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APFRECIATION NO.1, = November, 1941,

From a study of the data concerning enemy air raids on Metropolitan
Italy and information from various Services it is now possible to determine
with a considerable degrec of accuracy, the form of our opponents air attacks.
Enemy air attacks to date fall into two groups -

(a) Reconnaissance and harassing activities,
(v) Destruotive raids. .

The former arc carried out b}?'single aircraft or small patrol formations - -
armed with numerous flarcs, incondiary bombs and mcdium end small bombs,

The latte. are usually carried out by larger formations, armed with medium
- and lurge boribs, Objectives are attacked in series of waves, separated one
fron the other by several hours., Recoonnaissance appcars to be carricd out

by single airoraft or small patrols hased on Malta,

The appearancc of successive waves of a large numbcr of aircraft, coupled
with the activity of eneny patrols around the defence perimcter, lcads to-
the conclusion that the cnemy's polioy is to strikc the meximun nunber of
blows.

Froia infornation %o date it eppears that the succession of waves over:
the target is not always govcrned by any prcoise formula, The important
point seems to be that they should follow onec another, At Naples, when,
during the last reid, six or seven waves came in, it was obscrved that the
Pirst arrivals uscd almost exclusively incendiary bombs to illuminate the
target and to serve as narkers to the following airoraft. Some time elapsed
between the arrival of the first and following waves. On this occasion the ,
eneny scemed nore certain of his route, using incendiary bonbs to maik ths
principal thoroughfarcs, ‘ .

Once the target has been located the incendiaries dininish in quantity,
Single aircraft have, on scveral occasions, made low-lcvel attacks on gun
stations on the coast or around airfields with a precision that points to
acouratc intelligence inforaation.

APPRECTATION NO, 2 - Scptember, 1942,

Although it is not possible to trace any pattern in the air attacks
carried out by ringle aircraft, a study of the mass reids against Gernany
- may pr-vide lessons for our defences. ‘

Action often opens with the arrival over the objuciive of one or two
patrols, cach consisting of 4 or 5 aircraft, flying &t 4,500 - 5,000 netres,
end carrying incendiarics and flares only, Their crows consist of specially
selected men who know the area and are in a position to mark with Pires the
route for the formations which follow, These usuelly arrive at intervals of
2~3 ninutes, at mediun or low altitudes, descoending to 200 metres, The
function of the high-flying aircraft is to draw the defences, whilst the -
nain attack is pressed home.by aireraft flying at low or roof-top lovel, In
- some instances, these tactics have enabled the low-flying aircraft to carry
out their attacks rclatively undisturbed, The Germen defences in urban
centres are, therefore, being strengthened by additioral 37 and 20 m.m.
batteries and small~-borc machine guns, :

' In attacks on urban centres, the retio of incendiaries to high-explogives
is roughly 10 to 1; against fargets of nilitary significance, the eneny uses
mostly heavy high explosive bombs and torpedoes,

It has been noticed that R.A.P, crews, owing to the characteristics of
their aircraft, do not often fly sbove 6000 metres. ‘



G.178629.

2,

APPRECIATION NO.3 - November, 1942,

The Anglo=inerican Air Forces hévc carried out over our territory a
number of surprise day attacks, on the lines of a mcthod which in recent
months et with notable results in various parts of Germeny and Occupicd

France. The two hostile air forces have been orientated rore and rmore

towards daylight action, using low altitude flight technique, with specially

armov:-ed types, in particular the British Lancaster and the U.S, B=17, with

50 mr: cannon,

British technicians insist on the incrcasing developrient of this
precision day bombing on industrial and military targets by hecavy aircraft,
Essentials for this day effort (such as in the recent Lancaster attack on
Milan of 24 October, 1942), are low altitude, nediumesized formations and
long=range aircraft,

Eneny tactics arc built up on the experience of sugust, Septenber and
October raids « 45 in nwiber., This 45 includes 4 on Cologne, 4 on Egsen, 4 on
Wilhelmshaven, 4 on Frankfort and 4 on Enden, seeming to prove the advantage
of daylight over night raids. It appears.that the U,S., sare intensifying
production of heavy bonbers.

The British Press quoted the leader of one of the R,i,F, squadrons
which took part in the raid of 2 October on Milan as saying:- "France was
orossed at an average of 20 metres altitude, rendering A A. action fruitless",
Difficulties of A.A, are increcased by the speed of these aircraft, which is
100 metres per second, Fighter Defence, cvorlved round an aircraft designed’
for best performance at high altitudes, also finds itsclf in difficulties at
wmummmmmdwwmﬁymtMgmwdmdhiMMdemmlmMem
crash in flight, '

APPRECIATION NO.Y4 = February, 1943,

Ariwricen raids on Messina and Cagliari emphasise morc clearly - in
contrast with the British low~level attacks - tho incrcasing tendency of the
U.S. olr formations to-high altitude boribing (6000 to 7000 metres) Some con-
“irna’ion of the ascendancy of this tactic may perhaps be found in the
nomination of Gen,Spaatz to the cormand of the inglo=fncrican Alr Forces in
Africa and will probably involve the high altitude day attack up to 10,000
netres, Evidence of this tendency should soon be fortheoming in the shape
of new alrcraft types, as already armounced by Gen. irnold, Chief of U,S,
Alr Forces, i

\

* Day raid tactics enployed against Naples on. the 15tﬁ’February, 1943 are
worthy of note, In coritrast to previous raids the bonbers, on the arrival »f

our fighters, assumed compact defence formation, drawing tightly togecther,

~ 48 on previous occesions in this locality, during the night raid on
Spezia 15/16th February, 1943, an interrittent red light was observed,
probably originating from an enemy submarine. :

Our defence grows rore effective and reacts morc quickly; night raids

~cspecially have been to a large extent broken up. Interdictory fire has

given good results and rendered it rmore difficult for the raiders to reach
nilitary objectives,
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APPRECIATION NO.5 = March, 1943.

The rccent raids on Naples, Messina and Palerro conformed to the
present tendency of the cneny to attack targets of great size fron mexinun
eltitude (oven above 7000 metres) and tarsets of spec:.al interest end snall |

dinensions fron low altitude,

Day raids werc numerous.

Exanination of’ air raids over German and French terr:.tory again br:.ngs

in even clearer relief tho dual tendenoy to attack from hi
The hcaviest raid on Berlin on the night of 2/3rd March by 120

altitudes,

h and low

airoraft, a first formation of the R,A.F, attacked from about 10,000 metres,
another mzed:.atcly after at mediun altitude decscending to 1000 metres,
then attacking from 150=200 rmctres in an attoipt to saturate tho d.A,

defences.,

Part I - General

- APPRECIATION NO,6 = May - Junc, 19L3.

The sane method was followed at Nurcmberg on the night of 9/101:11 uarch.

"I@x - One of the three nain divisions of which the intcnsificd Anglo-Saxnn

“air activity consisted was thc attack on the opcrational and logistical

functioning of Pantellcria, where the attacks rumbered 39, rostly nade during

the day by large formations at high altitudes.
ninute recconnaissance at low altituces.
to neutralize the island,

Raids werc followed by last-
It is clear that the cneny planncd
Even when not preccded by recoonnaissance airoraft

the formaeti:ns flew in without hesitation, inflicting considerable damage.

June, = The islend, hammecred from the air day and night without rcsplto,
was obliged to rellnqulqh the struggle on June 11 a.ft >r having behaved with

great courage and inflioted hcavy losses »n the cneny,

Fron May 12 (fall of"

Tunisia) to the moment of surrender » the island suffered 154 air attacks,
which cost the encizy 188 alrcraxt

Part II ~ Chronology and inalysis

Tine and date Eneny
1943 Raid a/c .
~destroyed.
11=12 May 9 bombers on Puntellcra.(, and Scani ports, -
1540 hours Results: Equ.ment HaQoildS, dockyarids at 5
Cidorno, marine surgical hosp:.tal all hl’t‘
several civilian casualtics,
18;19 May HMore than 160 bombers an fighters dropped H,ZI,
122} hours - and incendiaries, Encrty cormunique gives
100,000 Kilog bomb load, Hit: a2 radio station
1 machine gun post, 1 B/T station, The Naso 10
mole severcly damaged as well as onc steaner,
also many eivilian dwellings, L4 dead, 10
weunded, .
18~19 lMay 8 borters attackediport, sct onc steamer on fire,
1612 hours
20=21 May About 50 light bombers at low level machinc-
1310 hrs gunned and dropped a few borbs on the port. 5:2:0
1020 hours, 30 borbers with fighters attacked awellings, 2

bonbing and machine~gunming port and 4/D.




Time and date q Encniy a/c
1943 Reid ~ destroyed
21=22 May 8 bombers dama.ged' lock gates and a racio-
1420 hrs. location installetion 1
22«23 lay Unknown number of aircraft dropped bombs on the
1345 hrs, port and ccastal areas without doing any damage.
1818 hrs, L aircraft dropped incendiaries: no danage.
1035 hrs. 36 Twin-cngined tombers escorted by 12 Spltfifes
' ‘ attacked in 3 successive waves, dropping borbs _
on port and A/D, 8 dead; 6 wounded,
232l May 50 twin-engined a/o at high altitude dmppod
1300 hrs, cxplosive borbs in A/D arca.
2032 hrs, Unknown nurber of a/c dropped bombs and
’ ingcendiaries, Single aircraft machince-gunned at 4
low level, .
0742 hrs. ) sircraft attacked Buccurwn and Golks; dropped
H,E, without damage,
2425 May 4 airoraft bombed S,Vito and Bugeler.
1037 hrs,
25- 26 May 6 multieengined aircraft bombed Tracino arca, L
1120 hrs, ' _
1330 hrs. 6 aircraft attacked Scauri, the 4/D and other
P coastal localities, bombing emd machine-gunning,
1825 hrs, 10 twin-cngined aircraft dropped H.E. end incone
diarics on port area, 3
0949 hrs, L aircraft dropped H,E, on Siba and Gelfiscr
27-28 May Armed patrols flew over; no scrious’ demage. 1
1320 hrs,
1600 hrs, P-38's dropped H.E, on W, Regions; no danage, 3
1725 hrs, 4 Supermearine Spits, machine-gunning, 1
28-29 May 9 multi=cngined aircraft escorted by L fighters
1525 hre dropped H,E, between Tracino and Ghirlanda,
0757 hrs, 10 P~38s dropped H,E, and machine-gunned motor-
boats crossing harbour, 6
1018 hrs, 16 bombers attacked Tracino and coastal arcas
S, Leonardo and Campobello, dropping bombs fron
high altitude and d:.ve-bonblng, slight danmage,. 3
1156 hrs, 2} twin-engined aircraft and 8 f:.ghters attacked
port with H,E, 5
29-30 May 21 bonberq in succcssive waves droppcd several
1900 hrua hundred H,E, 1:4:0
2145 hrs, Nunercus aircraft in succcssive waves attacked
: Scauri area, ports of Pantolleria and Spadillo
and N,V, ooac‘c, considerable damage to houses
and road system, 1
G, 178629, -
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' Night to daybreakk

Continuous raids by bambers and fighters,

5
Time and date . Enenty a/0
1943 Rald _ destroyed
29=30 ilay ’8 Legngined aircraft with 20 P, 388 dropped bonbs :
0830 hrs. on several sreas, 8
30=31 May 18 P=38s,
0731 .
1106 hrs, L4 Supermarine Spits. dropped H.E.; danage at
Guddie Rosse, Guddic Sataria and Punta Sideri,
where a gun site was hit, '
0912 hra, - {18 Martin B, 22s,
1 June '
0900 h:;s. L aircraft
10412 _ 8 " H,B, and
1102 8 " continuous
1224 "p g nachine~-gunning
1758 " 7 1]
1932 n 1’0 n
Dangge in areas Suvechi, Gclkamar, Guddic Rosz;e,
Guddie Sataria, Sideri, S,Lconardo and
Punta Fram, Wost danage in the port, ' 3
2 June 191;.3 During the night oand at daybreak bombers at few '
0133 hrs. ninutes intervals dropped many H.E., nostly in
port area,
0815 trs, - Bomber, fighters and naval um.ts Jbombarded
island,
0949 hrs, I benvers
1110 hrs. 18 nulti-engined bonbc,rs.
1303 hrs, 20 berbers preceded Ly 8 P-38s
1651 hrs, 18 bembers preceded by fichters.
1842 hrs, 8 aireraft, typc unknown,
1904 hrs, ' gircraft number unknown.
Many H,BE, and much machinc-gunning, Considerable
damage; 3 dead, 2 wounded, 1
5 hrs, © Conti att b : ribs i
Fgecm o |Combiaunim oftacks DI TOBRSERS Y 2a R Bor,
0140 hrs. Bombarduent by naval units, '
13 June, day. raids fighterg and boubers on Gelkamar, Punt
A 1 o8 rari, S ]Econo.%do, qta Sideri and the port’ 8. 2
4 June, night . [All-night attacks Ly Amcrican Air Forces
: with machinegunning at daybreak.
day and ecvening - dittoc =
{Scne damage to A.A. defence end vast fires at
Monte Grande; 3 dead. 4:0/7
5 June Almost continuous bombardlﬁen’c. Danage %o
night to daybreak Military objectives and dwellings; 2 wounded,
7 June | 19 raids by many bombers, nostly c¢scorted by
0815 hrs, fighters; many bombs, ruch machinc-gunning,
all widespread., Serious damage to sdministre-
tive and military establishments, 6
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Tine and date . Eneny a/0
- v 1943 & Reid | ~ destroyed
8 June Continuous reids; danage to defences. 4130
0812 hrs,
1125 hrs, L 1light cruisers and 14 destroyers opened fire on
nilitary objectives fron north of the island until
1210 These were cscorted by 50 Spits. 1 eneny-
aircraft destroyed, 4 others damaged by our
fighters, 1 200 lbs, M bomb fell into sce.
oA 300'hrs. dircraft dropped leaflets calling for surrender
within 6 hrs,
1815 hrs, Violent bombardment for about 2 hours by h-engined
airoraft about 150 in nuaber; 40 of our aircraft .
intervened in fierce combat, 7:4/?
‘9 June night Continuous raids by bombers and fighters,
0820~noon 23 raids of maximun violence by bombers, nearly

always cscorted; considerablc danege to roads and
defences, ’

10 June night

Violent bombardnent. Dammge, details undefined,
to military cstablishments,

0825 and day Raids by large formations; Serious damage to
defence, ’
11 June 1943 Pantelleria surrenders,
Appreciation No,7 = Septermber 1941-March 1943
Period Renort

i1 = 30 Scpt.h1

a/c in preeter number than heretofore, from Malta bases, attack
Palerro in 12 waves, from all dircetions, flying low over port.
Use of flares neutralise smoke screen; bomb aiming precise,

23 = 2, Oct, 41

Few airoraft from Malta flying in and out over Sicily attack
Naples; sane tactics as above,

9 Nov, L]

Italian photo recce reveals at Malta air basest-
250 bombers (torpedo included)
100 fighters, assault, recce, etc, ' ~
These forces doubled since Oct., Allies strength in Med, now
estimated: =
Gibraltar 70 sundry types
Egypt 70 fighters

350 bombers

100 recce and transport

150 Fleet air am (at Alexandria)
Airoraftecarrier replacing ARK ROYAL, probably 85 eiroraft

15 « 30 Nov, 41

o

Nil

Dec, 41

Malta, although airoraft losses during November must have
reached 140, has maintained same strength as in first half

Noverber (see report for 9 Novcuber, )

 G.178629,
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Period Report
Jan, 42 | Due to Italo-German non-stop action against Malta, end Axis army

ops, in Cyrenaica, enemy air aotivity on Metropolitan Italy on
limited scale, Grest Allicd recce intercst in Axis L,0,C. and supply
bases in Sicily and S,Italy, Last few days of month = Malta attacked
Axis air beses in Sicily-Gerbini etc, from which Malta was being
attaocked, oo '

Peb, 42

There is no doubt that constent and effective bombing of Melta air
bases, With rcsulting damage to aircraft, runways and cstablishments
has noticeably limited ilalta's air activity sgainst Metropolitan
Italy,

Mar, 42"’

Continuous Axis air activi'by over Malta, besides reducing enemy air
activity, appears to have forced the withdrawal of the greater pert
of the bomber force to Egypt.

Lpr, 42

Adrcreft strength Halta, 350 in Janudry ncw no higher then 115, meinly
fighters, During recent months reinforcements flying from England
via Gibraltar have suffered serious losses, largely due to

inndequatc aircrew training, Air raid alarms in Melta 1.40.

‘Duration of these alarms, 230 hrs. L .

May.42 -

Light scale but continuous aircraft reinforcement from U.K, via
Gibraltar; losses, still not unimportent, due navigational errors,
mist, inadequate training, forced landings, ' -
Details of flight, route and category of reinforcements have been
obtained from captured aircrews, Procedure is to take &FFf in U.K,
0900 - 0930 hrs. so as to arrive Gibraltar in deylight. Aircraft

£ly solo, one hour apert.

Route Lends End = Scilly Isles = Finisterre = 600 m., from Brest by
sea to Gibraltar, Point Europa - Cape Ferrat = Cape Tenez - Cape

. Bongaroni = Cape Ras Engela = Cape Bon - Linosa - Halta,

Flight crews mostly sergeents, with result thet soiic aircraft, arrived
at Gulf of Hamrmaret failed to exteblish R/T., commmication with the
Malta stetion end had to make forced landings, _ -
Several American aircraft have apperred recently, in particular
Curtiss P=36's, Speed 490 Km,p.h., range 1400 Kn, }ost bombers which
were once in ilalta, are still operating from Egypt. Air raid alerms
in Malta during May: 130 -

o Duration: 185 hrs,

June 4.2

Recce and offensive raids from Malta are intensifying, due to
acceleration of opcrations in Marmorica which absorb more and more

Italian aircraft and at the same time render HMalta more valuable to

the eneny troops in Egypt, .

During: June great air activity in lMalta itself, with increases in
torpedo bonbers and especially in fighters, 300 aircraft errived s
251 from the West and 49 fron the Bast; hence importance to enemy to
keep the sky routes open, especially in the Sicilien Channcl.
Addrcraft carrier '"Eagle" left Gibraltar heavily escorted and launched
aircraft in the direction of Malta, it the time of the action off
Pantelleria our roccce reported 117 S.E., and 49 T.E, aircraft. New
paint renders their recoe aircraft nearly invisible at 6000 metres.

In June, 120 air raid alarms, lasting in all 4126 hrs, = = -

July 42

Regce over S, Italy and Sicily, 135 air raid alarms in'ialta, lasting
12 hrs. . o ’ .

hug, 42

Continuous sea recce fron Malta over Calsbria and. Sicily and increas-
ing offensive action against our lines of commmications from’ Sicily.
40 more aircraft arrived in Malta in the seecond fortnight, bringing

| present strength wp to:w

L ’ 4 / Airfield
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Period Ropord
Airfield -+ Adrcraft
Ce Venezia 250 S.E.
. " (5 Iulti=E,
Gudia = ,-ivé S.E.
4 rmulti - B
Hel Far E 26 S.E,
3 Torp. B,
Luca (42 8.8,
(57 multi - B
Lir raid alams in Malte 88, duration 63 hrs,
_Sopt.h-Z Enomy action wider in scope, though in smaller Iormations, over
. Italy and Calabria, coordineted with action imAfrica. fLttacks
ageinst our convoys form obvious part of complex plan; some cneny
suocesses in this forn of attack, not without notable losscs.
lalta still rcceiving U.S. and British aircraft reinforcements
Estinated 25% British aircraft of U,S. menufacture. Ilalta eir
raid alarms because of Italian action 42, duration 28, Aircraft
reinforcencnt of XMalta vital for Allies, both as regards supply
of petrnl, and nunitions for attacks ageinst our convoys,
Oct. L2 Nil
Nov.42 | With “ritish é‘.pture of Cyrenaican coast lalta loses its importance
to them as a heavy bomber base; activities now confined to recce,
light bombers, torpedo-bombers, attacking in small formations
Italian and German aircraft returning from battle front,
Dec.42 | Following British advance in North Africa and the landings in
‘ Algerie, Malta resumes her full function as irportant air besc,
‘The strength of the eneny air force at Malta bascs has been
augmented by multiwengined aircraft, hence probability of a cone
centration of bombers against probable eventual action against
Southern Italy and N.Africa.
Jen. L3 Nil
Feb.43 | Malta develf*ps as fighter and torpedo-bomber base. Island
gtrength now egtablished as 250 aircraft, ‘ a
Mar,43 | Specially noteworthy volume of sorties by fighter and bonmber
Ilalta~based aircraft, against railways, stations, yards, in
Sicily and Calabria and reilway traffic on the Adriatic lines,
Losses of material scrious, also of locorwtives. Enemy activity
seems to indicate rising tempo of offensive against rail targets.
Apr. ll-j
Hay 43 Nil
Junclh3
A, H,B,6, Distribution
C.n.S. AH,B 1, (2 copies) )
A, M. . AOH B. 50
. A. 4.8 5053 DR R.Ao AP, (Historicael Records Scct:.on)
4.C,A,S R, N, Z. 4. F, (Air Historical Branch)
D.S,T, (12 copies) File, "
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