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Panzer Div

1 July 1942

.The divisions are en route forward into the assemblﬁr areas, G.,H.Q. directs

that the commisesion muet not fail to be i 4

v : ocerried through exactly to time. It
is reported to Panzer Army Africa that i el >, ¢
precisely in times the divisions will pro?oa‘bly not arrive

There are still difficulties of terrain in the 21st Panzer Division area,
Units of the 15th Panzer Division have moreover moved to the left near to the
21st Penger Division. At times it appeared that the 21st Panzer Division had
moved too far towards the west, but it turns out that false advance line
positions were given.

The time of attack cannot yet be foreseen.

The 21st Panzer Division has won through the difficult stretch of ground and
is now meking good progress. It looks as if it will be able to attack at
0600 hrs. Reports from the 15th Pangzer Division are not yet fo hand, but
@.H.Q, is awarc that the first units of the division are moving in the
direction of the launching line, '

The last units of the 2ist Panzer Division ere still in contact with the
enemy in the south, 8o that there are still enemy units to the west of the
arca reached by the German troops,

0.C. 15th PanzeT Di‘_fision has reported at thc Corps battlc headquarters
that the division will probably be ready for the attack at 0600 hours.

The 21st Panzel DiViSi‘_Dn moved in and shortly afterwards the 15th Panzer
welle .A little afterwards, the latter attacked an enemy base half
pivision. The attack is meking but slow headway with both
divisions. The G.0.C. himself has driven up forward to the ficld of combat,
in order to uwrgg the attack forward, Thc defence from & major ¢nemy base near
and to the north of Deir cl Shein is very strong. A dive-bomber attack which
hed been ordcred was not carried out, as the 15th Panzer Division is going
well forward nowe The 21st Panzer Division is also meking progress.

Division a8
right of the

The enemy i8 bog:}rming Yo yield towards the east end south-east. The 21st
Penzer Division 18 breaking into the strongpoint with their gunncr regiment,

The north-west part of the fortification has been taken by the 21st Panzer
Division. TH® strongpoint is very large; meny prisoners have been taken,
Tho onemy i attacking the 21st Panser Division from the south with tanks.
Our own tenks &re moving into action in a counter-attack.

i has been up till now at s .
G.H,Q. whioh 1 at the old position, is being brought
for;m;»a to Deir el Abyad, where the Battle headquarters is finally to remain.

The 218t PanzeT g;}v:'!.sion %s again in action in the strongholds G.H.Q. orders
the 15th Panzer 1V:;Sd°nbt° elmm?to the enemy tanks in front of 21st Panzer
Divisions wh:gc: must doubtless be in a position in the rcar of the 15th
i810De

From thc PenzeT Army Africe rcports it has been ascertained that X A Corps
1o to the left end reex of the Africe Corps, thetXX Army Corps 1s follggzng the
Afrioca COrPS» and that the 90th Light Division hes already thrust far shead,
The letter has however proved later to be false. Panzer Army Africe hes
altered its intention of advencing to the south-west from the area reached;
it is ordering inoreased rcconnalssences towards the east, since a later
operation in this direction is planned,

i in the stror int, -
Fighting 18 going on ngpoint, 40 tanks are breaking out towards
the south=west I{Qmﬁ :ﬁz 21st Penger Division, To olose the gap, parts of
the battle echeion Africa Corps are being put into action betwecn the

_divisions. They are succeeding in throwing back the cncmy,
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1840: The 21st Panzer Division has taken the strongpoint and captured over

44.00:

1500:

1200 prisoners as well as putting a large number of guns out of action,
The division is setting up a hedgehog defence position and is intend-
ing to press further forward on the coming day, Liaison between 21st
Panzer Division and the 15th Panzer Division is no longer in existence
to the south in the Alem el Dihmeniya zone, Corps battle headquarters
is at Deir el Abyad,

Panzer Army Africe directs that the area ordered must be firmly held.
The Africa Corps is to get ready to attack towards the south and
south-east,

Corresponding orders are issued to the divisions, The 15th Panzer
Division also receives the order to block the E1 Himeimat -
Alem Nayil track,.

In spite of diffioulties that have arisen » the Africa Corps has wrested
great success from an enemy dug into strongpoints,

The activity of the enemy Air Force during this day has agein been
notably lively, Many bombing attacks were successful, Tl}e.enemy is
also attacking on into the night with night bombers, Activity of
the Luftwaffe was very slight.

The supply situation with regard to ammunition and fuel is worsening,
Replenistment is urgently needed.

2 July 1942

The tank situation with the Corps is bad again, There are only 37
vehicles ready for action.

In the night continuous bombing raids met with success and the e:!uppl).r
colums were blown up; there was no improvement in the supply situation.
There is no change in the activity of the divisions. An advance
towards the south-east is intended after replenishment of fuel stocks,
It is an urgent task for the 21st Panzer Division to clean up the
strongpoint taken yesterday. The division has the impression that the
énemy is building up a new front in the east after the loss of the
strongpoint, :

The forenoon passed quietly up till the commencement of several bombi{lg
raids., Panger Arny Africe communicates its fresh intentlgn of‘attack:.ng
towards the east in order to make a thrust later in the direction of the

00ast, The corresponding orders are to be given verbally to the
divisions,

The divieions are to attack first of all 7 km, towards the east end
then pivot towards the morth » in order to enclose the enemy strongpoint
a% Bl Alemein, The 21st Panzer Division is importent for the thrust to
the north; it is to surround the send dunes nesr Alem el Onsol; the

15th Panzer Division is %o follow the 21st Panzer Division. Opening of
attack 1500 hours,

The divisions arrive punotually, G.H.Q. is meking a change of
position in a south-easterly direction; however it is soon brought to a
halt on account of the great concentrations of vehicles; G.0.C. travels
forwerd only with his operational Steff officers,

Panzer Army Africa order provides for & pivoting of the Africa Corps

towards the west after the erea to the south-east of Alamein has been
won. Orders to the divislons are not required at first.

/Liaison
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With the 21st Panzer Division as well nothing

3

Liaison is soon established between the divisions after the launching of
the attack, The enemy resistance is very heavy; the 15th Panzer Division,

. south of Alam el Dihmeniya has to face especially heavy ertillery fire.

Soon after, tanks come up on the right flank of thé division, but they then
retire towards the south. It appears that the movement was made in order
to attack the 15th Panzer Division on the south flank, The flank of the
division is in grave denger, es XX Army Corps is dependent on GeH.Q.
ordering the Ariete Division to be brought forwarde

The expected attack from the south is taking place.

The 21st Panzer Division is also in aotion north-east of E1 Ruweisate

The 15th Panzer Division is driven on %o the defensive; the cnemy 18
attempting to encircle it by a semioirculsxr movement, The enemy tenk attack
in the south has been brought to a standstill. These tanks however soon
renew the attack. The 15th Panzer Division considers support from the 21st

Panzer Division necessary.

deoisive has happened as yet.

The enemy seems to be removing his tenks again from in front of the 15th
' ttack on the north wing.

Panzer Division and to be preparing for en &

The 21st Panzer Division comes up to the attack once morc. The 15th Panzer
Division is still on the defensive owing to the superior enemy tank forces.
The attack by the 21st Panzer Division is however not p?ssz.ble unless the
15th Panzer Division advances, as an encmy strongpoint :l.s.esta?lished on
its right flank, At the approach of darkmess the atteck in spite of all
efforts had not advanced more then 3 - 6 lm

During the whole of the day there were once again heevy air_raids. Our own
fighter defence was not nearly sufficient, FPanzer Army Africa reports that
in the coming night however night fighters will be brought into action.

The supply situation is agein difficult; ammunition especially is short,
Extensive reconnaissance is ordered for the coming day, continuation of the
attack conocentrating about the 21st Panzer Division.

Even though the objective of the attack oould not be reached beoause of
strong enemy defences, nevertheless the Africa Corps has achieved considerable
success end inflicted heavy losses on the enemy. Considering the strong
superiority of the encmy this is to be valued espeoially highly. It must
further be borne in mind that action has been going on for days by day and

by night without ceasing, and signs of fatigue must begin to show in leaders
and meXe

The trensfer forward of the Corps battle headquarters is not being cerried
through as plemnned, because of the unsuccessful attack and the large
concentrations of vehicles; in the hours of the afternoon G.H.Q. went back
to the old position. Ga0.C. has been disoussing details for tomorrow's
sttack with both divisions and only returned to Corps battle headquarters

sbout midnight.

3 July 1942

In the night British air aotivity has again been very intense. The

continual raids by day and night are hindering the troops seriously; our
own fighter defence is not to be seen,

/ The
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The tank situation is very bad again, The 21st Panzer Division has
only 20 tanks, the 15th Panzer Division only 6, ready for action,

Panzer Army Africa orders the continuing of the attack on 3 July at
0900 hours. Army artillery (L batteries) is supporting the attack, ¢
Later operation by the Littorio on the left wing of the Africa Corps i
is intended. Reconnaissance Unit 3 is to follow the attack of the -
Africa Corps on the right wing and is to hold itself in readiness E
for a later overhauling movement towards the north-east. I

0415: The correspondiné orders, in particular for the movement of Fhe
15th Panzer Division towards the left, come through to the divisions.

0700: The situation of the enemy in front of the divisions is unaltered; the :
enemy has retired a little in front of the 21st Panzer Division, The =
division has however not followed up the observed withdrawal of the
enemy, as there was a Aanger of being cut off in 'consequence of the g
gap between it and the 15th Panzer Division, 3

0900: The divisions come up to the attack. The enemy still holds a
threatening position on the south flank. Units of the Ariete Division -
8re even going back, The 21st Panzer Divisian, whose left wing is
going forward to E1 Ruweisat, requests the bringing up of the 15th
Panzer Division; this has however been accomplished in the meentime.

The attack by the 21st Panzer Division is making but slow headway,
The enemy tanks, under cover of a slope, are awaiting the banks of
Pmmr%@mMSSmdSWthe@MgmmwdmﬁmﬂyTmﬁ“?
heve not yet gone into action becsuse of the unclarified situation in
the south-east, Enemy units are retiring before the 90th Light
Division which is attacking from the left of the 24st Panzer Divisions
The C,-in Ce s who has stationed himself in the advanced battle
heaQquarters of G,0,C,, is again ordering the 90th Light D}v151on to
g0 into the attack, 1§th Panzer Division is ordered to join up with
the Ariete Division which is abtacking to its right. Lt eppears howover
that the Ariete has lost almost the whole of its artillery and tank
strength during the enemy attack in the carly morning.

1110: 20 tanksg on t

forwara + he south flank of the 15th Panzer Divisionare going -

Owards the north, G.0.C, orders the division to cover the right
thon 10 Join up on the left with the 21st Panzer Division. It will
en be possible to form a continuous front, giving the defence of the
ThEht flenk to the 21gt Panzer Division, and so bring it forverd, For
the same Teason the C, in C, also orders an artillery attack by the
15th Panzer Division against the enemy tank forces,
12003 The 15th Panzer Divigion is defending existing advences on the flank,
The 21St'Panzer Division is gaining a certain amount of ground, Panze?
Army.Afr}ca is still pressing for the attack to be cerried forwarg,
Considering the superiority of the enemy, our own slender tank strengths
the ammunition barrage and not least the fatigue of the troops, it will
ngt be possible t0 reach the objective of the attack todey, In the .
first instance all this depends on an advance by the 15th Penzer Divisions

1300: The situation op the south flank of the 15th Panzer Division has improveds
the enemy tank attack is at e standstill; 6 eneny tanks have been
destroyed. The Italien tenks have not come up to the attack at all yets

!/
As a result of the strong cnenmy defence, the attack by the 21st Panzer
Division is algo at a stendstill, The division is going into action
agein at 1600 hours, after reorganising, and requests that the
Littorio Division which up to now has only followed the 21st Panzer :
Division should itgele go into the attack.

G.0,C,

t has been summonea to the C, in C. It is under discussion whethe¥
a con

invation of the attack promises suocess,

/ 1600:¢
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Both divisions are going in to attack, If the tenks come forward now, the
attack cen still succeed, Panzer Regiment 5 is advancing to the south of
El Ruweisat, Panzer Regiment 8 has soon caught up.

Headway is being made, Alem Baoshaza is taken by artillery.

The attack is however at a standstill in the face of 50 enemy tanks with
strong artillery, It is a great encouragement to the troops that dive-
bombers should appear again just today and attack the enemy in front of them.

The tanks of the 21st Panzer Division are advancing agein, But the enemy has
‘evidently made up his mind not to let them through; sccording to reports

- received there is another fresh attack to be expected from the south. The

divisicns are meking no further advence; 1 km, north-cast of point 6? o
Alam -Baoshaza - point 38 the attack has come to a standstill. The divisions
are going over to the defensive.

Panzer Army Africa order is transmitted; the divisions are t9 go over to
the defensive. The day's objcctive has not been reached agaln.today.
Reasons are given above. Several bomber and fighter-bomber raids were
successful again today.

The supply situation has become even worse; the most serious shortage is of
ammunition.

4 July 1942

Considersble enemy fiying activity agein during the night.

The 15th Panzer Division is being attacked by about HO enemy tanks. The
attack is however coming to a halt, Artillery is being brought to bear on
the 21st Panzer Division, but no atteck is followinge G.H.Q. orders that

the boundary line between the 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions ghould be the
line 66-73 and its extension (east-west line); the boundary line between
the 15th Panzer Division and the Trieste Division should be an eas§~west line
running sbout 3 km. to the south., There is no contact with the Trieste

. Division.

At the Corps battle headquarters a oconference with the C. in C, is taking
place; also taking part arc G.0.C. X Army Corps, G.0.Co XX_ArmY QOFP?’ 0.C.
Littorio Division and the Operations Officer of the 90th Light Division.

After an explanation of the situation the C, in C. orders that Panzer Army
Africa is to go over to the defensive in order to ease the difficult supply
situation and to allow the non-motorised units to keep up, but thig Will.
not cause other attacks to be abanfoned, since the 21st Panzer Division is to
pull out at once and transfer to the area to the south of Alam el Dihmaniye,
while the 15th Panzer Division is to be responsible for the defence of the
whole Africa Corps sector. The subscquent velief of the 15th Panzex
Division by the Brescia Division, and its transfer into thec area to the west
of the 21st Punzer Division is intended, so that the Africa Corps is
available for new attacks, Next operation will probebly be towards the
south or south—east to wipe out the New Zealand Divisione

The corresponding order is given from G,0,C, to Colonel Creasemenn by
telephone., The division must take over the sector point 69 - Alam Baoshaza -
point 38. Contact on the right with the Trieste, on the left with the 90th
Light Division. It is also responsible for the ocovering of the neighbouring
wings. Strong defences are to be brought forward, As communicetion with

the 21st Panzer Division is broken, the Operations Officer of the 15th Panzer
Division is to convey this order to the 21st Panzer Division. 2 advanced

/ detachmenta
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detachments are to be formed from the 21st Panzer Division. One is to
attack the enemy situated in front of the Brescia Division near El
Mireir, attacking from the east via point 66, the second is to advence
towards Alam Nayil., Both advenced detachments are to move up at once;
the rest of the division is to move up at 1500 hours at the latest. The
orders will also be given again by radio.

1030: The tank battle in the 15th Panzer Division arca is at a standstill, The
' division's ammunition situation is still very greve; there are still 10
rounds available for cach battery. For defence towards the south-east
the battle cchelon of the Africa Corps is moved forward about L km.
towards thé south-east., Warning frem the 15th Penzer Division that it
will not be-gble to hold the sector alone will have to be ignored, The

divisicn once more receives the express order to begin taking over at
once, .

1300: Again there is a strong tank attack from the east on the 15th Panzer
Division, The ¢,0,C. is again on the field of combat and orders that
one battalion of Motorised Infantry Regiment 104 should if necessary be
held tack, The enemy, as is only to be expected, has observed the
withdrawal of the 45th Panzer Division and is applying very strong
pressure, The now sector of the 15th Panzer Division is '!?eing su‘bggcted
to very heavy gunfire, However the 21st Panzer Division is suocceeding
in pulling out without outstanding losses.

1445:  The C. in C. informs the Operations Officer that tonight there will be
carried out e movement of the 15th Penzer Division to exchange with the
Srescia Division, 21st Panzer Division is to take over th? sector of
the Brescia Division, whose left wing is somewhere near point 58 to the
north~east of El Mireir, until the arrivael of the 15th Panzer Division,
The C., in C. wishes to speak at once to the G,0.C. about this regrouping.
Because of the criticel position of the 15th Panzer Division, however,

it is out of the question for G.0.C. ‘to leave.the field of combat Jjust
now,

keconnaissence by the 21st Panzer Division establishes the existence of
a strong enemy post to the north of Alem Nayil, which cen be taken only
by assault, Fanzer Army Afrioca is being informed of this.

1500:  The position of the 15th Panzer Division remains as grave as ever, G.0.C.
thercfore orders thet Penzer Regiment 5 remain in the old area to start with
Even when the order was being issued however the regiment had already
retired, The forward linc of the 15th Panzer Division had to be taken
back about 2 km, in face of the strong enemy attacks. There are no
forces to reinforoe 15th Panzer Division at the disposel either of
Ponzer Army Africe or the Afrioa Corps, epart from the 21st Panzer
Division, as the battle echelon of the Africa Corps is being used in
order to alose the gap between the right wing of the 21st Panzer Division
to the south-west of Alam el Dihmeniya and the left wing of the Brescia
Divigion near point 58, Only a flak battery can be assigned to the
15*h Panzer Division. On the basis of the report given to Panzer Army
Africe about the situation in front of the advanced detachment of the
211% Panzer Division, the 21st Panzer Division is ordered not to attack,
It will be its duty to block the path., The situation of the 15th
Panzer Division is unchanged. About 40 tenks have broken through, end
overcome units of Motorised Infentry Regiment 115, As Panzer Regiment 5
was already in its new positions, the 6.0.Cs has abandoned the idea of
trensforring it back into the area of the 15th Penzer Division, as it
scems that the situation has eassed, From intercepted enemy wireless
measeges it ocan be oonfirmed thet he intonds to attack from the south.

So it is importent that the 218t Panzer Divisinn should soon reach its
arca and ‘also that tanks shculd be at its disposal there,. :

/ 1800:
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1800: The 21st Panzer Division reports that it is in position with some units in
the northern part of the arca. The Pavia Division is likewise still in
action there with the front towards the south., Considerable concentrations
of vehicles have thus arisen; relief can be gained only by an expansion of
depth in the front. The division is informed that the battle echelon of the
Africa Corps is being sent into action on the eastern wing of the Brescia
Divisione.

1900: In the 15th Panzer Division erca things have become quiet again, The number
of enemy tanks before the front has however increased, The division's orders
for the coming day remain the same., According to a report from.the 21st
Panzer Division, therc is contact between the 15th Panzer Division and the
Trieste Division in action to its right,

2035: The bulk of the 21st Panzer Division is in the northern part of the arsa 58
ordered. The danger from the south is held. As the battle group which was
to have mopped up the cnemy in front of the Brescia Division could.not be
cont into aetion during the day, this battle group is ordered to withdram.
The divisions are Cirected that battle emplacements etc, are to be construc-~

ted for the defence now ordered,

e is ¥ in the
2215; Before the front of the 15th Panzer Division there is movement even in )
darkness. The noisc of tanks is also to be heard. The lel.:‘;L;OI]fls ?fpeg?{;ﬁe
an attack and requests the bringing up of guns and the support ol units

Army artillery. The Africa Corps is uneble %o help.

In spite of considerable eneny attacks the front has been peig. The f(iaghting
strength of the troops diminishes however more and more qlféc_ y e;r;ery agie
A withdrawal of units in order to give them a few days' rest 1s not possi

in the critical situation of the moment.
The cnemy is again developing intense activity in the air by day and in the
nighte.

36 tanks arc ready for action with the Africa Corpse

n becomes even worse, although

1y situati with d t itio
The supply situation wi regard to ammunil % tho afternoon,

some small supplies ceme through in the course o

Battle headquarters is again near Deir el Abyade

sent over to the Bresocia

o iai been
In the course of the day e liaison officer has snformed of the aituation.

Division, so that the G.0.C, can always be quickly

5 July 1942

In the night there has been an eneny breskthrough in the area of the Brescia
Division on the Quettara Track., The position was soon restored when the
Koenen Company was sent in; this unit is subordinate to the Kiehl Combat
Staffel in aotion to the north of it, and is placed at the disposal of the
Africa Corps for mopping up opsrations,. :

0700: Panzer Army Africa orders irmediate relief of the Pavia Division by the
248t Panzer Divisisn. The Tavia is to ooccupy and build up two strongpoints
at points 73 and 63 behind the present front of the 15th Fanzer Division.
The strongpoint at 63 is to be built up in suoch a way that it will also be
ePfeotive on the north side. For the improvement of the bases end for the
mining, the engineecr battelions of both divisions arc being engaged, Details
are being discussed by telephone by the Operations Officers of the divisi-ns,

/ 0920:
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0920: The Pavia Division has been relieved without aiffioulty, but is not
.moving into its new area in spite of 21st Penzer Division's insistence,

The G,0.C. drive.s to the 21st Panzer Division and to the Lindemann battle
echelon, :

1055: It is intended to withdraw a motorised infantry battalion from the 15th
+ Panzer Division so that a reserve force will be available in the event of
a fresh enemy attack on the Brescia Division sector. After the recent
heavy fighting, however, Motorised Infantry Regiment 115 consists of only
2 companies, Operational strengths have dropped sharply during the last
few days, and no Africa Corps unit exceeds 50% of its-established
operational strength,.

The Luftweffe is very active again today, To oap everything the
Italians bomb our troops again.

1220: The Pavia Division is still in its former area, The enemy situation
remains unchanged, The 15th Panzer Division is under very heavy
ertillery fire,

1600: As the gap between the 21st Panzer Division and the Brescia Division has
been closed, the Afrioa Corps battle echelon will be sent in on the right
wing of the Brescia Division in the area of point 58 to establish oontact
with the Littorio Division, which is holding a sector in the area..north-
east of Munqgar Wahla, In addition, Reconnaissance lfnlt 33 and units of
the Kiehl battle echelon are situated on the left wing of the Littorio
Division, . _

1825: The Afrioca Corps battle echelon has reached the area ordered and is ready
to restore the situation in the event of an enemy attack,

1945: Between the 15th Panzer Division and the 90th Light Division there is
8t111 a gap which up till now has only been covered by artillery fire.
The 15th Panzer Division receives the order to close this gap. Heavy
gunfire is still being brought to bear on the division.

No further changes have ooocurred in the Afrioa Corps action, The divisions
are notified that effective defence demands the construotion of fortifica-
tions, without consideration for the probable duratioh of the operation.

Extensive mining is ordered to increase the strength of the defence,

In order to fill the positions where troops are 1&°k1n% s reinforcements

are being flown over from Italy to Tobruk, Transport from there must be
effacted by troop-oarrying vehicles. For this purpose each c.hva.sion is

to supply 25 lorries which will be continuously usedhm the immeaiate futum
by Panzer Army Afrioca on the Tobruk - El Daba stretch.

Each division moreover' is to supply 50 lorries for the Luftwaffe; this
consignment will cause considerable hardship, 88 *’heit-ﬂ?OP-CBrrﬁng
vehicles are already in large measure employed in bz nging up supplies,
mines and persomnel reinforcements, Individual units are only to a
limited extent mobile. In addition the Africe Corps must make Infantry
Regiment 392 mobile to a certein extent, On theso grounds Panzer Army
Africa is postponing the carrying out of the order till later,

6 July 1942

Until bombing attecks and heavy gunfire begen the night was pagging
quietly, The tank situation is improving gradually. In the pagt few
days as well our cesualties have beon far less than the losses
inflicted on the enemy.,

/ The i
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The Chief of the General Staff of the Africa Corps is deputising for the
Chief of the General Staff of Panzer Army Africa who is ill, His deputy is
the Operations Officer,

In the forenoon nothing of note to report until some intense enemy flying
activity and lively gunfire,

1200: 15th Panzer Division is made responsible for moving the Pavia Division into
the newly oxdered strongpoints, The division is notified that it is to remain
engaged in the forwerd line up till the time when the Pavia Division is fully
ready for action,

In order to disperse the large concentrations of vehicles, Panzer Army Africa
orders that all vehicles which cen be dispensed with should be moved into the
area to the west of Deir el Abyad, The divisions receive orders for moving
the vehicles; more detailed allocation of the area is %o be made by the
lecader of the battle echelon of the Africa Corps, which is in action to the
south of them,

the battle echelon, one battery
ts disposel, According to the
t to the west of the Quattara

e expected.

In order to raise the fighting strength of
of the 15th Penzer Division is placed at i
opinion of the Africa Corps, an enemy thrus
Track from the south towards the north is to b
1420: Panzer Army Africa orders by telephone: The Brescia Division is to relieve
XX Army Corps to the east of Alam el Dihmeniya in the night of_6/7 July,
XX Army Corps is to be moved back on both sides of the water pipe track.
The 21st Panzer Division is also to take over the Bresoia D?.v:..s:!.on sector,
This order is transmitted by telephone to the 21st Panzer Division, end
follows as & telephone ressage later, The later report from the Operations
Officer of the 21st Panzer Division that the divisions seofor of the Division
is very wide, does not in any way alter the order given. The division had
assumed to start with, that the battle echelon of the Africe Corps would be
placed under them for the ooccupation of the sectoT. This misunderstanding
is being explained. The battle cchelon remains engeged in the o0ld area and
further is directly subordinate to the Africae Corps. Liaison exists in
cormwon among the several troop sections in action on the left wing of the
Brescia Division. There is therefore a continuous front, It must be granted
it has ‘the serious disadvantage that it juts out in a sherp engle towards the
south-east, south of E1 Ruweisat,

The enemy puts out feelers in the afternoon with sbout 15 tenks against point
40 on the left wing of the 15th Panzer Division. The division is still
encountering heavy gunfire, However no attack has followed yet.

1800; The gunfire is still going on. Now the Corps battle headquarters is also
under heavy fire from a southerly direction. Single motor vehioles are

damaged,

Nothing of note to report up till the approach of darkness, snd also until
midnight,

The mining operations at the strongpoints in the Pavia Division area have
been begun. Since the enemy is specially afraid of our 8,8 om AA gums,
Panzer Army Africa has ordered the installation of dummy guns. This work has
been begune

The divisions receive an order to submit a sketoh of the operation,

The inquiry whether at least 20 lorries ocamnot be assigned for the Luftwaf
fe

is answered in the negative by both 4ai ssigned for the

already given in the report, d ivisions. The reasons are the same as

/ 7 July 1942
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In the night heavy gunfire again and intense eneny flying activity. The
relief of the Brescia Division is not fully carried through, as some units
of the Brescia Division are still in the old area,

The tank situation is showing a further improvement,

The building of strongpoint 63 is completed, strongpoint 73 is not yet
fully completed, The work is being continued,

In the early morning there has been especially heavy gunfire directed on
the 15th Panzer Division, The fire is now concentrated on the right wing
of the Baade Group, against which a tank attack is being launched under
cover of smoke shells, One tank succeeds in breaking through, The
attack is however beaten off; 3 cnemy tanks are shot up, .

In the course of the day several orders are issued, partly based on
directives from Panzer Army Africa. Use of radio is to be limited as far
as possible in order to prevent radio dircction finding; each man is to
take with him pernanently 15 sandbegs out of the captured supplies,
Totally unservicesble vehicles are to be placed in the decoy minefields
to deceive the eneny, -

Panzer Army Africe orders that the Tricste Division is to extend its rigl:xt
wing as far as the left wing of the 21st Panzer Division. The distribution
of men between the two divisions is now very thin, so that the possibility
of infiltration by the eneny arises, It is reported by Panzer Army Africa
that the Brescia Division relieving the Trieste Division receives the
order to form a mine barrier before its position, to begin with on both
sides of the Quattara Track, Engineer Battalion 200, without one company
Which up to now has been subordinated to the 15th Panzer Division to bl:ll?.d
the line of strongpoints, is again subordinated to the 21st Panzer Division.
The nines are to be brought up by troop-cerrying vehicles.

There is no particular change in the activity of the Africa Corps. Th?re
are continuous enemy air attacks; the fighter-bomber ai.:tacks are especially
unpleasant, Heavy gunfire is still being directed sgainst the 15th Panzer
Division, All is quiet with the 21st Panzer Division,

The construction of the strongpoints in the Pavia Division area goes on,
and the setting of the dummy gun emplacements is making progress as well,

48 has alrcady been mentioned a number of times, the fighting strength of
the Africa Corps has recently deteriorated considerably.

In the next few dé.ys’ Infantry Regiment 382 will be operat:}ng in the
Afrioca Corps sector, It will be brought up in troop-carrying vehicles.

Panzer Army Africa reports that Reconnaissance Battalion 33 in the line
Quaret Abu Saq - E1 Kharita hes stoppcd an enciroling attempt by
superior enemy forces, ’

The G.0.C, has been with both divisions end has disoussed with the C,0. s
details of the operation and also the details of the general defence
directives,

8 July 1942

The 15th Panzer Division reports that the eneny made a breakthrough on

the right wing of the division towards 2345 hours. The strongpoint
sltuated there has beon teken; the situation ocould be restored only if

the divisional reserve wes sent in., It wes reported later that in this
breakthrough five 5 om, anti-tank guns were put out of action by the enemy.
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G,H.Q.. fears that at break of day a renewed enemy attack is to follow at the
point of penetration, The 21st Panzer Division is therefore ordered to move
half of its tanks in such a way, that they stand ready as from dawn behind
the left wing of the 15th Panzer Division for an engagement in a south-
easterly direction,

The 21st Panzer Division reports that this order has been carried out., Under
the leadership of Licutenant Colonel Mildebrath 19 tenks are in rcadiness to
the south of point 63, :
The night passes quietly for the 21st Panzer Division. No losses were sus-
tained in a heavy bombing raid.

The C. in C. comes to the Corps battle headquarters. A discussion is taking

lace on the enemy's und ing by night against the 15th Panzer Division,
P y's undertaeking by nig are cleared up; the strongpoints

Further, doubts on the question of mining & °
of the Pavia Division are not, as was originally o;dered by anzeg.Army .
Africe, to be mined round about. The C, in C, insists thatig con 1nuoui mine -
field is to be made, For the mining, troops other than engineers are also to
be cmployed,
In the immediate future increased reinforcements will be brought up to bring
units up to strength again soon.
As already ordered by the C., in C, by telephon®, Colgne% %iggyni; taking
over the command of the 15th Panzer Division with effec .

is 'di ; ; : tion of mining and
The Go0.C. is discussing with Colonel Crascmanh the ques
of bringing up reinforcements. It is intended to withdraw the bulk of the

s i s PR in the night while leaving units to
division behind the Pavia Division in tsgthét the vehicles are to be

protect the mining., The G.0,C. also dircc ; . °s 2
widely dispersed and that in order to avoid mishaps like thz,e'cﬁgountered
in the past night, officers must at all costs go on guard at night.

The seme points arc also disoussed with the 21st Panzer Division by telephone,
ffected by troop-carrying

Transport of the reinf ts rust again be ¢
ransp orcecments nust ag y the supply columns.

vehicles, as relatively few can be brought up b

Infantry Regiment 382 arriving in the next few days will be p}aced! less one
the one battalion is going to the

battelion, under the 21st Panzer Division;
15th Panzer Division, The divisions will have to arrange transport and

supplies.

The G.0.C. is going to the 15th Panzer Divisinon.

The 21st Panzer Division surprisingly reports that the enemy strongpoint on
the Quattara Track to the south-west of E1 Mireir has becn taken, A dive~
bomber attack ordered for that area must be cancelled at once, Hill 73 at
Buweibat el Raml is also free of the enemy., The 21st Penzer Division is
sending observers forward,

The expected enemy attack on the 15th Panzer Division has up to now not come
off, The gunfire is weeker than on the previous days. The tenk battalion
of the 21st Panzer Division is nevertheless left to the south of point 63,
so that it is ready there if necessary, if there is an attack in the neigh-
bourhood of the 21st Panzer and Brescia Divisions,

The order is issued to the 15th Panzer Division for a withdrawal behind the
Pavie Division as was already discussed in the forenoon.

75 enemy tanks take up position against the strongpoint. They are however

not attacking yet. The evening also '
Division. g passes quletly for the 15th Panzer

/ Flying



2150:

2215:

2255

0610:

0620:

0900:

12,

Flying activity somewhat less than in the previous days,

The 21st Panzer Division reports that a patrol has ennounced that the
enemy strongpoint at Qaret el Abd is apparently evacuated, Several
serviceable vehicles must have been left behind undestroyed, On enquiry
the division receives the order to leave an armed reconnaissance unit in
the strongpoint; it is to be withdrawn only in the event of a strong
enemy attack. This order is emplified shortly afterwards to the effeot
that at least one company with artillery observers is to occupy the
strongpoint.

It is 8till quiet in the 1 5th Panzer Division area. The division is
ordered to hold the panzer reginent ready as an operational reserve. The
division reports that during the night the units proteoting the mining
before the northemn strongpoint have been withdrewn, as the mining
operations are completed thers,

The 218t Panzer Division receives by telephone the order.to oocupy
Qaret el Abd with an armed patrol,

A survey of the present fighting strengths is submitted to Panzer Arx?y
Africa, As a result of the increased demands on vehicles, single units
in each division are immobilised, It is fortunate that a supply of tanks
can be counted on, As it cannot be forecast at present how the situation
will develop with regard to the tanks to be repaired, the newly incoming
tanks will be divided equally among the divisions.

9 July 1942

With the 15th Panzer Division the night passes ql.lietly u:r.ltil.the s’f:art of
gunfire which is direoteg ageinst the division with varying intensity,

The C, in c, rings up the G,0,C, to be informed on the.position. In gpite
of the reports to Panzer Army Afrioca the previous evening, the G, in C,
has only just learned from G,0.C, that the strongpoint Bab el Quattara has
apparently been evacuated. He considers it very important to advance at
once in order to ocoupy the strongpoint completely. This advance oould
howover not be ordered by the Africa Corps, as the plans hitherto have been
to defend the present south front and to strengthen it by mining, PFurther
Army intentions were not known to the Africa Corps, except that on the

previous evening the Army (Operations Officer) epproved the sending out of
an armed patrol,

As a result of the confe e th the C. in C., the order is issued to
the 21st Panzer Divisionr:gopu:% ?orwa.rd to the strongpoin!: with an
advence battalion, The engineer compeny still remeining with the 15th
Panzer Division ig again placed under the division. In ?.ddltion, Panzer

Africa gives the information that Reconnaissance Unit 3 ig engaged
at Ghebel Kalak end the Littorio Division in the area to the south of
Deir el Quattara. In the moantime the 21st Penzer Division reports that
the patrol in action against the strongpoint hes withdrawn towards the
north in the face of the superior enomy foroces.

The G,0.C. is going to the 21at Panzer Division in order to settle
details conocerning the engagement of the advance battalion, eto,

The C. in C, appears at the Oorpg battle headquarters and complsins that
the cnemy strongpoint has not yot been oaoupled. On the grounds of the
report by the Operations Officer thet Bab el Quattara is still occupied

by the enemy, the C; in C, orders an attaok by the 21st Panzer Divigion
at 1000 hours. Panzer Army Africa artillery will support the attaock to

/ start
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‘The 21st Panzer Division received the

. 13,

start with, with a mortar battery, later with the Boeckmenn Battery (3
batteries of captured guns). The command is given personally by the C, in C.
by telephone to 0.C. 21st Penzer Division, It is later confirmed through the
Operations Officer of the Africa Corps. According to air reconnaissence
there are only small enemy groups south of the divisions The order as it has
been up till now has been altered, and the Littorio Division is now attacking
Qar:;i el Abd from the west; it is however to withdrew a little towards the
south, , .

hags moved ups The G.0.C. comes back

to the battle headquarters. A conference on further.plans is taking place.

The mining activities on the south front are +o be discontinued at once, The
ated in a telephone message

orders given already by word of mouth are corrobor >PE
%o the b1st Penzer Division, The Lindemenn battle group 12 to join the
attack and reach point 80 on the Quattara Track, To the right of it the

Kiehl battle echelon is going forward towards the south.

The 21st Panzer Division reports that point 101 on the Qua‘btaﬂf‘a Track is
strongly held by the cnemy. PoThe fortification is likewlse still occupied by
the enemy.

iviei : . ; the north-
The division is also to carry out intensive reconnaissence from s

east with artillcry observerz against Bab el Quattares It also receives the
order to report on the reasons why the fortification hes ‘not been occupied,

The Kiehl battle echelon has thrust towards the south; there are only enemy

patrols before it,

At this time a tank attack from the south-east is developing against the
15th Panzer Division., Later, tanks go forward from the east; it does not
however lead up to a heavy attacke

11 held by the enemye Motorised

Hill 101 on the Quatt is sti
Quattara Track is stl jness for an attack there,

Infantry Regiment 104 i ding itself in read
f Ty ~o8 4 is holding 1ts torised Infentry Regiment

Qaret ol Abd is attacked from the north Db II/M

104; III/Motorised Infentry Regiment 104 3{3 attacking from there eastwards.
The Penzer Regiment hes moved olose to I/Motorised Infentry Regiment 10k.
The companies of Infantry Regiment 382 which errived on the previous day are
still engaged to the southewest of Alam el Dihmeniyae

st the enemy on Hill 101, The

Dive~bombers are sent into action again _
ainst the enemy situated in this

Littorio Division is also going forward ag
position.

The Lindemsnn battle echelon has reached point 80 with its most advanced
sections, and is under gunfire from the south-east.

order to pivot towards the east after

reaching Bab el Quattara and the area to the south. To the right of it the

Marcks Group of the 90th Light Division is going forward; to the left and
rear of this division is following the Lindemann battle echelon. The 21st
Panzer Division received the order to olear the Quattara Treok of mines.

The operational report of Panzer Army Afrion brings no changs. For the
purpose of uniform command of the attack, the Lindemann battle echelon, whioch
is in sdvence on Deir el Khewebir, is placed under the 21st Panger Division,

The fortifiocation at Bab el Quattera is taken. To the gouth of it there are
still enemy groups which are being attacked by the Marcks Group. The
reconnaissence units in the south have thrust far towards the east iInto the
area ) lkm, south-west of Managir el Debar, Dive-bombers are agein being sent
into aotion egainst the enomy between them, the Meroks Group and the 21gt
Panzer Division to the north of Ghebel Kalakh,
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Panzer Army Africa orders the attack to be launched. It is to be started
by daybreak, Objective of attack for the 21st Panzer Division is the area
north-east of Deep Well, Commencement of attack 0530 hours. Right of the
21st Panzer Division the Littorio Division is to attack, to the right of
this the Marcks Group. '

The G.0.C., has remained longer with the 21st Panzer Division and does not
return to the Corps battle headquarters until after the approach of
darkness,

The Army, as it apparently takes for grented a general withdrawal of the
enemy, is planning to go over to the offensive again. The divisions are
accordingly to hold themselves in readiness.

Enemy flying activity has been less today then in the past days.

Panzer Army Africa announces that each division can count on receiving 5
heavy field howitzers on self-propelled mountings. The divisions are
instructed to prepare the sites for the batteries,

10 July 1942

In the night especially heavy gunfire is to be heard from a northerly
direction. Vetersns of World War 1 claim that is surpasses even the
heavy barrege of the Western Front, It is later known that a deep
penetration has been mede on the coast road.

With the 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions there is nothing of mote to
report.. The ninefields before the 15th Panzer Division have been com-
pletcd. On inquiry to Penzer Army Africa it is however decided that the
division again has the responsibility for the defence of the Pavia
Division's sector, ‘

The G.0,C, goes to the 21st Panzer Division which is moving up to the
attq.clc according to plan.

The C, in C.- comes t» the Corps battle headquarters and orders that a
battle group consisting of tenks, guns, artillery end enti-tenk units is
to be assembled and to start on the way en route to Hill 21 to the west

of the Quattars Track. The order is given by telephone to the 15th
Panzer Division which at present is the only unit concerncd. The commander
of the battle group, Captain Kirsten, receives precise instructions on the
operation from the Ce in C. The battle group is directly subordinated to
Panzer Army Africa., The breakthrough has in the meanwhile come to a halt;
the Army is however counting on a further push from the enemy and is
Pressing for speed,

The Ybattle ou d in order to reach the target area, In
the 21st Panzg- nggzizzeiriiﬁwiﬁe artillery has advanced some km. up to the
hil:!‘ of point 104; Panzer Regiment 5 has advanced through as far as Alam
Nayil. The enemy is still established in that part, and so the panzer
regiment has come to a halt, Nothing is known concerning the situation
with neighbouring units,

Panzer Army Afrioa orders the units to go over to the defensive after
reaoching the objective of attack northeeast of Deep Well. An east front
is to be formed to extend the east front already in existence. In order
to bring forward the attaock for the purpose of reaching the objective of
atteck, it is urgent thet the 90th Light Division should advance. The
division is at a standstill to the south of Ghebel Kalekh owing to lack
of fuel. The Littorio Division on the other hand has retired before an
eneny counter-thrust, The exaot situation with it is not olear, There
are no indications that the enemy is strengthening his south front as a
result of the attack.
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The 21st Panzer Division is at a standstill sgain. The continuation of the
attack jointly with the 90th Light Division is planned for 1600 hours. The
Ewert battle group is drewn up in such a menner that it cen advence in a 1
general direction point 112 - Ragabet el Retem. |

The 21st Panzer Division has moved up to the attack again, and also the 90th
Light Division., The defence is still very strong. The 90th Light Division
is meking better progress and has arrived at the same hill wherc the 21st
Panger Division is still at a standstill in face of the enemy to the south-
east of Alam Nayil. The enemy ia apparently receiving reinforcements; the
21st Penzer Division reports unloading of infantry near Deep Well, It is
later confirmed that there is a strong enemy base here, The G,0.C, returns
from the field of combat in the evening, after speeking personally with

0.C, 90th Light Division at his battlc headquerters on the further conduct
of the battle, etcs As a result of his discussion by telephone, 21st Panzer
Division is ordered to go over to the defensive., One battalion with a light
battery is to be left near Bab el Quattara, to be ready for action at the
shortest notice. Penzer Regiment 5 is to hold itself ready to cover the gap
between the 21st Panzer Division near Alem Nayil and the Bresoia Division
east of Alam Dihmaniya. The 15th Panzer Division is also to hold the Panzer
Regiment ready for a similar operation.

er Division has not altered in

The situation of the enemy facing the 15th Panz 4
directed against the division.

the course of the day. Gunfire has again been
Today there have again been no bombing raids; the cnemy has sent out only
armed air reconnaissance.

As a result of the cvents of the past days, Panzer Army Africa orders that
the troops must be rcady for defence from 0400 hourss. :

G H,Q. orders that in spite of the existing lack of veh:f.oles (because of
supply Jjourneys eto.), transport must be constantly evailable to transfer

quiockly large consignments of all weapons.

jnforcements from Tobruk are

The lorries sent out for the transport of the re
they are no longer at the

still being used by the Army for continuous supply;
disposal of the divisions,

11 July 1942
Gunfire and borbing attacks in the night,

About 30 enemy tenks attack Panzer Regiment 5 to the north-west of Alam Nayil,
The attaok is beaten off after a rather long engagement, No attack is made
on the 15th Panzer Division.

The C, in C. rings up the G.0.C. and orders the 21st Panzer Division to be
relieved. In the north the situation remains as serious. For any attaock
that might arise against that erea the division is %o hold itself in readine
ess in the area to the north of El Mireir., The 90th Light Division takes
over the whole sector; it is placed umder the Afrioca Corps, and Reconnaissance
Unit 33 and the Littorio Division are subordinated to the 90th Light Division,

The G,0.C. gives the ocorresponding cormeand to the Operations Officexr of the
15th and 21st Panzer Divisions. The commend is communicated by wireless to
the 90th Light Division, as at the momeht there is no telephone communication
in existence, The division is to take over the El Taga - Bab el Quattara
geator, E1 Taga, Chebel Kalakh, Bab el Quattara are each to be ocoupied by
a battle group. The last is to be held at all costs, as it is a corner stone
of the position; German troops are also to be engaged there alongside the
gittzriotﬁi.vision. tahe 1;116 now reached is to remain occupied in order to
eceive enemy; ere is to be intense i

is ococoupied by Reconnaissance Unit 33, patrol activity as well, &1 Teqa
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The 90th Light Division mukes it known that only Infantry Regiment 200 is
available for Bab el Quattaras This is however still in action t.alongside
the Trento Division; a relief there does not come into the question, It
is therefore later ordered that the Menton special unit is to trensfer
into the fortification,

0900: Staff of Panzer Regiment 5 is to be left with a battalion in its present
operational area up till the end of the movement. It is again made clear
that Bab el Quattara must not be cvacuated until the arrival of the
relieving German troops. Advance battalions are to be set en route for 7
the new area as soon as possible,

The-Lindemann battle echelon remains in action and is placed under the 15th
Panzer Division, as is a battalion of Infantry Regiment 382, The sound-

- ranging battery of Construction Battalion 11 » engaged in the southern
sector, is remaining witk the 90th Light Division.

The 90th Light Division is very weak in artillery; the Littorio Division

however has at its disposal one battery of the Panzer Army Africa
artillery,

0930:  The tenk battle in the Panzer Regiment 5 arca has flared up again iy

enemy tanks attempt an outflanking movement, The attack is beaben off,

but it is not going to be possible to withdraw units of the Panzir .
regiment in daylight, as the enemy observes every movement closely en

imediately takes counter-measures.

1030:  The C. in C. discusses the situation with the G,0.C. It is very tense in
Y P . . e e 1
the north. The withdrawal of units of the 21st Panzer Division must at al

costs be speeded up, :

The G,0.C, proposes to send forward Reoonnaissance Unit ?3 -m.t::lz dlr?.:-
tion of Menaqgir el Daba; the C. in C. sanctions this ?eCISion;rd € unt
receives the order to press forward again end rcconnoitre ng bs ea; 5 km,
&nd northeeast. It reports cnemy to the north of Managir el Daba an
to the south-west of Deir el Munassib.
1100:  The first units of the 21st Panzer Division arrive in the new a.:sembly areas
0.C, Motorised Infantry Regiment 10k reports to the G.0.Cs On the
C. in Ci's order the movement to the north is not yet to begin.

A1l is quiet with the 15th Panzer Division until the artillery opens upe

The 90th Light Division intends to leave Infantry Regiment 361 .
28 & whole, This decision is not ratified, In order to have a unifie
forward front the division is ordered to withdraw the %-eg:.ment at the
latest by dark, The isolated strongpoints are to be mined and the enemy
mining of the Quattara fortification has to be reconnoitred.

The Africe Corps knows nothing about the aotivity of the K{Lrsten Groyp, :
which is dire:ggly subordina.tegto Panzer Army Afrioca. NOthntligl §§s§:t1al

18 to be gleaned from a report by the battle group. The 90 10 1o

Division reports that the E1 Taqa fortification really lies km, h

further towards the west then has hitherto been assumed. The Army has

ordered a new mine barrier between Bab el Quattera and the right Win‘%h

Of the Bresoia Division, For the purpose of & unified operation, bo

engineer battalions are placed directly under the Africa Corpse.

1200:  0,C. 90th Light Division is agein coming for the purpose of a oogf‘ez":}rioe
Wwith the G,0.C. All details of the operation are again disoussed wi
him,

1400: Reconneissance Unit 33 has again- reached its old position.

i
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‘broad front, Both attacks have been repulsed and los

17.

The Africa C;ox'ps is in agreement with the proposal by the S0th Light Division
that the unit should also blook the gaps in the southern flank.

The ienton Speccial Unit has arrived in the Quattara fortification, so that
the.la.st motorised infantry battalion of the 21st Panzer Division can be
relieved, The 90th Light Division has had no real contact with the enemy
during the afternoon. Enemy groups groping forward ylelded in the face of
gunfire, So that the gunfire in the southern sector may be completely
effective, the Albers Army Artillery Battery is requested, on the suggestion
of the 90th Light Division, to send an observer forward to the division.

om the 15th Panzer Division. The
til 12 July in the Deir Um
on = point 63 - east part of

As yet nothing of importance to rcport fr
division received the order to advance un

Khawabir - right wing of the Brescia Divisi,
Mireir area., It is o esteblish liaison with the 90th Light Division end

so to group itself that it is able to lend support to the defence of the
Pavia and Bresoia Divisions as well as to outflank any enemy thrust towerds

the west which may arise. Boundary linc with the 90th Light Division is
the east-west’ line through the line of attack 917.

The C. in C. is planning to attack the enemy s trongpoint of El Alemein with

the 215t Panzer Division aoross the Trento Division area on 13 July. The
reconnaissance to be carried out

. 215t Panzer Division receives this order;
thrust in front of Panzer Regiment

from 12 July. Owing to the strong eneny
5, the latter is to remain in its previous area O
Battalion 200 is again s_ubordina.tec'l.

n 12 July. Panzer Engineer

41900 hours is ordered as zero hour for the switoh-over of cormand 21st Panzer

Division = 90th Light Division,

n reports unloading of infantry
Shortly aftcrwards follows an
again attacked on a
ses inflicted on the

The lisison officer with the Brescia Divisio
pefore the front, bombardment by artillery.
attack on the Brescia Division; Panzer Regiment 5 is

enenye.

The possibility of an cnomy attack during the reorgenisation has again to be

reckoned with,

The lenes in the mine barrier to be built are to be precisely laid down by
the Africs Corps, since on an earlier occasion lenes laid without proper
planning had to be transferred later.

Heavy flak is ordered by Panzer Army Africa for the 21st Panzer Division for

the attack on El Alamein.

The Army is counting on a renewed attack in the north for the coming day;
the 21st Panzer Division has therefore to be ready for a counter-attaock

from 0430 hours.

As the previous supply route lies within the range of thc enemy guns, a new
route is arranged,

‘Phe menpower situation has improved only slightly in the past days. Go.Ho Qo

makes it clear that in these criticel days, each man's pluce is at the front.

The tank situation has romained morc or less the same.

The supply situation today for the first time permitted the bumbardment of
enemy batteries by the 21st Panger Division. The enemy gunfire has been as
on the previous days.

There were again several enemy fighter-bomber raids.
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12 July 1942

The bulk of the 241st Panzer Division has arrived in the area ?o the north
of El Mireir., II/Panzer Grenadicr Regiment 104 and Panzer Regiment 5 are -

still in the old operational area 3 km. to the south-west of Alem
Dihmaniya,

Apart from the usual gunfire and night bombing raids the night passes
quietly,

Panzer Army Africa announces that the Ariete Division is placed under the
Africa Corps for the operation to the north of Bab el Quattara.

2 flak batteries are placed-at the disposal of the 21st Panzer Division

for the attack on E1 Alamein., The attack is supported by the mass of the
Army artillery, ’

The 21st Panzer Division is informed accordingly,

Quiet reigns in front of the 90th Light Division, Vehicle oconcentrations
are observed in the area around Deep Wellj before Reconnaissance Unit 33
there is a scoreen of patrol cars with isolated tanks and 1 battery,

0.C. Ariete Division is given instructions by the G,0.C. at the Corps
battle headquarters, The division is allotted the sector northern edge
Quattara fortification = Deir Umm Khewabir. The 0.C. Ariete Division

points out that, to start with, only 2 Bersaglieri compenies, 11 tanks end
1 battery are available,

15th Panzer Division and 90th Light Division arc briefed on thc operation.

The eneny gropes forwsrd against Reconnaissance Unit 33; he has been
forced back by gunfire,

Before Panzer Regiment 5 cnemy armoured forces; it oannot be discovered
what their plans for attack are.

The afternoon pssses without anything of note to report.

The withdrewal of Panzer Regiment 5 and the battle echelon is ordereg,
The Ariete Division is in the process of taking over in their position,

All is still quiet in the cvening.

The C. in C. has insisted that there are too many reserve trooPs Piling
up in the area behind the lines, The divisions are directed tonove w
ell refitting depots into the area to the west of the Quattera Track,

The tanks which have come out of the workshops have been used by ]?911261‘
Army Africa to seal off the enemy breskthrough. They are now &gain st
the disposel of the Africe Corps and are to be brought forward.

The shortage of equipment in the suppiy zone has not even_yet been
surmounted. On the broad motor ways there are still difficulties in

- bringing supplies which have been requested promptly to the fronte

13 July 1942
The night passes quietly.
The tenk situation remsins approximately the samc, :

Panzer Army Afrioca orders that while the 218t Pengzey Division ::LB Prepar—
ing for the attack, and dQuring the attack itself, enemy batteries to tne
north-east of the Pavia Division will be held down,

/ 0610:

G. 236395/TMM/6/49/35.




19.

0610: The above order is passed on to the division by telephone, and will follow
later as a radio message.

0825: In accordance with Panzer Army Africa orders an Africa Corps reserve group
will be held in readiness north of Corps battle headquarters as from 1300
hours for a possible operation at El Alamein., The Kirsten Group is aveilable
for operations again,

1000; C, in C. reports that no more units of Infantry Regiment 382 may be expected,
The regiment will be put into the morthern sector of the front.

The morning passes quietly. The divisions,are still under artillery fire,
which becomes heavy at times.

1200: The 21st Panzer Division attacks and soon reaches the edge of the heights,
but is then held up by heavy artillery fire.

1300: A strong fighter-bom‘ber ettack is made on Corps battle headquarters.

Light Division tp ocarry out a feint

Panzer Army Africa orders units of the 90th 1 : out
his operation will remein in

attack at 1800 hours., Units taking part in t :
areas they reach during the hours of darkness. On the suggestion of 0.C, 90th
Light Division, the attack will be corried out by units at Ghebel Kalz.a.kh end
to the south. The attack will be launched at 1800 hours, but Reconnaissance
Unit 33, operating on the right wing, will go forward at 1630 hours to help
the attack by the main force.

164,0: Reconnaissance Unit 33 attacks.

nated for the operation go

1800: ind £ the 90th Light Divisi units desig
00:  The T ere 7 s ston The attack then runs

_ forward. There is no contact with the enemy &t presente, ack
wnto heavy fire by 3 batteries. Reconnaissance Unit 33 advance?s o Nagb Rasa,
In the meantime, the 21st Panzer Division attacks agein, but without success,
A fresh attack has been ordered at 1900 hours.

1905: The 15th Panzer Division is ordered to climinatc the effect of enemy
patteries on the south~-eastern flank of the 21 st Panzer Dﬂ_.v:.s:r.on. Ir
necessary, artillery will change position for this operation. The 15th
Panger Division has so far not observed withdrawals to the north or north-
east by cnemy forces. Visibility is bad owing to a sandstorm.

Panzer Army Africa orders units to break off the battle if the.: 21 s".: Panzer
Division attack is unsuccessful, In this case the division will w11.7hdraw
after midnight, leaving recarguards, and prepare for a fresh attack in the area |
west of Sanyiet el Miteiriya. The division is under Africa COrps cormend agein, !

! 2000: The 21st Panzer Division attack at 1900 hours was unsuocessful. The division

. receives orders from the Army to withdraw and reach the new areea.

The 90th Light Division has made some progress and reached the approximate
1line Managqir el Deba ~ 115, The division is of the impression thet the
object of deceiving the encmy was achieved,

In spite of the 21st Panzer Division's feilure it is still probablc that the

offensive will be resumed, G.H.Q. therefore repeats its instructions that
minefields etc. are to be accurately ohurted,

14 July 1942

0300: Reconnaissance Unit 33 is attacked by armoured reconnaissance oars and self-
propelled guns,

|
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I/Infantry Regiment 155 is also attacked, Both attacks are repulsed, the
enemy suffering losses. Apart from this nothing of importance has
occurred on the 90th Light Division front, The 15th Panzer Division is
under the usual bombardment, Enemy aircraft were very active again during
the night,

The C. in C. arrives at Africa Corps battle headquarters and issues the
following orders: ‘

The 218t Panzer Division will remain under Army Corps commend t restore
the situation in the north. A feint attack will be launched along the
whole of the southern front at 0830 hours, Units of the 15th Panzer
Division will also take part in this eperation and will transfer
accordingly, :

Ge0.C. points out that thesé units cannot be in position by 0830 hours,

.The order regarding operations by the Baade Group is passed on to Colonel

Menny by telephone. It will be issued to the 90th Light Division later
as a radio message, and a written copy will also be made,

Units of the 90th Light Division at Ghebel Kalakh and to the south will

‘attack in an easterly direction. The Baade Group will advance along the

Quattara desert track, by-pass Ghebel Kalakh, and take Deep Well, which
will also be the objective of Special Unit 288 advencing from Bab el
Quattara, The 15th Panzer Division will hold down enemy forces by an
armoursd attack with limited objectives, X Army Corps arti}lery will
support the attack. The concentrated attack on Deep Well will take plaoce
at 1400 hours after a Luftwaffe attack in strength, ~

0.C. X Army Corps receives detailed instruotions from the G.0.C.

Enemy forces opposite the southern wing have mede’ a slight withdrawal sinoce
yesterday,

An enemy proup is attacked by dive-bombers,

The Baade Group attack is delayed as units have not re-fuelledt To
Prevent Pfurther loss of time the group is instructed not To wait for. the
flak battery which is to be sent through it to the 90th Light Division.
The Albers Army Artillery Unit will continue to support the 90th Light

Division. »
The 90th Light Division has attacked. The Baade Group is moving up,

The enemy foroces opposite the 90th Light Division seem to have withdrg.wn
some distance., Deep Well, which was supposed to be unoccupied agcording
to aerial reconnsaissance, is garrisoned by strong enemy forces, aocording
to a 90th Light Division report, The north wing is held up; 30th Light
Divieion orders that the attack is ta be resumed with all available foroes
at 1400 hours. The Quattara depression is again reported unoccupied by

€nemy forces,

The dive-bomber attack on Deep Well cannot be oarried outs At pregent
units are still some distance away from this position.

15¢ jon tanks oarry out the feimt attack, making some
Pf'o:zzggzgﬁrﬁzizhe afterncon, but have to be withdrewn again later,
Durin urse of the afternoon the attack makes better progress, The
left 51:29030 ‘t;he'5 90th Light Division and the Baade Group az“etlagging
somewhat, The letter, reporting from the area south of pVOJ:.;xl 100,
states that there are vehicle goncentrations around Deep Well. The

90th Light Division requests dive-bomber attacks on vehicle concentre~
tions in the eres 8 ke north-east of Qaret ¢l Himeiate

/ The
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The C. .in C. 3 who was a::c Africa Corps battle headquarters during the aftef-
noon ,tls very pleased with the progress of the attack so far. The G+0,Cs has
gone to Bab el Quattara to observe the course of the attack from there, |

Division cannot be observed.

te the Brescia Division and
nery advance on the extended

n is ordered to mine the slopes
f possible descent points.

Eneny withdrewals opposite the 15th Panzer
There are still enemy armoured units opposi
Panzer Regiment 8, 1In order to prevent am €
flank of the 90th Light Division thc divisio
and to carry out continuous recomnaissance O

ance. The unit will attempt to

1730: The Baade Group cennot make a frontal edv
Strong enemy forces are again

encircle Deep Well from the north-wests
reported in Deep Well,
1915: The Baade Group's advancc is still slow, and is held up by minefields. No
reports have been received from the Littorio Division., It wes not known
© until later that it reached the area north of Deir Alinda towards 1800 hours.
By dusk the 90th Light Division had reached the following line:
1 km, east of Qarct el Himeiat - 153 = 125 - 103 - 115 = south of point 99 -
. 101 - 93 -~ 81,
The G.0.C. returned to battle headquarters in the eveninge
2230; As units formerly occupying the Quattara defence works have been brought
forward, the lane through the minefields in this area 1s unguarded. 15th
Panzer Division is thorefore ordered to assume this dutye
Panzer Regiment 8 will be moved into the oxrea around point 76 (4 km, northe
west of Alom Nayil) to afford some protection to the flank of the Bab el
Quattara defence works and to establish contact between the 15th Panzer and
Ariete Divisions,
After the C. in C, has received reports on the situation, the 90th Light
Division reoeives orders to attack at 0530 hours tomOrTOW morning to teke
Deep Well, using the Mcnton Group and the subordinated Baade Group, After-
wards the Baade Group will be held in readiness to turn north-castwards,
2300: The noisc of a violent battle has been heard in the east for some time., The
15th Panzer Division now reports that an attack against the Brescia Division
is in progress and that the enemy has nade a penetration on the left winge.
The divisional staff of the Brescia Division knows nothing of this penetration,

just received a report of the

2330; The Staff of the Brescia Division has unly
snd the Africa Corps will

penetration, Panzer Army Africa is informed,
restore the situation,

2,00¢ The 15th Panzer Division, which has been ordered to restore the situation,
reports that the eneny is pivoting towards the rear of the Pavia Divisiocn,
which has its front facing east, Panzer Regiment 8 is forming & defensive
Pront to prevent the enemy pushing further forward. It scems as if a strong
eneny regonaissance force had broken through end is now looking for a way
bagk to its own lines, Later this assumption is proved wronge

15 July 1942

In view of reports so far received, G.H.Q. is of the opinion that this is
only a strong reoconnaissance foroe which has mede a looal breakthrough,
General outlook remains unchanged at present. Orders for the battle on the
southern front are therefore still in force and will be supplemented,

/ 0100;
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Intelligence describes the situation to Army Intelligence. It is pointed
out that a correct estimate of the situation is not possible, and thnt the
Africa Corps has no counter-attack reserves at its disposal at presents
The bulk of 15th Panzer Division infantry is with the 90th Light Division,
and the whole of the 21st Panzer Division is still in the north.

The Chief of Army General Staff agein issues orders that the situation
must be restored, The Intelligence question as to whether the Baade Group
can be withdrawn for this purpose during the morning receives a negative
answer, A decision will be reached later, and available forces musi
suffice, . .

A detailed discussion takes place between G,0,C., and Colonel Menny. The
division will consider whether the battalion of Infantry Regiment 382 and
the Africa Corps battle echelon can be sent in to counter-attack.

15th Panzer division reports that the Pavia Division strongpoints are still
ocoupied, This report originates from the lisison officer with X Army
Corps. At present the 15th Panzer Division line runs roughly frcm point 71
to trig. point 63, - Divisional artillery is in position west of this line
and can be withdrawn in time without loss of equipment.

It now appears that a considerable penetration has been made, and that the

Bresocia Division's defensive front no longer exists.

It is essential that the Baade and Menton Groups advance to relieve
pressure on.the Brescie Division, However, it appears soon efterwards
that the situation cannot be restored with the forces availeble, Enemy
forces approximately a battalion strong have established themselves in
Deir el Shein.

P Y ' N
Panzer Army Africa orders the 21st Panzer Division to hold a group in
readiness for operations with the Africa Corps.

A1l units of the 15th Panzer Division are engaged in a defensive battle,
and enemy tanks are meking a fresh attack from the south-east, The battle
echelon is sent in against this enemy force from the south-west, The
attack is successfully halted.

A reconnaissance unit under the command of Lt. Schrotter is.being sent out
80 that information on the course of the battle may be obtained more
quickly, He reports that trig. point 63 is ooccupied by the enemy. The

. 90th Light Division receives orders to send Reconnaissance Unit 33 north

immediately, and for the Baade Group to turn northe

The enemy has now pushed forward to an aree directly south of Ruweisat,
The divisional staff of the Brescia Division must change position, There
18 no contact with the lieison officer attached to the dlvision, After
some time it has only just been learnt that Lt. Colonel Mittag was
severely wounded in olose combat, end that Sturm,a oivilian speoialist,
was killed,

Reconnaissance Unit 33 attacks very quickly. Inqv:ziz.'i?s establish that thg
Bande Group cannot have received the 90th Light Division order owing %o
some oversight,

The Sohrotter reconnaissance unit also reports enemy forces south-west of
trig, point 63, Army reports that according to an intercepted signal,
enemy foroes are withdrawing to the breskthrough areas. In reality,
however, the situation eppears to be quite differente

No new reports on the enemy have been regeived, The Baade Group is
Placed under the direct command of the Afrioa Corps. At the moment
this unit is at Deir el Anga. As there are enemy forces north of the )

/ unit




1230:

1350:

1435,

1500;

1615
16}03

1730

23,

unit, it will go through Beb el Quattara, and for this reason it is uncertain
whether it will arrive in time. The situation is critical. The outcome of
the day's operations depends on the punctual arrival of units broughtin for
the counter-attack, A further deterioration in the situation was caused by
strongpoint garrisons of the Brescia Division abandoning their positions.
Threats with weapons were unavailing.

The Baade Group finally arrives and the area south-east of ELl Mire?r is
designated as its objective, The situation remains unchenged at Hill 63,

The critical nature of the

The Pavia Division is al iping westwards.
so _refiring will use all available forces

situation increases. The 90th Light Division
for counter=attack in the north.

During G.,0.C's report to . in C. (b telephone) per@ission was granted
for tﬁe withdrawaﬁ of thetggtg Light ngzsion a@vanced }1ne to Ghebel Kg}akh,
in the event of strong enemy pressure., Fanzer Army Africa has also despatched
the whole of the 21st Panzer Division southwards.

anade comes to Africa Corps

e situation and future

11 advance along the approximate line

Colonel B

The Baade Group has reached Quattara.
formed on th

battle headquarters in person and is in
operations by G.0,C, The Baade Group Wi 0
og the formez Brescia Division stronlépoint front. Units ?{lthg ;Eth Panzer
Division, flanked by units of the 21st Panzer Dlv?51025 will & YEl?g on the
left of the group, while Reconnaissance Unit 33 will V:n9e g; . thuwels:j
jtself. In addition, Reconnaissance Unit 3 has been :en9 in from ° por he
west. At present the unit is in the vicinity of poin 39 and is striking
gouth-east,

a written coPy of the order,

restdre the situation. The
for all units teking

Reconnaissance Unit 33 will be sent

n to

Colonel Menny is informed of the operatio :
ry suppor

15th Panzer Division will provide artille
part.

The first units of the Bruer Group of the 21st PanZe?fglvtstgglzrilzzt;n the
battle headquarters area, The group consists of & rt'.g ; > O T thor
pproxinately 100 men, 6 machine guns and &5 O 1l ¢ S With the exoepbion
R ta, inoluding ertillery, will not arrive until leds¥s 7o 0 % ter e
of 3 field guns, one company of Anti-tenk Battalion 39 is P ﬁou unde e
command of the Bruer Group, This company had hitherto been held go as '1i
last reserve in the area of Corps battle headquarters. The Bruer Group wi

be sent in directly south of El1 Ruweisate

Recomnaissance Unit 33 has reached an ared west of trige point 63. Hill 62

is still in enemy hands. An attaok will be launched. An attack.on point 63
by 2 infantry companies of the 15th Panzer Division was hgld up in face of

gome 4O - 50 enemy tanks., Aocording to a Panzer Army Afrlc§ ;eport, )
Reconnaissance Unit 33 has reached the northernmost Pavia Division strongpoint,

whioh is still holding out., Army placec assault guns of XX Army Corps under
Africa Corps commend, end these will te sent up to the Beaade Groupe

The Bruer Group launches its attack. The Baade Group is still in Quattarea,

Reconnaissance Unit 33 has captured trige. point 63, teking a nuuber of
prisoners,

Hill 53 has also been teken. The list of material captured and losses
inflioted on the enemy by Reconnaissance Unit 33 is increasing,

The enemy force north of El Ruwelsat must now be encircled. The Bruer Group
is therefore orderecd to wheel on point 64, On the right, the Baede Group will
also change direction. Howcver, a fresh orisis has arisen., The Bruer Group
infantrymen are streaming back, apperently in face of an enemy armoured atcack,
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In addition, the Baade Group has not attacked for some unknown reason, and |
is hedging and making suggestions for a mobile resexrve, The unit receives
urgent orders to attack as ordered. It appears later that the group carrie
out contrary orders issued by the 15th Panzer Division, to which it is not
subordinated,

The 90th Light Division, on whose scctor nothing important has happened,
is ordered to withdraw to the line Ghebel Kalakh ~ Bab el Quattara, A
screen of reeonnaissance and advanced wnits will be left behind, It is
agein stressed that the Quattera defence works must be helds Liaison
officers of the Littorio Division and XX Army Corps are informed
accordingly, The Littorio and Ariete Divisions will withdraw to their
former positions, :

The Bruer Group is south of point 53 and will soon link up with
Reconnaisganoe Unit 33, There arc enemy tanks south-cast of the Group,
and Hill 63 is still held by strong enemy forccs. A countermthrust is
launched against Reconnaissance Unit 33 by encmy tenks, but this is
repulsed, The Baade Group is held up and is only south-west of trig,
point 63, ’

The enemy tenks which broke through have at last fallen back to the east,
It is useless to continue the battle in the dark as units are mixed Up,
G¢H,Qs therefore orders defensive positions to be taken up during the night
The attack will be resumed tomorrow morning at 0430 hours.

Tho Bruer Group reports that it broke off the attack on its own initiative
owing to lack of contact on the left,

The Baade Group is taking up defensive positions on the water pipe track,
end has contact with other units on both flanks.

The 21st Panzer Division is moving up, end the divisionsal staff is already
1 km, west of trig, point 63.

The 90th Light Division is again expressly ordered to keep the mine belt
north-cast of Bab el Quattara under observation, XX Army Corps receives
similar orders, The 1 5th Pangzer Division is orderecd to cover the castern
flank and rear of units advencing northwards to encirole the enemy,

No further developments of importance occur during the evening., The
oritical situations of the dey have been overcome by using last reserves,
Units have again achieved great suoncsscs and caused the cnemy heavy
losses, Reoconnaissence Unit 33 was partioulerly suoccessfule

It is thought that the situation, whioh beoame so oritical through no
fault of Africa Corps troops, will be fully restored tomorrow,

The Luftwaffe carried out operations in strength after brisk cnemy air
activity,

18 July 1942

No importent developments ocourred during the night, The withdrawel of
the 90th Light Division, which was still in progress at daybresk, was
completed without enemy interference,

The 15th Panger Division, the Bruer Group and Reconnaissence Unit 33 ere

attacking towards the esst, The seme enemy units are situated opposite
them as during yesterday evening.

/ 0550%
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0550= Tﬁe Eiucr Group's attack is held up, Reconnaissance Unit 33 was also held up
:ig:s y afterwards, The Baade Group reports enemy flanking movements on both

0700: The Italian assault guns hitherto subordinated to the Baade Group arc once
more under the command of XX Army Corps,

The attack is still held up., In the meantime the 21st Penzer Division has

taken ovgr.o9mmand of the Bruer Group, The division requests the 15th

?inz;? Division to advance more quickly and so eliminate the threat to its
ank,

0725: Colonel Baade explains to the G.0.C. why Motorised Infantry Regiment 115 did
not attack at 0430 as ordered., Enemy tanks were in front and it was therefore
_impossible for the men to move forward in lorries. In addition, Colonel
"Baade intends to withdraw one batialion.

aedec Group to leave the

r this purpose the
n again,

The G.0.C. objcots to these measurcs and orders the B
battalion at the front and to attack immediatelye. Fo
regiment will come under the commend of the 15th Panzer Divisio
-An attack by Reconnaissance Unit 33, which was 1leunched in the north to gain
. information, has also broken down again.

The 90th Light Division reports vehicle concentrations east of the Quattara
- defence works, and an cnemy attack is expected in this arcae T@e'G?O.C,

consequently telephoned to issue the following orders to the division:

. Artillery Unit Zech will withdrew into the strongpoin® irmediately. —The
strongpoint must be held at all costs, and a pattalion of Infantry Regiment
361 will be transferred for this purposec.

Battle group Briehl must be sent north immediately a8 the situation in that
arce has again become critical, The division's objeotion ?hat it would then
be very weak in view of the width of the sector mekes no differcnce to the
order.

As the situation in the north appears very serious owing to a_deep enerny

penetration, 1 battalion of Mbtogised In§25try Reginent 104 with regimentel

staff will also be despatohed to this area and will oome under the direct

comnand of the C. in C,

e Africa Corps to defend the
ered to place its guns 80

1t is covered, In addition,
nt to Deir el Shein,

0830; 21/A.A. Battalion 612 has been subordinated to th
Deir el Shein fortifications, The company is ord
that the whole of the eastern edge of the mine be
2 battalions of the Bersaglieri Regiment will be se

3 attack is now slowly

The 21st Panzer Division and Reconnaissence Unit 3 .
to be held up, Aoccording

gaining ground, The 15th Panzer Division appears
to a report received from the division, its flanks are being subjected to
considersble fire, Reconneissance Unit 33 has teken point 03 on the water
pipe track. The 21st Panzer Division is epproximately abreast of Reconnais-
sence Unit 33, However, the C, in C, will divert this unit for operations
on the northern front shortly after Hill 63 has becen captured.

0930: The 90th Light Division will be placed under the direct commend of Panzer
Army Africa,

The advenced detachment of battle group Briel is moving northwards.
After the withdrawal of Reconnaissance Unit 33, Hill 63 is temporarily

unocoupied,

/ The
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The 15th Panzer Division is moving closer to the 21st Panzer Division s 88
it is making no progress on the right. It appears that there are no enexny
forces north of E1l Ruweisat, end the 15th Panzer Division order to turn
northwards is cancelled,

The attack has still made no progréss worth mentioning, although the ovex
all situation demands that former positions be reached quickly to relieve
the pressure on the northern front,

The G.0,C. orders the attack to stop. It will be resumed at 1800 hourg
after a large-scale attack by the Luftwaffe. The 15th Panzer Division re.
quests permission to continue its attack, which is making progress at the
moment, until it comes abreast of the 21st Panzer Division. The request i
approved and the division links up with the 21st Panzer Division,

The Co in C, spent the whole of the morning at Corpg battle headquarters,
The G.0.C. was at the front and spent most of the time with the 15th Pange
Division., He returned towards nidday. ‘

The enemy Air Force is very active again today, 4 strong fighter~borbexr
attack was made on Corps battle headquarters, damaging several vehicles ,
including that of the G,0,C, The C, in C. had been in this vehiole unti}l
the air attack cormenced. Shortly before nidday a further attack was made
in the Corps battle headquarters area, |
During an air attack several bombs again hit battle headquarters without
causing any damage.

During the past few deys the R.A.F, has not oonoentrated on single targets,

. but has dropped bombs over wide areas, probably because of the extensive

dispersal of vehicles

The order to attack, which has already been discussed with the divisiong , |
is issued as a telephonc message, Zero hour is et 1825 hours, It is
intended to relieve strongpoints of the Pavia Division, which agcording %o
the Army are still holding out, retake the former d?f?noe line and push tye
enemy back into the minefield, The 21st Panzer Division will advance
towards E1 Ruweisat and direotly south of it with the 15th Panzer Diviaiop
on its right,

Enemy forces are not counter-attacking during the aftemoom

The divisions attack. The G.0.C, is at the front again, The 21 st Panzep
Division has the impression that the enemy expected the evening attaok,
The attack is not gaining much ground, and the 15th Panzer Division has
to divert some units to proteot its southern flank,

In consideration of the importance of relieving the Pavia Division stro
points, the divisions are ordered to continue the attack during the hourg
of darkness, Perhaps in this way it will be possible to advance,

No more reports are received before midnight.

17 July 1942

The order to push forward to the former defence line will be carried out
at dewn, in so far as this has not already been accomplished,

l
Colonel Menny roports that the night attack is proving very aiffioult, ang :
that 12 tenks heve been lost so far, The edvanced line cannot be olearly |
established in the dark and the Luftwaffe ocannot be given exact information
for its attaeck in the morning, '

‘
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0150; Aft i i i .
tes Stacussin vih S . n ., the divisions e oxire o o s
and sach Hirseton il Hhemepe T e e e weaiasee fon
Panzer Army Afrioca. refore hold a reserve group in readiness for

0500: . ’
500 gzg‘e'%'ri:i-;l;ry _f)':.re can be heard agein from the north, Army reports that a
pivoted  and ?:: ags'n made on the Trento Division seotor. The enemy then
Poroes are said o gnOIfblg S?uth—wes‘bwa_rdn along the Quattera track, Enemy
t the aoe Se% e a D§1r el Dipp already. G.H.Q. trensmits an Army order
riel Group at El Mireir to advance immediately along the Quattara tracks |

north~wests Divi-

2/A.A, Unit 512 in Deir el Shein is ordéred to cover the
d will be brought up

sional reserve groups and othe - .
r be spare
%o G.H,Q. immediately, wnits which can b &P
0700: A reconnai it " .
, ssance unit under the command of Lt, Sohrotter is sent out to
zf§ por1.; on the situation, He reports that Hill 31, Saniyet el Miteiriya, is
ocoupied by the enemy, and that the Briel Group is prepaxing for an attack at
point 33, Hill 31 will soon be taken:; the enemy is retiring to the cast and
north-east; the greatest danger is pa;t. )
Reconnaissance Unit 33 is advanci ; flank east of Deir el
: ancing against the enemy *
Shein, The unit must pull ¢ g g hi the flank of
s urth to ensure reaohing
retiring enemy foroces. er forward
0930: The situation has become olearer, the panzel getachment of the 21st Panzer
Division will no longer be I‘equil"ed. P

£ the two divisions, no enemy
are under hecavy bombardment,

push northwerds

Nothing of import‘anoe occurred
? on the front O
counter-attacks wore carried out; the divisions

1000; The Baade Grou 3

H P attaok:mg towards t rth is ordered to
past the Briel Group and pursue :hehzngl?ly.

0,Co it was said

and ‘the Ge
It is now a matter

In a telephone conversation between the C. in Ce
ed uPe |

that the situation in the north
: ; appears to be olear
of closing the penetration gap aspﬁuiclzly as possiblée

The C. in C, issues the following information on plaIis in general:

The Trento and 90th Light Divis . the left wing up to but not
inocluding Deir el Shein, X m;"gig;ﬂ’;ﬁi“ﬁﬁym contact with them on their
right, up to Alam el Dihmeniys, XX Ar 1y Corps will take over the scctor as
far as l?ab el Quattara, south of whioh only reoonnaissence units will be usede
The Africa Coxrps Will be withdrawn for use in mobile operations. The Co in Co
orders a new mine belt to be laid from Alem el Dihmeniye to point 53, 15th
g:}d 21st Panzer Divisions will be withdrawn behind this belt ‘tomorrow nighte
Hill 63 on the water pipe track will be occupied, consolidated and mined as an
g,avanoed strongpoint. Deir el Shein strongpoint will be ocoupied by 2
b:ttaliO;‘fltOffti’ﬁ B;I‘Easlieri Regiment, Occupation of the northern wing ok
atrongpo o e Pavia Divisi s : . i forces will bre
through tonight. sion will continue; oocoupying 10

1020; Orders concerning minin

; g and ; the
divisions by telephone. occupation of point 63 are P assed on to
strong armoured

The division is
efields is not

1129; The commander of the 15th Pan
‘ ¢ zer Division reports that a
attack is in progress on the left wing of thl; division.
also under heavy artillery fire, For this reason work on rin
poaaible,

1155; The commander of the 21st P
’ anzexr Di
artillery fire, everything is quie::riaion informs the G0sCv that epert from

/ The
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1330:

1520:

1610;

1730:

1825:

1835:

1910;

2100:

28

The enemy is continuing to fall back in the north, Battle group Briel has
reached point 14 2 km, southeeast of Hill 21 » which is occupied by Italian
troops. The area west of the road is cleer of the enemy, the Baade Group
is attacking in the direction of Bir el Maqtua where, in the opinion of
«HeQ., there can be no more enemy forces, if the report on the position of
the Briel Group is correct, The Baade Group is ordered to resume the attaok
beside the Briel Group and retake the former dcfence line of the trento
division,

Reconnaissance Unit 33 has not pushed east, the plamned flank attack
canmot be carried out,

Enemy infantry is attacking on the left wing of the 21st Panzer Divisione
The attack is helg by artillery fire,

An order is again issued regarding occupation of the old Trento Division
line, Battle group Briel and I/Infantry Regiment 361, which has jugt been
brought up, will eventually occupy the position, The Baade Group will
remain in the position until reinforcements can be brought through
continuously, Reoonnaissance Unit 3 will defend & gep which is still open,

On Army's instructions, orders for Infantry Regiment 200 concerning tom
ZOrrow nights withdrewal will be made out and passed on by the 21st Panzer
Division to the regiment, which is in aotion north of the Pavia Division,

As Infantry Regiment 361 is to be sent up to positions adjoining Infantry
Regiment 200 in the new defensive front, the Baade Group is ordered to
send -up I/Infantry Regiment 361 on the right wing. On Army's order,
Reoonnaissance Unit 3 will be withdrawn. Colonel Baade probably considers
this hazardous owing to an encmy thrust towards Hill 21,

An enemy attack whioh is slowl aining ground is in progress against the
Hlllsen Group (Battle echelon LGgemann% units of Motorised Infentry Regiment
115, 1 battalion of Infantry Regiment 382), which is occupying the front on
the southern wing of the 15th Panzer Divisione

Chief of Army General Staff is informed that there are no reserves availe
able at present in the event of en enemy breskthroughs G.H.Q, therefore re-
quests that the Baade Group or the Ewert Group be withdrawn,

Panzer Army Africs agrees to withdrew the Baade Group at dusk ang transfer
it %o the Quattars track south of E1 Mireir, Army Will also withdrew the
Ewert Group (Motorised Infantry Regiment 104) and send it north of

El Mireir, However, this wunit is not likely to be moved tonight,

The Baade Group receives orders to withdraew. As from 2030 hours the Briel
Group and I/Inf'antry Regiment 361 will come under direct Army commend.

Army orders that 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions are to0 fall bagk befu.nd the
planned mine belt during the night, Orders are issued to the divisions
by telephcne., The ensmy hns not resumed his attack on the 15th Panzer
Division front, but is now attacking the left wing of the 21st Panger
Division. However, this atteck oan also be repulseds

Withdrawal of the Baade Group is in progresse.

As G.H.Q. expects a night attack north of Quattara, XX Army Corps is
requested to provide dafensive fire,

Nothing of importance ooourred during the evening; usual enemy ajir
aotivity after dark,

0.Ca 218t Panzer Division has been wounded twicee

/ 18 July 1942
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0300z

0715¢

0800

U554

_Colonel Crasemamn will resume cormand of the 15th Panze

29,
18 July 1942

The Baade Group has reached the area ordexed.
Nothing of importance oc !

» cur i i
oot the more Dozt red during the night. An effort is being made to

Corps battle headquarters is being transferred to Deir el Qatani.

The G.0.C. will visit the Hiilsen and Baade Groups
%‘getﬁvevart gtI;O:P has been relieved and is proceeding 0 the Africa Corps sectors

n : - A
Toched. or he enemy has made a fresh penetration, but this will soon be
The C, in C. is staying at Africa Corps battle headquarters for some time.
Until now everythin . t

: g has been quiet the divisions' fronts, At presen

‘E:he enemy is a’bi.:ackjng Strongpgint G;n ang II/MotoriSed Infantry Regiment 104,
in action in this area, must be withdx,'avm. However, the division intends to
reteke the strongpoint in a counter-attack this evening. I the meantime
I/10k4 and 13/ 104 have reached the Aba el Mukheisin 8res and will be placed
under the direct command of G,H,Q, as Corps reservese
suitable Jefensive

1t appears that 2/A.A, Battalion 612 has not taken ub -
itten oxrderss

positions, and the company will again receive distinct wr
The plenned counter-attack i g the position is onoe
again in German hands. on Hill 63 wes successful &n F
The enemy situation has hardl it i jble that small

y ¢h d. although it 1s possible tha
enemy forces on the 15th Panzer Diﬂgziénafrontghave been moved northwards.

The 15th Panzer Division has

The tenk situation continues to be very serious.

9 and the 21st Panzer Division 19 serviceable tankse
G,H,Q, requests Panrer Arm i - s 1/Infent

3 : y Africa to send missing units of 1I/Infentry
Regiment 382 which nd up . . .
nogtheﬁm f-mnt,m have probably been put into action with the regiment on the
r Division in place of

Colonel Menny, wWho has fallen sick

19 July 1942

A New Zealand reconnaissance unit attempted to infiltrate into the 1ililaen Group
, but the trick

3301"2;' by Caléinﬁ% zl}t in German, "Don't shoot, we are wounded"
was sooverg :Lme.. Apart from this, nothing of importence has occurred.

ggzmghigkgfaﬁnﬁimisz reports that acoording to aerial reconneissance,

strongpoint 63 must r«.axrxa1:lg sast of point 63, He again emphasises that

Sade responsible for hola-l;nlntﬁensag hends, The Africa Corps will also be

units in action there will fg)ot 'ze :\igoiéiil;:;’g defence works, The Italian
®

ﬁgmﬁggdﬁga;:gr362§; issued to the 21st Panzer Division. By request, 13/
again, and a battery mu.'%:n:ge“g)+ will be placed ab the division's disposal
Infantry Regimen’'s sector, e1d in readiness for an operation in I/Motorised

/ 1225:
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1225

2015;

2400,

0315,

s

30

£
I/Motorised Infantry Regiment 10k will also be placed under the command of
the division again, ' A move nearer the front is also approved,  How il ’
the battalion must always be ready for transfer to the south and may only
be sent into action with africa Corps' vormission,

The afternoon is passing quietly, as was the case ye?terday. .The6flzgelgzci5yim
carrying out lively reconnaissance operations. 2/A{“' Battalion th B
the defence works at Deir el Shein will come under the command of c
21st Panzer Division,

The 15th Panzer Division complaina that there is no'cc'm‘.tact with the 2121‘,
Panzer Division on the left.d' As the 15th Panzer D1v1s.}o1:1 c_annot sprcfa
out owing to the length of its front, the 21st Panzer Division will be
responsible for the link-upe

Enemy artillery fire increascd in the evening, The*fl5th Panzer D1V1s11;§§1;
reports a penetration on the Ariete Division rront at the point of clc)m -
With the Lindemann battle echelon, The battle cchelon has elrea.d}:{ S:gui;mﬁ
in to counter-attack, The Baadc Group will also atFack so fhatﬂt e s th
may be cleared up quickly before the encmy can expleoit this ..,u?c%ss.f r~this
Baade Group will come under the command of the 15th Panzer Division fo .
oPeration, but will arain be subordinated to G H.Q. when the s1tuqt19n di\S
becn'restored. ColoHcl Baade reccives instructions to advance egqstwards

Past the Aricte Division, and then push northwards along the water pipe
track,

/ . atn hat units he
4 15%h Panger Division rcport on the penctration states that units of &
“Tiete Divigion dropped their weapons and rane

According to a 15th Panzer Division rcport the situation has pcen riifgrcd.
€ Penetration area will be closzed by a reinforced company with ba
¢chelon units

2

Enomy air Operations were carried out only during the morning,

Panzer ATmy ifrics orders that tanks are 'to be surrounded by sand bags and
Stone wallg to protect them from damage in air attackss

20 July 1942

The Bagge G ' rt track to an area west of
: TOup has pushed forward along the deser an area
o el Dihmm’%‘a. I‘TheLs:i'l:uz>.‘cion has thercfore been absolutely restoreds

Mee with orders the division submits a report on abandonment of

N the Aricte Division front,

With g : . sed quietl No cnomy
i e eieyty illc ire the nicht passced quietly, o ¢

air otion of artillery firc ¢ o

°Perations were carried out,

The mornin . he divisions arc still under
b £, 24 afternoon also pass quictly, The 1 . > ¢ Ul
Shallery fire; on actgviz; is alight, The enemy is Coriying out particulad
strong grouna Feconnaiszsance operations against strongpoint 63,

P o5 to the SRergency measurcs of the post Tew dab"?:,m.’its_ on the 1.5tht
tzl'olrzer Division front have become mixcd e The division reccives instruc-
13 to take c¢are of' necessary cxcliengcs,

g" Provent o repetition of lant night's incidents, the C.0.C. sugrests to

b X fomy Corpa that a susporting line of tanks and 2 om. guns bo o;t ’ép
WUNd e corna' front, This would serve mainly to Pr,OtGCt the con a;:.

POLRt betweon the 7o corpus  Tiowever, XA Army Corps rejocted this proposal,

894t did not nyit the Italiwn chaructor to fight in stationary tanks,

/ The
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1900,

1952,

2050:

2408:

2115,

' A,A. Battalion 612, which has brought up the reméinder of it

31,

'.I.‘he.Baade Group is ordered to carry out reconnaissance for future operations.
It is planned to move the Group into the point 73 area on 21 July and %o
subordinate units of the battle echelon,

With reference to instructions issued yesterday, Panser Army Africa orders
that blast bays be built for tanks and that dummy tanks and 8,8 cm. guns be
constructed, '

The tank situation has improved. The 15th Panzer Division has 19, and the

" 248t Panzer Division 25 serviceable tanks.

Replacements are coming up to the front continuallys but one unit hasegeg
n ’

put out of action already, Inadequate training is generally complaine
end also lack of battle experience. In partioular, Froops lack 6XP?rlen°ed
leeders; the 15th Panzer Division's situation regerding commanders 38 very
bad at present, ‘

21 July 1942

‘Heavy bombing attacks were made again during the night.

Colonel Bruer has taken over command of the 21st Panzél Division.

: . ing: single
No changes in the enemy situation are ascertained during the morning; Sing
wehiocles are observed at the front as on previous daysSe

s companies, has

2, guns in position at Deir el Shein,

The staff of the Hllsen Group is being disbanded.

ast end north. By

: ttack on st int 6 n the ©
A heavy & n strongpoint 63 has developed from the Regiment 10k,

request of the 21st Panzer Division, I/Motorised Infantry
hitherto corps reserve, will be placed at the division's disposale

0.C. 15th Panzer Division also reports at attack on the Hillsen Group, the
attacking forces presumably consisting of 2 battalions with tenkse Gi?n:n
artillery emmunition stocks are low, and it is therefore VeIry d:.fficuc °
fight the enemy off, The noise of the battle, which can be hee'a.rd at ogps
pattle headquarters from a south-casterly direction, is Very violent ana
persistents In the north the battle seems to be dying down, and the noise
ig growing more faint.

415th Penzer Division reports that the enemy has broken through on the
Waxrelmenn Group sector, reached artillery positions, and is attacking them
with mechine~gun fire, One battery has been forced to fall baock. The
division requests that the Baade Group be placed at its disposels This is
not possible at the moment, as the divisional reserve consisting of 2

‘ anies is not in action yet, and G.H.Q. cannot estimate whether the Baade
Group will be more urgently nceded on another sectors

2{st Panzer Division reports that the Reissmann battalion has repulsed the
enemy ettack on Hill 63, At present all is quiet on the divisional front,

Colonel Baade reports that a penetration has been made on the left wing of
the Hllsen Group, and has not yet been blockod. 1 compeny with the Lindemann
pattle echelon has been sont in on the water pipe track %o counter-attack to
the northeecast, Soon aftcrwards 21st Panzer Division Operations Officer
reports that enemy forces in some strength have apparently broken through,
Enemy forces in compeny strength ere in front of Panzer Regiment 5. The

24gt Penzer Division is therefore ordered to restore the situation on the
15%h Panzer Division front with the help of I/Motorised Infentry Regiment

104 and the panzer regiment,

/ 2200;
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2200: The enemy is meking a fresh attack on a broad front on the Hillsen Group
sector, :

Judging from the noise of the battle, the Lindemann Group seemsT;orzeis o
engaging enemy foroes which have penetrated the Germen lines. e
comunication with the latter unit,

Snortly ftervards the lisison officer with XX Army Corps reports that cnemy
units have infiltrated on that sector., 1 motorised infantry compeny
- counter-attacked with tanks of the Ariete Division.

. . . ; > tivity
Continuous heavy bombing attacks are being carried out, Encmy air ac
tonight exceeds anything hitherto experienced. U;elephone‘cgmpunlcatlons
are frequently broken, and there is no contact with the divisions.

22 July 1942

0030: Contact with the a

ivisions has only just been re-esteblished, As far as oan
be estimated in ¢

he dark, the situation as as follows:

15%h Panzer Division still has no contact with the Lindemenn battle echelon
and the companies advancing eastwards along the desert traock, _The remnants
of 1L/Infentry Regiment 382 are holding out sround bhe battalion battle
headquarters, To the north and south of battalion battle headquarterst;here
are Wide gaps in the front., The Warrelmann Group has been overrun on 1o
northern wing, It ig not known what is left of the battalion. On tg: ift
wing of the division Panzer Regiment 8 has been sent in to counter-attack,
The "enemy isg apparently removing mines.

On 218t Panzer Divis

ion front the Reissmenn battalion has repulsed three
attacks on Hill 63 ,

and requests reinforcements. At 0015 hogrs IéMOtO:;Bed
Infantry regiment 104 launched an attack from the area of point 4 01; l’e
western edge of Deir el Shein in the direction of the Warrelmann battalion
in order to close the breach in that area, 1 company was dn_rerted tof .
reinforce the Reissmann battelion, and another took over artillery defence,
The G.0.C, decides to hoig back the 21st Panzer Division counter-attack
owing to the confuseq situation, No move will be mede to restore the
situation before dewn, The 218t Panger Division will form up at Ok15 hours
and attack the flank of enemy forces which have penetrated German 1?0511:10:15 J
in a northesouth direotion, whilst the 1 5th Penzer Division, to which the Ba

Group will be subordinated, will edvamce north-eastwards along the water
pipe track,

0100:  The G,0.,C, disousses details of plans and the execution of orders with
divisional cormanders,

15th Panzer Division 8ti1l has no contaot with the Lindemarm battle echelop,
In the meantime no

thing of 4 ocourred on the 21st Panzer
Division front, g importance has

O145: 15%h Penzer Division i now in contaot with Werrelmsnn, who reported that tho
gituation is rustoreg

on has suffered very heavy losses,
Later it will be confi;"z:dt:ma:t;l;; :ﬁ:t;::’s;demann battle echelon has
succeeded in closing the Preach on the northern wing of the Hillsen Group,
The battle ecchelon hag distinguished itself end has oouragaous'.!.y repulseq
repeated enemy attacks, Bombing attacks continue without respite, In the
next few days signels interception may discover that the enemy hed planneg
to destroy artillery witnh these bombing attacks.

op15: 2tst Panzer Division at
into and completely g
alrcady west of the f

taoks as ordered. The penzer regiment soon runs
urprigses an enemy vehiole concentration, which is
ormer defonce line.

/ 0545;



0545:

0700

33.

Hill 63 is still in German hands. Ge
H1ll ©J se German troops held their ground in hard
deft_ans:.ve battles, and also took a number of grisoners.

Chief of Army (.}eneral Staff reports that strong vehicle concentrations have
been observed in area 74 .- 75 opposite the southern front of the Africe Corps,
and that a close watch must therefore be kept on the southern wing. Dive=-
bombers have been sent to attack the concentrationss V

Panzer Regiment 5 has mopped up the hollow south of point 58, destroying

several tanks, self-propelled guns etc., and taking several hundred prisonerse

The unit is at present advencing along the water pipe tracke

15th Panzer Division reports that it ha i itions all along
s regained former posi

the front, The Qivision is under heavy artillery fire. Colonel Baade reports

that single tanks are feeling their way forward on the southern front. The

mine belt in front of II/Infant i .g gtill in enemy hands. The
/Infantry Regiment 382 is ces back to prevent dis-

* Baade Group receives orders to push these enemy for

- mentling of the minefield,

0720;

0740¢

0910;

0945

1030,

1100;

It appears that the orisis is past. How enemy tanks are attacking again
in the 15th Panzer Division front. Shortly afterwards 21st Panzer Division
also reports a fresh enemy tank attack, which is proceeding along heights
south of El Ruweisat, passing point 63,
21st Panzer Division reports that enemy tanks have broken through south of
trig., point 63. jan o 3 ol d, The Reissmann

ig. po 3« Italian forces in this area surrenderc n agein to retake

" Battalion is attacking from the east and tanks are in actio

the height. _
Tei;r;hone communications with the 21st Panzor Division have broken domn
ag .

GeHeQe is sending an Intelligence Officer to Deir el Abiat to establish
whether the enemy armoured attack is being held.

to
Captain Leubinger reports that the enemy tenks, which had pushed forward
the Quattara track in the meantime, hagllybeen he’ld ~y Panzer R§'gime;1: 5,1 f.nd
were now retiring eastwards in face of a counter-attack by Fhis Unie
eneny tanks have been destroyed, :
on of the 90th

teld
1 bat s that the

Panzer Army Afrioca reports that the Briel Group and
and instruct

Light Division have been sent to the Africa Corps
situation must be restored at all costs, e
n in area 74 = 75

G.H,Qe requests dive- ' :
«HeQe Teq e~bomber attacks on the enemy formatio: m an attack by

At all events, a new crisis on the southern wing arising fro
these foroes must be avoided,

The Panzer Regiment 5 counter-attack is succeeding beyond all expectation.

The enemy is almost in full retreat eastwards, and 25 tanks heve been destroyed
go faxr,

24gt Panzer Division

The advence continues, Trig., point 63 has been retaken.
tenks destroyed

is advancing eastwards to regain Hill 63, The number of enemy
has inoreased to 30,

In view of the G.0,C,'s desoription of the situation, the C, in C. suggests
that Panzer Regiment 5 discontinue its advance and prepare to attack
southwards against the enemy thrust expected from area 74 = 75, Hill 63 will
be abandoned,

Operations Officer of 21st Panzer Division reports that the numbex of tenks

d‘::l;m)'ed has further inoreased. Out of an attacking foroce of 100 enemy

;I I/ﬁo::g ;lavg ::;n Sestroyed so far for the loss of 3 Germen tanks, II and
/Hotorise an Regi %t 10,

cernot po oed, thfan ;Zt, gimen ;. have been overrun by enemy tanks., Losses

/ In




Shes

In a telephone conversation between the G,0,G. and Colonel Crasemenn the

" Ge0.C, decides that the Baade Group will remain under. 15th Panzer Division
cormend., This unit and Panzer Regiment 8 will establish a reserve strong-
point at point 73 south of Bullet el Tor. :

The old front line has been regained everywhere, but units have beoome
mixed, 21st Panzer Division units are in action in the 15th Panzer
Division sector and vice versa, Reorganisation will not be possible until
after dusk,

At present the enemy is remaining quiet, and it seems as if he is pre=
paring for a fresh attack,

1440: The Chief of Army General Staff gives details of a plan tc? attack the
enemy group in area 74 = 75 at 1745 hours, using 2 battalions of the 90th
Light Division and the tanks of the Ariete and Littorio Divisions operate

ing from the Quattare defence works. The ne cegsary artillery preparations
will be made, :

Shortly after this call 15th Panzer Division reports a fresh enemy
armoured attack on the Warrelmann battalion sector,

1550: . Enemy tanks have broken through again and are advancing north-westwards,

© It appears that trig, point 63 is onge more in enemy hands, 218t Panzer
Division wishes to attack at 1700 hours. 2 compenies of Panzer Regiment 5 -
have been sent in against enemy tanks which broke through on the 15th
Penzer Division front, The penetration is successfully blocked end enemy
tenks thrown back, again suffering losses. It appesrs that trige point
63 is still in German hands,

1610: Panzer Africa reports that vehicle conocentrations can no longer be
observed in area 7l e 75, and that the enemy ia transferring ell his forces
northwards. In view of this development the 90th Light Division attack in
ares 74 - 75 is cancelled, On the other hand further attacks on Ruweisat

mst be expected, The Africa Corps will be made responsible for holding |
Deir el Shein, |

Vehiale concentrations at point and to the south are attacked by dive-
bombers., No more enemy at%acks g;e carried out during the aftermoon and

evening, The enemy Air Force has been very active throughout the day, and
enemy artillery fire has also been very heavys i

1930: It is absolutely essential that the minefield be reached before darl; so
that further olearing may be prevented, The deep armoured penetration
_would not have been possible at all if the enemy had not been able to
carry out undisturbed mine-clearing during the night,

The C, in C. again stresses the seriousness of the situation if the

enemy suoceeds in making o breakthrough in depths The Africa Corps will

only be withdrawn into the ares Alem ol Bilusiyat = E1 Wishks = northegast

point 37 - west of point 43 in extreme emergency. XX Army Corps will be

on the right and the 90tp Light Division on the left., An order will be

issued informing XX Corps of this plan, end the G,0,Co will instruct
- the 15th and 21s% Divisions, .

The situation continues quiet in the evening, eand there are no indice=
tions of a fresh enemy attack,

The Afrioa Corps has passed thr h oritical hours, Battle-weary and
exhausted troops performed supei.ﬁﬁmn feats to reatore the situation in

soorohing heat, Great sudcesses oan be recorded, including the destruc-
tion of 103 tenks and the capture of 45 officers and over 700 men.

/ Enemy
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0910

0915,

15, Germen tanks were mainly responsible for this victorye

35.

]‘jﬁgm{e?nlg 2::‘11;1? continues through the night, Continuous night ebtacks
attacked, but ed out again, some with PhOSPhOI'U.S bombs, - GeHe Qo itself is
ed, but only superfioial demage is caused to vehioles. '

IT)E: :3:;1';;}1:‘126 shown how important it is for units not to give ground,
position 5 dems,elves 'l?e encircled if necessary, so long as they hold their
: se Orders on this subjeot will bec issued to divisions ageins

23 July 1942

night. In the morning
Panzer Division
re in action

The enemy Air Force was i 3 3
particularly active during the
Zzz.gxsintsogf lﬁermzn bgmbs were found at G.H,Q. a.ng in the 15th
. vestigation it appe ) s sht bombers Wc
and attacked their own 'l’,r001:>5.pP ared that Gormsn nigh

Ag British aircraft fly ver i srate at night
i . v low, ground defence will also OPCT® g
in future. The? Africa Corps I‘oql:.ests recognition gignalse »Contlnuous
reports have hitherto not been given through Panzcr Army Africee
The C. in C. reports that 2 enemy i jir el Shein are pre=
. battal ast of Deir © :
paring for an attack on the dofenco o ons o emphasises that the position
xéxusl‘t; be held at all costs. The Africa COI"ps will be rcsponsible for this
as

21gt Panzer Division reports {:hat 3 attacking Hill 63
. " enemy infantry foroes are X

end Deir el She:u}. _ However, the attacllg is hel dyup by artillery fire. In the

opinion of the division the purpose of the enemy attack was to recover tanks,

All is quiet on the 15th Panzer Division fronte

The G.0.C. telephones to commend both divisional commanders for yestorday's

effort.

Nothing of importance occurs durin jvigion is ordefed
, z the day, 21st Panzcr Divisio

to establish contact with the 15tthanzeragivision,

ctorious defensive
increased by & further
As a unit on

The C., in C. also cormends the Afri i
rica Corps for the Vi
battle of 22 July. The number of tanks de:trgyed hes

agtive sirvi?etin Africa was rccently mentioned in Wehrmacht dispatohes,
G.H. Q. also 13 ends to proposec a mention, Divisions are ordered to report
the total number of tanks destruyed since 26 May.

The enemy situation remsins unchan . . . "
i . ged in the oveninge No vehiclo concen ra~
tlonssm b ?_bserved which indicate an enemy att:ack. Air aotivity wes
on a gmeller scale. Lanos in minofiolds olesred by the British have boen

1 2 ° order of Panzer Army Afric conoentrated mine=belt
will be laid surrounding the following area: >

Foint 78 - Deir Urn Khawabir - £ . . L.
west of 78 Deir Urm muawabir?es of Alam el Dihmeniya - El Mirelr = 2'% ko

2 July 1942

i‘ﬁg E?ehilrsﬁ-i:;nﬁhm a 1°n£_§ period no night bombers were in action during

the nighto agsed ¢ exception of a reconnaissance operation ageinst Hill 73

15¢h P P Divi (.luletlyo The tank situation is slowly improving again.
anzer Division has 19 serviceable temks, 21st Panzer Division 23.

In the coursc of the mormin
£ g vehicle oconcent >
Deir Ummn Khewabir, but no attack was oarrigdrgzi?ns are observed cast of

/ 1030:



1030:

1430:

0720:

0540

1100:

- 161 2:

364

The C. in C. arrives at Corps battle headquarters, After a discussion on
the situation, orders are given for the withdrawal of thc bulk of 15th ) |
Panzer Division into the area north of the mine-~belt tomorrow night, leaving |
only weak forces on the present front. |

On the southern sector only small defence units will be stationed along the
advanced mine-belt, and these will retire in the event of an enemy attack,

If enemy forces penetrate into the mine~belt they will be out %o pieces
there, ‘

The G.0,C, discusses this order with 0.C, 15th Panzer Division on the
telephone, In addition, he orders 1 battalion to be held in readiness for
mobile operations,

G.H,Q, reports that the laying of smoke screens by artillery indicates an
enemy attack., Artillery must open up immediately as a counter-measure, In
the evening Panzer Army Africa also reports that the enemy will probably
resume his attacks, and that & constant state of defensive preparedness will
be maintained,

The follofring is submitted to Army for mention in Wehrmacht despatches:

Since 26 May the 15th Panzer Division has destroyed 650 tenks and armoured
vehicles and 21st Panzer Division 658,

The rest of the day passes quietly; enemy artillery fire ig weaker, and
enemy air activity on a remgrkablz’ small scele, Enemy vehicle concentres
tions are reported in the area of point 74 end at El Ruweisat,

25 July 1942

Re-grouping of the 15th Panzer Division, carried out during the night, wag
delayed by bombing attacks., :

The tank situation hag hardly improved,

Panzer Army Africs reports that 1 battalion of the Bologna Division will be
sent up to the Africa Corps during the morminge This battalion will be
deployed on the northern edge of the mine-belt. A further 2 battalions for
@eployment on the western edge of the mine~belt will arrive during the next
few days, Although carrying out operations with the Africa Corps, the
battalions will remain under X Army Corps commande

An order is issued regarding deplovment of the battalion. The 15th Pangzer
Division is responsible for instructing the unite.

The G,0.C. requests the liaison officer of X Army Corps to arrange for the
battalion to be brought up to the front quicklys Captain wvon I.{ettler
draws attention to the limited fighting capacity of the battalions.

15th Panzer Division reports thet 3 companies have arrived and are being
handed over,

s i o Eneny force
The day passes quietly with artillery aoctivity on both sides y a
are consolidating thelr positions, r{lo changes have been observed in the

general enemy situation, Air activity is slighta

A boundary line running from point 49 - point 58 = heights to point 58 will
be established between the divigions.

Penzer Army Africe instructs that H.Q. units will also dig themselves in
for defence, .

/ 26 July 19,0 !
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26 July 1942

The night passed quietly with only slight air activity.

Army issues orders for the relief of the remnants off 1I/Infantry Regiment
382 tomorrow night. They will return to the regiment,

nghing of importance occurred during the day; artillery Was active on both
sides,

Air aotivity is slight. A sandstorm is in progresss

Colonel Menton reports 20 - 25 enemy tanks east of the Quattara defence
works, 15th Panzer Division is osdered to provide artillery defence in the
event of an enemy attack,

The enemy tenk formation attacks, but is repulsed without aiffioultys

Late in the evening heavy artillery firc can be heard in the north, On
inquiry, it is learnt that the Pavis end Trento Divisions, in action north
of Deir el Shein, arc under fire,

27 July 1942

Enemy herassing fire and air aotivity during the night; the vomberdment in

the north continues,

II/Infantry Regiment 382 has been relieved,

+ enemy forces have
Battle group_BrJ.el
ore the gituation.

On inquiry by Panzer Army Africa, G.H.Q. confirms the
penetrated the German lines at Sa’.nyiet ¢l Miteiriyas
end Reconnaissance Unit 33 have been sent in to rest

. o was supposede
Army reports that the penetration is apparently ler. ge;‘ f.lg;npossible opera=~

The Africa Corps will hold a battl adines

tion in the area. e group in re

15th Panzer Division receives orders to hold in readiness & reserve Erouk
under the commend of Lt,/Col., Mildsbrath, 10 An iing of 1 rifle battellol =
(I/Motorised Infantry Regiment 115), 1 light ertillery unit (less one

1 heavy flak battery and 1 panzer unit,

The C. in C. informs the G,0,C, of the situation, The Afrioa COwPS receives
orders to restore the situation at Seniyet el Miteiriye.

The G.0.C. orders 0,C. 15th Panzer Division to sond battle grovp Mildebrath
to Deir el Dipp, where it will pivot in the direotion of point 37. A second
penetration at Saniyet el Miteiriya will be sealed off by battle group Brielo
The Chief of Army General Staff telephones to the Mildebrath Group to form up
as quickly as. possible, 15th Panzer Division is instruoted that the
Mildebrath Group could probebly move more quickly by bringing units up to
Deir el Dipp separately,

The panzer unit of the Mildebrath Group has attaoked, According to a 21st
Penzer Division reconneissance unit report, enemy forces in the north are
already retiring eastwards,

The penzer unit is south-west of Deir el Dipp; the area is under heavy

ertillery fire. There is nothing to be seen of the enemy; the unit is
turning eastwards,

/ 0915:
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Aocording to a reconnaissance unit report, Saniyet el Mitciriya is once more
in Germen hands. The battle group has thercfore been ordered to take
point 37. This measurc is epproved by Panzer Army Africea.

Army changes instructions and orders the Mildebrath Group to attack Saniyet
el Miteiriya, The group reports a force of some 20 enemy tanks 2 km,
north-west of Saniyet el Miteiriya. The group itself is advancing north-
east, The enemy tanks are under Army artillery bombardment from the north,

The Mildebrath Group reports that it has teken the Italien strongpoint, and
that the enemy tanks are retiring north-ecastwards, The group is ordered to
overpower the enemy armoured force and then take up defensive positions
east of point 37, ‘

Enemy tanks are advencing on the right wing of the Mildebrath Group, but no
fighting results,

The Mildebrath Group has reached the line 1 km, north of point 37 - north.
east of Saniyet el Miteiriya, i.e. the former strongpoint line. I/Motorised
Infantry Regiment 115, which has been held up so far, is advanoing slowly,
There are more tanks in front of the Mildebrath Group and thexre must be others
north-west of Saniyet el Miteiriya, Lt. Colonel Mildebrath is therefore

grdered to destroy this enemy force. 3 enemy tanks have been destroyed so
are

In the meantime the strongpoint north-east of Saniyet ¢l Mitciriya has been
re-oocupied by an Italian company., The Mildebreth Group is 1n contac; with
Infentry Regiment 200 on the right and the Briel Group on the left. There
should be no more enemy tanks behind the Germen fronte

The order to take up defensive positions east of point 37 is repeated.

The Mildebrath Group reports that it is covering point 37 from the cast,

La.r%e concentrations of vehicles and tenks can be observed 3 = L km. to the
east,

Lt. Colonel Mildebrath receives orders direot from the C. in C. to destroy
enemy tanks which have ponetrated into the breach, There must therefore
§ti11 be some enemy ermoured foroes inside the Germen lincse G-_H~Q-
instruots artillery end flak also engage the tenks, The group is informeq
of a new minefield south of Deir el Dipp.

gOthing of importance has cocurred on the 15th and 21st Panzer Division
ronts, i

As further enemy attacks can be e i coially during

X xpected at any time, esp !
the next 21 hours, orders are issued to hold panzer regiments in readi.ness
for any contingenay, The 21st Panzer Division will support the Bresoia
and Pavia Divisions in defensive operations,

The Mildebrath Group receives deteiled instruotions regarding the Use of jgg
units and their situation during the night,

During the afternocon the C. in C. spent some time with General Warlimont
at Africa Corps battle headquarters,
28 July 1942

The night passed quietly, Enemy forces opposite the Mildebrath Group
retired 2 » 3 km, e&stwa;'dsq Ttotal of 7 tenks were destroyed by the
Mildebrath Group yesterday,

Penzer Army Afrioa orders the Mildebrath Group to withdrew for action on
enother sector; the breach will be olosed by artillery barrag®e

/ 1000,




39,

1000: The a’bc?ve order is issued to the Mildebrath Group. Riflemen will not be &ble
to retire before dusk,

.'-_PhetG.O.C. goes to investigate the situation in the 15th Panzer Division
sector, L : A

During the Jowrney G.H.Q. Intelligence Officer, Staff Ceptain Laubingez end
the G.0,C.'s signals officer, Lt, Heinze, are killed by artillery fire.

Nothing of importence has occurred on the divisional fronts. Enemy artillery
fire varies in strength, and enemy air activity is limited to axmed
reconnaissance,

2040: The G.0.C. asks the X Army Corps liaison officer whether units of the Bresoia
Division can be transferred to the northern part of Deir el Shein. Apert
from 4 2 om. guns, there is no garrison there, In addition, the Bologna
Division battalion on the northern edge of the mine-belt has retired too fare

The G.0.C. .requests that this matter be dealt with.

2230: Battle group Mildebrath withdrew from its positions without losses and is now
at the Corps' disposal north-west of Deir el Dippe

reserve groups

During the past fow days it h , ecial
g b ew days it has been noticed that when SP Both divisions

hawe been required quickly no operations staff was availables
have therefore been instructed to hold a staff in readinesse
The tenk situation has improved considerebly of late, and 108 tenks are
gerviceable again,

29 July 1942

Tho night pessed quictly; cnemy fores east of battle group Mildebrath made

a further withdrawal,

o the jnadequate
it is asked

adiness as an

0930: The attention of the Chief of Army Generel Staff is drawn t
garriscn of the northern part of Deir el Shein, In additions
whether the staff of the 15th Rifle Brigade can be held in re
operations staff for reserve groups,

The day passcs quietly with artillery fire on both sides and slight eneny
eir activity.

2005: In a telephone conversation between the C, in C, and the Go0sCe s the Co 1R Co
‘stresses that further enemy attacks are to be expected, A& strong reserve
group must be made ready, For this reason the 21st Panzer Division will be
withdrewn during the night and its sector teken over by the 15th Panzer
Division.

2015: The G,0.C. passes the order on to both divisinonal commanders by telephoneo
The 21st Panzer Division will withdraw during the night and remein in readin-
ess as a reserve group in the area around Deir el Abyad. Divisional
artillery will support 15th Panzer Division defence, ILI/Motorised Infantry
Regiment 104 end AcA. Battalion 612 will remein under 15th Penzer Division
commend. Panzer Regiment 8 minus the Mildebrath Group and 1 battalion will
come under the command of the 21st Panzer Division. The Mildebrath Group
remoins unchenged with the exception of the artillery unit steff end 1 light
battery which will return to the 15th Panzer Division. Orders will be issued
later in writing or as a radio messege.

The C, in C. again stresses the necessity to hold positions at all costs.
G.H.Q, will issue various orders on the surveillance of mine lanes eto.

, / 30 July 1942
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20 July 1942

The night passed quietly. 15th Panzer Division has_tz.aken.over the whoi!.e
of the Africa Corps sector, and the 21st Panzer Division is agsembled in
the arca around Deir el Abyad, Artillery will regroup during the morning,

Artillery was active on both sides during the whole day. Enemy ar‘b:.lle_zry
is concentrating on rear areas, During the morning and afternoon_part of
Corps battle headquarters was under wesk artillery fire. Enemy eir

aotivity is slight. No changes have been observed in the enemy situation,

31 July 1942

Nothing of importance ocourred during the nighte

0930: Grenadier Halm of Panzer Grenadier Regiment 10, who destroyed 7 gnemy
‘ tenks on 22 July, was awarded the Ritterkreuz by the C. in C, at Corps
battle headquarters,

Afterwards a disoussion on future plens took place. All motorised units
are to be withdrawn and prepared for an offensive. Defence positions
will be garrisoned by infantry, Further mine-belts must be laid to
effeot the greatest possible econony in forces.

1030: The G¢0,C. disousses further neasures with divisional commanders. 'f;h?
15th Panzer Division will carry out mining operations after more detaileq
instruotions from the G,0,C. Engineer Battalion 200 will come under
15th Panzer Division command for this purpose,

The day passes without eny important developments. Artillery is active
on both sides, enemy fire being heavier at timss. Germen art:.ll::;y ili
goncentrating on eneny artillery, No changes in the enemy situation hayg -
been observed, . .

1 _August 1942
The night passed quietly, with the exception of & reconnaissance operatjicgn
on the 15th Panzer Division seaotor, which was repulsed.

Artillery was active on botht sides during the days The ReA.F. ocarried
out several fighter-bomber attacks, ‘

No changes in the enemy situation have been observeds
In order to limit journeys into Army rear areas, instructions have been
issued that passes will be required for all journeys to the rear as
follows:~ as far as E1 Daba for battalions, Mersa Matruh for regiments,
and beyond Mersa Matruh for Aivisions, :
The tenk situation continues to improve; the 15th Penzer Division has 66
serviceeble tenks and the 218t Pangzer Division 65e

2 August 1942
Nothing of importance ocourred fluring the night,

t 3
The 21st Panzer Division is ordered o carry out reoonnaissano? operationg |
in the southern seotor (El Taga ang Ghebel Kalekh) as & defensive measurq |
against a possible enemy attaak,

/ Operag ioms |
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90th Light Division German Africa Corps X Army h@.rp§ XX Army

i1,

Operations against enemy ertillery by artillery of Africa Corps, X Army
Corps and Panzer Army Africa will be controlled by en order from the
Artillery Commender 10k. Tt is e disedvantage that the sector allocated
to the Afrioca Corps does nol correspond with area for defence of which the
Corps is responsible,

During the day artillery was active on both sides and the R.A.F, oarried out
several low-level attacks.

Panzer Army Africa orders 3 ammunition and 4 fuel consignments (2'1"'20'2“13)
to be supplied by 15 Augusts Thesec supplies will be brought up by trooP
transport without endangering unit mobile defence.

The long~barrclled guns of the tanks heve proved themselves Wen;l‘blﬁs w—?:hou.'b
exohange of short-barrelled guns for long~barrelled guns 18 possh b
causing sany difficulty, the Africa Corps suggests that dameged S %r' and
barrelled guns be exchanged for long=berrelled guns for the time elﬁ%’up
requests that a corrcsponding number of long~barrelled guns be broug ¢
A test of the new}rly srrived medium field howitzer 13 on S.P. ‘mounting has .
shown that this weapon has great wecaknesses,

Serviceable tanks: 15%h Penzer Division = 75

218t Fangzer Division = 78

PANZER ARMY AFRICA

e e e i

!
i
Corps XXI_Army CCrps

15th Panzer Division Brescia Ariete Panzer Trento Infantry
Infontry Division Division
Division

2ist Panzer Division Pavia Trieste Sabratha
Infantry Motorised Infantry
Division Division Division

A.H.B, 6 Distribution

Sams as for Translation VII/85

h 236395/TM/6/4.9/35.






