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Hay 2, 1942

For attacks on PQ 15, Fliegerfuehrer Lofoten is subordinate to
‘Fliegerfuehrer Nord(Ost). The retiring convoy was sighted twice, but it
was not attacked, because all the forces were prepared for attacks on the
approaching convoy. Because of bad weather, the convoy was first reconnoitred
at 20,15 hrs. In a combined attack on this convoy, all torpedo aireraft
which were ready to take off were used; owing to the low 'clouds over th
target, only a few bombers operated as decoys. '

May 3, 1942

The attack made by torpedo aircraft on the approaching convoy in the
night of May 2 - 3, 1942 was carried out successfully in the face of strong
defence. Conditions were not so favourable for those bombers which operafbed_
at the same time. This was because of low clouds. Contact was maintained with
the convoy by day, and rcsumed after breasks caused by the weather. Those
bombers which were prepared for attack could not operate because of thick *
clouds and extensive snow-showers in the convoy area., 4 night attack by all
torpedo aircraft was ordered. ' - :

Moy 4, 1942

PQ 15 was observed to be moving in mass formation. This affords favourable
opportunity for the use of torpedo 350 on these convoys, provided the weather
is favourable. In the area »f the convoy route and in the northern area there
are extensive snow-showers and thick clouds; for this reas:n, contact with the
approaching convoy was lost, and could not be renewed., Continuous reconnais-
sance is proceeding. ' Torpedo, bomber and Stuka aircraft are prepared for
attacke It is to be cxpected that the convoy will enter Kole Bay after
mid-day on May 5, 1942, :

\ Moy 8, 1942

: Attacks on Convoys. The remaining Stuka Staffel (2./St.G.5),1./(H)32
i and F~Chain Lapland are directed to immediate cooperation with 4./J.G.5 to
carry out these tasks. L4./J.G,5 provides fighter protection for bomber and
reconnalssance operations, ' )

i : May 10, 1942

The large nuaber of ships in Biunnansk harbour is a result of PQ 15's
having entered the harbour. :

May 14, 1942 °

Should aircraft carriers appear in future with the PQ Convoys, the
following targets in particular are to be attacked by the Luftwaffe in
cooperation with the Navy: A

ag Aircraft carriers.
b) Transport-ships or freighters.

May 20, 1942

orders for PQ 16. Fliegerfuehrer Nord(Ost) is carrying out reconnaissance
in the sea area from the North Coast of Norwey %o the ice-barrier; main point
of concentration is round Bear Isgland. The aim is to asoeftain the where- ~
abouts of PQ 16, which is supposed to be at sea already. -n sea reconnaissance
for PQ 16, there were no positive results.

May 25,




S a 8% 08,23 hrs, . north of the previous posgition with a formation
Oe g ULV B v

- -

Hay 25,.1942
th Preparation of reconnaissance and bember aircraft for action against
“1€ enemy convoy spotted on May 25, 1942 at 08.23 hrs (17 West 1247,
gﬁ‘frs‘e_.nOrth east, speed 7 sea miles). This consisted of 35 merchant
Siips (to‘balling 200,000 tons) 1 cruiscr, 5 destroyers, and 8 escorts.

May 26, 1942

2 1 Reconnaissance aircraft sighted an enemy warship force (2 heavy, }
- ight cruisers, 3 destroyers). at 18.00 hrs. proceeding at high speed on
e casterly course; it is probably the enemy warship force protecting

PQ 1
."Q’ 16, which Wwas spotted before.

May 27, 1942

_ The Puehver immediate attack on Norway can be

% - Yuehirer agsumes that an immedlate attack O ay

%ﬁ:@e@. ;Accordinzlyesas mane y ships as possible must be sent %o o
PHOm, 50 ag to forestall any intended landing. |

Cenyoy B 16 ;, of B Island, this larée convoy,
fop oy BQ In the area S.E: oi bear ’

ng?h‘,.ga?%rﬁse‘&ing zast;ards , was subjected. to attacks from bombers,
usey 2 4 torpedo sircraft. A total of 4101 Ju 88's and 7 He 111's was
5%, and our own losges were small (3 Ju 88's).  The convoy suffered

*ggr% heavy losses, Reports so far claim that 9 merchant ships, totalling
2,000 o

N . " k-

00 and 1 1 hant ship (tonnage unknown) were sunk;
amerchan.t' 's.hips1 %gisje]mjne;%o 000 tons, end 1 destroyer were soO bad:y
é‘l?;aged by ’bombs,that they wer; probably sunk., A further. 1 S ?eﬁ:ﬁer
OIpS, totalli; A 4 were damnged, some so badly tha
£0ta) Togsey oun 127 2uomon:” The convoy sighted at 1935 hrs at 27 east
T4 consigteq o 58 merchent ships; Of these 7 were either burning or
-Bggin, . - lies to Russia from Britain and

g behiy, Thus SUPP Do
nd the convoy. T Observers' reports that ships

Ca: havy ere blow. .
Sank ;'-"mn@dizt.:;;n é:i&tszvgsz explosions led to the conclusion that the

Cargoeg Consisted of smmunition and high explosive.

| May 28, 1942

I bomber gperations sgainst FQ 16, a nerchant’ ship of 6,000 tons
haa aliready been damaged was sunk.

4o 1 e Strength and losses.of the approaching convoy are considered

At 06, 15 1, o 06, 1942, 200 km. east of Jan Mayen, 60 ships
it sightegssﬁﬁin‘;niﬁwﬁés. This included escorts. This convoy
PH4 W, and its position was | -
of

e.-boui'!:_ L9 ‘ah:‘gpa, and | A I

) at 0¥ : ; t of the
A 23,30 b . formation of some 14 ships, eas

ﬁrgt'maiﬁonﬁr%ﬁmﬁgpg of the convoy seiled N.E. for ebout 9 hours,
160 gaidan e b ine south-west; then it twrmed round to .

1. the ships mentioned \fz.ncggr oy

T Td s e Tom B RAL t tE t part o e con y

It is to be assumcd that this was a fast p 4 3

Tt the mé?.n‘t'zod; ?‘or sope unknown' reason and then rejoined it

After the egeorts retired from r_ls‘h.e cohwy, there were about 50 merchant
ohibs legy, -Tﬁ':égmg;:tgowed on say 26 end Mey 27, 1942 ere used %o
‘Er".’_teﬁ*‘t.'the- flanks againat our ﬁaval foroes; they were not seen today and

ave Probably pet a.reg + ,Eth e wést, Today, eceording to observers' reports
from’ contggt plane do” ~onnalssance plancs, the convoy consisted of .
oo, 10rohant gpse o2t oo eacorts. The 22 missing ships give grounds

°F "¢ supposition that the following were lost:
®) M nionchang ghipg ¢ 99,000 tons be

AP | /9)

ve been sunk for certain.
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©b) 6 merchant ships, totalling 30,000 tons, which were formerly reported to
be heavily demaged and probebly sunk, can now be assumed to have been
destroyeds '

In the sea area concerned, reconnaissance saw no sign of these ships.

c) Of the numcrous ships reportcd demaged, 1 ship is supposed to
havec been sunk.

d) 1 merchant ship of 8,000 tons was sunk by a U-boat.

PQ 16 The enemy tried to ward off our attacks on the approsaching convoy by
incrcased air activity with gmaller formations and with single aircraft (main
point of attack was Kirkenes) end by radio jamming on contact and tactical
frequencles., Single Pe 2's appeared to cover the convoy. In our operations
on May 29, 1942, torpeds aircraft sank 2 merchent ships totalling 12,000 tons,
and damcged 1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons. Contact was broken for several
hours by low clouds, and was re-established in the afternoon. In the evening
PQ 16 reached the area some 200 km. N.E. of Kola Bay; here they sought refuge
from bad weathcr by stopping or returning on their course; in this they werc
guided by radis from siurmensk. ¢

In bomber opurations on the night of May 29 - 30, 1942, which were
carricd out under unfavourable weather conditions, 2 merchant ships, totalling
15,000 tons, were damaged. The conwy split up; two thirds of the convoy is
procecding in the dircotion of Murmansk, and onc third in the direction of

Jokanga.

Moy 30, 1942

Attacks on Py 4¢ have shown to our regret that the air sea rescue service
available is inadequate for the vast sea area and for major operations.
Col. General Stunpfe pgkg Gol., General Jeschonnek, Chief of Luftwaffe General
gtaff, 10 take into rooount the vast sea areas involved and the main task of
at‘backln.g shipping vhich devolves on the He 59's, and %o increase deliveries
of Do'214- 8y POsting in the full number of eircrews (i.e. 2 aircrews for
Do 24'8 and 3 aircrews for He 59's).
pg 16 In the aftorn,on, the majority of the surviving ships of PQ 16 (18-
mercha-"_lt Sl'llps) entcreq I%ola Bay; in the last few days, & total of 50% of
the shiPS in this coyvoy have been destroyed in air attacks. The smaller
part, €ONsisting of geyen merchant ships, was about 50 lm. north of Jokangs
at 18.00 hrs. ang wi17 probably nake for Jokanga Bay. In these parts of the
convoys 9 Berchant ghipg were damaged today by bamber and Stuks attacks,
other opeérations which hag been ordered could not be carried out because of
deterioration of the weather over the torget.

July &, 1942

coNvaY FQ 17

The convoy wag | : ing see reconnaissance and was followed

et ST, e et quring st TS S e fodems

38 merchant shipg ang gome 10-15 escorts. In the viclnity of the conviy is
force oF 1 battlegsy 3 eruisers, end sbout k destroyers; thig force is
postly MOTth of the com’roy or shead of it. 8ince the Navy, having gongidered
this heavy force, hag resched no decision by mid-day, the Luftflotte gecided
£0 attack th? conwy go a5 to prevent its passing out of our range, Because
of the Prevailing weather conditions, torpedo-carrying alrcraft were yged.
pespite an hour's georep the He 115's did not attack, since the clyug-cover

of

/ reported
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and the Present

I -

e reported a‘bLB_O metres had risen to 300-400 metres, and heavy defences

prevented an attack being made. Ju 88 aircraft bombed and sank a

{ k
merchant ship of gbout 6,000 tons. So far, reports made on an, attac

by & group of He 111's state that 3 merchant ships were sunk and

-4 or 5 merchant ships demaged. Details and tonnage will be reported

' i will
later, A4t present it cannot be .ascertained whether the convoy A
feke. for Mual:)mansk or Archangel, Further attacks will be carried ou
according to the weather, :

, - . \ . on
The force of heavy warships reported in the north of thehNoizgoxS;::issance
July 3, 1942 could not. be found sgein., A4s a result of : es:;apa or that
carried out it is swmised that it hes either returned to

it is protecting other convoys in the Iceland area.

July 5, 1942 |
. co i ' . 3y
Vith the agreement of Fliegerfuechrer Nord(Ost), Fliegerfuehre

Iofoten i3 sending ITT./K.G. %o Banak for attacks against PQ 7.

Thet is, ag soon as weather permits.’ ‘
Socaues o v : - ; Polar Sea
Because of the presence of en enemy carrier-force in the

'Y e o -
; operations of our own naval forces, the following regroup
g must be made: '

ﬂf‘-g III-/K G. 30 Yemains ‘in Bardufoss. iminary
) One Staffel of X, G, 26 (Torpedo a/c) in Banak. Af ter prel
" inspection of TUnwWay, « by 8 air-
3¢) 16 air-torpedoes are %o be taken to Bardufoss from Banak by
waﬁ Of Ki G’o 26. . 3 erﬁlehrer
k) The re-gro ing is to give Fliegerfuechrer T-}Of'o‘be.n.ang f;heﬁitions.
: Nord(Ost) the opportunity of carrying out combined op

' aast

Por the most part, the convoy is scattered in squ&fggagzng for the
5650".665&-661 0-5640. It appears that fast vessels are
severe weather ares with greatest possible speed.

s ined.
. The convoy was reconnoitred and continual contact Wa31r331222r333'
Mean position in the esvening 47 east 1600, general course U-boat
Tha conwy has deployed s Probably because of air attacks, is within an
activity, ice conditions, and the weathers The main forc§ lth 4o South
jrea Of 60 sq, kilametres, and the maximm distence from joo-belt and
is 200 xm, Single ships are ow the edge of the nor':tt;:hen; lca:;ternoon , the
8 ruming for the severe weather area. ln t eft . According
Convey was attacked by bomber and torpedo~-carrying alrcra mk; average
%o reports, 14 merchant ships were kit., Of these, 7 were s isoners, the
slze 6,000 - 8,000 tons. According +o statenents made By DYt nat it
Y is bound for Archangel. Recommaissance made 50 31 ormit. The
VA1l set aourse as far to the east a5 the ice-barrier will p ertained
formation of the convoy and the miusber of ships cannot be o, enying the
ccoause of the large dispersal sres, The heavy werships accomp
Conwy yesterday were not found today.

Tuly 6, 1942

i most are
The dmpression is that » of the convoy, 10~12 ships 3:‘, tg:sneast,

left; of these, some ave making north-east on a line 45 degr

end other are pax

£ és'%b Veasel.

s total~
Lt ! 2 merchant ships
: > making south-east and south., Today, - only one
ling 13,000 tong wer% gunk, a.;;x_mea recornad ssence conbinues, since only

and
Ship 7es slghted, Heavy warships heve not been seen in the morth
north-east ares,

July 7, 1942
Attooks carried out on the surviving vessels of PQ 17.

/ July 8,
G, 1768627
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July 8, 1942

During armed reconnaissance, the enemy was not sighteds According to
prisoners' statements, part of the convoy was bound for Murmansk., During the
voyage, in the vicinity of Bear Island, the convoy was ordered by radio to
make for Archangel, because it could not be unloaded at Murmansk.

CJuly 9, 1942

Reconnaissance on surviving ships of the cnemy convoy had no result in
the morning, as large tracts of the Barents Sea were under fog. In the
evening 3 merchant ships with 5 escorts were found in the Barents Sea;
contact was maintained, and operations against them are proceeding.

July 10, 1942 B

In the sea area north of Jokanga, Pe 3's and Hurricanes are protecting
the surviving ships of PQ 17. Bombing operations in several waves took place
ageinst the remaining ships of PQ 17, which were trying to make for Jokanga.
Of the 5 merchant ships observed in the night previous to July 10, 2 have been
sunk by U-boats, and 3 merchant ships, 1 destroyer, and 1 escort have been
sunk by the Luftwaffe; those not sunk have been s0 badly demaged that their
destruction can be claimed for certain. According to the figures available,
it is correcct to assume that not one ship of PQ 17 reached a port. Details
camnot be ascertained until after the return of the U-boats and examination

of air photographs. One nerchant coaster of 6,000 tons was sunk.

Camplete report on the operations azainst PQ A7

July 2-- 10, 1942 brought no change %o
The weather prevented any
aft and Ju 88's. Both forces

A. Operations against PQ 17 from
the fundamental conception of baabing methods.
combined operations on the part of torpedo-airer
operated independently.

B. At the beginning of June, PQ 17 was reported by agents, The convoy
assembled from the beginning of June in the shelter of the west coast of .
Iceland. On Junc 30 at 46,40 hrs., when it was seen that QP 13 had made for
the sea area 180 sea miles north of Nordkyn, it had to be assumed that,
following the precedent of PQ 16, PQ 17 must be already in 'bh? area west of
Jan Mayen, Weather conditiong at the end of June and the begimning of July
did not allow of a reconnaigsance of Murmansk-Kols Bay, nor copld the sea area
Iceland-Jan Mayen be observed, After this, extra heavy recongaigsance in the
Jan Mayen sea area on July 2 ghowed, at 14,01 hrs., PQ 17 with 3 merchant
ghips and 10 destroyers on a northern course. To protect the convoy ahd defend
it ageinst attacks from our naval forces, the eneny had brough; into the
pea-area from Iceland-Spitzbergen a group of 1-2 a:.'i'graft1cz:§‘r egg,tz-z
pattleships, 4 heavy cruisers, and 8-10 destroyers \ ulvf - f. éhnr-:o was
kept with the convoy until July 10, with the exception of a few sho bresks
caused by the weather,

C. 1.,) Operating against PQ 17 were: .
. ) 1. /K. G 40, 1e (F)/22,1. (FY124,2. /406 34,0
() Reconnaissence: é. /906,%{'/1 25é (Westa Nc))rd.; .
:ong: K. G 30,I. /K. G. 26(Torpedo) , 1. /2406
(v)  Bomber formations (To!.l’)eao),1,/9§.)6(Toz'pedz). ’
\ s . ALir-see resoue plenes of A, S.R.
(¢) air-sea resoue: Cormend IX, Kirkenes.

e command of PFliegerfuehrer Nerd(Ost) ’

et der th
2.) The formations were W Nord(West) .

Fliegerfuehrer Lofoten, and Fliegerfuehrer
3,) The over-all operations Were conducted by Luftflottenkommando 5
grom the front line in Kemi and from Oslo.

/Considarab]_e

b
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S " . Considerable difficulties had to be overcome, which arose
from the fact that wireless messages could be intercepted in Sweden.
Personal messages had to be replaced by time-wasting teleprinter messages.,

. Despite the 1500 km, communication distance, however, control of the "
Fliegerfuehrer was possible. The Fliegerfuehrer succeeded under difficult
-weather conditions in reaching the maximum operational activity.

L) The operations cerried out by these formetions were praise-

worth‘y. beyond all neasure, Especially brave were the operations of 1./K.G.26

against’ the convoy in close formation on July 4, 1942. This attack had the

effect of making the heavy escort wnits begin to retire; then, 100, th;i gg-;::a'
signs were seen of the convoy's beginning to bresk up., According to P

statements, the cormodore of the convoy ordered dispersal after the aer:l.ai-
torpedo attack, After the torpedo attack made by I./K.G. 26, an attack b
made on July 5 by K.G. 30 with 3 Gruppen. After this, the convoy wes o
pletely scattered.  On July 6, the contact forces observed only single a
vessels end a small force of' ) merchant ships. The failure of the secon
torpedo attack by L /K,G. 26 is explained by the dispersal of the convoy,
over an aree of 300 by 60 kn, iircreft attempted an attack on the saa
gonwvoy in the area off the north-west coast of Novaya Semlya, but ?he which
. Yarget could not be fownd in thé adverse weather, However, the ships
vere intended %o completo the. destruction were not uselcss, sinoe the
:blOCMHg position taken up by U-boats far to the south of the fastes
vessel led to the sinking of several ships.

. . - t
On July 7, the remainder of the convoy was spotted off the north ;Vgs

9oast of Novaya Semlya, But because of fog on July 8 and July %, noronvoy
0f 72 deg, latitude, the recomnaissance did not spot the rest of th; :,hioh
fgl"f%hant ships) until July 9 (position 47 east 1151). The ettas tota

o lﬂwed_,_e o Was carried out by 2 Gruppen of K.G. 30 from Banak, with a ter of
of 3 Planes; this led to the destruction of a large American freigh £ bad
[ ) %ons and to the damage of another 8,000 ton ship, A4s a result ;‘K & 30
_Weather (fog gt Bansk) 1.7 .G.30 had to be diverted to Petsamos IL./R™
succeeded in reaching Banak., '

: " 8
eaqner?; July 10 there was enother attack by 16 Ju 88 of I./K. G. 30 gdwﬁch
had booy Lok Staffel on the conwy of 2 merchant ships and 4 €scorts Ty,
ton fr 2 reported in the area north of Jokanga. In this opera‘blond an’B, 000
ton & e:!fg_’h*ber was 50 badly hit that it sank within a few hours; an e
that ?iig—h*@.ms 80 badly demaged by two direct hits from 500 kg%he

omncy oon be counted as destroyed (according to U-boat report, orb
ra nor. "EL Capitane”, 5,216 tons, was sunk by the Luftwaffe); one 2 o
m sunk, Thug, the surviving ships of the convoy whioch were try ing .
éﬁe for Jokenge were destroyed, The ‘bedly hit 8,000 ton freighter ;mcoula
mfagked again by 18 Ju 8B's of II,/K.G. 30 from Banak, but the effec 2
‘l\rorthe‘foﬁ‘?;ﬂervé@ because of fighter defence; one destroyer was set on e
The i;z:s:foih;okanga, e 6,000 ton freighter (not part ofaiq;zgtzssp:ssing
N, e Ok e eonvoy wasg I‘Gtec'bed o o1 rio e

100 km. north of the goasﬁ_p by Pe 2's and Hur

D 1.} The following plancs operated:

130 Ju 88. L
43 He 411 (20 broke off.)

_29 He ﬂ15 “6 ‘6 ’b’;'_oke fo‘)o
2.) Suocesses were &g follows:

/1.
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I.  Sunk: " IL,  Demaged:

Ju 88 é 1 destroyer
2 escorts = 4,000

516 merchant ships = 95,216 8 merchant ships =
He 111 ( 1 cruiser : '
( 6 merchant ships = 44,000 - . }
‘ , E9 merchant ships = 46,000
1 merchant ship =
The ships in dolumn II weore eventually sunk by the Luftwaffc or by
U~boats. (Already provided for in column I1.).

3.) Total weight of H.B. dropped:

!
N
N
-
(@]
[e]
o

He 115

Ju 88 L 292,500 kg,
He 111 . 46 aerial torpedoes

' He 115 "7 15 aerial torpedoes

4k.) Losses: ' |

BV 138 1 totally
He 411 2 totally and two airoraft with 2 men killed.
He 115 - 4. without. crew :
HW 200 1 totally

E. Because of the arrival of PQ 17, the tofpedo position in ILuftflotte 5
area, and the unfavoursble weather conditions, QP 13 was not attacked. ‘

F. Special mcntioned should be made of the U-boats' activities, which
clarified the situation by confirming the sinkings caused by the Luftwaffe.
Special mention must alsc be made of the sinking of a heavy American cruiser on
July L4, 1942. This was not reported by the Luftwaffe, as both the crews which
attacked this cruiser failed to return. U-boats sank those ships which were
dameged by the Luftwaffe and.gave valuable information on the cargo, name and
gige of the ships. : ‘ R

G. Alr-sea rescue planes of Seenotbereichskommando IX(Kirkenes) .brought
back a total Of. 36 prisoners along with the aircraft of 1./906 returning fram
bombing operations. Interrogation confirmtad the success of the attacks made by
Luftflotte 5 on Murmansk harbour installations. Amongst other information,

they said that part of PQ 17 was destined for Murmensk from the start, but that

it was to be diverted by radio to Archangel, "because of the unserviceability
of unloading installations at Murmensk". This is proof of th? effect of the
attacks on Murmansk. An American mate who was céptured desoribed the sinking
of the heavy American cruiser.

H, Operations against PQ 17 were closed on July 10, 1942 as there were
no more targets available. According to the reconnalssance carried out by
Iuptflotte Ds Which had covered the ses area as far as 150 km. north of
Hurmansk from July 7, 1942, no ship could have reached a Russian port,

Col.General Stumpff reported to the Reichamarschall by teleprinter on
July 12, 1942: "Herr Reichsmarschall! I beg to repc(;rt the destruction of
Convoy PQ 17 During recomnsissance made on July 10, 1942 in the White Sea,
the western pessage, the Kola coast, and the sea area north of the coast,
not a asingle nerchant ghip was observede Photogaphio reconnaissance of
Jokange ghowed that no ship belonging to PQ 17 has reached that harbour,

1 report the sinking by Luftflotte 5 of:

1 cruiser

destroyer

2 eScorts’ totalling Ll-’cpo tons
22 merchsnt ships, totalling 142,216 tong,"

19627 /September 7,




- 1t, end a5 a check on PQ 18's putting to -sea, Fliegerfuehrer Nord(0Ost) is
' Yo inorease recommaissance after September 8, 1942,0n Archangel, Murmens

certainly be leaving Icelend for Russia. As with former convoys,

~efter further reconnaissance by Flicgerfuehrer Nord(West), ths reconnais-

- 8 -

September 7, 1942

'

CONVOYSPQ 18 and QP 1L

Since it is definitely Known that PQ 18 has asgembled near Iceland,

sance of the sea area near Spitzbergen previously cerried out by Flieger-
fuehrer Lofoten can cease. Co

In order to spot QP 14 early as a basis for naval operations against
A
nd the sea lane through Gorlo Strait to the north (west of Novaya Semlya).

ill *
inocreased

\

The results of réconnaissa.nce shoﬁ that a large new convoy W

enemy air activity can be e ected, especially in operations against our
own airfields, For this, Bﬁfisb 'z;irgga.ft frgm the Murmansk area (I,iampdggs)
and aircraft-cerriers will probably be brought up. Other British %o the
formations are also expected to be brought over Northern Sweden 1ntot )
Kgp@g.lakscha-ﬁumansk area. Fighters, anti-airoraft units, and Spovter
Service are to be irformed of this, '

' VThe eas"bern‘sea reconnai ' ; ra Semlya sho
y; : - ailgssance as far as Novaya Semly
glish‘b traffic in the western seca lanes but no sign of @ k. Thiember 12
goonnai ssance of the warship formation spotted at Iceland on Sep ’
On September 14, 1942, et 0315 hrs., C

wed only

1942 was unsuccessful, onvoy PS 18
Was again spotted 25 séa mil 4 s £ Spitzbergen.

: : . A the southern tip of Spir
Jontact was maintained with 1g Env;ﬂ oﬁsooehfvs. The last position of ths

s ttack
es E.8.E, of the southern tip of Spitzbergen. Attacks

3 I . banber .
wWith strong forces of torpedo-carrying and consider-

A e
Was on the aircraft-carrier, and there werhan‘b ships
¥ O ur ‘forpedo-carryin, lenes. At least 7 merc
T Bunk, with a total OfIE%OOO tons irI:oluding one tanker), aff‘f;ecr’f;g some
It i1s possible that the aircraft-carrier su

8 has not been confirmed.
Because of the Dravnd 1 : - forces
DEvdn - '® Prevailing weather conditions, the bomber
85}3;';':1‘1;18 had & relatively smgn ohanZe of making en effective ‘atg_acicé
cease ont8 OF today's experience it appears o be more profitab s on
merchent ghi . at%acks on aireraft-carriers in favour of "’"‘"aimier
soarcely ha 4 2y slnce even the fighter defences from this small © ding with
the conord ey Sleturbing offect. Because the cerrier is P panying
3 as far ae b PriZbergen, it can be assumed that i (tgat is, some

PQ 18 ag ¢ :
,Q a8 far gy the prot P Le Accordingly, 1

Septenber 15, 1942

’ ‘ N j urse
¥es oxpected, was spotted this morning on a N.B. 00

@@ 1k, which oo
°F Cape Kenin Nos. ' It goneisted of 18-20 merchent ships i

100 km. north
10~14 esoortg,

t I'Sfb??f“'m““m-s againgt Pg 18 with strorng forces of K Gv 30 (with
gg.: 8 I /K. G, 26 with aeria] 4 edoes) , there was on

canss et the time of the attagl rf oes; ;s was under an extensive
cloud-bank, ang becauge the D/F . '-‘he cpn?v{he contact plane could not
be heerd because or atio spheyye gisnals ﬁcman 3 therefore some of the alroraf
did mot find the target, One o ”Bturbamve—.k 4 merchant ship of 8 ,000 tons
was seve;:-ely damaged ang pz'-b babgco;-t vas 521:1* v’vo merchant ships of 4,000 and'
6,000 tons. respectively werg. ﬂaﬁﬁg:?lk"mgg fwo CORVOYS May oross each other'g

/ocourse
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course on the evening of September 16, 1942 in the sea area west of
Matotschkin Strait. In bomber operations against a concentration of motor-
boats in Pummanki Bay, one motor-boat was damaged, and three others were
robably damaged by blast. Fighter escorts shot down 17 enemy planes
12 Hurricanes and 5 Tomahawks); two of our planes were lost.

September 16, 1942.

The weather on Scptember 16, 1942 held up bomber and torpedo operations
against PQ 18 and QP 14. The convoys are at the limit of our renge, In the
intensely severe weather area, half of the flying must be done where recon-
naissance has shown heavy icing to occur at almost all altitudes. Until
15,00 hrs, today, contact was maintained with both convoys, then it was
abandoned begause of the weather (clouds)., The two convoys have probably
crossed each other's course this evening, in .the area N.W. of the _
Matotschkin Strait. Today, because of the weather, attacks on the convoys
were not carried out by bombers or torpedo-carrying aircraf't, and barrage
balloons were seen for the first time over the ships of PQ 18. The weather
will probebly nake attacks on both convoys difficult. o

September 17, 1942 .

The Reichsmarschall has ordered that all forces are to attack PQ 18
untll it reaches port. The destruction of the ships in this convoy is of

decisive importance.

It is o be expected that the attacks on convoys will have > be carried
on throughout the winter. Fliegerfuehrer are asked to examine torpedo
operations and to set out the necessary requirements which can be expected - .__

4o be fulfilled.

PQ 18 This morning, the convoy was spotted by a reconnaigsance =zircraft s

but contact eould not be maintained because of the very bad weather after
nid-day. In the afterncon an aircraft equipped with radar equipment succeeded
in sighting the convoy for a short time , after having kept in touch with the
ghips' position for 5 hours, by radar. The sttack plenned for the available
torpedo-carrying planes had to be given up because of the weather,

According to a photogreph taken et 10,00 hrs. on September 15, 1942,
the convoy consists of 28 ships rnoving in column, some of which, according
to & U-boat report, 1oy be anti-sultmarine craft disguised as merchant ships
in the centre of the conwoy. It is extremcly difficult to ascertain the
exact strength of the convoy's merchant ships, because of the great distance
the contacts have to keep from the convoy and because of the constantly
changing strength and pcsition of the escorting vessels.

This convoy was not seen by reconnaissance forces today; in the
afternoon, U-boats reported destroyers and carrier aircraft in the ares,
From this, it may be concluded that the aircraft-cerrier is returning with
the western convoy; the other aircraft-carrier with the PQ 18 convoy was nct

geen again.

. September 18, 1942

Attacks on QP 14

After September 19, 1942 the following are to be made subordinate to
Fliegerfuehrer Lofoten for operations against QP 14: -

4s) a) K, G. 30 with I. and III, /K G, 30, Experimental Staffel K. G. 30,
b) Parts of 1./(F)22 which were formerly subordinate to
Fliegerfuchrer Lofoten at Bardufoss.

2,) II/K.G.30, I./K.G.30, and ITIL /K.G.26 remain under Fli egerfuchrer
Nord(Ost). Orders for operations against QP 14 ana operational
subordination under Fliegerfuehrer Lofoten will come through the
Gefechtsstab of Luftflotte 5.

/PQ 18
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‘ Pg .18 This convoy was again sighted early this morning off Kanin Nos,
. &nd wag attacked, in spite of bad weather, by 2 torpedo and two bomber
Gruppen. . Only one Gruppe was successful.because of further deteriora-
tioh of the weather at mid-day and because a large number of the :
torpedoes failed to explode. The third bomber Gruppe to go into action
failed to find the target because of further deterioration in the
_ Weather, Six merchent ships (46,000 tons) and 1 escort were sunk,
2 merchant ships totelling 15,000 tons were probably sunk, 5 merchant
‘ships totalling 35,000 tons demaged and 1 destroyer set on fire.
According to reports made by the contacts, the convoy had 49-53 ships
before the attack. After today's attacks, there were 40-43 ships;
bad visibility preventeéd our distinguishing merchant ships frori eSGO{‘tS:
;but it must be expected, that there are still at least 20 merchant ships
‘In the convoy, Tomorrow, attacks will be mede in the Gorlo Strait and
n the White Sea by those torpedo airéraft which cen still operate.

@ 1k On the expeoted course S,E. of Spitzbergen, @F 14 was gighted
agaln; the aireraft-carrier was damaged, . Because of the weather,
sontach could only be maintained until esrly aftermoon. The weather
mekes the chances of attack tomorrow doubtful,

| September 19, 1942 |
Thig morning, the convoy . i nce in the

' onvoy PQ18 w, hted reconnaissa
gr;ioof 'l;he Mesen Bayi it Wasnspotteg:sa;:ign in ge afternoon south of
ﬁaa%h;jraiﬁ' ‘Cog‘b‘act Was abendoned at 15,30 hrs. because of th-fained
CouREre  ihe number and ty s be ascerta
because of bad visibility. pne geolilS C0uld again Bot o §6 be switched
over to the ports, ’

Y. The weather caused the atta
: PQ 18 will probab ter Archangel today, and,
- because of the aiff °ul'b7°hann£:1)irﬁ grfl’ the convoy will possibly
i‘er.faz,-n outside the Dving Bar; there, because of the depth of water,
. Yorpedo attacks are impossible, =

_ _§eptember 20, 1942 ,
- Thia morning, PQ 18 . the ships
A g Was. sighted in. + eca of Cape Kerez;
Zﬁ&sinéﬁg T nd appareﬁtlwg?n ?ch?acgeo?-rdispersins- Bomber attacks
he woettes SrViving vessels of P 18 were made by two pomber Grupbeh.

@ 1L was sighted ‘ ) & ‘ '
. 4 I j d at mid-e&‘ , ‘80 niles 8Quth Wes'b o
%ﬁiﬁgﬁgﬁl ﬁ?bai‘::s‘igoumse‘ m?aleergzzﬁzﬂ to be 230 degrees.
: 1 t » 88 it was out of range.

¢ Ice Fiord
It was

The two “destroyers o ‘ ' w
.- o ek T8 and two merohe hins geen at nid-day in
l(;rlagyensxma.. (%%*zbergen) were sozgqun: ggig;i:zbergen in the afternoon,
eading weat. The merchant - Bhipé-'wexaé&of Sbont 5,000 - 10,000 tons each.
ips £or the laght escorts of PQ 18 and &F 1,

. PR fron Septamper 11 - 20s A2
At the time covereg By the vayort
. j > v

airfields increased, especialiy , : Y the
B8Pedlally at nicht: this was connected with
approach of PQ 18 and @@ 13, smngﬁ'i%ho;q;s I ed tio great damages A
Ilzl the hours of duﬂk anﬁ dﬂvm, 8~=eﬂ6my' éiroraf’t were Bho{; down by our .
fighters; and 3 by fleks Ifgresseq onamy acbivity in the air and on land
made us oonclude that he wag trying to@cllngt ws from PQ 18 enad QP 1k
, fin

enam.y gj_r‘_e.c'bivity against our

G. 175627
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In the operations against PQ 18, the following moves were made:

On September 13, 1942, I,/K.G.26 from Bardufoss. to Banak
III./K.G. 30 from Bardufoss to Banak
1/2 1,/(F)22 from Bardufoss to Banak
On Septamber 16, 1942,Torpedo train.7 from S8rreisa to Petsamo,
On September 20, 1942 X, G.30 with L, IL, III,/K.G.30 znd
' experimental Staffel K.G.30 from
Banak to Kemi. '
2 Works trains of 4 F.B.K./K.G. 30 from
Banak to Kemi. ‘

Operational subordination of formations operating against PQ 18. and
@® 14 was altered as follows: ' A

a) From September 15, 1942, IIIL./K.G.30 and I./K.G. 26 to Fliegerfuchrer
. Nord(0st). .

b) Prom September 19, 1942, I./K.G.30,IIL. /K.G.30, Experimental Staffel/K.G. 30,
1/2 1./(F) t> Fliegerfuehrer Lofoten.

II. /K. G. 30, I. end IIL /K. G.26 remain under
Fliegerfuehrer Nord(0ST).

c) For attacks on shipping in the Archengel area,
From September 20, 1942, K, G. 30 with L, IL., IIL/K.G.30 and
Experinental Staffel K.G. /30 to -
Fliegerfuehrer N ord(0st).

d) From Septenber 20, 1942" I./K.G. 26 to Fliegerfuehrer Lofoten.

September 21, 1942

Attacks on surviving vessels from PG 18 in the Dvina Estuary were carried
out by single bombers only, and hed no result; some of the attacks had to be
broken off early because of strong fighter defences.

QP 1k was sighted in the afternoon 15.0 sea miles worth of Jan Mayen. It
is now out of our range. :

September 22, 1942

Reconnaissance showed that 7 ships remained in PQ 18; they were making
for the Dvina Estuary. Archangel could not be seen becouse of the bad weather.
There were 7 freighters with a total tomage of 50,000 tons in Molotovgk
harbour. Whether these belong to PG 18 or not can only be ascertained after
it is known how many ships are in Archangel.

hed reached Archangel harbour

(After the survivin i 18
g ships of PQ dered on the h -,beur

night operations with H.B. and incendieary bombs were or
and town of Archangel, and on shipping goncentrations.
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PQNﬂ(S’ " This convoy ‘wa’.si-a‘gai,n' s,ig‘h‘bédl early this morning off Kanin Nos,

. and was attacked, in spite of bad weather, by 2 torpedo and two bomber

Gruppen, Only one Gruppe was successful. because of further deteriora-
tion: of the weather at mid-day end because a lerge number of the

| ‘terpedoes failed to explode. The third bomber Gruppe %o go into action
"' failed to find the target because of further deterioration in the

wesather, Six merchent ships (46,000 tons) and 1 escort were sunk,
2 merchant ships totalling 15,000 tons were probably sunk, 5 merchant

ghips totalling 35,000 tons demaged and 1 destroyer set on fire.

Aocoriding to reports made by the contacts, the convoy had 49-53 ships
before the attack. Affer today's attacks, there wers 40-43 ships;

bed visibility preventéd our distinguishing merchent ships from escorts,
but it must be expected, that there are still at least 20 merchant ships
'in the :convoy. Tomorrow, attacks will be made in the Gorlo Strait and

in the White Sea by those torpedo aircraft which can still operate.

@ 1% On the expected course S.E. of Spitzbergen, QP 14 was sighted
egain} the aireraft-ocarrier was damsged. . Because of the weather,

‘gontact could only be maintained until early afternoon. The weather

. mekes the chances of attack toisorrow doubtful,

4
R

September 19, 1942

This morning, the gonvoy PQ18 was sighted by reconnaisssnce in the
‘ares of the Mesen Bay; it was.spotted again in the afternoon south of
Gorle Strait. Contact was abandoned at 15.30 hrs. because of the
wedther, The number and types of ships could agein not be ascertained
because of bad vigibility. The weather caused the attacks to be switched
over te the portss PQ 18 will probably enter Archangel today, and, :

- because of the diffioul} channel, parts of the convoy will possibly

renain outside the Dving Bar; there, because of the depth of water,

. torpeds atfacks are impossible.

_ September 20, 1942

. This morning, PQ 18 wes sighted in the area of Cape Kerez; the ships
were gtrung out, and apparently in the act of dispersing. Bomber attacks
againet the surviving vessels of PQ 18 were made by two bomber Gruppen.
The Wweattier prevented one bamber Gruppe from finding the convoy, and it
attacked Archengel as & secondary target; results were not observed.
Despite unfavourable weather, the other bomber Gruppe inflicted heavy
demiige on 3 steamers (totalling 19 ,000 tons) with heavy and medium bonbg;
there were heavy flak and fighter defences. One Pe 2 was shot down, and
one Junkers is migsing. - '

@ 1 was sighted st mid-day 180 sea miles south west of Ice Fiord

{Spilt Zbergen) and its course was ascertained to be 230 degrees. It was

‘impossible to attack it, as it was out of range.

 The two ‘destroyers and two merchent ships seen at mid-day in
Gloockendgund =(Spirhz'bergen‘)' were seen west of Spitzbergen in the aftermoon,
heading weg¥, The merchant ships were of about 5,000 - 10,000 tons each.
Probably they are supply ships for the light escorts of PQ 18 and (P 14,
whieh are returning after having fulfilled thelr task.

Sumnary from September 11 - 20, 1942

" At the time covered by the report, enamy air sctivity ageinst our
airfields increased, especially at might; this was connected with the
approach of PQ 18 and (P 14, Single bombs caused no great demage.

In the hours of dugk and dawn, 8 énemy airoraft were shot down by our
fighters; and 3 by flak, Inoreased enemy aotivity in the air and on land
made us oonclude thet hHe was trying to divert ts from PQ 18 and QP 14.

/In
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In the operations against PQ 18, the following moves were made:

On September 13, 1942, I./X.G.26 from Bardufoss. to Banek
III./K.G. 30 from Bardufoss to Banak
1/2 1./(F)22 from Bardufoss to Banak
On September 16, 1942,Torpedo train.7 from SBrreisa to Petsamo,
On September 20, 1942,K.G.30 with L, IL, IIT,/K.G.30 and
' experimental Staffel K.G. 30 from
Banak to Kemi.
2 Works trains of 4 F.B.X./K.G. 30 from
Banak to Kemi. )

Operational subbrdination of formations operating against PQ 18 and
@® 14 was altered as follows: ' "

a) From September 15, 1942, III./X.G.30 and I./K.G, 26 to Fliegerfuehrer -
Nord(0Ost). .

b)  From September 19, 1942, L./K.G.30,IIL /K G.30, Experimental Staffel/K.G.30,
: 1/2 1. /(F) t3 Fliegerfuehrer Lofoten.

1I,/K.G. 30, I, and IIT, /K.G. 26 remain under
F1i egerfuehrer Nord(0ST).

©) For attecks on shipping i hengel area,’
pping in the Archange s
From September 20, 1942, K. G. 30 with L, IL, IIL/K.G.30 and
Experinental Staffel K G /30 to -
Fliegerfuehrer N ord(0st).

d) Prom September 20, 1942, I./K.G.26 %o Fliegerfuehrer Lofoten.

September 21, 1942

Attacks on surviving vessels from PQ 18 in the Dvina Estuary were carried
out by single bombers only, and had no result; soneé of the attacks had to be
broken off early because of strong fighter defences.

is now out of our range.

September 22, 1942

Reconnaissance showe . ships remained in PQ 18; they were making
for the Dvina Estuary, Agcg?:;ez ;:'23;‘{3 not be seen because of the bad weather,
There were 7 freighters with a total tonnage of 50,000 %ons in Molc?'bovgk
harbour, Whether these belong to Pq 18 or not can only be ascertained afier
it is known how many ships.are in Archangel.

18 hed reached Arochangel harbour,
ponbs were ordered on the harbeur
an-tmtioné- ’

(After the surviving ships of PQ
night operations with H.B. and incendiary
and town of Archangel, and on shipping oone
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