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SECRET Berlin, 27 March 1941

Conference on the Jugoslav situation.

Present; The Fuehrer
Reichsmarschall
Chef CKW
Chef Wr St
Gen., Lte Bodenschatz
Oberst Schmundt
Frege Kpte ve Puttkamer
Obstlt. Scherff
Ma joxr ve. Below
Ma. jor Christian

Called in later:

Ob & H

Chef Gen St 4 H
Oberst Heusinger
Obstlte. Sieverth
Reichsaussenminister
Gesandtexr Hewel
Gen.Maje ve. Waldau
Oberst Schmidt v
GennM%jo Ve Rintelen.

. Ie
The FUEHRER depicted the position in Jugoslavia since the COUP ﬁ;ﬁﬁ
ptoted that Jugoslavia was an unstable factor as regards the oominsslovenes
operation and the much later Berbarossa operaticn. The Serbs a..nd eated in
. were never friendly towards the Germans. Governments never firmly s
the 88ddle owing to recial questions and the Officers Camarilla Which =
40 coups Atetat. The country at present possessed only cne Strongtagm
gtoladinovitsch, whom Prince Regent Paul dropped to his own disadver

8
The moment both from the political and from the military Viewp:m:tiitude
gavourable for us to realise the trus position in the country end %5

towa.z'd.s us, Had the collepse cf the Government occurred during t . ous for usSe
paxbarossa cperation, the cansequences would have been much more s6Tr%

on
The Fuehrer hes decided, without waiting for any possible deolarz:; .
10y2lty frem the new Government, to make all prepareticns for a‘?strayultimat“ms
Jugeslavia both a8 e military power and as a States No demands orlav
gzhrough diplomatic channels will be made. Assurances of the Jugos notedes
government, which, however, are not to be trusted in future, will be
rhe eltack will begin as soon as suitable meens and troops are readye

- 1e°
It will be a question of dealing with the matter as quickly a8 gzszg playe
gndeadv¥ours will be made to giwve the neighbouring States a suitableag Hungary
pmilitery asgistance against Jugoslavie itself is to be asked of It bg ? o cover
and, in certain respects, of Bulgaria. Rumaniafs main tesk will S roady been
ghe Russien front. The Hungerian and Bulgarian ambassadors have &
gpnformed, A message will be sent to the Duce later in the daye

be
Politioally, it is especially importent that the blow agamcamst iﬁggiﬂfa
gtruck with inexorable severity and the militery hemmering be a to Turkey
#plits" operatione Thereby a great enough shock can be adminiawmanner. vie
ond the later cempaign against Greece be influenced in a favourable mannsde
osh Sount on the Croats coming over to our side when we attack. Appzi'noﬁt
Polit.toa,l treatment (later autonomy) will be assured thems War agatarritozd.al
Jugoslavie ocught to be popular in Italy, Hungery end Bulgeria, Bi’t’w Benat
22108 exe 4o be offered to these States, the Adriatic coast for Italy,
for Hngary, end Macedcnia for Bulgaries '

: . saible
This plan presupposes that we make all preparations as spoedily e.augo

and employ guch strong forces to ensure the collapss of Jugoslavia in
phorieat time,
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In this oconnection, the start of the Barbarossa operation will have
to be postpaned for four weeks,

Military operations are to be conducted as follows:

1. If possible an earlier start of the Marita operatiaon with obJjective
restricted to congquering Greek Thrace and the Salonica basin until
the mountainous country by Edessa has becn gained; for this out
across Jugoslav territory. .

2, A thrust from the neighbourhood south of Sofis in the direction of
Skoplje to ease the strain on the flank of the Italian frant in

3« A thrust with stronger forces from .the Sofia area in the direction of
Nis (Nish), thence towards Belgrade in cooperation with

by  the pemetration of a stronger group of Germen forccs from the Groaz ang
Klagenfurt areas in a south-easterly direction with the aim of
destroying the Jugoslav army. .

For 2, and 3. the forces of the group covering the Turkish front, Super.
fluous formotions on the southerm front and the Army rescrves arc to be
utilised, Oover towards the East must be undertoken on the one hand by
Bulgarian forcss, reinforced by a Panzer Division brought from Rt.xman:.La, anq
on the other by Rumanian forces, with whom only one Panzor Division is to
Teme:in,,

For 4. farces can'be taken from the Barbarossa Aufmarschstaffel
(acceleration of thess to take priority)e Sufficiently strong forces musy
be assigned,

The main task for the Italions will be first of all to suspend offensji vy
action against Greece, o set up adequate cover on the Jugoslav front and tq
Operats with the Army of the Po from Istria to protect the German right flany,

5.. The main task of the Luftwaffe will be to break up the Jugoslav Alr Forgg
ground organisation, commencing as early as possible, and to destroy tho
capital Belgrade in continuous attacks, and also to support the advancg

_ of the Army. For this, usc may possibly be made of the Hungorian

ground organisation.

C.in Ce .'A.my

The Puehrer*s plan of operations coinci - v
The date for starting Marita can remain the 1st April provided the weathep
is suitables It will be possible for the other striking forces to starg
botween ths 3xd and 10th April, according to how they are deployed.

des with his own deliberations,

. The question as to whether the southern attacking group, if it arriveg
quickly at its objective, is at liberty to continue with tho Marita operatign
received the Fuohrer's assent in principls, but be insisted that the operatign
doocs not get out of hand but is kept closely under control,

The Csin C. Army will submit his plans in writing by 3 a.m.

Coin C. Inftwaffe reports that air reids by Fliegerkorps VIIT from
Bulgarin Gan Btart at once, but that the Luftwaffe Wwill require 2 or 3 days
Tor hoavier flying operations, Tt is intended to bring stronger bomber
and dive-bomber foxmatians into the Vienne, Grez and Hungarian arecasSe Ir
nuceagary, units of Fliegerkorps X will be brought in from their bases in
southern Italy.

/Steps
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Steps will be taken to strengthen the anti-aircraft defonces of Vienna,
Corinthia and Styria.

The FUEHRER ordered work to begin at cnce on all preparabionse He
awaits the plans of the branches of the Armed Forces during the course of the
evening of the 27th March, General von Rintelen was ordered to come _Quring
ghe late cvening of the 27th March to collect the message and verbal directions
of the Fuehrer,

Fughrer Headquerterss
27 Maxrch 1941

Direotive No. 25

cos . . : 3 he
1. he militery coup in Jugoslavie has changed bhe political situatlel in %

palkanse Jugoslavia is to be regarded as an enemy,  Even if she Wer®
affirm her loyalty to us she would still have to be destroyed a8 quickly

possiblee

a.8

2, ‘T4 is my.inten’cion to attack Jugoslavia with a pincer movemcr.l'b movﬁstﬂhﬁ

the general direction of Belgrade and the south, one force attacking fr to

Fiume~Graz area and the other from the area around Sofia, The & is'solate
snflict o crushing defoat on the Jugoslav Armed Forces snd further to 180 e
4he southermost portion of Jugoslavio and use it as a base for con inuing
German ~ Italian offensive against Greece.

. ines
The eaTrly reopening of Danube traffic and the seizure of the copper T
at BOT are important to the woar economy.

. . he
WB. must at'bemp't'to induce Hungoxy and ’Bulgaria to p&rtic;_pate il;o;’ia.
operauons by extending to them the hope of regaining Banat and Mo.08

. ion
political promises made to the Croats will render the internal tens*

in Jugoslavia more acute.

3, My detailed orders arc as follows: ‘

(a) As soon as sufficient forces are available and the weather perwitss
a the Luftweffe is to destroy the city of Belgrade and the grouns
orgenisation of the Jugoslav Air Force by means of continuous
and night attacks.

a far as possible at approximate e time and on no account

() #Parlier,  operation "Marita i?’{;"iezaiﬁ, —ith the limited objectives
for the time being, of occupying the Salonice basin and getting 2
Foothold on the heights of Fdessa (Vodenn)s  XVILL Army Corps oe%
concentrate for this attack via Jugoslav territorye.

In order to prevent thc enomy from esteblishing en organised front
between Mount Olympus and the heights of Edessa,; we pust meke use of
any favourable opportunities which offer themselves.

) All forces still available in Bulgaria and Rumanis may be utilised for
() *ine attacks which are o be launched toward the north-west from tho
region around Sofia, end toward the west from the region of Kynstendil =
Gorna Dzhumaya, except thot a foros of the approximate size of a
division ('.Ln addition to air defence foroes) must remain for the
protection of the Rumanian oil fields.

/For
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Far the time being, the protection of the Turkish frontier is to be

left to the Bulgarians. A Germaen formation, a Panzer division if-
possible, is to be kept in readiness behind them a8 a reserve,

() The attack coming from the general direction of Graz and moving
southeagtward is to be launched as socn as the necessary forces have .

been assembled, . The decision as to whether Hungarisn soil will be
Esed for the push againat the Jugoslav frontier will be left to the
A\ IYOY o i

Defencs measurse on the Jugoslav frontier are to be intensified at

Iuportant points may be seized on the Jugoslav side of the frontier
Just aa on the Bulgarian side, even before the general attack begins,
These acticns should be timed to coincide with the air attack on

Belgrade,

‘(@’)W Two attack groups of the 1uftwaffe sre to support the operations of
the 12th Army and those of the new striking force to be formed
in the Graz area, concentrating these forces according to the
progress of the Army operations. The Hungarian ground organisation
can be utilised for assembly and for the actunl operation. .

It i3 to be investigated whether Fliecgerkorps X should be employed,
based on Itelien territory. However, escort of transports to
Africe must be assured, i

| Preparations for the occupation of Iemnos island are to continue;
however, it should not be executed until I issue the orders

Adequate anti-aircraft protection is to be provided for Graz,
Klagenfurt, Villach, Leoben and Viennae

4% pagic agreements with Italy will be reached by the Armed Forces High
Command in the imitial stages.

i The Army is to provide lisison staffs for the Italian 2nd Army and
f_c'r Hungaxy.

The Iaftwaffe is empowered to reach agreements at the present time
with the Italien and Hungarian Alxr Foroes concerning borders of the air
operation arsas. Preparations can be made at once to set aside the

. Supplies for the Hungarlan ground orgenisatione

3s The Commanders=in=Chief will report to me through OKW concerning
‘ the planned operations and the related command questions,

signed: Adolf Hitler

Berlin, Tirpitzufer 72-76
28 March 1941

. To: . 2nd jixmy H.Q.
“. Panger Group 1
Por Ainformation of:
 OKH (with extra copies for Genst a H/Heerwesensbt. and Genst
a H/Gen Qu)o

/Reioch
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Reich Minister for Air and C.in C. Luftwaffe
ORM.
L.
NV,

Directions concerning Propagenda policy in Jugoslevia.

1o The final and complete propagenda policy to be directed ageinst fore
Jugoslavia cannot yet be given, since it is quite possible that ever be
the outbreak of hostilities the next few days may furnish us with a
particularly effective line of propagande.,

Ve
Additions to the propagenda lines laid down below may therefore follo
In principle it can now be said:

(a) the sole enemy of Germany is the Serbian Government who vast
service has unleashed ‘the war agsinst Germany in spite of the :
concessions and comprehensive guarantees that Germeny
State of Jugoslavia.

(b) Since the Serbiens, in contrest with the non-Serbian peoPle® 3f an
" Jugoslavia, especially the Croats and Macedonians, have 88 G'Ee)ma.n
insolent dictatorship, these latter are to be told that tho the Croats
Armed Forces are not coming, into the country as enemi®® @ "gorces
Bosnians and Mocedonians. On the contrary, the German Zby
want to save them from pointless slaughter on the battlefiel ghould the
Serbian chauvinists in the interests of Britain. HoweVeX's offer
non=Serbians under the influence of Anglo-Serbian prOPagandaay this
resistance, the German Armed Forces will be compelled to brea®
resistance wherever it is encountered,
' rigours
(o) The German Armed Foroes will be compelled to punish with the fulltakins
of Military Law all who attempt by cspionage end saboteg® or g Forces
up arms contrary to Intermational ILaw to harm the Germen bxme
and thereby help our enemy, Great Britain,

2, A1l propaganda units are authorised to make war reports of ﬁllf
soon a8 hostilities against Jugoslavia start. Lbove all, it 18 O; a8 qu-;ckly
highast'importance that the first reports an the campaign reach OKW
as quﬁlbleo

3. The Proprganda Liaison Offices already set up by the OKW
Sofia Will cantinue to function. A further Propagonde Liaisdn 4o arren
set upP at once in Graz. It is the duty of the Proprganda units on
for the conveyance of dispatches from the unit to the nearest Pr°P§§r1in- In

platoon to pass on reports from the Propagande Liaison offices 10 -1s0 to be

addition direct couriser services of the Army and the Tuftweffe are

made use Of as far as possible for corrying dispatches.

ugh verbal

be All available telephone circuits are to be used to pass thro 1ephoned

3 ] Line Te

ortss e8pecially from the Propaganda Liaison Offices to Ber "

f.z‘gorts are however to be confirmed in writing at ths earlicst oppouca'ttmi Y s
at the same time pointing out that they have already been telephonede

yisnna and Graz are available as tronsmission points for redio reportse

Se grom the commencement >f the campaign, the method 9:1& exten: Ogt::: u:z
of pll ProPagenda meens in order %o attain a definite militory oble s
1ogt to the Armies and Panger Group 1.

/fhere

SECRET




SECRET
- 6 -

Where propaganda texts contain anything more than purely tactical
metters governed by place and situation, they must in every caese conform %o
the proprgenda lines laid down in paragraph 1.

6. The dropping of leaflets for the Jugoslav troops and population by the
Iuftwaffe will be authorised direct by OKW if necessary.

Te It would be edvantegeous were the Armies to prepare posters addressed
to the population, conforming in. substance with the propaganda policy
mentioned in paragraph 1 and suited to their various districts; these can,
furthermorve, contain in the briefest form the most important orders from the
C.in 0. to the population,

In addition to German, thesc posters are to be published only in the
Serbian, Oroat, Slovene and Macedonian languagese "

8. Loudspeakers are to be employed, not only as the situation requires for
propagaiida werfere against the enemy, but also for influencing the populationg
of the ocoupied districts by means of propaganda. Method and extent of

such employméent is left to the Armies and Panzer Group 1.

Toxts used over loud speakers are to conform to the propaganda lines
laid down in paragraph 1, '

9o OKW will send pemphlets about the State of Jugoslavia and directions fop
. ths behaviour of the Gérman troops in Jugoslavia to the Armies, etce

The pamphlets are to be distributed down to division level in addition

to Propaganda units, and the instructions therein down to company level
includive.

10,  peliveries of home newspapers, information for the troops, ctc. and the
supply of other welfars material of all kinds will be effectcd through the
Armaed Forces Propaganda Depertment!s branch office in Viennas

11,  Wherever it is possible to keep & check on the press in the occupied
perts of Jugoslavia, publication may continue subject to German censorship,

This applies especially to Croatisa. The main duty of the censorship ig
to ensure that reports and comments are in no way detrimental to German
intorests. It is to be impressed upon the Press .that their main duty jg

to exeroise a calming influence on the population.

Where it is not possible $o0 cantrol the press, the publication of

“newspapers and periodicals and the functioning of Jugoslav News Offices arg
. to ba suspended,

124 It is of partiocular importance to capture undamaged the Jugoslav

. Broadeasting Stations. As soon as oomplete censorship of a station hag
beén assured, breadcasts are to be resumed on a limited socale. Suitablg
annduncements are to be made, repeatedly warning the population ageinst
. participation in the fighting and exhorting them to maintain quiet and ordoy,

Nows for the Broadeasting Statlions is to be supplied by the Germen Newg
Service recaiving stations set up for that purpose by the Propaganda units,

signed: Keitel

Chief of Staff, OKW

/Fushrep
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Fuehrer Headquarters,
29 March 1941

Special Orders relating to Directive 25,

(Operation Twentyfive)

I. Operational zone and executive

ng to an opcrational zone

1. In Carinthia and Styria the authority app ;yiaintenance will come into

of the Armed Forces and the regulations for itsm
force with immediate effect, &
] erational zone will no
A declaration that this district is a0 hof-j_sed by the Fuehrer's
be issued. On the contrary, the Ob @ H is aat 3 ordérs for the execution
decree of 29 March 1941, to issue the mcess%gytroops' 1 may delegete
of his military task and for the protection of guch orders will take
this authority to the C.in C's of thc A-I'm:‘-‘fs's ;gsued by the civil
priority over all other duties and instruction
authorities, : -
. .4 down in Special OTdC
2, The regulations for Rumania and Bulgaris laldngvmregulations laid down
No.? relating to Direcctive 20 remain in force.
for Bulgaria will be similarly applicd to Hungarye o
_ 4 of the operatd
3 The part of Jugoslavia to be occupied as & resul The Ob 4 H has

ons Of_
authorlty

; . ig
the German troops will be an Army operational Zonefs empowerced o0 pass thi
to exercise exscutive powers in this district and
authority on to the C.in C's of the Armies. o4 by

. areas occuplt
It is imperative that raw materials found in the
German troops are quickly seized and guarded. 4hrough the
T
the ob d I{ 1
Further direotions on this point will be sent to
Commissioners for the Four Year Plan,
II, Traific of persons, goods and communications. L1ities
: ) t of hostl
1, The following is to be carried out on the commencame”
and the Luftwaffe raid: 1uding
tions (inci
(a) An embargo on traffic of persoms, goods and c:olllm‘;‘m'c’a Thie embal 20
railway traffic) over the German-Jugoslav frnﬂtwrimg-distanoe
will be leid on by OKH, with the exccption of M ~Zrpehmv). A7
telegraph cirocuit, which will be interrupted by 0 on the Danubé in
embargo has already been placed on Gorman shipping
the area of Jugoslavia,
s traffio

tion

(b) - Independently of paragraph (), an embargo on.oomﬂéuh;’i;“;mpied arcésSe
from Germany to all foreign countries including, cooperation with

To be carried out by OKW (Ausl/Abw Department) iP

the Foreign Office,

ce will
b, ot Ao/ Dopurtuans) i ssporssion it s ZeEe, 07010 1
cause preparaticns to be mede for o frontier embargo B;Lm. Th their frontiers
1a) o e e Y oy Mmgary, Rumania ond Bulg&rl&co&e-word at short
with Jugoslavia in such a way that it can be imposed by & SO ven for
notice and ensuring the element of surprise. Authoritywﬁl gae-bermine he
discussions about this with these countries and OKW/WFSt
moment that the code~word is to be sent oute
R : ons
OKW (Ausl/Abw Department) will cauge the embarge of 20::13::1::;:12{;11‘0 the
mentioned in 1(b) to be raiscd as soon as possibles A e o L ontions
Augl/Abw Department must ensure that until further notice ifimmwoally]
ombargo cen be reimposed from 2000 hours to 0700 hours on Speo
determined days. /34
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3 4fter the entry into Jugoslavia, the embargo on the German~Jugoslav
frontier will remain in force for all non=-military traffic of persons,
gcods and communications,

The frontier embargo will extend to lcading personalitics and members of
the Supreme Reich Authority and Party offices. OKW/WFSt will inform the
Supreme Reich Authority and Party offices accordingly at the right time.
Execptions to this embargo will be decided by the Ob d H and Headguarters
authorised by him,

Applications for entry pemits are to be made exclusively to C.in C,
Army, :

III. Prisoners-of-war.

The evadustion of prisoners taken by the Goermen troops in the operaticnaj
zone . of the 2nd Army H,Q. will be effected by OKH as far as the German- -
Jugoslav or Germen-Hungarien frontiers, where it will bc taken over by the Ogw
(POW Dept).  The permanent cemps t be set up by the OKW(POW Dept) in
Wehrkreis XVII (Vienna) are to be ready to receive prisoners by the beginning
of the operations, OKH (Chief of armements and Replacement Army) will arrange
for the necsssary rations to be available in Wehrkreis XVII,

Priscners teken by the Germen troops in the operational zone of 12th Arpy
will remain to begin with in the custody of 12th irmy H.Q. OKH will make
arrangements for their further evacuation with OKW (POW Dept)e A

IV, Propaganda

1, To carry out propagends duties Propaganda Company 649 will romain undsp
the command of 2nd Army H.Q. Propegenda Company 690 undor 12th Amy H.Q., apg
4ir War Reporting Company 8 under Fliegerkorps VIII.  Panzer Propoaganda
Company 691 will be transferred and attached to Panzer Group 1.

2. For the attainment of a definite tactical objective the method and exteny
of the employment of all propagande means will be left to Army H.Q. and Othop
H.Q.s,

3e OKW will set up propaganda liaison offices in Graz, Sofia and Buchsu-est.
411 propagenda units will at all times despatch their news reports to the
nearest Propaganda Liaison Office.

In order to accelerate by all means the despatch of reports to the reoap
the iroy and other Headgquarters will take all steps to allow the use of thei;\
despatch and commmications services, including courier aircrafts

Ly Instructional pamphlets on Jugoslavia, which are to be issucd down to
divieicnal level, in addition to Propaganda units, as well as directions fopn
the bohaviour of the German troops in Jugoslavia, which are to be distributad
down to company level, will be sent by OKW to the Army and other Headquartgpg
di-rec‘ﬁ.

Ba The supply of all kinds of welfars material for the troops will be magg
through the branch office of the Armed Forces Proprganda Department in Vienna..

V. War Economy,.

The liaison etaffs and teohnical units necessary to start up at an eap
moment all inatallations, importent to the war economy (bauxite and copper
m.‘l.nes-) and publio utilities will be transferred to the Army gommends by OKW
(Eccnomics and Armements Department).

signed: Keitel
Chief of Staff, OKW

/OKH
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OKH H.Q.
30 Merch 1941.

Assembly instructions for "Operation 25"
and additional directive for '"Marita

. d
1, As a result of the change in the politiocal situation in the Balkans cause
by the military coup in Jugoslavia, Jugoslavia is to be regarded as an enemy
even if she affirms her loyalty.

The Fuehrer and Supreme Commander has therefore decided to destroy
Jugoslaiva as quickly as possible,

The operation will be known under the code-name "Operation 25"s

2, The OKH plans to attack Jugoslavia by means of a pincer movement from the
Klagenfurt ~ Graz district and around Nagy Kanizse on the one hand (2na Army)
and from the district around Sofia on the other (12th Ammy) in the general -
direction of Belgrade and southwards and to engage and destroy the J‘?5081av
armed forces, Furthermorc to occupy the scuthern part of Jugoslavis as soon a
as possible so as to establish a link wifiOthe Italian Army Group in Albania 2n
40 use it as a base for the continuation Rffthe German~Italian offensive
ageinst Greece, - '

The early opening up of traffic on the Danube and the occupation of the
copper mines at Bor (near Krivelj) arc importent to the wer economye

%» 3, Enemy position

Defonsive action by the enemy is’to be expected innorthern Jugoslaviae
Racial differences may cause the Jugoslav Commend to restrict defence tf’ the
gerbian districts, In which case a large number of delaying obstructionsg
are to be expected in the Slovene and Croat. parts of the countrye

In southern Jugoslavis it must be assumed that the enemy will defend ltmis
gastern frontier by copious use of obstructions and will at the sane tl_m; rys
to clear his rear by invading Albania in collusion with the Anglo-Greck 1OTcGSe

When the Greman attack has split the Jugoslav defcnce by seizing the ma;.n
conneoting roeds, it is to be expected that the Jugoslav troops will put up
tough resistance and fight resolutely in the mountainous country &5.101"8 as
they have ammunition and food. Racial questions may play a decisive part in
the duration and toughness of such resistance.. :

Por deteils of the enemy position see supplement 1,

Lo The rest of the orders issued for the operation against Greece remoin i.n _
force, including those for the seizure of the islands in the northerm Aegean
the Fuehror himself, towever, will issue the order to takc the island of
1£mMNo8, Defence on the Turkish frontier is to be left to the Bulgariens for
the time being. One Penzer Division is to'be available as supporte

Time schedule for the operations

e
On the 5th April, as soon as sufficient Luftwaffe forces are ready end

gho weather permits, attack by the ILuftwaffe on the Jugoslav ground organisation
and on Belgrade by continuous day and night attacks,

Simultancously, on no account earlier, commencoment of the attack by the
412th Army (exzcept the northern group, Panzer Group 1) on Jugoslavia and Grecvce,

hrrangements ere ta be madc so that, in the event of unfavourablo weather,

the Army Commend ocaen postpane the atback up to ten hours beforg tho scheduled
ptexrt of the air raids. P
L]
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6, Cooperation by other States : N

(a) Cooperation by the Italians

The Italian 2nd Army drawn up cast of Tricste will have to tie wp the

! enemy forcses in front of it. It will then link up with the advance
! of the 2nd Army in a general south-sasterly dircction, as soon as the
i advance of the 2nd Army has shaken the ranks of the enemy opposing the
i Italian 2nd Army. A demarcation line will then be laid down,

On the Greco=Albanian front the Italions will go over to the defensive,
: and will block and defcnd the fronitier at the most important croesing
' points from Albania to Jugoslavie near Scutari, Kukes, Deber and Struga.

Liaison officers are to be appdinted:

by the 12th Army to the Italian Army Group in Albania (order already

issued), ,
by the 2nd Army to the Italien 2nd Army (order follows).

(b) Cooperation by Hungary

HMgary will teke part in the operations gainst Jugoslavia and will
advance into the district north of the Save and Danube as far as the
conflusnce of the Theiss (Tisa) and the Danube.

To this end the Royal Hungarisn Army Command plans to have the following
ready on the frantier by approximately the 14th April:

In the district west of the Danube - the 3rd Army with 3 brigades to
begin with;

In the district between the Danube and the Theiss - the 2nd Army
with 12 brigades;

Bast of the Theiss (Tisa) under the 2nd Army - 1 brigade.

For the farthcoming operation the Royal Hungarian Army Command has plaggq

itself under the command of the OKH, OKH will despatch a fully
authorised officer of the General Staff as liaison officer with the

Royal Hungarien Axmy Command.
Demarcation lines

(-'°) of Rumanian cooperation

Aotive participation by Rumania in the move against Jugoslaviae is not
axpected, Nevertheless,the Rumanians will cstablish reinforced
frantier patrols along her frontier. Rumania's main task continueg -
to be dsfensive cover against Russia.

{4) of Bulgarian cocoperation

In cage Bulgarlan force tekes an active part in the move against
Jugoslavia, AOK12 is to meke any necessary arrangements for this with
the Bulgarien Army Command. Any Bulgarian forces cmployed againat
Jugosilavia are to come under the comwend of the German headquarters,

7+ Gocperation by the Luftwaffe

Air raids are not to be made on Croatia, but units of Jugnslav troops

in this area oan be regarded as targets.

12th Army H.Q. ave direoted to cooporate with Fliegerkorps VIII and
2nd Army H,Q. with Imftflotte L.

.. Celn 0, Luftwaffe will ensure adequate anti-aixcraft protection for
Grez, Klagenfurt, Villach and Ieoben as well as for Vienna,

signed: von Brauchitsch
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Supplement No. 1 to Assembly instruction for Operation 25

30 March 1941

Details of the enemy position

1, Total strength
- ;1isation:
Jugnslavia has the foll-wing forces available aftor & gencral mobiliss

24 infantry divisions, of which 11 are reserve divisicnsSe
20 infentry brigades gregular and reserve troops mixed)s
3 cavalry divisions (regular),

3 cavalry brigades (recserves),

1 fortress division (Kotor = Cattaro),

1 £ortress brigade (Sibcnik),

In adition the follwing units are established.

about 20 battali-ns of garrison tronps for the fortificaticns on
the northern frontier (German and Hungary).
10 regiments of frontier guards.

Jugoslavia has no major motorised or tank formations.
The forces are assembled in Armies (1st, 5th and Coastal Army)e

A 7th Army is being forced on the northern frontiers

‘ the
At proscnt all regular formations are fully mobile, the bulk of

reserve formations are still in process of formation .

General mobilisation was publicly snnownced over the radio on the
28 March.

ille
Attention should be paid to the preparati ms for carrying on gue;‘;i'-nl, been
warfares The Jugoslav Defence Units (Sokols, Chetniks, and othezﬁ)wapons
specially trained for this. They have already been equipped wi
(ae infantry, but without heavy weapms).

2, Fighting quality of the enemy

hexr
Praining is backward. Ficld training and coordma tion of ﬂ"gieager_ifw
“Jevels in particular have becn ncglected. The best troined arec
mountain troops. .

al
The corps of Officers is composcd of over-age Staff Generals, abﬁzn::;'th
gtaff laid out on French lincs, with undoubtedly talented gnldiers,
badly treined regimental officers.

The men are good individual fighters. They are brave, tough and modest,
bat vulnerable to modern heavy weepons and air attacks.

The Air Force is still but little developed (at present there are 502
gperational and 700 obsolete machines),. There im only a smell numbexr o
bomber formations,

To sum up it can be stated that the Jugoslav army is, at best, only in &
position to carry an offensive warfare apgainst an equal opponente

The Jugoslav and especielly the Serbian soldier will fight bravely and
oftcn stand wp to sovere hand to hand fightinge.

The Jugoslav army will bhowever soon be ovorocomno whon opposed by Gorwan
traopse /Supplemont
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Supplement No.2 to Assembly Instructions for "Operaticn 25"

Summary of Forces

Panzer Group 1.
HQ Staff to XIV Army Corps motorised,
i 1 m-x n " "

" " XVIII Mountain Corps.

2nd, 5th, 9th, 11th and 16th Panzer Divisions,

60th and §3 "Reich" motorised Divisions.

kbth, 50th, 72nd, 73rd, 76th, 164th, 198th and 294th Infantry
Divisions.

4th, 5th and 6th Mountain Divisions,

Infantry Regiment "Gross Deutachland",

33 "Adolf Hitler" Division,

Infantry Regiment 125,

"Hermann Goering" Regiment .

and Bulgarian formations.

HQ Staff OVI Army Corps motorised
L) " (] "

1" n I " " (+)

! " XYXXTX Mountain Corps.

8th and 14th Penzer Divisions,

16th motorised Division. ‘

79th (+), 125th (+), 132nd, 169th (+), 183rd and 197th (+) Infantry
Divisions,

18t Mountain Division.

(+) Trenslator's note: these presumably comprised the General von Briesen
Oorps, designed as a reserve, which did not arrive in the assembly
ares in time and took no part.)

\-O—-

Fuehrer Headquarters,
31 March 1941

C.in C. Arwy, Operations Staff.
Celn Cs Luftwaffe Operations Staff.

The Fuohrer has ordered the following:
1. The provisicnal time-table for the Balkan operation is as follows:

5%h April; "Marita® a‘hta.okék 13
itk owards SkoplJe,
E:?azz 'gy tho Duftwaffe with all suiteble forces on the

oslav ground orgenisation and on Belgrade.
%ﬁma of ﬁtack to be determined by Cein C. Iuftwaffo)e

8th : towards Nishe .
12th f{gﬁi. %‘Erm;gt fyom the Graz region with the forces then available,

2 The j rtoan’ thrusting towards Skoplje in ordsr torclieove quickly
the Ituiﬁpgaam;gﬁ:ﬁk in Albanie ~ and also to provide cover for its
northurn flank - is to be reinforced. (88 "Adolf Hitler" Division, whose
later cuployment with Panzer Group 1 may be decided 1ater),

/3¢
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3e The 22nd (Iuftlande) Division will be temporarily seccnded to the Army

to reinforce the group thrusting towards Nish. Transfer to be arranged by
Ce in C. Luftwaffe. Details to be settled between the High Commandse

Le All steps é.re to be taken to strengthen the measures for proteoting the
Danube against sinking of shipping, drift-mines, etc, The forces of our ven
allies arc to be utilised to this end, as required. Directions will be BY

as to the possibility of seizing important points at the start of the operationse

For Chief of Staff, OKW
signed: Warliment,

o e R red T .l
Soeraid “endiurt, Rome
2 April 1941
To: OKL Operations Starff
Re: Study of Jugoslavia,
pricolo

The more important contents of the outline signed by Genc‘lr'«?ﬂﬁbe’SE
on the 29th karch:

1e Contains prercquisites.,.
2. Theatres of war, I gl (B pommameip e s
3 Remarks concerning deployment.

. . . . between
L Demarcation line according to G,neral Mattel as reported 11 it(a).rllk 1ine

*Iteluft end C.in C. Luftwaffe top scoret of 29 March and domarcs® %1 bop
according to Gencralebemsé Pricolo as reported in teleprint Nr 1507
gecret of 31 March 1941,

both
The district betwesn the two demarcation lines may be attacked bY
air forces.

Greeoe and

5 Starting situation: The idea is to separate Jugoslavia 811 jr Force has

d
® thus break Jugoslavien resistance and then Groek. The Italian &
the following main tasks:

(2) to attack the cnemy air force ond ground organisation within its
oporational sector,

(b) to attack naval basca in Dalmatia and Jugoslav or any British navel
units in the Adriatic, . pﬁ_Mng oatd

(e) to support the ground campaign first in the defensive end later in"ths
offensive phase, In Croatia and Dalmetia attacks on dwe 11ing~houses
and oivilian population must be avoided in all circumstanceSe
Bowdk Squmada. - 4 bho
6o Taetfrorte—: will attack land and seo targets betwcen Tarviso aXn
1ine Pescera — Spalatq (Split)(excluding this)e
, otte—h will attack
(a) land and ses. targets between the Pescara=Spalato line and the
Albanian frontier,

(b) targets around the borders of Albania from the seo to the Greek
ontier. (Iatter in cooperation with the Air Force in Albenia.)

and the Air Forcc ih ilbania will also continue the campaign

against Greece as the situation demands, aocording to orders from the
guperaerio and the requirements of the High Command in Albania.

/e

SECIGET



SECRET

- e —

7e Direction: Ccnsidering the defensive operations of the Army and the
position of Ttaly which lies in its whole extent within the range of the
enemy air force, the first job will be to attack the enemy air force end its
ground organisation, On X~Day all available ajrcraft are to be u-.blln.sed,
preferably for two or three sorties, with the purpcse of destroying the
enemy air farce and preventing the British from using Jugoslav aerodromes,

Endeavours are to be made for continuous employment of the fighter

formations in low=level attacks on airficlds. It is, furthermore, important
that tlp enemy naval forces arc disabled and the usc of their bases by the

British prevented,

Detailed tasks for

X-Day-1: Photo-reconnaissance over the naval bases on the Dalmatien coast,

X-Day: Bomb and machine-gun attacks on enemy ground organisations;

' bombing reid on Sebenico (Sibenik) naval base; fighter cover

_ over Venlce, Trieste and Pola; cover if necessary for own land
“ porcos. , '

X plus 1 and following days: Repotition of these attacks and extension
to nowly ordered targetse

Lubisiobbost, Mn . Sepuodosy -

X-Day minug 1: Photo-mcmnaissapcé over naval bases Spalato (Split)
‘and Cattaro (Kotor).

X=-Dry: Bomb end machine-gun ebtacks on ground organisations; bombing
T attacks on naval bases Spalato and possibre~@nttaro; in
cooperation with the Navy scek out and attack enemy surface
and submarine forces; support of the Army on the Albanien
front, eapecially in the Scutari sector; fighter cover over
Bari, Brindisi and Taranto.

X plus 1 and following days; repetition of these attacks and extension o
' " newly ordered targcts. ’

.

Air Porcs :’m f;lbania.

X-Day and fcllowing days: Bombing raids on airfields along the frontier;
fighter cover over Tirana, Durazzo and Valona; support far the
_Army, especially in the Scutexri sector,

-

e e e i m— i

will arrangs night fighter patrols over Goerz (Gorizia),
Ronchi, Treviso and Bologna. .

* Additions by Cuin 0. Luftwaffein Italy

‘ L e ds psgpe dan
1. Reilways, canstruction works (bridges, dams etc), traffir ‘
will not be attaoked in accordance with German wishes -

: O brchoe D 00 s ey "
4 Coneral Mattei promised to make the desired attacks on seaplane~beSes .

3e Question of the dsmarcotion line not yet quite settled, since General
Pricolo considers it possible that attacks may be made from the neighbour-
_ hood of Laibach (LJublijana) and the area south of the Save and west of the
~ Vrbas rivor aguinat Venioce, Pola and Trieste, and from Mostar against Ancona
and wishes to retain freedom of action against theso. Fresh interview
nbout to take place, B e AL )

SHORET
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The thef of the German Liaison Staff with the Rome,
Italian Army., (Militery Attaché, Rome) 2 ppril 1941

 Gemeral Roatta made the following statement to me on 1 April concerning
the intended deployment of the reinforcements for the 2nd (Ltalian) Army on
the Julian front,

3 bis) which are 8%
g off
ind

“The five divisions and Alpine groups (Alpine Division
present on thc Jugoslav fronticr have to begin with the task of wardin
any attack that may take place. The reinforcements will be deployed beh
the intended break-through point in the neighbourhood of Montc NevosO .
(Schneeberg). So far, the Littorio, Pasubio and 1 mobile Divisions are being
moved in as the first wave; all movements should be completed by 15 Aprile
In addition, fifteen ficld artillery Batteries (Abteiling) will be dﬁpl°y°db
at the break-through point, whose co-ordinated employment will be directed bY
Inspector General of Artillery Fautillii, ’

We will be ready to attack on the 15th; if the Germen Army at Graz %Oos
:nheofllszﬁe 12th, the pressure on the Jugoslav front will make itself felt BY

[ ]

' . 88
With our small supplies of ammunition that is essential, since otherv
we could hardly be successful.
As Chief of the Army General Steff only the 2nd Army will be uni‘;r uﬁﬁor

commend, Wwhilst the Army Group in Albania will continue to be direct 7 tho
the command of the Armed Forces General Staff. So with the start ©
operation I shall move to the Julian front.

In ?‘dditim‘s the Marche Division is to be transferred to the axmy GrouP
in Albania.

signed: von Rintelen,

S e e —

12th Army Headquerterss
2 April 1941

Army Order No.k

jsion to

1. Developments in the political situation have led to the dec
to.neouslyﬂ

smash Jugoslavia, The attack on Greecc will be carried out simul

Rumanian

2, The attack on Jugoslavia will be made from the Bulgarion and Hungarien

region 212“1 Army) and from the south-east German and neighbouring
region (2nd Army{.

'J.’l}e co-operation of Italian and Hungarian forces has not yet becn
clarified. .

3. Ene
8. Gregcoe

ThB.Greeks relying on British and Jugoslav support will probably put up
a determined resistence to the German attaok.

The first defence in any strength is to be oxpected along the river Mesta
(Nestos) and in the line of fortifications (Mo texes Line) which has been
oxtended 28 far asg the Bulgarian fronticr.

/A
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A withdrawal sector by sector from Eastern Macedonia in a south-westerly
direction a;ipears-'bo be planned. At the same time stubborn resistence is to
be expsoted on the river Strymon, with finally a determined defence in the
208itions occupied, together with British troops, on the forward slopes of the
Wountains on the general line: .

Kaimakchalan - Edessae - Veria = Katerinie

Greek forces ' .l - ;
There sre 4 divisions (18th, 12th, 7th, 14th) in the Metexas Line,

About 2 divisions and 1 newly-formed mobile brigade ere assumed to be in
the area north and north-east of Salonica, parts of these being along the

river Strymon,
Papts. of one resarve division bave been reported in the Edessa - Katerinj
arsa, ' '

- 15 Greek divisions are tied down on the Albanian front. 2 reserve
Qivisions are being formed (Athens and the Pelopcnnese), and the formation of
2 more veserve divisions in southern Greece is reported.

British foress

The forward elements of about 3 motorised divisions, :'!.ncluding pr9’bably
& armeured division, heve reached the Veria - Edessa region; the main body
is assembled in the Keterini - Kozeni ~ Larissa area; some units are still in
4thens, where further troop disembarkaticns are reported.

The strength of the forces on the islends is not lnown.  The occupation
of Thasos,, Lemgms end Lesbos is confirmed; it has not been established
whether bases have beon canstructed.

b Jugeslavia

Jugoslavie will probably make every effort to prevent a German break-
through to the Italien front in Albania and to maintain contact with the
Anglo=Greek forces,

hccordingly Units with a preponderance of regular soldiers have been
é8zembled in aouth east Jugoslavia, who will doubtless fight stubbornly fropm
the beginning snd will meke their final determined stand behind the Morave
and Vardar, Purthermore, it must be taken into account that Jugoslav
forees,, possibly reinforced by British motoriced units, will advence towardg
Albania on the flenk end in tho rear of the Italians.

Full mobilisation is to be comploted by the 3rd April,  Since the 3rq
and 5th Armmics wore mobilised earlier, they must be considered fully
Propared, .

To the - I . a: at least one brigade of cavalry, one
hoavy artillemr‘;r ﬂﬁf;vemgeﬁgea%ﬁk battallon. The transfer to the south
of ‘one division frow the Drinske (1st Army), one from the Suma (near
Majdenpek - 5th Army) and one from the Timok (5th Army) is reported but not
yot confirmed, At the most, therefore, the 3rd Army (Southern Serbia)
hs at ite disposal at the moment:

3 infantry divieions ) - & total of sbout 271 regiments mostly
5 mixed brigsdes 3 rogular txroopsS.

togother with 1 cavalry brigeds

1 tank battalion ke

SECRET
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The 5th Army consists approximately of

5 infantry divisions
1 cavalry divisicn
1 tank battalion

Field positions are under construction on the Bulgarian and R“magiﬂg of
frontiers, Mines and road blocks must be expected in the ne:.;_ghbour °
the frontier. Mineficlds are reported on the Rumenian frontieTe

c. Air Force

(a) Greece
; has
the mainlend
o out 220 aircrafte

ally Crete,

No appreciable reinforcement of the British Air PForce
been established, This is estimated at the moment &t about
The strength of the British Air Force on the islends, ©8Pec
is not known,

(v) Jugoslavia

The Jugoslav Air Force is remarkably good. Its widely SPTC ?d’o:aail to
trained ground organisation and the many airfields at it8 @:1!‘;51: Pea;"
which it moved its flying formations some time ago, meke? * PThey fly
remotely possible to destroy the Air Force on the first day.

German, Jugoslav and Russien types of aircraft,
: Tom

In general in the mountainous and rugged country low-level attacks £

the air are to be expected.

d. Turkey
) . . 1€ e
Active intervention by Turkey from Thrace appears highly 1MP rwg:itish
The forces there (some 28 divisions) are unchanged, Appearance of
troops so far not confirmed.
Jugoslav=

ko The 12th Army will make a surprise attack on X-Day over the the
Bulgerian frontier from Kynstendil to west of Petrich as well 88 ovexr gerbia
Greek - Bulgarian frontier and will smash the enemy forces in gouther? as
and Greek Thrace. The objective of this attack is to thrust through o the
gwiftly as possible as far as the Albanian frontier west of Skopll®s on;f the
vardar to Edessa and Veria, towards Saelonica and to the northern coast
Acgean Sea, SO as to pave the way for the final destruction of the then
separated Jugoslav and Greco-British enemy forces,

It will be the further task of the 12th Army to break through Withtg:rting
pincer movement in the general direction of Belgrade, Panzer GTOup 18 S in
on B=Dey from the area northwest of Sofis and from the western end of Rum
(neighbourhood of Temesvar (Timisoa.ra) on C-Day, so as to rout the eneiy iy
forces at Nish and Krusevac as well as those north-eagt of Belgrades swiltly
oocupy the Serbian capital and open up for Germen usé the railway and roads
Belgrade — Nish - Sofia and the Danube.

5¢ For the operation I order the following:-
(a) On X-Day XXXX .rmy Corps will 1m2KG a Surprisc break out of the area around
Kynstendil - Gorna Djumaye ond thrust through via Kumenovo and Stip

towards Skoplje, with the axis of attack along the Kynstendil - Skopl je
road.

/At
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At the same time the Serbian formations in the Kumanovo -~ Skoplje ~
Stip area are to be quickly defeated by concentrating forces,
Skoplje is to be quickly occupied and finally they are without
delay to push on further, as far as the Albenian frontier in the
general direction of Prizren and Tetovo, so as to eliminate in
good time any effects of Jugoslav army elements on the northern
wing of the Italian front in Albania, -

Precautions against a threat to the twoopen flanks will be taken
from the outset, by depth in attack and by active reconnaissance,

How far YXXX Army Corps cen be later brought in for the operation
ageinst Greece will depend on the development of the situaticn,

On X=Day XVIII Army Corps will open up the Roupel Pass by surprise,
and by a heavy concentration of its forces on the western flank
will destroy the Greek frontier defences and advence as swiftly as
possible, with fastmoving forces (2nd Panzer Division, etc) driving
west of Lake Doiran, to Salonica as well as over the Varder to
Edessa (concentration of attack at this point) and Veria. It is
essential to cover the flank in the Stip direction.

Advantage is to be teken of every opportunity to prevent the planneqd
setting up of an Anglo-Greek front between Mount Olympus and the
high ground at Edessa,

The 72nd Divieion is to lawnch an attack on Seres (Serrai) so as to-
force a quick crossing of the Strymon and to protect the fiank and
rear; units of this division are to drive on to Drama and Kavella,

The £iret task of XXX Army Corps is to push through_as swiftly as
possible cn X-Day to Xenthi end Guuuljina (Komotini) and by driving
forwerd with motorised forces to seize and secure the orts of
Kara Agach (Pto Legos) and Dede Agech (Alexandroupolis) without
dalay.

Finally XEX Army Corps without forther deley is to force a crossing
of the Mesta (R. Nestos) with closcly concentrated forces and attack
Salonica by way of Kavalla,

The demarcatick line on the murkish-Greek frontier must not be
orossed by Gexman troops without orders from H.Q. 12th Arwmy
(See Army Order No.3).

Bulgarian troops are forbidden to enter the district north of the
Ortako] - Demotika roads

Proviaion is being mede for the surprise occupation of the islands
Thasos, Semothrace and in certain circumstances Lemnos, under the
command of XXX Army Corps in cocoperation with the Fliegerkorps
VIII and the necessary airborme troops and naval forces. The
order for exeoution will followe

Panzer Group 1 will maks a surprise attack om B-Day over the
Serbian-Bulgarian frontier from the area north-west of Sofie,
will dostroy the ememy foroces at Pirot (Cuncentration of attack
at this point) and Leskovac, and break through as swiftly as
possible to Nish and Krusevac.

From here on, & pincer movement is to be made on Belgrade, in

oan junction with XXXXI Army Corps which will break in from
Temesver on C-Day, 80 as to ocoupy the Jugoslav capital as quiockly
as possible and to opon up for Germen use the railway end roeds
from Belgrade via Nish to Sofia, as well as the Danube,

SECRET » /(e)
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(e) The 16th Panzer Division, under ocommand 12th Army, will hold itself in
reediness in the Stara Zagora - Yambol - Sliven area so as to be able,
in closest cooperation with the Bulgarian forces there, to ward off &
Turkish advence against Bulgexia. :

The line Turnovo-on-the-Maritse (Simeonavgrad) - Yambol - Burgas must
‘not be crossed or flown over by Germen troops until further orderse

6., Boundary lines:

(a) Between Panzer Group 1 and XXXX Army Corps: L
Sofia - Leva Reka (both inclusive to Panzer Group 1) - Pristina
(inclusive to XXXX).

(b) Between XXXX and XVIII Army Corps:
Razlog - 8imitli - Krivolac (south of Stip) - Bitol}J
(inclusive to XXXX).

(c) Between XVIII and XXX Army Corps (for the first phase):
Plovdiv (XXX) - Kavalle (XXX) - Athos (XXX).

(@) Between XXX Army Corps and 16th Panzer Division: - piv)
Stera Zagora (16th Pz Div) - Harmanli (XXX) - BEdirne (16thiPz DZV/e

7. Army reserves

(2) L. hrmy Corps with 46th Division under Command will, to begin Witg’ od
extend to the Karlovo - FPlowdiv road and the Pazarjik neighbourtcods
80 a8 to be able to sdvance from there in the direction of Samokov
or Razlog as the situation requires,.

(b) XI Army Corps, with the 76th Division and the 198th Division i rezgrve
is- to be brought forwerd along the Pleven - Lukovit - Botegred ro her
caning into the Novoseltsi (east of Sofia) neighbourhood. £ furthe
advance via Samokov - Dupnitsa to the Struma velley is intended-

o) 60th motorised Infantry Division will advence on X-Day along the
( Pazarjik ~ Ihtiman - Samokov road - as far as the Dupnitza ne ightbourhood
to be at the disposal of H.Q., 12th Army,

It is intended to employ this division either with penzer Group 1 oF
XXX Army Corps as required, ‘

8. Task of the Army Mission:

(a) Guarding the .Iron Gate, with artillery support.

(b) Protection on ths Danube against monitors and drift mines.

9. Bulgarian Army .

The Bulgarian irmed Forces will mobilise further forces and above all
strengthen defences against Turkey. '

After the entry of 12th Army, the Bulgarian Armed Forces will not croS®
the Greek or Jugoslav frontiers until further notice, for political reasons.

The Bulgarian liaison officers with 12th Army and similerly, Germen
J3eison officers with the Bulgarian Armed Forces will return to their units
when the frontier is crossed,

10. Fliegerkorps VIIT will in cooperation with HQ, 12th Army support to begin
with the attack of XVIII Army Corps, in pertioular, in the opening up of the
ROUpel Pagg, and finally in the main attack of XXXX Army Corps in its break-
through ajong the Kynsten dil - Skoplje road. Further employment is intendcd,
88 the situation develops with XVIII or XXXX Army Corps and lator, units of it
with Pa-'ﬂzer Group 1 as well,
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) Operations in detdl are to be worked out in closest collaboration betacen
Army G.H.Q, and Fliegerkorps VIII.

) Et w11 be the further task of Fliegerkorps VIII, in accordance with
instructions from Luftflotte 4, to make an early attack on the Jugoslay ground
organisation after completion of reconnaissance, and by attacks on Skoplje ang
Salcnica to interrupt reilway communications at theseplaces.

_ The resrward limit for dropping bombs as well as the line beyond which
air recognition marks (swastika flags) are to be displayed will be ordereq
by the Corps H.Q.s. for their sectors. .

When the Luftwaffe goes into action the Italian Air Force will
synchronise. its attacks in cooperation with Fliegerkorps X and Fliegerkozps VIIT

1., Navy:  see supplement No. 1.

12, Reconnaissance,

Panzer Group 1 and H,Qs.of XXXX, XVIII and XXX Corps will carry out
recinheissance in their sectors Prom Y hours on X day as far as the line
- Belgrade - Pristina - Skoplje - Edessa - Katerini - northern coast of the

~ Asgean Sta, M:zin objective for Panzer Group 1 the Nish - Krusevao
neighbsurhood, for XXXX Avmy Corps in the direction of Skoplje, for XVIIT
Army Gorps §dessa = Salonica, for XXX Army Corps Kavalla.,

Flisgsrkorps VIII is requested to keep the southern Serbian and
northern Greek areas (roads and reilways) under observation,

. In gensral the early confirmation.of the following will be importan-h;
whethot the Serbians are bringing up further forces from Northern Jugoslavyig
in the direction of Skopl. je, whether British forces are moving.f'orward into
the southern part of Jugoslavia and whether the Greeks are moving forceg -
from Albanis or from within Creéce in the direction of Edessa and Salonicy
or if they are evacuating eastern Macedonia.

:.Fl.l!-"bhemo're the immediate confirmation of any possible enemy landingg
on the north coast of the Aegean See is essential,

- 7+ For the pest see speocial orders for reconnaissance.

13, Adr Raid Precautions: see supplement No. 2.

- Y4 Economy
I expeoct, in ths interests of the whole conduct of the war, all unitg

.. %o refrain from meking eny inroads on the economy of the occupied areas ang
-~ dn particular an atocks of ell kinds they £ind (for example tobaoco, Wine ),

L S:bocka, offices, laboratoriss and other vulnerable industrisl install&tims
are, -if necsasary, to be guardede.

":“15-. It is wvitelly important that plans for the operation are kept seoret,
attention of all gff?.gera, officials, NOO's end men is egain drewn to the 17

. "Fuehrer's Bagio Order" of 11 Jan 1940

The tine (day and hour of the attack) in partioular, is to be kapt seamgy

/160
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16, Express attention will be drawn to the necessity for the adeguate
protection of lines of communications, constructions works etc. (dems, bridges
ete,), against sabotage and guerillas (especially in Serbia). MessSengers
couriers, etc, are not to be sent out alone,  Priscners are to be properly
guarded.

17. Battle Headquarters

12th Army H.Q. Chamkoriya

Panzer Group 1 Kynstendil ]

XVIII Army Corps _ at present Sveti Vrac, from X-Day MarinopP ole.th

XXX Army Corps Kirdzali (Karjali), on X-Day Mekaz (36 lan sou
of Kirdzali). ‘

XIV  Army Corps Gorna Banja (5 km west of Sofia)e

pan Army Corps Pleven

L Army Corps Botevgrad

XXXXT Army Corps Temesvar (Timisoara)

16th Panzer Division Stara Zagora
60th Infantry Division (motorised) Plovdiv.

Signed: List
Field Marshal, C.in C. 12th Armye

S et

S

Supplement No,1 to Army Order Noo lLe

Navy

°)s

Naval C.in C, South-East (Admiral Schuster, Chief of Staff Captain Heyln h

with headquarters in Plovdiv is appointed as C.in C, naval forces emP1°Y8dIl in
south-castern theatre to cooperate with 12th Army H.Q. and Fliegerkorps Vi

that axrede

Under his Command are included:

. vdive
Admiral A (Rear idmiral v. Stosch), whosc present location is likewise plo
His dquties are:

(a) orgenisation of the places ceptured on the Aegean coast, including port
j,nstal;.l.at;i.ons and all shipping,
into the

(b) Preparation and execution of sca duties, transport and supplies thmus Of

area occupied by German trcops from Dede Agach as far as the IS
Corinth (final objective).

gfforts will be made to hand over suitable tasks to the Bulgarian Navy in
the Kavalla - Dede igach area end to transfer the above-mentioned dutics
to them, if necessary with German cooperation.

e

The subordinate ccmmands (three Sea Defence Commanders and the personnel of

two naval artillery batteries)are to man the most important ports. of
these 1 Sea Defence Commander and 1 paval artillery Battery (Abteilung)

will be allocated to XVIII Army Corps for Salanica, 1 Sea Defence Couiander

end 1 naval artillery Battery (4bteilung) XXX Army Corps for the
preperations for the capture of the islands of Thasos, Sam->thrace end

LemnOSo

Tn addition, 5 stationary army coastal artillery Batteries (Abteilung) (cach

comprising 18 French 15-cm guns), due to arrive in Dupnitsa on or after
14 April, will be despatched and placed under admiral A. Arrangemcnts
will be made to despatoh these from Dupnitsa to Salonica and Kavalla,

SECRET /II.
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II. When ports, harbour instellations and even the smallest coastal towns
are captured, shipping of all sizes and harbour installations (batteries,
signal stations, storage sheds, ships! equipment, etc) are not only to be
preserved, but are also to be immediately secured for the Navy, It will
be the duty oPthe Navelauthorities on the spot to determine which material
can be made available for other military or civil uses.

III. The Naval Commands are to be connected up with the aircraft reporting
service of the Luftwaffe and with the coastal reporting service which is
to be set up by XVIII and XXX Army Corps. '

IV’ With the opening of hostilities against Greece the German Government
will declare the eastern Mediterranean inclusive of the Aegean Sea an
operaticnal zone, together with the waters already closed to neutral shipping
by the Royal Italian Government. Lt the same time the German Armed Forcesg
are authorised to carry out unrestricted warfare on all shipping.

Excepted from the above are Turkish territorial waters, the Dardanelleg

8nd Sea of Marmara, which will rcmain open to neutral shipping. Ships in
‘l:hes? waters must not be attacked. Turkish territory must not be violateg
by alreraft of the Luftwaffe, except in an emergency.
V.

When flying units are authorised to raid targets in Greece on the
commericement of the "Marita® attack, shipping and construction works (bridgcs,
etg) in the Qorinth Canel must not be attacked, since it is vital that our ovm
shipping hag unhampered passage through the Csnal after its capture,

VI.  The Fuehrer ana Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces has authorised

émmeafua,vte recomaissance end attacks on all navel forces (including Greek)
i Greek territorial waters of the island of Crete.

Supplement No.2 to Army Oprder No. L

Air Raid Precautions

.. Abti-alreraft operations for the protection of the preparations and fop
the attack will be ordered by the Corps H.Qs. and Panzer Group 1.

_The Staff of Flak Regiment 18 will be placed directly under command op
XVIIT Amy cOl‘PB’. . .

. The anti=aircraft protection of Sofia by I/Flak 14 (directly under 124
Arny cammand) has been ordered by AOK 12 Ia/Koluft Nr 741/41 top secret of
19 March 1944,

i‘ B
.. Light Flak 74, (60th motorised Infantry Division) will be placed 'l;:ampf_,z.a,“:mr
“{“?B_If compand of Fliegerkorps VIII. (Operational location Plovdiv). '

. The enti-aircraft units of Fliegerkorps VIII will be used for the

Protection of the ground organisatirn at Plovdiv and Krainici and in the S0Utherm
Struma valley; gcme unite will be prepared for intervention in the groung
fighting by arrengement with XVIII end XXXX Army COrpse

L '?E‘i‘f.e?”fi'on‘ of the Denube bridges and of the poris of Varna and Burges
Wil remain the task of the Luftwaffe Mission to Rumenis.

.. 2ir reid protection for the troops and cemouflage are to be especially
strictly Sontrolled whon there are extreaordinarily large concentrations in

tha deployhent gnq assombly areas.

/Fushrer
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Fuehrer Headquarters,

3 April 1941

Directive No, 26

Cooperation with our allies in the Balkans,
opean nations in

-cast Eul’
uth-ea which cen be

1, The military tasks intended for each of the so -
1itical @lmB,

the campaign against Jugoslaivaarise out of their po
defined as follows:

Hungary, preferably, will occupy Benat since it is to P8 awarded to hoTs
However, Hungary has expresscd her readiness to participate i the destructld
of the enemy to an sven greater degree.

_' Bu:!.garia. is to receive Macedonia back; consequently she will be interESted
mainly in the attack in that directi-n, although no specific pressure will be
exerted by Germany, In addition, the Bulgarians will have the duty of
defending the rear against Turkey, with the assistance of a Gemman armoured
formation, For this purposec Bulgaria will also call upon the three divisions
stationed on the Greek fronticr,

Rumania is to confine her tasks, in her own as well as in Germany!'s interests
to securing her frontiers against Jugoslavia and Russife The Chief of the a
German Armed Forces Mission is to work towards strengthening Rumania's Prepars
ness for defence against Russia, 4t least two-way communicatioms aoross thet
Hungarian-Rumanian border between the Hungarian and German affs mus
continue without interruption,

1iaison st

gerd to militaxry
perationse

I reserve to myself the coordinated planning- and directin of this compalgls
as far as :}.t has to do with laying down operational objectives for the If‘ahant
gnd Hungarian forces within the fremework of the overall strategy. This 713
be c?'rl."u?d.out in such a manner to ensure that due allowance is made £7F the
Bensl:ﬁ:{t;es of our ellies and that the Chicfs of State of Italy and Hﬁgagd
can 8 ppear as soverei i14 i ir peo.
o S rmon Porcee ign military leaders in the eyes of their P

2, The following guiding principles will apply with re
cooperati-n and the organisation of command in the impending

Therefore I shall convey all military demands relating to the coo?dmated
emcu:;;re'ff;oc’iira‘cwns (to be submitted to me by C.in C., Army and Ce3% © g
Tuf tw e Duce and to Re t , 4 rscnal 1€
rcposels and requests. gent Horthy in the form of pe

The G.0.C., 12th Army, is t : : tions with

s . it 0 use the same procedure in his relatl;

Bulgarian State and Military authorities, Should any Bulgarian divisions htake
a of the

rt in the operations against J i
r ugoslavia, they must be under comman
jocal Germany Military Authority, i

Je aﬁi:flaig;agt;rs Of"tho "Germen General attached to the High Commend of thi .
Hung e orces" is to bec set uj and a Luftwaff 1iaiscn s
is to be attached to its staff, p in Hungary, e

Thisthe_adqgaz_‘ters will maintain my communications with the Regent, and will
also maintain liaison between the branches of the armed Foroes and the Hungarilen
High Command,

All details of coopcration with the Italian and Hungerian forces are to bo
regulatod by the branches of the Armed Forces and by the liaisan persannel to
bs exchanged between the adjoining srmies and air forces.

/e
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L. fThe air defence forces of Rumania and Bulgaria will continue as integral
barts of the German air defence of these countries, unless they should receive
assignment under the Command of their own Armed Forces. Hungary is to
brotect her territory independently with the proviso that the German forces
operating there and the installations important to them will be protected by
the German Armed Forces. .

5. Apart from the new regulation relating to coordinated command, agreements

with Hungary remain in force. The Italian 2nd Army will be at liberty to
move only when the attack of the German 2nd Army and XXXXVI Army Corps mobile
forces begins to have an effect, It may be necessary for this attack to

move more southward than south-eastward for this purpose in thz initial stages,
ORKW is to arratige that the Italian Air Force will restrict itself, first, to
protecting the flank and rear of the Albanian front, second, to attacking
airfields at Mostar end on the coast, and third, to cooperative missions

ahead of the Italien 2nd Army, as soon as the latter's offensive begins.

6. Later I shall define the occupation duties to be allotted to the various
ng.tiems“ after the end of_the campaign. Meanwhile, we must emphasise in
every way, in our mamner of cooperating with our allies during operations, the
fez::ting of brotherhood in arms for the purpose of attaining a common political
goal,. ’

Signed: Adolf Hitler

Fuehrer Headquarters,
3 April 1941

The Fuehrer and Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces has ordered:

1. 12th hrmy to commence "Marite" and "Operation 25" on 6th April 1941
= M=Day, provided that local weather conditions permit support by
Fliegerkoxps VIII.

The time of attack is left to the Commander-in-Chief of the Army.

2, . Btart of air attack by Luftflotte 4 on Belgrade and the Jugoslav ground
organigsation on 6th dpril 1941 = M-Day, as far as weather conditions permit,
otherwise, independently of the stert of the 12th Army, at the earliest
Pogsible moment.

Time of attack :'g.é left to C.-in-Ce Luftwaffe. As eaxrly a time as
pogsible is desired.

G.in O, Luftwaffe will determinc the appropriate time to 1a.u.not_1 the
attack by the Italian Air Force and by Fliegerkorps X either co=incidental
with or later than 12th Army attecks.

‘ “'5,-" The Fuehrer reserves the right to order the cancellation of the operatiang
| Un%il 1700 hours 5 April 1941,
s Signed: Keital
. _ Chief of Staff, OKW

T ——

int iieseage from AOK 12 : L April 1941
To: Military Mission to Rumania

Copy to: XER Army Corps. /Top
SECRET
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Top secret = X-Day is 61:}1 April 1941 for all erms,
Y-hour is 0520 hours.

This time is also the earliest moment for crossing the frontier
end commencing hostilities.

- —

Teleprint message from Italuft Italuft,
Rome,

undated (probsbly 4 April)
To:OKL Operations Staff.

Preliminaxry report,

1. Demarcation line: General Pricolo declared at first that he could not
depart from the line he gave on 30 March. In the event of enemy bombing
raids from this arsa, too much is at stake, especially in Trieste with its
large amount of shipping. Neither his own people nor his troops would
understand a passive attitude. In the course of the discussions General
Pricolo made the concession that Itelian bombing raids are only to be made on
navel targets and seaplane bascs, On the other hand he reserved the right
to make fighter attacks on airfields west of the Pricolo line, especially on
Agram (Zegred), Siaak, Prijedor, Banja Luka.

2, Yellow identification sign: Gereral Pricolo is giving the order for
engine cowlings to be sprayed yellow, It will teke some time to cerry this
out especially in Albaniea. For the first few days it cannot be counted on
that painting will be carried sut.

Generel Pricolo promised written confirmation of points 1 and 2, (Note
at end says: ‘please pass to Luftflotte 4 since we cannot get through to them)e

e+ e

Teleprint message from Luftflotte 4
undated (probebly Ik April)

To: OKL, Operations Staff.
Re: Operation 25, operational plans of Fliegerkorps.
18t gortie: attack on airfields at Sarejevo and Mostar,

2nd sortie: night operation, running attacks on Belgrade by two bomber
Gruppen, time attack over target area 2200 hours until 2330 hours.

Operation on second day of the campaign: attacking the air forces in the exrea.
Jugoslav - Albenien frontier up to Andre jevioa - the river Lim as far as Uvac =
Visegrad - Zavidovici - Petkovac (E. of Bos Novi) - Zara.

Raids on seaplene bases at Cattaro (Kotor) and Divolje (north-west of Split)
and repetition of the attacks on the airfields at Sarajevo and Mostar,

If necessary, further night operation against Belgrade,

/Teleprint
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Teleprint from Luftflotte 4
undated (probably 5 April)

" Mo: OKL Operations Staff.
Proposal by Luftflotte 4
Time of first raid on Belgrade = 0730 hours.

First fomations to take off between 0600 hours and 0630 hours.

Fuehrer Headquarters,
5 April 1941
Copy of teleprint from General von Rintelen in Rome.,

On 3 and 4 April 1941 I visited the troops in Albania, so as to get an
idea of the measures which have been token for the defence against Jugoslavia,

I hed quite a long conversation with the Italian C.in C, General Cavallero,
and his Chief of Staff, General Ferrero. General Cavallero was full of
oonfidencs,

The following orders have been issued for the defence of the Albanian-
Jugoslav frontier,

(a) @V Amy Corpa' sector (General Nasci) between Lake Ochrid and Dibra (Debar):

Arezzo Divieion and Firenze Division reinforced by Alpine Battalion Intyg
and (avalry Regiment Milano.

The line of the frontier will be held. There are permanent fortificatios
at the road junction near Librashe (Librazhd). The C.in G, expects a thrusg
here through Lin in the rear of the 9th Lrmy.

(b) xIVv sector (General Veochi) between Dibra ard the Grame ssotop

north of Peshkop:

Cunense Alpine Division,
Puglio Division (less 2 battalions),
Cavalry Regiment Aoste.

... In this seotor the defence line leaves the frantier and lies on the Blaqy
Drin, since the frantier here runs along the mountain ridge.

S (e) JS‘LI_I_AN  Corps! sector (General Pafundi) continues to the coaste

el A Boreen of b . ¢ ong the frontiler. The defence line lieg
. bshina the Dri:fagoggragasﬁi:rﬁ 8 Two infantry battalions and cne &lf‘billery
_wbattery (sbteilung) of the Puglio Division posted at Kukes, Further weat
. the raving of the Drin will be patrolled by a Group of the Blackshirt Battaliygn,
- 'To begin with the Centauro Division has been stationed for the defence of
Skutm 8incs they are the only troops available,

.48 Skutard appears to me to be the weakest point of the front, I visiteaq
- ¥hio part of the front and hed talks with the General commenging XVII Army C
i Miloti and with the G.0.C. Gentauro Division, Genersl Pizzolato, in Skutary,
The Centauro Division is composed at the moment as follows: (8,000 men altogather),

/1318t
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1318t Tank Regiment, with 2 battalions equipped with 3-ton tenks and 1
company with 13=-ton tanks (total 100).

1 Bersaglieri Regiment with 2 motorised battalions and ! motor-oycle
battalion,

Cavalry Regiment !Guide!,
1 Artillery Regiment,
2 Albanian Battalions.

" Phis Division has been given the task by the Duce of defendin der
Skutari to the last man for reasons of prestige. The D‘.i-\f'-'!-s’j"ma:L °mma§ ut to
has therefore grouped the bulk of the Division around the tOWD, and is & Oth of
set up a Porward defence line on the plain east of Lake Skutarid (12 tan 1;0;‘ ht
Seutari). . In addition the warebosh which dominates the town (From & F0PEn .
of 1897 £t on the south west - Tr) is occupied by 2 tattalions. Had ould
not ordered the town to be held at all events, the Divisional Commander TIH
place the main defence line behind the Drin, since there seems no prospec
defending the town of Skutari in the event of the Tarabosh fellinge

Whilst Italian G.H.Q. assumes the cancentration of strong enemy foro;epzfmdi
opposite the Skutari sector and in the neighbourhood of Dibra, Generels

i < has
and Pizzolato do not believe a Jugoslav attack is imminent, sinoce the enezy ’
£ the Centaur

so i_.’a.r, shown no signs of one. The commander and troops © ne forces are
pivision, as far as I saw, made a good impression. Nevertheless the
in no way adequate to hold off a determined attack.

o is to be

The Messina Division which is at the moment disembarking in Durazz® jons
gransferred to> this sector. Owing to the wealmess of the Itallel a_:.vz:n ’
seems to me that at least 3 divisions are necessary to defend this 0P few axre

oint, Mines have so far only been laid -n o small scale, since only * d arc
available, A few thousand of them recently arrived on 3 April 1941, antari -
to be laid near Skutari. There are permanent fortifications on the Sku
pirana road rear Miloti,

it

- - i i at
The Merche Division which is following the Messina Division 18 to remain

the disposal of GHQ.
;4 pust be held

The Greek front haa been weakenecd by 4 divisions. Moreover
at that strength.

The supply Position in Albania hes been considerably improved, sino? nzgwé s ~
according to a statement by Gencral Cavallero, they have reserves to 135;:“108 :ﬁe

against 3 days in January - however only k4 deys' issue of ammunition. A
Julian Front must now be supplied with munitions, Albania will receive noshing
for the time being.

The Commanders are on the whole but little informed about the main situation.
A8 @ result of the Duce's order to observe absolute secrecy, the troops know
nothing so fer about the operations planned by the Germans. Therefore & feeling
of uncertainty and anxiety about future events prevails,

Even the Albanian population is said to be uncertain in parts, others are 80
hostile to the Serbs because of the World War that they fear for themselves.

To sum up: it cen be said that the measures taken for the defence of the
Albanian-Jugoslav frontier appesr edequate, if the troops hold - with the
exception of Skutari, which is still inadéquately defended. Supplies of
artillery ammunition are also insufficients

An sdverse factor also is the lack of ability of the troops to carry out
defence inatructions issued by the Command in a way suitable to the looal
canditions .and terrain,

/In
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In order to raise the morale of the Italian troops, which has been
considerably lowered by the unsuccessful and costly offensive at Keloyre
(Klishra) , any German influence would appear to be useful, since they have
a great belief in the German soldiers,. 8o a few German officers with
the Divisional Steffs in the guise of Liaison officers for when they Join
up with German troops would certainly have a good cffect. For this
engineer officers are especially desirable, since thc Italians are somewhat

inexperienced in obstacle construction and demolitions and strengthening
terrain,

However, most effective would be the early establishment of dircot
oammunications by troops of the 12th Army.

The Liaison Officer in Albania, Staff Lt.Colonel Speth, has received
& vary great welcome, both personal and official by the High Commend and
the trqops. ..He will be given all the information he desires. He has
however not yet succeeded in establishing radio contact with AOK 12,  The -
Army Genersl Staff Operations Section is therefore recquested to pass on to
the AOK 42 the Itelisn distribution on the Jugoslav frontier,

" L%. Colonel Graf Isenburg has been acting as Luftwaffe Liaison Officer
in Tirana since 3 April 1941.

Signed: Rintelen

Fuehrer Headquorters,
6 April 1941

To:  G.H.Q, Operatims Staff.

Subject: Ttaly

Herewith the Army's requirements for cooperation with the Italians.

Signed: Wearlimont

The campaign in the Balkans on the whole flls into three phases:
18t Phase

) Union of the Germen forces in Bulgaria with the Italian Army Group
in Albania, at the same time dividing the enemy into two groups; northern

© group the Berbs, southern group the Greeks and British,

The thrust to and beyend SkopkJje serves this purpose, At the same
time & Gertian group of forces from the south-western corner of Bulgaria has

jbeen sent in to attack with limited obJjective the Salonica basin and is
theusting Purther forces beyeond Thrace towards the Aegeaxw.

~_In this phase the task falling to the Italian forces in Albania will be
40 'dofend the other fronts and if possible to work from the west towerds the

Glrmans advenoing on Skoplje.

Dedtriction of tho Jugoslav army by & pincer movement.

For this the following will be employed:
/Ths
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:he Germen group thrusting towards Nish on 8 April 1941,
he Temesvar and Graz-Negy Kenizsa essault groups on 12 April 1941,

the Hungarians against the general line Gradiska-Novi Sed on 1) april 1941,

It is improbable that the Serbions are in a position tc attack the Italian

2nd Army with any worthwhile forces. The German 2nd Army has in any oase
been instructed to demonstrate with part of its forces on the Wurzen Passe

. The Ttalian Julian sray is requested to odvance in a general south-casterly
d:.res:tlon as soon as possible after the entry of the German 2nd Army (12 “‘Erll)'
It.w:.ll be practical if a dividing linc butween the allied forces is immediotely
laid down by the two General Staffs.

At the same time the road from Cel] N .
; o1je through Novo Mesto to Kerlovac 18

valuable to the German 2nd Army for the advance of its right wing.

he northern

ts which have
tions which

a too groate
able on the.

In Albania there wight be at this time still some danger to ¥
front (Skutari), which,hovever,in view of the Italian rein%orccmcn
‘?een moved up and owing to the strength of the Italian flying forma
if necessary can be concentrated on the focal point, is not considere
Nevertheless it is true that no strong offensive groups will be avail
creek front before the Jugoslavs have been vanguished.

J3rd_Fhase

81:?i>bably only when the Jugoslav Army has been annihilated and only romants
arete 111 ho]_.dmg out in the mountainous country of Bosnia, Herzcgovina an
Montenegro will it be possible to launch a full-scale attack sgainst the Grecos
;?r:.'bash forces. It is then desired that the Italian forces make this attack
:}n t.e direction of Jamnina mainly via Koritsa but also from Tepelene, while

it Wﬂlf!. be the task of the German 12th Army to push through the Edes
mountain chain to the Lorissa basin and then further towards the south.
cannot yet be forescen whether such an operation can comnencs 2hy corli
weather conditions are favourable.

sa~-0lympus
It

er if

anghek;talz‘!.'an';xir Force_is requested to attack the Jugoslav ground
orgenisation ik its areca with as strong bomber formations as possibléee

in N Bisiqes.adeq“ate air dufence in albanic, it is advisable that fighter units
in Ozrth africa are reinforced to protuct and support the operations there,
;:;glianhj‘German f‘oro&;s available at the moment are very vweake. Likewise the
pro‘becte&::r Force must ensure that the route to North .frioca is adequately

/_
Fuehrer Headquarters,
6 April 1541
TO: GHQ. operations Stoff,

gubJject: Hungery
srmy proposals for militery reguirements from Hungorye

The whole operation against Jugoslavia has been so planncd that o bince
m?"‘é‘ement from tho Sofia (B .pril), Graz-Nugy RKenlsza and Tcmesvar Izg‘imig;arcz]):
( a April) girections an zarly collapsc of onomy resistance in Croatia, Slevonia
and the northern pert o»f 0ld Serbina can be expected. At the same time it will
be zmg?ortant to prevent if' possiblc enemy formebions capable of fighting from
reaching the mountoinous region of Besnia-Heruepovina from this area.

+ Thorefore it is considered that the Hungarian army's primary contribution
2 Bhe campaign will pe o sttuck as carly as possible the general linc Nova
crodiska (50 km west of Buved) - Novi Sad (importont bridge) and defect tho )

S e
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enemy here, The more energetically the enemy in this district is engaged

the sooner will the Danube be open to traffic again and the better will be

the chances of sending in the columns of tanks advancing from the north and
east against the flank and rear of the Serbian front on the Save and Denube,
Partly to allow freedom of movement to the German Panzer group at Temesvar
(road conditions) and partly becsuse of the concentration of Hungarian forces,
the request is repeated that the earlier intention of sending parts of the
Hungarien forces into battle east of the Theiss (Tisa) is abandoned.

As far as the forces employed west of the Danube are concerned, it wil)
have to be settled by direct arrangement with the Germen 2nd Army that the
routes running from the west to east south of the Trave are cleared in good
time for the German fast-moving formations.

. Finally it is pointed out that German transport movements through
Hungary to Rumania must not be delayed by the Hungarian deployment snd also
that it is of the greatest importance to the German conduct of the war thag
oil-transparts from Rumania go through according to schedule.

Fuehrer Headquarters,
12 April 1941
To: G.H.Q. Operations Staff.
Subject: Cooperation with Italy.
Enclosed herewith:

t.  Luftwaffe requests regarding cooperation with Italians during the 2ng
and 3rd Phases.

2+  Proposels as foundation for a letter from the Fuehrer to the Duce,

Supplement No. 1

Tuftwaffe r‘equirements f;-om Italy

(Telephoned information),

A. Concentration of all available air attacking forces, as far as possj
in Southern Italy for operations ageinst airfields occupied by the Britishp
in Greece and if still necessary egainst the west coast of Jugoslavia,

'B.  Owing to the bulk of the Fliegerkorps X being ticd down by operations
8gainat Qreece, extended and increased cover for the German Atrrica Corps,

'Ca  Instructions to be passed to all Italien formations engaged, about
Gorman airoraft types and agreed markings. (Note: In spite of Previoyg
_ notifications of Flights to the Italian High Command, it has already '?een
" Teported four times that Italien fighters have attacked German Me 110's ang
., Ju 88's, without, as it happens, doing any damage )
., This request rticularly stressed by the Luftwaffe, but has howowg
r hé’t ‘been ﬂien’?;iohad‘w:ns iﬁt;ooompazying proposals for a note to the Duce sin -
/Abteiling L im of the opinion that difficulties experienced by the brancheg
Of ‘ths Armed Forces should yot be beken up by direct correspondence. betwsan
the Hzads of Stete,

.. 'The Luftwaffc has hod several consultations with the Italian Air Force
about thess difficultiesbhrough ites liaison officexr.
- /Supplement g, o
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Sﬁp_plement No. 2

To: Chief of the Foreign Branch, for trensmission to the German General
ot the Italian G.H.Q., Major Ceneral von Rintelen in Reme.

nt to the following

The Fuehrer requests you tc obtain the Duce's agresme avia and

|

proposals for the notification of further operations against Jugos !

Grecce, 1

; the |

1, To carry out the sccond phase of the cperations (dc-struft_*o’é Zgnd uct of |
Jugoslav army) it is roquested thet in the interests of the ._)Slf.‘

the war the Italian Armed Forces take over the following duties: 5

bania on Ragusd
the eastcrn front

Occupa.tion of the Dalmation coast by an advance from Al y
fresh tronsfers ‘:

(Dubrovnik) by the Italian forces released by the relisf of
in Albania in conjunctiosn with the advance from Fiume and by
-of forces to Zara,
R in thc
At the samc time measurcs for blocking and tying up enewy ShiPP:'fgagz of
Adriatic arc to be maintained and strengthencd so as to prevent ¥ © ;_,s by scae
tho Jugoslav Government or the removal or withdrawal of Jugoslav tro P

) 2 sperations
2, The following division of tasks is ncccssary for the jater joint OF
against Greece (3rd phase) (Time of attack to be given later):
| esiroy
11 be to des
Pindus mountains
rry out

(2) The main task of the Italian forces in Albania wi
the Greek forces and then to advance west of the )
a8 far as the Gulf of Patras, while the German forces ¢%
operations gast of the Pindus mountains,

. et HEGT the
Agrecuent is requested to the following demarcation 1in® between
Italian forces and the 12th aArmy.:

Eastern edge of Lake Prespa - ridge of the Pindus mountinse

If weaker Italian forces should be sent from albanis in “ . placed
towards the east in the Monastir direction, these would bc !
under the Gorman 12th Army for use in a further drive
Kozani,

» the above—
: ek front’
kewise

I German units should be temporarily employed west o
mentioned dumercation line after the collopsc of the Gxe
their subordination to the Army Group ilbania will be 11
ordered,

(b) Operations by Itelian naval and air forces in the Aegesn Sea in order
to disrupt a possible evacuation from Greece by the Brit15h°

3. For the continuation of joint air warfarc the following is requestad:

(a) Concentration of all availuble air attacking forces, os far 38
possible in Southern Igely for operations ageinst airfields in
Grecce occupied by thc British end if still necessary ageinst
the west coast of Jugoslavia,

(b) Owing to the bulk of Fliegerkorps X being tied dovm by oporaticns
against Greece, extended and incrcased cover for the German
Africa Corps,

/Fushrer
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Fuehrer Headquarters,
12 April 1941

Preliminary directizns for the Partition of Jugoslavia

I. The Fuehrer has issuved the following directions for the partition of
Jugoslavia: :

1.  Former Styria and Carniola districts

The former district of Styria, extended towards the south by a strip
90 km wide and 10 to 15 km deep, is transferrcd to Gau Steiermark (Styria).

~ The northern part of Carniola, with a boundary line running south of
the Savc but north of Laibach (Ljublijena) will bc handed over to Carinthia,

~ The handing over of the districts occupied by German troops by the
G.H.Q, to the sppropriate Gauleiter will be effected by the hcads of individu al
districts as soon as the' country is sufficicntly settled to permit it,

The handing over of the districts occupied by the Italians will be
prepared by a note from the Puchrer tc the Duce and will be carried out in
acecordance with fuller orders from the Forecign Office. Until that time no
steps at all are to be taken on the German side.

2, District beyond the Mura

The district beyond the Mura is ceded to Hungary along the line of the
historical frontier. Emigration of Germans living in the north-western
part of the district is being considered f'or a later date.

OKH will arrange for the district to be handed over to the Hungaria.ns.

3« Banat

The district from the point where the Drave cuts the frontier of Hung.
to where the Theise (Tisa) flows into the Danube is ccded t2 Hungary, Y

- The district cast of the Theiss will be placed under Germanprotectiqy t
beginvwith, likewise the district south of the Danube and east of the ganera;LO
line: Confluence of Morava and Danube - Pozarevac - Petrovac - Boljevag .
injezevac - Kalna. This district contains the Bor copper mines and the Sout
sasgtern adjacent coalfields. The above-mentioned line will serve as g guideb‘
and tomporary boundary. German Military Government under OKH is to be sot
up in this distriet to begin with. :

4+ - Southern Herbia

The district inhabited by Bulgerian Macedonians will fall to Bulgarig
‘corrcaponding to the boundary of these nationals.

Frontier to be temporsrily drawn up by OKH according to military
requirements, Military ococupation by the Bulgarians up to the line Pirog
..Vr‘em.ja ~ Skopl je - Vardar Valley authorised., -

Se 014 Serbia
The orea of 0ld Serbie comes under German Military Government under Ok,
& Croatia

' Croatia will be an independent state within its national frontiers,
There will be no interference from the German side in internal politiocal
conditions, ’

ty 24GEAG S /4 A Sy
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/A Remaining districts including Bosnia and Montenegro

The political aspect of these districts is the concern of the Italians,
Consideration may also be given to the cstablishmont of an independent
Montenegro. :

II. Drawing up the Frontiers

1. Where boundaries are not laid down in Section I, thcse will follow ‘through
OKW in agrcement with the Foreign Office, Commissioners for the Four-Year Plan
and the Reich Minister for the Interior.

4 ter
The Wehrmachsfuehrungsstab will be the department dealing with the matte
at OKW.

2, OKH will lay its military rcquests concerning the delincation Oft?g;)ls staff
fronticrs -~ where not laid down by the Fuehrer - bsfore the OKW OpSre 3
as soon &as possible,

’ 3 the
3. OKW (Economics and Armaments branch) will lay its requests conce;‘m;;gbcforo
boundary of the Protectorate south of the Danube (Section I, poragreP
the Wehrmachtsfuelrungsstab (Abt.L) as soon as possibles
. mic s
4, As far as the Italians are concerned the tactical boundaries of the AT
will remain in force for thc time being.

signed : Keitel
Chief of Staff, OKW.

e e

Fuchrer HoadquarteIss
" 13 april 1941

Directive Nr, 27

: he
1. The Jugoslav Armed Forces are being dissolved. This, together with *
elimination of the Greek Army in Thrace and the capture of the V21leY oftcr
Salanioca and Florina, makes it possible to begin the attack on Grcect s the
gufficlent forces have been brought up, with the object of annihileting the
Greck-British forces there, occupying Greece, and thus finally e jecting
British from the Balkans,

2, I therefore issue the following orders for the continuation of the
operations in the Balkans: .

(a) Jugoslavia

The object of the operations continues to bo the annihilaticn of the
remaining Jugoslav forces and to mop up and occupy the country.
The German troops are to be used to occupy 0ld Serbia and Banate The
Protectorate between the Morava and the Danube is to be securcd =8
guickly as possible. As few forces as possible should be sent in to
Jugoslavia in eddition to those alrcady therc.

/The
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(b)

3

The order will be issued at least 48 hours prior to the stort of operatiggg
. S

Bulgarisns are to take over the occupation of the remaihder of Thrace at ,
tive tr bu detcrmined by me,

L“.

ussd will be withdrawn for new tesks,. One or two divisions shr)u}d.bu lors
in Grocee, one sdditional division in Salonica, and two or threc divisieng
in Serbia,.

SECRET
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The Luftwaffe is to destroy the remainder of thc Jugoslav Alr Force -
and support Army operations in such a way that further serious
resistance which may yet arise can be quickly broken. If necessary,
bember forces and anti-aircraft units not needed in operations

againet Greece may be withdrawn right away for use elsewhere, by
consent of OKW,

It is for C, in C, Luftwaffe to rcach the necessary agrecments with the
Italian Air Force conerning the demarcationlinc betweecn the 2nd
German &nd the 2nd Italian Armies, ’

The Italian 2nd Army has the task of mopping up and occupying the ares
south-west of the highway Kerlovac - Bos Novi - Banja Luka = Sarajeve,
It may be necessary for fast moving German forces to make occasional
sortiss across this line in support of the Italian advancc.

The Hungarien 3rd Army will mop up and occupy the Jugoslav arca wesg of
the Tisa (Theiss) as far as thc Danube and the Drave.  Participaticop
of the two Hungarian motoriscd brigades in further opsrations of the
Germaen 2nd Army has been requested znd approved.

Greece

As soon as sufficient forces arc in the arca of Florina and the Saleopjg,
Valley, the decisive attack on the British-Greek forces in northepy
Greece is to begin. The objective is to encircle and annihilate the
enemy forces there, by an early brecak through towards Larissa, anpg to
prevent the setting up of a new defence front.

Simultaneously the Italian break through the Groek front in Albanjg i
to be supported by an advance of German forces towards the south_m}s‘_&
L ]

Subscgquently, fast woving troops pushing towards Athens should oCcupy the
remaining Greck mainland including the Peleponnese. 4Lt the samg tima‘
the Itelien Army Group Llbania will advance west of the line frgp La
Prespa along the ridge of the Pindus mountains in the dircction ¢ £
Qulf of Patros. If time and rood conditions permit, €very offopy =
must be made to cut off the retreat of the main Greek force west OF o
Pindus mountins, =

The Luftwaffe should support the new ALrmy operations witl_n_s?rong forgg
and keep the advance of the German forces moving, in addition o S
fighting the Greek and British flying formations. The later oacyp
of the Cyclades Islands is to be supportecd.

aticn

C.in ¢, Luftwaffe is to arrange with the Italien Alir Force the di\"isi
between the operations argas, . on
A1l suitable forces of the Army and the Luftwaffe arc to be asaambied
order to prevent the possible evacuation of British troops. In an
particuler, everything possible should be done by means of constapy,
air sttacks on Greek harbours and particularly on ship concentrat10n
as well as by mining of the approach routes, to prevent the Britisp
from escaping across the Meditcriranean..

S,

I mysolf shall issue the order for paratroop operations against Lotngg
.

Fur this purpose the Lrmy is to leave one division in Thrace, whilg the

after these opcretions have béen carried out, the bulk of the irmy forey;
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’ . 2sks of the
Following the operations against Grsece, the most :!.mpo:g’gan: tasI: the near
Luftwaffe(Fliegerkorps X)will be the support of the "3.frzc%an°crp ;.n opder o
future renewed mining or the Suez Canal is of great impor "y f;‘ica or ot least
prevent the enemy from bringing up reinforcements from East & ’
to make this more dAifficult,
: ared
Lir defences of the conquered territories are to bc PTeP y .
o ing on the basils
The coastal defences are to be prcpared fo;E‘ the 1_:me be}ng ds of the
that the northern Legean coast including Salonica, W:l.ld including the Seronic
Bulgarians, the adjoining eastern Aegean coast up to an g in Itelian handse.
Gulf in German hands, and the remaining Greek coastal &rcé
: tions in the
Final decisions cannot be made until the end of the OPeTatt
Balkans, Lans
. . of their planse
5. I expect the Commandors-in-Chief to subwit debailed reports ‘
1 1941 remain in

The principles laid down in Directive Nr, 26 of 3 Apri the Armed

cs of
force, with regard to possible requests made by the breuches ©
Forces to our allies,

signed : Agolf Hitler

OK¥, Foreign Bronch

1) April 1941
{_\,Phcd as

The Germon General at Italian armed Forces Headquarters toleg”
follows on 13 April :

0 .b
: of Join

1s I laid thc Puchrer's plons and rcquests for the further?-nci 4130 hours
opcrations before the Duce ir the presence of General Guzzoni &

on 13 April,

The Duce is in agreement, sod 88
accep
The demorcation line given in OKW's telcgram is on the wboiﬁaﬂ and
the boundary, deteils are to be settled between thc adjacent G
Itelian armies. : a
~yve advonce
The Duce further stated that the Italian forward troops *.’“‘Zc(sibenik)
along the Dalmation coast and may possible have recached Seben:I-C&av&nce from
today. The Army Group in Albania are hoping for a chance t° ot howoVer
Skutari towards the north-west on Cattarc (Kotor). At the ma:.re s
it appsars that a Jugoslav attack against Skutari is being prep
s pessed
On the Greek frontthe 9th Army has today begun to attack and h2
through Pogradec,

e m et e < = e mmnm—— e —— ——— e e — e e e ———— e s T

Belgrade,
15 april 1941

To the High Command of the Jugoslav Armed Forces

armed Forces
Having been commissioned by the Supreme Command of the German zzoaal
w7ith the conduct of the axrmistice negotictions, my anawor to your &
%0 Buspend all kinds of hostilities is us follows: 1
SECRET /e




SECRET

- 36 -

1.  As represcntative of the Supreme Command of the German Armed Forces I
Will only negotiate with a delegation from the Jugoslav Armed Forces led
by a senior officer endowed with the necessary powers by the Jugoslav
Armed Forces,

2, This delegation is to being a declaration that the Jugoslav Armed
Forces surrender unconditionally (unconditional capitulation) and that
destruction of any kind will cease immediately.

3+  The delegation is to appear without delay in Belgrade, which is hersby
fixed as the place for negotiations, and is to bring with it all data from
which ways and means are apparent as to how the demanded unconditional
capitulation of all elements of the Jugoslav Armed Forces still under arms
will be carried out, ' -

4s  Operations by the Germaon Armed Forces will continue until the necessary
fully-authorised delegation has accepted the unconditional capitulation and

signed it in Belgrade,

5« The Jugoslav Plenipotentiaries will at the same time make known the
storing places where a2ll documents missing from the Premier's Office, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the War Ministry are to be found. They
Will cause without delay and at the latest within three days, these documents
to be given up end will be responsible for handing them over complete and
undamaged, '

6. 4s a prelude to any negotintions all Germans, ltalians and Hungarians
held or interncd are to be released immediately.

Signed : PPrhr von Weichs.

Ce in Ce 2nd Army

Radio Message

General Kalafatovic handed General von Weichs' note of the 15 April 1944,
With this clause added in his own handwriting, to C. in C. 2nd Germ:n Army,

"As Commander-in-Chief of the Jugoslav Armed Forces and as plenipotenti&ry
of the Jugoslav Government I hercby accept the aforcmentioned conditions for
negotiating ond concluding an Armistice,

I authorise Lt.General Jankovic and Dr. lMica Marcovic to conduct
negotiations and conclude an Armistice."

General Kalafatovic declared that he had on 15 April 1941 at 0400 nours,
ordered the troops to offer no further resistance,

Documents from the ministries presumably at Vrujatschka Banja and Azici
(8 1m vest of Sara;jevo); negotiators with full powers ask to be fetched at
Snce by aerocplanc from Sorajevo airfield,

G.H.Ge 2nd Army
Belgrade, 16 April 1944

Protocol of the ammistice Negotiations between the Guinan
I T o FugoRlay, Arwed Worces
Aftir a statement by the Jugoslav delegution that they vicre only
authoriged to nugotiato an armistice, but not to sign onu, the terms for an
arwistice botweon the German and Jugoslav aracd Forces wero amounced by

' SFCRET /the

G 200619 /91 /1 /567 45

e o o mran s s < man
T ——



SECRET

the Intelligence Section of G.H.3. 2nd Army. The Jugoslav delegation then
withdrew for consultation, After about 15 minutes the Jugoslav delegation
requested to be allowed to resune negotiations. This wish was immediately

granted.

During the second interview the following questions werc put and answered :

The leader of the Jugoslav delegation - General Kalafatovic

"What werc the delegates of the 2nd and 5th Jugoslav prmies informed
yesterday?* '

C. in C. 2nd German Army - General Frhr van Weichs
) "_'The note handed to the Jugoslav delegates was in its essential points on
the lines of the terms which have just been read out to you. I hand you
herewith & copy of this note."
. ievo
Kalafatovic : We have no knowledge of this note, since we set out fromi“SaI"iJe
the day before yesterday for Belgrade, I request the the
hostilities cease immediately with honoursble terms for

Jugoslav Armed Forces.
when the Armistice

Weichs s Cessation of hostilities can only be considered naerod
has bgen signed and the Jugoslav Armed Forces have surre
unconditionally.

i : \ I s o P IR t once Sinca,

Kalafatovic I repcat once more the request to cease hostllltlcscztions be tween

as a result of the German air attacks, all C“"municnt and between

the Jugoslav High Command and the J a rnm
ugoslav Goverllh 4 or
the High Comuand and the troops arc considerably snterrupte

destroyed.
Weichs : I wyself am not allowed to depart from the conditions lai%hgz"’;;u
I am placing at your disposal radio end an acroplane 89
can communicate very guickly with your High Commands
. . icn with
Kalafatovic : Owing 4o the developmont of the situation radio commnicet oy
my High Command is 1o longer possible, 1 therefor® ablthough
with thanks your offer of the use of an asroplane, and & T will
I am an old man and have never yet flown in an scroplants
do it for my Faotherland.
Vleichs : The aeroplane is ready to toke off, when will you be pack ?
Kalafatovic : That does not depcnd on me, We are interested in coming.ba.ci{-equest
immediately. 1 would like to put forward the folloWiié ==
from the Jugoslev High Comuand; ~ that a rustricted Jugesls
territory be sct up siwilar to that in France.
Weichs : That request must be refused, the German Armed Forces &I€ going
to occupy the whole of Jugoslavian territory.
Kelafatovic : But we will also need & small army of 14000 to 15000 mcRe A
Government without armed forces wiclds no authority.
Veichas : That point cannot be the subject of today's ncgotiationse.
Falafatovic : I request that the very numerous refugees may be allowed to
return to ihcir homes right away,
Weichs : That is impossible for thc time being, since it would binder the
the troops. Permission for tnis will be given

operations of

immediotely the military situation mrmita,
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Kalafatovic s and non-commissioned
of war and that the

so that they can be

I request that the regular officer
officers arc not treated as prisoners
ben are not hcld as prisoners of war,
transferred to industry.

Weichs R e armistice the whole of the

. th
In accordance with the terms of 4 as prisoners of war,

Jugoslav Ardied Forces will be hel

Kalafatovig . iers have

But I have seen cases where captured Jugoslav sold
been disarmed and then relcaseds
Weichs : Th ‘ ; For the time being they
: at < dere.
are giiuizeg:eh;liz ;;zsxeiz. Tt will be scen later whether

isolated groups of people can be releasede

Kalafatovic ; Armed Forces also bound by these

Ars the Italian and Hungarion
armistice terms ?

General Weichs ) can - arion military attaches present
whether they hod theaigggszgf‘ylzi;o?ii;? Hungoth militoxry atta.qhés declared
thot they had no authority to conclude an Armistice with the Jugoslav Armed

8. * General Woichs recommended to the leader of the Jugoslav delcgation
that tt}e Jugoslav High Commend applied at the same time to the Italian and
Hungarian irmed Forces for armistice negotiations.

Kalefatovic ; (an you pass on to the Fuchrer the request to lighten the terms
of the Armistice, We Jugoslavs have always been loyal to
Germany even during thc war.

Weichs : Those are political gquest.ons which I am not in a position to’
answer,

Kalefatovic : Nevertheless commot these requests be passed on ?

Woichs We have strict orders for concluding the Armistice.

e

Kalofatovic : 8o that all wy requests and proposals are refused ?
Weichs : That is so,

The C. in C. 2nd Army here terminated the interview, The Jugoslav
dolegation accompanied by a German officer startcd off iumediately by the
quickest route to the Jugoslav High Commend.

Signed: Mallenthin, . signed : Calzer

Major (General Staff) Ma jor

OKH Headquarters,
30 April 1941
To : QKW Operations Staff,

Herewith a copy of the Lrmistice agrecuwent concluded between C.in C,
2nd 4rmy and the authorised representatives of the Jugoslov Armed Forces,

Horewith the +text of the armisticc agreement.:
Terms for the Armistice between the German and Jugoslav Armed Forces

1, Basic cendition

on wigning the ermistice agrcement, the Jugoslav Armed Forces
purrcndcr ueonditionally and will be taken prasoncrs of war, Leadors

. /ex
Gu 240619/51/1 /50/ 35 . SECRET Sof




of formations will therefors raport to the neercut Germen ofi'icoer,

2o  Orgonisation of evacuation of prisoners

) - : : " ., Until handing
Troops are to asscwmble by units in the proper place linc and order and

over, the Jugoslav officers are fully rcsponsible for discip ; : ter
therefore will remain with their units, Soldicrs who leave the:_"?l;fn;:s af
the conclusion of the Armistice and after the resultant assembly Wi

punishable by death,

3, Surrender of weapons and all war material .
(See supplement for definition of war matecrial in detail)s

th the respective

Weapons and war materizal will remain fundamentally wi i ts of tho
units. They arc to be delivered, ohly when ordered, to the Wi*
Cermen Armed Forces detailed for this,
L. Reports
Reports are to be sent in by 25 April on the following points :
(a) In which places arc the verious assembled units to be found 7
s located ?

(b) Where arc the amwunition, fucl-oil, rations and other dcpet

(¢) 1In which positions have mincficlds been laid ?
. objects 7
(@) Where have preparations been wade to demolish bridges and other VY

5. Radio and Telegraph network (teleprinters, etc)

e torms
s end
switted

g out t?
reguencio
¢ tron

All communications circuits way only be used for cercyin
of the Armistice, In order t~ control wireless traffic, f
wave~-tengths have been allotted. Wireless messages may only
in plain language,

6, Raotions and equipment

1 or
Until the surrender, the Jugoslav High Commend is to be rcSponswe]ﬁtE the
rations. Field kitchens and ration trucks will rewain in Pri“‘)iplc, al
units, and are to nccompany thesc after the surrender. FurtheIWQFV,meés kit)e
soldiers arc to bring witb thew proper clothing (greatcoats, blank:-:ts‘, idc
Rations, including fod:lcr for horses, are as far as possible t° be prov

for 6 deyse

7. Surrender of horscs and Pack animals

These arc likewisc t be collected by units, so far ag they are not
required to draw field kitchens and ration wagons.

8, Hoalth measurcs

asures. I
to rewain with
garing stations

The Jugoslav High Ccm.and is responsible for all health me
partioular, the apprepriate medical ofi'icers and perscnnel oxe
ovory unit. The locations of ficld hospitels and casualty cl
are to be reported,

9, Denube Flotillae

- marmne e Sy

The Donube Flotillo is to assemble in the port of Zemmn by 25 Aprile

/10.
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10, Release of prisoners of war, detoincd and interned persons

All German, Italian and Hungarian prisoncrs of war, dctained and interncd
bersons are to be released inmediately, ‘

11, Delivery of documents

All documents missing from the Premier's Officc, the Foreign Miniatry and
the War Ministry, are to be delivercd up within three days, wherever possible,
Storing places are to be made known. They arc responsible for handing gvep
these documents, complete and undamaged.

12, Gendarmerie and Police

Members nf the Gendarmerie and police who had t~ leave thelr peacetige
posts with the retreating troops, are to return to tiem without delay. They
are to report to the German occupational authorities immediately on arriva) ot
their peacetime posts. If they are more than a day's march distont, moggp
vehicles may be used for the rcturn journey, which is to be made without
firearms, = These vehicles must display a white flag and the drivers uugy be
issued with movement orders.

13, Surrender of land and coastal fortifications

411 land and coaatal fortifications are to be handed over with we

: apons
ammunition, equipment and plans as well as installations of all kinds, ’

1k Guerillas

Militery personncl are forbidden to leave the country. — Anyone t&king
part in fighting against the Lixis Powers will be treated ns a guerilla,
Furthermore it is forbidden. to remove ships, weapons, equipaent and cirerapy
to cnemy or neutral countries,

15, The Jugoslav Fleet

The Fleet is to remain in port. Mines and obstructions in coastay wators
ars to bhe made known. Naval defence installations and ob;t:-zci!.es are to pe
handed over. Merchant ships arc forbiddcu to =sail. Ships f-‘~1£‘iad;\r at
arc {to return to Jugoslav or Axis ports. The aircrsft corrier

Znejau sea
be handed over.

is 4o

16, - Aircraft forbidden to take off

Aireraft are forbidden to take off, Any take—off will be Tregardgegq as
a hostile move.

17, General

All militery and industrial ercctions and installations, :i.nc:lud:i_ng
communications are to be handed over undamaged.

18, Gommencement of the Armistice

. s atice agroement will come into force 15 hours after t‘m? te
bcen th@:dm,liﬁizbisgon 18 april 1941 at 1200 hours German Summex: 'i['lm.e.
movementy of Gurman troops will not bo effected thr_ﬁ.r;_'by.ﬁ ]}far‘js‘;?tdnce
recommences this agreement ceases to be effective and offensive actlan by )
Gurman Arcd Forces will be renewed with the greatest scveritye

Mme hawe
The

n bc of Coin Ce Gurman AiMmy. Frhz von Wejop,
3igned on bchalf of C C.in C. 2nd Amya,
On bchalf of the Jugoslev Armed Forces;

signed : Incar Markovic. ‘ .
B S‘lgl’l&d . _GCDUV‘{'&]-_,_R’—\dAiVOJU J:mkov:.co e
S e s o /Supplane .
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Supplement No«1 to the armistice igreecment

Definition of War Material in detail

Absolute surrcnder of weapons and cquipment, ammunition, horses, vehicles,
motor vehicles, ermourcd vehicles, stocks of tyres, stocks of fucl 0il, SPATC
parts, repair shops, articles of clothing and cquipment, cspecially boots,
leather, etc. accommodation cquipwent, cspecially tents, terpaulins, ctc.
stocks of rations, medical and veterinary cquipment,aircraft and 2ircr
equipment, :

Supploment Nos 2 Belgrade, 17 April 1941

The same terms are valid for the Italian .rmcd@ Forcecs.

By order of the Duce, the Roysl Ttalian iilitary attache in Bolgrades
Colonel Luigi Bonfatti.

Signed : Col. Luigi Bonfatti,
Signed : General Radivoje Jankovic,
Signed : Incar Markovic.
[
Fuehrer Headquartcr'Ss
18 April 1931,
oncerning

The Fuehrer made the following basic decisions on 16 jpril 1941 ¢
the Balkan problem :
. . ans as
4, The aim should be to withdraw the Germau .rwed Forccs from the Bolk
soon as possible with the following limitations :

(2) Beses and communications sust be assured in Jugoslavia, on the GTZ;Kas to bo
and in the Aegean Sea for the prctuction and supply of the Luf twaffc, D with
able to cexrry ~n air warfare against ingland in the castern Mediterrner

the greatest effect possiblce.

cd by German
jnc Edessa =
.in Co

In perticular the Salonica district will continue to be occupl
troops (German occupational areva between the river Struna and the 1
Veria - Katerini), The other nccessary bases will be detcrmined by C
Luftwaffe. Defence whercver necossary by Italian trocps.

rave and &

(b) The copper arca in north-east Serbia between the Danube, the MO rotcc'borﬂ-t""

1ine still to be detcrwined in detail, is to bc secured as u German p

stalls
(c) Shipping on the Danube is to be sccured weinly under Gerwan oontrol. Dotal
will followe

(8) The Jugoslav district betwecn the Tisa, the Danube and the Rumanian frontler
iz to be occupied by Germans for the time being,

2, The following German occupation troops are to remain in the southoastern ored
for this purpose :

dyg_ATTY
() Approximately one division in the copper district and fer occupation of the

tomporary protectorate (ns 1oid down in 1b and 1d), /(v)
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(b) Approximately two divisions in 0ld Serbia in the area which is not
to be occupied by Bulgaria or Italy.

(o) Approximately one division around Salonica, in the area mentioned in 1a,

According to Directive 27 paragraph L, one or two further divisions were
to be left in Greece. This order is revoked; the task will be taken over
by the Itsalians,

Bs Luftweffe

The Luftwaffe can carry on aserial warfare in the eastern Mcditerranean,
and make attacks on the Suez Canal, also from the Greek mainland and the
Aegean islands. The units nccded for this purpose are to be left behind in
Greece or transferrcd therc.

The Germen flying units can meke full use. of airfields, airfield
installations, communications, and supply installations in the area to be
ocoupied by the Italian forces. Where necessary new airfields may also bg
canstructed in this area. :

The Armed Forces Supreme Commend hes made requests to this effect to the’
- Ttalian High Command, The Luftwaffc is to arrange details with the Italian
Air Force direct, giving due consideration to any Italian requests,

Beyond defenees‘for German bases, only anti-aircraft guns need be left

for the protection of the German Army forces. If necessary the Gorman
ocoupiod arua and the Aegean islands can be fortified as a southern protective
erca for air g@efence of the Rumanien oilficlds. C. in C. Luftwaffe wil}

make any neosssary agreements concerning the remaining Greek arca with the
Ttalian Armed Forces direct.

Purthexmore, it is to be considered whethor air bases, at least for light
plenes, can be established on the islands in the Aegean Sea, in order to
safeguard from the air, the sea supplies that must be pushed forward as fayn
as the Dofecanese. Results are to be reported.

C. Navy

Itelian forces are to be provided for coastal defence of the region undsp
the jurisdiction of the Navy, including any islands, except in the area
occupied by German forces,

3. Germany is not interested in the following in Jugoslavia:

() Croatia as an autonomous state;

(b) 1Italian spheres of interest (the Albanian part of Jugoslavia,
Montenegro, Dalmatia, Carniocla (Dravska), where not under
German administration.)

(e) The former Hungarien districts, so long as they are west of the
Tiga,
(a) Bulgerien spheres of intcrest (Macedonia).

Lo In thc Stotes resulting from paregraph 3 Germeny will assure herself:

(a) Econemio privileges and exports - ot least those formerly fram
Jugoslavia (Bauxite from Dalmatia, grains, meat, raw materiels).

(b) Traneit rights for transport and telegraphic circuits through
the Grack area.

SEORET /()
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(c) Shipping rights on the Danube and protection thereof from Belgrade
to be Bulgaro-Rumanian fronticr,

5e The Fuehrer has now approved and desircs the entry of Bulgarian troops
into Thrace, in the district between the Struma and the line Dede Agach =
Mustafa Pasha,

Bulgarian police forces or troops can also cnter Jugoslav territory, but
for the time being must not cross west of the line Pirot - Vranje - Skoplje =
the Vardar as far as the Greeck border, As far as German movements are
affected by the Bulgarian occupaticn, the Bulgarian units are subordinated to
the German Armies concerned.

6. The Puehrer intends to allow any Greek priscners who have fallen into
@German hands to returr. home after the end of fighting in Greeoe. This
intention can be unofficially spread around so as to paralyse the Greck will
to resist and to counter the English plan to use Greek forces in other theatres

of war, It is therefore out of the question to hand over Greck prisoners to
Bulgaria. British prisoners of war are tc be sent to Germany. Of Jugoslav
prisoners of war, only those of German extraction, Hungarians, Bulgars and

Croats are to be released for the time being. A further ruling will follow.

7« Utilisation of captured material
(2) Booty in Jugoslavia :

OKH and C.in C. Luftwaffe will determine what material they want to use to
augment their own equipment, This material is to be taken first and stored
separately. This includes in particular flying equipment, ground installations,
aviation fuel dumps, motor vehicles, anti-aircraft and 4.7 cm anti-tank guns, and
modern heavy artillery (Skoda). Captured tanks are to be set aside for forming
salvage detachments which are later to patrol the 0ld Serbian area.

The rest of the captured material will be given later to Bulgariz and part
to Hungaxry. Material which is in Croatia is to be left there for the time
being.

C. in C, Navy will contach the Hungarisnm High Command direct, regerding
gecuring apd distribution of captured Danube vessels,

(b) Booty in Greece:

Of the material captured in Greecoe, only what is of particular velus for us
should be taken. Otherwise the booty in Thrace is to be handed over to Bulgaria
and that in the rest of Greece to Italy, andnot token to Germany,

(c) OKW (Economios and irmaments Branch) will issue a special ruling on the
question of payment for captured materiel banded to our allies,

Signed Keitel

Chief of Staff, OKW

Fue hrer Headquarters
24 April 1941
Herewith a copy of the Capitulation Agreement signed on 23 April
1941 with the Greek Army of Epirus and Macedonia, for your
information,
Por the Chief of the Supreme Commend of the Armed Forces

signed:
2 SECRET Sl oy
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Capitulation Agreement between the German Supreme Command of the Armed
Forces and the Italian High Comwand in Albania on the one side, and the Gresk
Army of Epirus and Macedonia on the other,

The High Command of the Royal Greek Army of Epirus and Macedonis,
represented by the C.in C. General Zsolakoglu, approached the High Command of
the German Troops in Greece and the Italian High Command in Albenie, with the
request that they accept the unconditional capitulation of the Greek Army of
the Epirus and Macedonias

Point 1 : The German and Italian High Commands accept this unconditional
surrender of the Greek Army of the Epirus and Maccdoniae

Point 2 ¢ Perscnnel of the Greek Army of the Epirus and Macedonia are
pPrisoners of war, Out of consideration for the great bravery shown by the
Greek troops on the battlefield, thereby preserving their honour as soldiers,
the Gresk officers will retain their swords and ceremonial belts,

A1) Italian prisoners of war in the area of command of the Greek.m-my of
the Epirus and Macedonia are to be handed over to the Italian troops at once,

The Greek prisaners of war will meenwhile be collected in asseubly camps,
After the conclusion of hostilities on the Greek mainland and in the Ionien
islonds, it is intended to release all officers, non-comwissioned officers gpg
mén, :

Point 3 : The Gresk High Commend will ensure that the Greek forces pg
under the leadership of their officers and will take all steps to carry °“tm%§
capitulation in an orderly manners

For the time being it is the business of the Greek High Command to provigs
food and medical attention for the captured troops.

Point 4 : The' weapons, ‘the entire war equipment and supplies of thig A

.

including flying equipment and ground installations, are war booty,

Point 51 The High Command of the Greek forces will endeavour with
means %o cease hostilities without delay, to stop all wrecking and destruotygy
Of war equipment snd supplies, and to repair immediately all roads in the 4

Command arsa.

Point 6 : With immediate effect, saikings of ships of all kinds ang a1l
air traffioc in the command area of the Army of the Epirus and Macedonia, jg to
ceage,

The Greek High Command is responsible for seeing that all ships 1ying in

. port including their cergoes and all port installations are selzed and Temain

under guard of Greek troops until a final decision about them has been talgpy,

Point 7 : The High Command of the Greek forces will e:j.ppoint liaison
staffs fuily authorised to settle details about the execution of the
capitulation with the German and Itelian authorities, which will be nameq
later These liaisen staffs will submit, as soon as possible, & detaileq
rupor';: on the strength, equipment and war organisation of the former Army op

the Epirus and Macedanda.

Point 8.: Tho truce between the Germen troops and the Greek troops of
ths Army of the Epirus and Mecedonia will remain in force as laid down in the
surrendsr negotiations of 21 April.  The truce between the Italian troops ang
the Greck Army of the Epirus and Macedania doss not come into force until
1800 hours a 23 April, but it is possible that the Greek troopa on the
Ttalisn front will have elready lald down their weapons before that time.

. /Point 9
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nt concluded on 21 ppril

Point 9 : With this treaty, the surrender agreeme
jn C. Greek Lrmy

between the High Commend of the German Troops in Greece and c.
of the Epirus and Macedonia no longer applies.

|
!
f
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aand
For the Italian High Command in albania For the Goyman Supreme Gommas

Signed : Gencral Ferrero of the Armed Forces,

Signed : Jodl

Salanice, the 23 April 1941, Signed ; Zsolakoglu,

C. in C. Greeck Army Of" the
Epirus and Macedonige

e .
P e e “

Fushrer Headquarterss

25 Lpril 1941

Directive Nr., 28

(Operation "Merkur")
: s be

1, An operation to occupy the island of Crete (operation Merkwr _ls_toin
prepered with the purpose of using Ciete as an air base against Britein
the eastern Mediterranean.
. inland,

The plan will be prepared on the assumption that the entire greek mein
including the Peloponnese, is in Axis hands.

ces
24 I delegate command of the operation to C.in C. Luftwaffe. The fgi-ating :
employed will be primarily the airbornme corps and the air forces now OP :
in the Mediterranean. :

a,va.i]-able

The Army, in direct agrecment with the C. in C, Luftwaffe will make - ank
in Greece suitable reinforcements for the airborne corps, jneluding & nixe
wnit, which can be transported to Crete by sea,

The Navy, will make preparations for sea comuunications, which mus® pe
assured 88 soon as the occupation of the islands begins. The C.in Os *  tion
@ill reach the necessery agreements with the Italian Navy concerning Pro acee
of compunications and as fer as is necessary the procurement of shipping 5P

3. All means are to be utilised for bringing up to the assembly areé S ahich
by the C.in C. Luftwaffe the airborme corps, including the 22na Divisi¥
hes again been placed under his command. The .rmy and Luftwaffe High k8
are to furnish the Chief of Armed Forces Transport with the necessaery truc ;
The trensport movements must vot be permitted to delay assembly of the foroe

for operation "Barbarossa'.

L The C. in C, Luftwaffe can use the anti-airoraft units of the 12th LITY a
for antimaircraft protection in Greece and Crete. The C.in C. Luftwaffc 80
C.in C. Army will reach the neccssary agreements concerning relieving or
replacing these forces.

5e After the island has been occupied all or part of the airborne ooxrps must‘
be made available for new tasks. Therefore it should be planned to replace it

aB soon as possible by Aray forces,

If necessary, Army captured coastal guns can be used by Cein C. Navy for
building up the coastal defences, /6
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6. I request the Commanders-in~Chief to report the measures planned, and I
also request C.in C, Luftwaffe to infoxm me when he expects to complete the
preparations,

I myself will issug the order for earrying out the operation.

Signed : Adolf Hitler

Fuehrer Headquarters,-
| 12 May 1941
To : Head of the Defence Department

After the disoussion of the 10th May, the Fuehrer has made the following
decisions:

Our endsavours must be directed to removing the greatest number of troops
from Greece as soon as possible leaving the defence of the whole area to Italy,
After Operation "Merkur" (Crete) has been ocarried out the only Army troops to
be left in Greece are those necessary for the defence of the bases of
Fliegerkorps X and the area around Salonica.

It is planned to withdraw one mountain division later.

Where Germen ‘troops have to remain to defend supply bases (Merkur) in
soathern Greece they are to be kept closely concentrated locally, since we
are only responsikle for these distriocts. Therc also, occasional assistange
can be rendered to the local population. )

Germany accepts no respansibility whatscever for any Greek area occupjeq
or to be occuplied by Italian troops.

It is out of the guestion for Germany to play the role of arbitratop
‘between Greece and Itely and for the Greek Government to turn to the Germap
Commander-in-Chief concerning such questions.

12th Army H.Q. is therefore to move back to Salonica as soon as the
situation permlits.

In addition there is no"C.in C. Balkans" but only a "C.in C. German Troops
in the Balkans",

Fhether the Italian ocoupation troops accomplish anything with the Gresk

.. GCovernment or not is not our cancern. Military danger, which could regy)y

in German troeps again being involved, no longer exists now that the Greelk
and its weapong have been removed. Army

All airficlds which are not to be occupied by us are to be placed
immodiately at the disposal of the Italian Air Force.

Signed : Jodl,.

Fuehrer Headquarters,
17 May 1941
Directive Nre 29

1, The objeotive of the German operation in the south-east, i.e. to drive
tho British form the Balkans and to lay the foundation for German air
SECRET /oporatieny
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cperations in the castern part of the Mediterrancen, has been resched, and i

to be extended even further through operation mierkur's
With certain exceptions {listed below), it will be Italr_%;;:‘r:?ilzc'etgeman
guarantee the security of Greck territory in the fut‘_“re' a administretive

authorities will refrain from interfering with seogﬁirf“@man authorities

matters of a general nature in Greece. In part the
are to refrain from acting as intermcdiaries if called upon to do 50 bY
Greeks,

to be reached with the

As for the deli i is ,
ivery of supplies, an agreement 1 thedr pro*bec’blom

Ttalian Armed Forces with regard to supply routes and
2. The following will apply to the German Armed Forces

Arm,y .

The following German troops will remain in Greece;
. upply
(2) Those forces which are essential to guarantee the “security Ofat:lﬁzc:liff.
bases for operation "Merkur". They are %o be closely concon trate

. be

(b) A division near Salonica (see paragraph 3). This aivision ¥il- ;ig;’
charged with safeguarding Leunos and any other islands which sre tO re'umPing—'
occcupied. The areas.including these islands,which
off points for operation "Merkur' must remain in Germén han
operation has been complcted. All German forces no longer nee
o these instructions will be withdrawn as quickly as possiblee
The Italian High Commend is to be informed that all &I‘I’ange[{'ents ?Siﬁh

will expedite taking possession of Greece are to be made with C.an 9’
Army. As the "C.in C. German Trocps in the Balkens" he will move hl-sl) crraitsSe
heedgquarters to Salonica as soon as the situation (operation nerkur” /P

Luftwaffe

. o be
BEven after being transferred to Greece Flicgerkorps X will contmzsuf:vvﬂffo
independent in carrying on air warfare,taking its orders from .10 %0 "o qyan
to whom it will remain directly subordinate. For the defence of thein. tho
area it will cooperate with the 12th Army H.Q. (C.in C. German TroopS he Africe
Balkans), and for the campaign in North Africa it will cooperate with t‘?‘
Corps. Orders on territorial matters which must be regulated in @ e X
memex in the Balkens will be made by C.in C. 12th Army, for Fliegerkorps
as well,

The ground.organisation for the flying formations in Greece and C h
islands will be at tho disposal of C.in C. Luftwaffe for air warfers in the  ica
eastern part of the Mcditerranean. A1l airfields end installations not ne
by us will be turned over to the Italian Armed Forces.

After Crete has been captured C.in C. Luftwaffe (Airborne COI'PS) will

assume responsibility for the defencc of the island. He will submit his h
puggestions as to when the Corps should be relieved. I reserve to m)’zetf the
he future

right to issue orders in this connection, and also with respect to &
oocoupation of Crete.

Navy

In addition to Salonica and the harbour of Lthens, the coastal strip
between the two ports, as far as it is uceded for coastal traffic, will rewain
undsr the jurisdiction of the German Navy. C.in G, Navy will make the
Necessary arrangements for this with the Italians. Later on, the German
Navy will be responsible for the coastal defence of Creste a8 well, if Cretc is
to remain occupicd by German troops. y

s
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As Por questions of a territoriai nature, the same principles governing
Fliegerkorps X will apply to the Navy,

The German influence on the Bulgarian coastal defence along the northern
coast of the hegean Sea is to be maintained, as in the past.

Naval C.in C. South~East will carry out operations and sea-borne transpor-
tation inthe Aegeen Sea with the Italian naval forces assigned to him, in
accordance with the orders of C.in C. Navy,

In all other matters Naval C.in C. South-East is directed to cooperate
with the competent Italian authorities,

3. 1In the area around Salonica the. Germen irmed Forces alone constitute

the final authority with respect to all military measures. The Army High
Commend (C.in C, German Troops in the Balkans) will submit his proposal as tqo
the exaot boundary of this arca,

4e The administration of the Greek territory remaining under the occupatigp
of Germen troops will be regulated by the Army High Comwand, in agreement

with the Plenipotentiary of the Germen Reich in Grecce. For this purpPose the
Greek administration is to be utlised as much as possible, and the employment
of German personnel is to be kept to a minimum,

S5, The "Military Commander, Serbia" has important economic duties to carry
out; therefore the Army High Command will give him full power and will
furnish bim with the security troops he ruquires ih order to be able to
accomplish his mission independently.

6, I await the repor‘!ss of the Commanders—-in-Chief on the measures taken
connection with this directive and on agreements made with the Italians,

' Signed : Adolf Hitler

T e imimte et dme ens mama mprnen S m e meiie e e e e cemcimes sieens ase ceees - ———— -

Tuehrer Headquarters,

23 May 1941

Ke : Rumanla,

Following the report of General Ritter von Schobert, the Fuehrer has
reached the fellowing decision .

on his arrival in Rumania, General Ritter von Schobert will be "GC,in c
.

op s in Rumania'. His tasks will be as follows:

& will meke preparations for the defence measures ordecred for operatj
() I'I?.Barbarossa", and for later attack operations, o

' (b) He is responsible for the protection of the entire Rumanian area, ang can
turn over the defence of Rumanis to be handled independently by the Chigs
of the Armed Forces Mission, as soon as 11th Army takes the offensive
and leaves Rumanisn territory,

Yor this purposc the Chief of the Armed Forces Mission and the Chiefs op
the armasment Missions are subordinste to hiw.  (Cf. the regulations
ipsucd for the protection of the oilfields and the coasts.)

(¢) ife will disouss with tho Rumanian Ghief of State all quostions directly
affecting his tasks.
/Tho
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The Fushrer has given the following orders for these discussions with tho
Rumenian Chief of State:

on his arrival

3 e 3 o onescu A
1. General Ritter von Schobcrt is to call on Genersl Ant his capacity

and introduce himself as the successor of Ficld Marshel List in
as "C, in C. German Troops in Rumania',
. . ; k General
He is to tell General Antonescu that the Fuchrer is plenning to 88
Antanescu to come to Germany for a personal conference.

2. The appointment of a new "C.in C. German Troops in Rumania’ l? lﬁotion of
explained to General Antonescu to the effcct that the present conccl}rc; that

exceptionally strong Russian forces in the western border orea requt this recson,
measures be taken for the protcction of the Rumanian territory.  For su while
the German Army forces in Rumania are also to be increased 0 6 divisions,
the ooncentrations in the Balkan areaarc being dissolved.

3. The combined German-Rumanian task, to protect Rumanian territory a{t);;lﬂst
surprise é.ttacks, necessitates corresp nding Rumanian measures. (.}encrr ol
Antonescu is requested to submit suggestions in this ccnnoction,which Gene

Ritter von Schobert is to integrate with the German measures. :

. - . . . . oai Q.bl\C.
A Rumanian mobilisation on a considerable scale is, however, undesir

k. Any questions as to whe ther Germany expects war with Russie, or perhaps

might attack Russia, are to be cvaded.

5 Should General Antonescu cxpress fears that Hungary might'becorpe hnstilinto
Rumania, it should be pointed out that this danger does not exist since Germs y
would not tolerate it. '

6. Following his conference with Generol antonescu, Generel Ritter von.Schobert
is to submit his suggested plans and regulations to the Operations Planning
Section of OKW Operations Staff.

In eddition, General Hansen (Cavalry) is to submit an appreciation of the
Rumanian Army (fighting quality of the various divisions) and of its CommandCrse

Signed : Keitel

Chief of Stoff, OKW

Fuehrer Headquarters,
9 June 1941

Directive Nre 31‘.

In order to establish clear and oocordinated command in the occupied Balkan
area, I order as follows:

1, I appoint Field Marshal List "Military Commander, South-BEast", with
heedquartexrs at Salonicae

The Military Commander, South-East, will be the highest representativec of
the prmed Forces in the Balkans and will exerocisc exnoutive power in the
torritorles occupied by Germen troops,.

He will be under my dircct command.

2z, Subordinate to the Military Commander, South-East, ere the following
“oumonderss
/(a)
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(a) For the area of 01d Serbia; the "Commender, Serbia"
(General von Schroeder)

(b) .For the area of Salonica and the islands of Lemnos s Mitilene (Lesbos),
Chios and Skyros ; the "Commander, Salonica-iegean Sea" (to be
appointed by OKW). ‘

(o) For the area of Athens, Crete, Cythera, Anticythera and Milos ; the
"Commender Southern Greece" (to be appointed by C.in C. Luftwaffe),

3« The Military Commander, South-East, is to make all military deocisions
for all three branches of the irmed Forces as regards occupation, scourity,
supply, trensport and communications in the occupied south-castern area
(with the exception of questions cancerning offensive air warfare). In
~ozking his decisions he will take into considération the overall task of the
dried Forces in the South-East. Thus command will be simplified and the
branches of the Armed Forces, as well as OKW will be relicved of many detaji)g
and differences of opinion caused by the functioning of various headquartepg
of all the branches of the irmed Forces in the same area.

The duties of the Military Commender, South-East, in detail are as
follows:

(B-) To ensure ‘a coordinated defence against attacks and distur'panoes_in the
. Serbian and Greek territories occupied by German troops, including
the Greek islands,

In addition to the aforementioned Commanders, who are responsible for
carrying out defence measures in their respective areas according 4o
his instructions, the Naval C.in C. South-East and the Commander,
Luftgeu in the Balkans are also.subordinate to him in these matters,
The staffs of the latter two headquarters are to be incorporated in to
his Staff, He himself will decide to what extent the staffs of the
Subordinate Commanders, Salonica~Acgean Sea, and Southern Greece arg
to be merged with those of the other branches of the Armed Forces,

(¥) To dircct in a coordinated manner the extensive transport movements
by water to and from Crete, which will be required in the near future,
and to provide for their protection.

(¢} To regulate cooperation with the Italians, and, so far as is necessap
g P Y
with the Bulgarian Armed Forcea in the Balkans.,

(a) To airect supply by land and sea for all units of the Armed Forces
present in the Balkans, according to their nceds and to the extent
permitted by the transport space available at any given time,

(e) To supervise the Military Govermment of the Commanders, in territorisg
occupied by German troops.

ks The Military Commander, South-Eest has all the powers of a territoriay
Commander in those sections of Serbia and Greece occupied by Germen troops,
including the Greek islands.

The torritoriea ocecupied exclusively by German troops wi'l.l be
operational areas, where the Military Commander, South-East will exeroise
exooutive power through the Commanders, subordinated to him,

Whore German troops are stationed in territories belonging to Italian
arcas of occupation, he will exeroise supreme military powers on hebalf'of' all
branches of the Armed Forces, so far as is required by the wilitary duties op
the Gorman Armed Forcea.

/5s
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co s ander, South-East in
Be For the definition of the powers of the Militexry 3om§l_;2eit’attached.
relation to the Reich Plenipotentiary in Greece, S€€ supp
o . ‘s in the south-sastern |
6., The island of Crete will occupy & special position
axed, ’
. n the air war in the
It will be the operational base from whioh t?tc?::‘?;noin North Africe. (see
eastern Mediterranean, in coordinatiof with the situd
paragraph 7.)
. ing this base arc at
Organising, strengthening, PTr otecting aii_sigﬁﬁn irea.
present, the most important tasks in the sou
te" is to be
AB the base for the Luftwaffe operatlon®, 3‘;&;33?*‘”5;022 to axoroisc
puk dnder a Luftwaffe commander, as apecisl TR | tions of the Militery
executive power in conformity with the gener der, Southern Greece. He will
. Commander, South-East, as the deputy of the Cozlfnan‘slrjmd with a1l the troops
e pespansible for the esordinated defence OT WIE TR " T he will also have
stationed there ond subordinated to him .ﬁ;xi.sation of the Army.
jurisdiction over the administration oré

5 o 1 line from the western
; . as far as.tha, genera ‘ =
a g?'eti:sgei? p:fa'rt-of the 1‘511&:%’ and jncluding the t{c:wn oﬁﬂ f('ﬁgzl'i;‘gpizrih:s
elf‘.gtted to tl;e I: 11"'111‘&136]-jz"gsOﬁ In all téctlgzl mztreiﬁe ;o;mand of the
Zommon defence of ih;a?.s%iid, the Ttalians will unde
jieland Commandant. L
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7. The sir war in the casbtern Meaitel‘rane’m is to be carried ou according
the orders of C.in C, Luftwaffe.
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and their protection by naval or air
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9, Direotive Nr. 29 of 17 May 19471 is revoked, so far as it is superseded
by the above orders.

Signed : Adolf Hitler

e i e o
Delimitation of the Powers of the Reich Plenipotentiary
in Greece and the Military Commander, South-Easte

Ie Relations between the'"Reich Plenipotentiary in Greece" and the "Military

commander, South-East" and towards the Gresk Government are based on the
following:

(a) P‘Gl:,:rerts Decrce of the 28 Lpril 1941 for the'Reich Plenipotentiary in
ece",
"4, I am arranging for a "Reich Plenipotentiary in Grecce". He is to be
stationed in Athense.

2. 'The Reich Plenipotentiary is to represent the politicol, economic and
cultural interests of the Reich in Greece with the new Grevii Government
until formal diplomatic relaotions are resumed with Grecces
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3. The Reich Plenipotentiery is furthermorc to maintain with the Italian
ocoupation authorities the contacts neccssary for carxying out his
duties",

( ) The right Of the "I‘{i.li.t_p’g - C.Qmmm.l_de_r., . _S T E T " b o & :V:ercj‘se e -_\ U ive
b Y. outh-East XS CU b !
PO’W&__I:S in the area occupied bY German tI'OOPSq

II,  The Militery Commander, South-East, is to support the Reich Plenipotentiapy
in*every woy end to coordinate his own measures in Grecce with him,

IIT.  Duties in political, economic and cultural spheres will in general fall to the
Reich Flenipotentiary in Greece. - He will be responsible for negotiations with
the Greek Government as the representative of Reich interests in those spheres,

Arrengements will be made there between the Reich Plenipotentiary and the
Military Commander, South-East, to determine to what extent trade will be carricd
on in the aresa which is to continue to be occupied by German troops.

The Reich Plenipotentiary in Greece will keep the Military Commander, Southw-
East informed about questions of foreign policy, the knowledge of which ig
essential for the exscution of his military duties,

IV, The Military Commander, South-BEast, is to obtain the agrcement of the Reich
Plenipotentiary in Greece, provided the military situation permits, before issuing
militaxry decrees, which might have external political repercussionsa.

V. Direotion of propaganda in Greece is the task of the Forcign Office, whj
. E pagonaca ic
will cooperate with OKW (Opcrations Staff, Propaganda Department), ’ h
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