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LUFTWAFFE _SITUATION REFORT NO. 58 APRIL

Operations on 13 April and during the Night of 13/1) April

Situation in Southern Theatre

X Fliegerkorps
(a) Air Situation — Libya

Recomnaissance was carried out over the North African coast in the
Derna, ~ Tobruk area.

Operations were directed against shipping in Tobruk harbourw.
(b) Air Situation - Mediterranean

Reconnsissance was 6a.rried out over airfields and the harbour at
Malta,

Bombers attacked port installations at La Valetta and Imca aire
field. ‘

Total Losses =~ Libya and Mediterranean

Germans Nil return
Enemys L Hurricane . in air battle

2 Hurricanes destroyed en the ground

3 aircraft

Situation in South~Eastern Theatre

L.

Ground Situation on 13 April (2200 hours)

(a) Gexman Operations in Jugoslavia and Greece

In the Second Army battle area elements of a Panzer Division
advanced southwards from Karlovac and reached Bihac., These units are
contimuing their advance through Lipa in the direction of Kljuc. Other
elements of this division advanced southwards from Zagreb to Kostajnica,
where they are in action against Serbian units., Advanced detachments
of Army formations have reached Vinica (25 km west of Karlovac), Maja
(70 km south of Zagreb), Petrinja, Sisak and Dubica (25 km east of
Kostajnica).

Other Panzer formations and fast-moving units are advancing south
from the Vinkovel and Mitrovica ~ Ruma areas and are engaged in hard
fighting with Serbian forces south of the Sava in the Sabac ares and at
Brcko (55 km south of Vinkovei).

Elements of these formations are advancing from Mitrovica in the
direction of Loznica - Zvormik,

v

Army fermations of Panzergruppe Kleist are moving up on the line
Belgrade ~ Jagodina — Nis., .

A Panzer division is located in the area around Belgrade, a fast-
moving division in the area north-west of Nif, an infantry division in
Ni8 and a mountain division is advancing through Knjazevac in a westexrly
direction. y

A
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A Twelfth Army Panzer division was moved south from Pr:.stina a.nﬁ
its main force is located in the area around Skoplgje.

After breaking down British resistance at Vevi, Panzer foma‘b::.ons
of XXXX Corps advanced south through Ptolemais and are engaging British
armoured forces directly south~west of the town. SS units are in
action against British ‘broops in the Sklithromarea (20 km south-~east of
Florina).

Elements of a mountain division have established a bridgehead across
the Aliakmon river south~east of Verroia,

A Panzer division is continuing its advance through Gida in the
direction of Katerini.

The main force of a mountain division is located in the area around
Gephyra (25 km north-east of Salonika).

An infantry division advancing from the east has reached the Salonika =
Dojran Leke railway line in the vicinity of Kilkis. :

3 further infantry divisions are moving up from the area south of
Sof'ia in the direction of Skoplje; advanced detachments of one of these
divisions have reached Carevo Selo.

(b) ZItalian Operations

Fost~moving Italian units from Fiume advanced south~east along the
coast and reached the town of Segna.,

Armoured units routed Serbian troops at Koplik (north of Soutari).

On the morming of 13 April Army formations of Ninth Army moved
forward, passed through Pogradec, and are advancmg south in the dirsction
of Koritsa.

(o) Hungarien Operations

Hungarian motorised units occup:!.ed the Serblan territory bounded by
the Drava and Denube rivers north of Osijek. Paratroops were employed
to geocure the bridges over the Franzens Canal until fast-moving units
arrived,

After crossing the Hungarian-Jugeslav frontier between the Danube
and Tisza rivers, infantry formations reached the approximate line Backa
Topola. ~ Senta,

IT, Air Situation on 13 April (2200 hours)

(4) German Operations
(1) ZLuftflotte &

During the morning and afternoon of 13 April large formations of
bombers dropped heavy bombs on military objectives in Sarajevo.
Numerous hits were scored in the centre of the city, in ocut-lying districts,
on barracks in the western part of the city and on railway installations.
Extensive fires were observed.

Bombers and dive-bombers attacked Mostar airfield, a train on the
Sarajevo — Mostar line and enemy concentrations in the Banjaluka
Sarajevo area., Two hangars and an aircraft were hit by bombs on

Mostar airfield.
/ Single-engined
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Single~engined and twin~engined fighter formations made low-level
machino-gun attacks on airfields at Tuzla, Sarajevo and Bijeljina and on
troop concentrations in the arca Sabac = Umka-Cacok - Uzdce (southwwest
of Belgrade). 'In some cases enemy colums were sompletely-destroyed or
routed, and a row of vehicles was also destroyed. 5 airoraft were set
on fire oniTuzla airfield, and one each on Serajevo and Blijeljina airfields,

2

Enemy defence was slight. No fighters were seen and heavy, medium
and light AA fire was put up only at Sarajevo and to the north, and was
sporadic and ineffective.

On 12 April 2 enamy aircraft bound for Russia made a forced landing
en Rumanian territory,

(2)  VIII Fliegerkorps

During the day bombers attacked 5 ships in Volos harbour and troop
concentrations in the Ptolemais ~ Kozani area., ' 3 ships were hit by
bombs, :

Fighters operating in the Ptolemais —~ Kozani area did not make
~ oontact with the enemy.

(3) X Fliegerkorps

Owing to unfavourable weather conditions only limited activity was.
possible, 10 bombers attacked shlpping concentrations in Eleusis Bay
between 2152 and 2328 hours with the following results: :

1 destroyer was hit by 2 250 Kg. bombs, one of which landed on the
stern, the other close under the sterm, The vessel turned through
180° and then stopped with the stern well under water.

1 merchant ship of 6,000 tons, probably a tanker, was attacked with
1 500 Kge and 3 250 Kg. bombs. . 2 hits were scored and a large ares
around the shlp was covered with oil.

2 merchant ships, each of about 6,000 tons, were attacked with 8
250 Kg. bombs which fell short of the target, ’

2l 250 Kg, bombs were dropped on harbour installations at Piresus,
Total Losses

Eneny:

On the Ground: 1l airoraft, type unknown
7 biplanes, type unknown

8 aircraft

German: 1 Ju 88 (missing)
(B) Italian Air Operations

Re ssance

Aircraft carried out visual and photographic reconnalssance in the
Zara area, over Kotor (Cattaro) Bay, and along the western coasts of
Jugoslavia and Greece as far as Navarino. 1 oruiser, 2 destroyers,

2 auxiliary vessels, 1 torpedo boat, 1 submarine and 9 small oraft were
observed in the bays and channels in the Kotor area., There were kL
bombers on the southern part of Mostar airfield. 26 powered sailing
vessels were observed in Argostoli Bay.

- /Operations
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Operations

20 ‘bombers made an effective attack on military objeotives in Sebenico.
125 bombers attacked military objectives in and around Kotor with
very good results. Explosions and fires were observed in the arsensal
. &nd in fuel dumps. The destroyer "ILubianka" was hit and a. steamship set
“  on fire. AA defence was strong. ‘

13 bombers attacked Padgorica and various military installations
south of Koritsa,

In an encounter with 8 Glosters, the formation shot down one for
certain and probably two others. '

53 fighters carried out escort operations and patrols over the battle
area,

Libya and Mediterranean Area

Ground Situation -~ Libya

1‘2 April: At 1240 hours recommaissance aircraft confirmed that Tobruk ..
. was encircled by German and Italian forces.

At 2300 hours enemy warships bombarded Ain el Gazala. No
damage was caused., Axis columns were attacked by enemy fighters.

13 April: Fighting is still in progress at Tobruk. German and Italian
advanced detachments crossed the f rontier at Fort Capuzzo (30 km
south of Sollum) and pushed on in the direction of Sidi Barrani.
Other units are in action at Sollum. :

German Operations

Alr Situation - Libya

Reconnalssance

12 April: Morning reconnaissance in the Tobruk area observed that the
road east of the town was clear of enemy forces, There was a large
ship 50 km off Tobruk.

Results ef photographic recomnaissance carried out between
1100 and 1300 hours in the area El Hammam (60 km west-south-west of
Alexandria) ~ EL Daba (120 km east of Marsa Matruh) - Marsa Matmih e
Sidi Barrani ~ Tobruk:

Owing to clouds and mist railway and road traffic between EL
Hammam and. Tobruk could be observed only in places. On the line
between El Hammam and Marsa Matruh there was one goods train with
29 trucks apparently travelling west and one passenger train with
20 carriages moving east. '

25 tents were observed between the railway and road. Two
fires, apparently burning vehicles, were observed 11 km south-east
of SOllm.

There were no aircraft on Gasr el Arid airfield (south-west of
Tobruk) . :

/Shipping
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Shipping at Tobruk:

2 destroyers,
-3 minesweepers g‘?
" 3 patrol boats . g
1 merchant ship of about 2,000 tons,
- 2 small merchant ships together totalling about 800-~1,000 tens,

A la.rge pool of burning oil was observed in the harbour.
The following were on the airfields at Tobruk:

' - 26 single—-engn.ned aircraft, .
9 twin-engined aircraft, a.pparently Blenhe:uns,
1l dameaged s:.ngle-engined a:.rcra.ft.

There were 110 vehicles and 90 tents on or in the immediate -
vicinity of the Derma —~ Tobruk road. In the vicinity of Tobruk there
were about 170 vehicles. 30 vehicles were observed moving 'between
Bardia and Tobruk.

~ In addition to the hut and tent encamgments already reported,
newly constructed defence and artillery positions were observed. There
were about 40 vehicles and a convoy of 11l vehicles moving west,

Two new gun positions have been constructed on the eastern
perimeter of Tobruk airfield. A road.block has been set up east of
~ Lobruk on the road to Bardia.

13 April: The harbour and town of Tobruk a.ppear to have 'been evacua.ted.
1 1a.rge and 1 small ship were approaching Tobruk.

Photographic recomnalssance was carried out ove.r‘ the Sollum axea.
Operations (German and Italian)

12 April: The following additional detalls were issued regarding the divew
bomber attack on Tobruk mentioned in the previous report:

15 bombeis and dive~bombers escorted by German and ltalian fighters
attacked Tobruk and sank an auxiliary oruiser of 2,000 tons. One Ju 87
crashed and another made a forced landing on enemy territory.

13 April: At 1015 hours 6 Ltalian and 6 German dive-bombers escorted by 10
‘ Itallan fighters attacked shipping off Tobruk. A hlt was socored on
the stern of a large merchant ship of over 4,000 tons.

Adr Sltuation — Mediterranean

Reoonna.issa.noe

12 April: Results f photographic recommaissance over Malta at 1115 hours:

Warships at Ia Valettas:

7 destroyers, including one without bows and oné in dock,
2 minesweepers (?),
6 submarines.

Qhanges since 7 April:

4 destroyers and 2 large submerines have arrived,
1 small submarine and 1 patrol or escort vessel have left.

/The

RESTRICTED

@.334202/AB0/7/52/50



1Y

(s

RESTRIGCTED
- 6=

The amount of merchant shipping has not changed since 7 April,

Only part of Ta Venezia airfield was covered. 6 single~engined
aircraft were identified. .

In the early morning there were L ships south of Gozo on an easterly
sourse, apparently approaching La Valetta,

No enenv shipping movements were observed by reconnalssance south
of Sicily to the North African coast from Cape Bon to Sirte.

4 bombers carried out armed reconnaissance in the sea area Crete,

Operations

A bomber escorted an air-sea rescue aircraft.

No enemy aircraft were encountered in fighter sweeps over Malta and
Pantelleria. '

In an encounter with 3 Hurricanes, fighters escorting a recomnalssance
aircraft over Malta shot down one of the enemy aircraft, :

2 bombers returning from a convoy escort operation dropped 7 250 Kg
bombs on Luca airfield and Le Valetta harbour., Bombs hit the ruway and
the harbour area.

2 bombers on armed reconnaissance attacked Ia Valé‘bi:a. between 2235
and 2250 hours, dropping 8 250 Kg. bombs. Hits among harbour installations
were observed, '

Large formations of bombers and dive~bombers with fighter escort made
repeated attacks on airfields and harbour installations on Malta on

13 April,

From 0030 to 0110 hours 10 dive~bombers attacked Ta Venezia airfield
and gearchlight positions, dropping 10 500 Kg. and 40 50 Kg. bombs, Hits
were scored on the southern and south~eastern perimeters, in front of a
hangar and among searchlight positions. No details were ‘observed.

At about’ 0545 hours 9 dive~bombers attacked Iuce and Ta Vénezia _
airfields. On the ground 2 Hurricanes were destroyed and a twin~engined
fighter damaged by ahit on the tail. ‘

17 bombers attacked Ta Venezia airfield from 0005 to 0020 hours,
dropping 17 500 Kg. and 268 50 Kg. bombs, The bombs hit the southern
and south~eastern perimeters of the airfield. The target was clearly
recognized,

11l dive-bombers attacked Lmca airfield from 0035 to OOL5. hours,
dropping 11 500 Kg. and 44 50 Kg. bombs. Three hits were observed in
front of hangars on the northern perimeter of the airfield, and there were
further hits on a hut encampment and on the harbour area of Valetta
peninsula., . , . '

Defence

Maltas 0005~0020 hours: One aircraft, presumably a night fighter,
with navigation lights. No searchlights
at first, then 30. Slight, mainly
badly—-aimed AA fire,

/0045
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0045 hours: Night fighters observed. Little light

AA, heavy medium AA fire, About 25 =
30 searchlights.

0100 hours: 4 night fighters, slight AA fire, about
12 - 20 searchlights.
0545 hours: Searchlights, heavy and 1ight AA fire.
0600 hours: Searchlights, heavy and light AA fire,
" 2250 hours: AA of all oalibres, about 30 powerful
searchlights,
" Tobrulk: 40 mm AA five,

Total Number of Alrcraft Operational

7 reconnaissance aircraft
58 bombers
48 fighters
,113 aircraft

Logses - |
X German: 2 Ju 87!'s
Fpemy: 1 Hurricane (air ba.ttle)
2 Hurricanes (destroyed on ground)

Italian Operations

Air Situation - Libya

@er&h ns

See Germa.n report.
Reconnaissance '
12 Aprils A reconnaissance aircraft carried out an ursuccessful search for a
reported enemy convoy over the sea area south.of Orete,

13 April: Reconnaissance :Ln the Sicilian Channél observed 3 powered salling
ships and a powered fishing vessel 36 km north of Pantelleria at
0850 hours.

There were no enemy warships in the sea area Sciacca ~ Gozo w~
Lampedusa .~ Tripoli.

Operations

11 Aprdl:s 36 fighters and 2 'bom'bers escorted a convoy and carried out patrols
over. Tripoli.,

13 April: Fighters and bombers escorted an Italian convoy.
Total Number of Aircraft Operational

17 recom)aissa.nce airorai‘t
26 bombers
about 41 fighters

Q.bqut 84 aircraft
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Enemy Operations

Mediterranean

During the night of 12/13 April enemy aireraft attacled Brindisi
harbou;j. A -t;a.rﬂ_cer wa.s hit.

Losses
Ltaliang None .
Enemys None repor’bed

Situation at Sea — Mediterranean

On the morning of 12 April a 3,000 ton tanker in an Italian convoy
bound for tripoli was torpedoed by an enemy submarine,

LUFTWAFFE _SITUATION REPORT NO, 584 (15 April, 1941)

Operations on 1k April and during the Night of 14/15 April, 1941,

Situation in South~Eastern Theatre

I. Ground Situation on 1k April (2000 hours)

(a) German Operations in Jugoslavia and Greece

Elements of Second Army Panzer formations which advanced seouth~east
in the direction of Sarajevo from the Karlovac ~ Zagreb area moved through
Kljue and reached Jajce., Other elements advanced through Kostajnica and
reached Obonik (100 : km north-west of Sarajevo).

Other Army formations moved up to the line Krstinja ~ Kostajnica.
A fast-moving division advanced along the Drina to Loznica.

Other Panzer formations are still in action against Serbian units
gouth of Sabac.

Panzer formations of Pamergruppe Kle:v.s‘b are in act:l.on against Serbian
forces directly south of Belgrade.

A motorised division advanced north,—west through Krusevao and. reached
Kraljevo.

An infantry division is in action against d::.spersed Serblan Army units
directly north of Nid.

A mounta:.n division advanoed north from Knjazevac and reached Bor.
. Panzer format:l.ons were moved south from the Skoplje area.

An infantry division was ordered to move from the Vardar Valley to
Prilep. Advanced detachments have reached Prilep.

After successful actions against Dritish forces, Panzer formations of
Twelfth Army advanced south-west from Kozanl through Servia and are contimiing
their advance in the direction of Larissa.

- Other motorised formations are in pursuit of the enemy along the
Kozanl ~ Grevena road.

/5SS units
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SS units have taken a pass north of Kastoria.

Elements of a mountain division are moving across the mountain range

south~east of the Aliskmon river in the direction of Ellason.

After overcoming British resistance at Katerim Panzer formations
have reached Litokhoron (25 km south of Katerini) and are cont:.nuing their
advance along the road to Larissa.

British units and motorised columns are withdrawing rapidly from
northern Greece to the south and sou‘bh-—east in the direct:i.on of La.r:l.ssa. and
Lamia.

'On the evening of 14 April a spokesman of the Jugoslavian General Staff
arrived at Panzergruppe Kleist with a request for an armistice,

- (b) Italian Operatlons

Italian fast-moving units and armoured formations from the north .
advanced south-east and reached Gospic and the area about 25 km west of
Bihac.

Other Italian units advanced east from Zara and occupied Knin. '

TItalian Army formations on the Greek—Albanian front occup:.ed. Koritsa
and are advancing south along the road to Ersek., -

"7 Greek divisions on the Italian Ninth Army front have begun to fall
'ba.ck: through the moun‘ba.:.ns to the south.

Alr Situation on 14 April (2000 hours)

(A) - German Operations
(1) Iuftflotte 4

During the day 46 bombers, 15 dive-bombers, 17 transport aircraft, 25
twineengined fighters and 34 single~engined fighters were operational dver
Jugos]av:.a..

At midday 15 'bom'bers a.tta.cked Mostar a:i.rf':.eld dropping 15 500 Kg.,
26 250 Kg, H.E.,,l 250 Kg. incendiary bomb and 30 50 Kg. bombs. All the

" bombs fell among aircraft parked in the dispersal area to the south of the

alrfield, destroying or damaging many of them.

. 17 bombers attacked Ilidza (west—south-west of Sarajevo and presuma.‘b]y
the seat of the Serbian government)between 1720 and 1830 hours, dropping 2
500 Kge, 54 250 Kg. and 60 50 Kg, bombs, Hits were scored on public

“buildings and bombs fell near the castle.

During the afternoon 14 bombers and 4 dive~bombers attacked railway
installations and troop concentrations in the Brod~Doboj =~ Zupanja area,
dropping 1 500 Kg., 44 250 Kg. and 20 50 Kg. bombs, Enemy marching
columns at Doboj, Derventa, Kotorsko, Buslecic, Modrica, Odzac and the

railway station at Kotorsk:o were hit by bombs.

In the early afternoon a twin-engined fighter carried out a low-level
bombing and machine-gun attack on-an enemy headquarters at Mostar. 4
250 Kg. bombs were dropped.

/Formations
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Formations under the command of Fliegerfuehrer Arad made landings on
Bijeljina airfield during the morning and afternoon, breaking enemy resistance
and capturing 210 prisoners, Our losses amounted to 4 killed and 3 wounded.
The f'ollowing aircraft took part in the operation:

1 twin~engined fighter carried out reconnaissance before the attack. _

17 transport aircraft escorted by 12 Fighters were used to ocoupy the
airfield and to transport troops and weapons.

11 dive-bombers, 23 twin~engined fighters and 18 single-engined fighters
were available to déal with possible enemy resistance,

Defence

Heavy AA fire at Sarajevo , moderate AA fire at Zenica, Travnik and Doboj,
Heavy AA batteries at Derventa, Maglaj and south~east of Doboj. '

(2) VIII Fliegerkorps

Bombers attacked enemy shipping concentrations in Pireaus harbour,
L ships each of 8 = 10,000 tons were sunk and a further 8 of the same tonnage .
were damaged. In addition, bombers, dive-bémbers, twin-engined fighters and
single~engined fighters attacked enemy troop concentrations and columns in the
Servia ~ Diskata ~ Ellasen area. .

Fighters shot down 6 Blenheims over Prespa Lake.

(3) X Fliegerkorps

During the night of 13/1h4 April 5 bombers laid mines in Volos harbour.

Between 0050 and 0210 hours 8 bombers attacked shipping concentrations in
Eleusis Bay and Pireaus harbour from heights ranging from 1,300 to 6 »500. and
2,000 feet, =7 500 Kg. and 25 250 Kg. bombs were dropped.

The following results werc observed:

1 freighter of 6,000 tons: 1 hit on stern, 1 near miss., Ship damaged.

1 freighter of 5,000 tons: 3 near misses. Ship damaged.

1 freighter of 6,000 tons at Pireaus: near miss by bows, effect not
observed,

Hits were scored on quay and harbour instaliations at Pireaus and a large
fire was observed. , o :

Defence
Strong AA fire and searchlight activity.

2 bombers on. armed reconnaissance over the Aegean attacked the airfield at

Eleusis as a secondary target between 0212 and 0250 hours, dropping 2 500 Kg. and

8 250 Kg. bombs. Hits were scored on the north and socuth-west perimeter and
across the airfield. An explosion was observed after some minutes,

Defence .
2 night fighters which did not attack. Slight AA Ffire,
/Total
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Total Losses
Eneny: _ _
" In the Adr: 6 Dlenheims on 13 April (late report)

On the Ground: -  Several aircraft on Mostar airfield.
| German: 1 Ju 88 (forced landing in enemy terri'borjy)
(B) 1Italian Air Operations on 1l April

12 aircraft carried out armed reconnaissance over Knin (about 60 km
north~-west of Split) and shot up enemy troop columns, :

Other aircraft carried out photographic and visual reconnaissance in
the Jugoslav ~ Greek ~ Albanian battle area,

71 bombers attacked harbour installations at Prevesa and Joanina,
Podgorica railway station, the cross—roads at Kalibaki and enemy troop and
transport columns in Albania.

125 fighters escorted bomber formations and carried out patrols over
the battle area., In air combats with 13 Glosters, 2 enemy aircraft wers
shot down. .

Libya and Mediterranean Area

Ground Situation ~ Libya

13 April: After fighting lasting several hours, Fort Capuzzo (30 km south of
Sollum) on the eastern frontier of Cyrenaica was taken in the afternoon
and Sollum occupied, Fighting is still in progress at Tobruk.

14 April: At 1030 hours strong Axls formations were advancing towards Fort
Marcuce (?). The attack on Tobruk is continuing, The enemy has put a
large number of guns in the old Italian reinforced concrete positions
and casemates, ‘ '

Gexman Operations
. Adlr Situation ~ Libya
Reconnadssance
14 April: A recomnaissance aircraft carried out photographic reconnaissance

slong the road from Sollum to 2 point 50 km west of Alexandria, The
following visual observations were made:

1045 hours: a camp with a number of tents at El Daba (120 xm east
‘ of Marsa Matruh).

1100 hours: a goods train travelling west east of Fuka (65 km
east of Marsa Matruh).

1105 hours: (no place names) a camp and several vehicles.
, : ‘ 2 airfields with 3 multiple~engined aircraft and
about 20 single~engined aircraft.

1130 hours: a train comprising 30 goods wagons in the sidings at

Abyar Keramiz airfield (35 km east-south~east of
Marse Matruh),. ' B
/1145
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1145 hours: Marsa Matruh: 30 - 45 goods trucks at the station;
1 medium and 1 small merchant ship in the harbour;
1 multiple—engined aircraft on the airfield,

1250 hours: 6 aircraft on Sidi Barrani airfield.
Operations (German and Italian)

1y April: At 0600 hours 38 dive-bombers, 8 twin-engined fighters and 10 German
“and Italian single—engined fighters attacked British positions in and
around Tobruk in support of the attacking ground forces. Escorting
Italian fighters shot down 3 Hurricanes for certain and probably destroyed
another,

At 1540 hours 11 dive bonmbers escorted by German and Italian fighters
attacked shipping reported off Tobruk. A direct hit and a near miss were
scored on a merchant ship of 8,000 tons, 2 Hurricanes were shot down.

1 Ju 87 is missing.

Adi» Situation -~ Mediterranean

Reconna.issance

1k Aplril: Armed reconnaissance over the sea area Crete was broken off west of
Kythera Island owing to technical difficulties. No enemy shipping move~
ments were:observed. .

Results of photographic reconnaissance over Maltae at 1000 hours:

Warships at Ia Valetta:

8 destroyers, including one without bows,

2 minesweepers (%)

6 submarines, including one arriving and one in dock,
1 escort vessel (?).

' Changes since 13 April:
Arrivals: 1 large submarine,
1 small submarine,
1 small submarine putting into port.

Departures: 2 large submarines,
1 small submarine,

The amount of merchant shipping has not changed since 13 .April.

 Adrfields:
Halfar 1 single~engined aircraft, apparently a Hurricane,
1 single-engined aircraft, apparently a biplane.
Luca. 11 multiple-engined alroraft, apparently Wellingtons,

3 multiple~engined aircraft, apparently Blenheims,
3 single—engined aircraft with folded~back wings.

Since 22 March (last air photograph) 2 hangars have been damaged
by bomb hits and one already damaged hangar has been demolished.

Ta. Venezia 17 single~engined aircraft, probably Hurricanes,
3 single-engined aircraft, apparently biplanes,
2 single~engined aircraft, type not known
1 aircraft, apparently damaged. '

/Thare
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". There were no aircraft on airfields at Scirocco and Calafrana.

Photographic recomnaissance was carried out over the Suez area ,
with the exception of ‘the northern section. = The following visual
observations were made:

At 1200 hours there were 102 large and medium merchant ships,
30 small merchant ships and -2 destroyers in the Suez Canal, including
Port Said and Suez. . At 1146 hours there were 4 medium and about 15
small merchant, ships and a warship, apparently a cruiser, at anchor in
.Ismailis harbour. There were 2 merchant ships moving south 8 km north
of Ismailia,

) There were 23 aircraft on the two airfields a.t'Suez. The number
. of airoraft on the airfields west of the Small and Great Bitter Lakes
oould not be observed.

At 1405 hours a destroyer on course 300° was observed 150 km north
of Sidi Darrani. .

Operations
Ly April: 5 bombers and 7 fighters escorted convoys and transport aircraft

F'ighters escorted a reconnaissance aircraft on photographic
reconnalssance over Malta. No enemy aircraft were encountered on this
operation or on fighter sweeps over Malta,

At 1045 hours 2 bombers on armed reconnaissance over the sea area
Orete observed an enemy convoy comprising 1 cruiser, 3 destroyers and
) merchant ships together totalling 25 ~ 30,000 tons 30 km west of the
western tip of Orete. The aircraft d:co_pped L 250 Kg. bombs in an
unsuccessful. attack.’

During the night two attacks were made on airfields and harbour
installations and AA and searchlight positions on Malta.

From 0020 - 0040 hours 9 dive~bombers attacked Luca airfield,
dropping 9 500 Kg. and 37 50 Kg. bombs., Hits were scored in front of
the hangars on the northern perimeter, between blast bays, on the
water-works, on an AA position, on Luca village and on the royal docke
yard at Ia Valetta., Intense searchlight activity prevented observation
of effects. '

From 0105 ~ Ol45 hours 1) bombers operating between 11,500 and
16,000 feet attacked Ta Venezia airfield, dropping 13 500 Kg and 203
50 Kg bombs, Hits were scored on the northern and southern sections
“of the airfield. On the north-eastern perimeter explosions with a
great deal of smoke and two fires were observed. Owing to visibility
being reduced, 1 bomber attacked an AA position east of the airfield,
One airoraft was forced to jettison its bombs over the sea.,

Defence

14 April: 1 .single-@ngined monoplane and 1 twin~engined aircraft over the
_convoy 30 km west of the western tip of Orete., Well aimed medium AA
fire from the warships., ~

2 f:.ghters observed taking off at Suez.,

Malta: , 0020—0040 hours: 1 night flghter, a little light
. AA fire and moderate heavy AA
and ships' AA fire, About 30

powerful searchlights.

/0105
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0105-0145 hours: slight heavy and light AA fire:
20 — 30 searchlights.
1000 hourss:. Well aimed heavy AA fire and about

15 light AAbatteries. Barrages
over Luca and La Valetta.

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

5 reconnaissance aircraft
8L bombers
iy fighters
133 aircraft

FEnemy Operations

Libya

1) April: During the night the enemy made an unsuccessful attack on Derna,
airfield and supported ground forces defending Tobruk by bombing attacks
on German positions and fighter defence against German dive-bomber
attacks.,

In the attack on Derna 2 Wellingtons were brought down by AA.

Losses
German: 2 Ju 87!s
Enemy 2 Hurricanes (air battle)

2 Wellingtons

Italian Operations -

Alr Situation ~ Libya

Reconnailssance

12 April: Recomnaissance over Tummo (230 km south of Zuila) and Gebel Afafi
(1040 km south of Sirte) was uneventful., - ' I

13 April: Nothing of importance was observed in the area El Uigh el Chebir
240 km south of Zuila) and El Namus (700 km south of Sirte).

Operations (see German report)
Alr Situation ~ Mediterranean

Reconnalssance

13 April: No enemy shipping was observed in the sea areas Tripoli — Lampedusa -
Tinosa and between the Nile Delta and Jrete, At 1535 hours 1 alrcraft-
carrier, k4 battleships and a muber of crulsers were observed in
Alexandria harbour. '

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

3 recomaissance aircraft
about 15 fighters

about 18 alrcraft

RESTRIGCTED
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A Enemy Operations
Libysd

' In an enemy air .attack on Tripoli during the night of 13/1) April
an Italian ship was hit and slight damage caused, 1 officer and 7
civilians were killed and a number of civilians were injured,

Mediterranean

Bombers made an unsuccessful attack on Brindisi. du:c:i.ng the night
of 13/14 April.

Losses
Italian: None
Enemy: 3 Hurricanes (air battle)

1 Hurricane probably destroyed

LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO. 585 (16 April, 1941)

Operations on 15 April and during the Night of 15/16 April, 1941.

Situatien in South~Eastern Theatre

Ground Situation on 15 April (2000 hours)
(a) German Operations in Jugoslavia and Greece

Army formations subordinated to Second Army are continuing their advance
in the direction of Sarajevo. Occasional fighting with isolated Serbian
units is still taking place.

Panzer formations from the area Zagreb ~ Karlovac.are approaching
Sarajevo through Zenica. : :

Elements -of a Panzer division have broken enemy resistance at Doboj.
Several thousand prisoners were taken and war material was captured,
Continuing their advance south~east, these units reached Tuzla where they
are ln action against enemy remnants, :

Advanced detachments of a motorised division which advanced south
through Loznlca occupied Sarajevo at 1400 hours. The main force of this
division is located at Zvornmik, '

Panzer forces have broken enemy resistance at Savac and advanced south
through Valjevo to Uzice, ‘

Other Panzer formations which were in action in the Belgrade area during
the last few days are regrouping south of Belgrade,

A mountain division has reached Bor (90 km north-east of Nif) and is
mopping up ilsolated pockets of enemy resistance in the vicinity of the townm.

In the recent fighting 2 generals, 3 colonels, 51 other officers and
several thousand men have been taken prisoner and a large amount of war
material captured., : ‘

/Twelfth
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Twelfth Army Panzer formations advancing over the Olympus mountains
encountered strong British rearguards in the Servia area. They are engaged
in hard fighting against Dritish units at Ay. Dhimitrios (3¢ km south~west
of Katerini) and at Pandelejmon (17 km south of Iitokhoron).,

Elements of motorised formations are advancing south-west of Kozani
in the direction of Grevena. ‘

S8 units have encountered stubborn enemy resistance at the pass north
of Kastoria, .

An advanced detachment of an infantry division is in action against
Greek units west of Florina.

Other Army formations are moving up from the north and east in the

Florina -~ Verroia — Kozani area.

British forces are falling back all along the front. Rearguards are
attempting to delay pursuing German forces by extensive demolitions. Troops
are being embarked in the Pinios estuary, at Volos and at Piraeus.

(b) Italian Operations in Albania

Italian forces have occupied Sebenico and Split and are continuing their
advance in the direction of Dubrovnik.

A fresh enemy attack north of Scutari was repulsed.

Naval units from Zara occupied the islands of Uljan, Iz, Sestrunj,
Molat and Dugi.

The Italian Eleventh Army in Albania moved forward and encountered
strong resistance. 1In the Ossum Valley 5th Alpine Division took Corovode.

Adr Situation on 15 April (2000 hours)
(A) German Operations
(1) Luftflotte 4

During the morning and afternoon 8 bombers and 11 dive—~bombers attacked
the following ships in the Fort Opus -~ Dubrovnik - Kotor area:

1 armed cargo ship of 8 - 10,000 tons was attacked at Osojnik (north of
Dubrovnik) with 3 500 Kg. and 3 250 Kg. bombs. 3 direct hits were
scored.

1 merchant ship was attacked off S, Vito (Brazza Island) with 2 500 Kg.
and 3 250 Kg, bombs, which fell near the starboard side. The ship was
beached after the aitack.

1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons was attacked between Fort Opus and
Dubrovnik with 1 500 Kg., 24 250 Kg.. and 30 50 Kg. bombs, Bombs fell
near the ship, which did not change its position (presumably aground).

12 other bombers attacked the following secondary targets: 45 250 Kg.
and 4 50 Kg. bombs were dropped on buildings, harbour installations and
fortifications on the north side of Dubrovnik. Bomgbs were seen to
explode, but further results were not cbserved.

2 250 Kg. and 10 50 Kg. bombs were dropped on quays north-east of Fort
Opus. Results are not known.
/b
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L 250 Kg, bombs were dropped on Mostar. Results are not known.

4 250 Kg. bombg were dropped on the railway station at Metkovic ’(sou'th
. of Mostar). Results.are not known.

Defence .

Barrage balloons and one fighter at Fort Opus. AA fire at Fort Opus‘,
Osojnik, north coast of Brazza Island and Dubrovnik. .

Enemy Operations

Single enemy aircraft attacked the city and airfield of Sofia during the
night of 13/14 April. 20 H.A. bombs and incendiaries were dropped. Slight
damage was done to trains and fuel stocks.

VI1I Fliegerkorps

Bombers, dive-bombers and ground attack aircraft carried out continuous
--operations against retreating enemy forces south~east of Grevena, south of
Servia and in the Ellason.- Trikkala - Larissa area, Ships at Pireaus and
Volos harbours were also attacked by bomber formations, 9 ships totalling
60 ~ 70,Q00. tons were hit in Pireaus harbour,

; Fighter formations made low-level attacks on Larissa and Trikkala air-
fields and left 5 aircraft burning on the ground., 1In a further attack on
two Greek airfields 17 aircraft were destroyed on the ground. 9 enemy
fighters were shot down in air combats.,

Enemy Operations

Single enemy aircraft attacked Slconlae airfield during ‘bhe night of
ll;,/ 15 April. No da.ma,ge was done.’

| Dotel Losses
" Enemy:
In the Alr: 3 Hurricanes
3 Glosters
2 PZL!s
-1 Lysander
9 aircraft
On the Ground - 13 Blenheims

6 Hurricenes
\ 3 aircraft, type not known
At Seaplane Base: = 1 seaplane, type not known

32 airoraft

German: 1 Hs 126 of Luftwaffe General with C-in~C Army
“(B) Itelian Air Operations
Reconnaissance

, Alrcraft carried out visual and photographic reconnaissance over the
areas Zara ~ Knin, Kotor and Argyrokastron —~ Perati — Ersek. - A number of
warships and training ships were observed at Kotor as well as 6 aircraft,
There were 3 destroyers, 1 light cruiser and 3 merchant ships at Missolonghi
and 1 tanker and 5 merchant ships at Preveza,

/ Operations
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Cgerati‘ons

77 Bombers made effective attacks on troop movements on the road south
of Argyrokastron and on the Ersek ~ Perati road.

. 9~bombe:cs attacked barracks at Kuce.,

14 bombers attacked important military objectives in the Iermet - Peratl
and Perati - Yamnina areas, 1. bomber is missing.

24 aircraft shot up Yannina a:u.rf:.eld leaving 3 aircraft burning on the
ground.

In alr combats 4 enemy aircraft were shot down for certain and 3 others
probably destroyed. :

16 aircraft attacked Paramythia airfield. 6 bombers and 1 Hurricane
were destroyed.

62 fighters carried out escort and patrol operations over the battle
area.,

Fnemy Operations

An enemy torpedo aircraft attacked shipping in Valona harbour and was
destroyed by blast when an ammunition ship exploded.

Iibya and Mediterranean Area

German Operations

(1) Ground Situation - Libya
14 April; At Sollum an enemy counter-attack supported by warships was
repulsed by a German Panzer division. At Tobruk sizeable enemy foroes
supported by aircraft and warships offered stubborn resistanoe.

(2) Adr Situation ~ Libya

Reconnaissance

late report on photographic reconnaissance carried out at 1200 hours
on 14 April along the road and railway from El Imayid (94 km west of
Alexandria) to Sidi Barrani., Owing to olouds only part of this area
was covered. However, large~scale railway traffic was identified,
There was practloally no observation of rvad transport movements. A
convoy, the size of which was not established, was observed between EL
Qasaba (km 105, i,e. 105 km from Alexandria) and EL Alamein (km 118).

Ghazal railway station (km 158): 1 locomotive and about 60 trucks
moving west and slowing down. In addition, 23 tents. :

A locomotive and about 45 trucks mov:v.ng weost stopped west of‘
Ghazal railway station. ,

Only occasional vehicles observed on the road between Ghazal and
El Daba. .

El Daba railway station (Km 173): 2 locomotives and 97 trucks.
/The
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The number of aircraft.on EL Daba airfield could not be identif'ied.
There were about 250 tents on both sides of the railway line and west
- of El Daba.,

There were no aircraft on the Sanyet Turbiya landing strip
(Looated at north fork in road), but barrack buildings were identified,

8 km east of El Galal (km 192): 2 locomotives and 18 trucks moving
east., A Lysander was observed at El Galal. There were small groups
" -of. tents in the vicinity of the village, ‘

Fuka railway station (km 217): 1 Llocomotive and 61 trudks , &
tent encampment -and an equipment depot. The following aircraft were
observed on Fuka airfield:

2 Blenheim IV's
11 Blenheims or Oxfords,

1 Valentia,

2 single-engined aircraft,

1 airborne Valentia flying west,

There was a message dropping point at km 220 and huts have been
built on both sides of the railway line. .

Abu Haggag railway station (km 230): 1 locomotive, 6 carriages
and 12 goods trucks moving west,

There were 9 Dlenheims and 1 single~engined airoraft on Bir Abu
Smeit airfield south of the railway line and 3 single~engined airoraft
on Zaxwyet Harun airfield north of the railway line.

At 5idi Haneish railway station (km 250) there was one stationary
locomotive and 14 carriages on the eastbound track; in addition there
were 60 goods trucks, equipment dumps and 120 tents on both sides of
the tracks., The railway bridge 7 km west of Sidi Haneish has been
proteoted by field defences and tank obstacles. B

A locomotive and about 25 trucks were moving east at Sanyet el
Qasaba, In addition, there were 16 other goods trucks. Roads and
buts are under construction.

Fortifications have been set up at Marsa Matruh. The road

leading south~east is covered by a number of tank obstacles and read
blocks.  There were about 164 trucks and 2 locomotives in the station
-and on a siding to- the west, On the airfield there were 3 single-engined
and 1 multiple~engined aircraft., A patrol boat and a coastal vessel
were observed in the harbour. Ococaslonal vehicles on the El Daba ~
Marsa Matruh road., Most of the Marsa Matruh - Sidi Darrvani road was
covered by cloud. -

There was an aircraft on the road L km east of Sidl Barrani and
2 single-engined aircraft and 1 damaged multiple~engined machine on
the airfield, There were 29 vehicles on and near the road west of
Sidi Barrani. '

(3) Adr Situation - Mediterranean
(a) Recomnaissance
4l April: The following additional details concerning ‘ch‘e photographic

reconnaissance carried out over the Suez Canal were made known (see
previous report)

/Owing
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Owing to cloud the area was not completely covered,
In Suez harbour and on the outer roadstead there were 48 merchant
ships and transports together totalling 211,000 tons and a vessel
believed to be a patrol boat,

... On the Great.Bitter Lake (only partly covered): the aircraft-
carrier "Eagle" and L merchant ships together totalling about 19,000 tons,

In Ismailia harbour: 1 large and 1 small -Steamship, 1 merchant ship
of about 1,500 tons, 1 merchant ship without a stern (presumably the
freighter which was sunk in the Suez Canal) and 1 dredger.

In Port Said harbour (not completely covered): 5 tankers together
totalling about 28,000 tons, about 20 merchant ships together totalling
about 95,000 tons, 1 submarine in floating dock and 1 floating crane.

There were 5 merchant ships together totalling about 21,000 tons
moving north in the canal between Suez and the Bitter Iekes. Owing to
clouds large sections of the canal could not be covered,

Altogether a total shipping tonnage of 375 ,000 tons was identified.
Airfields
El Kubrit (east of Suez — only partly covered)s

© 12 twin-engined aircraft, apparently Wellingtons,
1 single~engined aircraft.

Shellufa . (north~east of Suez - only partly covered) :
3 multiple~engined aircraft.
El Kabrit (north of Suez):

22 miltiple~engined aircraft,
1 single-engined aircraft.

The airfield has been enlarged since 29 March (last air photograph).
Ismailia (north of Suez):
.19 single and nnlltipleuéngined ailrcraft,

Bl Kantara (south of Port Said ~ no observation owing to cloud)

Miscellaneous:

The ship which was sunk in the Suez Canal has been raised and towed
away,  Since the last photographic recommaissance over Muna (5 km north-
east of Ismailia) the number of tents has increased and the equipment
depot has been enlarged. The approach road to the pontoon bridge at
Ismailia is ready for use. :

15 April: No enemy shipping was observed by morning recomnaissance south of
Sicily in the Marettimo area to the North African coast. ‘

Operations

15 April: Between 0905 and 0915 hours 2 bombers on armed reconnaissance
~ made an unsuccessful attack on a merchant ship of 4,000 tons in the
sea. area Crete. 8 250 Kg, bombs were dropped. Owing to a fighter
attack 2 bombers jettisoned their bombs into the sea.

/Owing
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- Owing to weather conditions convoy escort operations by 2 bombers
and 2 fighters were broken off. '

Defence

Light and heavy AA fire by destroyers and cruisers and 2 Hurricanes
in the attack on the merchant ship in the sea area Crete.

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

1l reconnaissance aircraft
6 bombers
2 fighters

9 aircraft

Italian Operations

Alr Situation ~ Mediterranean

Operations

16 April: 3 torpedo bombers attacked and sunk a transport of 15000 ‘tens
escorted by 2 destroyers 120 km north-east of Sidi Darrani.

LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO. 586 (17 April, 1941)

Operations on 16 April and during the Night of 16/17 April, 1941.

Situation in Southern Theatre
I. X Fliegerkorps

(2) Libya

Owing to a sandstorm there were no operations over Libya on 16 April,

(b) Adr Situation - Mediterranean

- No enemyv warships or merchant vessels were observed during reconnailssance
over the sea area south of Sicily on the morning of 16 April.

Operations were limited to convoy escort flights by bombers and fighters.

Totel Losses ~ Libya and Mediterranean

Germans Nil return
Enemy: None reported

Situation in South~Eastern Theatre

I, Ground Situation on 16 April (2000 hours)

(a) German Operations in Jugoslavia and Greece

The main infantry force of Army formations uncer command of Second Army
have reached the Banjaluka ~ Gradiska Bosanska area. Advanced detachments
have reached the Vrbas river, .

/After
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After neutralising enemy resistance at Doboj and south of Brako » Fanzer
formations and fast-moving units advanced south; their main force being

located in the Sarajevo area. . About 100,000 prisoners, including 8 generals,.

were taken in the fighting.

A Panzer division moved south from Belgrade and had reached Novi Pazar

by 1330 hours.,

Elements of another Panzer division advanced from Uzice through Rudo
to the south-~west and reached Niksic at 1805 hours.

Fast-moving units which were brought up from KruSevac through Kursumlija
to Pristina are continuing their advance to the west in the direotion of
Podgorica.

Army formations of Twelfth Army are continuing to move up in northern
Greece.

A Panzer division was brought up to Kozani and its advanced detachments
are moving in the direction of Grevena.

Other Panzer formations are in action against strong British rearguards

directly south~east of Grevena and at the pass west of Olympus between the
villages of Mon Petras and Ay Dhimitrios. German forces advancing elong the
Servia ~ Iarissa road encountered strong enemy resistance south-west of -
Servia.,

Elements of a Panzer division attempting to by-pass Olympus to the
south are still engaged in hard fighting at Egani. (10 km north-east of
Rapsani).

A A mountain division was brought up through Katerini to Litokhoron and
is moving south-west in the Ziliana Valley area.

SS and Army formations broke enemy resistance north-west of Kastoria,
took 5,000 prisoners, and are moving south in the direction of Grevena.

A Panzer division crossed the Aliakmon river and is advancing on
Katerini.

Atalian Operations
Formations of the Italian Second Army have almost reached Mbromﬂc.

Italian forces have attacked on both sides of Lake Scutari, crossing
the frontier at some points and taking a large number of prisoners.

Italian units which advanced south from Koritsa have occupied Erseke.

On the Eleventh Army front Greek fb'roops are offering very stubborn
resistance between the sea and the Vojussa Valley.

In the Desnice Valley Podgoran and Kugar were occupied.

IT. Alr Situation on 16 Ap. ril (2000 hours) -
(A) German Operations
Tuf't tte

(Late report) On 15 April 30 bombers carried out two sorties from a
Serbian airfield to make effective attacks on Volos and Larissa.

/YIIL
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VIII Fliegerkorps
Several ships totalling 19,000 tons were sunk by bombers in the harbours

. at Volos and Khalkis on 16 April. Bombers also attacked Larissa.

Total Losses
'Enemz None reported
Germans None reported:

Iate report
- from 15 April: ¥ 2 Ju 88's

(B) Italian Air Operations

Owing to unfavourable weather conditions only limited eperations were
carried out by the Italian Air Force, '

A few fighters carried out patrols over the airfield and harbour at
Valona., ‘

In an encounter with 2 Blenheims over Sazan Island (off Valoma) one
Blenheim was shot down for certain and the other probably destroyed.

Libya and Meditervanecan Area

Ground Situation -~ Libya

During the night of 14/15 April an enemy cruiser made an unsuccessful
landing attempt. -

15 Aprdl: The attack.ori Tobruk made further progress. Supported by warships,
the enemy ground forces are offering stubborn resistance. -

16 April: During the night and in the morning the enemy made repeated attacks
- on Derna. At Sollum another attack supported by aircraft and warships
was repulsed. A Dritish flying officer from Egypt was taken prisoner

after making a forced landing. His aircraft.(Hurricans) was undamaged.

Air Situation ~ Libya

16 April: No operations owing to sandstorm.
Adr Situation — Mediterranean
Reconnad.ssance

16 April: No enemy warships or merchant vessels were observed by morning
reconnaissance south of Sicily. ‘

Operations

16 April: 8 bombers and 2 fighters escorted a convoy. Owing to the weather
conditions some of the aircraft had to break off,

Total Number of Aircraft Operational K

1l reconnaissance airoraft ' ,
1l bombers
2 fighters

_JJ+ aircraft

/) Losses

RESTRICTED

G 334202/ABC/7/52/ 50



ESTRICTE

-2l -
Losses .
"~ German: None
Enemy: None reported

Italian Operationg

Air Situation - Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

16 April: No enemy shipping was observed in the western part of the
Sicilian Channel. :

An air-sea rescue flying boat and a reconnaissance airoraft
carried out an unsuccessful search for the crew of a missing bomber,

Total Number of Aircraft bperational

L recomnaissance aircraft

Losses
Italian: None
Enemy: None reported.

LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO. 587 (18 Aprdl, 1941)

Operations on 17 April and during the Night ef 17/18 April, 1941,

Situation in Southern Theatre

I. X Fliegerkorps

(a) Air Situation — Libya

In the morning reconnaissance was carried out along the coaé‘ﬁ between
Tobruk and Bardia. -

During the afternoon of 17 April and the night of 17/18 April bombers
and dive-bombers made partially successful attacks on enemy batteries,
searchlight positions and other targets in and around Tobruk,

An enemy attack on Derna airfield was unsuccessful.

(b) Alr Situation — Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

Photographic recommaissance carried out over Malta on 17 April gave
details of shipping at Ia Valetta and of airocraft on airfields.

In the afternoon an eremy convoy was observed south-west of Crete,

Operations

In the afternoon and evening attacks were made on a torpedo boat and
a convoy in the sea area Crete and on searchlight positions on Malta and
La Valetta harbour as secondary targets.,

, /Adroraft
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Aircraft on sweeps over Malta encountered enemy airoraft, but there
were no losses on either side,

A few German bombers escorted convoys,

Total Losses — Libya and Mediterranean -

Germang 1 Ju 88 (missing)
Enemy: None reported’

Situation in South~Fastern Theatre

Lo

Ground Situation on 17 April (2000 hours)

() German Operations in Jugoslavias and Greece

Elements of Second Army Panzer formations advanced south-west through
Novli Pazar and reached Dubrovnik, .

Fast-moving units have taken Pec and are continuing their advance in
the direction of Podgorica.

fn the last few days Second Army has taken prisoner 17 generals,
1,400 officers and 34,000 men. :

The Jugoslavian Armed Forces surrendered unconditionally at 2100 hours
on 17 April. The capitulation becomes effective at 1200 hours on 18 April.

On the Greek front SS units advanced in the direotion of Grevens after
breaking enemy resistance wut Kastoria and established contact with the
Panzer forces located in the Grevena area,

20,000 prisoners (Greeks) were taken and a large number of guns
captured on the Kastoria sector,

After repairing the bridge south-east of Grevena, a Panzer division
advanced in the direction of Kalabaka ~ Trikkala. Other Panzer units are
still in action against stubbornly resisting enemy forces south of Servia.

A mountain division has crossed the Olympos mountains at Ay Dhimitrios
and in the Zeltana Valley area, Its advanced detachments are on the southe
western edge of the Olympos mountains along the line Selos - Gonos.

Panzer formations have advanced from the north~east through Egani
into the Templ Valley. : : I

The main force of another mountain division.is located at Katerini.
An infantry division has been brought up from Florina to Kastoria.

(b) Italian Qperations

' Italian forces have occupied Mostar, Mobile units are advancing on
Dubrovnik,

On the Albanian~Greek front Army formations of Eleventh Army advanced
in the direction of Argyrokastron and took Kelcyre. They are continuing
their advance on Permet, Other Army formations from the north which
reached Erseke are advancing south. :

Yan
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II. Air Situation on 17 April (2000 hours)

(A) German Operations

(1) Iuftflotte 4
No operations.:

VIII Fliegerkoxrps

: In the attacks carried out on 16 April two further ships together
_ totalling 5 ~ 6,000 tons were damaged, In addition, effective attacks
Were made on columns and transport installations in the Larissa area.

Owing to unfavourable weather conditions there were no opera.ta.ons on
17 April.

(2) X Fliegerkorps

" (Late report) Between 0215 and 0320 hours on 12 April 8 bombers laid
mines in the Salamis Straits., 3 bombers laid mines in Volos harbour
between'2253 and 2320 hours on 1k April.

Total Losses
Enemys None reported
Germani None reported

Notes Delete the 2 Ju 88!'s shown as 1ost in the previous reporb. .
(B) Italian Air Operat:.ons o .

. There was little activity owing to bad weather. Recomnaissance was
carried out along the Jugoslavian and Greek coasts, but nothing of
importance was observed. No operations were carried out.

Libya and Mediterranean Area

Ground Situat:.on ~ Libya

: Z ;gg s On the Sollum front a British attack on Fort Capuzzo (30 km south
of Sollum) was repulsed. L enemy tanks were destroyeds A raiding
force which attacked on the extreme north-eastern flank of the Tobruk
front encountered strong enemy res:l.s'bance in the hedgehog»type field
positions.

Two enemy torpedo boats approaching Tobruk came under the fire
of German AA guns. Enemy warships in the bays at Sollum and Tobruk

repeatedly participated in the ground fighting.

German troops made successful attack on Fort Mda.uuaf, reaching
the outer defence works of the fortress. Thus the threat to the
rear commmnications of the forces besieging Tobruk, which pass through
Aoroma. (25 ¥m west of Tobruk), was finally removed. .

Enemy bombers participated in the ground fighting during the da.y
and at night.
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German Operations

Alr Situation = Iibya
Reconnaisgsance

17.April: No changes in the situation at sea or on land wei'e obsexved by
morning reconnaissance along the coast from Tobruk to Bardia,

Operations

L7 April: Airoraft which took off on interception sorties did not contact the
enemye.

German and Italian Operations

17 April: In the afternoon 41 Germon and Italian dive-bombers escorted by
German and Italian fighters made very effective attacks on batteries
and other targets in and around Tobruk., In the positions west of Tobruk
large explosions and several burning fuel dumps were observed, Three
direct hits were scored on the fort south of Tobruk., Smoke and fires
could be seen from Bomba. Bay.

18 April: Between 0300 and 0340 hours 2k bombers attacked the town of Tobrulk
.and searchlight positions, dropping 13 500 Kg. and 52 250 Kg. bombs.
Effect could not be observed. Bombs hit the harbour and the adjoining
district. A number of bombs fell near searchlights which were
immediately extinguished. Owing to technical difficulties, 2 aircraft
had to break off before completing the operation.

A vessel, believed to be a warship, was obsexrved 5 km east of the
harbour entrance.

Alr Situation - Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

L7 April: As the area was partly covered by cloud, results of photographic
© recomnaissance over Malta were incomplete, 2 destroyers s 4 submarines
(one of them in dock) and one ship believed to be a minesweeper were
identified.

The number of ‘merchan'l': ships appears to have decreased by one,

Alxfields

lucas 19 twin-engined airoraft, apparently wellingtons,
. 1 twin~engined aircraft, apparently a Blenheim,
1 single-engined aircraft, '
1 single~engined aircraft with foldedm~back wings.

Ta Venezia: 25 single-engined aircraft, mostly Hurricanes,
1 twin~engined aircraft

Halfars ‘(on.'l.y partly covered)

1 twin~engined aircraft, '
1 single~engined aircraft with folded~back wings.

There were no aircraft at Marsa.Scirvoco and Calafranse

At 1820 hours a couvay compm.s:.ng 1 Light oruiser, 2 destroyers
and 9 apparently empty merchant ships on dourse 10° "wa:"s observed
120 km west-south-west of Gavdos Island.

C /At
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At 2000 hours 3 destroyers on course 150° were sighted 50 km eagte
north~east of Djerba. At 1938 hours a rescue oraft 40 km east of .
Kerkena sent up a green smoke signal,

A search for shipping reported by Italian reconna.:.ssance a.:l.rcraft
was fruitless.

Operations

2 fighters were sent up to intercept British ferry aircraft in the
Malta area. In an encounter west of Malta an effective attack was made
on a Wellington, which withdrew into the clouds.

2 bombers escorted a convoy.

At 1545 hours a bomber on armed reconnaissance attacked a torpedo
boat in the morth-western bay of Antikythere Island, dropping 2 250 Kg.
bombs. Weather conditions prevented observation of effect.

An attack with 3 250 Kg. boribs was made on o merchant ship of
3,000 tons in a convoy comprising 1 AA cruiser, 1 destroyer and 8 merchant
ships moving on course 300 -~ 350° 65 km south-south~west of Gavdos Island
at 1210 hours. Effect not observed owing to weather.

10 bombers attacked the same convoy between 1820 and 1840 hours.
Owing to defence the effect of the 20 250 Kg. bombs dropped could not be
observed.

5 bombers attacked searchlight positions on Malta as a secondary
targete 5 1,000 Kg. bombs were dropped. Effect not observed. 3
bombers jettisoned their loads over the sea,

8 bambers w'h:Lch did not locate the reported shipping attadked Ia
Valetta harbour between 2055 and 2115 hours, droppingl 500 kg. and 5
1,000 Kg. bombs. One aircraft is missing.

Defence

Tobruks Heavy AA fire from 3 batteries, moderately accurate.
7 large and 5 medium geo.rchligh'bs.

Meltas | 2200 hours: intense AA and searchlight activity.
1600 hours: accurate heavy AA fire.

S. of Crete: Slight heavy AA fire from an AA cruiser.

W. of Gavdos Is: A Hurricane attacked 2 bombers at 1800 hours,
Moderate light and heavy AA fire from the convoy.

Ia Valettas : 2100 hours: intense light and medium AA fire;
about 30 searchlights.

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

1l reconnaissance aircraft
82 bombers
13 fighters

96 aircraft

/[Enemy
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Ene‘;gx.Op' erations

12 Ag:. :t 2 Well:m.gtons made ineffective attacks on De.ma a.:l.rf:.eld. ‘between
0830 and 0930 hours.

- Losses ...
Germans: 1 Ju 88
Enemy s None reported

-Ttalian Operations

Alr Situation ~ Libya

. Reconnaissance

16 Aprils No enemy shipping was observed by coastal reconnaissance in the area
Tr:.pol:. - Imnpedusa. Misurate ~ Benghazn..

. Nothing of impo

rtance was o'bserved. by reconnaissa.nce over the area
south—east of Sebha (1,000 km south-south-east of Tr:.po]i).

Operations A
Ita.l:_ia.n fighters shot down a Bléenheim (See also German reéport)
Adr Situation — Mediterranean

.Reconnaissance

17 April: No enemy sh:n.pp:.ng was observed in the sea. area south of Sicily to
. the Trn.poli'ba.m.an coaste

. %rat:.ons :
16 April: 42 fighters escorted a convoy.
' 3 fighters carried out patrols 'over Rhodes. |
8 'borpedo bombers sent out to attack a convoy compr:.smg 13

" merchant ships together totallirg 10 -~ 20,000 tons and 2 cruisers

moving on a north-westerly dourse 108 kn nor‘bh of Sidi Barrani oould
not locate the objective,

Total Number of Airoraft Operational

23 .recon'z.i'é.issa.nce aircraft -
27 bombers
79 fighters

129 aircraft

Enemy Operations
Libya

16 April: Enemy aircraft attacked Derma airfield, d.es‘hroyuzg l fighter and
. 1 bomber and damaging L fighters.

/Mediterranean
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Medifef-r-anean

During the night of 16/17 April enemy airoraft. flewwe:sﬁwd.m:.a
at a great height.

Losses
Ifalian; 10r 42, 1 Ju 87
Enemy: 1l Blenheim

LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO. 588 (19 April, 1941)

Operations on 18 April and during the Night of 18/19 Apwil, 1941.
Situation In Southern Theatre '
I. X Fliegerkorps
(a) Air Situation - Iibya

In the morning escorted German dive-bombers made an effective attack
on shipping at Sollum.

During the night of 18/ 19 April another attack was made on Tobruk
harbour. Some of the effects of the attack on the town and the immediate
vicinity were observed,

(b) Air Situation — Mediterranean

In the morning reconmaissance observed a surfaced submarine northe
east of Benghazi., No other enemy warships were observed.

A reconnaissance flight over Malta. provided details of shipping at
Ia Valetta and aircraft at Halfar, Luca and Ta Venezia.

During the day bombers and fighters escorted shipping and aircraft.

During the night of 18/19 April an attack was made on Luca airfield.
Effeots were not observed.

Total Losses — Libya and Mediterranean

German: 1 Ju 87 (over Malts)
Enemy: 1 Blenheim (over Malta)
Situation in Soutl'z;-«Eastem Theatre
I. Ground Situation on 18 April (2000 hours)

(2) German Operations in Jugoglavia and Greece

Second Army formations contimued the occupation of Jugoslavia
according to pla.n The only resistance encountered was offered by
partisan groups in the area around. Bor, and this was broken by troops of
a mountain division.

On the Greek front a mountain division south of the Olympos mountaing
advanced in the direction of Iarissa. Advanced detachments reached the
ares, directly north of the towm. ' :

/Panzer .
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Panzer formations contimued their advance- sout}ma.rds from Grevena
through Kolabake in the direction of Trikkala.

« . +(b) . Italian Operations =

Italian forces broke Greek resistance in the coastal sector and
reached Porto Palermo.

Permet and Argyrokastron were also occupied by the Italians.

Adir Situstion on 18 April (2000 hours)

(A) German Operations
' (1) Iuftflotte } end VITT Fliogerkorps

On 17 April bombers of VIII Fliegerkorps made effective attacks
on enemy columns and transport in the Trikkala — Larissa area. 5
aircraft were shot up and left burning on Akitsi airfield. - A steam-
ship was badly damaged by a direct hit in Volos Bay. s

During 18 April bomber and dive~borber formations attacked
retreating enemy forces in and south of Larissa, concentmt:.ng on routes

.. leading out of Iarissa and Pharsala.

@4 23h2n2/ABC/7/52/50

Other bomber formations carried out operations against shipping

"on the east coast of Greece, and attacks were made to block the Yannina =
Arta voad., In Khalkis harbour several ships totalling 29,000 tons

were sunk and a further vessel of 8,000 tons was damaged. The Yannina -
Arta road was badly damaged by bombs.

F:Lghter formations escorted 'bombers and dive~bombers and carried
‘out’ free~1ance patrols.

(2) X F].:Leaerkorps

h. bombers carried out armed réconmaissance over the sea. a.rea.

Orete. An unsuccessful attack was made on a freighter of 5,000 tons.

Defence

L enemy fighters made unsuccessful attadks in the sea area Crete..
Light and heavy AA fire from sh:l.ps in Suda Bay.

Total Losses . L
Enemys None reported
Gexmans Noﬁe repor'beci _
Iate Report: |
17 AE:L:L: . o
On the Ground: 5 enemy aircraft (type not kmown) .

Iibya and: Mediterranean Arves =
German Operations
Ground Situation — Libys - | .

18 April: Following an attack supported by warships and airoraft,
enemy tanks took the ridge south of Sollum and temporarily cut

/‘the
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the road to Fort Capuzzo. There was brisk artillery activity on both
sides at Tobruk.

The area south of Tobruk to the Egyptian frontier is clear of the
enemy. : '

Al Situation - Libye

Reconnaissance

During the night of 18/19 April there were 3 warships (?) north-
north~east of Tobruk and 3 - 4 merchant ships about 10 km east of the
harbour. -

Operations

. At 0945 hours 13 dive-bombers and L twin~engined fighters attacked
shipping at Sollum. A heavily armed auxiliary cruiser of 7 ~ 8,000 tons
sank after receiving several hits. A Blenheim was shot down.

During the night of 18/19 April 10 bombers attacked shipping and
harbour installations at Tobruk, dropping 9 500 Kg. 28 250 Kg. and 32
50 Kg. bombs. Owing to clouds accurate observation was not possible,
Small fires broke out after explosions on the northern edge of the town.
About 2,000 yards north-east of Tobruk a violent explosion, presumably
an ammunition dump, was observed after a 500 Kg. bomb had detonated.

During the same night 10 bombers ladi mines at Tobruk.

One of the bombers seht out to attack Tobruk dropped 1.500 Kg.
and 4 250 Kg. bombs on Malta at 0125 hours. Results not observed,

E. S.! !. —‘IZ j.! ea
Rec issance

18 April: At 1046 a surfaced submarine, believed to be British, was observed
130.km north~east of Benghazi. No other warships were sighted.

Results of photographic reconnaissance carried ouf over Malta at
0830 hours:

-

- _Warships at La Valetta:

6 destroyers, including one without bows,
2 minesweepers, . :

2 patrol boats (?)

1 patrol boat,

6 submarines.

Changes since 14 Aprils

2 patrol boats have arrived,
1 destroyer has left,

Merchant Shipping:

1 cargo and passenger ship of 12,000 tons in dock,
8 merchant ships together totalling about 52,700 tons.

The total tonnage amounts to about 67,700 tons.
Changes since 14 April:

1 merchant ship of 8,000 tons has arrived.

1 merchant ship of 6,000 tons has lef't,

. /Airfields
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Alrfields:
Helfar: 5 single-engined aircraft with folded~back wings,

1 multiple-engined aircraft, probably a Wellington,
2 single~engined aircraft, apparently domoged or dummies s
1 biplane, ‘

1k twin-engined aircraft, probably Wellingtons,
... 2 twin-engined aircraft, probably Blenheims, '
1 single-engined aircraf't. '

E

Ta Venezia: 1 twin-engined aircraft, probably a Wellington,
1 biplane, :
20 single-engined aircraft, probably Hurricanes.

There were no aircraft at Marsa Seirocco and Calafrana.

Operations

18 April: 6 fighters escorted a reconnaissance aircraft over Malta.
There was no contact with the enemy.

2 bombers escorted a convoy and 3 fighjberé escorted a rescue .
aircraft,. . ' ' ' : '

During the night of 18/19 April 6 bombers dropped 24 250 Kg. and
50 50 Kg. bombs on Luce airfiedl, Bad visibility prevented observation
of results.. .

18 dive~bombers attacked La Valetta harbour, destroyers and merchant
ships between 0450 and 0505 hours. A near miss was.scored on a mexrchant
ship of about 8,000 tons, and other bombs fell in an oil storage :
installation, French Creek, searchlight positions and the royal dockyard.
A large fire broke out south of Ras Hanzir.

One dive-bomber is missing.
- Defence. .

Maltas 18 April, 0830 hours: Heavy, accurate AA fire by about
15 - 20 batteries. A Hurricane pursued a German aircraft
for L minutes over Ta Venezia. =~ 19 April, 0300 hours:
Accurate AA ranging fire, about 4O searchlights, one night
fighter.” 0500 hours: Intense, accurate light AA fire
and moderate heavy AA fire. Intense searchlight activity
over the whole island, .

~ Tobruk: AA fire, 2 Hurricanes which did not intercept.

Totel Number of Aircraft Operational

5 reconnaissance aircraft
60 bombers
13 fighters

78 aircraft

Logses
‘ Germans 1l Ju 87
Enemys 1 Blenheim

/Itelian
RESTRICTED
@4 334202/ABC/7/52/50 e



RESTRIGCTED
Italian Operations

Ground Situation ~ Libya

12 Ap_ ¢ Units of an Italian division which attacked the easterm British
posi‘bions at Tobruk-achieved only initial successes, Enemy counter-
- attacks with strong artillery support caused heavy Italian losses.

.

Alr Situa.tion = Libya

Recom:a.:.ssa.nce

- 17 April: At 0730 hours a destroyer on an easterly course was observed
36 km off Tobruk. At O8O hours a cruiser on an easterly course was
sighted 36 km north-east.of }arsa Matmh. A large merchant ship was
observed at Marsa Matruh, Defences are under construction in the
vicinity of the town. '

There were about 300 vehicles between Marsa Haula (?) and the
railway line, Defences are under construction. South of Marsa Bagush
(40 km east of Marsa Matruh) defences and what appear to be AA positions
are under construction between the coast and the railway line,

There were 2 ships on the Tobruk roadstead.

Italian troops on the march were observed in the Glalo area.
Operations | )

17 April: 12 transport aircraft flew equipment to troops at Derna.

Air Situation ~ Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

17 April: At 1615 hours reconnaissance over Alexandria and Crete observed a
formation comprising 1 battleship, 1 aircraft-carrier, 3 cruisers, 3
destroyers and a large number of merchant ships on course 90 -~ 120°
90 km south-west of Gavdos Island.

LS_Ap;_L]_.: A Frenoh merchant ship and 3 Italian minesweepers were observed at
Cape Bon.

In the sea area Tripoli ~ Kerkena ~ Pantelleria an Italian rescue
aircraft, 2 tugs and a hosp:l.ta.l ship were observed searching for men
adrift a'b sea, :

6 merchant ships and o destroyer were observed at Lo Valetta.
Operations A
18 April: 2 'bom'bers attacked Ia Vale'bta harbour,

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

13 recomnaissance aircraft
14 bombers
16 fighters

43 aircraft

RESTRICTED
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Enemy Operations

Libya

ippi-. . During the might of 16/17 April several waves of enemy airoraft
e e atbacked Tripoli. A fire which broke out aboard a merchant ship
"~ .; -was brought under control immediately. :

17 April: 3 Blenheims bombed Derma airfield., = No damage was caused,
' Italian fighters forced down one Blenheim on Italian territory.

Losses
' Ita.l:.a.n. “ None
" Enemy: 1 Blenheim

LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO, 589 (20 April, 1941)

Operations on 19 April and during the Night of 19/20 April, 1941,

Situation in Southern Theatre

. X Fliegerkorps
1. 4Air Situation - ILibya

(2) Recomnaissance

Reconnaissance over Tobruk on the morming of 19 April observed 3
awxiliary cruisers, 12 freighters and 2 small craft in the harbours  The
number of vehicles in and around the town and the deéployment of AA
positions remained unchanged. Shipping movements on some scale were
observed north and east of the town from time to time, ' ’

(b) Op en;:a'.tioné

In the afternoon Germen bombers: attacked merchant ships in Tobruk
harbour without noticeable effect. A hut encampment and harbour
- installations were attacked with good effect,. ' -

2, Air Situation —~ Mediterranean

.. No enemy Wé.rs}ﬁps' or mérchant ships were observed by afternoon
reconnaissance over the sea areas south of Sicily and south of Crete.

An enemy submarine north~east of Tripoli was attacked without
noticeable effect. In the evening a nuisance raid was made on Imca
airfields Results were not observed. I

No enemy aircraft were encountered by German fighters on firee~lance
patrols over Malta.

Total Losses ~ Libya and Mediterranean

Germans 2 Ju 88's
Enemys None reported

/Situation
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Situation in South~Eastern Theatre

L.

Ground Situation on 19 April (2000 hours)

(a) German Operations in Greece

Panzer forces of Twelfth Army advanced through the Tempe Valley and
occupied Iarissa. They are continuing their advance in the direction of

Pharsala.,

Advanced detachments of a Panzer division crossed the mountains

‘south~east of Servia and occupied Tirmavos (25 km north-west of Larissa),

Mountain troops south of the Olympos mountains are continuing their
advance on Larissa., ~ :

A Panzer division advanced south~east from Grevena s bassed through
Kalabaka and reached Trikkala, :

S5 units advanced south-west from the Kastoria — Grevena area s
occupied the village of Metsovon in the northern part of the Pindus
mountains and are continmuing their adveance in the direction of Yannina,

German forces ooouﬁied Semothraki Island.

Italian Operations

. Italian Army formations under command of Eleventh Army are advancing
all along the front. Ponte Perati on the Greek—Albanian frontier was
reached. The Greeks continued to offer strong resistance in some places,
particularly in the Vojussa Valley and south of Erseke.

II. Adir Situation on 19 April (2000 hours)

(4) German Operations

(1) Iuftflotte 4 and VIII Fliegerkorps

" Bomber and dive~bomber formations made continuous attacks on
retreating enemy forces on the Yannina — Arta, Larissa - Lamia and Iomin —
Thermopylae ~ Athens roads, and also supported Army units in the capture of
Iarissa and Trikkala., Other attacks were directed against shipping at
Volos, Khalkis and Pireaus.

One enemy fighter was shot down in alr combat,

Fighters attacked an enemy airfield and destroyed 10 aircraft on the
ground,

2 enemy bombers were shot down on 18 April,
(2) Formations under Command of General of the Luftwaffe with
Cein~C Army -

During the morning patrols were carried out in preparation for the
landing of German troops on Samothroki Island. At midday transport
aircraft landed on Iarissa airfield and supplied Army units with fuel,
ammunition and provisions, :

Total Losses

Enemy:
In the Air: 1 Spitfire

On the Ground: 10 Glosters
11 aircraft /I.ate
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Late Report from 18 Aprils |
In the Air: 2 Blenheins
Germang None reported

(B) Italian Air Operations

- Réconnaissance

Aircraft carried out reconnaissance over the battle area » ‘the Dhrimo
Valley, the Erseke ~ Perati ~ Argyrokastron - Santi Quarants area and along
‘the western coast of Greece,

3 Qper_a.‘bions

132 bombers made effective attacks on retreating Greek forces in and
south of the areas of Perati ~ Kalabaki ~ Doljena and Delvinski — Kakavia, —
.- Yannina, Billets, roads, troop concentrations and artillery positions were
hit, Hundreds of vehicles loaded with troops and equipment were destroyed.

A fuel dump and an ammmition dump were blown up and a bridge destroyed, .

5 bombers made an effective attack on Rrevesa.

Enemy columns, troops and artillery positions in the Ersek ~ Metsovon
area were effectively attacked by 66 bombers.

198 fighters escorted bombers and attacked retreating troops with light
~ bombs and machine-gun. fire, ' T

L Glosters and a ‘bomber were destroyed on Yannina airfield.

Iibya and Mediterranean Area

Ground Situation = Idibyn

18 April: An Italian detachment occupied Gialo oasiss Hard fighting is in
progress in the Tobruk area. There were large-scale movements in both
directions on the Alexandria - Marsa Matruh railway line and the
assembly of a large mumber of empty trucks was observed at some stations.
The enemy is apparently in the act of moving up troops and material on
an appreciable scale to the Marsa Matruh sector. There have also been
reports of troops being brought up from Palestine and Italian E. Africa.

German Operations
Alyr Situation - Libya
Reconnaissance

19 April: The following were identified in Tobruk harbour by photographic
reconnaissance carried out between 0700 and 0840 hours:

3 awxiliary cruisers,
1 patrol boat, :
1 escort vessel, S
12 freighters totalling about 18,400 tons
1 freighter of about 100 tons apparently sunk,
and sunken Italian ships.

- There is a double boom outside the harbour. :
/The
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The number of vehicles and the deployment of AA positions in and
around..Tobruk.remains unchanged.

Shipping movements on an appreciable scale north and‘east of Tobruk
indicate that the enemy intends to attack. , )
Operations -

19 April: 15 bombers were sent out to attack Tobruk. 7 bombers made an

: ineffective attack on merchant ships in the harbour between .09
and 1411 hours, dropping 7,100 Kg. bombs. Another 7 bombers -
dropped 7,100 Kg. bombs on hut encampments, harbour installa-
tions and warehouses, scoring a direct hit.on a large group of
buildings in the harbour area and two hits on a hut encampment. One
aircraft jettisoned its 1,000Kg bomb over the sea. )

2 aircraft did mot return from the operation. A Hurricane was
probably shot down by a W/Op.

Air Situation ~ Mediterranean
Reconnaissance
19 Aprils No enemy shipping was observed by afternoon recommaissance over the
T sea areas south of Sicily to Derma and south of Crete. -
Operations .
19 April: Sizeable Italian convoys escorted by fighters and flying boats wers
- observed moving between the western tip of Sicily and the Tunisian coast.
One aircraft attacked an enemy submarine about 180 km north~north=west of
Tripoli, dropping 1 500 Kg. and 2 250 Kge bombs., Effect not observed.

- At 2025 hours an aircraft réturning from convoy escort dropped 1 500 Kg.
and 1'250 Kg. bombs over Iuca airfield. The bomb-strikes could not be
observed owing to intense AA and searchlight activity,

Fighters on free-lance patrols over Malta did not .encounter any

enemy aircraft,
Defence
19 April: Tobruk: Medium ships! AA;, intense heavy and medium AA fire
some of it accurate. 4 ~ 8 Hurricanes made repeated

— : attacks.

Total Number of - Alreraft Opcrationsl

5 reconnaissance airoraft
23 bombers .
18 fighters

46 aircraft

Losses

Germans: 2 Ju 88's

——————

Enemy: 1 Hurricane probably shot down

/Ltalian
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Ttalian Operations

" Reconnaissance

17 April: An unsuccessful search for enemy warships and merchant vessels was
carried out in the vicinity of Kerkena Island (eastern coast of Tripolitania),

18 Aprils Ana.:i.rcrai’t was sent out to redomloijbre over Gialo and ma.:m'ta.:l.n
contact with Axis ground forces. :

Operations

17 April: Together with German fighters and bombers, Italian fighters particis
pated succesgsfully in the ground fighting west and south-west of Tobruk.

3 bombers dropped incendiary and high explosive bombs over Tobruk
harbour. A small ship was hit.,

Air Situation « Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

38 April: At 0915 hours recomnaissance over the sea area Crete = Cexrigo =~
Gavdos — Alexandria sighted a convoy comprising 9 merchant ships each of
3 = 10,000 tons and 4 cruisers each of 7,000 tons moving on a northe=northe
easterly course about 50 km north of Cape Spatha. At 1225 hours another
convoy comprising 6 merchant ships each of 10 - 20,000 tons and 2 cruisers
.was sighted moving on a south~easterly course about 170 km northe-northe
- ‘west of Tobruk. ) :

At 1515 hours recomnaissance over the sea area between Gavdos and
Tobruk and along the Egyptisn coast sighted a battleship and several
oruisers on a west-north-westerly course about 150 km north of Tobruk.

@. erations '

18 Aprils At 0915 hours 5 torpedo bombers attacked a convoy sighted about
60 km east of Gerigo and sank a large tanker. A Blenheim was shot down.

In a further attack on the same convoy at 1430 hours a torpedo hit
-was scored on a large loaded tanker which broke in two and senk immediately.

2 torpedo bombers sent out to attack the convoy reported north-~northe
west of Tobruk observed 1 aircraft-carrier, 2 battleships, 5 cruisers and
15 destroyers on a west-north-westerly course in this area at 1710 hours.
An attack could not be made owing to strong fighter defence. - The
original objective was not located.

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

12 recomnaissance aircraft
30 bombers
25 fighters

67 airoraft
Losses
Italians None

et

Enemy: 1 Blenheim
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