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POST EXPEDITION REPORT (PXR) - RAF MT LOGAN EXPEDITION – YUKON VENTURE 2007 (YV07) – 20 MAY TO 16 JUN 07

INTRODUCTION

1.
The Expedition objective for Yukon Venture 2007 was a ski ascent of Mt Logan in the Canadian Yukon.   At 5959m (19 550ft) above sea level, Mt Logan is the highest mountain in Canada and the second highest in North America.  When measured around its circumference, Mt Logan is the largest mountain massif in the world, being 25 miles long and 2 miles above its surroundings.  It is also extremely remote, requiring an approach by ski aeroplane, followed by a 21-day ascent on tour skis, during which the expedition was to be entirely self-sufficient.

2.
The weather in the Icefield Ranges surround Mt Logan are extremely unpredictable and can delay access both on and off the mountain.  Unfortunately, the expedition was thwarted in its attempt by both the weather and aircraft becoming unserviceable for 5 days, which resulted in insufficient time available for the mountain to be attempted.  As a result, the expedition was re-planned and an alternative venue established, which was later changed again to maximise the time available.  Consequently, the members of the team where flown to an area referred to as Pinnacle Peak, where day ski tours where successfully conducted.

3.
Participation.   The RAF Mountaineering Association (RAFMA), as a single Service multi-unit expedition, conducted the expedition under the auspices of the RAF Adventurous Training (RAFAT) scheme.  The expedition comprised 8 climbers/skiers, see Annex A.

4.
Objectives.   Whilst the objective to climb Mt Logan was not achieved, this expedition proved extremely satisfactory in its flexibility to reschedule the activities and overcome arising issues in country.    

AIM

5.
The aim of this report is to outline the planning and execution of YV07 to Mt Logan in order to assist future mountaineering expeditions to the Canadian Yukon.

EXEDITION PLANNING AND EXECUTION

Administration

6.
Initial Concept.   The expedition was conceived as part of the RAFMA major expedition plan.  Mt Logan was selected as being an achievable objective on Touring Skis and one that would develop individuals for greater challenges, such as the Joint Service Makalu Expedition in 2008. 

7.
Expedition Dates.   The expedition comprised a single team of 8 climbers/skiers, between 20 May to 16 Jun 07.

8.
Previous PXR.   No PXR's were found for previous expeditions to Mt Logan.

9.
JSATFA. The expedition JSATFA was submitted to PTC in Oct 06, with the approval provided on 21 Nov 06.

10.
Funding.  Funding for YV07 was sought and provided by the Sports Lottery, Trenchard Memorial Fund and Special Projects (through SO2 PEd FD(AT).  Individual units in the form of CILOR, T&S and Stn Gyms provided further funding. 

11.
Diplomatic Contact. Diplomatic Clearance was request and provided from the British High Commission (BHC),Ottawa.

12.
Visas.  Visas are not required for Canada.
13.
Equipment.   Expedition equipment was provided from a number of sources, being the RAFMA store, DSDA Bicester and individually owned equipment. It is imperative that any equipment obtained from Bicester is checked prior to leaving the unit, particularly the tents.  Experience has proven that the personnel at Bicester are not mountaineers and do not understand the requirements for expeditions.  It is advisable to contact Mr Paul Steer, D-AT LP 29 Bicester LO on 94240 2180, prior to submitting the equipment request, as his help was invaluable.  A full breakdown of equipment and recommendations is at Annex B.
14.
Insurance.   Towergate Wilson provided both equipment and personal accident insurance for the expedition.  The expedition arranged £10k worth of insurance to cover any losses for equipment drawn from DSDA Bicester and the Satellite phones borrowed from NSSL.
15.
Finances.   A breakdown of income and expenditure is at Annex C.

16.
Itinerary.   The original planned expedition itinerary can be found at Annex D, map at Annex E and an informal expedition diary at Annex F.
Information Sources

17.
Maps.   Maps are available for the Yukon, being either 1:250 000 or 1:50 000.  However, the maps are not particularly detailed (contour interval 40 to 200m), with discrepancies between older and newer versions of the maps, especially in place/glaciers names.   The maps detailed at References A & B were used throughout the expedition.

18.
Internet.   The information contained on the Internet was extremely useful, with details of several previous expeditions freely available. A subscription payment was made to www.bivouas.com, but this subsequently proved of little use and was considered unnecessary.  Sites of interest included: www.mountainguides.com and www.peakware.com.

19.
Yukon Park.  All groups/individuals entering the Yukon National Park are required to report to the Park Wardens office in Haines Junction.  Application forms and information on the Park can be obtained at www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/yt/kluane.  A park fee is payable, which covers up to one year’s access to the Ice Fields

Communications.

20.
Satellite Phones.    Three Satellite phones where borrowed from NSSL, along with solar panel chargers.  These proved invaluable and are essential, especially for arranging pick-up from Icefield Discovery.

21.
Radios.   Handheld Motorola type radios where used for communication between parties when on the mountain, these proved extremely reliable and useful. 

Travel and Accommodation

22.
Transatlantic Flights.  Air Canada was used as the carrier to Whitehorse, travelling via Vancouver.  All luggage has to pass through Canadian customs at the point of entry into the country, yet despite collecting this and rebooking it onto the connecting flight, Air Canada neglected to reload 11 of the 16 bags, which did not arrive until the following day.   Apparently Air Canada is notorious for loosing luggage and they are, consequently, not recommended.  A direct flight to Whitehorse is available from Frankfurt.

24.
Icefields Discovery (IFD).  Operating out of Silver City Airstrip some 45 miles from Haines Junction, IFD, is a one aircraft outfit that will fly climbers and their equipment to any part of the ranges (icefields@yukon.net).  However, this aircraft can only carry 2 passengers with gear, so it is imperative that anyone who is flown into the mountains are fully self-sufficient should the weather deteriorate or the aircraft breaks.   The return flight to the King Trench takes 2hrs, so expeditions should consider that delivery of a large group to the mountain could take longer than a day.  Furthermore, IFD operates a first-come, first-serve basis; therefore, a cue is likely. 

25.
Freight.   Due to the volume of equipment required by the expedition 146kg of freight was transported to Canada in advance of the expedition, utilising the military rates offered by DHL.  Despite checking beforehand and assurances that the freight had been delivered, DHL's appointed sub-contracted failed to deliver the shipment to IFD, which caused considerable anxiety.  Fortunately, the shipment was located to the back of a lorry in Whitehorse, which was subsequently delivered to the hotel prior to our onward move to Silver City.  Future expeditions should consider having any equipment delivered direct to a hotel in Whitehorse; the River View Hotel offered us this option on our arrival.

26.
Food.  The original intention was for the dried mountain rations to be ordered and delivered to the Silver City airstrip from the Mountain Co-op in Vancouver, however, despite organising priority delivery, the rations failed to arrive.  Fortunately, these were available from Coast Mountain Sports in Whitehorse (e-mail cmsmanager@klondiker.com), who stocked an excellent range of menus. Fresh foodstuffs are also freely available from the local supermarkets.

27.
Accommodation.  The following accommodation was used:

a.
Whitehorse.  The River View Hotel was used in Whitehorse, which was comfortable and reasonably priced.  The hotel can be booked over the net by visiting www.riverviewhotel.ca 
b.
Silver City.  Kluane Base Camp is a very comfortable bunkhouse, which has a full range of cooking facilities and is located close to the Airstrip, which is important as glacial flights are given at very short notice.  Information can be found at www.bbcanada.com/6086.html.   It should be noted that both the bunkhouse and airstrip and a considerable distance from any civilisation, therefore, expedition should arrive with sufficient provisions for the duration of the stay. 

28.
Cooking Fuel.   White gas, (Colmans Fuel) is readily available in Whitehorse from Canadian Tire.  A total of 9 US Gals was purchased, but only 5 used due to the changing nature of the itinerary.  Should future expedition be concerned that they have not organised enough fuel, expeditions usually leave leftover fuel with the Bunkhouse or IFD, which is normally available free, subject to availability.  

29.
In Country Travel.   A taxi transfer was booked from Whitehorse to Silver City through Up North Adventure (www.upnorth.yk.ca ), this being  efficient and comfortable.  However, the BAC payment made to the Up North apparently did not arrive, which required a further payment being made using travellers cheques.  Whilst this method of travel was relatively expensive, it was virtually hassle free; however, should future groups be delayed getting onto the mountain, they will find themselves stranded at Silver City without transport.

RECOMMENDATIONS
30.
The weather on Logan is extremely fickle and can delay access both on and off the mountain.  Whilst the mountain can be achieved within 12 -21 days, it may take considerable longer when considering the access issues.  It is recommended that future expeditions should allow 6 weeks and have sufficient contingency funds to change flights back to the UK.

31.
The expedition should have sufficient contingency funds to use the helicopter for the return flight off the mountain, should this be necessary.

31.
Expedition leaders should have an alternative plan should the weather become poor or the aircraft unserviceable.  An alternative method of gaining access to the mountain is either via helicopter from Haines Junction, which is very expensive, or from Alaska.

32.
Logistics in the Yukon are unreliable; therefore, freight should be shipped well in advance and to a collection point in Whitehorse, not to Silver City.  It is essential to positively identify any shipments have arrived before leaving this country.

33.
Should dried mountain rations be required, these can be ordered through Coast Mountain Sports in Whitehorse.

34.
DSDA Bicester should be contacted at the earliest opportunity to ensure the correct equipment is availability for the expedition. 

35
Satellite phones are imperative when entering the Icefields of the Yukon for safety and to arrange pickups from IFD. 

36.
Mt Logan is ideally suited as an introduction to high level mountaineering and ski touring.  Whilst Mt Logan is technically a low risk mountain, care must still be exercised and its seriousness should not be underestimated, especially when considering the weather.

S N MOORE

Sqn Ldr

RAF Mt Logan Expedition Leader

Annexes:

A. Nominal Role.

B. Equipment List.

C. Finance Report.

D. Expedition Itinerary.

E. Route Map.

F. Team Diary.
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YUKON VENTURE 2007 - NOMINAL ROLE
	Ser
	NAME
	SERVICE No
	RANK
	QUALS

	1
	Simon Moore
	8212461Q
	Sqn Ldr
	ML(W)

AML

TLT



	2
	Guy Beaumont
	2628259L
	Flt Lt
	Extensive Ski Mountaineering Experience



	3
	James Coates
	H8417931
	Sgt
	WML(T)

JSWCL

AMI

STL

	4
	David Howie
	8129833R
	Sqn Ldr
	MIC

STL

	5
	Stewart Boyce
	J8194224
	FS
	UEL

AMP

WMP

JSRCI

ASP(A) TLT

	6
	Joanna Cross 


	H8310898
	Cpl
	ASP (A)

BSP (N)

TLT

	7
	Fergus Cliff
	E8217132
	FS
	JSSI(A)

JSSI(N)

TLT

	8
	Mandy Singleton
	L8239438
	Sgt
	MLT

ASP(A)

STP
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YUKON VENTURE 2007 - EQUIPMENT LIST

GROUP EQUIPMENT

	Serial

(a)
	Description

(b)
	 Notes

(c)

	1
	Mountain tent -2/3 man
	RAFMA Store and Bicester issue.  One large group tent would have been better.

	2
	Stoves-white fuel-1 per tent plus spares
	Coleman Multi-fuel stoves used, these performed well.

	3
	Fuel bottles
	Bicester issue

	4
	MSR Pan set-1 per tent
	Bicester issue

	5
	MSR Heat exchanger
	Bicester issue.  Essential in cold climates.

	6
	Group FA kit
	

	7
	General repair kit (tape/tie wraps/tent bits)
	

	8
	Snow shovels 2 per tent/rope party (with integral snow saws if possible)
	Plastic Shovels break!  Bicester are recommended to only purchase Alloy Shovels.

	9
	GPS x 2 plus maps/charts
	

	10
	Satellite phone/Solar Charger x 3
	From NSSL

	11
	Motorola radio 1 per tent/rope party
	

	12
	Rope 1 per party
	Bicester issue

	13
	Emergency shelter/blizzard bag 1 per party
	

	14
	Leatherman 1 per party
	

	15
	Marker wands
	Local purchase

	16
	Spare batteries-various
	

	17
	Para cord for drying lines in tents
	

	18
	Stuff sacs for kit/snow anchors
	

	19
	Lighters/matches
	

	20
	Rubbish sacs
	

	21
	Ski repair kit: spare skins/pole/tips/glue
	


PERSONAL EQUIPMENT

	Serial

(a)
	Description

(b)
	 Notes

(c)

	1
	Ski-mountaineering Boots 
	Bicester issue.  Tour lite boots used, which are excellent.

	2
	Skis (incl skins)
	The expedition used the Dyna-fit bindings, which were excellent.  However, spares should be obtained as we suffered a broken plastic front clip.  The skins supplied were badly cut and did not fit the skis.

	3
	Collapsible ski poles
	Bicester appears to oils these, which prevents the poles gripping inside.  This practice is not recommended.

	4
	Base layer-top (2 pr)
	

	5
	Long-johns or ¾ length bottoms (2 pr)
	

	6
	Socks-mountaineering (2/3 pr)
	

	7
	Sock liners (2/3 pr)
	

	8
	Fleece/G2 style pants (full length zip)
	

	9
	Lightweight fleece top
	

	10
	Heavyweight fleece top
	

	11
	Contact gloves/thinnies (several pairs)
	

	12
	Ski/winter climbing gloves
	

	13
	Expedition grade overmits 
	RAFMA Store and Bicester issue

	14
	Headover/balaclava
	

	15
	Wool/fleece hat
	

	16
	Expedition weight down jacket
	Bicester issue

	17
	Bandana/sun hat
	

	18
	Glacier glasses (with side/nose shield)
	

	19
	Ski goggles (double lens)
	

	20
	Overboots/insulated gaiters
	RAFMA Store

	21
	Tent booties (down or synthetic)
	RAFMA Store

	22
	Shell jacket
	

	23
	Shell pants/bib
	

	24
	Windsuit (supplement or replace 22/23)
	Bicester issue

	25
	Expedition sleeping bag
	RAFMA Store

	26
	Thermarest
	RAFMA Store and Bicester issue

	27
	Foam mat (i.e. Z rest)
	Bicester issue

	28
	Expedition backpack
	

	29
	Ice axe
	

	30
	Crampons 
	Suitable for use with ski boots.

	31
	Avalanche transceiver
	Bicester issue.  

	32
	Avalanche probe
	RAFMA Store

	33
	Duffel bag (large and light for sled)
	

	34
	Headtorch (plus spare bulbs/batteries)
	Not really required, as did not get dark.

	35
	Climbing harness
	

	36
	Prussic loops x 3/mech ascender
	

	37
	Ice screws x 2
	

	38
	Lightweight pulley
	

	39
	Nylon slings x 2
	

	40
	Crabs-screw gate x 6 incl 2 pear-shaped
	

	41
	Nalgene type water bottle (insulate)
	

	42
	Pee bottle
	

	43
	Sled/pulk(plus bungee cords/towing rig)
	Obtained from Royal Marines.

	44
	Personal FA kit to include: sunscreen/ lipsalve/blister kit/prescriptions etc
	

	45
	Toothbrush/toothpaste/wetwipes/footpowder/hand sanitizer/earplugs etc
	

	46
	Plastic bowl/mug/spoons
	

	47
	Book/hip flask/music/camera
	

	48
	Compass
	

	49
	Altimeter watch
	

	50
	Harscheisen (ski crampons)
	Bicester issue

	
	Optional:
	

	51
	Sleeping bag liner
	RAFMA Store

	52
	Heating pads for hands/feet
	

	53
	Insulated over-trousers (down/synthetic)
	

	54
	Flask
	

	55
	Snow shoes
	RAFMA Store


YUKON VENTURE 2007 – FINANCE REPORT

	INCOME
	£
	
	EXPENDITURE
	£

	PUBLIC INCOME
	
	
	Flights (7@£682+1@£842+£220 cancel fee)
	£5816.00

	
	
	
	Park Fees (C$99.05/person)
	£390.00

	Unit T&S 
	£7561.99
	
	Transport to Silver City (Return) - Taxi
	£675.23

	Unit AT Grant
	£3300.00
	
	Aircraft Passenger Cost - Glacier
	£2528.96

	CILOR
	£1049.66
	
	Freight
	£1737.05

	Special Projects Grant
	£3956.00
	
	Rations
	£2367.56

	
	
	
	White Fuel
	£95.00

	
	
	
	Acc'n Whitehorse x 4 Nights
	£776.49

	
	
	
	Bunkhouse
	£807.88

	
	
	
	Kit Insurance (£10,000 incl Sat Phones)
	£52.50

	TOTAL PUBLIC INCOME
	£14967.65
	
	Guide Books/Maps
	£92.34

	
	
	
	Dry Cleaning Post Exped
	£168.75

	NON PUBLIC INCOME
	
	
	Personal Insurance - Towergate Wilson
	£778.26

	Personal Contributions (£300/Person)
	£2400.00
	
	Bivouac.com subscription
	£11.25

	RAF Sports Lottery Grant
	0.00
	
	Kit Hire
	£206.90

	Trenched Memorial Fund
	£2000.00
	
	T-Shirts
	£139.50

	
	
	
	Whitehorse Airport Transfers
	£73.89

	
	
	
	Misc, Sundries etc
	£40.94

	
	
	
	Exchange rate loss from initial food order
	£45.92

	
	
	
	Exchange rate loss from Taxi transfer
	£77.08

	
	
	
	Grant to AV08
	£1000.00

	TOTAL NON PUBLIC INCOME
	 £  4,400.00 
	
	Grant to JS Makalu Exped
	£1486.15

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL INCOME
	 £19,367.65 
	
	TOTAL EXPENDITURE
	 £ 19,367.65 
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YUKON VENTURE 2007 - PLANNED AND ACTUAL ITINERARY

	Date

(a)
	Planned Itineray

(b)
	Actual Itinerary

(c)

	20 May 07
	Air Travel London to Whitehorse, Yukon.


	Air Travel London to Whitehorse, Yukon.



	21 May 07
	In Whitehorse - Purchase food/fuel
	In Whitehorse - Purchase food/fuel

	22 May 07
	Transfer to Haines Junction.  Expedition admin and visit National Park Authority
	Transfer to Haines Junction.  Expedition admin and visit National Park Authority

	23 May 07
	Repack equipment for transportation onto Glacier.


	Repack equipment for flight onto Glacier.



	24 May 07
	Day 1. Road Travel to Kluane and flight onto glacier, weather permitting (9000') and establish a Base Camp.


	

	25 May 07
	Day 2 Carry to Camp I (11,200'). A long, easy carry with sleds, about 7 kilometers. 4-5 hours up and 1 hour down. 


	

	26 May 07
	Day 3 Rest day at Base.  Crevasse rescue training etc.
	

	27 May 07
	Day 4 Move from Base to Camp I.
	

	28 May 07
	Day 5 Carry the 4.5 kilometers to Camp II (13,200'), just below King Col, or cache gear at 12,500'.


	

	29 May 07
	Day 6 Move to Camp II.


	

	30 May 07
	Day 7 Down carry to retrieve gear cached at 12,500'.


	

	31 May 07
	Day 8 Climb the last bit up to King Col, then route find up a 1,500-foot high slope with angles of up to 45 degrees. This is perhaps the crux of the climb, but not excessively difficult. We are on the lookout for avalanche hazard in this area. Make a cache at around 15,000'.


	

	1 Jun 07
	Day 9 Move to Camp II at approximately 15,000'.


	At last - flight onto Glacier.

	2 Jun 07
	Day 10 Rest day.


	

	3 Jun 07
	Day 11 Carry a load up past "the football field" at 16,000' to Camp III, "Windy Camp" at 17,000'.


	

	4 Jun 07
	Day 12 Move to Camp III.
	

	5 Jun 07
	Day 13 Rest day.


	

	6 Jun 07
	Day 14 Carry up to Prospector's Col (Iona Col) at 18,000' and leave a cache.


	

	7 Jun 07
	Day 15 Move camp up over Prospector's Col and down the other side onto the great ice plateau to Camp IV (17,600'). We will plush as far as possible across the plateau to minimize the summit day.


	

	8 Jun 07
	Day 16 Possible summit day. It is a long, arduous, high altitude walk of 3-4 miles to the summit from high camp. It is not difficult terrain, but a very demanding day.


	

	9 Jun 07
	Day 17 Spare Summit day.


	

	10 Jun 07
	Day 18 Spare Summit day.


	

	11 Jun 07
	Day 19 Spare Summit day.
	

	12 Jun 07
	Day 20 Descent to King Col camp.
	4 people airlifted of glacier before aircraft broke.

	13 Jun 07
	Day 21 Descent to Base. Flight off glacier to Kluane, road to Whitehorse.


	Pack kit for shipping back to UK

	14 Jun 07
	Air - Whitehorse to Vancouver
	Remaining 4 airlifted off glacier.  Pack remaining kit for return to UK.  Taxi transfer from Silver City to Whitehorse.

	15 Jun 07
	Post exped admin and logistics activities
	Post exped admin and logistics activities

	16 Jun 07
	Air - Vancouver to London UK
	Air - Whitehorse to London

	17 Jun 07
	Arrive UK and onward travel to parent units
	Arrive UK and onward travel to parent units
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YUKON VENTURE 2007 - DAIRY (PERSONAL ACCOUNT)

Please Note:  This is a personal account of events only and may not be either politically or grammatically correct. 

Sunday 20th May

This morning the Yukon Venture Exped team arrived at Heathrow Airport T3 ready for our flight to Canada.  The team was Simon Moore (Exped Leader), Dave Howie (Deputy Leader), Guy Beaumont, Stew Boyce, Fergie Cliff, Jimmy Coates, Mandy Singleton and myself Jo Cross.  We were due to depart at 1230hrs but after a smell of burning and smoke in the aircraft we had to return to the gate.  Finally two hours late we set off to Vancouver.  Due to our late arrival we missed our connecting flight to Whitehorse and ended up spending 5 hours in Vancouver airport so we relaxed in the Elephant and Castle before headed off for some food.  Simon had managed to get some food vouchers from Air Canada.  On our arrival in Whitehorse we discovered that Air Canada had left more than half of our baggage in Vancouver.  Eleven pieces of luggage out of sixteen were missing.  Finally at 0200hrs we arrived at the River View Inn.  Everyone was ready for bed apart from stew and his grumbling belly wanting to go out looking for food and beer.   

Monday 21st May

After a hearty breakfast to start off the day we had planned to head into town only to be told by the receptionist that is was a Canadian Public Holiday for the Queen and she didn’t know what would be open.  Simon managed to locate all our missing bags at Vancouver Airport and was told that they should be delivered that evening to our hotel.  Simon brought an attractive pair of red sandals from the sports shop, which came in useful later on in the trip.  Mid morning we headed off to the supermarket to buy our food for our trip on the glacier and spent most of the afternoon sorting it out into daily bags.  When we returned to the hotel all our missing baggage had just been delivered much to everyone’s relief even if some of it was soaking wet.  Later that afternoon we found out that Kluane Base Camp was not in Haines Junction but half an hour’s drive away next to the air strip with nothing near-by.  Just to continue our logistic nightmare we discovered that our skies and barrels that had been shipped over had not been delivered.  The evening meal was also disappointing and just to top off the day I got thrashed at draughts by Simon (but he was helped by Jimmy).

Tuesday 22nd May

What a morning, Simon managed to locate our shipped luggage, which was sitting in the back of the lorry in Whitehorse along with a box for someone the Ascension Islands!  Finally all our skies and barrels got delivered to us.  In the meantime stew had phoned the airstrip just to ensure that our delivery of dried rations had arrived.  Guess what no food.  This was despite stew placing a second order with extra delivery costs to ensure on time arrival, but luckily Coast Mountain Sports had enough food for us all so a couple of the team headed off up town to collect it.  We should have left Whitehorse at 1030hrs but finally we got underway two hours late.  On the way we stopped off at Haines Junction visitor centre were most people had some cake from the bakery.  We then proceeded to the park office to register and collect our landing cards and permits.  After a short mystery tour from our driver we arrived at Kluane Base Camp our bunkhouse for the next two nights at Silvery City.  What an eye opener this place was with an air strip, the North Atlantic Survey of Calgary University and few scattered wooden houses and many derelict buildings.  The journey took us down the scenic Alaskan Highway with stunning views of the mountains.  That evening we all tucked into a huge steak (which was more like half a cow) for tea, which was prepared by Jimmy.

Wednesday 23rd May
Woke up this morning and Mandy and I were greeted by Fergie who had brought us a cup of tea in bed.  We spent the morning sorting out all the kit, testing the stoves and putting up the tents.  This proved challenging for the two Mountain Rescue guys (Jimmy and Fergie) who normally stay in bunkhouses.  We were hoping to get some of the team out to glacier today but no such luck as we soon found out that there were six more people ahead of us.  Jimmy and Fergie got a lift to Haines Junction with Emanuel  (base camp owner) to buy more food.  He dropped them off on his way to Whitehorse but told them they would get a lift back without much trouble.  They had an interesting journey especially when Jimmy told Emanuel he had brought a dress to hitch-hike a lift home Emanuel drove for about 10kms in silence.  After buying the food and a birthday cake for Mandy, getting a lift back proved quite difficult for the boys as they stood in the lay-by with no parking or stopping signs on display.  After about an hour of getting covered in dust and no offer of a lift they returned to the bakery.  The woman in the Bakery managed to find them a lift back for $60.  When they returned they had brought some cakes which were appreciated by all.  After our evening meal Jimmy, Fergie, Stew and Mandy played scrabble only to discover that Jimmy had a vocabulary all of his own. 

Thursday 24th May

What a disappointing morning.  The airplane took off this morning only to return 1½ hours later with the same passengers due to bad weather.  Simon, stew, Mandy and I took a wonder down to Kluane Lake and adopted a dog along the way that went paddling in the frozen lake.  After lunch Simon, Stew, Mandy and I headed off the lake again only this time we found some bear prints which we followed for a short while.  We them came across a creak so Simon gave us all including Stew a piggy back across the water in his new sandals.  More promising news on flights later this afternoon as the airplane took off again to check on the weather and returned with two guys from the East Ridge.  He was planning on flying out again, but no such luck.  After tea we all tucked into Mandy’s birthday cake despite it was not her birthday until tomorrow.  The evening was passed by playing scrabble and listening to Stew farting. Mandy’s spelling of 'rosta' was pointed out by Simon almost at the end of the game but Jimmy, Stew or I hadn’t even noticed.

Friday 25th May

Things were looking up this morning as the airplane took off and returned 2 hours later with different passengers.  The second group left shortly after so we moved all kit down to the airstrip ready for our flights.  When the airplane returned Simon and I loaded our gear and got sat in the aircraft ready to go.  The pilot got in and we where ready to go but the aircraft wouldn’t start.  We just could not believe our luck.  So it was back to the cabin for more sitting around and waiting.  After a couple of hours Simon and I wondered back to the airstrip to check on the progress.  Lance was still working on the engine and after 4 hours the airplane still wouldn’t start and they found out the magneto was broken.  Unfortunately they didn’t have a replacement part so one had to be ordered from Fairbanks.  After tea which was cooked by jimmy (master chef) and a create of beer from Lance and Emanuel for Mandy’s Birthday things started degrading fast has Jimmy, Fergie and Simon had a vigorous debate on the future of the RAFMR and leaning.  Later that night we found out that the airplane would not be fixed until Monday.

Saturday 26th May

Today we had a group outing to Sheep Mountain.  We were joined by two Canadian Guys Jim and James who were also staying at the bunkhouse.  We went walking through the heart of bear country but didn’t see any.  We arrived back at the bunkhouse mid afternoon and Jimmy and Fergie headed off to Haines Junction for more provisions due to our delay.  Stew and Mandy headed off for an afternoon nap followed closed by Dave and Guy.  After tea we were given a presentation from Jenny who was a scientist with the Institute of North American Survey from Calgary University.  She told us about her studies of the forna and flora of Kluane National Park.  This was following by a short video presentation of a helicopter pilot flying over Mount Logan.   We returned to the bunkhouse and watched a CD Rom on Mt Logan followed by a presentation from Jim on his trip to Everest.

Sunday 27th May
We all had a leisurely start to the morning.  After tea and cake we all headed off for an afternoon walk.  We left the bunkhouse and headed down to the lake, we walked along the lake until we came to Christmas Creek.  We then walk along the creak until we reached the road.  We walked back along the road to the bunkhouse keeping our eyes out for any bears.  We arrived back at the bunkhouse about 1600hrs after seeing the highlights of Silver City once again.  That evening we were joined by another two Canadian guys, Warren and John,  who put on a movie for everyone.

Monday 28th May

The magneto should have arrived today, but then we received news that it was still on a bus in Vancouver so probably will not arrive today.  Jim and James paid for the helicopter and flew out to Mt Kennedy, unfortunately due to the expense this was not an option of us.  Later that afternoon we received information that the magneto would not arrive until later tonight for tomorrow morning.  With is in mind we decided on an alternative plan to land on the glacier by Mt Queen Mary.  Mandy was following closely in stews footsteps this afternoon by farting away.  Once again the evening was spent playing team scrabble.

Tuesday 29th May

Once again another leisurely start to the day with some people having a lay-in.  Jimmy prepared breakfast of bacon and eggs.  Simon headed down to the airstrip to get any news from Lance on the aircraft.  He returned with the news that the magneto still hadn’t arrived, but it was now in the hands of Air North and would be in Whitehorse this afternoon. Jimmy and Fergie spent the morning doing some exercise outside the cabin.  With a shortage of food again Dave opened his Christmas cake which everyone tucked-in to.  In the afternoon all headed down to the hanger at the airstrip to practice rope techniques for crevasse self rescue and tying into the pulks.  This was followed by a chilling couple of hours sat on the patio.  As we had now ran out of food again we resulted to dried rations of Black bean tamale pie for tea.  We received from good news this evening that the magneto had arrived.  This booster the team’s morale and everyone for hopefully of flights for tomorrow.       

Wednesday 30th May
Quite a cloudy day compared to the past few days.  All being well the airplane should be fixed today.  Heard the sound of the airplane starting up but this good news was short lived, as due to the bad weather they couldn’t fly.  So we were back to playing the waiting game again.  Fergie and Jimmy borrowed some badminton racquets and shuttlecocks from Emanuel and spent the morning playing badminton.  Simon was trying to organize a lift into Haines Junction to get more food.  Guy, Dave and I headed into Haines Junction with Lance.  Stew and Mandy headed off for a run, while Fergie got out a rope and practiced rope techniques.  Once again the evening meal was dried ration followed by ice cream and berries.  Fergie frighten our German guest by taking a photograph of a bear from the toilets and told her he had just seen it outside of the cabin.  Dave also managed to get a cracking photograph of Simon empting a bottle of wine down his neck.  The team Scrabble continued into the evening once again.

Thursday 31st May
A lot brighter day today but still to windy to fly.  Apparently it’s still snowing and very windy up on the glaciers.  They took the airplane for a test flight this morning.  In the afternoon we all re-organized our rations.  Later that afternoon Jimmy and Mandy set up a circuit session and everyone took part. Stew and Mandy went for a stroll by the lake and reported seeing fresh bear prints and in the evening Simon, Guy, Jimmy, Dave and I set off to the lake to see if we could see a bear. Unfortunately we didn’t find any so we returned to the bunkhouse for tea.  All about 2300hrs everyone apart from Fergie headed out on anther bear hunt and we returned at midnight still not seeing a bear.    

  Friday 1st June
Woken up this morning by Dontech the pilot to get ready to depart.  Simon and I packed up all our kit and headed to the airplane.  We loaded the reminder of our kit and actually took off.  The flight over the mountains and glaciers was fantastic, but due to low cloud the pilot was unable to get to Mt Queen Mary so an hour later we returned to the airfield.  Simon and I were met by Fergie and Dave who were surprised to see us.  We all returned back to the bunkhouse to tell everyone the disappointing news.  Very soon we were on our way again as the pilot said he could take us to the South Arm glacier.  So we decided to get dropped off there and travel up to Queen Mary.  Simon and I board the airplane again and finally landed on the glacier.  We offloaded out kit and parked ourselves on the glacier while we waiting for Dave and Guy to arrive.  When we arrived we helped unload their kit.  We had a play on our skies before packing our pulks and heading up the glacier to set up camp.  We pitched our tents and built an ice wall around the tents.  Fergie and Jimmy were next to arrive getting dropped off at our camp location followed an hour later by Stew and Mandy.  Finally we were reunited again.  Stew and Mandy headed off for a short ski to do a recki of Pinnacle Peak to see if it would be possible.  The Climb up to Pinnacle Peak was rejected because of the erosion and crevasses.    

Saturday 2nd June
Everyone was up and about at 0700hrs this morning.  After breakfast everyone packed up camp ready to move up the glacier.  We left about 1030hrs and headed up the glacier to the top of the Col.  Eventually after a long slog with the pulks we arrived at the top of the Col.  The weather had deteriorated by now and had become very cloudy.  Dave and Guy arrived at the top first follow by Jimmy and Fergie.  Simon, Stew Mandy and I arrived shortly after.  There was some disappoint news when we reach the Col as Guy and Dave had been to look over the other side only to find that is was not possible to descent.  It was very steep and rocky so we had to retrace our footsteps back to the campsite from last night.  This was a bit of a disappointment for the team.  On the decent Guy lead the way down.  Putting brakes on the pulks seem to create more of a problem then assistance as the pulks didn’t want to move so they were removed.  I skied down with Dave and by the time we arrived back at our camping site Simon had already pitched our tent.  This was the first time of pulling pulks for many members of the team but no-one had any problems.  I think everyone was quite surprised by how easy they glided.  The journey today was probably about 12kms.  The weather stayed miserable all evening and we had some snow overnight.  

Sunday 3rd June
The weather this morning was brighter but there was still some cloud around.  Simon, Mandy, Stew and I headed up the glacier in front of Pinnacle Peak to see if it would be possible to pass over the Col while Dave, Guy, Jimmy and Fergie went to check out one the local peaks.  The weather closed in on us again and it began snowing.  We still hadn’t managed to reach the Col by about 1330 so we decided to return to camp.  We ended up skiing down in a complete whiteout trying to follow our ascending tracks which took about 2 hours.  We arrived back at the tent about 1530 where the others were waiting for us.   During the night it snowed and was very windy and it managed to keep most people awake.

Monday 4th June
The winds continued this morning with very low cloud but it was no longer snowing.  Everyone spent the morning rebuilding the snow wall and securing the tents before it started snowing again.  Most people then sheltered in the tent apart from Simon who decided to dig a snowhole.  He didn’t manage to finish before the returned the tent wet.  Jimmy and Fergie decided to attempt to build an igloo but they gave up before it was finished.  The afternoon was spent in the tent out of the elements reading and listening to music.  Everyone is just praying for better weather tomorrow.

Tuesday 5th June
Woke up today to a beautiful sunny day.  Today we splint into two groups again with Simon, Dave, Guy and I heading off up one the peaks just behind the camp.  Jimmy, Fergie, Stew and Mandy headed off in a similar direction to check out another Col before taking in a smaller peak on there return.  Simon made contact with Icefield Discovery this morning just as a back-up plan for collection if for any reason we lost communications.

On the ascent to the summit we had a climb a steep slope and we used our ski crampons as this was equipment Simon and I had never used before.  The view from the summit was absolutely amazing with just mountains and glaciers to see for miles.  Everyone had a good days skiing with Stew taking a few tumbles on the way down (this was according to Mandy).  Guy led the way back down with Dave bringing up the rear.  There were some large crevasses around which we had to avoid but were amazing to see.  We arrived back at the tent about 1430hrs and dried out the kit.  The ski back to camp was brilliant and we found a great downhill run. 

Wednesday 6th June
An early rise this morning getting up at 0615hrs.  This is another day of glorious sunshine.  Today Simon, Guy, Dave and I headed off to bag two more peaks.  Jimmy, Fergie, Stew and Mandy went and climbed the peak that we did yesterday.  On the decent down from our first peak Simon took a tumble leaving a huge hole in the snow.  Once we reach the bottom we continued our climb up onto the second peak.  This was another sleep climb but we got to the summit fairly quickly.  Some great views from the summit, and we even got a view of Mt Kennedy.  After a few photo shots we headed back downhill to camp.  We had an really good ski down meeting up with the other group on our downhill ski run.  We all arrived back at camp together just after lunch.  During the afternoon everyone packed their pulks ready to move up the glacier tomorrow to a new location before chilling out for a while.  During the night we had some strong winds and snow.

Thursday 7th June
The winds continued this morning and the temperature was much colder.  Dave came over and gave Simon and myself an update on the weather and the route we planned to take up the glacier was a complete whiteout.  So everyone had a lay-in as we were going nowhere for the time being.  When I eventually got up the only other people around were Jimmy and Fergie who were brewing up.  Later on in the morning Jimmy and Fergie decided to go out for a short ski.  They headed off up to the top of the downhill ski run and returned back to camp.  During the morning everyone rebuilt the snow walls which had been broken by the winds.  During the afternoon Jimmy, Stew and Mandy headed off on a ski doing the same as Jimmy and Fergie did earlier that morning while most people relaxed in their tents.  On there return we found out the Mandy had a broken binding on her ski, but fortunately Guy was able to sort fix it.  Stew thought he had lost his skins but eventually found them tucked up the back of his jacket.  The wind dropped slightly during the afternoon but was still very cloudy.  Jimmy spent the afternoon perfecting his snow walls and stew informed everyone that Mandy just kept farting.  Simon and I played crib for a short while before venturing out to cook tea.  

Friday 8th June
Quite a cloudy morning with all the local peaks covered.  This was one of the coldest days with a temperature of -7.  Dave and Guy headed off about 0800 to bag a peak opposite pinnacle peak.  Jimmy, Fergie, Stew, Mandy and I decided to wait for an hour to allow the cloud to clear before we set off.  Eventually the cloud cleared and we set off.  We had a nice ski down the glacier for about a 2kms before climbing up to the Col. Unfortunately we were unable to get over the Col as it was too dangerous so we traversed round to a different Col. On the way up to all used our ski crampons.   We found a peak that would be achievable by crampons, so we swapped our skies and poles for crampons and our ice axe and began our climb to the summit.  We got some more great views from the summit before descending to retrieve our skis and bags.  We then ascended another small peak, which was directly in front of before skiing back down.  We then proceeded up the last climb of the day to the summit of the third peak.  This was the summit I had previously done before.  This was a long climb on the skies but was worth the view from the top.  Once again we had a great ski back down taking our normal downhill route.      

Saturday 9th June
Today we split up into two groups of four with Jimmy, Fergie, Stew and Mandy taking in the same route that Guy and Dave climbed the day before.  Simon, Dave, Guy and I headed off and followed part of the route that I went on yesterday.  We followed the tracks from yesterday and climbed to the summit with crampons.  Simon and Guy decided to walk across and take in another peak, while Dave and I just relaxed and enjoyed the views.  We had another good ski down arriving back at the tents about 1430hrs.  The others arrived back shortly before us and Jimmy was in the process of building himself a armchair in the snow along with a TV.  Mandy was also given a surprise this afternoon when she decided go investigate Simon’s snowhole only to discover he had decided to use it has his personal loo.  Dave decided to build a snooker table this afternoon in which Simon and Jimmy attempted to play. 

Sunday 10th June

Up again this morning at the usual time of 0700.  Today we headed off as a group to bag one of the further peaks.  The climb to the summit was probably the steepest climb we had encountered so far.  On the ascent everyone used the Ski Crampons and eventually we all arrived at the summit.  Some excellent view from the summit to everyone was really exciting when we thought we had a glimpse of Mt Logan but then we soon realized that we were actually looking at Mt Vancouver.  This was the highest peak of the trip.  The first part of decent was very sleep so Simon and I put on our crampons and walked down while the other skied.  Dave and Jimmy meet us at the bottom of the steep section and helped us get our skies back.  The reminder of the group had carried on the bottom and waited for us at the bottom of the last climb of the day.  We all climbed together to top of the Col before skiing back down our usual route to the campsite.  We got back to the campsite about 1400.  This was probably one of our longer days but very rewarding.  Simon managed to get a group photo on the summit.  

Monday 11th June
This was the last day of skiing of the glacier and we headed off as a group to climb up the Col to the left hand side of Pinnacle Peak.   At Breakfast simon gave Mandy, Stew and I something to laugh about has he decided to sit in this bowl of porridge.  It was another hot day but the cloud protected us from the sun.  Jimmy and Fergie led the way carefully avoiding all the crevasses.  This was another sleep climb, but everyone plodded on slowly until Jimmy and Fergie  decided that the snow pack was unstable and we should descend.  A decision was made try and ascent the right hand Col, so we traversed across before making our way up towards the Col.  Before we started to ascend we dug a rutsch block to test the stability of the snow pack.  After establishing it was safe we continued up the top of the Col.  We soon arrived at a huge crevasse, where a decision was made to descent and return to camp.  This was due to the weather closing in and not knowing if we would be able to ski down the other side of the Col.  Fergie gave everyone a quick lesson on hastie blocks that we had covered on an avalanche course at Glenmore Lodge.  Simon and I attempted to ski down together roped up but ended up spending more time on the floor than on our skies, so we paired ourselves off with Guy and Dave.  Everyone had a good ski back down and Guy even gave me some skating tips on the way back.  On our return to camp Simon contacted Lance to see if they could collect some of us from the Glacier later that afternoon but unfortunately they had more people to collect from King’s Trench so we had to wait until the morning.  Started to pack away some the kit ready for our departure from the glacier.  

Tuesday 12th June
Due to fly back to Silver City today only find the glacier covered by low cloud and flat light.  This was also snowing.  Most People decided to have a relaxing lay-in, but Simon and I were up and about packing more kit as we were the first to fly off the Glacier.  Simon spoke to the guy’s at the airstrip but at the moment they wouldn’t fly, so we decided to have our breakfast.  Simon was have a bad morning when he couldn’t find his milk for his tea and began throwing around the contents of the tent, thankfully he eventually found it and sat down with a soduku puzzle.  During the morning the weather brighten up so Simon phoned again to see if the airplane was coming to collect us, and they informed us that the weather down there was bad so they still aren’t flying, but would take-off when it improves.  Everyone was just about giving up hope of leaving today when suddenly we heard an airplane approaching.  We soon realized it was our airplane and it was all hands to the deck to pack our sleeping bags, and stuff the tent into a plastic bag.  Simon and I flew back first and after unloading our kit headed off for a nice refreshing shower, while we awaiting the return of Dave and Guy.  Simon and I returned to the airstrip an hour later only to find that the airplane was still on the ground and hadn’t left due to a technical problem (but it didn’t sound to healthy).  Finally they decided to do a test run and headed off to collect Dave and Guy, who returned an hour later.  Unfortunately it was not good news for the other four guys who ended up having to stay for another night on the glacier as the airplane was broke again.  That evening we managed to wash all our dirty clothes as Emanuel kindly let us use this washing machine and managed to get most of it dried for it rained.   

Wednesday 13th June
This morning Simon headed down to the airstrip to get an update on the airplane.  He returned to the cabin with bad news.  It was going to take them longer than expected to fix the problem.  The four of us headed down to the hanger to retrieve the rest of our kit and started sorted it out into the barrels for the return journey.  Simon looked into the possibility of getting the helicopter to collect the other guys from the glacier, but at the moment it was not available.  Lance was hopeful that the airplane may be fixed later that afternoon and could collect the rest of our team.  The weather brightened up during the morning and after lunch we all headed for a stroll down at the lake.  At about 1630 Simon and Dave went back to the airstrip to see Lance.  The part had no arrived but wouldn’t be ready to fly until tomorrow.  Simon made contact with Stew and gave them the bad news of another night out on the glacier.  They were all bored of sitting around and Mandy had soon discovered that Simon had pinched her Soduku book.  Late that evening we headed off to the lake to see if we could find any bears.  We still never seen any and return to the cabin at midnight and headed off to bed.  

Thursday 14th June
This morning was cloudy and wet.  Simon took his usual stroll to the airstrip to find out what was going on at returned shortly after we all saw the airplane take off.  Finally we got the news we had all been waiting for has it left to collect Jimmy and Fergie.  They arrived back an hour later followed by Stew and Mandy.  While Jimmy, Fergie, Stew and Mandy headed off for a nice hot shower the rest of us sorted out all the group kit and began packing the barrels.  Simon had managed to contact the taxi that was able to collect us that afternoon and take us back to Whitehorse.  The taxi arrived at 1430hrs and after a stop at the warden’s office to de-register and tea and cake at the bakery we arrived back at the River Inn.   We unloaded the kit and stored all the barrel and skies bags in the basement ready for collection by DHL.  After a shower and change everyone headed out for a couple of drinks in the bar before our evening meal in the Edgewater Hotel.  Afterwards we headed up Main Street and found a pub for a few drinks.  

Friday 15th June
This was a free day in Whitehorse.  I think it was fair to say that everyone had a sore head with some people not getting up until lunchtime.  Simon and Guy were up first and headed out to breakfast, Dave and I followed shortly after.  We then headed off into town for a spot of shopping and gifts for loved ones before returning back to the hotel about lunchtime.  Dave went on a search for a present for Simon from the team for organizing the trip and brought him a stone cairn.  Everyone had a relaxing afternoon before headed out for an evening meal.  During the afternoon some people headed off for a stroll around the city while other had an afternoon nap.  The weather turned miserable during the afternoon and rained heavily.  Mandy and I both had a well-earned soak in the tub that afternoon.  

Saturday 16th June
This was our last day in Canada and after breakfast Mandy and I headed off back up town for a last bit of shopping.  We all meet up the hotel before lunch and got the entire kit together ready to load in the taxi for a short trip to the airport.  While we were all together in the lobby Dave gave a short little speech thanking Simon for organizing the trip and presented him with his gift.  Our entire luggage was checked in at Whitehorse and we could any hope it would all made it back to London with us.  

Sunday 17th June
We all arrived safely back at Heathrow and headed off to collect our baggage.  After a long wait and beginning to lose hope our baggage began to arrive.  Eventually everyone had all their luggage and the final journey home began.             
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