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" FOREWORD

This study aims at -iving a brief description of the
part played by The Luftwaffe in the Battle for Tunis, 1942/1G43,

Meation is mnade of the principal factors detemining the
course of the air war, and the participation of the Luftwaffe at
various.stages of the battle for this advanced bastion of the
Buropean fortress is showm, :

The study is based almost entirely on the war diaries of
Luftflotte 2, '
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INTRODUCTION

-t e -

The battle for Tunis was a turning point in the history of the
war in the licditerrancan theatre, The full-scale offensive launched by the
Anglo-Aerican forces in the Autunn of 1942 a;yainst the North African bastion
of the Furopcan fortrcss, had as its purposc the destruction of the Axis
positions by ncans of a simultaneous advance froa the East and from the West,
The eneny would thus ensure the essential conditions. for the principal’.
attack agninst the Italion Mainlond, The coursc of subsequent events showed
clearly the important rolc assigned in this plan to the attack on the El Alanein

front,opened by the British Eishth Amiy on October 25th 1942, The same

purposc was served by the Anglomiinerican landings in ilorocco and Algeria,
which, after lengthy preparations, took place on Noveuber Sth.

The Geﬁ.mn—lt;;\lian Hich Cormind parried this ‘thrust in 3 ways:—

‘Ig By attocking the eneny's transport fleet,
'2) By the occupntion of the French Mediterranean coast.

'3) By senling nn expcditionary force to Tunisiz. The iiost
significant of these woves wns the landing in Tunis, whiich gave to the
Lxis powers a strategic point of great importance to their position in the
Mediterrancan, particulerly with regard to the control of the Sicilian
narrows,

The objectives of the Luftwaffe in the new theatre of war were:-

2) To aaintain control of the Sicilian narrows.
3) To counter any direct attack on the Geman spherc of influence,

1; To hindcr the :i1lied Forces opcrating in North Africa,
in Southern Europe,

The exccution of these tasks vas entrusted to Luftflotte 2, which
at the climax of the battle in April 1943, had at its disposal an average
operational strength of 432 aircraft per day, of which 30 were reconnaissance
aircraft, 109 boabers and 293 fichters, 4t the saac tine, the total
encly strength in the Mediterrancan consisted of 2 » 700 fighters, 1,350 mediuna-
boabers and 450 heavy-biubers, a total of 4,500 aircraft. '

THE FIRST PHASE

The opcrations in Tunisio, which lested froa November 8th, 1942
until day 13th, 1943, ney be divided into 4 phases. The first phase covered
the weeks froun the beginning of the landings in French North Africa up until
the end of 1942. In this period, pround actions werc fourht by wmobile uanits
which had becn hstily flunz into.the battbde, The Luftwaffe, on the other
hand, had been sincc the carly days of Noveuber in a position to carry out
effective and extensive cttacks against the eneny. landing forces,

Recomnaissance aircrait had sighted the Allied invasion fleet off
the kMoroer-n coast in cood tiae, and long-~range bombers carried out attacks
against the convoys over a wide arca., Considerable damage was inflicted
by boubs and torpedoes, and some 300,000 tons of eneily shipping were sunk
in November by the caibined cfforts of the Luftwaffe and the German Navy.
During December, bonbers alonc sank 1 destroyer and 1 patrol-hoat and ’
damaged 1 destroyer, 1 M.T.B., 1 submarine and 20 ships totalling 111,000 tons.
These successes brought considerable indirect rclief to the Army, cspecially
as the supply position of both sides was acutc.

Good results were also achieved in direct support of the ground
forces, Bombers, dive~bombers and fighters made effective attacks on eneiy
tank concentrations and wotorised colums, The eastward drive of the Anglo-
Anerican forces froa Al-eria was delayed, enabling us to exfiend our bridge-
head, which was, at the beginning, very swmall indeed,

Although the decisive battle was fousht on the ground, the
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preliminary air war had a material and noral effect on the result, This
was particularly true of transport opcrations by the Luftwaffe, The whole
situation on the new front depended froa the start on the problen of
bringing supplies froa Italy to-Tunis. 4Llthough supplics for the Amy

could not be ‘brought extensively or solely by air, the use of the JU,52
and Me, 323 units ‘oftcn ensured the rapid transport of supplies, notably

at critical moments and in bad weather. This was of great importence at
the beginning of the campaign when the Lridgchead was formed and reinforced
in & race for time acainst the Allies. During Novewber and December 1942,
at least 41,768 personnel, 8,614.8 tons of arns and amwunition and 1472,8 tons
of fuel-oil werc transported to ifrica by air. In view of the numerical
superiority of the enemy air forces, these operations made big derands on
our air defences but these were successfully overccue,

" The role of all Gerann flying units was from the béginning, an
offensive one, since air suprcaacy could only be achicved by a conccntra.tlon
of power at a certain time and place. ZEncuy ground organisation in iorocco
and Algeria was still undeveloped, British bonber units were pinned down as
the result of operations in Tripolitania, and evcryth::.ng therefore depended
on forecing adecision by spt,edy action.

THE SECOND PHASE

Thus in a short time, with the assistance of the Luftwaffe, the
bridgehead at Tunis was expanded into the Tunisian Front, This cxpansion
of the theatre of operations detemined the nature of events in the second
hase of the Battlc for Tunisia, which covered the period frou the beginning
of 9 3 to the end of February of that yc,ar.

The situation precluded a prolonged defensive action in French
North Africa and it was therefore decided to withdraw Romel's army fron
Tripolitania for the re-inforcement of the German wmits already in Tunisia.
The stratcgic beaber units of the Luftwaffe were given the important task of
weakening the eneuy's scale of effort asninst these troop movements, Our
operations were direcied, above all, against the L1lies' supply lines, his
nain bases on the North African coast and against airfields behind the
eneay lincs, Heavy attacks were wmade in par-tioul'ar on the Algerian port
of Bone, The enemy suffered scverc losses in shipping and during January
alone, the Luftwnffe sank 17 ships, with a total tonnage of &80 000 tous
as well as 1 cruiser, 2 destroyers and 2 mtrkl boats,

At the same time, operations of close—range boubers, in direct
support of the Amy played an important part, Loth in attack and defence,
in the Tunisian anl Tripolitanian sectors.: Constant attacks were iade on
eneily air bases. roads, railways, transports, flsk euplacements, concen-
trations of ammour anl behicles, bivouacs, front lines and troops un the
march in the frrntal aireas., Severe losses in men and uater:.al were
therefore. sustained by the cnery. :

The t..nsport of supplies by air continued to bring appreciable
relief to the hard pressed aruy formations, whese surplies were constantly
Jjeopardised by the sea-supre acy of the enemy and by the grave losses
inflicted on our convoys., The air transport units sased the situation
by carrying to both sectors during the month of January a total of
15,415 personnel, 4,728.6 tons of amms, instruments and mun:!.'blons,

12;.9 5 tons of fuel and 8,5 .tons of food. :

The offensive character of our air effort was generally
maintained, but the mmerical strength of the enemy increased daily, and
with the forces, at our disposal, air supremnacy could not be achieved, In
addition, fighters and T.E, fighters were so preoccupicd with aerial
defence over land and sea that they were seldoa available for
independant offensive missions against the eneny, To an ever increasing
extent, they werc forced to confine their attentions to the protcction
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of ports, airficlds; - coavoy routes, cte., and to cscort sorties for fighter,
dive-boaber and uranslaort adlrcraft.opcrations, - The Luftwaffc was neverthcless
able so successfully to achicve its cembined offensive and defensive action,:
that Rouael's army wos able do withdraw frod Tripolitanis accordinz to plan,.
and with the concentration of Germmn~Italiocn forces in a compact fighting area,
the plans of the sixis High Coxaond were coapletdo. : - '

THE THIRD. PHASE

The third phase of the Tunisian Coupaign, lasting fron the 'be[;:l.nn_mr‘
of February to the middle of March, 1943, ves chzracterised by preparations for
the coming. struggle with the Allies, The Geraans a.l._led at securin:; the. riost
favourable positions possible, at horassing the enemy s JlOVU“lOI’l‘tS, and
generally at delaying as long as possible the opening of his offensive. In
the execution of thesc plans, the lxns-conurollt.,d front wos considerably
extended,

Long range boaber attacks on sea targets were included in our plan
of operations, In order to put out of action the cneay's supply lines, the
ports of Algiers, Bonec, Tripoli, Benghazi and Tobruk were to be contiaually
attacked., These attacks were to be supplementory to the attacks carried out
against land positions, and ained at striking ot the root of Allied offensive
power. Attacks on shipping in the Mediterrancan therefore became of less
importance, In February 2 uerch:nt vessels totalling 13,000 BRT were sunk,
and 10 ships totalling 63, 000 BRT and 1 cruiser were danaged. The main
enphasis of _,boabcr,attv-cks ot this tinc was on raids ageinst the North African
ports. Tripoli alone was beabed ’15 tines during the coursec of the month.

Ia addition, 2 concentra ‘cluh of 21l the available resources of the
Luftwaffe was effected for the dircet support of the arny in the forward
battle areas. Ground strafers, dive-boulbers and fighter beabers carried out
attacks froa suitable bases in the Tumisian area, and exccllent results were
scored apainst tank. /1 To, troop concentrations and apainst airfields,

Lir mesivity in South Bastera Tuaisic lwuencd in extent and in
importance bt the withdrawel of our tank forces in this area was coupleted
accordin: to plan, '

Bven at this tine, when the Luftwfic wvas at the peak of its success
in Tunisia, the supply problem wae ciditicnl. aAlthouih it had been possible to
effect scuae improvemeut with re;nil to the pascage of supplies by sea, the
part played by our air trausport waits re mined of vital, Laportance,

Without their hclp, it would have been itpossible to feed the front with
troops in time for them to Lo of any use. In Februaxy, 1943, 10954 personnel,
3918.5 tons of arws, equipnent and mmwitious, 240.9 toas of fucl, and 1 & tons

of fool were flown over to Tuuisia, :

With the concoubindtion of our forces in a sarllex axea, the fighters
engaged on aecrial defcnce becmas o more couapact force; this prove"i to be
beneficial Lo our defencés in Twisia, and alse foeilitated protection of our
convoy routes between Sicily and Africn vhich were being atbacled with ever

growing vigour by the ensmy.

THE FOURTH FHASE

. Thus the enemy was prevented from making full use of his great
numerical superiority and was obliged to wodify his plans, These important
results were in a great measure due to the skilful handling of the Luftwaffe's
resources, But.in splte of this temporary respite, the enenry's superior
strength made it impossiblc for us to postpone for any lenyth of time the
opening of his offensive., The lack of a strategic air force prevented us
fron attacking the enemy's rear bases and. the flow of Allied reinforcements
could not therefore be interrupted. This decisive foctor may be said to have
furned the scales in favour of the Allies, who hod the initiative during the
whole of the fourth phase of the Campaign, beginning at about the middle of .
March, 1943, First of all, our prepe r¢d positions in the Southern battle
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area were cut off. Tie long awnited attack on the siareth Line began on
darch 16th, and the Italian Firet Ary vas pushed back to fortified positions
north of Gabes. The eneny had not yet achicved the break-throush that had
been expected and all vitol strotegic points were still in dxis hands.

The position first becane dongerous when the enemy launched
sinultancous attacks on both Tunisicu fionts. Ey this time, our depleted
forces had had to abandon all Southern Tunisic and were erowded together
in the North Bastern area. The encay was now advancing inte the imnediate
vicinity of the main ixis supply bases and could toke full advantage of
- his aerial supericrity not only to carry out attacks on our troops, but
also to block our supplies. Our cwe air force lacked forvord nirfieclds and
could -consequently not reuain long over the ccibat area. In spite of all
‘these trials, ow successcs remained greater than would be considered
possible under such donditions,

, Linited use was still made of lonz-range bombers for strategic
boubing operations, but the overall situaticn deuanded that the Luftwatfe
be employed to an increased cextent for defensive purposes, and the long-
range-borber fornations had also to provide close support for the Ay,
Consequently they werc divorced fron their prover role and could do even
less than before to interfere with eneny reserves and reinforcements behind
the battle area, :

, Attacks agninst shipping were however continued on o reduced scnle,
Inportant operations aixing at the disruption of illied invasion plans
were carried out ngainst the Ports of Bone, Philippeville, Djidjelli and
Algiers. Apart froa thesc attacks, the Luftwaffe in Mrrch and Lpril sank
6 ships totalling 39700 ERT. 3 subaarines and 1 cscort and damaged 44
ships, 2 destroycrs arnd 2 subanrines,

The operations of the ground strafers, dive bembers and fighter
boubers werc very sinilar to those of the heavy bouber fonrtions. They
had to contend with ever gsrowing difficultics. Their ground orcanisation
lay near the front and wvas coatinunlly subjected tc illied attack. Encuyy
defences became sc stronz that our boabors could only operate vhen their
path had been swept by fishbors. Comscquoencly, still greater demands were
made of the Luftwaffe, and due to the Iack of fighters for escort duties,
sorties had to an increasing exteat to be ande Ly night,

Another important task wrs the protection of our air transport
units, Our shipping novencrts, alroody disrupted by cnceay attack, becaue
even more precarious fue to wnss oncentions Ly eneay fighters over the
Sicilian Straits, :nd these had in faet to be discontinued after the cnd of
Lpril. The role of the transport nireraft was therefore all-inportant in
the coriticnl last wocks of the cuapaign.  Ths eneay had clearly realized,
this, and attacked thea with the utinost vigour, A serious aireraft shortage
set in and operations wers finnlly restricted to nicht flyins; for greater
security. Delay was incevitable and often duriung the last wecks of the
canpaign it was necessary to employ bowibers to truusport supplies,
particulaxly fur’ from Sicily.to Tmrisic, Finally such operstions became
altogether impossible, nd ofter iny Jth supplies had to be dropped to the
land forces frou the air. The last trunsport flight was made on the nirht
of #ay 12th, During Ayril and Moy an average of 56 aircraft a day has
carried at lenct 8049 personacl; 5232 tons of arias, equipient and
mmtiions and 6.6 tons of fucl.

Flak units, which at the beginaning of the cnapeign had becn
cuplcyed on anti-aireraft dutics, vere during the closing stases throwa
in to support the aruy as ground artillery formationse Their work was of
great value to the German-Italian forces; particuler success wms achieved
by light Flak units against tonks, srioured vehicles and fortified
pusitions, These flak units of the Luftwaife fourht heroically until the
end, and were among the last to surrender,

Thus broken, without food and water and surrounded by their
-wounded and dying courades, our troops awrited the final assault of the
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enerly, On May 13th, the inglo-finericans attacked our few renaining defcnces,
Qur troops had no norc amwunition and the whitc flag was hoisted,

The victory of thc cneily over our troops in Tunisia was due solcly
to our nunerical inferiority and supply difficultics. But their fight
had not been in vain, To quote the High Comend Corwmique (OXKW Bericht)
issued on May 13th, 1943, "By .your resistance, disputing bitterly every
inch of ground, you have for nonths on end tied down strong cneny forces
and have caused then severe losscs. The relief thus gained on other '
fronts, and the tiase that has thus been won, have been of inestimable
value to the High Coxiand",
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