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. Report No, 1, From the Regierungsprisident, ARNSEERG, WESTPHALIA, to

the Minister for Home Affairs, Dated 2 th June, 1943.

- In the night of May 16th/17th 1943 an air raid warning was sounded
at 00.23 hours, At about 00,30 hours = 0045 hours the Moehne Dam, which
was protected by six 2om, Anti-Aircraft guns, » was attacked by enemy eircraft
with large ocalibre bombs, There Was no balloon barrage and the attack was
carricd. out fram a very low levél, A number of bombs fell into the reservoir
:mmedlately in front of the Dam, thereby weakening the structure and probably
causing a number of fissures, .4 further bomb hit the Dam itself and aided
by the pressure of the contained water mass made a breach 76 metres wide and
21=23 metres deep, It is now impossible to ascertain whether this breach
was caused by the bamb itself, or whether the original hole was later enlarged
by the escaping water,

An immense floodwove poured through the Dam into the Moehne and Ruhr
valleys The main wave, carxrying about 6,000 cubic metres of water at a
height of 8 metres (up to Neheim), reached a speed of more than 6 metres per
sacond, Below Lake Hengstey it still had a speed of 3 metres per second and
then slowly spent itself, At 07,30 hours, 1 3500-2,000 oubic metres per second
were still flowing through the Da,

The warden of the Dam, Oberfoerster Wilkening,had a direct line to
the exchenge at Soest and a tieline to thc Dam itself and the man on duty therc.
This line wes tested every night eccording to instructions and was found on the
night in question to be in perfect orders During the raid, however, the
terminus at the Dem was destroyed by a direcet hit and this put the main line
to Soest out of order, After wasting precious minutes trying to get through
to Soest, Oberfoerster Wilkening finally ran to the station of the Ruhr-Lippe
Railway and got through from there via Koerbeckcs According to a statement
by Post Office officials, this gall was received between 01,10 and 01,15 hours.
Between 01430 and 01,35 hours a second report, warning of an impending flood
catastrophe, was received, Before that nothing was known here of the two
calls of the Oberfoerster,

The Post Officc was hindered in its work by the fact that the electrio
light had failed and candles had to be used., Officials tried to ring through
to Neheim via Menden, They wérc unsuccessful, becausc the line Soest=-Menden,
or more probably Menden-Neheim, was already under water, Exact details
cermot be esteblished now, The vehicle and driver, on duty for just such an
emergency, were unable to transmit the warning further down.stream, since the
roads had already been flooded with incredible speed,

‘The enemy air raid lasted until 03,23 hours despite A.A. fire, but -
no further damage was caused,

According to instructions laid down, Regierungsdirektor I (N:Lemesch)
had gone to the Town Hall as soon as the low=flying airoraft indicated a serious
attack on the town of Armsberg neer the dam, He got to his post at 00,30 hours
and satisfied himself that all the emergency services werc operating according
to plan, When the report fram Soest of the damage to the Moehne Dam was
received at 00,50 hours, he :ered:.ate]y ordered the Police at Nehein to be
notified and then the Police stations in the towns further downstream, The
Warning was a.ctually received in Neheim before the arrival of the floodwave,’
but since, owing to the air raid warning, most perple were in their shelters,
it was almost impossible for the police to warn the population effectively and
in ’bmeo

As I was on duty in Berlin at the time, the Regierungsdirektor,
after ordering the warmning to be passed on, notified my deputy of the
ocourrence, He then requested irmediate help from the Armye. After doing
that, he went to thc Dam to inspcot the demege on the spots The troops
which had been asked for arrived in Neheim at 05,00 hours although they had
had to arrange trensport first, The police reinforcements which we had
asked for also turncd up quickly,
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\ The party arrived at-the Dam’'at 01,20 hours and found the
telephone destroyed as reported, They tried to issue warnings from
the neighbouring Moehneseeterassen Hotel, but werc unable to get through,
The watorworks engineer, who was onec of the party, then asked to be taken
to the flooded sreess This took some time, since by then most of the
reoognised rosds had been cut, They finally errived at Neheim at about -
03,00 hours and found the Council assembled in a high=lying building
which had become the headquarters of the rescue services, All the local
officials and the Deputy Gauleiter errived elmost immediately. Everything
possible had been done, and the orgenisation was running as smoothly as
could be expected, .

As soon as I mysclf rcturned from my duty Jjowrncy, I, in
conjunction with the Reich Defence Commissioner, took all measures that
became necessary, as the situation developed, ‘

If, in the coursc of investigation, the question of tho
cfficecy of the werning system is raised, the following obscrvations
should be noted. '

Whatever the warning system cmploycd, matorial damege could
not have been minimiscd cxcept in a very small way, such as for example
the driving of cattle on t» high ground: Houscs, factories and
installations could not have been moved, although a small number of
valusbles might have been evacuated, The very rcgrettable loss of
human lives could hardly have been avoided in the danger zone because
of the size of the breach and the tremendous specd with whioch the dammed-
up water was releascd, Thec casualties in arcas further removed from the
seence of the catastrophe were, in the circumstances, unavoidable, but had
the warning system been spcedier some lives may have been saved, Any
shortcomings in the warning system must be attributed to the failure of
the competent authorities to give us correct information as to the
possible effects of cnemy bombs, Had we been informed that there was a
-possibility of the encmy using bombs of such weight, we should have
realised that the existing warning system was inadcquate and our
technicians would have concentrated on devising a more effective systen.
Alternatively, the danger arca could have been evacuated for the duration
of the war,

‘Immediately after the catastrophe, I went into the matter with
a Post Office engineer, who made the suggestion that a cable should be
crbedded in the structurc of the Dem itself, which would, in the event
of that structure being affccted or agitated, automatically transmit a
warning, This would bc irmediate and all human crror would be cut out,
The details are not ready ;ch, as thore arc difficulties with the supply
of materials and laying of thc wircs, Meanwhile, local warning systems
heve been installed at all dams in such o way that the population would,
in an cmergency, have sufficicnt time to save themselves,  The develop-
ment of a perfect systenm is having constent consideration.




Roport No, 2, _ From the Rﬁegiez&ﬁxggpx‘asidcnta Arnsberg,  to the Minister

+ of lebour, Dated 22nd Junc, 1943,

Results of the raid .

Damage to river and riverbeds: The bed of thc Mochne and the Ruhr is
silted up below Ncheim end has moved in many places, the river having
changed its coursc slightly, - The Mochne, from the Dam to where it
flows into the Ruhr, and thc latter up to 1e¢5 km, below that point,
'will have to have its banks completcly reconstructed, Below Neheim,
in the "Ohl", large gravel banks have becn formed and arc cutting off
the valley, They hinder the drainage of the floodwaters and arc the
rcasoh why large arcas of the Mochné vallcy arc today still flooded,
The so-colled Mill - or Upper Canal, which branches off frem the
Mochne above Neheim and supplics water to a number of industrial
concerns and to' the hydro-cleotric installation of the firm
F,We Brocckelmami is completely silted up, Works. dependent on
this woter supply are ‘therefore idle,

Damage to Hydro and Elgctric Installations: On the Moehne, the power
station Mochnesee - capacity 120,000 XA (kilovolt-amperes) -
been completely destroyed, includ::.ng the campcnsating rescrvo:l.r.
All lerge machinery, with the exception of a transformer which was
reoovered 100 m, downstrecam, has diseppcared, The small power |
station situated further south is so heavily domaged that it will
probably be impossible to repair it again, Heavy demage has also
been caused to the water-works at Schulte in Guennc, Hennecke in
Himmelpforten and those of the VEW with a transformer station in
Niedercnse and of the firm of Brockelmonn in Neheim,  The
buildings and plant of the smnll power station Moechnesee have
remained intacte In the Ruhr velley, the power station of the
water-works at Echthauscn has escaped structural damage, but the
weir and mechonical installations have been destroyed, . At
Wickede, weirs have been destroyecd at the loocal power station,

* the Soest water-works, and the Vercinigte Stahlwerke (Steel Works),\
ond also at the 1oca1 power station at Froendenberg, where large

" portions of the banks of the Upper Canal have caved in, The dom
of thc water-works at Gelscnkirchen in Langschede has been similarly
destroyed, The Hengsen weir of the Dortrund water-works and the
power installation Westhofen of the same campeny have also been badly )
damageds In all these cascs, works of great economic importance
are involved,

The dems of the Ruhrverband on the Hengsteysee, by the Stiftmuehle
between Hengstey and Harkotsec and the power installatiors on the
Harkotsee have also beer damnged due to rmd, silt and the undermining
of its structu:pe.

The watcregauge installations at Nehein, Froendenberg, Echthausen
and V:Lll:l.ngst have suffered fairly heavy damege,

The following dnmage was causcd to overhead and underground
electr:.o cables: .

100 kV Overhcad cable Unno~Nchein 4 destroyed for 3 knm,
25 kv " Froendenberg=Nchein "3 .
10 kv " " Niederensc-Honningen " " 2 km,
10 kv " " Echthousen~Bremen - n " 2 Ym,
10 kV Underground " Niederense-Volbringen " " 1 ¥m,

25 kV Overhead cable Ncheim-Moehne power station is destroyed in a
number of places, altogether for about 2 km,
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All the lincs mentidned above have now been repaircd, Supplies
of eleotric power have beoen resumed with the exceoption of the line
Nehein-Moehne powor station, which is still under repoir,

The local circuits at Guennc, Niedercnse, Nehcinm-Huesten I,
Vosswinkel and Echthousen have also suffered considerably, the
stations in their arca having boen damnged and silted up,

Danoge to water=works ond purification plunt: The water-works of the
towm of NehéirmHuesten, situnted in the Moehne valley, -which served
the whole towmn district of Neheim, have been completely destroyed,
A second works, further downstrean has also been put of of action,
That port of the town which is affcected is being supplied from ‘
Huesten by means of o terporary p:.pel:me, laid above ground, .

The water~works along the Ruhr ieCe Golscnkirchen, Herm and
Dortrund as wcll as those at Hagen, W:Ltten and. Bochum have a.lready
'bcen reoponed, after flood danage had been repaired, and are now in

2 position to supply, quantitatively, the most urgent nceds of the
area.. As the q:.ality is uncertain, chlorinntion has been ordered,
and the population told to boil all water before use, The water-

~ works supplying the towns of Soest and Gelsenkirchen have both been
put out of action,

. Of the purification plants, those at Neheinm and Froendenberg
have been rendered unserviceable,

Danage to railways: The main line Hogen-Kassel is heovily domeged
between Neheim ond Wickede and slightly damoged between Wickede
and Froendenberg, The lines were in places corpletely undermined
oand ot Wickede both rails had been lifted bodily off the embankrient
ond washed on to o lower-lying field, Traffic has been resumed for
local troins since the 8th June and for express trains since the
11th June, The southern part of the station at Froendenberg and
the branch line to Menden hove been campletely wreckeds On the
line fron Wetter to Witten, one rail hos been undermined in parts,

The norrow gouge railway Ruhr-~Lippe has not boen able to
resune operations on the Moehne valley line, The rails fran
about 145 km, above the station at Niederense to the Mossfelde
estote some way below have been washed away or covered in rmd,

Dannge to bridges and roads: All road and narrow-gauge roilway
bridges have been destroyed in the Moohne valley, The work of
reconstruction has been taken in hand, In the Ruhr valley, the
following damage has been reported: The road bridge by House
Fuechten is threatcned by high water but not daomaged otherwise,
The two at Neheim have completcly disappeared, Of the ferro-
concrete bridge, not even the piles have remained, The upper
part of the iron bridge has becn washed 100 m., downstrean and
deposited in the river bed, Of the railway bridge sbove
Wickede the flood bridge and that over the upper canal have been
destroyed and the bridge over the Ruhr heavily damageds At
Wickede the road bridge hns been corpletely destroyed, likewise
the road and the roilway bridge of the Froendenberg-Menden line,
The flood~bridge at Lengschede has been destroyed end the foot
bridge is threatened by high water ond damsgeds The road hridge
in Giesocke is slightly damaged, that over the Mill channel mare
heavily, The road bridges at Schwerte end Westhofen are also
threatened by high water and damoged, One of the supporting
pillors of the roilwny vinduct over Loke Horkort has collapsed,

The damage to roads varies from the appearance of pot holes

to the carplete destruction of the road bed and surface, The
worst domage ocourred to a stretch of rood in Wickede, '
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Damage to. industr:.al undertaklgg_' Numerous 1ndustr1al installations
have been hard hit as a result of the attack. ' In many ceses
materials, buildings and machinery have been swept away by the
floodwaters or damaged extensively by mud, Also they have been
hindered indirectly by the damage to electric and water supplies,
Worst hit of all were the firms s:l.tuated in the lower Moehne
walley around Neheim,

The camp for workers from the Bast, which had been crected for
the Neheim industries at a cost of nearly a million marks, has
completely disappeared, A number of factories further domstresm
have becn damaged too and have had to suspend production, but I
have not included them in my survey, since théir damage consists less

. of that caused to buildings, as loss of tools, machinery and stocks
of material, I will however mention the steel works at Hegen-Kebel
and the steel works Harkort-Eicken in Wetter, In both cases the
smelting ovens and rolling mills were working at full pressurc when
the disaster ocourred and damage was so heavy that it camnot yct be

. a.sscsscd.

Damage to:dwcll:.ng houses: The local. Councils have 'repori:et,i,the'
following demage: . ) A
COUNCIL Destroyed Heavy damage Medium demage Slight damage
Arnsberg 40 9 " 20 117
Soest 37 20 30 98
Iserlohn 2 . 28 48 48

Total 79 57 98 263

The largest arcas of devastation are in Neheim and Wickede,
where many houses were so campletcly washed away, that only the
remains of the lower walls cen be scen to show where they stood,
Same houses have been only half carried away whilst many are still
intact apart fron the roof, which has disappeared, Most af the
houses in question were massive structures with double walls, On
the other hand, in Niedorcnsc some quitc flimsy wooden buildings
have w:l.thstood the flood waters and arc intact right up to the
second floor,

Agrioultural damage: The "Kreisbavnernfuchrer" (local farmer lea.ders)v

rcport the following agricultural damage:

In Kreis Arnsberg 386 hectares of arable land and anout .
100 hectares of park, horticultural or woodland were flooded,
making a total of about 486 hectares,

20% of the wheat, barley and carn crop. is totally destroyed,
and of* the rest only a maximum harvest of 30% cen be cxpcoted,
The root crop has been campletely destroyed, 40 hectares of
arpble land haveboch laid waste through loss of the top soil,

In Krcis Soest 280 hectarcs are completely and 153 heotares
partia]:l.y destroyed, oW well as about 4 hectares of woodland,

In Kreis Iscrlohn onc f‘a.rm was campletely. and one pa:ctz.ally
d.estroyed.

. According to present estimates, the follow:mg losses of livc.
stock werec su;f‘f‘ered -

_KREIS , .__Horses and Cattle Pigs -
Arnsberg 155 A
Soest o o 245 360
Iserlohn , : - 86 - R )
Total . R 186 L . 526
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Moehne Dam, the available Yeservoir Space has been halved, The
result will be that the additional supply of water to the Ruhr
will have to bec curtailed. The quality of the water will be
cdversely affected and consumption, unless supplies can be got’
from other sources such as the Lippc, will have to be cut down,
cven for industrial consumers, It will depend largely on the
speed with which repair work cen be carricd out and also on tho
Wwoather during the sutumn, to what oxtent industrial - in part
War industrial - production will be affected, '

Influcncc on towm and country planning: It would scem desirable, when
roestoring dameged and dostroyed property, to pay duc attention to
improvement and plamning,  Actually the Plamning of the aroca hit
by the disaster loft much to be desired, A fact preventing large
Sscalc roplanning is, that it is nceessary to restore traffic and
production as quickly as possible, The roilway authoritics who
had plamed to improve the linc from Hagen to Kasscl, havo thercforc
been forced to abandon the schome and mercly restore the line to its
previous condition, It will however be possible to introduce new
plans “in same casos where road and. town planning cen be carricd out,
It is, for cxample, plammed to robuild totally destroyed farm houscs
in different form and move then entircly out of the rcach of flood
vators, whilst the tom arca of Neheim in the valley of the Moechne’
can be campletely replanncd, In the lattor casc factorios would,
of course, have to be rebuilt in their old locations » Since the
Wwastage of remrining buildings and foundations could not be enter-
toined ot present. Two other factors would also have to be
considered - whether, by noving the Mochne bed, a more fovourable
channel could be found, thus gaining veluable industrial land; ond’
whether a better route could be found for the Nicdercnse-Soest road,
if the upper bridge on the Mochne in the tovm arca were rcbuilt,

At the same time the question of a revision of the route token by

the narrow-gauge railway Nchein-Nicdercnse and its conneotions with
the Nehein factorics will have 4o be dealt With, In order to clarify
the position, I intond to hold a confcrence of all the authorities
concerned, I sholl roport the result of these talks. in due coursc,
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