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THE MONTHLY UPDATE NEWSLETTER FOR RAF COTTESMORE AND THE COMMUNITY – MAR 2010
From the Station Commander

	Welcome to the 2nd Issue of Pulse Line.  Since the last edition, work has continued apace to understand the full ramifications of the 15th December announcement and what it really means to all of us.  I fully appreciate that the first phase (closure of IV(AC) Sqn as an operational unit) is approaching fast, yet there is still considerable uncertainty regarding the future of displaced individuals.  Rest assured, much work is occurring behind the scenes to secure only the optimum manning solution for JFH which takes time.  I reiterate my assurance that – wherever possible – we will place the needs of the individual ahead the Service during these testing times in order to assist domestic stability.  Lastly, the effect of these turbulent days is becoming increasingly obvious as I move around Station and see individuals wandering deep in thought.  Please remain fully concentrated on the task at hand and do not allow this distraction to manifest into an avoidable occurrence.


The Latest Military News
	Accommodation.  Work is now underway to consider how the requirement for Service Accommodation at RAF Wittering will be sorted and allocated. As the two Stations are so close together, part of the work will consider the requirement for personnel to remain in accommodation (both single and families) at Cottesmore. Issues such as voluntary relocation, travel allowances and provision of regular Service transport between the two Stations will become clearer as this work matures.
Manning.  Work continues in earnest on the overall draw down manning plot for Cottesmore. A number of high level meetings are ongoing and the results of these should be known in the next few months.



Latest Civil Service Update
	Trade Union Consultation.  The Trade Union consultation on the change proposals likely to affect civilian staff, with a view to seeking stakeholder agreement, has begun. These consultations will give the Trade Unions an opportunity to represent the views of their members on the proposed changes before final decisions are taken. Early engagement was identified as one of the critical elements to create openness and transparency and ensure a successful outcome to the programme, therefore the Programme Team Leader will be ensuring that not only is detailed consultation undertaken, but that the processes employed are agreed in advance and that work, including post mapping, preference exercises and career guidance are all undertaken in a timely manner.



What’s Happening Now and Future Events
	The Stability Forum.  The Stn Cdr has instigated a monthly Stability Forum, chaired by OC BSW and OC Depth to provide him with a barometer for morale, messaging and ongoing issues. The Stability Forum has representatives from across the Station structure including a mixture of ranks and grades from the RN, RAF and Civil Service plus representatives from BAE and the Trade Unions. The Service Community Support Officer is also a member, representing the interests of RAF Cottesmore families.
IV (AC)/20(R) Parade.  A parade will take place on 31 Mar 10 at RAF Cottesmore to mark the disbandment of No IV(AC) Sqn and its reformation as No IV(R) Sqn at RAF Wittering on 1 Apr 10. The parade also marks the disbandment of No 20(R) Sqn. Following the parade, lunch will be served in the IV (AC) Sqn hangar for Sqn personnel and guests. Families of personnel currently serving on No IV (AC) Sqn are welcome to attend both the parade and lunch. If you wish to attend, please pass your details (names and numbers) to the IV(AC) Sqn Registry staff by 8 Mar 10 on 01572 812241 ext 7577.  In the afternoon, commencing at 1400 at RAF Wittering No 20 (R) Sqn will be holding an open afternoon for ex-members of the Sqn. This will be followed by a laying up of the Sqn standard in the Church of St John the Baptist in Barnack at 1630 with functions in the evening.  If you wish to attend please contact Lt Steve McKeen on 95351 ext 7404.



“OUT AND ABOUT IN THE COTTESMORE COMMUNITY”

	“Keep in touch and share information between RAF Cottesmore and their families”

Have your say!  The RAF Cottesmore Forum on www.rafcom.uk has been set up to help personnel and their families keep in touch with news from RAF Cottesmore. If you need assistance accessing the Forum the HIVE holds booklets with step by step instructions.

Grab one of the booklets in the HIVE and find out about logging on! If you have any questions post them on the Forum.


	RAF COTTESMORE EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING

If you are in need of information or thinking about further education, re-training or employment then The Force Development Squadron will be hosting an Employment & Training Support Afternoon in the Community Centre on Tuesday 18th March 2010 at 12pm – 4pm.  In attendance will be Rutland Adult Education, Job Centre Plus, Grantham College, Stamford College plus many more.  Also attending will be the Citizens Advice Bureau, The Financial Services Authority, SSAFA, Chatterton’s Solicitors, the forces focal point for the Child Support Agency and the HIVE.  

All military personnel, civilian personnel and dependants are welcome to attend.

Coming soon to RAF Cottesmore, assistance in CV Writing and Interview Techniques.



	RAF COTTESMORE FREE ADVICE SURGERIES
The HIVE hosts advice surgeries by outside agencies on a monthly basis. These surgeries are FREE and can be booked through the HIVE Information Officer on Ext 7733. The surgeries are open to all Service, MOD and Civilian Personnel and their Families within the Service Community. The surgeries include:

Citizens Advice Bureau – 2nd Mar     Chatterton’s Solicitors – 3rd Mar   Health Visitor Drop In – 4th Mar

Hegarty Solicitors – 17th Mar            Buckles Solicitors – 23rd Mar

Independent Financial Advisors are available on request.



	COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME 2010

The Community Activities programme for February – June is now in circulation and can be collected from the HIVE.  The programme includes information and booking slips for trips and activities co-ordinated by the Cottesmore Community Support Team including:

Sun 7th Mar  – Twinlakes Park, Melton Mowbray              Sun 4th Apr – Rockingham

                       Free to deployed Families                                               Easter Egg Hunt

                      9.15am – 5pm                                                                  11am – 5pm

Last Booking Day: Mon 1st March                                    Last Booking Day: Mon 29th March

For more details or to book, please contact the Community Development Worker on Ext 6640.



	HIVE INFORMATION OFFICE – ASHWELL BLOCK
Need help finding information on Education, Housing and Facilities in the area or on other units, how about finding courses, accessing further education or finding that ideal job?  The HIVE can help.  The HIVE holds information on the immediate area and has access to information sheets from most UK and Overseas postings.  The HIVE displays up-to-date employment vacancies and courses and is open to service personnel, their families, civilian and MOD employees.  The HIVE (located in Ashwell Block) is open:

                                                                           9am – 5pm Monday to Thursday

                                                                           9am – 3pm Friday

                                                               The HIVE @ Mokarabia is open:

                                                                         1130am – 1pm Monday

                                                                         2pm – 4pm Thursday


Contact Details: Roz King – HIVE Information Officer Tel: 01572 812241 Ext 7733/7091


                                                                                  Email: Cottesmore@hivegb.co.uk






