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Berlin, 2 Febzﬁary 1950

Measures for deception in the Balkans

\

Purpose :
To emphasize the strong German position in the Balkans.
Execution :

| OKW Intelligence Division :

The following idea is to be spread : Germany is prepared for the fact
that the enemy wants to establish a Balkan front from European Turkey or
Greece, and is prepared to leunch a blitz operation with superior forces
ageinst such an attempt at the very start. This would of course temporarily
interfere with German supplies from Rumania, but in the long run would
strengthen Germany's position, especially since Italian interests are not to
be affected. )

The necessary forces for such an operation are available and are not being
employed in the West. Nevertheless the growth of Weygand's army in Syria is
being followed with concermn.

Army and Luftwaffe :

The Arnmy and Luftwaffe will use newly formed units, occupy triining areas,
etc., in the south-eastern part of Germany, in order to confirm rumours spread
by the Intelligence Service (cooperation with OiW Intelligence Division) .

signed : Keitel

Chief of 3taff, OKW

Fuehrer Headquarters,

20 September 1940

Following the request of the Rumanian Government for German training personnel
and demonstration troops, the Fuehrer and Supreme Conmander has made the
following decisions :

1, The Army and the Luftwaffe are to send military missions to Rumania,
On the surface it will be made to appear that it is thc task of these missions
to aid Rumania, our friend, in orgenising and training her armed forces.

2, The real tasks which must not be apparent either to the Rumanians or to
our own troops, are as follows :

(a) To protect the oilfields from attacks by a third power and from
destruotion.

(b) To enable the Rumanian armed forces to carry out certain tasks
according to a definite plan drawn up in the interest of Germany.

-

(c) To 'make preparations for operations by German and Rumenian forces
Rumania in case we are forced into a war with Soviet Russia.

from
3, Thus the following are laid down for the work and the composition of the
Army Mission end the strength of the demonstraticn troops :
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. (a.; For the direct protection of the oilfields (against sabotage or
Tisings) German troops should be used only in special cases, This is rathep
the task of the Rumenians, The cooperation with the special forces which
are already in the oilfields should not be apparent., :

(b) The German demonstration troops should consist at first of one
_ ;!:toriaed division reinforced by tanks, To what extent they will be reinforeey
ter, ostensibly for training purposes, remains to be seen.

R §°) Training is to be carried out in such a way that some of the
T}‘f:a;lm foroces will be trained as model divisions for later use on our sids,
%o ‘umanian Command is to be influenced to give these forces preference as
inf{er%{mel and equipment, This is for the present more important than

-uencing the entire army, for example by training the officer corps,
8lving courses at schools, etc. '

seal (*d) The tasks of members of the Army Mission in preparation for large-
*ale troop concentrations should be cemouflaged.,

l;i]_ﬁmhef t?‘-sk."f the Luftwaffe Mission consists primarily of protecting the-
P Relds 8gainst air attacks by means of demonstration troops, and in trﬂning
oo mb‘m&‘nian Air Force for this purpose and, as far as possible, for later
fGru.l?ed operations with the Rumanian army, It is important to m?.ke Preparaty .
c.méng stgqu German forces in possible later operations based in Rumania,
hat g W tWarfe will decide in accordance with the over-all situation

“0 foroes will be available for the military mission.

%;‘anein ozﬁe; to regulate questions concerning the military missions of both
i oae8 of the Armed Forces which have to be decided on the spot, a common

' Migsi oer will be appointed by special order, In other respects the mllitm,y
eé{;a,b?lgihwﬂl,’be directly subordinate to their high commands. In order te

are po. o €lose liaison with the German Legation, the Army and the LuftwWaffe
- Tequested to make their attachés members of the military missions.

6 - Ky

w;nll ?ﬁt“nﬁelﬂ-igeme Division) in cooperation with the Foreign Office

trang: ortigf_;te ddscusaions with Hungarian authorities for the purpose of
POrting German forces through Hungarian territory.

7e , '

zéporih:hcmﬁﬂ_ ra~in-Chief of the Army and the Luftwaffe are requested to

in w n the military missions for Rumania will be available, and

T What strength,

- 8 .

c;maggr icers “"hP are to be sent for purposes of investigation or as advanceq

Fushrer are to be reported to OKW which will obtain the approval of the

- and will ask the Foreign Office to announce these officers.

gigned : Keitel
Chief of Staff, OKW

' Puehrer Headquarters,

12 November 1940

Directive No.1l8

Thé AR

war in s LPAretory ieasies of the High Commands for the conduct of the
principles - °ar future are to be in accordance with the following guiding

/ -
o f

30 {pedn o Porbuga - code name "Felix?)
. allan offengive against Egypt)
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Lo ‘ The Balkans :

Ce. in C, Army will make preparations to occupy continental Greece
north of the Aegean Sea from Bulgerian bases, if necessary - thus making it
possible to employ Luftwaffe units against targets in the eastern
Medite]z:ga.nean, especially those British air bases which threaten the Rumanian
oilfields.

To be equal to any evenbuality and to keep Turkey in check, plans and
transport calculations should be based on the assignment of an Army Group
in the strength of approximately ten divisions., The railroad running through
Jugoslavia cannot be counted on for transporting these forces, In order to
ghorten the period required for the movement, plans for reinforcing the
German military mission in Rumania before very long are¢ to be prepared and
submitted to me, i

C.-in C, Luftwaffe will, in accordance with prospective Army operations,
prepare to assign Luftwaffe units to the gouth-eastern Balkans and a
Luftwaffe signal service unit to the southern border of Bulgaria.

The Luftwaffec lission in Rumania will be augmented to the extent

B proposed to me,

. < Bulgarian roquests for arms and ammumition for their army ar: to be met
if Possible.

5. (Russia)
6. (Lending in British Islos - code name "Seeloewe")
7. I expect reports of the Commanders-in-Chicf reparding measures referred

to in this directive. After they have been rceeived I shall issue orders
concerning the method of execution as well 3 chronological coordination
of the individual actions.

Speoial precautions are to be taken to safeguard secrécy by limiting

' thb punber -of those working on the preparations, This refers appecially to

ghe enterprise in Spain and to plans coacerninyg the islands in the Atlantic,

signed: Adolf Ilitler

Army licadquarters,
6 Dccember 1940

po : Ce in:C. Luftwaffe - Luftwaffe Operations Steff

In accordance with Directive No,18 these Luftwaffe units will be
oansidered necessary for the intended operation against the Balkans :

1. For Army Cooperation :

(a) Recomnaissance Forces :
for lst Army Headquarters = 1 long range Staffel

for the Kleist Group

for }}(DI(XX A Corps
o XIv o s 1 irmy recce, Staffel each

for INIII iry Corps

for XX& iz‘ﬁ? '\gorpsl“

for 2nd, 5th, 9th and 1lth Panzer Divigions 1 panser recce Staffel each.
iltogether : 1 long-range, 6 army and 4 panzer recce Staffeln.

/Since
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Since units which are intended for the operation "Seeloewe" or which are
attached to other ermy units cannot be withdrawn for this purpose and the
reconnaissance Staffeln under the command.of the Air Officer with C. in C. Army
are not sufficient, it is requested that the following be immediately
seconded to and placed under the command of C. in G, Army :

1l longaz'_m)ge recce Staffel for the lst irmy Headquarters
6 army recce Staffeln .
namely :

fron Luftflotte 1 : 4(H)/32 for XXXX Army Corps
¥ 5(H)/32 for XI Army Corps

from Luftflotte 3 : 2(H)/3L(Pz) for the 5th Panzer Division
' 5(H)/13 for XXX Army Corps
L(H)/22 for XIV Army Corps
* 1(H)/13 for the Kleist Group

¥ & marginel note states that these two were deleted later.

() snti-eircreft unmits :

for each corps 1 flak battery .
for each panzer divigion 1 flak battery (self-propelled mounting)

for three infantry divisions which will be engaged on ipdependent tasks
Particularly exposed to air attack (narrow valleys in mountoainous country)
and whoge air protection cannot be guaranteced by the Corps

3 light flak batteries (tractor drawn)

- Altogether : 6 flak, 4 light flak (self-propelled) and 3 light flak
(tragtor drawn) batteries. .

 Besides I/1L Flak Battery (then in Leipzig) for the XIV irmy Corps and
92nd Light Flak Battery for the 2nd Ponzer Division, an allocation will be
Tequested from those flak units which were subordinate to the Army during the
operations in the West and which are not designated for operation "Seeloewe',

2.  Operational iir Foree :

~ For cocoperation with the Army a dive-bomber Geschwader of three Stuka
Gruppen will be requested.

Any reconnaissance, bomber, fighter, and anti-sircraft units necessary
for the operation are to be determined by C. in C, Air.

Information is requested as to when end where the proposed formations
gan be mode availsble, Further it is requested that airfields in
s'ftlc’tte L. ares are gecured for the recomnaissance Staffeln to cnable the

affeln to work in cooperation with Army Headquarters,

signed : Halder

Fushrer Headquarters,

8 December 1940

1. C. in ¢, Luftwafe will send 4 officers (in civilien dress) to Bulgaria
to gather information,

2o C. in C. Navy will send 2 officers and 1 official (in oivilian dress)
to Bulgarie to determine what aid oan be given to Bulgaria in coastal defence,

IO el o fyg : : /The
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. ‘!.‘he' branches of the irmed Forces are requested to contact OKW Intelligence
Division directly regarding the time of departure of the investigating
groups,

f‘ozi Chief of Staff OKW

signed : Warlimont

OKH Operations Staff,
9 December 1940

Assembly directions for the 12th Jjirmy

Macedonia

1, The political situation may make it necess t Greek
ary %vo occupy be continued

via Bulgaria., There is also a possibility that the operation may
into Thessaly.

Bulgaria, in view of the weakness of her land defences, will to begin
with carefully avoid openly taking the side of Germany; she will nevertheless
support the preparations of the German High Command - although under cover _of |
gtrict camouflage - and eventually offer no resistance to the entry of Germ ‘
troops into her territory. Her active participation in the attack on (:}reece
i3z not to be counted upon, It can however be expected that Bulgaris Will
first of all defend her southern and especially her south-eastern frontiers
with her own forces and will at the same time take into consideration the
requirements of the German High Command.

Rumenia will permit and assist the assembly of the German forces in her
territory.
The occupation of Greeck Macedonia, if this should be necessory: will not
pe dependent on a simultaneous resumption of the Italian offensive 3T ilbanise

2, The code-word for the operation is "Marita®.

3, The enemy

(a) Greek liacedonia

]

The present grouping of the Greck forces and their strength - five Groek ?
jnfantry divisions and half of a cavalry division - allow it to pe expected !
that the Greeks, in view of the forces which will be interpreted 23 & ?hreat ‘
to her Macedonian territory, are determined to defend themselves, relying or l
the field Ffortifications along their frontier, :

Changes in the political situation and the threat to Macedonia from
strong German forces may however induce the Greek High Command to give UP
Threce and eastern Macedonia. In that case the defence of the river Mesta
Karasu sector may come into question, and this could be done by holding the
mountain ridge which blocks the entry towards the west and the Strymon gorge
gouth-east of Petrich (this appears to be protected by some modern
fortifications) or even by a defence of the river Strymon sector, with the
northern wing resting on the Jugoslav frontier.

The entry of British forces (ono or two divisions to begin with) into the
Macedonian theatre of war is not excluded.

(b) Turkey in Europe

An attack by Turkey on Bulgaria to prevent the Germans marching through
ogainst Greek Macedonia is hardly probable, IFf however Bulgaria, without
the prospect of swit't and strong Gorman support, were cxposed to an attack
by the numerically superior forces standing ready in European Turkey, then

/the
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the possible outcome must be assessed, having regard to the gaps in the
Bulgerian mobilisation against a Turkish attack. Edirne (adrienople) - Stara
Zogora ard Edirne - Plovdiv must be considered ds the central lines of such
an &‘b‘baok.

For an appreciation of the enemy see suplement number 1,

b Diréc’cive for the 12th Army

(a) Task

The 12th frmy will deploy in Rumania in such a manner that from 7 February
1941 it is ready to march into Bulgaria within twelve hours on the command of
OKH, to cover the advance to the Greco-Bulgarian frontier by throwing forward
strong defence forces against any reaction from Turkish territory, and to

. 6ross the southern Bulgarian frontier on 22 March to occupy Greek Macedonie

and Greek Thrace.
(®) With the advance through Bulgaria is to be secured:

Protection against Turkey such that a Turkish attack could be answered at

once by a Germen counter-attack which would throw the Turkish forces back
over the Turkish frontier end create favourable conditions for an early attack
againgt, the Turkish forces in Thrace by the employment of stronger German
forceg; awift taking over by German troops of the defences on the southern
frontier of Bulgaria;

Preparation for the attack in such a way that the invasion of Greek
territory can follow as quickly as possible on the advance through Bulgaria,

(¢) Preparations for the attack on Greece so that a strong right wing of
the 12th Army on X-Day can cross the Greco-Bulgarian frontier, annihilate
the onemy forces in Macedonia and take possession of Salonica and the
northern ¢oast of the degean Sca.

. .. It must here be the task of strong and fast-moving units operating on
the right wing to gain the Selonica district and bridgeheads over the river
Vardar as soon as possible, after fighting their way out of the Rhodope
mountaing, to ber the retreat of the defeated enemy towards Thessaly and

to ensure for the 12th Army the possibility of a rapid continuation of the
offengive over the river Vardar in a south-westerly dircction.

The operation of weaker motorised forces via Gumuljina (Komotini) to
roll up the enemy front from the eest is to be considered. ’

Ra.p,td occupation of the Greek district south-west of Edirne (Adriaz}ople)
and an early establishment of an adequate defence line on the lower Maritaa
are important,

5: Camouflage end directions

Dircctions 4o any necessary extent are only to be imparted to the staff
officers necessary for the scheme down to the commonders and higher staff
officers of divisions, the reconnaissance elements and individual officers °
whose closer briefing is neoessary.

No speoinl instructions are to be given to the troop commanders beyond
the statoment of an imminent assigmment in the central mountains.

The eppropriote measures are to be camouflaged up to the entry into
Bulgoria g9s reinforcements for the training undts and after the entry into
Bulgarin, as long as the situation permita, as protective measures against
an lmpending Turkish attack on Bulgoria.

6. 12th Jrmy Command is to submit by 12 December, on the basis of the
agsenbly directiona:
/(e)
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(a) proposals for the direction of the operations

(b) a time-table for the period of the movements up to the termination of

the preparations for the offensive
(¢) requirements in the way of Luftwaffe operations
(d) requirements desired of the Bulgarian General Staff

signed: Halder

Supplement 1, Appreciation of the enemy

Greek Macedonia

. . the
1. The immediate defence of the fronticr will be made by ‘Gr°°PSCfc’£r are

Fronticr Guard, In the Gumuljina (Komotini) - Sidhirokastron se_‘n frontier
about 6 to 8 battalions which are distributed between the fourag?north of
crossings (north of Komotini, north of Xanthi, north of Drama 280 Ty  pini
Serrei). A further two to three battalions arc stationed o33

exd these have been reinforced by regular troops.

' only .
The troops of the Frontier Guard are well trained b‘.lt :’r :nd medium machine
incompletely armed. They have at their disposal only llgzns, put no heavy

guns and each battalion has at the most one or two ]_ight
weapons., Their special characteristic is an exception
oountry.

al mo\iv'ledge of the

: oped frontier
Blocking and destruction of the roads from the above-mento

orossings is definitely to be expected. (ot

rth-

. e Meherkoz (MOTEET

he 1;8 (Gast of Xantm)‘
oI'f':h of Per\m
dhiroka.stron

2. The enemy main defence line runs roughly slong t
east of Komotini) = 6 lan, north of Komotini - Mountain 13
gabrove - the river Mesta Karasu from Jenik (Yeni Kerasu) to nSi
the Fhalakron Mountains - Mountain 1376 (due north of serrad)

~ Neon Petritsi (on the river Strymon).

The country — southwords from the frontier rising in pl t1y of high
1500 metres - offers good defence possibilities, It is 105¥Y 3
mountainous character, The roads are narrow and there 1
traffic to pass. The bridges generally can bear loads UP

The main battle line is strengthenod by well camoufleged “370
fortifications; in some places - especially on the mounteln P&Jtillcry}
installations have beecn erected, Stronger installations and afq‘here they
are to be especially expected on both sides of Sidhirokasstron, ¢ fortifications
extend as far as the frontier. However, a continuous system ©
does not exist.

- 3 3 ns

The main defence line is at present held by five infantry dlwglz,nder
(inoluding one reserve infantry division)® which propably aré gro e only one
one Army H.Q. (2nd ? Army)(IV and V Army Corps). As army resef"ama - is
prigade of the lst Cavalry Division - at present south-west of DI hitherto
gvailable, As long as the campaign in Albenia cleims the forces £ further
in operation thére, at the most one more reserve division by way o'Wl
troops can be brought up; this reserve is at present being forme
Peloponnese,

Nothing is yet known sbout the presence of British troopse %h}.?‘iznu%d
of one or two infantry divisions must however be reckoned withe £ the mouth
1o, in Dedeagach (Alexandroupolis), Kavalla, Eraklitsa (Cajezi, & Salonica
of the Strymon) or Salonica, The best ports for landing troops ar%uilt
and Kavalla; BEraklitsa has with British help for a year past been

. 2M0265/1F/9/1.9/35 /P
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up for this purpose, but ha; at the moment only small unloading capacity,

Air bases for the northern Greek front are: Salonica (water and la.nd) ’
Serrai, Drama, Kavalla (land) and Dedeagach (water and land). The British
bave in addition established air bases on Lemmos and other Aegean islands,

3. Pighting quality of the enemy

The armament and equipment of the Greek troops does not come up to
modern requirements. Above all the infentry entirely lack mortars, anti-
tank guns and infantry guns. But it is possible that a few of these weapons -
éspecially anti~tank guns - have now been delivered from Britain. Certainly
anti-ainoraft gear will have been delivered from Britain.

It is worth noting that the artillery regiments of the Greek regular )
divisions are exclusively equipped with 7.5 cm, mountain guns, The reserve
divisions prrobebly have only weaker artillery, Heavy artillery exists o
88 Corps troops (with the IV and V Army Corps together are four batteries
of 10 em, cannon and six batteries of 15 cm. medium field howitzers). The
heavy artillery is motorised, There exists only one battalion of armoured
¥ehiclés (40 tanks), It comes under the Cavalry Division. It is likely
thet the tank battalion has been united with the motorised infantry regiment
%0 form a metorised brigade.

The emmmition position is with the exception of infantry ammunition bod,,
For lack of mmitions factories of their own, supplies have hitherto had to
_be Procured from abrosd. It is to be supposed that at the moment Britain
Provides their minimum needs in munitions,

The quality of the troops is goods The soldiers from northern Greece
BTe recognised as especially tough, Their technical development as well
83 their general battle training is however backward. Similarly the corpg
of officers is not trained to nodern standards., The bearing of all grades
°an be considered as conforming to pettern. ‘

To sumarise it can be said that the Greek army is vastly inferior to the
German troopa,

Durkey in Burope

J,---_ The Turkigh forces are deployed with main concentrations in Turkish
oo’ @nd the Straits, Since the cormencement of the Italo-Greek
aonfliag these forces have been further reinforced and have now reached a
total strengtn of

28 infantry divisions

2 cavalry divisions

1 motorised/mechanised division

1 brigade of fortifications troops
“1 brigade of frontier guards

They erg :g’rouped in three armies:

ATmy of ‘the West: with heesdquarters at Edirnc (Adrianople)
Army of the Bast: with headquarters at Kirk Kilissa (Klrklarelig
Army of the Dardanelles: with hesdquarters at Chanak (Canakkale),

These anmes commppi e Ariiy Gre h with headquarters at present at
Corlu, The ht&% osf" the 'trﬁ;ﬁpaﬁr :gfr;nced right up to the frontier. At
the moment there are available as arry or group reserves XX Army Corps in
the arca west of Bunarhisger (Pinarhiser), IV Army Corps in the Corlu-
Yuratli-Rodosto (Telirdag) erea, the 2nd and 4th Cavalry Divisions in the
areo Luleburges - Babaesld ~ Buyuk, Further strengening by the use of
traops f“rom Anatolia ig hardly to be expacted as the present massing of
troops in Thrace hag already led to censidereble provisioning end supply
difficulties. Also the accommocdation of the troops is so insufficient

/thet
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that repeated epidemics have broken out. In addition, the Anatolian troops
(altogether 22 infantry divisions, two cavalry divisions and three brigedes of
frontier guards) are tied down to the defence of the frontiers of Asia MinoTe

g. - The defence of Thrace is hinged on the line of fortifications which has
een under construction for a long time; these generally do not exceed fhe
ggvp;:rtlons of reinforced field fortifications. The following lines are

b) Midye - Saray - uratli - Rodosto,

¢) Terkos - Yazi Euren - Catalca - Bogados (so-called

gai Pristan (Igne Adaj -~ Samakov - Uskub - Kirk Kilissa - Edirme.
"Ca‘t&lca" line) .

In addition the Bosphorus (both shores) and the Dardenelles are fortified;
the northern land approach to the Gallipoli peninsula is ‘blocked by
fortifications on both sides of Kavek. Details of the positions and nature
of the fortifications are not at the moment known.

- The terrain on the whole is undulating without reat variation in
height with the exception of the Stranja Dalksns (Istranca range) in the
north-eastern part of Thrace., Numerous north-south flowing rivers which
ocarry a lot of water, cspecially in the autum and spring, could gr?atly
hamper movements from the west towards the east, The Maritsa and its mars
banks form an obstacle,

3+ Fighting quality of the Turkish troops

The armament and equipment of the Turkish units is not eveI‘Y‘”hgﬁy

uniform and - especially in the reserve formations = not modeITe
arming with light and medium machine guns is probable. The shor‘bﬂge'Of
anti-tank guns, mortars and infantry guns, tanks, light and heavy onbi- a
pireraft artillery has not been removed in spite of former French helptan
nelp vhich is now being received from the British Infantry guns 87° B0¥ .,
gveildble at all; as a stopgap - as for as available - old field EU70
being employed, Anti-tank gun and mortar equipment is very defio:'?;_la-;le.
only 200 tanks are fully servicesble, 150 armoured vehicles are aval

Furthermore there is an exceptional shortage of artillery mmig::;éd at
The Present supply of artillery ammunition in the Turkish army 8 °2 ’
about 6 ammunition issues of 250 rounds for each gun of all calibres: .4
that at the moment artillery ammunition is only available for & short P2 and
of large-scale fighting. Supplies of machine-gun ammunition &Y petter
can be congidered as sufficient,

.o the last
ned during L.
ation treining

j-aircraft

The Turkish air force has been considersbly strengthe
year Vith assistance from the British. The ground organis
are however still inadequate and the stocks of bombs and ant
pmnition are small.

The troops are sufficient in numbers and cepable of enduranc®. Thg:l-:;‘
weapPon and general battle training is carried out on German principl¢s, ue
pho¥8 particular deficiencies in coordination of weapons, in reconnadssanc a
and in the yse of terrain. The rate of march of the Turkish trooPS ig goode

The Turkish officers are brave and well-equi frequently
~equipped., They ;
180K howeyer o sense of reality; they are not trained for independent action.
EX0ePt for the present Chief of the General Staff most of the higherl 1?adersf
oTe 8Vergge persons and are only superficially intimnte with the questions ©

modern warfare,
To summorise it can be said that the Turki only if
it c ish army has grown
rﬂtg'tion to its irmediote neighbours - with the exception of Russi&. Cc_)mp&red
with a mogernly equipped and led army - especially the German aryy = it 3
:Lﬂf'erior in defence and attacks

/Supplement 2o
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. Supplement 2, Summary of forces and organisation into Aufmarschstaffeln

: i‘orx

(composite forces of a varying number of divisions and
other units

Forces

12th Army‘G.H.Q-

1lst Panzer Group

H.Q. Staffs of XXXX, XI, XIV, XVIII and XXX Army Corps

2nd, 5th, 9th and, 11th Panzer Divisions

60th Infantry Division (motorised)

"Adolf Hitler" SS Division

5th and 6th Mountain Divisions

50th, 72nd, 73rd, lélq.th 24.61;11 56th, 1851‘6. , 198th, 294th and 76th Infa.ntxs
Divigions

125th Infantry Regiment

Organisation into Aufmarschstaffeln

I _Aufmarschstaffel

lzth Army G.HiQs

1st Panzer Group

XXXX Army Corps H.Q. Staff and Corps troops

9th Panzer Division

60th Infantry (motorised) (without tracked vehicles).
XIV Army Corps H.Qe Staff and Corps troops

56h and llth Panzer Divisions

"adolf Hitler" SS Division

XXX Army Corps H.Q. Staff and Corps troops

1é4th Infantry Division

50th and 72nd Infentry Divisions - to be ready from 1 January
One~third of the G.H.Q. troops

50 Luftwaffe trangport units

50 Supply transport units

II Aufmarschataffel

XVIII Army Corps H.Q. Staff and Corps troops

5th and 6th Mountain Divisions

2nd Panzer Division (without tracked vehicles)

Twowthirds of the G.H.Q. troops

73rd Infantry Division (to be ready from 15 January)

125th Infantry Regiment

Tracked vehiecles of the 2nd Panzer Division

Tracked vehicles of the 6pth Infantry Division (motorised)
Trasked vehicles of the G.,H.Q. and Corps troops

II1X .qufmarschsta.ffal

XI. Army Corps H.Q. Sta.ff and Corps troops
l;.Gth 56th, 183rd, 198th and 294th Infentry Divisions - to be ready
from 15 January

: ?6th Infantry Division « to be ready from 1 February

Reriainder of the supply transports

Supplement 3 . Luftwaffe formations

: Reconnaiaaanee forges for the 12th Lrmy

a’t Penzer Gro L(H)/22
“for XIV Army Corpsu?lrlot } ond
5th Panzer Division 2(H)/31 Pz

\ /Tor X0
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Pz

for XXXX Army Corps and 1(H) /14 Pz
2nd Panzer Division .

for XI Army Corps 4(H)/32

for XVIII Army Corps 2(H)/10

for XXX Army Corps 5(H)/13

for 9th Panzer Division 1EH /23

for 11lth Panzer Division 3(H)/21

Pz

Altogether 4 army co-op and 4 panzer recce Staffeln

Operational air reconnaissance for the 12th Army will be 9miedtﬁz‘b by
the long-range recce Staffeln of Fliegerkorps VIII according to

requirements of the 12th irmy.

:B. dnti-aircraft units

for each corps and for lst Panzer Group - 1 flak battery
for each pangzer division - 1 light flak battery (motorised self-propelling)
and in addition 3 light flak batteries (motorised tractor-drewn)
Altogether 6 flak, 4 light flak (mot.s.p.) and 3 light flak

(tractor-drawr) batteries,

Unit number Entraining date in present

I/Flak Regiment 37
Light Flak Battery 74 (motorised)

+ I/Flak Regiment 61
II/Flek Regiment 24
Light Flak Battery 73 (motorised)
Light Flak Battery 76 self—propelled;
Light Flak Battery 83 (self-propelled
I/Flak Regiment 14
I/Flak Regiment 43
I/Flak Regiment 6l
Light Flak .Battery 71 (self-propelled)
Light Flak Battery 85 Emotorised)
Light Flak Battery 86 (self-propelled)-

C. Operational Air Force (detailed for cooperation with the 1

- Staff of Fliegerkorps VIII with:

2 long-range recce Staffeln

operational axrea

1 Januery 1941
12 January 1941
13 January 1941

15 January 1941

2th ATTY)

r GI‘UWe) )

be
1 reinforced bomber Geschwader (3 Stuka Gruppen and 1 bom nter Gruppe

1 fighter Geschwader (2 S.E. fighter Gruppen and

7heé Futhrer and Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces Berlin, 10 D°

Subject: Assignment of German air force units to fight fro

(Special Operation "Mittelmeer")

In agreement With our allies, German air units emounting ®
a Geschwader are to be assigned as quickly as possible (for a 1

l T-E" flg

cember 1940

m Italian bases

o epproxima tely
imited time

only) to fight from Mediterranean bases in southern Italy.

Their most important mission is to attack the British fle
in ®he harpour of Jilexandria, and to combat enemy traffic thro

et, especially
ugh the 8uez

contl and through the strait between Sicily and the North african coast.

However, the critical situation in the Mediterr

0 Y8@ them in the Ionian or the Aegean Seas also.

3+ 240265 /11/ 9/1,9/ 35

ancan may meke it negessary
Therefore their assignment
/is
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is to be arranged in accord with the Italian High Command,

Since Germany is not in a state of war with Greece, no hostile actions
may be undertaken directly against the latter for the time being,

signed: Adolf Hitler

OKL Operations Staff Headquarters, 12 December 1940

The Air Atteche in Sofia is exploring the operational possibilities of
& Fliegerkorps in the Bulgarian theatre, The Air Attache in Sofia will be
Placed uhder Luftflotte 4 as regerds investigation and all preparatory
measures for the setting up of the ground orgenisation in Bulgaria,

. This reconnaissance is to be carried out so that a Fliegerkorps can

assemble in the area around Bucharest end be transferred at short notice
and be sent into action in the Salonica area (main effort) and sgainst
Lemnos and the Turkish front, '

Forces éxpeoted to be required for this purpose are:

1 staff of a Fliegerkorps with 1 air signals regiment

1 mixed bomber Geschwader (3 Gruppen of dive-bombers and 1°Gruppe
of Ju 88!s)

2 long-range recce Staffeln

3 S.E. fighter Gruppen

1 P,E. fighter Gruppe

3 mixed flak batteries .

Ground recomnaissance is to be earried out in connection with the
Gxpected ocoupation of the airfields by Bulgarian Air Force units. C. in g,
Luftwaffe will accordingly issue instructions to Luftflotte & &s to which
measures in connection with the getting up of the Bulgarian ground organisation
are more wrgently required by the High Command and which are to be left to
the Bulgarian High Command.

" gigned: Jeschonnek

The Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces Fuehrer Headquarters,
13 December 1940

Directive No, 20

Operation “"Marita" -

1. The outcoms of the battles in Albania is still uncertain. In.View of tng
ngerous situition in Albania it is perticularly important to keep the
British from entablishing an air base under the protection of a Balkan

front, which would be & threat to Italy as well as to the Rumanian
ocilficlds, )

2. My plan is therefore ms follows :

(2) To et up a graduelly increasing force in Southern Rumania during the
comdng monthp,
/()

. 250245 /TR//1,9/ 30
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(b) When favourable weather begins, probebly in Merch, to send this force
gocso;ugiethetportléern Aecgean coa:(st by way of Bulgaria, and if necessary to
CCUp, entire Greek mainland (operation "Marita" The ort of
Bulgaria is to be expected. o a") . SUPP

3, The following should be kept in mind in assembling the force :

(i}) _ The 1§th.Panzer Division, arriving in December, will become part of the
Militery Mission, the tasks of which are unchanged thereby.

(b) Subsequently a force of epproximately 7 divisions (=1 AufM'SChStaffel)
is 1_:o 'l-)e transferred to Southern Rumania, Sufficient engineer forces for
preparing the Danube crossing can be integrated into the transports of the
16th Penzer Division (as demonstration troops). C. in C. Army will request
my decision at the proper time concerning their ass:t.gnment at the Danube.

troops until

(c) Preparations should be made to the transport agscionel
mbled (totel

the entire force intended for ope ; ' ;
o1, divisions), operation "Marita" has been asse
(d) The Luftwaffe must provide air protection for the force being assembleds
and prepare command posts and supply installations on Rumanian soile
4. Operation “Marita" itself should be prepared on the following besis
a) The first objective of the operation i oan coast 210
\ N peration is to occupy the A& . v apisSE
Salonice valley It may bccome necessar i ttack Vi& Lards
. s t the a -1
and the Isthmus of Corinth. y to continue

éb) keg?rhebﬁ}txlgarian Army will be in charge of flank protection towards
ur ’ in addition German tr 1 ; incss 88
reinforcements, oops should be held in reaedi

(olwit is ngoertain whether other Bulgarian forces will partioipgzeu(i ina:he
at . ewise it is not possible t di slav otbd
the present time, o predict the Jugosl

(d) It will be the task of the Luftwaffe t dvance

i o support the army &
ef?e9t1"e]\v, eliminate the enemy air force mdpgs far as possible ocCupy
pritish bases on Greek islands by means Of,air'borne 1andings.

i to
(e) ig:p‘;tél.be decided later to what extent the Italian srmed worces 8T¢
i 1"\ 3 "o
zoor&inﬂted.ln operation "Marita"j and how the operations should be
5, The great political consequences on the Balkans of the militery
reparations require careful plamni 5 the High
gonmlands, quire © planning of all such measures bY
The lrmed Forces High Commond will report the transport of troops thrzugh
ngarif end their arrival in Rumania step by step, cxplaining them at firs
as reinforcements of the Militery Mission in R tio
(izrizferenc@g with the Rumanians or the Bulgarians which might give
L ject to ey pouT PLANS, o vell as notification of the Italians, 890 - .
gu approval in each case, The same . to the desps
acouting missions and advance commends, s epplies ©o
, hfter operation "Marita" it is planned to wi o forces used for
new 888igments, P o withdraw the
7o 1 expect reports from the Commanders in Chief concerning their plans;
the Jldmmyb has already reported. Exact timetobles for the planned preparations
BhQU € submitted to me, 83 well as plans for the necessary recalling of men
gyom the armement industry (re-forming of divisions on special 1oave) «
signed: adolf Hitler
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Fuehrer Headquarters,
) i 19 December 1940
Re : Directive XX No, 20 "
Recommendations of OKH -

Communication from Chief of Staff, OKW to General Hansen, dated 2} November
1940 (copy forwarded to OKH) . ,

" Preparations for "Marita"

1.  The suggestion of OKH t0 make a display of the accompenying transport
columms of the 16th Panger Division in front of the Rumanians as a security
measure egainst complications in the Balkans, especially a threat to the oil
district, will be adopted. : :

In aigi‘giitipn the following are authorised :

Despatch to Rumania of an advence detachment for I Aufmarschstaffel of
the Airiy and the corresponding section of the Luftwaffe;

Disoussions and arrangements with the Rumenian General Staff » With the
restriction that the aims of the offensive are not to be discussed;

Opsrations of engineor forces on the Danvbe;

. Measures of the Chief of Military Transport for producing the maximum
efficieroy on the Hungerian and Rumanian railway systems.

The legation in Bucharest is to keep a check on progress through the
Chief of. the Militery Mission and to participate in fundamental questiong,

2.  The Hungerian and Rumanian governments will be informed through the
Foreign Office of the strength.of the incoming Germen transports in two phages.

(a) at once; about transports up to the middle of January;
(b) about 2 January; about trengports for the second helf of January,

OK_H‘ is to gi.\(e corresponding data, including Luftwaffe transports, gy
soon as possible to OKW (Foreign Section and Operationsl Staff Defence
Department) , .

The Rumanian General Staff is to be informed through the Chief of the
German Militory Miasion, - :
3s  All measures which allow the intention of marching into Bulgaria to be
revealed arc to begin as late as posasible.

. On th\? Danube work is only to begin on the construction of bridges whep
air cover is assured and stronger components of I sufwarschstaffel have
arrived in southern Rumania. Smaller and locelly distributed work (e.g,
assembly of bridge sections and so on) can commence previously.

4lso German preparations in Bulgaria on the lines of the reconnaissange
already teking place may only commence so as to be completed at the latest
possible moment. This applios both to preliminary transport of fuel oil,
eto,, as well as to bridging preparations on the southern bank of the Danube,

The strengthening of the road bridges slong the advance routes towards
Sofia and Plovdiv is to be requested of the Bulgarian General Staff in
accordance with more detailed directions from the C. in C, army through the
Reconnaissance Steff in Sofia (Bulgarien lebour, German finencial assistancs),
The Foreign Office will undertake corresponding action with the Bulgarian
Government,

/l&o‘
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L« The Commanders-in-Chief are requested to prepare by 30 December time-
tables covering all the measures drawn up for the preparatory period and the
continuation of operation "Marita".

Special instructions from OKW (including the quesfion of foreign
exchange) follow,

signed : Keitel
Chief of Staff, OKW

OKL Operations Steff,
‘Headquarters,

19 December 1940

Operational instructions for operation ";M_ar_jﬁ?-"—

. + in the
1, The transfer of Fliegerkorps VIII to Rumenia is to b® carried ¥
following time phases :
I To arrive in the Luftgau XVII area by 15 January 1941 :
Stab Fliegerkorps VIII
2/(F) 11
7/LeGe2(from Luftflotte 2)
Stuka-Geschwader 2, with 3 Stuka-Gruppen
Stab J,G,27 with II and III/J,G.27
Flak Regiment 201, with I/Flak Regiment &
I/Flak Regiment 19
I/Flak Regiment 23 a
. mention®
11 Fliegerkorps VIII must arrive in Rumsnia with all t8e 870
gubordinate units by 7 February 1941,
. th them one
2, The flak batteries of the 20lst Flak Regiment are t© ke ™
jssue of ammunition each.
e to be PU

] ar
On arrival in Rumania the anti-aircraft ; forod’ immediate
] - and fighter di.a
jnto operation for the protection of the cilfield aistrictss ;{ssion o
agreement between Fliegerkorps VIII and the German Luf tweffe
R-‘maxlia‘

3., _The Quartermaster General is to arrange with the
supplies and provisions from Germany to be immediate
Ru;na:nia,, before the arrival of the formetions.,

Tra.nSP"rt for

s £
Ch:'ef ° or—ted to

1y transp

signed : Jeschonnek

Fuehrer Headquarters,
21, Deceniber 1940

German military preparations in the Balkans
conaisted of a reinforoed
tration troops for the

nforced by a further
13 to 25 December) .

The Military Mission in Rumania which originally
er divigion, a few Luftwaffe formations and demons
pilitary Academy and similar institutions will now bo rei
panzer division (transport through Hungary to Rumania from

/In



In addition the Puehrer has now ordered the concentration in southern
Rumanis of a strong force independent of the Military Mission, of which
Field Marshal List has been appointed leader, Its task will be to advance
if necessary through friendly Bulgaria, without touching Jugoslavia or
Turkish territory, as far as the Aegean coast - or even further into Greece
as the situation demands ~ and so eliminate the British from this theatre,
The possibility of such & German move has already been pointed out by the
Chief of OKW to General Antonescu during his visit to Berlin at the end of
November, General Antonesou gave his consent and only asked that his
pgople be spared materiel burdens as far as possible, which was promised

It is intended that during the operations the Bulgarian Lrmy will take
over the protection of the flank facing Turkey; military intervention by
the latter however is considered improbable, Whether Jugoslavia will follow
up a German attack by seizing Salonica cannot be foreseen.

In detail the timetable of the military moves is as follows :
Rumenia
2} Degember

The Chief of the German Military Mission (General Hansen) has been
instructed to announce at once in cooperation with the German Legation the
formations which will be arriving in Rumania up to the middle of January,

At the same time General Hansen will state that the reinforcement is being
made in view of the situation in the Balkans and especielly for the

Protection of the oilfields, The transports following in the second half

of January are to be similarly announced on 2 January,and any further movements
step by step.

General Hansen has been authorised to discuss the matter and make
arrangements with the Rumanian General Staff, with the atipulation that the
plans for the offensive (via Bulgaria) arc not to bec discussed).

End of December - begipning of January

. German engineer units will appear on the Rumenian bank of the Danube,
Prepartions for crossing the river (pontoon-bridge building, etc.) - carried
out with all concealment possgible — will become more evident as the month of
January proceeds.

In southern Rumania German troops will be continually arriving by railway
transport (especially armoured and motorised formations).

. In Hungery and Rumania from 0000 hours on 1 Jonuary 1941 the military
railwey timetable must be introduced on certain stretches, because of the
increase in troop and supply transport. It will then be necessary to
restrict somewhat the commercial and passenger traffic of the country.

The Chief of Military Transport is commissioned to discuss the
necessary measures in both countries. Support by way of appropriate
steps by the Foreign Office and the closeat cooperation with the Chief
of the German Military Mission in Bucharest seems to be called for.

‘End of January

In addition to the greater distribution round the country of the
Military Mission (2 panzer divisions and Luftwaffe formations), by this
tims 7 or 8 German divisions will be stationed in southern Rumania.

Whef:he;s eventually further strong forces will be brought in has not yet
boeen docided,

| /Bulgeria
Go2L0265/ IF /9/4,9/35



- 17 -

Bulgaria

In Bulgaria at the moment is the "Reconnaissance Staff Sofia consisting
of 15 army officers, and also a small reconnaissance group from both the Navy
a-r_id Luftwaffe, The most important task of these staffs, who are wearing -
civilian dress, is to check up on the roads and operational conditions.

The leader of the "Reconnaissance Staff Sofia" (Colonel Zeitsler) is
commissioned to request the Bulgarian General Staff to strengthen & few road
bridges (with Bulgarian labour), German financial assistance will probably
be forthcoming.,

The laying out of rations and supply depots in Bulgario will be
provided for later as the situation develops.

Reconnaissance activity will probably te increased in the course of
Jenuery.  As the time for building the pontoon bridges over the Danube .
approaches, (this at the moment cannot be determined and is &l dap.?nden
on weather conditions) the Germen intent to march into the country Will
become more evident,

To sum Up : the impression is that the German entry into Rume.{t}ﬁ’“’ e
cause unrest in the Balkans and probably also in Sovict Russiss 20 tion of
possibility is not to be ruled out that the mere fact of the conc?lltr:titude
German troops on the Danube will cause the Greeks to yield in thelr & £
and thus it is desired that the imprecsion of a strong concentration ©
forces is given with the means available, )
an certainly

which ¢ -
ns themseives

Soviet Rusasia can reccive as ansver to the questio
be expected, that Germany canrot tolerste the British esteblishing U ¢ Pac
in the Balkans, and morcover now thut Rumania has joined the Tfll’artl#uﬂ B :er'
Germany is bound to protect her., The concentration of orces wiach ],m‘:g;&. )
carried out for these reacons arc however in no way dirccbed agalns® T.ﬂ-lmwa’
even the concentration has been confined cxclusively to soubheIT Rumantie
It will be of importance to Russia that Germany intends no dnd v action
againat Jugoslavia or Turkey.

The ILtalians will for the time being only be advised i1t general t&,’z‘-ns r-bj
the Militery Attaché in Rome that bhc Gurman wilitery wicsion ils W =
to be reinforced by several divisions. )

signed : Jodl

OKL Headquarter:s,
23 December 1940
{(including amendments dated 27 March 1941)

Operational directions for "dMarita"

1. British efforts to establish an air base under the protection of a
Balkan front, which would be a danger to Italy and to the Rumanicw: oilfields,

mist be frustrated,

The Fuebrer and Supremc Commander intends therefore :
(a) 70 set up & gradually increasing force in southern Rumania during Januarye
(b) When favourable weather begins - probably in March - to send this f.‘orc\.: by
vay of pulgeria to occupy the northern Acgean coast and the entire vresk mainland
ingiwding the islands of Thasos, Ssmothrace, icmnos and the Cyclades,
/Code name
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Code name for the operation: "Marita",

2, Rumenia will permit and assist the assembly of the Germen forces in her
territory,

Bulgaria will support the preparations of the German troops under cover
of the closest camouflage and will offer no resistance to the entry of the .
Germen 4roops into her territory. ier active participation in the attack on
Greece is not to be counted upon,

3« Eneny apprecié.tion see Supplement No,l.

L.  OKH has entrusted the 12th Army (at present in Vienna) with the carrying
out of the operation and has issued the following directive :

(a) Task:

The 12th Army will deploy in Rumania in such 2 menner that from
February 1941 it is recdy to march into Bulgaria within 12 hours, on thg?
comimarid of the OKH, to cover the advance to the Greece ~ Bulgaria front:.gr
by throwing forward strong defence forces against any reaction from Turkish
territory, and to cross the southern Bulgarian frontier on 22 March to occupy
Greek Macedonia and Greek Thrace,

 The Greek resistance is to be broken as quickly as possible, the Greek
distriet east of the Pindus Mountains as well as Attica is to be quickly taken,
and finally the Peloponnese is to be occupied,

This will depend on the prevention of the withdrawal to the West of the
Sooy Torces operating in the district eest of the Verder and their
destruction, and at the same time on forcing as quickly as possible an entry
into the Greek mountain country west of Salonica before the enemy is able to
set up a defence in strength in this district., Finally, fast moving forceg
ara to drive forward without delay in the direction of Larissa and Athens ip
order to prevent the enemy from setting up a defence line further back,

4 simulteneous attack by the Italians forces west of the Pindus
Yountains is to be expected,

(b) With the advance through Bulgaria, is to be secured :

Pqrection against Turkey of the lind that a Turkish attack could be
answered at once by a German counter-attack which would throw the Turkish
forces which have come out of Turkish territory back over the Turkish
frontier and oreate favourable conditions for an early attack against the
Turkish forces in Thrace by the employment of stronger German forces:

gwift taking ovey by German troops of the defences on the southern
Trontier of. Bulgaria ; "

_preparation for the attack in such a way that the invagion of Greek )
territory cen follow as quickly as possible on the advence through Eulgaria,

In the meantime the attitude of Turkey has been clarified to the extent
that intexference on the part of Turkey is not to be expected.

As & gesture towards Turkey, German and Bulgarian troop movements are
not to take place in the immedigte front of Adrianople eagtwards of the ling
liustafa - Pascha (Svilengrad) to Demotila (Dhidhimotikhon) .

(¢) Preparationa for the attack on Greece so that a strong right wing of the
12th Army on X=-Day can crogg the Gregco ~ Bulgarian frontier, annihilate the

eneny forces in Macedonia and take poasession of Salonica and the northern
coast of the Aegean Sea,

/It
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It must be the task of strong and fast moving units operating on the right
wing to gain the Selonica district and bridgeheads over the river Vardar as
soon as possible after fighting their way out of the Rhodope mountains, to
bar the retreat of the defeated enemy towards Thessaly and to ensure for the
12th Army the possibility of a rapid continuation of the offensive over the
~ river Vardar in a south-~westerly direction.

The operation of weaker motorised forces via Gumuljina (Komotini) o
roll up the enemy front from the east is to be considered,

Rapid occupation of the Greek district southwest of Edirne §Mﬁmople)
and an early establishment of an adequate defcnce line on the Maritsa are
important.

5 Directive for Luftflotte 4

(for forces see Supplement No, 2)
(a) The concentration of the groups of forces in Rumania, the advance to ;b’!;iea
Greco-Bulgarian frontier as well as the operations in Greece arc to be ©0
8s far as is possible by the fighter forces of Fliegerkorps VII.
e with the forces
vIII can
f

At the same time the operation in Rumania is to cooperat
of the Luftwaffe Mission. The anti-aircraft forces of Fliegerkorps
be employed for the protection of the oilfields district on the orders ©
Luftflotte up to the commenceument of the advance,

At the appropriate time C mixed and 7 light flak batteries will be
trangferred to the 12th army for the protection of their forces.

- cd
(b) The preparations of Flicgerkorps VIII in Ruwacnia are to be 80 arreng
that support for the 12th .rmy is guaranteed from 7 Februsry 194le

direct
(¢) The advance of the 12th srmy is to bc supported in all scotoTs oy
intervention in the ground battles,

(d) The Greek ard British air forces as well as naval units aft
operations of the army are to be eliminated by attacks on the cods
the nava_l units.

b coize British
(e) support is to be prepared for the planned airborne landings 0 °
bages on the Greek islands (Lemnos).

6, Fliegerkorps VIII will come under the command of Luftflotte % fro?:orps VIII
1 January 1941. Direct cooperation between the 12th Army and Fllegelist be

in g11 questions of tactics and execution of the planned operation "
guarenteed by this subordination.

s . i ia
7« The Tuftwaffe Liission in Rumania as well as the Jjir sttache lﬂ‘Bu"'gg':?
mst gontinueé to support Fliegerkorps VIII in all preparatory qu?stlonsd so
B‘?ply and maintenance (ground organisations, accommodation , rations an

A ) o . - . . . . » the
The task o1 the Luftwaffe Mission in Rumania is protectlon of of the

oilpjelds and refineries in the Ploesti area as well as the training
Rupenian Air Force and still stands.

reussi attack by us on the British bases in Greece
The repercussions of an the sircraft

depana increased attention to ail defence,  The advancing of
Yeporting 1ines is to be examined and adjusted at the right timee

rhe besk of the Lir Lttache in Bulgaria iz preparatory ground reconnaissance
fop the reoeption of units of Fliegerkorps VIII ard still stands.

/8.
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8, An order folicws about the coordination of the operations with those of

“the Italian Avmed Foroes,

9: Discusgsions with the Rumanians or the Bulgarians which might indicate
our intentions, as well as notification of the Italians, are subject in

each case to the approval of the Fuehrer and Supreme Commender of the

German Armed Forces, The same applies to the despatch of scounting missions
and advance commands,

10, Fliegerkorps VIII is to submit by 15 January 1941 :

(a) ‘Plans for the execution of the operations, -

(b) Timetable for the operation up to the ending of the preparations for
the attask,

signed : Jeschonnek

Suppleément 1, . Appreciation of the enemy

(Position as at 18 December 1940)

Ae . Greece

I. Gréek Arhy
falreafly mobiliged:

In slbania against the Italians:

14 infanbry divisions

1 eavalry brigade (partly mechanised) )

1 infantry division being brought up from Salonica
1 infantry brigade being brought up from Corfu

Front line is Lake Ochrid - Mount Pupatit - Zerec - Gradec - Kelcyre o
Golem = Dzhore = Grava Bay.

On the Bulgerian frontier :

5 infantry divisions
1 cavalry brigade

On the Jugoslavian frontier:
Wleak units of the frontier guards
In addition:

1 .brigade in the Athens area
2 or 3 reasérve divisions being formed in the 133101301'1_1'135’e

. '(creation‘ only possible with British assistance)

Flying Corps
(a). §_1§rength and equipment

1L,

40 reconnaipsance aircraft, 2nd olass
(ddrcraft types : Henschel 126, Potez 25 and Breguet XIX)

/25 fighter
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25 fighter airoraft, 2nd class

(Types : Avia 534, PZL P 24, Gladiator)
15 bombers lst class |
(Type : Blenheim)

(v) Operation
. vanced
The whole of the Greek Flying Corps is at present operating from ad

airfields in Albania, .

(¢) Ground organisation:

Supply aerodromes:

Athens = Tatoi
Salonica - Sedes
Larissa

Athens - Phaleron

Aerodromes:
Eleusis .

Trikkala
Salonica - Mirka (sea)

Airfields in and near the occupied .lbanian district:

Yonnina (civil airfield)

Koritza Aerodrome

Florina and Kastoria (landing strips) .. Thrace and
There are a large number of emergency landing grouwnds 37

the Peloponnese

11I. Anti-aircraft artillery

(a) Strength
66 heavy hh gURS

5 anti-aircraft regiments = 21 heavy ... batteries =
36 light 4L batteries = 189 light .. gung
16 searchlight batteries = 37 .l searchlights

. . piracuS,
Permanent coastal A4 guns in unknown strength established round
and in the areas round Selonica and Patras,

(v) Anti-aircraft material

Heavy AA guns : 33 Krupp 8.8 cm,
4 Bofors 7.5 cm.
8 Hungarian Bofors 8 cm.
21 Vickers 7.6 cm,

Tight A4 guns @ 74 Rheimmetall 3.7 cm. with Zeiss sights
109 Berlin-Suhler 2 cm,
6 Vickers 4 cm,

(o) ogeration

The bulk of the anti-airoraft batteries are in action in the . .
batble arca in Albania, Besides this stronger anti-pircraft protection 'n
the area around Salonice is to be presumed,  The anti-aircraft Pro ec

of Athens Will be looked after by the British, /v
L]

0. 240265/IF/9/L9/35
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iv. Br:.tish reinforcements

(2) Flying units |
So far operating in Greece:

50 fighters (mainly Gladiators, probably a few Hurricenes and Spitfires)
120 bombers (types : Wellington, Blenheim, Hampden and Swordfish

(b) Probable V_e@l_oyment

Fighters : Principally on the Albanian front, and in addition for the
protection of Athens

Bombers : Chief base Athens-Tatoi, other bases Athens~Phaleron,
Larissa, Trikkala, Salonica-Sedes, Cephalonia, Drama
(1 vomber flight and 1 fighter flight), Kavalla, Volos

(c)‘ @rit::sh bases are being built ":
in the Peloponnese west of Sparta, on Cape Araxos and in Crete

(4) British_ anti~aircraft artillery is established around Athens and on
Cape Araxos. .

Bstimated total strength : 60 A4 guns, mainly light.

o (e) Further British reinforcementg in Greece are to be expected,
. B. Turkey

1. Turkish Army:

(a) Strength:

50 or 51 infantry divisions, of wh:.oh 32 are fully equipped for
battle, remainder being formed,

: (Equipment : difficulties in arming)
(b)  ‘Organisation

lst Army Group: )
i) Army of the Bast : Kirklareli gxirkelesse)
S Army of the West : Adrianople (Edirne)

- Army of the Dardanelles : Canakkele (Chanaq)

TN 28 infantry divisions
2 cavalry divisions

1 mechenised division
1-2 brigades of fortification troops

’

Western and Southern Anatolia
11 infentry divisions
1 cavalry division
1 brigade of fortification troops

: Eastern and Northern Anatolia
; 11~12 infentry divisions
f 1 mountain brigade
1 esvalry brigade
3 brigades of frontier guards

/I,
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Air Force

Flying units:

(a) Strength and equipment

(®)

2.

(i) 71 obsolete recomnaissance aircraft (Breguet XXIX,

Smolik S 16)

(ii) 60 fighters, lst class (predominately

Morane 405/6, with &

small number of Spitfires and Hurricanes) —Hawker)
60 fighters, 2nd class (PzL P 24, and Curtiss

. ~Martin)
(iii) 94 bombers (24 He 111, 50 Blenheim and 20 Glenn

40 light bombers (Vultee 12)
15 obsolete bombers (Fairey Battle I)

Ground organisation
Main base is at Eskischehir
uCrodromes in Thrace:

Corlu :
Yesilkocy (St. Stefano)
Edirne (Adrianople)

«Crodromes in VWest snatolia:

Kutahia
Smyrna (Izmir)

Bandirma (on southern coast of the Sea or Marmara)

Aerodromes in Eastern Anatolia:

The bulk of the anti~aircraft artillery is

In addition anti-aircralt protection is to be ass

following points :

Ankarg,

Dyarbekir
Adana,
Erzerum . 3 TTOO.
Under construction : concrete strips, €8¢ 1D Ban
Anti-aircraft artillery
42 Heavy A4 batteries
38 Light A/ batteries
20 Searchlight sections
Equipment_
‘ Heavy 4tA guns 66 Schneider—Creuzot 7.5 cm.
) 64 Vickers 7.5 cm.
14 Vickers 9.4 cme
Light ap guns 12 Rheinmetall-Borsig 3.7 Clle
26 Rheinmetall-Borsig 2 Cmle.
24 Solothurn 2 cm. :
gbout 110 AL guns of unknown types
Dutieg
———————

ginate to the Armye

suborcs By at the

Industrial works at Karabuk, Kucukyozgat, and Kirikale

Coal mining district of Zonguldek

Naval bese at Izmit (Kocaeli)

Areas around Smyrna and Kanakkale (Dardenel
mogt important asrocIomss,

les), as Well as near the

/Supplement 2
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Supplement No, 2. Organlsa.tlon of Fliegerkorps VIII from
‘ : 1 January 1941

Steb of Fliegerkorps VIII

2(F)/11
7, LG 2 (from Luftflotte 2)

Stab of St,G,2

I/3t.G.2
II1/5t.G.2
I/8t.G.3

Stab of J.G.27
T/J3.Ge27
:EII/J.G.Z?

Flﬂ-k Pﬂttery Ab{:e:.lmg 1/23
Flak Battery (Abteilung) 1/6
Flak Battéry (Abteilung) 1/19

Luftwatfe Signals Regiment 38

Supply wits (in accordance with special instructions from the

Quartermaster General)

At the right time transfer and subordination of a bomber Gruppe (of Ju 883)

o and twinwengined fighter Gruppe is intended,

OKH Headquarters,
28 December 1940

Tpe chain of command in Rumania .

. From his arrival in Rumania, C. in C. 12th Army will assume as cover the
titlée of Commander-in-Chief of .the German Army in Rumania, while 12th Army
Heddquarters will be known as the General Headquarters of the German A.nr\y
‘in Rumania. Subordinate to him are the staffs and formations comprising
+the battle organisation of the 12th Army, from the time of their arrivel
;:Ln Riménia,

‘ Moreaver,, on thé arrival of the Connnander-:.n—Chief of the German Army
4n Ruma.ru.a, the Chief of the German Army Mission in Rumania will be
subordina.te to him for the purpose of the preparation and execut:n.on of the

! 'I.‘he Chief of the German Military Mission (General Hansen) assumes
& same time the responsibility for liaison between the Command.er-in=
‘ ef f the German Army in Rumenia, the German Legation and the Rumanian
id Forces., His remaining tasks remain unaffected by the foregoing
_'jtions, and the demonstration troops will repain subordinated to him,

signed : Brauchitsch

/OKH Headquarters,
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OKH Headquarters,

30 December 1940

Re : Anti-aireraft protection for the Rumanian oilfields

To : Luftwaffe Operations Staff

In sccordence with OKW orders the bridge construction over the Danube is %o
g:ve ;5‘pec:|.€.i.‘i3nt1-—{a:.rcraft protection,  Commencement of building of the
baltng: arz.nd ges 1s planned for 15 January, For this date, only one€ flak
bri Ty one light flak battery are available. For the construction of another
ridge, plenned to commence on 23 January, anti-aircraft protection must be
guaranteed by the flak batteries at present with the transportss

Therefore at the moment it cann . ther and to what
extent additional anti-aircraft protgztziz ?iﬁﬁirtﬁ?‘i‘ilf{?em be covered bY
the Flak Abteilungen seconded to the Army. o

OKH Headquarters »

1, January 1941

Po : GHQ of the German iLrmy in Rumania
1, GHQ of the German . rmy in Rumsnia i from
i nia is to hold i f roady ¥
end of Jenuary, as soon as the necessary anti-zim;;?‘ilprotection haihbeen
: e

provided, to march on the orders of OKH i W :
: . into northe lgorid i i
fzgx:atlz}r;s gh:.ch h;.ve up to then arrived, crosszngczzcﬁlsd%ng to thetslz?glﬁzzz
either the frozen Danub i S ®rom

e or il necessary over the open Danub®s ?—,ﬁiﬁ from these

them first of all north of the line i
m ¢ Sofia - Plovdiv - Varna 39
positions they can at any time carry out the tasksvlaid_ dgown for theme
The order will be issued by OKH at the right time.
. i ho
2, The entry will probably b i ulgeries U
2 ably be made on the grounds of proteffzizgaitack by other

by then will have joined the i .
statess J Tripartite Pact, against a poss?

3, Authority for detailed discussion :

. d s between the Commander—%

German Army and the Bulgarian General Staff will be given as SO0
negessery political preliminaries are concluded

from 20

It is proposed to authorise the construction of the bridgess

January .

4, 4 ruling follows later on the chain of
Bulgarien .rmed [orces. of comnand as

it concerns the

signed : von Paulus

Fuehrer Headquarters,

16 Jonuary 1941

The Reich Minister for Foreign Affeirs has issued the following directive

to the Germen Legation in Sofias
I, »I request you to seek audience again immediately with the Bulgari
Progident or Foreign Minister or both.

/Please

N 240265/ IF/ 9/ 49/ 35

an Minister-



respect the military protection of Bulgaria,
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~ Please reply that the Reich Government agrees to the inmediate inception
of disoussions between the two General Staffs, It is also agreed that the
discussions should not in any case take place in Sofia., It was our intention
to propose Viemna for them, However, in the meantime Field Marshel List hag
already left for Rumania, Indeed he does not intend to conduct the
discussions himself with the officers of the Bulgarian General Staff, but
Wwill leave his Chief of Staff to deal with these, Nevertheless he would
greatly appreciate being kept fully informed of the General Staff discussionsg,
Therefore it would be best if the discussions took place at Field Marshal List'g
drmy Headquarters in Rumania. Where in Rumania the Army Headquarters will be
located has mot yet been determined., It certainly will not be in Bucharesgt »
but in a smaller place, 4is soon as the place has been settled we will
request the officers of the Bulgarian General Steff to go there perheps in
civilian é¢lothes, in order to avoid drawing unnecessary attention,

The Bulgarian Legation in Berlin has meanwhile expressed the wish that
& German specialist in air defence be sent post haste to Bulgaria to tour the
country and discuss the necessary defence measures with the Bulgarien posts,
The Reich Goverrment agree to this also, and the officer of the Luftwaffe
whom we have in view for this could perhaps take part one day in the general.
discussions of the General Staffs, so that he could then undertake the
reoonnaissonce trip suggested by the Bulgarion Govermment., In this case it
would be practical if the officer of the Bulgarian military delegation detaileq
for this reconnaissance journey also belonged to the Bulgarian iir Force,
The German Military and Air Attaches in Sofia are also to take part in these
diseussions,

It is importent that the discussions between the General Staffs commencge
. at onge, at the latest in two or three days' time. We shall let you have
definite information as to place and time immediately., Meanwhile we woulg
like the Bulgarian Government to give instructions for the Bulgarian Gener&l
Jtaff officers to get ready to leave at once,

II. As regards the military questions thé following is given primarily fon
your own information, but may however be made use of as thought fit ;

The moment for beginning the march through Bulgaria has not yet been
exaotly decided, It depends partly on the conclusion of the deployment of
the German troops on the southern frontier of Rumania; and partly on the

, weather, especially on the state of ice on the Danube, 1In any case it ig
the intention of the Reich Government to commence the march through asg early

a8 possible, It will probebly be possible in about three weeks, HOWever’

,‘the march through will only be begun when sufficient forces have been

concéntrated on the southern frontier of Rumania to guarantee in every
It is intended to have the

/German treops in sufficient strength to carry out all tasks and to be

"'v','&:’ﬂ'e'g_tlle.‘be for any eventuality.

¢ 48 you know, the Bulgarien Army will take no active part whatsoever in gy
tmlitary operations, It will be carried out by German troops alone.

5 Wi ' ¥ [

%071 The ‘German troops will bring with them all necessary rations, petrol
suppliés, ete., so that Bulgaria's own supplies Will not be affected by the
roh .through", ‘

" Pield Marshel List was informed of the above through the OKW Foreign
gction on the afterncon of 15 January prior to his departure.

for the Chief of the Supreme Command of the Armed Forgeg

signed : Warlimont




Fuehrer Headquarters,

17 January . 1941
(as amended on 21 Jenuary 1941)

1, The Fuehrer agrees to the i it '
proposed ruli the position of C, in C.
12th Army as concerns the Bulgariaﬁs. e ’ .
Field Marshal List is authorised to mak ments eccordingly. OKH
is to report on the outcome, ° o mangs
2, OKH in conjunction with the PForei i : is to set uP
‘ _ reign Intelligence Section 13 :
with the Bulgo.r:.an General Staff a joint securit?r service on the Bulgarian
roads and railways (Field Marshal List - War Office Sofia)s
3, The Fuehrer himself will decide Whe i be openly mad®
r n preparations e open-y i
for the crossing of the Danube, C. in C.PArfW ?n conjm‘-nﬁtion with the C. 28 o
Lmaffe is to submit in due course proposals for action to be taken on
receipt of this authorisation, together with a detailed acc
progress of the following preparations :
itions,

(a) Fighter and anti-aircraft i 3 i rossing Pos
the oilfields and Constanta. protection of the brides wna @

As long as anti-aircraft and fi ; e is not
available from the forces of C. infé%hzflztﬁgggctz:ifgzrz;;t proteobion
to the extent of about a regiment is to be withd’ra.Wn from the a-nti—aircraf
artillery allocated to the army (12th Army Command) and tempor’ t
the disposal of C, in C. 4ir (Luftwaffe Mission), C. in C. &7 is to YedUES
that the Rumanian Air Force provide the fighter cover,

(b) Guaranteeing all these measures necessary for the protection of BUlgaila’
so that briq.ge construction or thé crossing of German troops over the Danubzsis
into Bulgaria can liquidate any encmy action against this countrys % £he
of the discussions to be held between the General Staffs of the 12th ArV

Bulgaria.

. tives will b 's. 2 inf V 2
Direc e published about the reinforcement of t};;vf; peen dealt

L,

coastguards at Constanta as soon as the preparatory questions

with,
g reinforce=

5, The start of II Aufmarschstaffel is authorised, The eKPectelit petween

ment of the an‘bi—a:'f.rcra_f"b protection for Rumania, which will be sp:
I and II gtaffel, is to accompany II Aufmarschsteffel,

signed : Keitel
Chief of Staff, OKW.

OKH Headquarters,

1) January 1941

OKW operations Staff

To :
OKH proposes :

1, Ruling on the position of C. in C. 12th Army on the entry into Bulgariae
_ During the entry itself, so long as no military threat erises from the
neighbowring stetes, it is not necessary to place the Bulgarian troops under

The defence of the frontier between Bulgaria and Turkey by

German Qrd_ers °

Bulgarian t¥OOPS during the entry and the preparations for the opsration

/Marita"
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"Marita" is to be determined by the Commander-in-Chief of the German Army in
Rumania in cooperation with the Bulgarian General Staff, as far as method
and strength of the forces used are concerned. On the Greco-Bulgarian
fréntier it will be necessary on the arrival of the German covering troops
to suboidinate the Bulgarian forces employed on frontier guard to the German
Commend.,

. In the event of a Turkish attack it will be necessary for C, in C, 12th
Army to take over complete command of all the forces, Bulgarian requirements
for land defénce must therefore conform to the frame of the general situation
Assurances will be correspondingly given at the discussions, T

With the commencement of the operation "Marita" the 12th Army must in
any case assume complete command over the German and Bulgarian forces
employed on the Greek and Turkish frontiers. Thus the German and
Bulgarian troops placed on the frontier towards Greece come under the 12th
Afiy, as well as the German formations under the German Commander-in~Chief
which have been kept back as operational reserves, and the Bulgarian troops
under the Bulgarian Commender—in-Chief employed on the Turkish frontier,

2.. The esteblishment of a seourity service on the roads and railways in
Bulgarie by the German Coun‘{:er—:[ntelligence Department in conjunction with
the GHQ of the German Army in Rumania, :

The organisation of a security service for the protection of the roads
bridges and reilways used by the advencing forces gains in significence in °
view of the hostile resgistance and sabotage activity which a German entry
would stir up in the south east, and this activity must not be underestimateg
By arrangement with the Bulgarian General Staff this security service must
"be éarried out either by native forces or by German security units.

‘3, Authority bo commence construction of the bridges from 20 Januvary on
the assumption that this - if the weather permits it at all — is carried
“gut at the latest possible moment that the situation allows and that it ig
“considerably preparsd and shortened by the prefabrication of parts on the
northern bank, '

4.  iuthority for the start of II Staffel from 6 February to be announced
6n 20 Januery, with the poss_i'bility of a postponement of the starting date
én.Y time up to 2 February.

OKL Headquarters,

18 January 1941

. fhe Bulgarian Government wishes in the General Staff conferences

. %0 -discuss the whole setting up of the Bulgarian air defences and to be
- given expert advice on the matter, since the British have threatened

%o make air reids on Bulgarian towns if German ¥roops should oross to

6 south side of the Danube,

_ a therefore to see to it that the Luftwaffe Mission

in Ruinania ensures bthe unity of eir defence in the Rumano-Bulgarian

stre when German troops oress the Bulgarian frontier, go far as 1s

sasary for the air defence of the oilfields and of the rear communicationg
the frmy and ruftwaffe in Rumania and Bulgaria. For this it will be

Lary:

Luftflotte &4 i

yman air defence forces subordinate to the Luftwaffe Migsion
umanian air defence forces should be detailed for the
Rumenian oilfields as well as the Danube orossing

he Ge

the R
protection of the
places; /()
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(b) that the Bulgarian air defence forces should be detailed for defence
against low-level attacks on the rear commmications of the 12th

Army and Fliegerkorps VIII,.

Special points:

The Isker gorge north of Sofia; the Trans-Balken railway at Turnovo-
on-the-Maritsa; the Sofia-Plovdiv line at Ichtimans

is to hand

Unless it has already been done, the Air Attache in Bulgaria 1s 59 70

to the Luftwaffe Mission in Rumania as soon as possible data conce
strength and employment of the Bulgarien air defence forcess

. f

3. The 2mployment of the air defence forces under the command o with
Fliegerkorps VIII in Bulgarie is as far as possible to be made to ;onfon:.
the air defence measures decided upon by the Luftwaffe Mission in Rumani

’ &
4, OKH will be requested to instruct the 12th Army to make the g?;lgm_epgssi‘ble
of their subordinate anti-aircraft forces in Bulgaria conform 85 n in
with the air defence measures decided upon by the Luftwaffe ¥issio
Rumania. ‘

draft signed by Jeschonnek

Fushrer Headquarters,
21 January 1941

The conferences of the Fuehrer and the Duce on 19 end 20 J
that it is very desirable to send the forces to Tripoli which &
for there as soon as possible (operation "Sonnenblume") bu carried out
of German forces to Albania (operation "41penveilchen") cannot Pe
as previously planned, since this would make reinforcement an
the Italian divisions impossible, and thus the preparation for
offensive Would be badly hampered,

: as
. Supplementing and correcting previous orders, the Fushrer gecided
follows:

1. (Operation "Sonnenblume")

2, Operation "ilpenveilchen'

' s ing only
The orders issued are changed to the effect that for the time ?j;gﬁia'
one mountain division without heavy wvehicles is to be prov:;ded fo;‘.ln taking
1t i8 to be equipped as indicated by the results of the investigatio

place at the present time,

. A . f r

The Italian High Commend intends to preparc 10 divisions :lr_x z..lb;.n;i:rc tol
combat Within 8 to 10 weeks, It will be decided at the begreal ; Olba.nia
whether one more German mountain division should be transfer to 4 ®

3, Operation "Felix" (Iberian Peninsula)

ary to alter

Posaible changes in political conditions make it necess Y retint should

previous orders to the effeoct that preparedness for operation
be medintained ¢ so far as this is still possible,

Therefore the first Mountain Division is not to
n Al?envei lchen',

for Chief of Staff, OKW

signed : Warlimont
- ) /Sofia

be counted on for operation
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Sofia, 25 January 1941

Supplement 2 to Situation Report dated 25th January 1941 (Sofia-Berlin),
Report on thie conference between the German General Staff's representative
General von Greiffenberg (Chief of List's Army) and the Bulgarian

General Staff's representative General Boydeff (A.0.C. Bulgarian Air
Force) ,held at Predeal in Rumenia from 22 to 24 January 1941.

1l 'The mést esséntial points of the discussion between the representatives
are recorded in the supplement in the form of a protocol,

‘ ,21‘._' At the close of the conference, at my instigation, General Baron von
Richthofen hed a talk with General Boydeff, During this the following
important points were dealt with.

(&) General Boydeff promised every assistance as regards forwarding supply
trains into the neighbourhood of Plovdiv and south of Sofia. The equipment
will bBe talken over on the Bulgarian-Rumanian frontier. by the Bulgarian Air
Force and thence transferred to the selected airfields. As General von
Richthofen was told, it would be useful that a German escort of one or two
fen in Givilian clothes be allocated to each transport.
(b) General Boydeff again requested General von Richthofen to place at his
disposal before the actual commencement of the operations sufficient anti-
alreraft forces for the protection of Sofia, Plovdiv and for the
armament works situated near Kazanlik and Karlovo. General Boydeff proposeq
that these anti-aircraft units disguised (personnel in civilian clothes
as "purchased Bulgarian equipment", should be despatched in good time. As
General von Richthofen was unsble to give any promise of this I proposed that
i ~ the Bulgarian Govermment make application now through diplomatic channels
] for this protective measure, General von Richthofen declared that from g
’ military point of view he had no objection; on the contrary it was greatly
" to be desired that the anti-airoraft forces should already be prepared
' for action in Bulgaria at the commencement of the operations.

{¢) The Bulgerian Aif Force hes - as previously reported - agreed to allow
‘Géyman personnel in civilian clothes to take up duties in the repalr shops
-at Karlovoe end the airfields at Sofia and Plovdiv,. As so far no esdvice
lias been received from the Director General of Luftwaffe Equipment as to
vhether assisbance from German personnel can be provided in the immediate
future, I proposed that the technicel persomnel (repeir and mainténance)
" Which are at the disposal of Fliegerkorps VIII take over these duties,

. _.}Ge'heral'Bo_ydeff agreed to 50 men being attached to Karlovo and 20 men eagh
to Plovdiv and Bozhurishte (approximately 15 km, north-west of Sofia). T
‘raquest a decision as to whether Fliegerkorps VIIL or the Director General
tuftwaffe Equipment is te be responsible for d.ea.l:!.ng with this matter,

" important that something should be done about':.t as soon &s po:?sible,
“the repair shops ere at the moment overflowing with Bulgarian equipment,
and the repair of this equipment ocould be undertaken by our personnel up
to the commencement of the operations.

stated that he also agreed that the frontier guards
ek frontier should be reinforced at once by aircraft
Fliegerkorps VIII in civilian clothes so that & smooth,
network is available before the commencement of

General Boydeff
he Bulgarian-Gre
“ting troops of
sntly working

ﬁ '?'!Sv.

» _ ted
sedusst that the protocol contained in the supplement be trea
r?;;la.l?.y as T did not receive the document through official channela.
L I would once more like to mention that the whole series of
ons oetablished in general that Bulgaria will support us to ths
'-‘fa_rﬁhcomng opezt:a.tionsq

o /I

+

10
r
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I should like General Boydeff to be thanked for his cooperation.

signed : von Schoenebeck

Supplement to situation report above

he representatives

Sumary of the main points discussed between b Lrmy High

of the Royal Bulgarian General Staff and of the German
Commend on the 22, 23 January 1941

Bulgarian representative: General Boydeff

Germen representative; General von Greiffenberg

A, Bulgarian questions and requests

1. Boydeff: Will the Bulgarian Army's part in the forthcoming Germé t
operations be such that it will remain available for the subsequen
new order in the Balkans?

Greiffenberg: We do not expect thet the Bulgarian Army Will be employed
in an offensive against the Turks or Greeks, We do however expec
Bulgaria to defend her southern and especially her south~eastern
frontiers with the means at her disposal, and in doing SO to take
into consideration the requirements of the German High Commands

In order to remove any epprehensions of the Bulgarien Aray
Command, especially on the south-eastern front, sufficient Geyman
forces, especially tanks, will be placed at first behind the
existing Bulgarian frontier defences, The two armoured divisions
which are standing ready in the Dobruja can under normal conditions
be moved up in three or four days, ready for action behind the
Bulgarian forces, The other forces designated for the operations,
further infantry and armoured divisions, will be arriving later,
depending on the weather and on the condition of roads and bridges.

_ The Luftwaffe will stand ready in sufficient strength on
Rumanian territory from the moment the frontier is crossed, SO that
it can effectively attack any hostile move dangerous to the Bulgarian
defence, It will be trensferred at the latest during the first daysd
of the advence to the operational areas of Plovdiv and Sofis, provide
that the state of the airfields and weather conditions permite

far as it is at all possible, supplies for the airfields should be
brought up now under camouflage.

The German anti-aircraft artillery will be with the first of the
German advance forces, where it has not already been possible to send
parts (material) into Bulgaria by now,

2. Boydeff: When can Bulgaria commence = disguised mobilisation of her
army?

Greiffenberg: That depends on the size of the forces required. The

" German opinion is that it is necessary to have at least six Bulgarian
divisions ready on the Turkish front, and furthermore an adequate
defence on the Greek f ront, and that behind these a certain number
of Bulgarian troops available as reserve,

Since according to the information given by the Bulgarian General
Staff a concealed mobilisation and assembly of these forces will take
21 deys, we must ask that this concealed form of mobilisation begins
immediately, Whether this is politically practicable will have to

/be
G, 240265/IF/9/49/ 35
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be determined through the diplomatic channels between the two
Governments,

3. Boydeff: How will you defend us if we are attacked by one or other of
our possible enemies?

Greiffenberg: (a) Turkey: 4 Turkish attack on Bulgarian territory is
not considered probable, However German forces, especially armoured
divisions, sufficient for any eventuality will be thrown in against
the Turkish frontier behind the Bulgarian defence lines, Similarly
the German air forces will be at hand ready for defence.

-(b) Greece: Against the Greco-Bulgerian frontier
motorised advance detachments are to be pushed forward immediately
and ag repidly as possible to support the Bulgarian frontier defences
there, ' ’

(o) Jugoslevia: The German High Command considers
that offensive measures’ on the part of Jugoslavia against Bulguria
© 6an bé ruled out, Should Jugoslavia interfere however, the

" columns deployed on the right rear of 'the German infantry divisions
would teke over the defence on the western side at first, and further
German forces would come to grips with Jugoslavia from the other
side, It is assumed in this connection that there will be
reinforced Bulgarian frontier guards on the Bulgarian-Jugoslav
frontier tooe

(4) Russia: The Germans do not expect the Russians to
interfere., Adequate German forces are standing ready for any
e_ifentuality on the Germen eastern frontier, and in addition in
Rumenia the excellent Germen demonstration troops are available,
together with the Rumanian Army.

(e) Lending attempts: The German troops in cooperation
with the Luftwaffe are able at any time to defend the Black Sea
coests against any landing that may be attempted, Moreover the
Army High Command will pass on to the appropriate German naval
puthority Bulgarian requests for the protection of the ports of

Verna and Burgas.
1,',; Boydeff: How is it intended to supply the German Armed Forces?

Greiffenberg:; Provisioning will be effected as far as possible ]

~—From our own Germsn supplies. Nevertheless to ease the strain on
the reilway and transport routes assistance will be requested fron
the Bulgarian side, especially rations. According to the
information supplied to us by the Bulgarian General Staff this
assistance can only be provided within the scope of the "quotas",

. . ars 1. . c . ~1w
‘Boydeff: = To what extent will be Bulgarian State services (railways,
o 'tziagra.pha , etc.) be required for use by the German Armed Forces?
Iy berg: 4n allocation from these services will b? necessary
gz?’%?%%é extent that the Bulgarian economy can afford ite Tl?e
details about this will be laid down by the special commission
' which is already in Sofia, It is taken for granted that above
- 411 the railway network and rolling stock will be made aveilable

for the needs of the German Army.

: The isrmy High Gommand notes the cleim of the Bulgarian
General Staff that the Bulgarian railway system will need a

: tribution of some 100 locomotives and 1500 goods trucks to be

o sotiafy all the requirements of the Bulgarian ATWY,

ian economic system and the German irmy. The Army High

.4 will pass on these requests, but points out that engines

/and
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and goods trucks are in extremely short supply. All installations
and ma.l:la.gemen'b of the Bulgarian State railways, postal and telegraph
comnmunications are to remain in Bulgarian hands.

Boydeff: In what way will compensation be assured for desmaged to
Bulgarian private and state owned property caused either by
manoeuvres etc., of the German Armed Forces in Bulgaria, or by
measures adopted by the enemy?

Greiffenberg: The Army High Command is unable to answer that queifllon at
the moment. It will be passed on to the Supreme Comnand of the
German Armed Forces,

that their orders
the Military Boonockso
o ordered a long time
otherwise they

Boydeff: The Bulgarian Staff considers it essential
for war matcriel (details of which are known to
Department and the German Air Ministry) which wer
ago from Germany, should be speedily completed.
will not be able to render the promised assistances

German Military

. . . ; : : e .
Greiffenberg: According to information received from th will again be

Attaché deliveries are already under way, The matter
investigated from this end,
Boydeff: How is it intended to employ and reinforce the ]?Ulgari?_ﬁ the
after th® conclusion of the operations, "so that it will be
position to accomplish the new order in the Balkens?"
Greiffenberg: Thiz can not be foreseen at the moment and depends On
how the situation develops.

B, German questions and requests

Greiffenberg: When does the Bulgarian General Staff pelieve thab th:se
preparations will be sufTiciently advanced so that the German €1 i‘yo P
can take place at the most favourable moment from & militery Poin
view, quite independent of the political side and of Whethew the
German assembly in Rumenia has already been completed?

Boydeff: Not before the middle of March, Whether we can adhere t0 that

date depends on the arrival of deliveries from Germanye ’

Greifferberg: It is important that the chain of command in Bulgarisa i?:uld
be definitely settled. The German Supreme Command put forward
following point of view: duriung the entry, so long as there 1; no
military threat from neighbouring states, it is not necessary orthe
Bulgarian troops to be subordinate to the German Commande When .
German covering forces arrive on the Bulgo~Greek frontier it will be
necessary to place the Bulgarian forces there unier the German Command.
In the event of an attack by Turkey, it will be essential that the
Germen Commander—in-Chief should assume complete command of the German
and Bulgarian forces. At the same time Bulgarian interests in matters
relating to the defence of the country will be taken into CQnSlderatJ.-on.
Also when the German operations against Greece commence it is essential
that the German Commander has complete control over the German and
Bulgarian forces engaged. Thus units stationed on the Greek front
would come under the German High Command, while the Bulgarian forces on
the Turkish front wouid be subordinate to the Bulgarian High Command,

Boydeff: The representntives of the Bulgarian General Ste.ff'recognise the
necessity of a clearly defined chain of cormend on the lines ;uggested..
They are however not empowered to give definite consent on this point
but will refer the matter for consultation, The Bulgarian
representatives wigh to know what will be the spproximate strength
of the German force it is intended to serd. into Bulgaria. It will

/be
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be given out that the numerical and fighting strength of the German
units entering Bulgaria will be at the very least one and a half ‘times
that of the mobilised Bulgarian forces,

o | ’
S _Gﬁ_‘ia____f.'enbezg; The representatives of the German General Staff wish to
point out the special importance of precautions against sabotage ete, ’
during the ocourse of the operations.

Boydeff: The Bulgarian representatives state that measures in this
respect have already been taken and that they are prepared to cooperate
fully with the German authorities in this comneétion.

"

ke The répresentatives of the German General Staff request early and definite
information on the following points: .

(&) Wild the Bulgariens agree to the proposed chain of command?

(b) In what manner, in what strength and in what period of time Will
the Bulgarian forces intended for the defence of the country's
frontiers be deployed?

i

. The representatives of both General Staffs state that in addition

tf" the foregoing main questions, a great number of individual points

‘Were dealt with, on which in general both sides agreed, but also there
are still quite a mumber of further points which yet remain to be settleg
A0 spcodal discussions,

The representatives of the Bulgarian General Staff concluded by
declaring that they have no plenipotentiary powers, so that the
arrangements made here still require the approval of the Bulgarian
Government;,

- Berlin, 28 January- 19;3
. -chiet; of OKW Operations Steff
. To the Foreign Office,

- .for the attention of Anmbassador Ritter

" After discussion the Fushrer has today decided the following with regarg
to the military operations in the Balkans,.

The_ entry of the German troops into Bulgaria is to take place as late
ossible,  The moment will be determined by these factors:

i'vhe' bases. for the Luftwaffe in Bulgaria and air and coastal defence
. for Constanta, Varna and Burgas must be completed beforehand as
. unobtrusively das possible.

¢’ date for the commencement of the attack (ebout 1 April) must
‘be adhered to, .

efruption of the orossing, once it has ocommenced, by drift ice
on- the Damvbe shall be avoided.

t moment of the entry therefore cannot at present be
ut will 4n all Pré‘babj_]_ity not be before 20 February.

/30
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.. The Fue 3 i ‘
gufficient nﬁz also considers a mobilisation in Bulgaria inadvisable before
o ltenti rs of German troops have arrived there, since such a

8at10n probably cannot be concealed. ’

artilg.gz‘:'h:ng.tgziigaﬁgytii %u%gar ian flying formstions, anti-aireraft
as concealed a form ag POs:i'blz,Put on an operationsl basis beforehand in

. There i
grip a.rtitz ;sacgoa}lg_ngex-‘ any hurry to announce Bulgaria's joining the
 ger troops. this can be given out shortly before the entry ©

f the

The pri .
Bulgaria P:‘:O;‘eignclusn.on of a non-aggression pact betwecn Turkey and
and Bulga’ria. as between Jugoslavia on the one side and Germany
on the other is desired by the military.

sﬁ%;?:isgeit would very much ease the transport position if it were
gﬁro o Tugo lSP:_itch the supply transports (but no war equipment
goslavia after the entry into Bulgaria.

signed : Jodl

Fuchrer Headquarters,
31 January 1941

. 0n the basis of new decisions by the. FPuchrer the following oone into
orc urther preparations for operation Marita.

1, Provisional date of commencement of attack on Greece: beginning of Aprils

g;te Entry into Bulgaria is to take place as late as is compatible with this

Conditions for this entry are:

n C, Luftwaffe,

(a) sufficient air raid protection for Rumania by C. i
s at Present

relieving the bulk of the Army anti~-aircraft batterie
on those duties

% by the first of the

(v) defence of Constanta against sea attack at leas
rporation of the

forces provided for this purpose (urgent inco
coastal batteries into the transport schedule)

(Q) StO?ks of supplies for Fliegerkorps VIII in B‘llg&ria, (-about 2]-9 trains
Via Cernavoda) which is hereby D thorised and is to be carried

out with the greatest possible concealment.

rom the Bulgarian side are
k starts as late as possible.
the exact time).

3, Frep a.rationS.fOr bridge construction f
authorised. It is necessary that this wor
(oKH will shortly make an announcement concerning
n the southern bank those

4 From the commencement of these preparations o
a if necessary before

forces on the Dobruja ares must be reasdy to enter Bulgari
the main forces,

In conjunction with this C. in C. Luftwaffe is o prepare rapid
reinforcement of the anti-aircraft and fighter protection in Bulgaria
(especially important: Varna as port for 0il imports).

Code Word. for the corresponding decision by the Fuehrer: ‘'Heerstrasse’',

/5



2+ Bulgaria is 'to be requested at the General Staff talks Not to mobilise

:gog' the.éntl‘.v’ of the German troops. However the flying formations and
24T defence foroes camouflaged as much as possible should be made ready

bef°reh§'@ for operations,

The arrival ‘ i and B .
be expeds of the German coastal artillery for Varna urgas is to
pedited by a1l means possible,

6 In o ) ’
of mi_’_‘ Order to enswe the limitation of the theatre of war, the conclusion
will b::%::;flon pacts Bulgaria - Turkey and Germany, Bulgoria - Jugoslavia

The Jugoslay Tailweys will not at first be available for Geérman

“ransport (including supplies).

tafblemg; %gh Canmamis are requested to submit date for the revised time-
T 90 the basis of ‘these decisions by the Fuehrer.

emss?.Kng 15 requested at the same time to propose a date for the Danube
*h8 and to make periodical reports on the trend of the weather,

signed : Keitel
Chief of Staff, OKW

OKW Headquarters,
2 PFebruary 1941
Protocol

of the questions discussed betwecen the represcntatives of the
Royal Bulgarien Genersl Staff and of the German Supreme
Cormand « Field karshal List = in comnection with the
forthooming march of German troops through Bulgaria and

the.izf employment against Greece and possibly against Turkey,
should the latter join in the war.

Hi hThe representatives of both General Staffs have gone into the situation
(PRACH MAY. arise from the German troops marching through Bulgaria and are
agreed on th@-fOllbwing points:

1+ Both Goverrments have agreed that the Bulgarian Army will not take .any
tonaive action in the operations of the German troops against Gresce
LD " Turkey,: - It will Be strengthened so that it can safeguard the 'new

. order' in %he Balkar ) )

Until the arrival of Germen troops on the Bulgarian soush and south-
eastern frontiers the Bulgarisn Army will defend its own territory with
3t5_own troops alons, to begin with roughly on the lines of the
ollowing: at least six Bulgarian divisions on the Bulgo-Turkish
ontier, sufficient forees for frontier patrol on the Greek frontier,
a,;fﬁ._:.rej_nfomd__ frontier patrols on the Jugoslav frontier.

The Bulgarian Army will take over later similar defensive duties on
fronts where the German forces are not engaged in offensive action,

idation and deployment of these forces may begin at once under
e HoWeverPin order that these measures mey have the desired
deldveries for Bulgaria from Germany l'nust be completed

/The
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The German Supreme Commend will do everything possible so that the German

" troops appear in the shortest time in sufficient numbers on the Bulgo-

e

L.

Turkish and Bulgo~Greek frontiers,

To this end, right from the beginning, sufficient German forces = the -
especially armoured and motorised divisions - will be pushed forwerd in the
shortest possible time behind the Bulgarian troops guarding the frontiers.
This advance will commence with the deployment of the two armoured  ced
divisions already in the Dobruja, together with the armoured and motoris
divisions which are in Walachia, The other forces provided for the o
operation, that is to say further infantry and tank divisions, w:.llb nges.
behind, depending on the weather and on the condition of roads and brs

The Luftwaffe will be standing by on Rumsnien soil in suffw;enttsg;nzth»
from the moment the frontier is crossed or danger is imminent, or z« orossed,
request of the Bulgarian Supreme Command even before the front:-"e; m;y appear
in order to be able to combat effectively any hostile moves Wit
dangerous to the Bulgarian defences.

. . ia
The Luftwaffe will transfer its own formations to the PlovdZy :ngfs‘t);fxe
operational areas, commencing at the latest in the first fevw eB\\Ymder cOVET e
advance, The preparation of the airfields must begin st onc

; vent
German anti-aircraft artillery will be held ready so that ”‘Czhe o% it oan
of evident danger and at the request of the Bulgarian SUprer® - .-
move into Bulgaria even before the German troops cross the fror
The Bulgarian and German General Staffs will take all the neoe:xsnsartg‘e
measures to conceal the preperations for the operation and thus
the most favourable conditions for its exeoution,

The representatives of both General Staffs ‘consider” in mi
inform their Governments that it would be a good idea to béar aria's
the necessity for secrecy and surprise on the occasion of Bug

signing the Tripartite Pect, to ensurc the success of the milivery

operations,
and after
In order to safeguard Bulgaria from any possible enely, bef' owriell + ake
the commencement of the operation, the German Supreme Co
the following measures:
(2) Ageinst Turkey
Right from the start sufficient German forces, espe:i:iiy Turidish

armoured divisions, will be thrown forward agains o came time
frontier behind the Bulgerian defence front, At th

the German sir forces will stand ready for astion. .
i ains

If Turkey attacks Bulgaria during the course of the ?pergt_:;n ag
Greece, the Bulgarian Army will defend itself, assiste
sufficient German forces, The German Supreéme Co o back
immediately take all necessary steps to defeatb and thr ed
the Turkish army, using German troops, so that a prolonsa olies
defence by Bulgarian troops will be avoided, The same I;n
also for Greece should Greece attack Bulgaria during Germ

operations against Turkey.

(b) Against Greece

Advanced motorised detachments ere to be sent forward as gtui:he 88
possible towards the Greco-Bulgarian frontier, to suppo

Bulgerian frontier defences there,

/(o)
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(c) Ageinst Jugoslavia

Should Jugoslavia attack, then at once the right rearward
formations of the German infantry divisions would take over the
defences towards the west, and further German forces would also
come to grips with Jugoslavia from the other side. In this
connection it is assumed that the Bulgarian frontier guards on
the Bulgarian-Jugoslav frontier have also been reinforced,

(8) 'Against Russia
Sufficient German forces are standing by on the eastern frontiecrs
of Germany for any assignment, Furthermore, the German -
demonstration troops in Rumania are available, along With the
Rumanian army,

(¢) Ageinst landing attempts

The German forces are in a position to intervene at any time in
cooperation with the Luftwaffe to combat any landing on the
Black Sea coast. 1In addition the Supreme Commend of the List
Army will put forward suggestions to the appropriate German
naval authorities, to strengthen the defences of the ports of
Varne and Burgas in accordance with the already known Wishes of
the Bulgarian Supreme Command.

The Bulgarian Army for its part will also ensure the defences of pbotyh
these ports by preparing the necessary forces.

5. In order to avoid the bombing and destruction of the capital Sofia, the
German Supreme Command will not allow staffs and troops to remaln in
Sofia, neither will larger formations be permitted to march through Sofjga,

6, Supplies for the German troops during their march through Bulgaria
and their operation against Greece or Turkey will be made from German -
stooks. Hewever to ease the burden on the railway and transport routeg,
sssistance will be necessary from the Bulgarian side, especially as
regards rations. This agsistance will only be asked for within the
framswork of the "quotas", Details about the erection of the necessg

. depots, purchases, payment for labour, rent etc., as well as the contrg)
of imports and exports will be dealt with by a special commissiOnN,

Te It will be essential to appropriate the Bulgarian State services
(railwey, postal, eto.) for Gefman military purposes, to the limit of
Bulgerian economy. Details as regards this \fl:.ll be arranged by the

'+ aspecial commission already in Sofia. It is assumed that the riilwa‘y

‘.. system especially and rolling stock will be made ready to meet : e

requirements of the German army. For this lt.ls negessary that the

. Bulgarian railways receive an a.dditional_contr:.butiop of some 120 .

-+ locomotives, 1500 goods trucks and material for 30 kilometres © line, jn
order to fulfil all the demands of the Bulgarian army, economiC sSystem
and the German army. Management and admi!_llstra‘plon of the.BU-’léDI‘um
. 8tate railway, postal and telegraphic services wWill remain in Blﬂ.garim
hands, Transport requirements for the German ammy will be organiseq
‘through the Bulgarian General Staff, Deteils about the rallgo‘{,
postal and telegraphic services Wwill be discussed and arranged by &

" bpeoinsl commission.

; to Bulgarian privately o¥ned
8. fThe guestion of compensation for damage D
ard stgte—uwmd' property caused by manoeuvres etc, of the Gegmzﬁr ﬁ!‘mgd
Forces in ‘Bulgaria, or caused by enemy action will be decide ug
tual diplomatic negotiationa.

5. Logal matters end queations will be sebtled, according to the Fules
of international lew, by & spocial commission.

10, The activities of the defence services of the German and Bulgaw en
Genoral Staffs have .crsody Tea a loil dowd a special cormakos e
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1l. I% has not yet been possible to decide finally the question of the
chain of command in Bulgaria, The German Supreme Command will revert
to this question again as soon as possible,

12, The Bulgarian Supreme Command will take steps to safeguard the progress
of the German operation against sabotage and so on, :

13, Any questions which may arise later will be dealt with at further talks.

14, The terms laid down in the foregoing protocol, as far as they concern
gg.{ltlcal issues, will only come into force after receiving the approval of

In order that the final preparations for the deployment can be carri?d

out on the Bulgarian side in good time, it is essential that the Bulgarian

?3’33?1 Staff be notified 10 days prior to the German crossing of the
Nniler.

Fuehrer Headquarters,
10 February 1941
Conference with representatives of the Bulgarien
on 10 February 1941

I. The mobilisation and deploy@g&tﬁfj—u}éﬁm‘ei

General Staff

Protocol
. . . . al Of the
ia i or ovn territory until the arrive c
Bulgaria is herself to protectnhthe WD bs where no aptack i eing ade

German forces and also later ©
To begin with:

sinst — diw'risions.

ﬁaiﬁit g‘iﬁﬁi’é ;'iﬁ Jugoslavia adequate frontier patrolse

Bulgaria assures us that mobilisation and deployment of thes

begin at once.

o forees c&°

The legation at Sofia reported on 1 Februaxry that Bulgaria had a.l!‘ea.dy

ordered mobilisation on 6 February, but is nevertheless willing toas
execute these already slackened OT interrupted final preparations

provided in the protocol at ten days' notice,

~

Points for discussion

roops would mean giving the enenyy s
Therefore the necessary preparations &re

For the purpose of the surprise €
the German entry, the more comp

1., Considersble movements of t to

Turkey, premature warning.
be made at the last minute.

less that Bulgaria does before a
o pant arriving armoured divisions and the Luftwaffe be able to hol

Turkey in cheeck, So no mo'bilj_sa_‘tion until the entry and then With all
speed (also in the gecond protocol ten days' notice to the Bulgarian
Government is expressly laid down) »
2, What is the position as regards operational readiness of the Bulgarian
Air Force and the Bulgarian ARP S€
ns which have-been requested for the

3, German deliveries of weapo :
nonilisation will come too lata OWing to present transport diffioulties.
/11,
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II. Tripartite Pact;
Protocol

Bulgaria and Germeny consider it edvisable to synchronise the signing
with the commencement of the operations,

Point for discussion (with Foreign Section)

The best thing for us would be carte blanche to announce participation

et the commencement of the entry. Should non-aggression pacts with Turkey
and Jugoslavia not be concluded by that time, it would appear to be a

good idea to offer these at the seme time, ‘

I1I. Defence of Bulgaria by us

Protocol

1., (a) Ageinst Bulgaria's neighbours: arranged and’'in order, The
legation in Sofia reports however on 7 February that the
_Bulgarians in Predeal have not learned the strength of the
Germsn forces and would like to know,

(b) Ageinst landings: Agreement that the German troops and Luftwaffe
are the best protection. Coastal batteries for Varna and
Burgas ars to be pluced, but will hardly be ready before the

middle of March,

(¢) Against air raids: Agresment about German anti-sircraf't forces
marching in quickly vith the spearhead of the entering forces,
readiness of the German flying formations in Rumania, preliminary

preparations in Bulgaria.

New: .lthough prepared on the spot, anti-aircraft is to be
transferred to Bulgaria in certain circumstences before the army
troops (Panzer Divisic: Dobruja). In this connection the
legation in Sofia reports on 7 February that the Bulgar}ans

are worried that the German preparations in Bulgaria, Y‘m.thout
providing at the same {ime anti~aircraft protection, might
offer en ‘invitatien' to the enemy.

2, It is agreed to leave Sofia free of German troops.

3, The supply question, ineluding Bulgarian assistance as regards rations,
in settled,

etc, , (which remain in

. The use; of railw vices "
b ay and postal ser 3 Further details will be

Bulgarian hands) fundamentally recognised. ‘
arranged by the special commigsion at presex?t in Bulgaria. The

. letter will also confirm that Bulgaria reguires no German railway
. materiel for the only railway line required ‘?y us at the momel?t,tha‘b
via Cernavoda, and that therefore the necessity for German railway
material laid down in the protocol is not Pressing,

Compensation by Germany.

Derence measures deeided.,

Pinta for disoussion

/ith Dulgaria: assurance that Pulgeris is Tully defended and that theix
n armed forces will not be required for German offensive operationss
LG in the position as pegards ':}pemtionz-.l recidinzss of the Air Fordts
ti<iircraft and Coastal Defence? lmportance of Varnal /with
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with General Paulus: Remind him that bridging preparations on the
Bulgerian bank are to be notified several days beforehand through OKH.
(Foreign Office to be notified by Foreign Section.) '

IV, Chain of Command

Protocol

Not yet conclusively determined.

Point for discussion (first «f all with General Paulus):
The following may be a soluion:

| Supreme Commander of the whole area Field Marshal List.
Command on the Greek frontier; from the time of the arriv .
of the first German troops, in German hands, since although O bog
Wwith only weak forces will be employed, preparations for the attaok
begin at once,

Command on the Jugoslav frontier: remains in Bulgarian
Command on the Turkish frontier: remains in Bulgarian h
as f,here is no fear of an attack by Turkey. If such an
definitely indicated or expected, the Bulgarian covering forces S
be subordinated to us (to be decided by Field Marshal List)e

ha.nds.
ands so long

ttack is
5 hould

The position of King Boris has also to be discussed with the Armed
| . Forces Propaganda Department.
| OKW Headquarters,
| 11 February 1941
To the Chief of the Military Mission in Rumania
The Foreign Office advices as “ollows: "The Bulgarian Ambassador on &
vigit to the Reich Foreign ifinister on 8 February alleged among Otheri tghlngs
the following: The German military personnel who at present are cO o:er
the Bulgerian frontier with special permission often do not pay sufficien

attention to the need for disguising their activities both from foreign &Y s
end also from the Bulgarion population. The German military personnelffaxiceer
o

making t00 open an appearance. For example, a few days ago a German

in uniform came to the Bulgarian commander of a frontier post and told him thf:‘t
he hed 0 travel further inland along this road with his companions in order %o
Bulgarian

recommoitre this road for large transport vehicles, about which the
officer concerned had naturally not been instructed.

The Bulgarian Government requests that German military persormel be again
instructed to pay special attention during this preparatory stage to the fact
¥hat the Bulgarian populace and also the other Bulgarian army units have not
yet been informed and furthermore are not to be informed,"

You are requested to pass this on to the psople concerned.

| Fuehrer Headquarters,
13 February 1941
Defence measures in Bulgaria : Supplement to Directive No. 20

1, 1l2th Army Commend will teke all the necessary measures for defensive
protection in Bulgaria (later in Greece as well) in close cooperation with

/the
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the Bulgarian War Office, The Bulgarian War Office has been directed to
impart. $o the Army Command all information about the enemy received through
Greece, Turkey, Jugoslevia and south-west Russia and also internal political
information about Bulgaria and any such information picked up by the Bulgarian
General Steff, The Bulgarian War Office will appoint a liaison officer to
the Army Command for this purpose.

2. Any necessary measures for protection against sabotage in Bulgaria will
be taken by the 12th Army Command in agreement with the Bulgarian General
Staff. Por this protection against sabotage one company of the Brandenburg
Regiment 800 (instructional regiment on special duties) will be placed at
the disposal of the 12th Army Command., An advanced detachment of this
company will be attached to the Bulgarian General Staff well before the
Danube crossing, The move of the company proper will follow a few days
before the Danube crossing.

3. » 12th Army Commend is to carry out the following measures to control
movemenits of persons and information.,

(a) Agreements are to.be made immediately with the Bulgarian Government
to bring the system of marks and endorsements for journeys into
and out of Bulgaria into line with the German system of controls,

(b) The Bulgarian Government is to arrange.that when the German troops
begin to cross the Danube a stoppage or at least a considerable
restriction of the possage of persons and information acrossg

the Bulgarian frontiers is imposed,

The negotiations with the Bulgarian Government will be carried oyt
by the 12th Army Command, The Security Control Office in
Rumania (Bucharest) will be available to give advice on questiong
of technicael detail of the marks and endorsements as well as opn
the blockade or restriction of the movement of persons and
information across the rrontiers; +this office will when
necessary seek decisions from the OKW Foreign Security

Department., :

_ L. ' The Military Legal Regulations for Bulgaria will be in force to covepr
o tréatment of espionage and suchlike cases,

. 5. A gecurity detachment will be subordinated to the 12th Army Comnand
by the Foreign Seourity Department to secure important defence material
" 'in Greece. The Foreign Security Department will issue in detail the
¢ 'nécessary direotions for the tasks,

Fuehrer Headquarterg,

14 February L1941

it

ster, has decided:

'I}fteré aye no further objections to the Bulgarian mobilisation. It

. 2] February - commencement of bridge construction over the Danube,
Hé some time entry of the Dobruja force and of the rlak batteries
of ‘Pliegsrkorps VIII detailed for the protection of Sofia and of the
pottay, . It must be ensured that the bullding of bridges over the

an bo postponed at ghort notice (24 hours) before this date,
/2
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24 February - crossing over the Danube,

3. For political reasons the Dobruje force may not for the time being cross
south of the line Turnovo-on-the-Maritsa - Yembol - Burgas.

L, The Bulgarian War Minister and the King are to be informed that the
strength of the German troops being provided for Bulgaria emounts %o

680,000 men, but that this deployment can be further increased from
inexhaustible reserves so that we are equal to any political and military
development in the Balkans,

5. ' The Fuehrer again pointed out the great importance of giving suff :.L;"grll:k
protection to the Rumanian oilfields, which ore vital to us, and thab =2 "o,
batteries provided for that purpose are sent to Bulgarie they must be TeP

6 If at all possiblé German and Bulgarien anti-aircreft defences 1in
Bulgarie are to be kept separate and not mixed togethers

7. If, contrary to expectations, Turkey should open hos
Bulgaria on the entry of the Germa’.n troo%s s L. .&ufmarschstﬂf?el mrzgethat
2nd Penzer Division are to be switched sgainst this, end it 18 destld be made,
en early change~over to an attack in the direction of Istanibul sho
with the Bulgarians of course participating.

. ‘ . 4 time-
8, €. in C. Army is requested to make out as soon as Poss’lb:.l'e 2 g;i:ions.
teble which will set as a guide for the Fuehrer's final Politlcal when
it the same time an announcement should be made of the latest date
bridge-building can still if necessary be held up.

Fuehrer Headquarterss
15 February 1941

1. (Norway and the West)

2, (Mediterranean theatre)

3. Operation "Alpenveilchen"

. time
Since the Italian front in Albania has been consolidated i1 t{;‘; dmz;'f’ ’

and since reports indicate that no decisive successes can be expect be held

Albania during this season even with German troops, forces need no

in reediness for this operation.

ks Operation "Barbarossa" (Russia)

OKW will set this time — which should be as late as possible —_gor
making cormection with Sweden, Finland, Hungary, Slovakia and Rumanif.

: i i t
The High Commands are requested to report their wishes in this respec

o OKW. (OKH has alreedy done s0).
4 that it is best to

Before this time only General Antonescu may be tol 1
reinforce the forces in Moldavis. Rumania will be informed of our plans
later by the Chief of the Armed Forces Mission in a special notice from

ORV,
signed : Keitel

Chief of Staff, OKW

/Fuehrer



Fuehrer Headquarters,
15 February 1941

Re: Eéta’blishmenf of coordinated defence of the Rumanian
and Bulgarian Black Sea coasts

l. The German Navy is despatching a Naval Mission to Rumania on the lines

of the Arny and Luftwaffe Missions to Rumania, On the swface this Mission
is supposed to have the task of guiding a friendly Rumania in the organisation
and training of her Navy and coastal defences.

2. The real tasks arve:

(8) To protect the Rumanian coast, especially the naval harbour at
Constanta, against seizure by a third power from the sea.

(b) To direot the Rumanian Navy and coastal defences accopding to
German interests and to assist in every way in carrying out
gsuch tasks, '

(o). After the entry of the German troops into Bulgaria, to guarantee
the coordination of the defences of the Rumano-Bulgarian Blagk
Sea coast against attacks from a third power,

As far as owr troops end the Rumsnians are concerned these tasks cen be
openly carried out,

5+  The German and Rumanian forces employed on coastal defence duties
Will be suberdinate to the Naval Mission. '

*As long as batteries of the Army or Luftwaffe are or become employed jp
Bumanda on temporary coastal defence against sea objectives they Will algg
be gubordinate to the Naval Mission.

k.  In Bulgaria coastal defence will remain in Bulgarian hends. Liaison

officers are to be placed at the disposal of the Bulgarian High Commend to
. give advice to the Bulgarians and to coordinate the defence system on the
. lumano=Bulgerian Black. Sea coast.

5¢  The list of service regulations issued to the Commander—in-Chief of gpq
army and Luftweffe in Rumania applies equally to the German Naval Mission
in Rumenis.,

signed : Keitel
Chief of Staff, OKw

Fuehrer Headquerterg
16 February 1941

The Forelgn Office edvises on 16 February at 1400 hours:

The £ ; : : the German

The following telegraphic report has been receiv.ed. f.‘r?m

ation in Sofla, in which opinions are expressed on individual points rajg.y
Y General von Greiffenberg in his report to OKH dated 15 Februarye

NERE L fore
Bulgaria requests that the operation does not commence be
rye  In any osse the entE; ‘of the Dobruja group before this date

uge confusion in the Bulgarien -aeploymen‘bc Is it necessaxy,s
: ulgorian-Turkish agreemgnt is imminent, to send the Dobruja group
~into Bulgaria before the crossing of the Danube takes place? /Speaiad

B AO2ES /TR 9/ 1,5/ 5
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Special cere must be taken here if, on the first news that German tank
formations are advancing in the direction of the Turkish frontier, incidents
should occur through nervousness on the part of Turkey. '

2, Agreement satisfactory to both sides reached on the matter of command.
3, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Prime Minister about &
proclamation by the Bulgarian Government or the King to the Bulgarian peoplo.
His and General von Greiffenberg's opinion is that there should only be &
proclamation from the Bulgarian side, and not from the German Commander-in-=
Chief. Please give a directive in case you have special wishes as to the
contents of the proclamation or have other views on it.

4, Leave the question as to whether and when disguised anti-aircral’t wiits
are sent to Bulgaria for now imminent agrcement between the German and tive
Bulgerian military authogities. If any other opinion, I request a directlvee
5, Regarding the question whether mincs are to be laid off Varn® and Bufc.g:s ’
I have requested, in view of possible repercussions on Russio, that I or
Foreign Office be consulted before any decision is mode. ’

signed : Richthofen"

The following directive has been sent concerning section 3 of the

Legation's telegrophed report:

2Tt goes without saying that the proclamation must not be issued by the
Germen Commander-—in~Chief but from the Bulgarian side. The minister for
Foreign Affairs urgently requests that you ask the Bulgarian covernment fo
inform US in good time of the text of the proclamation so that if necessary
the Foreign Minister can still moke suggestions,"

As regards section 5 of the Legation's telegraphed report, about >
mine-laying off Varna snd Burges, I would be obliged if the Forcisn office
could have the opportunity to comment on this point before a de

takene

cision is

signed : Ritter

Fuehrer Hecadquerters,

19 February 1941
On 18 February the Fushrer made the following decisions regarding
execution of operation "iarita:

1. The following dutes are envisaged:

beginning of pontoon-building: 28 February

erossing of Danube: 2 March
rhe final order for carrying out the operation will e given on 26 February
at the latest.

jded on 26 February at the latest whether XIV Army Corps

It will be dec
jons arc begun or

will march into Bulgaria when bridge-building operat
vhether only enti-aircraft forces will be moved in.

2, It is for. the Bulgarians alone to decide if and when to lay mines off -
Varna and Burges.
/3e
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3, If air attacks are carried out against Bulgaria and Rumania from Greek
territoxy, Fliegerkorps X too has freedom of action in operations against
Greek territory,

for Chief of Staff, OKW

signed : Werlimont

Berlin,
19 February 1941

‘To: OKW ‘@p‘eraﬁ‘ions Staff;

Aruy General Staff - Operations depertment;
Luftwaffe General Staff (Air Operations Staff);
Chief of the German Militery Mission to Rumania,

I. The following Commands will be set up by the Navy in the Balkan theatre fop

Operation "Marita™:

1, Neval C. in O, Balkans (to be known for the present as Admiral Z),
officer not yet appointed, :

Duby: Sefeguarding naval interests in the Balkans and
.  ocooperation with the other brenches of the Armed Forces

(especially with List's Army Group) «

Later cooperation with the Italisn Navy in questions of
coeatal defence and naval tasks.

He is immediately subordinete to the Operations Division,
Navy.

Looation: Bucharest to begin with, later Sofia or Athens, to be
in the neighbourhood of List's Army Group.

II. Subordinate to Admiral Balkans will be:

2, Naval O, in C, Rumania (present neme: Admiral B) , who as far as
Rumenia is concerned will be known to begin with as:
"Commender of the Navel Mission to Rumania": Rear Admiral
Fleischer.

Duty: (a) Oommand of all the German and Rumanian units
defending the Rumanian coast. To him is
subordinated Artillery Commander in the Constanta
sector for the concentration of all the coastal

artillery protecting Constanta,
(b) Goordination of Rumenian naval operations.
(o) Liaison with the Chief of the German Military
L ‘ Mission to Rumania and the other two branches
i of the Armed Forces in Rumania,
Location: Bucharest,

iy

’ ‘Nfaval Lisdson Staff, Bulgaria (present name: Naval Lieison
Staff K): Captein Wesemann.

' | Duty: Representation of German navel interests in Bulgaria,
coordination of measures of the Bulgarian Navy for naval

/operations




operations and coastal defence, Liaison with the other
two branches of the German Armed Forces in Bulgaria.

Location: Sofia.

Ls Naval C, in C, Greece (present name: Admiral A) , Rear Admiral
von Stosch, ‘

attack on Greece in

tile action by sea, as

ant Greek ports. At

th the 12th Army Comman@,
jons operating against
safeguarding naval

1 defences in GreecCs

Duty: Support for the army during the
matters of warfare in the case of hos
well as occupation of the most import
the same time closest cooperation Wi
liaison with the Arny and Luftwaffec format

. Greece. After Greece has been occupied,
interests in Greece. Erection of coesta

Location: To begin with at 12th Lrmy Headquarters, later in Athens.

III. Subordinate to the Naval C. in C. Greecc will be:
ommanders

5. 3 Sea Defence Commandcrs (present names: Sca pefence C

L, M, N)
. : lonica
Duty: To take over the most important ports, to b‘;gézfzizgs?a For ’
Volos and Piraeus and to set up the first coasta 11 be made

this purpose a total of L batteries of artillery i still
available to man any Greek coastal batteries which are
servicesble,

IV, These intonded staffs will be appointed in the home country and will
ske over their appropriate duties at the right moment.

Please inform the Army and Luftwaffc Commands with which t in
units will be cooperating. The individual Naval Staffs Will E°7 .0
direct touch with the appropriate Commands of the srmy and L’ilftw
about further details (e.g. regarding seconding of naval of ficers &n
men to individual bodies of troops for the period of the operations
8gainst Greece, and to take over the ports, etc.)

signed : Schniewind

Fuehrer Headquarters 3
20 Febyuary 1541
Re: Protection of Constanta and of the oilfields

1, The respongibility of the Chief of the Military Mission for the task
of protecting the Rumanian oilfield district and protecting the oil
installa?lons in Constanta extends to arranging the necessary cooperation
of the different German Service Missions and military commands between
themselves and with the Rumanian Armed Forces, :

The Chiefy of the Service Missions will bear individual respomﬁbi]'j"t"-y
por the duties falling in their sphere of work and will issue individually
the ne0essary commends and instructions for these duties in accordance with
directions received from their Commanders-in-Chief.

The same applies to the military commands in Rumania.

3, In no circumstances may the German troops be tactically subordinated
to the Rumanian commend. ® v
/The



-48—

The Chief of the Military Mission in conjunction with the other Chiefs
of Missions is to issue orders to secure tactical cooperation with the
Rumanian commands,.

It will be the duty of the Chiefs of the Service Missions to give any
further necessary orders or directions for local and operational cooperation
with the Rumanian commands.

4. Decisiong sbout questions of competence are to be mede by the Chief of
the Military Mission having regard to the priority of German interests

signed : Keitel

Chief of Staff, OKW

OKH Headquarters,
20 February 1941
‘To: OKW Operations Staff

ORH encloses herewith a study for an attack against Turkey in Europe :
this study may form a basis for political decisions and the evaluation of
contemporary relations. In this study only irmy considerations are dealt
with; requirements by the Luftwaffe need a special examination,

The political decision will depend on whether the attack against Turkey
is carried out only when the operation against Greece has ended and the
ragultant regrouping has been effected, or whether it is to %take place
simultaneously s in which case the attack on Greek Maccdonia must be -

- regtricted in forces and objectives, :

A decision of the political commend - on the assumption that entry
into Bulgaria commences on 2 March - must be made

(1) 4in Plan A (simultaneous attack against Turkey and Greece with
' Yestriction of the objective as regards the latter) at the latest on _
7 March (2 days before the date for switching the 5th Mountain Division);

(i1) in Plan B (attack against Turkey after reaching full objectiveg
in Greek Macedonia and after the resultant regrouping) at the latest on

10 April (4 days before the scheduled close of operations agoinst Greece) ,

» OKH suggests the adoption of Plan B, since only this plan would make
~ 4% possible to eliminate the British from the Macedonian area and enable

N -Salonica to be meized.

In both cases Operation Barbarossa cannot be carried out on the

o _;s'gﬁedﬁled date,

signed : Halder

e -_-'-gjippi.éﬁ"*?nt 1., Operational objectives for an attack against Turkey in EWQEQ

g G up As (10 formations, including 3 fast-moving divisions):

Thrust along the road Edirme - Luleburgas - Corlu on Istenbul
... . with the object of destroying the Turkish forces and gaining
7 ‘bridgeheads on the eastern bank of the Bosphorus at the north-~west
" of Iatanbul,

/Group B.
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Group Bs (7 formations, including 1 armoured division):

Thrust through the Turl-ish fortifications on each side of
Kirk Kilisse (Kirklareli) with the object first of all

of rapidly gaining the area around Saray and destroying the
Turkish forces at Kirk Kilissa and east of it,

Group Co (4% formations, including 2 fast-moving formstions):

Support for the breakthrough of the main forces by .
enveloping the first Turkish defence line through Demotike
(Dhidhimotikhon) with the task of reaching Rodosto (Telkirdag) in
garly and forming a protection for the sowthern flank of the m&
orces,

Supplement 2, Comparison of forces and time requirements

1, Forces required

(8) for Plan A (simultencous attack sgainst Turkey end Greece) the
operation will require:

against Turkev

German formations : 5% motorised and 9 infantry fomat;ogﬁsion

Bulgerian formations: 6 infantry divisions and 1 cavelT,
Total: 21} formations, 6% of them fast-moving

against Greece

Germsn formations : 3 infantry formestions and 1 regime n¥
Bulgarian formations: 3 infantry formations

Total: 6% formations

The weak forces employed ageinst Greece compel a limiting of the
operational objcctive seto%renm).ciation of Selonica)e

(b) for Plan B (attack against Turkey after conclusion of the operation
against Greece) to begin with it is planned to have:

for the covering group. against Turkey

German formations : 2% motorised formations and 6 infantry
formations

Bulgarian formations: 6 infantry divisions and 1 cavelry
division

for the attack on Gr¢ :ce

German formations : 3 motorised and 6 infaentry formations
plus’ one regiment

for the regrouping for the attack on Turkey the ocovering Group
ZTurkeyi will be reinforoed by

formations of the group used to attack Greeoce: 3 motorised
formations (including 1 armoured division which will be withdrawn
from the instructional troops in Rumenia) and 3 infantry divisions
1 armoured division, 3 infantry divisions and 3 Bulgarian
divisions would remuin in Mecedoniae

/The
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The force for the attack on Turkey is of the éame strength in either
Plan A or B i.e.,

5% motorised formations and 9 infantry formations, together with

6 Bulgarian infantry divisions and 1 Bulgerian cavelry division,
making a total of 21% formations, 6% of them fast-moving,

2,  Qomparison of Forces

(a) for the attack on the Turkish front a tobal of 21} German/Bulgarian
major formations are opposed to 30 Turkish formations.

(v) for the attack on the Greek front

in Plan A: 6 German/Bulgarian formations are opposed to 4 Greek
formations,

in Plan B: 12 German/Bulgerian formations are opposed to &4 Greek
formations,

5, Time caloulations

‘The fime required is calculated on the assumption that the entry of
the Dobruja group into Bulgaria and the Building of the pontoon bridges
over the Damibe takes place on 28 February, with the Danube crossing on

In Plan A the simulteneous attack on Greece and Turkey can begin on
L1 April, .

~ In Plan B the conclusion of the operation against Greece, if the attagy
atarts on 1 April, is taken as on 14 April. The agsembly of the covering
force for Turkey is finished on 13 April,

From 15 April commences regrouping for the reinforcement of the
-govering force for Turkey by > motorised formations and 3 infantry divisions
(see seotion 1(b)), from 16 April the formations of the covering group are
brought up to the Turkish frontier and preparations for the attack are
_conclwded, ‘This movement can be completed by 21 April.

An attack on Turkey is therefore possible any time from 21 April,
4. The tims lag in Plan B for the attack on Turkey amounts to 11 days,
The drawback in this time lag is offset.by the military adventage

.of a satisfactory conclusion of the Greek operation (occupation of
. Salonioa and the effect on the general situation in the southw-east).

G.H.Q. Fliegerkorps VIIT

2, Pebruary 1941
“Po: ‘Luftwaffe Operations Staff

Approciation of the position for the edvance against Greece

Is Ground position

Aocording to the latest information in Macedonia 4 Greek infantry
divisions = 3 active, 1 reserve division - are to be assumed behind

: i; over and above this the presence of 2 reserve
igions in the area to the west of Salonica is to be reckoned with,
’cording to the development of the situation further forces could

/be
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be transferred to Macedonia from Albania, where there are about 15 Greek
infantry divisions. :

There is also the possibility of the arrival of the 2 British
divisions which are standing ready in Egypt aweiting transport, as well
as of the 2 or 3 British divisions which left Britain at the beginning
of' February for a destination in the liddle Eost,

So one must reckon with the appearance in Macedonia of 6 to 8
battalions of frontier guards as well as of about 8 divisions, of which
the Greek divisions at any rate will be inferior in symament, Only the
British divisions, if they appear in Macedonia -~ when they would be
employed against the part of the 12th Army attacking from the mountains
will represent an opponent worthy of notice,

To oppose this possible hostile array the 12th Army Will deploy as 2
front line two mountain divisions through the Pass of Petrich (main poin
of attack here) as well as one infantry division through each of the
Nevrokop, Smolyan and Liomchilgrad valleys, so that when the petrich Pz’iz :
hes been cleared an advance with 2 armoured divisions can be made in
general direction of Edessa., Further forces will be moved uP later.

The nature of the forces employed on both sides in the first phas®
of the attack - forcing a way out of the mountains - makes for a‘rol
equality of numerical strength provided there is no merked numerica
inferiority on the attacking side,

gion of the
Deeply clef‘t
nly wide

The unfavourable nature of the terrain encountered by
on emerging from the mountains is increased by the configura
country in the area north of the frontier crossing places.
valleys with roads in bad condition, and to a large extent © it
enough for a single line of traffic, offer targets for the enemy at time
forces. A few enemy bombers attacking here can hold up for & 101?% is
the advance of the rear elements, Owing to the rosd conditions *
not everywhere possible to bring up anti-sircraft artillery for the
p_-mﬂl;ect:i.on of this easily threatened road,

’ . . he

The position with regard to terrain forces us to recognisé gh:ztli a
divisions of the 12th Army employed in the forward line are face ucceed
gtiff task in the first phase of the attack, The quicker they sriority
in gaining space to deploy their forces, the sooner will the SUP®
of the German weapons make itself felt, All means are to be ¢ the

goncentrated on achieving this end, During this first phase O% ' . 55
attack the forces of Fliegerkorps VIII are to abandon all other °
order to attain this objective,
Adr situation
ted

hccording to the latest information the following is to be eXpecC
at the worst:

1, Bombers
30 Greek bombers

100 British bombers in Greece
130 bombers

The possibility of the transfer to this theatre of about 60 British
bonibers from Egypt must also be considercd.
report from the Luftwaffe Operations Staff, no more aircreft of the 250
pritish bombers based there are considered to bé operational, Even if
the appearance of Turkish airoraft is improbable, the potential value of
these must not be overlooked; this could be a matter of about 120 first
and second class bombers.

/2
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‘first phese of the attack, to carry out t

-objectives, sea targeta, enenmy air forece, nztz. » would 1 o
' of the primary purpose - helping the grou roops forward.

. attackdng these targeta, as far es indirect support for the army is
" conoerned, only 1 bomber Gruppe of Ju 88s is aveilable, The vest
_extent of the erea from the Bosphorus b
" ihese tergets Tx.[ng lie ,fma.ke it
.. Fliegerkorps VIII, as far as long—r ) :
- '3't%te§veak t?attml’c such targets, and this might possibly have
docigive effects on the course of the land cempaign,
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2, Pighters

No Greek fighters

50 British fighters in Greece

90 British fighters from Egypt
60 British fighters from aircraft carriers
200 fighter airoraft : :

© Avd in eddition bo this total a possible 120 Turicish fighters, lst
and 2nd class, ?
~ Te Qrpose these enemy forces Fliegerkorps VIII has 153 bombers
(39 Ju 88, 114 Ju 87) and 121 fighters (83 Me 109, 38 Me 110).

If the farees of Fliegerkorps X as well as units of the Italian

Air Force, whose strength is unknown to us here, are considered as
available for operations against Greece, then conditions for Fliegerkorps
VIIT would be proportionately more favourable.
The task laid down for Fliegerkorps VIII are;
1. The advance to the Greco-Bulgarian frontier as well as the
operation in Greece is to be protected as far as is reasonably Possible
by the fighter forces of Fliegerkorps VIII. :

2, The advance of the 12th Army is to be supported in all sectors by

_ direot intervention in the ground campaign.

3. The Greso-British air force as well &s naval units affecting the
operations of the army are to be eliminated by attacks on the coastal
bases end the navel units, .

To discharge these duties the forces mentioned above are at the
disposal of Fliegerkorps VIII, The veriety of the tosks and their
relation to the strength of the Fliegerkorps compels a concentration
of our forces for the different tasks according to the requirements
of the situation, with the kmowledge that other apparently important
Kinds of targets must at the same time take secord place, Direct op
indirect support fOr the attacking army Will be determined according

%o the kind of target selected.

gince it is essential that all meens should be employed to help

the advence of the attacking elements of the army over diffioulttoountw'

the full strength of the Stuka Geschwader will be needed during the
ret pt is task in the main battle

part of this Geschwader were detached to attack other

area, If
abge it would lead %o neglecgy

o the Peloponnese, in which

s it olear that the forces of
e bombers are concerned, are

- ghould ensmy fighters put in an appearance.it would not be
iible to send the dive-bombers imto action without fighter
tostion, On the appearance of hostile fighter aircraft the
\6 fighter foroes would therefore have to be principally
ved for these protective duties. othexwise they are also to
i the ground campaign, In accordance with the directive
o, Luftwaffe, cover duties for the ariy can only be .
fyithin the bounds of possibility"s
/Should
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Should the enemy make air attacks on Rumanian or Bulgarian territory
from the moment that the entry into Bulgaria commences, then
Fliegerkorps VIII has to carry on air warfare until the deployment of the
army is completed - that is, about 35 days - before it starts its chief
task, which is cooperation with the army., .iny losses and casualties
during this time will result in the Fliegerkorps no longer having its .
full fighting strength available when the army commences the attack "
being able to carry out only with weakened formations the concentra?en
air attacks which are so vital in the early phase of the land campaiglle

signed : Richthofen
G.0.C. Fliegerkorps VIII

G.H.Q. Fliegerkorps VIII .
24 February 1941

Proposals for carrying out the operations

I, Tasks assigned to Fliegerkorps VIII

. . rs b
(s) The advance of the 12th Army is to be supported in all sectors o7
direct intervention in the ground cempaign.
. s e
(b) The Greco-British air force as well as naval units af‘fectlrr:gc:{:stal
operations of the army are to be eliminated by attacks ©
bases and the naval units, ’
3 eize
(c) Preparations are to be made to support an airborne landing to s
British bases in the Greek islands (Lemnos)e

11, FPlans of the 12th Army Command

. . ig w MOVE
The l2th Army will - starting on .~day-2 from the Dobrua:o complete

through Bulgaria towards the south with several task forces, r
the advance to the southern Bulgarian frontier about a month lateTs

arian
In this connection Panzer Group 1 will stand by behind the Bulg
frontier defences along the Turkish frontier until A-day+2i

inst
(a) to cover the advance of the following elements of the army agalins
: moves from Turkey;

h
(b) to go over at once to the counter-attack in the event of a Turkis

a‘btaok.
: N . D.
The bulk of the infantry divisions will be brought up into the assembly
area on the Bulgarian-Greek frontier, After the position has b?:ﬁ she
wi

clarified on the Turkish frontier, Panzer Group 1 will join up
main body behind the right wing in the area south of Sofie.

On X-Day the 12th irmy will set out from this second assembly area on &
pbroad front towards the south so as to attack with a strong right wing
in the direction of Edhessa and Veroia,

II]‘... operations by Fliegerkorps VIII during the advance into and through
~ Bulgaria (Ist Phase)

After the southern Rumanien frontier has been crossed attacks by
the Greco-British air force on Bulgarian territory to interrupt the German

/deployment
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deployment and to terrorise the population have to be taken into
congideration, as well as a possible move of the Turkish forces from Thrace
against the Burgas - Stera Zagora line; even if the latter is

improbable, it may still not be disregarded. An advance by the Greeks

is not expected, :

1. Operation of the defence forces

" The expected attacks by hostile air forces necessitate the early
deployment of the defence units in Bulgaria.

The organisation of Fliegerkorps VIII in Rumania has therefore been
50 arranged that by Qhrowing forward from the Dobruja the units
necessary for defence (advance Staffel), anti-aircraft and fighter
forcea cen be quickly installed in Bulgaria., Since the advance frop
the Dobruja area is to take place two days, or according to earlier
orders three days, before the completion of the Danube pontoon bridges,
the forces detailed for Plovdiv and Sofia must assemble in the Dobruja,

Only by sending the advence body from the Dobruja will it be
possible to install antiwaircraft defences in the Bulgorian area in googq
time, The flak regiment detailed for this can reach the Plovdiv areg
in 55 hours from the Dobruja, and the Sofia area in 65 hours. Thus
anti=aircraft defence at Plovdiv and the industrial centres Karlovo ang
Kazanlik will be ensured with 1 battery each by the afternoon of A-Day,
and at Sofia ten hours later, with 1 battery.

In the case of the originally scheduled entry onA-Day-3 the
additional anti-aircraft protection in the Bulgarian thecatre Would have
been assured by A-Day—l.

: The measures taken by G.0.C. Fliegerkorps VIII to hasten the
inestallation of the fighter Geschwader at Plovdiv and Sofia
{incorporation of the ground staff in the advance Staffel, employment
of the transport group) render it possible for this formation to have
one Gruppe operating at Sofia and one at Plovdiv from midday on
hDay~2,

2,. QOperation of the attacking forces

On the day of the entry (4-Day-2) the formations of Fliegerkorpg
VIIT will be at their airfields in Rumania.

A removal forward of the Stuka Geschwader to the area around

Plovdiv can only be undertaken if the operationally necessary
ground steff Kave already arrived there by air and by land. In the

» ‘coge of the ground persomel moved by air this will be on the morning
Of L~Day=l. Until this time therefore, from the commencement
of hostilities by the enemy, eall targets in Thrace, Greece and on
‘the coost or over the zea can only be attacked from the Bucharest areg
by I/LeGel (Ju 88), II/Z.G.26 and III/St.G.2 (Ju 87'R').

N According to the asituation and results of reconneissance the
targots in question for these forces in this first phase are:

(d) In the case of non-intervention by Turkey: attacks on the
the

Greco~British air foree in their beses or on attempts b
British to land in Greece (Salonica, Kavalle, Dedeagech).

(®)  If Turkey intorvenes: combating attempts to lend on the

L Bulgarian coast (Burgas, Varna) as well as attacks on the

o “Turkish ground forces and if neoessary the Turkish-British
>

alr force in and to the north of Thrace, )
. o
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: On arrival in the Plovdiv area at midday on A-Day-l of the ground
staff sent by air, the whole of the dive-bomber Geschwader as well as &
long-range reconnaissance Staffel will be available in the Plovdiv aresés
Before the arrival of the ground personnel moving with the land forces,
by making the fullest use of the battle strength of the Fliegerkorps

it will only be possible in the Bulgarian theatre to conduct a defensive 1
campeign against Turkey; that is to say, the deployment of Panzer Group
in the Maritsa valley can be covered.

1 in a counter-
the line Chaskovo
val of the ground

It would not be possible to support Panzer Group
attack until the operating base had been advanced to
(Haskovo) - Yambol; that is to say not until the arri
staffs and supply units moving with the land forcee.

Frovided the units coming with the land force are in°°rP3§§ted
early enough, the advance and supply of the operating bas¢é WO
attack by

appear to be ensured in time for a possible counter-
Panzer Group L,

In this first phase the G.0,C. Flicgorkorps VIII 1S né
at distributing hisp?orces so that they E’afre rzgdy to interveno Where
most needed when the army later advances out of the Strumé Valley
ageinst Greece; it is the intention in agreement with the 12th
Army Command, that to being with all forces should be emplob,’ed o
conclude the repulsion of the Turkish opponent = a tesk which mayd
become necessary - before the attack on the Greek army is COMmENCOCe

Iv. Operation of Fliegerkorps VIII during the entry into__(ig_e,g_gi_(;‘l“i—f’_h;aéﬁ)—

1, Off'ensive forces

ier has been

ver the

+ the Struma.
Fliegerkorps VIII

After the position on the BEulgarian-Turkicsh front
clarified, the 12th Army will regroup for the advance O
Bulgerian-Greek frontier, concentrating on the valley of
By this time it will be necessary for the formations of 1y
to regroup to meke better use of flying range, to cooperate more °1°§§e
with the ground forces at decisive points, and to take advantage Oft o
more favourable meteorological conditions in the Struma valleye Stuka
Geschwader 2 and Jagdgeschwader 27 will thorefore be removed from the
Plovdiv and Sofia area to the Struma valley, so that there they can
operate against ground targets in the closest cooperation with the
ground troops, who will be fighting their way out of the mountains undez.‘Oh
most Aifficult terrain conditionse I/LeGel, II/ZeGo26 and 7/LeG.2, Whi
will remain in the Plovdiv area since their transfer to the Struma .
valley is not possible, will then be available for raids on tergets which
are of decisive importance to the ground campaign and which lie deeper
in-enemy territory. All formations will later be taken across the
Greek frontier as soon as necessary preparations have been carried out
beyond the frontier,

2. Defence forces

! In any case a regrouping of the enti-aircraft forces will be
necessary with the transfer of the flying units to the Struma valley,
For the protection of the units remaining in the Plovdiv arca one flak
battery will be sufficient, while it is intended to relieve the units

st Kazanlik and Kerlovo by anti-aircraft units belonging to the army,

In addition, the extra flak battory detailed for the protection of Sofia
will be sent forward, These two flak batteries are to take over the
protection of the flying formations lying in the Struma valley; also &
part of them will hold themselves ready to go into action ogainst ground
targets, so that they also can thus help the advance of the attacking
infentry, As soon as the flying units from the Struma valley or from
the Plovdiv ares have been moved forward over the Greek frontier, the
anti"?il‘craft forces necessary for the protection of the ground
organisation will be moved up, /v
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Ve Operation against the Greek islands

It is not yet possible to estimate the support which will be provided
for the planned airborne attack to seize British bases on the Greek
islands because according to information about the enemy no British base
on the Creek islands is known, with the exception of Crete, and details
of the operational areas on Greek soil which will probably be required
for such an attack cannot yet be envisaged.

signed : Richthofen

G.0.Ce Fliegerkorps VIII

OKL Operations Staff,
25 February 1941
To: (a) Luftflotte 4
(b) - Italuft Rome, personally for General von Pohl
(e) Fliegergorps X, personally for General Geisler
Re: 1. Attacks on sea targets in the editerrancan
2. Boundaries in Greece from the commencement of operation "Marita"

3« Air warfare for operation "Marita"

Ie Owing to the new situntion which will arisc in the Mediterranean gg
a rosult of operation "Marita", the compaign against enemy warships ang
against eneny and neutral morchant shipping in the central and castern
Mediterranean from the commencement of operation "Marita" will be
wniformly controlled as follows:

1. In the following #ea areas the unrestricted attacking of sea ta-l‘gets
(unrestricted war on merchant shipping) is authorised: southern
limit: ‘the coast of Africa; western limit; 6 degrees Bast;
northern limit: from 6 degrees East along latitude 4O degrees
North eastwards as far as Sardiniae From Cape Carbonara
(south~east point of Sardinis) to Trapani (north-west point of
Sicily), PFrom Messine to Reggio (Strait of Messina), along
the Calabrian coast to the north-west as far as Cape Colonne
(south-east of Cotrone), thence to the Greck frontier north of
Corfu, and northwurds along the Albanian coast as far as the
Greek positions, In addition the whole of the Aegean Sea and
the sastern Mediterranean.

2. Exceptions

Attooks on the following sea objectives of any kind are on
Principle forbidden:

" (a) in the Sea or Marmera
(b))  in the Dardonelles
(¢) in Turkish territorial waters
(d) installations or shipping in the Corinthian Canal, since
it ig of the utmost importance that there shall be free

pagsage for our shipping through the Canal when it is in our
poasession, , . /3
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3. On 1.:he commencement of the operation against Greece, the eastern
Mediterranean and the Aegean Sea will be declared an operational area
by the Foreign Office,

IT. . Boundaries for attacks on sea objectives in the iegean Sea for
Fliegerkorps VIII and Fliegerkorps X and/or the Italian Air Force:

Fliegerkorps VIII east and north of the linec Trikeri (south-
east of Volos) ~ Euboea - indros - Tinos - Mikonos (excluding
thg islands) = Ikaria and Samos (including the islends) . . ;
Fliegerkorps X and the Italian Air Force west and south of this line.

IIT. - Boundaries in Greece: IMliegerk d north F o e, *
gerkorps VIII east an of Leke Mikra

and/or Italian Air Force west and south of the line centre © i
Prespa (155 km., west of Salonica) - thence in a south-easterly girection
along the velleys of the Aliakkov and Aliekmon rivers as fer as Hill 679
(these to Fliogerkorps X avca) - along the railway loading to tho south Vid
Kalabaka ond Trikkala as far as Kardhitsa — Lemia (towns to Fliegerkorps
VIII a.rea.) - sea coast - continuation as under pa.ragraph il.
v. During the entry into Bulgaria the line Ri itsa - Turnove
(Zlati Dol) - Yambol - Burgas iay not be ﬁgwilzsgrlﬁ the direction Oft' n
the Turkish frontier, with the exception of defensive flights 1n protectlio
of the port of Burgas.

.

Violations of the Jugoslav frontier are to be avoided in all
circumstances,
Ve Should air attacks on Bulgaria and Rumania take plac® from
attocks on

Greek territory, Fliegerkorps VIII is authorised to make :ed
be ocouplede

e aPPrOPriaf’e time
crkorps VIII.

inform

Salonica and on airfields in its battle area known to

Forces of Fliegerkorps X will receive orders at th
for attacks on targets in the operational area of Flieg

VI. Luftwaffe General in Italy end Fliegerkorps X may o0
Italion commands about this order at a dgte tgpbe advised later bY
¢, in C. Luftwaffe, -
Luftwaffe ceneral

Pransletor's note: On receipt of his co eneral von Pohl ( the
;(-m Italy) commented: ...... "I draw your E{tgnrtlion tooz‘ne fact thatt?gigzro
airfields in southern Italy have only been supplied with smell Quat lr}:orps X
fuel oil and with no munitions at all, therefore to begin with F110ge

will have to operate exclusively from Sicily.")

Fuehrer Headquarters,

25 February 1941

the Fuehrer in the presence of the Reich Foreign Minister jecided on the

25 Pebruary 1941 at 1730 hours:
1o Start of pontoon-bridge building: 28 February 1941

At the same time transfer of the necessary air defence forces to Bulgaria.

2, Orossing of the Danube and entry of XIV .J\rnw Corps: 2 March 1941

signed : Keitel
Chief of Starf, OKW
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Operations Division of the Naval Staff,
Berlin,
26 February 1941
Admiral % (Admiral Schuster)
Admiral 4 (Rear Admiral von Stosch)
Admiral B (Rear Admiral Fleischer) |
Naval Iiaison Staff K (Captain Wesemann)
Directive for naval operations in the Balkan theatre

The following has been laid down in OKW directives for the intendeg
operations in the Balkans.

1, The result of the campaign in Albania has not yet bcen settled,

BEfforts are being made by the British to establish an air base under
the protection of a Balkan front, which would be a threat especially
to Italy, as well as to the Rumanian oilfields.

Because of this situation the Fuehrer has ordered operation
"Marita, with the object of occupying from Rumania and by way of
Bulgaria the northern Aegean coast and the Salonica basin, and irp
necessary cccupying the whole of the Grcecek mainland via Larissa ang,
the Igthmus of Corinth.

The advance of the army is to be supported by the Luftwaffe, by
the elimination of the enemy air force and as far as possible hy
the occupation of the British bases on Greek islands by means of
eirborne landings.

Bulgeria is.expected to render assistance. It is uncertain
whether the Bulgarian forces will participate in the attack, but
the Bulgarian Army will be in charge of flank protection towards
Turkey; din addition German t roops will be held in readiness
there,

The attitude of Jugoslevia is not yet definitcly known, and fopr
the time being the possibility of using the Jugoslavian railways
even for'supplies is not to be expected, It will be decided
later to what extent the Italian Armod Forces are to participate
in operation "Marita", and how the operations should be co—
ordinated.

In order to ensure the limitation of the theatre of war,
efforts will be made to conclude non-aggression pacts between
Bulgaria and Turkey (since concluded) and Germany-Bulgaria and
Jugoslavia,

After operation "Marita' it is planned to withdraw the forces
for new agsignmentse

2 In detail it has been decided:

Gonstante must be protected as quickly and strongly as possible
“ageinst atbtacks by enemy sea forces and against air attacks. For
. this purpose mobile forces, anti~aircraft and army batteries must
. be uged first, even if they are detailed later to carry out the
- Marita operation. Rallway connon with rotating mountings are to
. ‘be tranaferred on request by the Navy. They are to be replaced

1at vof 2t batteries.
oor by fixed coastal ba /Meanwhile

i
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Meanwhile the Navy has ordered the M III battery (3 17 cm. guns)
and the Tirpitz battery (3 28 cm. guns) with German personnel to
Constanta, Delivery is being arranged of mining material for the
Rumanian Navy,

One battery of 3 17 cm. guns for Varna and one battery of 2 2k cm.
guns for Burgas have been placed at the disposal of Bulgaria,
to be manned with Bulgarian personnel, In addition.700 mlneil,_ e
1,000 explosive buoys, steel rails and sweeping equipment Wi and
delivered, Whether and when mines are to be laid off Varna
Burgas remains for the Bulgarians to decide,

OKW the following

On the basis of these directives ahd orders from ing in the Balkan

directive is issued for the German Naval Staffs operat
areas:
. alkan area
1. The task for the German naval elements operating in th:hz Balkan
is: Employment of the available naval forces to'def'end s inst
arca from the sea against enemy abtempts at landing and 88500,
bombardment of important places on the coast, Explod -Zan Sed
protection of the sea route along the Black Sea and Aegs the
coasts for our own sea traffic., The possibility of us:—,:,‘%al
Twrkish straits will have to be dealt with through pold
channels,
ca, OY
The tasks may be later extended, especially in the Gre'ek ?::la_‘r’lds,
the addition of Italian naval forces for taking the ASESDR oy
protecting the Dodecanese, and finally seizing Crete. *° the
aim of acquiring an outlet for an extension of warfar€ I
eastern Mediterranean must be remembered.
te as
24 The forces available to gain this objective are ‘barelwa;‘;‘:&u; and
far as the German Navy is concerned, and as far as the Ra_ken for
Bulgarian Navies are concerned very small, It can b¢ b date in
granted that Italian forces will bc employed at some lager
the Greek theatre,

. . » the
The main strength must thercfore lic in the il’lltlatuﬂ:,liI forces
few German Comiands and by the systematic use of the sm
with precise German organisation and giving of orders.

. 5 the
3 At the moment only Rumania is the starting area for fuﬁiﬁﬁi must
tasks in the Balkans. Therefore it is here that the fo t of the

be laid with all possible speed. for the sure accomplishmen
measures that have to be taken in the Black Sea ared.

the
In this connection the vital points in the Rumenisn theatre are

Constanta district and the area of the Danube delta. The of
responsibility for coastal protection at Constanta, consisting
Close concentration of the artillery of the German and Rm“an*al; r by
Navies and of the German and Rumanian Armies, will be taken ov The

. the "Artillery Commander of the Constanta sector" noxnina’fied oy wa
Navy, 1In addition it is intended to lay a minefield which sho
meke it difficult for the enemy to come within firing distancee
For the district at the mouth of the Danube the Rumanian na.va:_l. ield
forces will prepare for action and likewise also protective minefields
Will be laid where the Rumanians have not already done so. The
threat of possible mining of the Danube itself from the air must
be taken into accout. In such an event it is intended to use the
Rumenian Danube flotilla, if necessary with German ground mineswecping
gear,  Since off'ensive tasks in the Black Sea may also arise as a
result of developments which cannot be foreseen, the Rumanian
haval units, strengthened by improvised war material, are also to
be prepared for such an operation, as far as it possible within
the limited scope available, /

L



L. In Bulgarie the measures taken by the Bulgarian Navy for the
protection of the Bulgarian coast and ports must be especially
supervised, It is expected that a fully effective arrangement
of the small forces of the Bulgarian Navy for the joint defence

" of the Black Seae coast will be quickly effected on the basis of the
preparations already made. In case such an order should be issued,
the Bulgarian forces are to be prepared for operations in the
Macedonian coastal area, especially for the defence and
administretion of the ports east of Salonica.

5, During the advence of the army against Greecé the main task for
“the Navy will be to take over as far as possible the protection of
the flank towards the sea, hy guarding as soon as possible the most
. ifpertant ports as they are taken and securing the shipping arca
off the Greek east coast. Albtogether four German battery crews
will Be detailed for the defence of Salonica, Volos and Piraeus,.

In gase the Greek babteries do not fall undamaged into our hands,
- four medium batteries (2 of 3 17 cm, and 2 of 3 15 cm. guns) will be
‘got ready in Germany for immediate forwarding to Greece.

o Since it will not be possible cven at a later date to allocate
further Germen forces, the area on thc Greek west coas?t and the
Pelopennese will probably have to be handcd over to the Italian
Nﬂvy o defend., .

_'ljhe Italian Navy will also have to take over the defence in the
- Aegean by sea patrols.

A directive about the participation of the Italians in the tasks
in the Creek theatre will be issued at the proper time.

6. Operations are to be carried out in detail on the basis that
influence must especially be brought to boar on the opcerational
deliberations of the Rumenian and Bulgarian Navies as well as later
of the Itelisn Navy — as far as this last has not already been

i . done through the Naval Liaison Staff in Roms, When the German

! Naval Mission to Rumania is announced it will already have been

requested of General Antonescu that the Rumanian naval forces
in Consbanta and Galatz take over this duty. Owing to lack of

our own personnel it will not be possible at first to interfere

with the tactical execution. In this sphere too influence at a
later date is to be aimed ab.

Of more especial importence however is the immediate uniformity
of centrol, down te the last detail of the tactical execution, for
_ the recognition signal service, aircraft reporting service,

i whs o service for transmission of commumnications, as well as coastal
' lighthouses and visual signel batteries.

. In this connection an especially close cooperation with the
Luftwaffe is to be established.

: Strict supervision of ports and shipping is required; if
_necepsary it may be found useful to bring in Germon Consuls,
. businéss men, etec., for this purpose. Such German persons,
i, poBsibly as specialists, are to be employed to attend to these
iwduties in respect to Greek airfields,

.. Purthermore in the Greek area our own Observer Service is

to be set up as soon as possible along the coast and on the

.edjagent islands, We must try to get local inhebitants for these
duties by offering suitable remmeration.

§

%;5' OWing to the smallnesgs of the naval forces available, close
iiaigon with the headquarters of the Army and Luftwaffe is of

/decisive
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decisive value., It must be pointed out again and again to these
staffs that great importance is attached to protection of the coast
and sea~lanes, and especially in the Greek theatre, in all
operations. The employment of army units, especially artillery,
and air patrol of the coastal districts is to:be demanded to
oppose possible enemy attacks from the sea, '

To this end the closest contact is to be maintained between the
Naval C, in C. Balkans and List's Army Group, between the Naval
Ce in Cu Rumania and the Commander of the Army Mission to Rumania,
between the naval liaison staff in Bulgaria and the Naval C. in Ce
Greece and the commander of the 12th Army., For the operations
in Greecc the Sca Defence Commender appointed will probably have
to be attached to the various divisions so that they cen take
part in early discussion on questions which may arise out of enemy
measures at sea.

8. The great number of tasks which have to be performed by only &
small number of German officers and soldiers demands especlalthe
clarity in the issuing of orders and giving of directions t:l
other Navies, as well as adaptability, initiative and 1iber
improvisation on our part,

Each individual is to embark on this difficult task in the
knowledge of the sympathetic thoughts of our allies, and By ents
awakening and bringing out their own latent strengths and &t ’

- and having regard to the often narrowly defined limits of forces
efficiency, is to achieve the utmost possible with the small N:
available, and by clear and purposeful leadership the German NavVy
Will gain recognition in these waters too.

draft signed by : Raeder

YMARTITA" DOCUMENT No, 52
o 27 February 1941

Teleprint message from

Luftflotte &
to: ¢, in Ce Luftwaffe

1. operational plans of Fliegerkorps VIII .
18t phase: Stab and IIT/J.G.27 Krumowo (10 km south-east of Plovdiv)

I1/3.G+27 Vrba (near Radomir, 35 km, south-west of
Sofia)
Stukageschwader 2 Krumowo

7(F)/L0G‘o2 Krumnowo
2(¥)/11 Vrba

In the event of danger from the south~east it is intended -
mord.ing to the gituation -« to move Stukageschwader 2 and III/J0G027
forward to the airfields planned near Yambol, Stara Zagora and Haskovo,

8o long as the situation permits I/L,G,1 and II/2.G.26 Will not be
moved forward at the start from Rumanian airfields to Krumowo, so as not to
gommence hostilities with a removal,

H /01\'161‘ of



I1.

IiI.

- Re:

Qrder of removals:

On AsDay = 2: Stab and III/J.G.27, any necessary ground personnel by
Ju transports, (Time required depends on the number of Ju's taking off),
As soon as the Ju's are free, removal of II/J.G.27 to commence, On the
completion of the removal of J.G.27 » Ju 52's will be at the disposal of
Stukagegchwader 2, at the earliest on A-Day =~ 1, since before then only
defénce forces may be sent forward, 7(F)/LeG.2 and 2(F)/11 will be
moved when ground persomnel coming with the land forces arrive, probably
A-Day + I, -

A$ doon as it is recognised that no danger threatens from the southe
vast the 2nd phase begins: Stab and two Gruppen of Stukagwchwader 2 from
Krumowo to Krajnica (40 km. south-south-east of
Sofia), one Gruppe to Belitsa
Stab and IIT/J.Ge27 from Krumowo to Belitss

I/L,G.1 from Silistea to Krumowo; (Silestig
v Crucii, east of Bailesti) .
 II/Z.G.26 from Alexandria (80 km. south-west of
Bucharest) to Krumowo
7(F)/L.Ge2 remeins in Krumowo

2(F)/11 and II/J.G+27 remain in Vrba
On the day before the attack II/J.G.27 moves from Vrba to Belitsa,
On the commencement of the "Marita" attack, as soon as the frontier
is clear of the enemy and Petrice (Petrich) airfield no longer over—
looked, the Stukagruppe moves from Belitsa to Petrich,

Battle HQ of Fliegerkorps VIII located since 1700 hours on 27 F'e'bruary
at Baneasa airfield (near Bucharest).

1I/J4Ge27 and 2(F)/11 have removed to Giulesti (near Bucharest),

Puehrer Headquarters,

27 February 1941

Operations of German flying umits in the Mediterrancan area

(Operation "Morita")

“le The behaviour of the German flying formations towards Greece,

. :
I3

from the date of the entry of Germen troops into Bulgaria until
authority to attack is given by OKW, will be modelled on the lines
_of the directions to Fliegerkorps X, with the following exceptions:

I

When it has been esbablished that enemy aircraft have crossed
the Grect-Bulgarian frontier and made air raids on German or
friandly broops or on areas which are under German protection,
then the Lufiwaffe is authorised to carry out air reconnaissance
over Greek territory. :

‘ Raids on Greek territory are authorised as soon as it has been
' establighed without doubt that the enemy is attacking from Greek
land or wators.s In doubtful ceses a decision is to be obtained
from thé OKW before our own attacks on Greek territory are
1dunohed,;

2. " Raids on Turkish territory, Turkish waters and the Sea of Marmora,

a8 well a3 flighto over these ereas except in an emergency are
' forbidden, |
‘ ' /Should
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Should it be established that Englend is making air raids from Turkish
waters, or is installed on Turkish airfields or has sent neval fgr‘:'e:d
through the Dardenelles or the Bosphorus, a decision is to be obtaln
from OKW sbout further measures to be taken,

Should it be necessary to carry out unarmed recc':nnaissancﬁbgzzed
Turkish territory, an application to this effect is to Pe
by the Luftwaffe,
. is given
3, With the commencement of the attack on land the L“ftwgf gzkli s%andSo
complete freedom of action both against Greece and the G

diate and full
ion Of TurkJ-Sh

t navigating in

It is intended when the attack begins to allow imme
offensive operations in the Aegean Sea with the exC?Pt
territorial waters and to warn neutral shipping agal?ls
the threatened waters.

An order follows,
signed : Keitel
Chief of Staff, OKW

Telephone message: 28 February 1941
From C, in C. German Army in Rumania

To: Germen Military Mission in Rumania

‘ ed to
The HQ Staff of L Army Corps with Corps troops will be tra.nsfgrihe
Rumanie in the III Aufmarschstaffel and placed under the command © yiarohe
Commender—in~Chief of the Germsn Army in Rumania from the middle of
: . ruja)
It is intended to place the 46th and 1837d Infantry Divisions (POPTH
wder I Army Corps command.

Corps Headquarters will be in Constanta.
The Command of XI Army Corps will make arrangements for unloadings

try
accommodation, etc., for L Army Corps HQ Staff, the 46th and 183rd Infe?
Divigions wntil L Army Corps Staffel arrives,

OKW Operations Staff
Berlin,
5 March 1941
To: OKL operations Staff
Copy to: General von Rintelen in Rome

The Fuehrer has issued the following order concerning your attitude to

Italian intentions in Albania.

We are not interested in the Italian offensive in Albania before the
completion of our deployment on the Bulgarian~Greek frontier.

/Therefore
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~ Therefore no influence is to be exércised, either positive or negative,
on any plans of theirs, which can saddle us with any responsibility for Italian
actions or omissions, , :

On the contrary, the impression must be clearly given that our careful
d?ployment and preparations for an offensive on the Bulgarian-Greek frontier
Will not be completed before the first days in April,

Exohange of lieison staffs is therefore not necessary for the time being,

Agreements between the High Commands on the tasks as a whole and the
bowndaries of operational areas in the air will suffice until direct contact
between the German and Italian troops on Greck territory is expected, and not
wntil then will direct communications circuits from List's Army Headquarters
to Cavallero's Army Group be possible or useful.

OK¥ Operations Staff,
Berline
6 March 1941
To: @KL Operations Staff
Copy te: (KH Operations Division
The Fushrer decided on 5 March:=—

. Deployment for Marita is to continue according to plan, mecasurcs for a
. Provious attack with mobile formations are meanvhile not expected. '

- Danger from the Turkish side can be taken as removed,

Operations Division of the Naw
al Stagr,
Berlin,
7 March 1941
- To: OKW Operatioris Staff

| /OKH, Army General Staff

. OKL, Operations Staff

4 Enplesed herewith for your information a copy of a communication fram
Maval ¢, in ¢, Balkans concerning naval operations in the south-gcstern area,

omm OKL are requested to issue any necessary instructions relative
tQ.-:--P_B-i‘Fgraphs-S and 6,

"draft signed by : Fricke

| /Berlin
Ge240265/TR/ 10/ 49/ 35
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Berlin
6 March 1941
Enclosure to above
To: 12th Army GHQ.
Fliegerkorps VIII
HQ Luftgau XV’II

Admiral A

Admiral B

Naval Liaison Staff X

Re: Naval operations in the south-eastern area

1. After the occupation of the most important coastal places znd the
early restoration of their seaward defences, the Navy considers taking the
operation as a whole that its chief task will be to clear and set in

. operation as soon as possible the sea transport lane from the Rumanian

] Black Sea coast through the Dardanelles and the Aegean to the Isthmus of

Corinth, thence commecting with the Italian sea routes.

Preceding this task or at least simultaneous with it, it will be
especially important to support the Army and the Luftwaffe in the
occupation of the islands, by organising transport over the s€&e
. 2 At the moment only the few merchant ships lying in Bulgarian end
Rumanian Black Sea harbours and the units of the Rumanian and B
Navies are available for these tasks. The fighting quality of t
units cannot be estimated very highly end must, especially in the C
the Rumanian Navy, be first increased by German aid,

i
I

ase of

1: 3 In the Aegean ports it will only be apparent after the occupation

' what means of transport arc available, Although we will try to bring
Italian naval forces into this arca as soon as possible so they can 0aTTY
out the a.}hove—mentioned tasks under German dircction, the German N2V om
Commends will have at first to improvise the necessa_:"y escort vessels fr
the shipping available, This will primerily be concerned with narbour
defence flotillas, patrol flotillas, auriliary cruisers and armed

transportse

Luftweffe in the execution of these tasks, In view of the transpor®

.“' 4. The Navy is largely dependent on the assistance of the Army and
I
} uch

and battle problems which the Army and the Luftwaffe have to solve 8
assistence will be very much in the interests of both these pranches ©

the Services.

Se

(a) When the ports and harbour installations, and even the smallest
coastal btowns are captured, ships of all sizes and harbour .
installations (batteries, signal stations, storage sheds, material
for fitting out ships, etc.) must be spared as much as possible
during the fighting and secured at once for the Navy. It will be
the duty of tihose commissioned by the Admirals commanding to
decide which material is to be used for the Navy and which
material can be released for other military or civilian us€s.
Please issue the appropriate directions and orders to the
aubordinate commands.

(b) Should suiteble naval forces be lacking, the planning of a safe
supply and transport route will at first depend almost

/exclusively
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exclusively on reconnaissance. The close cooperation at top level .
between the corresponding Commands of the Luftwaffe and the Navy
and. the carrying out of any reconnaissance needed is thercefore
necessary.

Also the Navel Commands concerned must be linked up with the aircraft
reporting service of the Luftwaffe and also with the coastal
reporting service of the 4rmy, which is to be installed if
possible, Since the Navy has no suitsble signals nctwork or
means of commmication at its disposal, the Army and Luftweffe
are requested to set up adequate signals connections from their
end,

(e) If it should be the case that only unsuitablc or numerically
insufficient auwxiliary warships can be prepared, then
in the opinion of the Operations Division of the Naval Staff the
Siebel pontoon ferries built and provided for "Sea Lion"
(invasion of Britain) must be considered for usc as cmergency
oraft, It will be proposed that, for the ..cgean theatre,
material for about 50 of thesec Siebel ferrics should be prepared
in Bulgaria, so that they can be uscd therc as rcquired ty the
Navy.

The help of Army engineer units will be necessary for assenbling the
ferries, for armament there will be if necessary anti-aircraft
batbteries or 2 and 4 cm, Army or Luftwaffe guns, and crews will be
provided by the Navye.

draft signed : Schuster

12th symy Headquarters,

10 Iarch 1941

Army Order No. 2

1. The Danube orossing and entry of the 12th .rmy into Bulgarie have been
completed according to plan and so far without enemy interference, The
Bulgarian people and the Bulgerian Government have received the German
trocps joyfully and have energetically assisted.

In spite of the great diffioulties of terruin and in some.pla.ces very bad
road conditions the objectives have been reached by the evening of 10 March
after considersble feats of marching.

" The firet task of the 12th Army, deployment of the mobile forces
- opposite Turkish Thrace and throwing out advance deta.chmenvts to the
. Bulgarian-Greek frontier, is thus accomplicied.

24 Military and political position in the Ballkans

- Jugoslavia ‘
. - . s 9 d
' THé Jugoslav Armed Forces are partially mobilised, The 5th an
3rd -;lm;fga are deployed in the south-east of the country, Parts
£the 2nd and lst Armies arc olsc to be called up,  Altogether
Slat g 6 moment 17 divisions at the most (but probably less) cen be
~reedy for employment. -
Witk these steps the Jugoslav Command will probably succeed in
keeping the Tighting on the Bulgarian-Greek frontier olear of
Jugoslav territory. /() :
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(b) Greece

In spite of the German entry into Bulgaria, so far no notable
reinforcement on the Bulgarian front has been observed. At the
moment it can be accepted that the north-eastern Greek frontier is
garrisoned by frontier guards and (at the most) 4 divisions. In
addition to these the Greek Command has only 2 reserve divisior_ts
(including the battle-weary 4th Division) available in the Veria
district,. 2 or 3 further reserve divisions and one motorised division
are being formed, but are not yet ready,

Deteils about Greek operational plans are not to hand.

(¢) Turkey
lele organisation of the Turkish forces is \mchanged', As bei“ised
27 infantry divisions, 2 cavalry divisions snd 1 motorised-mechal
division are stationed in Turkish Thrace,
Since 2 March field fortifications have been very huwrriedly build
along the following lines:

So-called Tendon positions: Gedege (Sazara) - Derekoey ~ Koveas =
Erikler - Suelecik (Sueloglu) - Edirne (Adrienople)

Switch line: Suelecik ~ Haskoey =~ Havsa

The Cakmak Line: Jundolse (north-west of Uskup) = Kirklal'eli -
thence following the Tekesuyi (River Inece) to Pehlivanko®y

Edirne and especially Kirklareli have modern defence installationse.
Construction is however not completely finished,

s nothing to
r be taken

to defend

According to what had so far been established there i
indicate an offensive by Turkish forces, It must howeve
£§§ granted that the Turkish Command is fully determined

2Ce

(d@) British forces

There are no army units on the Greek mainland, 2 or J divisions
ere standing by in Egypt, possibly for a landing on the Greek
islands (Crete, Lemmos). According to information to date the Greek
Government refuses to allow a landing of British troopse

British flying units are stationed in the north-eastern are2 of
Greece. Their strength has not been ascertained, but certainly
amounts to only a few squadrons. Sedes near Salonica, Larissé and
Lemmos must be assumed to bé British airfields, which in certein
circumstances could be quickly manned from the air,

Only a number of specialists (for the Air Force and for construotion
of fortifications) have definitely been located in Turkish Thrace.
The presence of British anti~aircraft forces (Istanbul, Edirns,
Corlu) has it is true been reported, but not confirmed.

3,  The 12th Army has been so grouped that it can gommence the attack
on Greece on X-Day (not before 1 April).

The primary aim of this attack continues to be the swift ocoupation of
Salonica and the northern Aegean coast,

4 Tn this connection I order the following:

/(a)
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(a) Panzer Group 1 is to teke over the command, from 1200 hours on

) 1l March, of all the forces on the Bulgarian-Greek frontier,
but leaving XIV Army Corps as a reserve army behind the
Bulgarian ammies covering the Turkish front (4th and 3rd
Bulgarian Armies),

Dividing line between Panzer Group 1 and XIV Army Corps:

Ruse (Ruschuk), Trnovo, Stara Zagors, Harmanli (towns and roads to
Panzer Group 1), the Harmanli-Edirne road (latter town to XIV

Arny Corps).

It is the immediate task of Panzer Group 1 to execute the whole of
the deployment (including XVIII Army Gorps) on the Bulgarisn-Greek
frontier swiftly and inconspicuously so that they can make a surprise
orossing of the Bulgarian-Greek frontier on X-Day with the strongest
Possible force, At the same time the bulk of the forces are to be
asgenbled to form a concentrated breakthrough point in the Petrioh
area, ’

After the mountain and infentry divisions have opened up the
frontier passes, strong mobile forces are to be sent in without
delay as far as Salonica and across the river Vardar (Axios) against
Edessa and Verria, while weaker mobile forces are to roll up the
eneny front from the east by way of Gumuljina (Komotini)..

Precautions are also to be taken so that British attacks from the
Aegean Sea (1a,nd;i_ng attempts) can be warded off,

(b} XIV Army Corps - directly under the Army - is to hold itself
ready in the general area of Stara Zagore. - Yambol - Burgas -
Sliven sco as to be able to hold up a Turkish thrust into Bulgarig

in the closest cooperation with the Bulgarian forces stationed
there,

" The line Turnovo-on-the-Maritsa (Simeonovgrad) -~ Yanmbol = Burgas
may not until further orders be flown over or crossed by German
troops. - .

It is intended later to place the 73rd Division under this commang
for employment on the Greco~Turkish frontier (on the river Maritsg
south of Edirne).

(6) XI Army Corps will hold itself in readiness after unloading (from
the end of March) to march on orders from the Army into )
Bulgaria over the Danube bridges at Twnu Magurele and Giurgiu,
so that together with I Army Corps they can later relieve XIV

~ Army Corps,

S s There is no change in the deployment and tasks of the Bulgarian
' Fliegerkérps VIII will be made ready so that

‘---."firhen’ the enemy attwpka it ocan go into immediate action with partial
‘counter-attacks on the Greek ground organisation, traffic routes
and .lmloadihg porta and cerry oub reconnalssance (co\_rering the
- Greek bases, traffio in the port areas of the unloading bases
785 well as transport and troop movements against the Bulgarianw
" Greok frontier);

. ('b) itan.n intervene in the ground fighting if the snemy attacks
during the deployment period; /(o)
, c
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from X~-Day, in direct cooperation with Panzer Group 1, it can give
support first of all to the attack to open up the Roupel Pass and
later to the mobile forces attacking Salonica and in action

along the coast, rolling up the enemy front;

it cen at once oppose attempts: by the British to land on the Aegean
coast (at Salonica, Kavalla, Dedeagash, etc,)

The rearward limit for dropping bombs will be ordered by Fanzer
Group l; also the line whecre Pgixl}gidentification gigns swastika flags)

are to be displayed,

r forces will

The dividing lines between the German and the Italian al .
be laid down later,

Reconnaissance

(a)

(v)

Flights over the Greek theatre are authorised from Y hours on X-Daye
Even then however - in order to prevent frontier incidents - 1o
flights may be made within a distance of 5 km. of the Jugoslav—
Bulgarian and the Jugoslav-Greek frontiers without express orders
from the Army.
On the Bulgarian-Turkish frontier the line Turnovo-on=the-haTitss &
4 h
Yanbol - Burgas, on the Greco-Turnish frontier the railway 1ine ¥hic
runs from Turnovo-on-the-Maritsa along the Turkish frontier to
Dedeagach may not be flown over,
from the

The Black Sca may be flown over up to a distance of 8 . up to a

Russian and Turkish coasts, and the Aegean Sea, from X-DaVs
distance of 8 km., from Turkish territory,

In‘-bhe event of Turkey remaining neutral, no air reconnaissance
flights will take place over Turkish territory.

In the event of armed intervention by Turkey XIV Army Corps 2 «
ca_rry out air reconnaizsance as far as the line: Uzunkopr¥ =
Kilissa (Kirklareli) - Midye (towns included), -

The task then will be to obtain as soon ; 1ear detalls

- N as ble C
of the direction, strength (breadth and depth§ :.z; main effort of
the Turkish advance. The Black Sea coast is to be watchede

Panzer Group 1 may carry out air reconnaissance from Y hours o0
X-Day as far as the line: River Vardar (Axios) - Salonica - north
coast of the Aegean Sea; concentrating in the direction of Saloniote

Fliegerkorps VIII is requested, when flights over Greek areas are
authorised, to keep a good watch, to ascertain whether Greek forces
are withdrawn from Albania and whether enemy troops land on the north
coast of the Aegean Sea.

The ilpportance is specially pointed out of rapid transmission and
evgluz,t:.on as well as reciprocal exchange of all air reconnaissance
resultse.

The Bulgarian Air Force will pass their reconnaissence results
direct to the Army, Panzer Group 1 and Fliegerkorps VIII.

Air defence

Panger Group 1 will order the anti-airoraft operations of its
subordinate formetions for the deployment and later attack againat Greece.
At the same time a heavy flak battery is to take over as before the defence
of Sofia. The 73rd Light Flak (5th Mountain Division) and the 76th Light
Flak (2nd Panzer Division) will again be at the disposal of the 5th

/Mountain



Mountain Division and the 2nd Panzer Division respectively after these
divisions have crossed the Danube,

Anti-gireraft operations in the Stara Zagora - Yambol - Burgas = Sliven
area will be ordered by XIV Army Corps. Stara Zagora and Burges are
each to continue to be defended by a heavy flak battery. I/Flak 14
rémains wntil further orders under the' eommand of XIV Army Corps.

The antiw-aircraft wnits of Fliegerkorps VIII will be employed for
the defence of the ground organisation of Plovdiv, Krainici (10 km.
north-east of Dupnitsa) and in the southern Struma valley, with some
units ready to intervene in the ground fighting, by arrangement with

Protection of Varna and of the bridges over the Danube will be taken
over by the Luftwaffe Mission to Rumania. :

Onee again attention is called to the necessity for air protection for
the troops and for cemouflage as well as for careful preparation of
black-out measures.

Battle headquarters:;

12th Army GHQ - Chamkoriya :
Panzer Group 1 - from 11 iarch, Kocherinovo, 20 km. south of Dupnitsa
XIV Army Corps - Burgas, later Stara Zagora

XI Army Corps - Alexandria (probably from 15 March)

L Army Corps -~ Constanta (probably from 16 March)

Fliegerkorps VIII - Kostenec

signed : List,
Ce in C. 12th Army

Supplement to 12th Army Order 2

RUMANIA 2nd Panzer Division unloading in the area around Craiova

T wpdelf Hitler" 88 Division unloading, from 1l-March, in Rosiori ge
Vede area - ) _
73rd Infantry Division in and around Alexandria, motorised elementg
being en route for Giurgiu, where they are due to arrive on 11 March

 BULGARTA 12th Army GHQ at Ghamkoriya
R Fliegerkorps VIII at Kostenec )
ngr G.r?up 1 at Kosherinovo, subordinate formations being:

" XXXX Army Corps (Plovdiv) comprising
' " 60th ?mﬁt§ Division (Plovdiv) _
9th Panzer Division Turnovo—on-the-Maritsa)
ond Panzer Division (unloading, see above) ,
The Corps area extends from Pazarjik — Plovdiv - Stare Zagora -

Nova Zegora - Turnovo (Maritsa) - Haskovo.

: orps (Hisar) comprising .

T2nd Igfantr_g Divi?sion Novoselei) , With reconnaissence unitg
at Nevrokop, motorised elements_around G. Belovo, and
remainder en route for Novogelcl area ) -

164th Infantry Divieion (@abrovo) , recomaissance units at
8ol jan, motorised units round Karlovo, remainder betwsen
Gabrovo and Kazanlik; ) .

50th Infantry Divisilon (Sevlievo) , recomnaissance units at
Homellgrad, remainder, 1m1u:;{u2§°t2§ %ZSth Infantry

Regigent i ovo;
75:‘&6’%%%:’31 lc!‘)‘:-x.l iﬁﬁg fﬁomnanlm Seg., asee aa\.'!:novgsl
- ' /XVIII Army
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XVIII Army Corps (Gorna Jumaya) comprising

- 5th Mountain Division (Vladaja), with mo
Sofia, and remainder on the march from the
Ferdinand towards Sofia

6th Mountain Division (Svei Vrac), motorised eler_nentsgl1 :S:a.ln ser

move southwards between Petrohen Pass and Sofia, Wi
following close behind in Rifle
The 2nd and 3rd battalions of the 143rd Mowntain thory of the
Regiment are in the Petrich area, while the 3rd Ba t}e;grds rear
95th Mountain Artillery Regiment is on the move sou
Vratca.

torised elements east of
Bechet bridge via

"Adolf Hitler" SS Division (motorised) sbout to unload in Rumania, as

above

XIV Army Corps (Burgas) comprising
11th Panzer Division (Yambol) and the
5th Panzer Division (Burgas) with units spre
Sliven — Yambol - Aitos - Burgas

ad over the area

XI Army Corps, comprising the 56th, 76th, 198th and 29%th Infentry
Divisions

ions

L Army Corps, comprising the L46th and 183rd Infantry Divis wgaria oF

These 2 Corps have at this date not yet arrived in B
southern Rumania,

Fliegerkorps XI GHQ,

12 March 1941

To the Chief of the General Staff N

1.

20

In the event of an attack on Lemmos the following is proposed:

Genersl appreciation

An operation by part of Fliegerkorps XI against the island of Lemn"ser
is possible as far as aviation and the terrain are concerned, In ?rtime
to meke the best use of the surprise element it is proposed that #he
for the operation be chosen as early as possible, that is to say 4 of
gimulteneously with the crossing of the Greek frontier by the vangual
the German troops. In this way a dissipation of the British fighter
forces would be achieved, thus giving indirect protection to the movemen
of Fliegerkorps XI.

Appreciation of the enemy

Phe island is at the moment occupied by weak Greek police forces and
small British units, It would appear that some anti-aircraft forces have
peon installed, the exact strength of which has not yet been ascertained.
According to the latest reports the British are preparing further landings.
We are nevertheles.fs of the opinion that energetic resistance to a surprise
lending from the air is not likely.,

Foroces re quired

on the basis of the enemy appreciation we calculate thet the following
forces would be needed:

o ding Officer: O0.C. 7th Fliegcr Division, with Divisional Staff
/Troopa:

C.240265 /IF/ 10/49/35
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Troops: (a) Ground troops: 1 paratrbop regiment

1 flak campany

1 troop of the Parachute /xtillery Unit
1 platoon of engineers

Signals units

1 medical company

Supplies

(v) Flying wnits: Staff of an air transport Geschwader
5 air transport Gruppen, less 2 Staffeln
1 Staffel of troop-carrying gliders
3 reconnaissance aircraft

It is proposed that the Divisional Staff together with the allocateq

trodps be directly under the command of Luftflotte 4 during the operation,

Plansg for execution ,

(a) issembly

(v)

9

o In th
- gtart o
fighters ou

‘ : e allocation of' three o 1 " ;
: %"o'Tgover the mir passage and landing is oconsidered egssentiala

© shortly after

The ares around Plovdiv is proposed as an assembly and taking
off area, The ground units and the glider Staffel to reach thig
ares hy rail. Alr transport Gruppen to move empty by aire. For
thege, intermediate landing in the Vienna area. -

The time required for assembly can only be notified after local
reconnaissance has been carried out and after discussion with
Luftflotte 4 and the transport authorities.

Air operation

The Balkan Mountains (Rhodope lits.) lying to the south of Plovdiy
prevent a direct flight by the transport planes, The intended ajpn
route therefore leads over Haskovo, 70 km. south-east of Plovdiv’
and thence direct to the objective, The flying distance amountg
$o between 300 and 350 Kmn, The range of the Ju 52, even with
troop-carrying gliders in tow, is therefore sufficient.

Operation on the ground

It is plamned to get a firm hold on _t_he towns of Mudros and
Kastron as well as the country around Mudros Bay, including Livezj
airfield, in the first attack, Radiating thence the whole of the
island is to be occupied. By bringing in heavy weapons in the
second wave the main body will be strengthened so that it can
effectively resist any possible attempts by the British to land,

Cooperation with the operational Luftwaffe

The strength of the cooperating bomber.fgrces will depend on
the pupther development of the enemy position on ‘l}he island. It
will probably be necessary to suppress the anti-aircraft artillery
on the island immediately before commencing to land,

e event of the enemy gebting in fighter forces before the
£ the attack it will be necessary to put the enemy
t of action by a bombing raid.

omplete twin—engined fighter Gruppen

. 53_'\}9;11163

jes ohiefly of ammunition will be dropped from the air
the first wave goes into action, further supplies

/aropped
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dropped by He 11ll's to begin with and later landed by Ju 52's.
It is requested that one Staffel of He 111's be detailed for two
days for this purpose, .

Since in the opinion of the Operations Division of the Naval
Steff the appearance of light hostile sea forces could
considerably delay shipping traffic with the mainland, 2 Juikers
Gruppen must continue to be available to fly in supplies unti
sea link has been restored.

S5« Preparations for assenmbly
(a) Ground organisation

Five airfields with refuelling capacity sufficient for gio’ggo
litres per Gruppe daily, of which each field must be capat id
feeding 100,000 litres within two hours., One of the ?_-._rf:.e‘ls
preferably on the forward edge of the assembly area with ral Jtres
connections and decentralised storercoms with 10,000 square g;c
of covered area, 1iHere there is to be storage space Prepa.re_ves
(decentralised) to take about 900 tons of ammunition, explg?:ele
and jettisonable gear. A repair shed preferably on each 11€-¢,
if this is not possible then at least one repair shed for eVery
two Gruppen.

Fach airfield must have billeting facilities for 1600 men, oF
‘which 100 will be officers, within a moximum radius of 15 Kis

If the place intended as a supply dums has a railway sidings t?he
following will be rcquired for the erection of the supply 4Pot: R
1 supply company, 60 lorries,1 land defence platcon. If there :aL.re n
railway sidings, the requirements will be increased o 2 SUPP ¥
companies, 100 lorries and 1 land defence platoon.

(b) It would appear advisable to set up an air-sea rescue gervice
during the operation,
c be
(c) Before the assembly an operational and control network mustairfields

installed, and direct telephone comnections between the five
as well as with the operational headquarters of the divisio
staff will be required, if possible with teleprinter circuitss

uarters
(d) It will be necessary to prepare a temporaty airfield headd exr
for later operations in the battle area,

signed : Student,

G.0.C. Fliegerkorps XI

Telepring
From: Ogw operetions Staff dated 13 March 1941
qoi OKI, operations Staff

Congideration is being given to creating a zone on the Turkish frontier
whioch may not be entered by German troops when Greece is cccupied,

The purtwaffe is requested to advise how far it is interested in an
extensig, p the occupied area towards the east,

/Since
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Since a seizure of the island of Lemnos has to be taken into account, the
question must also be considered from the point of view of the grownd
organisation necessary for such an operation,

Teleprint reply to above
From: OKL Operations Staff dated 14 March 1941
To: OKW Operations Staff

It is requested that a zone 30 km., wide be established along the Turkish
frontier, '

Fuehrer Headquarters,
16 March 1941

When the Aegean coast has been taken it is intended to occupy Lemnos with
German: troops, in the event of the island not being occupied by the British op
only wWeakly sen The operation is to be so prepared that the island will be
teken by surprise from the air, and secured by a following transfer of army
units by the sea route. .

]
: The capture {rom the air and the air cover necessary for effecting,
Surprise will be arranged by the Luftwaffe,

. The most favourable moment would appear to be the day of the commencemeny
- of /the operations egainst Greece, provided the Luftwaffe believes it can
. hold the island for 8 to 10 days without receiving supplies by sea.

C arations for taking across the garrison troops will be a matter fop

" the 12th Armmy G.He.Q. Working in conjunction with the Navy. Operations
Division of the Naval Staff will go into the question of bringing in Italigp

Y 8urface forces to act as escort. No ocontact may however yet be made wWith
the Italian authorities.

It is requested that plans in detail and progress of preparations be
reported by 25 March 1941. OKW will issue the order to carry out the
. operation,

When the whole of the Greek mainland has been occupied a1l branches of
. - the Armed TForces arc to prepare for a swift occupation of the Cyclades.
. Drders will be issued later as soon as it can be foreseen whether the
[ . general situation in the Aegean Sea permits at all of such intentions being
"f'éa:Lised-.

signed : Keitel
Chief of Staff, oxw

Operations Division of the Naval

Berlin, 18 March 1941

Eii‘ylinf‘om:rtion to: OKH Operations Staff and OKL Operations Staff
_Ré; . Ocgupdtion of Lemnos _
‘ ¥l B PR . /II
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With refcrence to plans for the occupation of the island of Lemnos

after the Acgean coast has becn taken Operations Division of the Naval
Staff reports the following:

1,

24

3.

b

It has no means of combat at all at its disposal in thc Aegean.
Therefore the possibility of carrying troops by sea to Lemnos 1S
dependent on '
(a) the situation of the enemy which will have to be found out by

means of ample air reconnaissance;
ut
(b) air forces being provided to keep the enemy off and to carry ©
anti~submarine patrols,

can only be given if
r the ports of
coast

t task of
him to

Nnceo

An evaluation of the possibilities of ferrying
it is made clear what transport is available afte
Salonica and Volos as well as the small harbours on the
of Thrace have been taken., It iz the first and foremos
the Naval C. in C. South-East and the authorities under
locate, get hold of and prepare this transport space ab ©
The enlistment of German shipping from the Black See and western
Mediterranean also comes into the question.

d

The distance of the island of Temnos from the coast of Thza:zéqﬁte
from Salonica and Volos is reiatively simall, FProvided h - during
transport is available, it shouid be possibls to crosSs ma:.nl\}’ The
the hours of darkness, and so avoid eneuy attacks {rom the &J-I‘:; orts
choice of the time for the crossing wust be dependent on the TP
received on the enemy situation.

- s 18

The introduction of Italion naval forces to protect 'T.'h& trw{z;gogv&l
very much desired, According to the Operations Division Of; nland
Staff, however, this will only he possible when the Groek mad pefore
and the Pelopomnese is under the conirol of the Axis powerse f
then a move of Italian light navul forces through the Strait ©
Cerigotto could hardly succeed, uspecisily if the initiative
Italians so far is taken into account, ’
3plonica
a and

pe

It is desirable that the protection of the transports from 111
and Volos be tuken over by one torpede boat or destroyer flotl‘
one MIB flotilla at e¢ach place. In any event these forces MU
prepared in the Aegean even after the successtul occupation 97 .
Lemos for similar tasks (Cyclades) and for ¢scorting suppli®®
Lemnos.,

With reference to the 8 - 10 days poriod before the arriv
first reinforcements for the airborne troops meutioned in i re
commumication, the Operations Division ot the MNaval Staff once M° n
emphasises that the date for this arrival is primarily dependent ©
finding suiteble transport, It is extremely probable that undst
British guidance shipping in the harbours in question will be gither
sunk or rendered unserviceable,

of the
}'ﬁ preViO“S

Airborne troops landed on Lemnos at the beginning of the campaigh o
will therefore very possibly have to rely on their own resources oOr o
supplies from the air for congiderably longer than 8 to 10 dayse

signed : Fricke

/Teleprint



Telepririt
Prom: OKL Operations Staff . dated 19 Maxch 1941

To: - Fliegerkorps XI, Luftflotte 4 and the Quartermaster General.

Preparations for the occupation of the island of Lemnos are to be made
80 that from 21 Merch 194l after seven days' warning the occupation can be
carried out at any time from the eighth day.

The island must also be able to be held for 8 to 10 days without
receiving supplies by sea.

Code~word for preliminary warning: "Get ready for Hannibal.
Code~word for execution: "Carry out Hannibal on thess....."
The order for preliminary Warning and execution will be issued by OKL.

Example:

21 March 1941: XI Fliegerkorps, Luftflotte 4 and the Quartermaster Genersj
receive codeword "Get ready for Hamnibal', i

from 22 March 1941: transfer of elements of Flicgerkorps XI to the
taking=off area in Bulgaria.

28 March 1941: Fliegerkorps XI, Luftflotte 4 and the Quartermaster Gener
“receive code-word "Carry out Hannibal on 29 March." ‘ al

29 March 1941: Occupation of the island,

Fliegerkoxps XI, Luftflotte L and the Quartermaster General are
roquested to report detailed plans and progress of preparations to OKL
Operations Staff by the evening of 23 March,

Teleprint
Prom: OKL Operations Staff dated 22 March 1941

To:  Luftflotte &
Fliegerkorps X1
Qu._a.rtemaa*ber General
~Re: "Marita®
Get ready for Hanndbal (st day 23 March 1941).

. From: = oKL Operabions Staff dated 22 March 1941

neral 3taff

OKL is getting one reinforced paratroop regiuent ready.for

" the decupation of Lemnos. Preparations are b?ing s0 made that with

: ‘7 da.y:apml werning from OKL the oPera.tlox} from the area around
Plovdiv con teke place from the eighth day. It is however pointed out

T gtelH

: _ /that
By 240265/ 15/ 10/ 49/ 35
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that according to the latest appreciation of the situation submitted by
the 12th Army, with which Genersl von Richthofen agrees , an occupation of
Iemos can be considered at the earliest on X-Day + 3 (X being the lst day
of the attack on Greece),

The enemy position at the moment is estimated to be such that the forces
of Fliegerkorps VIII will without exception be required during the first
few days for cooperation with the army, During this time they will not
be available for protecting and supporting the units of Fliegerkorps XI
being taken over to Lemnos and set down there, It is not possible to
supply Fliegerkorps VIII with further flying forces,

Cyclades: The most favourable moment appears to be when the Luftwaffe
operating from the area around Athens can protect and support the 1and:l.2g
operations on the individual islands, Landings With land planes camno
be carried out on the islands, Occupation by paratroops and troop-
carrying gliders is not possible if the operation against Lemnos takes . XI.
place previously, or if fresh forces are not brought in for Fliegerkorp
Since there are seaplane stations at a number of the Cyclades islands, .
OKL is at present examining to what extent it is possible to transferols-
planes from the aviation schools (sea) for patrol duties - 3 He 599
He 60's for each seaplane station,

OKH Headquarters
22 March 1941

Supplementary directive for the 12th Army

The development of the situation in Greece leads us to expect that bance
Greece, relying upon British assistance s Will put up a determined res:!.s_b
to the German attack. There is also the possibility that the Greeks, by o
abandoning the district east of Salonica and by delaying the German advanc
over the rivers Strymon (Struma) and Vardar (Axios), will defend themselves
in the mountains south-west and west of Salonica, with the northern flank
on the Jugoslav frontier,

After the loss of this defence position the defence of Greece can if
necessary be continued down to Athens in further positions resting on
the mountain barrier, so long as the High Command sucoeed in bringing
fighting units into action in these rear positions at the right time.

The appearance of British forces (two or three divisions to begin with)
on the Greek front must be taken into account,

Turkey's attitude appears to be sufficiently clarified and intervention
on the part of Turkey is not expected,

Task foxr the 12th Army

(&) It is the task of the 12th Arny to break the Greek resistance as
quickly as possible, to take speedy possession of the Greek district
east of the Pindus Mountains as well as of Attica, and finally to
occupy the Peloponnese,

This will depend on the prevention of the withdrawal to the west of
the enemy forces operating in the district each of the Vardar anA
on their destruction, and at the same time on foroing as quickly as
possible an entry into the Greek mountain countxry west of Salonica
before the enemy is able to aet up & defence in strength in this
district, Finally mobile forces are to drive forward withous delay
in the direction of Larissa and Athens in order to prevent the enemy
from setting up a defence line further baock, /A




A simultaneous attack by the Italian forces west of the Pindus
Mountains is to be expected, It is not intended to set wp a
general German command over the forces of both sides operating
against Greece, The necessary influencing of the Italian army
group in Albania should be effected through a lisison staff,
Orders follow later on this point,

An order will be issued by OKL concerming the boundaries of the
operational aress of the Italien and German air forces.

- As a cover against Turkey it will suffice to' leave XIV Army Corps
in temporary possessions }

On entxy into eastern Thrace, as a gesture towards Turkey, the
Gireek district in front of Adrianople (Bdirne) and lying to the
east of the bridge at Demotika is not to be disturbed by German
troops without special authority. :

(b) The islands of Thasos and Semothrace and, in given circumstances

s

Iemnos are to be taken by surprise at an early date in order to
prevent the British installing themselves in these islands.

OKM has been asked to investigate whether suitable shipping can be
held ready in Bulgerian harbours and transferred to the Greek
enbarking harbours (primarily Dede Agech) , in case no suitable
shipping is seized along the Greek coaste. '

It is intended to ocoupy the island of Lemnos if the island
is not occupied by the British or is only weakly held.
Preparations for the occupation are to0 be made in such a manner
that the islend will be taken by surprise from the air by
formations of the Luftwaffe, or will be secured by a following
transfer of units of the 12th Army by the sea route,

12th Army GHQ, in cooperation with the Navy, is to make.
preparations for ferrying across the garrison troops. Plans in
detail end progress of preparations are to be reported as
soon as possible, OKH will issue the order for the execution
of the operation, ‘

{0) Concerning later tasks of the Army: an order will be issued in
due course. OKH hopes to use as few forces aB possible of the
12th Army for purely garrison duties and to leave these dutieg
primarily to the Italians.

In the course of further duties the question may arise of
occupying the Cyclades,

3. Cooperation with the Bulgarian forces

The entry of Bulgerian formations into Thrace is not desired so long
a8 the eneny takes no militery action in or sgainst Bulgarian territory,
Should that happen however it is left for 12th Army GHQ to decide
vheri the defence of the coast between the districts et the mouths

" of the Strymon and Maritsa is to be taken over by Bulgerian troops,
‘The Bulgerian troopa are not to be moved into the district north
of the Ortake] = Demotika road,

L Participation by Jugoslavia

" In the digtant future it may possibly be necessary to authorise
Jugoslav troops to move up to Salonioca.

/5
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5, Allocation of forces (see supplement 2)

For carrying out the operation the forces of Panzer Group 1 (without
HQ Staff) will be at the disposal of the 12th Army GHQ, as well as the
L4th hiountain Division whose removal in the direction of Salonica is being
hastened. Of the III Aufmarschstaffel, L Army Corps staff, the 46th
and 294th Divisions are at the disposal of the 12th Army, To begin with
they are to be brought up to the line Sofia - Stara Zagora.

'The HQ Staff of Panzer Group 1 will withdraw from the 12th Army with
effect from 31 March and will be sent off on other duties.

*XIV Army Corps and part of the GHQ troops will return from Bulgaria
to Rumania to take part in another assignment. (See supplement 2).

6.  Plans for Barbarossa will be changed in that operations by the 12th ArmY &
from Rumania will be dropped. 12th Army GHQ will remain in the south—-eas
even after the close of the operation Marita, with any troops that the
situation requires. Directions for its later duties and directives for
later cooperation with the Itslians will be issued in due course.

7. Copies of plans (disposition of forces and orgenisation) as well &S I'eg;:re—
ments from the Navy and Luftwaffe should be submitted as soon as possSibiTe

April;

It is desired that the operation should start at the beginning of P

notice of the day intended for the attack is to be passed to OKH by T

signed : von Brauchitsch

Supplement 1, The Neutral Zone on the Turkish Greek frontier

The western boundary of this zone is indicated by a line running f{roP :ﬁ:t
oint where the Bulgarian, Turkish and Greek frontiers meet southwards, S°
the followWing villages are in the neutral zone:

Krios — Plati - Waltos — Ambelakia - Lagos — Thirea thence to a point betweed
the town of Dimotika (Greek side) and the railway bridge over the Kigil Streame

o Greco-Turkish frontier is then followed to a point south-east of Ferrat
and thence along the northern branch of the Maritsa to the Acgean Sea.

St;;gplement 2, Forces available

Ae Major formations

Te The following are at the disposal of the 12th Army GHQ for the attaeck
on Greece,

1. HQ Staff of XXXX Army Corps
XIV Army Corps
XVIII Army Corps
XXX Army Corps

2nd Panger Division

9th Panzer Division

60th Infantry Division (Motorised)
S8 Division "Adolf Hitler"

4th Mountain Division

5th Mountain Division

6th Mountain Division
/50th
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50th Infantry Division
12nd Infantry division
73rd Infantry Division
164th Infantry Division
125th Infantry Regiment

2, From the III Aufma¥schstaffel:

HQ Staff of L Army Corps available at first only as fer
46th Infantry Division : '
294th Infentry Division as the line Sofia - Stara Zagora,

3s As a coverihg group against Turkey the following remain for a limited
period (see paragraph II) .

HQ 8taff of XIV Army Corps
5th Panzer Division
1lth Panzer Division
II. The following will withdraw from the 12th Army force:

1, 8taff of Panzer Group 1 with headquarters troops to arrive in the
Bucharest - Piatra Olt entraining arca by 8 April,.

2. HQ Staff of XIV Army Corps with Corps and headquarters troops,
5th Panger Division and 11th Panzer Division, to arrive

in the Bucharest = Piatra Olt entraining area by
18 April, 10 .pril and 18 ipril ‘respectively.

3. SS Division "f£dolf Hitler" fo arrive in the Bucharest -
Piatre 01t entraining area by 3 iay.

. HQ Staff of XI Army Corps with Corps troops, 76th Infentry Division
end 198th Infantry Division to remain in Rumania for other .
employment,

B. GHQ troeps

Luftwaffe units to remain with the 12th Army :

Staffs of senior Luftwaffe officers with 12th Army and XXXX Army Corps

S5(H)13 with XXX Army Corps
2(H)10 with XVIIT Army Corps
L(H) 22 with XXX Army Oorps

1(H) Panzer 1) with 2nd Panzer Division
- 1{(H) Panzer 23 with 9th Panzer Division
H) 32 ' with XX Army Corps, and the L Army Corps
Light Flak Battery 76 with 2nd Panzer Division

ight Flak Battery 86 with 9th Panzer Division
Flak Battery 64 with XXX Army Corps

ak Battery 43 with XVIII Army Corps
Flak Battexry 24 with XXXX Army Corps

Flak Battery 14 at the disposal of 12th Army GHQ

‘j;LuiftWaffa wnits to be withdrawn from the 12th Army:

Staffs of senior Luftwaffe officers from Panger Group 1 and XIV irmy Corps
zing Panzer 31

Panzer 21

nt Flak Battery 84
ak Battery 71
Battery Tk
c Battery 73
¢ Battery 85
ttery 57

from XIV Army Corps

) /The
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The GHQ troops being withdrawn must arrive in the entraining area
Bucharest - Piatra 0lt by 17 ipril,

Fuehrer Headquarters,

22 March 1941
Subject: Declaration of an operational area in the Eastern Mediterrancan
l. With the commencement of hostilities against Greece the roa

Government of the German Reich will declare as an operational 2 the

the eastern iediterranean including the Aegean Sea, togetner with £

waters already closed to neutral shipping by the Italian Governmente

At the same time the German irmed Forces are authorised to carry on

unrestricted warfare against all shipping.

Excluded from this are the Turkish territorial waters, the Daraldaglﬁxls;;nse
and the Sea of iiarmora, which will continue to be open to neutr

Shipping in these waters will not be attacked.

Turkish territory must not be violated by aircraft of the Luf twaffe
except in cases of emergency.

2, When the flying units are allowed free action against targetzaig.lations
Greece on the commencement of the Marita attack, ShiPsS an,c.ltu-lztcd possage
in the Corinth Cancl must not be attacked, since tho ‘“‘ri‘;;k? is of the
of our own shipping through the canal after it has been w
utmost importance.

' signed : Keitel

Chief of Staff, OKW

prom: OKL Operations Staff gated 22 March 1941

qo:  Luftflotte 4

Provided the Reichsmarschall agroes, it is intended to reimforch

iegerkorps VIII now with Stab St.Ge.3, II/St.G.2 and III/KeGo3 o
gne formations of Fliegerfuehrer South-east will be ready %o gok: s VIII
a0ti00 in their battle area and the later withdrewal of Fliegeriorp
will Pe made easier.

Luftflotte 4 is requested o sdvise whether the additionsl accomodation

of the Geschwader Staff and the two Gruppen with Fliegérkorps
Poaslble at the moment.,

Tale‘Pﬂﬂt
prom: Luftfiotte 4
1o} OKL Operations Staff

Reinforoement of Fliegerkorps VIII by Stab St.Ge3, II/SteGe2 and
III/K°G‘50 can proceed at once, Removal of Tarogul—-Nou airfield ocan be
c;ﬂrﬁed out at once, Thence further movements will be arranged by Fliegerkorps
yIIX in direct lisison with the German Luftwaffe Mission in Rumanig.

....... e e /Fuehrer

dated 23 March 1941




Fuehrer Headquarters
24 Merch 1941
Re: Reconnaissance and atta.cks-in' the Greek territorial waters of Crete
The Fuehrer and Supreme Commander of the .rmed Forces has ordered'
reconnaissance and attacks on all navel forces (including Greek ones) in the
Greek territorial waters of Crete, effective at once,
for Chief of Staff, OKW

signed : Jodl

Fuehrer Headquarters,
25 March 1941

Subject: Capture of Lemnos by the Luftwaffe

1% is desirable that the island of Lemnos should be occupied as sarly
as possible by the Luftwaffe, The earlier the operation can be carried
out, the easier it will be,

Sinoe the German flying formations in Bulgaria must be held ready to
support the advance over the frontier, and will thus not be able to assist
.gh‘? parachute operations, the latter will have to be postponed for the time

e:mg.

The new time will be settled by 12th Army GHQ in agreement with the
appropriate Luftwaffe authorities, who have received their directive from
the Luftwaffe accordingly, Efforts are however to be made to carry out
the occupation at the earliest date on which the necessary flying forces
can be made available,

It will be advisable to reinforce the flying formetions operating
from Rumania, especially with dive-bomber units. If these forces are
withdraswn from employment in Italy, the Naples - Tripoli convoy route must
8till remain escorted,

signed : Jodl

OKW Operations Staff dated 27 March 1941

0+ - ORL Operations Stags
iy OKH Operations Stafs

§ Juehrer has decided that 12th Army GHQ, 2000Tding to the weather
"5'??-_3 on with Fliegarkbrps VIII is to decide on the mogent to comngnce
rita" attack, 1 April remaing desirable as M-Day, and the date ig
reported in advance to OKv,

/OKT,
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_OKL is to ensure that any intended attacks by Fliege:
territory do not take place before thc bommencement of the

(territorial waters of Crete excepted),

A.H.B,6 Distribution

D.S.T. (12 copies)
Chief Military Historian (2 copies)
Representative of the Australian War Memorial

riorps X on Greek
"Mrs.rita." attack
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