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The attached is the text, in translation, of a lecture
prepared in March 1944 by a member of the 8th Abteilung

(Archives and Historical Branch of the German Air Hinistry).

2,  In accordance with the usual procedure it was sub-

mitted to higher authority for approval and 'a number of

pencilled annotations were made. As these are of some
interest as indicative of the doubtful accuracy of the
passages marked, they have been inserted in rcd on the trans-
lation,

3  The names of German formations have been laft un-
translated. The following brief e#planation is considored

to be more useful then an attempt to render”the terms into

a rough English equivalent.

(2)The strongth of a Staffel varied at
different periods of the war from ,
9 to 16 aircraft (Initial Establishment),
but for the period covered by this study
it is safe to take 9 as the correct
figure,

(b)A Gruppe consisted of 3 Staffeln,
although in the later stages of the
war this was often increased to L.

In addition, it had a Gruppenstab =
a sort of Headquarters Flight, usually
of 3 or L aircraft;

(c)A Gesahwader was composed of 3 or L
Gruppen plus a Geschwader Stab of
usvally 3 or 4 aircraft,
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| At the tine when the Luftwaffe made its appearance in the
Mediterranean area, at first in Sicily, at -‘the beginning of 1941, the
position there was as follows, '

2, Ttaly had been at war with England-Ffor six months and after
advancing a short distance in North Africa across the Egyptian border
as far as Sidi Barani, she was obliged t6 withdraw' her forces again to
the West owing to & badly orgenised supply organisation. Germanfﬁrmi '
Unitg had been moved to Tripolitania to strengthen its defence, The
Ttalian mainland had not as yet been fouched by enemy -attacks, aifhough
a few airfields in Sicily had been bombed by aircraft based-on Malta.

3 §ince November 1940, the English had been busy trying to establish
a base in Greece via Crete from which to invade Central Europes.:-
e  The Luftwaffe in the Mediterranean was therefore set thefollowing
tasks at the beginning of 1941 - - . L
(i) To neutralise Malta as a base for air.or,naval forces, thus
sedurﬂpg our own supply route from Italy to Africe.

© (i1) To interfere with the shortest sea route between.England and
Egypt through the Mediterranean. ‘ '
(iii) To rout the enemy in the Balkans and in Crete. ’

(iv) To support the ‘army in the battles in Africa.

Whilst the neudtralisation of Malta and the interference with British
naval traffic in the Mediterranean was to be accéomplished thraugh air
operations alone, the Luftwaffe had to co-operate closely with the army
in the Balkans and in Africa, Further tasks became necessary as the
situation developed. .

P
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5 vCoQgge of Events

A supply convoy sailing from Gibraltar to Malta and consisting of
23 ships, among them the aircraft carrier "Tllustrious" and two battleships,
was sighted by our r'econnaissance aircraft north of Bougie on 7th January,
1941, Fighter bombers and torpedo-carrying aircraft delivered a low-level
and dive-bombing attack on the convay south of Sardinia. Carrier aircraft
presented no danger worth mentioning since they were of an obsolete type.
Naval flak caused slight losses. Fighters based on Malta found the
distance to the target area too great, Bed weather helped the sea
operations so that parts of the convoy, including the "Illustrious",
reached Malta, There followed a series of day and night attacks by
Ju 88's and He 111's and day attacks by Ju 87's and Me 110's on ships in
the harbour of Valetta and on airfields on Malta. Dive bombing and level
flight attacks made from a medium height, in which escorting aircraft
also took part, achieved.-on the whole good results. Several hits on the
aircraft carrier by S.C. 1000 and 500 bombs were reported and confirmed
in aerial photographs but she did not sink and on the 24th January, under -
cover of bad weather, she left port for Alexandria. Our own losses were
tolerable and were caused mainly by accurate flak and, to a lesser extent,
by Hurricanes. Air supremacy over the Island was won in February, 194l.

?At times Malta had only three fighters ready for immediate action, Our

active airfields; second target, heavily occupied airfields; third target,
harbour installations and ships in port. It became very difficult for

the enemy to bring up supplies to Malta since he was unable to provide

any fighter escort for the long sea routes along the coast of North Africa.
From the middle of 1941 onwards the task of continuing to pin Malta down
fell to the Italians. They did not succeed end Malta rose again,

fbwn air attacks were aimed at the following - Main target, operationally
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6s  leamwhile, the German Africd Corps had been in action on'the . .. °
 Germay Front sincevthe‘beginning_of February, 1941, had -reconquered. . "
" Cyrenaica and, with the exception of Tobruk, had established itself up to
“the Egyptian Frontier, The Luftwaffe gave the land fighiing strong support
by means of Stuka and long rangc fighter attacks. ‘ '

7.  The Luftwaffe operations.in_Springfoﬁ;the Balkan Pront and: azainst
Crete formed the most rapid}yvcompletba.phase of its operations in the
Mediterranean during 1941. ' .

_fL In the Balkans the Luftwaffe héd the'fdlldWingytésks -

.(1) To achieve and maintain gin;suppeﬁapy by crushing the-enemy- air
force and its ground organisation.. - SEEE

(31) To give indirect support;500§bé Army . by destroying;enenwlffanéport
and supply services and consequently making enemy operations
impossibles - . T : : -

.‘(iii) To give-direct support to théuland fighting foréés,in their
batt],-‘?s-* Y ; ) N .

Lo
H

(iv) To drop parachﬁte and airbdﬁné ttoqés;at;strategic pbints and..
to roke these airborne landing operations safe. T

_(v) To-bomb enemy naval forces and harbour installations, thus .
hindering the bringing up of supplies .or, on the other hand,-
threatening the enemy in retreat, e

The ﬁuftwaffe carried out th&sé_tasks;between the 6th April.ana-Zhﬂ May,
A9%41, after wreating the air supremacy from a stubborn eneny.

9  Barely three weeks later, on the 20th May, began the conquest of Crete,
An island had to be conquered in a campaign where the attacker had - |
practically no naval forces, but a superior air force, whereas the defender
had o large naval force ané a weak air force at his disposale The heavicst
 burden in the battle for Cretg fell upon the Luftwaffe. rFirst of all bomber
and Stuka Pormations did the work of the heavy artillery by bombing '
artillery positions, strongpoints; gun emplacements, reserves, etcs
Following the bowbardment of the few enemy airfields on Crete, which
forced the British air forces there to retreat to Egypt, Cyprus and
Palestine, the Luftwaffe landed parachute and airborne troops and attacked
naval units which, owing to lack of fighter cover, suffered heavy losses,
The successful occupation of Crete and its -operational value meant an
increased danger from the Luftwaffe to enemy sea transport in the Eastern
Mediferranean. In conjunction with the Italian Dodecanese.a,gateway to ’
the Aegean and consequently to South Fastern furope had been closed,
which meant that so long as Turkey remained neutral the enemy could not
break out fron the Eastern Mediterranean with the forces then at his .
,,disposal., This result was achieved by the efforts of the Luftwaffe,

PR

10, Suprcmacy on the seas seemed to hove been successfully brokep by air
superiority. The events in Crete cannot, however, be regarded as typical
since they took place in an isolated theatre of war and the enemy air
force, owing to its numerical inferiority, presented no serious opposition.
In the case of Crete, air superiority, however, achieved its aim, namely,.
the conquest of the island.

11. As early as the middle of January 19,1, a successful attack had been
made on the Suez Canal by Luftwaffe aircraft based on Bengazi, and with

the fall of Crete enemy targets in the Hastern sediterranean also fell
within the orbit of Luftwaffe operations, Pargets such as the Suez Canal,
Port Said, Suez, Alexandria, and the airfieclds along the Suez Canal from
which ni_ht attacks were flown against our Hinterland and which served as
bases to the enemy advanced formations, were subjected to repeated dive-and-
glide approach ni ht atwacks frow a mediuwn height; these attacks were to
same extent successfuls

/12,
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12, In conseq_aence of - sunken shlpp:.ng and mJ.ne sweep:mg opera'c:.ons, the
Suez Canal had to be. temporaml,,r cloged, at’ 'c:.mes for as long as three weeks
at a stretch, / more permanent closing of the ‘Canal could not be achieved
with the forces available, :

G;a The 300 kml wide gateway be'cween Crete. and Gyrena‘- ca was constaptly
tched by the Luftwaffe and thus the shor'ces'c sea route between England and

he Near and Far East was pracucall,r broken.

11+. The adVan'cage of be:mg able to conccm:ra‘r.e air forces quickly was in
contrast to the British defences. which were not yet fully equipped and this
‘was apparent everywhere in-the Mediterranean. .Surprise and:concentration of
forces brought the earliest successes, The British , however, continued %o
build up and fortify their defénces in Maltva and in the Eastern Mediterraneans
The number of aircraft re:.nf‘orcemem;s To Malta and. Egypt from America and
England increased from month o month.

15, Towards the end of 1941 it became clear that the Italians were incapable -

of holding down Malia by themsélves and as the losses on the African supply

route became heavler, the Fuehrer ordered a concentration of the forces of the

hxis powers to be set up in the Mediterranean.  Additional formations were

moved into the -area, the C-in-C Southern Section, who was also head of Luftflotte 2,
was entrusted with the Command, and the chief area of Luftwaffe activities shifted
aga..n 0" 'che Cen'cral Moda.terranean.

16, Field Marshal Kesselr:.ng was given the tasgk of ela.m.na‘cz.ng Malta as a sea and
air base.. The pr:_mry condition for holding the Axis position in North Africa
‘was supremacy in the air and on the seas vhich wag to be achieved by the
Luftwaffe, " From the enomy's point of view, Malta was the centre of
. v Med::.terrancan strategy, the aim be:.ng ©o pa.ral,fse the Geman/Ital:.an traffic

- %o \fnca, to keep open the sea route from West to Bast r.&' 'GhelI‘ om ships
and. ‘BO make poss:Lble an am:ack on I'calf. :
17. Thc first task was to smash the enemy a:.r forces and 'chelr ground
organz.samcm ‘and’ at the same time to stop the flow of f:.ghter reinforcements.

- Enemy war and merchant ships in and around Malta had to be destroyed, the pores
paralysed and thcreb; all suppl:.es cut off, :

18. For 'l:.he a'ctack on Mal'ca the follou:.ng units were aVallable -

3 Bomber Goschwador with altogether 8 Gmppen
2 Stuka Gruppen
2 Torpedo-carrying Staffeln
-2 Fighter Geschwader with altogether 5 Gmppen
"1 Night fighter Gruppe .
- 1 T,B. fighter Gruppe .
1 Long ‘range Recce Staffel

19, From the beg:.nm_ng of Januar;,r until the end of April, 191,.2, Malta was
subjected o constant day and night attacks. . A% times all flying activity
was stopped espec:.a]ly when German and I'cal:.a.n conVo,rs passed r,o a.nd from

_ Afrlca. .
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20, The following figures give some indication of the strength of

‘the ‘attacks,” On dayd of major operations more than 500 aircraft were’ i

in action against Malta, “In January 1942 alone, Malta had 263 air raid -

warnings and between January and the end of April 19, 462 airecraft with )

s bomb load of approximately 8,400 tons were in operation against the islands
_The eneny lost 251 aircraft shot down or destroyed on the ground, against

a loss of 60 of our own. In spite ofian additional 80 fighters the 3

operational strength.fell from 200 t6 30, out of ‘which at+times only

from 1-3 aircraft wéere ready for immediate action, S

2l.- . At first the fighter defence consisted of Hurricanes, and these did

not inflict any great losses; later on Spitfires operating from aircraft

carriers south of the Balearics increased the:defensive strength of Malta

to & considerable degree. Our own convoys Were able to sail past Malta

at a distance of 150 km. from the island because bomber and torpedo-carrying
aircreft wére unable to take off from Malta owing to our continuous air

attacks and fighter patrols. Low level attacks were never possible on -
'Malte because very heavy and accurate flek of all calibres caused us heavy

losses which were not justified by the results achieved.

?{22. By April 1942, Malta had been temporarily eliminated as a sea and air

base.. The army was planning an attack on Egypt and its execution depended

on the safe passage of the transports destined to reinforce the armoured
units in Africa. The route through the Mediterranean was, however, only
safe so long as Malta was out of action. ’

 23... The operational air warfare waged against Malte had. shown that the
‘air force can be one of the deciding factors even at sea, once air supremacy
has been won and maintained, but it has also shown that air superiority alone
does not decide the issue. The fortress of Malta could be held down and
at times even paralysed, but only the occupation of the island could have
achieved a final decision. That Malte was not occupied was primarily due
to the fact that the war was being waged in conjunction with the Italians..
The Italian Fleet, however, was not ready to join in the fight, the Italian
" parachute troops were not up to strength. Through an air offensive alone,
as was the case in Crete, the conquest of Malta would have entailed very
heavy ‘German losses and the Fuehrer therefore decided against it,

24,  Some of our own units had to be sent to other fronts and the rest of
our forces had the dual task of waging active war on Malta and supporting
the army in-Africa; as a result Malta made a determined effort at the end
of April to regain her air superiority. Spitfires manned by Battle of”
Britain pilots arrived from England, and on the 19th May the II Fliegerkorps

3 repar ted that day attacks were no longer possible because of the increased

ighter strength on Malta, reinforcements having been coming in since the

28th April. British bomber and torpedo-carrying aircraft were sent to
Malta and agaein threatened the German/Italian supply route to Africa.. Thus
the great offensive on Malta had not achieved a decisive victory. ’

25, Field Marshal Rommel launched his offensive on the 26th May, 1942.
The supply position was such that an advance into Egypt - with the Suez Canal
as its first objective - secemed possible. The Battle of Bir Achim, a
desert strongpoint south of Tobruk, deprived this offensive of its desired
result. This fortress, defended by 4500 Free French troops under the
command of the Alsation General Konig, held out for nine whole days ageinst -
§£u1attack of nearly three Divisions and three Reconnaissance Battalions
supported by about 1500 aircraft. This meant a nine-days gein for the
eneny and for our army and air force nine days of losses in material,
personnel, aircraft and petrol. Those nine days were irrecoverable.
Preparations for an offensive against the fortress of Tobruk now took shape
and involving as they did both army and air force, these required precise
planning. . Preceded directly by an atteck by Ju 87's on a narrcw strip of
the outer ring of defences of the fortress, the German Africa Corps advanced
and overceme the outer defences., Clouds of dust caused by the Stuka
. attack reduced the enemy artillery's range of vision to a minimum. The
‘formations of Ju 87's co-operating closely with the army, destroyed and .
pinned .down targets as briefed by the army and thus cleared a way for the
land forces through the defences. Tobruk fell within 24 hours without
S ‘ o : - . /putting
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.rutting up any resistance in the air; the Luftwaffe together with the -German
Afripa corps.had conquered it in a comb:.ned operation, ° For the loss "oF 160
dead we. cap'gured 30,000 prisoners and- lOO 'tanks. Thls superb achn.evement was
ma:_nly due to the Luftwaff‘e. e EIEES :

26 The German offens:.ve cont:.nued Jt:o the East Iv;ersa wlatruh fell and the
flrst halt came at Alamein where the .grourid and dir forces had to be re-organised
“and re-equipped, The R.A.F, although unbeaten was moved further back and
beirg near its egy‘ptlan bases was able to strcngthen its f‘orces rapldly
without interference from-our own air forcé which tas constantly on the move,
The weight, of air attacks on our. spearheads increased and both the army and
air force began to.have.difficulties with ‘their Supplles due to lengthy
{supply routes. In addition; Malta had again become so much stronger that by
Junc the African supply routes, both cast’ and west-go:.ng, were reported unsafe..
: Following an order from the G-ih-C.of the Liftwaffe a renewed attack to hold
Malta down was launched on the 4Lth July, It was evident, howevor,.as early as
the 7th July, thet confronted by 110 cnemy" fightery mostly Spitfires, & dive-
_bombing attack by Ju 88's was no longer possiblé, cven with fighter cover. The
battle was. oont:.nued by means of level and gllde-approach attacks and by the
?13th g uly our own air superiority was re-establishcd, Supply convoys with strong
~naval escorts made repeated attempts to reach-Malta, but on the whole they were
not successful, In many cases the Luftwaffe, partly supported by the Italian
' Fleet, wasable to force a .convoy to change its course and also to sink .or
damage a large number of vessels; since allt British air bases were a long way
away, these _corivoy's sailed Wﬁ;hout flghter' escor‘l: o o -

27, The forces assigned to the ta.sk of holdlng I\Ialta down were 2 Bomber Gruppen
L4 Fighter Gruppen and 1 Fighter Bomber Staffel, whilst 1 Bomber Geschwafer,

1 T.E. PFighter Gruppe and 1 Night Fighter. Gruppe were to ensurc the safety of
our convoys to ffrica. This division of forces shows'how important was the task
of protecting ‘the sea routes, -a task which at times required an all-out effort
and most precise. calcula’clons. But even then losses of supply vessals were
often incurred by reason of ‘the difftculties of.d co-ordinated (i.e. Ttalo-

' German) campain, The Supreme t Commander of the Southern Area had stipulated
that two days hotice was to be given before a transport sailed, so that an
escort might be provided; that Ttalian High Command, however, very seldom
complied with this order. The C-inC  Southern Area did not know that -
the ships had sailed either until he heard they had been sunk or too late
to provide an escort, On the other hand, ships were sometimes held back with-
out notice with the result that our air escort searched'for them :1.n vaq.n.

28, The Opur"atlons of our bomber formations. covéred a wide field, and: the

same squadrons were at times in action against Malta, giving the armles air
support and ensuring ° . the safety of our convoys. This led to adrop in our
available strength and l‘dal’ca was able once more to build up the establishment on
her dirfields, A force of 121 fighters and 43 T.3. aircraft was sufficient to
hamper our African convoys and a. renewcd attack on Malta was therefore launched
on the 10th’ Octobcr, 1942, 4 suprise attack was no longer possible as’ the
British rador system in Sicily picked up the aircraft as soon as they took off
from their bases. During spoof attacks wherc bombors were used as a bait, a
number of enemy fighters were shot down; the many bombing missions’ to Mﬂlta
“however,which had as their chief target the airfield at Luca, 'had té be flown
at a dlsadvantane the bombers being outnumbered by fn.ghters 1i2 . Several
attacks were mide by 80 Ju.88's with a cover of 160 Me, 109's, but 8 da.ys later
on 18th October, the C-in-C,Southern Lirea forbade any further day attocks on
Malta by Ju. 88 fOI‘m‘“th)nS, cven with llphter cover, because of the heavy Tlosses -
in bombérs, This was the turning point of the German air campa 2ign in the
Medl‘cerrene'xn area “the strength of the British defences was superior to the

of fensive powerc, of‘ the Luftwaffe, Doy attacks: by fighter bombers continued in
order to’ g:ch the thre'mtened Afr:.c&n supply routes every pOSSlble help.

»
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29,. Experience had taught us that the destruction of the airfields on ilalta
through bombing attacks required a. considerable length of time and yet at
the end of October the Supreme- Corgiander of the Luftwaffe. ordered the
destruction of these airfields witﬁ:}'.:n eight days with the following foroes:

v - '

6 Borber Gruppen . . .
1 Torpedo-carryin;. Gruppe.
4 Fighter Gruppen

1 Stuka Gruppe -

. 1 Fighter Boiber Stoffel-

The: Gy =in=Cs -Southern Area imsediately pointed out, that os previous
experience had shown, a corplete destruction of the airfields was impossible
ond only “the ogcupation of ialta. could provide a decisive answer. The
attacks were launched but at-the end. of - October and the.beginning of Novenber

.

1942, & series of events occurred which necessitated switching. the Lufitwaffe
operations. from }alta to another theatre, - - e

A --v{ . . ,'L‘. 0 . : '
30, In the Eastern liediterranean the enemy had succeeded in reorganising and

. strengthening his land and oir forces ond was now in a position to risk

an attack on the African fromt. = In this carpaign T.A.F., nade . its first.

~ appearance ot the beginning. of. October when it was used to prepare and support
" the British offensives - Our own numerical inferiority was.to soine extent

offset by bur mobility, but faced by British. superiority in mumbers and a

" deteriorating supply situation the retreat of Bominel's tank army was
- inevitable, = . . ' C -

'34. At this juncture, on &th November 1942 began the Anglo=American.

landings in Prench North West Africa with ilediterrancan strongpoints of
Oran, Algiers, Bougie and Bone. The Luftwaffe formations which had been -
withdrawn from Malta carried out long range abiacks on the first three large
convoys which consisted of over 200 ships.: A large nuibcr of ships was

sunk or heavily damaged during doy - and :night glide-and-dive qubing_a.ﬁtacks,

but a decisive aictory could not be achieved owing to the great number of

- ships which was Jarger than that of the attacking aircraft, . Concentrated

XN

.attacks on the most eatern parts of the:coavoy did, however, prevent. a.

suspected enemy landing near ‘punis. Our borber losses increased as lamd
based fighters joined those based on aircraft carriers to provide fighter”
cover for thé convoy route along the North Afriean coast, ‘e therefore
concentrated on night attacks against ports where unloading operations were

 in progress.’

32, The following figures indicate.the bitterness of the battle. In
tbacks between Gth Noverber and 25th December, 1942, against the landing
fleet and agoinst the troops actually landed, the IT Fliegerkorps lost
201 crews and 340 aircraft out of a total strength of 877, )

33, At the beginning of Jamuary, 1943, the IT Fliegerkorps was set the
following. tasks:~ ’ . : .
(i) To protect our own convoys :
(ii) To combat the enery air forces over dalta and in Africa
(1ii) To harry enemy supply cohvoys = TR o
(iv) To attack eneny land forces in co-operation with. the army
~ (v) To undertoke reconnalssance in the Western and Central
' Mediterranean and its adjoining coostal regions. .. .. ,
o (v*:l.g To coubat the U-Boats along sea routes used by our own’ éonvoys
. (vii) To undertake and protect traneport by air which had %o, be
" employed owing to our Noval losses, - EEOE :

There were not enough air'c;?af’a available for all these tasks and it was only

possible to build up concentrations at yvarious points Without being able
to force a decision in conjunction with the army, By day, long range

. hircraft Were %o go into action orly in ducisive engagements and thelr most
important task, the battle against landing craft, Was restricted to night

attacks, This required a constant watch over the harbours. (/BW:LD& to
S ‘ v L : - 5 /the
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. the lack of rcconnaissance aircraft and the strength of the dcfences, only

z
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one uninterrupted reconnaissance flight was made during a period of nine
v . . . - .. T, oL D rm——

months,

—_—,

34s On the 17th February, 1943, the tactics which K,G.2, had employed so
successfully against England six months before were used for the first time
in the Mediterranean, /A bomber formation approached at low level to within
70 km, of the target, thus escaping the fange of the memy radar, The
formation then climbed %o a height of between 3,500 and 4,000 metres and
delevered a glide approach attack, rcleasing its bombs at a height of between
1,500 and 1,800 metres. The iarget, Bengazi Harbour, was still brightly 1lit
when the attack began,

35« Aftcr thé fall of Tunis the enemy completed his-invasion preparations,

It was not yet clear whether the landings were to take place in Sardinia

or in Sicily. As mentioned above, our night bombing attacks were at that
time directed against assembly ports and convoys sailing Easte The Chief

of Offensive Operations, Southern fArea, o at times had more than 130 -
bombexrs at his disposal, ordered concentrated attacks at night or dusk,

The .approach was flown at low or very low level, preceded by Pathfinders, to
within 50-30 km, of the target, The attack itself was a glide-approach one,
from a.medium height, delivered on a clearly marked target, but the mesults
were not effective enough to interfere seriously with the enemy" s landing
preparations. I% wag cvident that with the means at our- dispoesal we could
not force. a decision by air operations over the sea alone while the target
areas were so heavily defended by flak and fighters, One bomber and one
fighter bomber formation achieved good resulis against the landing operations

2 fin Sicily, but those alone were unable to prevent an.enemy victory, and our

and defences were weak, . . .

36, In August 1943, the enemy had at his ‘disposal 1,000 aircraft in Sicily,
3,000 in French North West Africa - mainly concentrated in Tunisia - and
another 1,500 in Libya and Egypit; of these 750 were L4-engined aircraft, and
as a result the Luftwaffe was forced on to the defensives The Luftwaffe
served directly and indirectly as a support of the army, The enemy landings
at Salerno presented the Luftwaffe not with a new but a re-doubled task, the
‘support of the land forces in their defensive batile. ' )

37, At the end of 1943 the Lufitwaffe's position in the Mediterranean was as
follows. By reason of the enemy's numerical superiority -~ on the lsi:
December 1943 he had& close on 6,600 aircraft in the Mediterrancan, of which
2,000 fighters and 900 bombers were in the Italian sector -.the Luftwaffe

had. been forced on to the defensive., It should be emphasised that the
activities of the Luf'twaffe in the Mediterranean; with a few exceptions such
as Crete, Malta and several special missions, were conducted on the lines of a
"poor man's war", since the Mediterrancan area, as a whole, was considered a
secondary theatre of wars g ' S

38, Summing up, the following 1cssons emerged from. the course: of :the Lufitwaffe
operations in the Mediterranean between 1941 and 1943:=~ - ‘

1) grete. Surprise and concentration with. the use of a new weapon enabled the
Luftwaffe to forde a position against strong enemy sea and land forces and an
inadequate air force. : e ‘

2) Malia., In spité of unchallenged air supremacy over the island the
Luftwaffe alonc were unable to eliminate.it altogether. Even a temporary
paralysis required large forces. An island can only be totall;g_,elimin?ted by
its occupation, that is, by a landing operation in which all three fighting
services take part, : .- . T

V 3) Defence against‘lan&ing operations, Landing preparaticns cannot be

camouf laged from air reconnaissance, To have any hope.of success,. attacks

on assembly harbours must be delivered in great strength, We did not have a
‘sufficient number of aircrafi at our disposal in the Mediterranean, The same
applies to the destruction of advencing enemy landing craft where again large
mmbérs of aircraft are needed to oppose the vast number of surface craft in
action at one timec. This is also true when the enemy has actually landed.
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L) Neval objectives without fighter cover are an easy target for the
air force. When there is a fighter edcort they can only be attacked

by day in certain exceptional cases such as when weather conditions are
very suitable or with a strong fighter escort. Dusk and night attacks
are therefore preferable. The centre of cperations ageinst Naval
objectives varies according to the general situation. The destruction
of aircraft carriefrs, by eliminating bases for fighter egcorts, makes
it easier for the Luftwaffe to attack shipping far out a$ sea., . The
sinking of tankers can make an enemy arny ahd air force howerless ‘to move.
The sinking of troop transports generally causes heavy loss of life,
The sinking of freighters destroys precious war material which once
landed would require far greater forces to destroy it., It is therefore
-clear that in the battle of supplies attacks on shipping bring far

more satisfactory results than the bombing of land ob jectives, added to
which, of course, the loss in shipping is important in itself.

5) Support of Land Operations. Large close range formations are needed
over the battle field and just behind the front lines, Operational
bomber formations must deliver attacks on convoys end their escorts. A
large and well organised fighter force with-a highly developed radar
system must be ready for offensive and defensive missions. -

39« Of the large number of Luftwaffe operations in the Mediterranean
only a few have been mentioned in this lecture and they have been
selected to show the varied nature of the air activities., Any lessons
learned are not only useful in the Mediterrahean theatre of war but
are of importance for the conduct of the campaigns still being waged.

Sources = War Diaries :
© X Fligerkorps o .
IT Fliegerkorps
Luftflotten Kommando 2
African Tank Army
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