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Presidents & Vice-Presidents Association

Dear All

Apologies for the delay in producing this, the fourth of the news-letters, but there has been a lot going on, and that’s just in my day job.  I have covered what has happened in and to 'your' union in March, April and May and added the fixture list for the 2009 - 2010 season.
Representative Sides
The last months of the season have been dominated by the final build up to and then the Inter-Service matches.

The RAF XV completed their warm-up matches with a game against Nottingham at Mellish RFC on the 25th Mar winning 21 – 13.

In their now annual fixture against the Lincolnshire Vets at Sleaford RFC, the RAF Vets won a very hard fought game 14-13.

The first round of Inter-Service matches saw the RAFRU travel to Aldershot to pit themselves against the Army and unfortunately the resultant headline BLOODBATH in the RAF News says in all.

First up were the RAF Vets defending the Inter-Service crown they won in dramatic circumstance last season.  In almost perfect playing conditions the RAF kicked off and were immediately under intense Army pressure for almost the first 20 minutes of the game, during which time numerous penalties were conceded.  The Army finally worked out that they were not going to break the Vultures defensive line and kicked a penalty to open the scoring.  Undaunted the Vultures replied with some good kicking from hand to drive the Army back into their own 22.  This pressure was rewarded when the Army conceded a penalty and they were punished them for their repeated infringements.  This was a game where no quarter was asked and none given, with the Army striving to avenge last year’s defeat.  The Army kicked another penalty to make the score 6-3 and this was quickly followed up by a converted try to make the score 13-3 at half time. The Vultures were still in this game, with a lineout that was working well, but had to make more first time tackles count in a loose style of game, the Fijians in the Army side started to run amok and scored two tries early in the second half.  The Vulture valiantly regrouped, but were unable to breech the Army defensive line.  When the Vultures started to run the ball wide they looked as thought they could force themselves back into the game but a series of missed penalty kicks at goal linked to some poor touch kicking allowed the Army to run in two more tries.  The Vultures heart and effort could not be faulted but on the day they were soundly beaten by a strong Army side by 38 points to 3 points.

The Women’s XV were the next to do battle and whilst they put up a good performance, the Army proved on the day to be stronger and faster.  A great game to watch but unfortunately this was not reflected by the score line.  Final score 0 – 72.

Then came the main event and whether it was a determination to prevent a hat-trick of defeats or something else, the RAF XV started at a fabulous pace with crunching tackles as they aimed to beat the Army, something they haven't done for 15 years.  The improbable seemed probable after the visitors capitalised on a nervous Army start, piling on the pressure through the middle they took the game to the home side.  Aided by a red card in the eighth minute for kicking a player, the RAF took the lead from the proceeding penalty to take a shock, but well-deserved lead from the boot of Cpl Phil Thomas.
The Army had a new cap at Fly Half and although he had never played in an Inter-Service match before, he had 10 full caps for Fiji and it is class like that that the RAF will never be able to recruit.  It was not until the 27th minute that the RAF ranks were broken as the Army ran through a clever try that was converted.  A knock-on led to a penalty minutes later, which the home side captain raced clear for an unconverted try.  The partisan crowd began to revel in the one-sided flow of the half as the Army ran in another try after some good build-up play that stretched the visitors and three minutes later a fourth try was converted to make it 24-3.  A mistake by from a scrum 25 yards out was punished by the home side who sprinted through to score on the RAF left. The conversion made it 31-3.  A call of 'heads up, keep going' from the RAF bench was then mirrored as the side pressed the Army back with good kicking and tough challenges, before a stunning drop kick from Cpl Thomas hushed the crowd, except for the RAF fans.  The kick lifted the visitors' spirits and to be fair, the side never gave up, but when faced with opposition such as this they could do little against the powerful runs except maintain a professional approach and hit hard when the chances were available.  It seemed every time the Army's forwards got the ball something happened and so it was with three minutes left that, after a period of heavy RAF tackling and containment, the Army broke and a superb cross-field pass produced a try to make it 38-6, which was well converted.  Another Fijian break over 30 yards resulted in a try, despite some great running and covering by the RAF.  Half-time score line 43-6.
A number of half-time replacements did little to prevent another one-man try from the home side for a 50-6 converted score just after the break.  Taking the ball close to the Army touchline, the RAF were unlucky not to score and then responded quickly to a fast Army break halting them with a crunching tackle.  With just over half an hour to go, another try after a swift break made it 55-6.  But the RAF refused to give in or break from their shape, forcing the Army back into their own 22 then five-yard line with some great pressing play.  A fabulous line-out then saw the visitors create a great effort, but were halted 10 yards out by two heavy tackles, before the ball was spilled.  A RAF scrum on the Army 22 failed to produce anything and a series of crunching challenges later saw the visitors steady the ship and bring the game under control for a brief period.  Then, with 18 minutes left and the RAF in the middle of a great charge following a superb line-out, the floodlights went out!!  Playing to the conditions the RAF went over for a try to make the score 55-11.  The closing 10 minutes were played in darkness on the pitch while the stand lights burned brightly and the Army broke through from the half way line to make it 60-11, followed by a conversion underneath the posts.  As both sides preferred to produce a kick-and-rush tactic, the RAF lost out after a ball was spilled, and the Army completed the rout when a prop ran almost the entire length of the field to score and make it the final score line 67-11.
Following the one-sided affair, RAF Head Coach WO Steve Worrall said: "I was disappointed because some of our guys were overawed by the occasion."  It is fairly clear that when we play at this level we are simply not up to it because of the standard of competition we face.  "I thought we were superb in the opening 20 minutes, we more than matched them, but we have been badly hit by injuries and lost vital practice matches, couple that with the level of players we are facing and it's very hard for the lads, but I thought that they did really well and kept it together right up until the final third of the game, when our lack of match time together began to tell."  I thought the forwards played really well, and we tried to stop them playing and hit them hard, which we did.  We were good value for our lead and our plan to get up in their faces was working well, but we let the big Fijian lad get some space and he punished us.  Our plan was to restrict him, but as soon as one mistake is made, the international and league players they have will punish us, which they did.

Just 7 days later the RAFRU hosted their counterparts from the Navy at Newbury and tried to regain some pride after the previous week’s hammerings.
Starting the proceedings once again, the Vultures played the second (and last) game in defence of their Veterans IS title and were sadly beaten by a well-drilled Navy side.  The conditions at Newbury were almost perfect and both teams took the park to show how Veterans rugby should be played.  The Mariners kicked off and almost from the kick the Vultures almost conceded a try, the RN put on some intense pressure and it was only the first up tackles that stopped a number of scores.  The Vultures started to play some rugby and although missing a number of first up tackles scored against the run of play crossing for a try in the corner.  This seemed to spur the Mariners into a renewed phase of attacks, which was rewarded in the 15 minute by a converted try.  This was quickly followed with another when the Vultures again failed to clear out at the ruck situation.  The first half closed with a successful penalty kick from each team leaving the match well balanced at 8-15.
The Mariners started the second half at the same tempo as they finished the first half scoring two tries in quick succession.  The Vultures appeared to have lost their way and had no answer to the Navy game plan and they conceded two more tries without reply.  Despite some intense Vultures pressure and supreme efforts from the three quarters they could not find a way through the Mariners defence until mid way through the half when the forwards forced their way over for.  This was to be the Vultures last score as they rued a number of missed penalty kicks.  The RN closed the scoring with a penalty to make the final score 13–41 to the Mariners. A bunch of very disconsolate Vultures left the field; a side which had not only been beaten by a better team on the day, but also by lack of game-time due to cancelled matches in the late part of the season.
After a lot of soul searching the Women’s XV dug deep into their reserves and the excellent result was a fantastic way to come back from the defeat at the hands of the Army.  The blend of experience combined with some new found talent the game was a great advert for RAF Women’s Rugby and was a superb way for Sgt’s John Wilding and Sgt ‘Flub’ Alcock to sign off after many years as the Head Coach and Deputy Coach respectively.  The squad showed the appreciation for all that John and Flub have done by presenting them with framed shirts.  Sir Michael Knight, our senior Past President present at Newbury, was so engrossed in the game that he refused to go to the main reception until the game was over.  Final Score 36–0

Desperate to avenge their thrashing the previous week the RAF XV wanted to vanquish the memory of the IS opener.  Hitting the RN in every area of the pitch, slowing them down in rucks, mauls and from line-outs, a more composed RAF side kept the half-time score to 15-9.  Within seconds of the restart the RN conceded a penalty in-front of their posts, which the RAF took advantage of, to bring the score to within three points, the closest they would come.  Further Navy scores meant the RAF men were always playing catch-up, but they were teasingly within touching distance and a long period of heavy tackling saw the RAF run in a try.  Having kept the score at 27-20 for a long period, the RN ran in a try from 30-yards which they then converted, with three minutes left.
Bolstered by some excellent defensive work throughout, the RAF men saw some excellent kicking from Cpl Phil Thomas, who scored 15 of the 20 RAF points, remained within one score of the RN until the final quarter, when a try sealed the win for the visitors. A spokesman for the side said: "This was a much improved performance in all areas. Our upfront tackling was excellent and this gave us a great foundation. We challenged throughout, our tactics worked well and the lads showed great commitment."  Final Score 20-34.
So the RAFRU end the season having lost 7 out of the 8 Inter-Services matches that were played, the worst result for a number of years.

However, and to put things in perspective, the Army beat the RN Ladies 60-0, the RN Vets 36-16 (both at Kneller Hall) and the RN at Twickenham 50-7.

The RAFRU Presidents & Vice-Presidents Association held the annual ‘Meet & Greet’ at Newbury and more people then ever turned up to see old friends, reminisce and generally have a good time.  The golf tournament had more participants than ever, with the Association hosting Brian Hoskins from Babcock’s (one of RAFRU’s main sponsor’s).  The report on the golf tournament is attached.
The display of memorabilia at the “Meet & Greet” was eagerly viewed; however additional items are always welcome.  Photographs and programs will be carefully copied and then returned to the owner, so please send me what you have stored away. 
RAF XV Tour
To help celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the RAF, our colleagues in the RNZAF invited the RAFRU to tour 

The squad arrived at RNZAF Whenuapai with just 2 days to get over the jet-lag and prepare for the ‘First Test’.  With a number of players unavailable to tour, the squad contained a mixture of very experienced players, through to individuals who had never played in an RAFRU side before.  The team selected for the first match included 10 capped players, but with only 1 in the backline and six players starting for the first time at senior level.
Conditions under foot were heavy after repeated showers and the team were fully aware of the task ahead; the RAF won the toss and elected to play with the strong breeze.   The Kiwi's kicked off and the RAF won ball and following a kick and chase the RAF forwards regained possession, recycled quickly and a try was scored.  The conversion was missed, but after two minutes the score was 5-0 to the RAF.  The pattern of play developed into a battle of the RAF pack controlling the set pieces and the RNZAF dangerous backs looking to put width on the game.  After both sides spent time probing and looking for ways through in the difficult conditions, it was the RAF forwards who took control.  After exerting pressure on the oppositions 5m line, another try was scored, increasing the score to 10-0.  The Kiwi fly half reduced the deficit with a well struck penalty to make the score 10-3 with 30 mins played and with the opposition now attacking with pace and width, some excellent defensive work by the backs made light work of the underfoot conditions to relieve the pressure with some excellent clearance kicks.

The second half began with the dominant RAF pack putting a tremendous amount of pressure on the home sides pack.  After a good break in midfield, the RAF increased the pressure and after three attacking 5m scrums, the No 8 got on the score sheet again with a great try off the back of the scrum.  The try was converted and the score was now 17-3 to the RAF.  The game continued in a tremendous downpour which coincided with the Kiwis attacking the visitor’s line.  After numerous attacks, the home side were desperate for a score to get them back in the game, but the RAF pack held the Kiwis and some superb defence by the whole team kept the line intact.  Then came the try that sealed the game for the visitors, turnover ball deep inside the visitors 22 gave the forwards the opportunity to advance into the stiff breeze and driving rain. Initially after keeping it tight, a good piece of inter-passing saw the winger outrun the covering defence and score in the left hand corner. A superb counter attack and some exquisite handling in awful conditions epitomised the teamwork that has been generated by this team. The conversion was missed and with the game drawing to a close, it was again the RAF forwards, dominant throughout who closed down the game.

A 22-3 victory, with 4 great tries in dreadful conditions, sealed the victory with handshakes all round.  Both teams should be credited on a great game in front of an appreciative crowd and following the post match function and formalities, both sets of players headed off into Auckland for a great night, accompanied by some excellent singing on the bus journey to the City centre.
In the days between the matches the squad carried out some sight-seeing which included the Maori Marea, which was an insight into the cultural Maori way of life and was fully enjoyed by all who attended.  The squad also watched the Super 14's fixture, Chiefs v Hurricanes, final score 16-8 to the Chiefs.  The squad were hosted by the Chiefs management & players at the post match meal.

The RAF team remained unchanged for the last game of the two test series at the Whenuapai Oval, but the home side had made seven changes from the team that had been defeated a week earlier.  As the heavens opened at the start of the first half, the RAF team were shocked by the intensity of the Kiwi play and after a simple break from midfield the home side were touching down under the RAF posts.  The game was a contest of two different styles, the Kiwis living off scraps provided by their pack and the RAF forwards dominant throughout.  After a sustained amount of pressure, the RAF scrum half sniped from a scrum to touch down in what was beginning to look like a quagmire of a pitch after another torrential down pour.  The conversion was missed, but the fly-half put the RAF team into the lead with a well struck penalty.  The Kiwi XV converted two kicks in quick succession and the RAF team looked rattled and out of sorts.  Half Time 13-8.

The second half was started amidst monsoon like conditions as the rain was torrential; however this was the start of a tremendous half of rugby as the home team were defending manfully against the RAF onslaught.  The game was now played mainly in the home teams half and more often the 22m area.  After some sustained pressure by the RAF team with no return, the Kiwi's broke out and moved play deep into the RAF half; an RAF player was shown a yellow card for killing the ball, and the resultant penalty was kicked by the Kiwi fullback.  The kick off was sent deep into the home teams 22m, and after a poor clearance kick, the RAF team maintained continuous pressure, and after the ball was swiftly moved back to the blind side it was fly half Jones who ghosted through the defence to score wide out. The conversion was missed, but all to play for.  The Kiwi's kicked deep, into the visitors 22m and a fumble ensured that they stayed there; again the RAF defended their line well, but with a player still in the bin, the home side were turning up the pressure through their dangerous backs.  Eventually something gave and it was an offside in the midfield that gave the Kiwi fullback another kick at goal; the ball sailed between the posts amidst the continuing downpour.  The RAF were not giving up and another period of sustained pressure saw the pack drive over the line for a try.  The game was absorbing and brutal, and considering the conditions, no quarter was given.  Unfortunately, the RAF just couldn't break the Kiwi defence and collect the vital score to clinch the series.  Full time score RNZAF 19-18 RAFRU.

The players had given their all, and were extremely disappointed with the final score. Scoring three tries to one and seven tries to one over the two games the players can feel justifiably proud of their achievements.  This has been a tremendous tour and the new players involved with RAF rugby at this level have enjoyed and learnt much from the experience.  The post-match dinner was a tremendous event and fully supported by the CAF RNZAF and many other Kiwi dignitaries.  All players and management would like to express their sincere thanks to the RNZAF Rugby Union for their support and friendship.  Particular mention should go to Sqn Ldr Mike Cunningham, Sgt Rick Wadmore and Mr Richard Horwood, who have all provided the support that is necessary for a tour of this magnitude 
The RAFRU 7’s squad started their season by participating in the Canterbury Sevens.  The squad was limited, given the RAF XV tour to New Zealand which coincided with the tournament, but were confident of some success given their preparation for the event.
The first game saw the RAF play the University of Kent and won comfortably 41-14, scoring 7 tries in the process.  In their 2nd game the RAF won again, this time beating Sevenoaks 48-0, scoring 8 tries this time.  The 3rd match was against the Argyll’s, who like most Army teams were sporting almost a full team of Fijians.  The RAF kept their cool and avoided any confrontation and easily ran out winners 38-0, with another 6 tries scored; however the hard hitting game certainly took its toll on the players.

The last pool match was against Dover who were also unbeaten.  The RAF battled hard and scored 2 good tries but eventually went down 12-27.  Tiredness was evident in this game with the team having played a match every 40 mins for the preceding 4 hours and it was clear that it was taking its toll. However, the performance was strong, and the RAF were unlucky to lose, given that they had held the lead until 4 mins to go.  This result left the team second in their pool, and they had enough of a point’s difference for them to proceed into the final of the plate competition.
This game against one of the local favourites was always going to be a tough fixture and so it proved.  With the squad reduced to 10 men against Warlingham, it was not long before the opposition managed to break through the tired defence and score, another 3 tries were scored before leaving the RAF trailing 24-0.  The RAF managed to score 2 tries of their own in the 2nd half, but eventually went down 12-50.  For a squad on its first outing of the season, and given their inexperience, it was an admirable performance.  Playing 5 games in the space of as many hours is a tall order, and considering some of the squad had been representing the Combined Services the previous day, it was no surprise that there were some tired legs out there.  However, to finish 2nd in the group with a point’s difference of +100 points was an excellent achievement and something the squad can only build on over the season.  To come home with runners-up medals in their first tournament is an achievement in itself and the players can be justly proud of their performance.
After many years of discussion, the Combined Services fielded a Veterans side for the first time and they played a John Bentley's Legends XV in a Help the Heroes Exhibition match at Moortown RFC on the 65th anniversary of the D-Day landings.  The RAF had 6 players in the squad with Sgt Simon Hill as one of the coaches (and having a cameo shot at being a centre) with Justin Scholes as the Physio.  The opposition included Dave Scully (England 7’s), along with 4 other internationals and numerous county players.  It was a great day out even if the CS Vets lose 38-20.

The RAFRU Divisional Squads participated in the Akrotiri International Floodlit 10-a-side Tournament as part of the re-invigoration of station rugby, with priority in selection being given to those individuals who had played in the Divisional Tournament in Nov.  One very pleasing aspect about the overall divisional squad selection was that the vast majority of players had not been to Cyprus before.  The enthusiasm they showed at being able to share in the whole 10’s experience was extremely refreshing.

The final group placing was as follows:-





P
W
D
L
F
A

League 1
Sharks
3
1
0
2
48
49

League 1
Wolves
3
0
0
3
5
100

League 2
Eagles
3
2
0
1
88
31

League 2
Stags

3
1
0
2
57
42

The top 2 sides in each league went in to the Cup, the 3rd placed side into the Bowl, with the bottom team entering the Plate.

In the ¼ finals of the Cup the Eagles played Public School Wanderers and battled hard, giving them the hardest game that they had this far, but eventually lost 36-0.

The losers in the Cup ¼ finals were placed in the ¼ finals of the Bowl, where the Sharks beat Benson 15-10.  The Stags went down 36-0 to 2 PWRR Lions and the Eagles played poorly in losing 19-12 to HMS Drake.

All the Bowl losers were given another chance of winning a trophy as they were put in to the ¼ finals of the Plate.  The Eagles were feeling the effects of too much sun and not enough rest, but eventually overcame 11 EOD 27-0, a team that they had scored 59 points against the previous night and the Stags had a titanic battle in beating the TA 12-10.  In the gathering gloom on an outside pitch, the Wolves were given the dubious honour of playing the last match of the day for the second day in a row.  They put their heart and soul into the game, but went down fighting against the more direct approach of the CCU, losing 5-12.

The last night of the Tournament saw all the semi-final and finals played on the Stadium pitch.  The first semi-final of the Plate saw the Eagles dismantle Benson 24-7, scoring 4 tries to 1 against a side that contained 3 capped players and who are the current RAF Cup-winners.  This was the second time that a divisional side had beaten the current RAF Cup winners.  In the second semi-final the Stags beat CCU 22-10 by utilising their superior pace on the wings.  In the first of the Bowl semi-finals the Sharks lost 10-5 to HMS Drake.

The Plate Final was an all RAFRU Divisional affair with the Eagles pitted against the Stags.  With divisional honour at stake, no quarter was given, or expected in what was expected to be a hard fought game.  However, the Eagles were dominant in the set piece, decisive in the loose and scored some excellent tries to run out convincing winners by 17-0.
A lot of very good rugby was played by the Divisional sides, with the back play being particularly pleasing to watch.  However what was very noticeable was the lack of physically big individuals amongst any of the squads and this put the teams at a disadvantage against the more robust sides.

It can only be hoped that the enthusiasm shown in Cyprus is translated back in the UK to more people playing station rugby and more games being played.  Peer pressure by the players is probably the best weapon the RAFRU have to counter-act the decline in unit rugby.

Following the death of Geordie Lowden, Dave Wynn has written this personal tribute.

MAURICE WILLIAM LOWDEN

“Aka “Geordie”

Rugby and RAF rugby in particular has lost one of its more colourful characters of recent times.  Geordie Lowden was known throughout RAF rugby circles as a man with a ready wit, can do attitude and a willingness to get involved whether as a player, coach of kit man to the representative sides.  He often found a welcome release from his daily routine as a TG 17 clerk on the rugby pitch in one guise or another and more probably holding court in the club house or NAAFI afterwards.  Perhaps one of his most memorable escapades was as a self appointed host at the Benidorm International Sevens where international and top club players were greeted on arrival at the Tournament Official Cocktail party at the hotel, by Geordie resplendent in his Dinner Jacket, white shirt, bow tie and outrageous Bermuda shorts and flip flops.  To quote from John Mace’s Official History of the RAF Rugby Union “To this day, Gill Burns (later captain of England Ladies) and the rest of her Waterloo squad, plus the damsels of Biggar Ladies, still think it was very generous of Geordie to have invited them to his personal “meet and greet” gathering.  Those of you who knew him and met him will understand exactly the sentiment of this entry!  On leaving the RAF he took up a position as Club House Manager at Oxford Rugby Club and took an active part in the coaching there as well as dispensing copious amounts of alcohol from the bar.  Famously quoted in the National Press when the club reached the latter stages of the National knockout competition and facing one of the top sides in the country, his philosophy was whatever happens on the pitch will happen - but the sun will still rise tomorrow.  He still kept in touch with rugby friends and acquaintances in the Oxford area and when he then moved to his homely pub in one of the Oxford back streets, all were welcome and rarely escaped before the milkman did his rounds!  The pub was filled with RAF rugby photographs and memorabilia and everyone and anyone associated with RAF rugby was always very welcome as many of us found to our cost the following morning!  The good times at the pub came to a premature end when the brewery decided it was not viable to keep it open any longer and Geordie moved to a job at one of the University Colleges, where he is reputed to have regaled work colleagues, students and anyone else who would listen to his fund of stories, anecdotes mostly involving his passion for rugby.

A regular at the annual Vice-Presidents gathering at the home Inter-Service match, his colourful character will be sadly missed around the RAF Rugby Union congregation.

A photograph taken at the wake shows (standing) Bob Allison, Tony Billett, Ford Ashworth, Don Meecham & Steve Long; (seated) Paul A’Herne, Spike Parsonage, Mick Jones & Stu Role.  Also present were Paul Bradley, John Caldecott, Graham Nicholson, Kenny Pugh, Graham Still, Steve Worrall and myself.

Photographs

Peter Larter has remembered a couple more names from the picture of the Bob Oaks Memorial game, the 3rd from the left in back row is Tony Marter (winger) and the 7th from the left is Roy Norris (prop). 
Steve Williams, the RAFRU Sec has sent me a picture of the Bruggen Bears team in 1971: Sgt Bob McLeish, Flt Lt Barry Doggett, Sgt Geoff Kevan, SAC Steve Williams, Mr Stan Patterson, Flt Lt Barclay Brown, Sgt Mick Chidgey, Sgt Mick Ramsey, Cpl Ian Nicholson, Cpl Chris Gibbons, (front), Flt Lt Bill Baggley (rear), Cpl Ian Maxwell, Flt Lt ? Evans, JT Ian Curle, Flt Lt Rolly Taylor & Sgt Sandy Goodwin.
Strange Facts

When Chris Hilliker was capped at fly half in 2006 against the RN and Army, he equalled his fathers Cliff’s feat, capped 1968 v Army & RN and 1973 v RN in the same position.  To date they are the only father and son to have been capped.  They were also both members of a UAS when first capped and are both members of the Association.
Information

The RAFRU website can be found by Googling RAF Rugby and we are the first site that comes up.

Fixtures
- all matches away unless otherwise specified
June

Wed 24

Vets v South Wales Police


Cardiff Arms Park
July

Fri 10 – Sun 12
Macclesfield 7’s

Fri 17 – Sun 19
Newquay 7’s

Aug
Wed
12

U23 & Academy XV’s v Cardiff Blues

Sun
30

U23 XV v Chinnor

Sep
Wed
9

Binbrook Bomb



RAF Halton

Sun
20

U23 XV v Henley

Wed
23

Sharks v RLC Warriors


Aldershot




Wolves v West Midlands Police

Birmingham

Oct
Wed
14

Sharks v Shrivenham
Wolves v Bridgenorth or Telford or 1 Royal Irish

Nov
Sun
1

U23 XV v Cheltenham

Tue
3 

Divisional Championships Finals

RAF Halton

Wed
4
 
Divisional Championships Finals

RAF Halton

Wed
11

Remembrance Day Match


Aldershot




U23 XV v United Hospitals


?

Sat
21

RAFRU 23 XV v RNRU U23 XV

RAF Cranwell
Dec
Sat
5

ARU U23 XV v RAFRU U23 XV

Aldershot
Jan
Sun
17

Academy XV v Cheltenham
Mar
Wed
3

RAF Cup & Shield Quarter-finals

Sat
6

Academy XV v Stourbridge
Sat
27

UAS 7’s




RAF Cranwell

Wed
31

RAF Cup & Shield Semi-finals

RAF Halton
Apr

Easter Fri 2 - Mon 5

Sat
10

IS v RN




Portsmouth

Wed
21

IS v Army




Newbury




10's Competition



Newbury
May

Sat
1

Inter-Service Army v RN


Twickenham & Kneller Hall



CS U23 XV v England Students

Wed
5

RAF Cup & Shield Finals


RAF Halton

The up to date fixture list can be viewed on the RAFRU website.
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