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MALTA

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

Four Sea Gladiators issued for Hal Far Station Pighter Flight,

Establishment of No, 3 A.4.C,U,(Anti-Aireraft Co-operation Unit)
Operational Flight laid down as 5 I,E, end 2 I,R, Swordfish,

Four Sea Gladiators serviceable,
Declaration of War by Italy.

Pirst raid on Malta by 10 Italian bambers, No significent
damage,

Italian submerine Argonsuta sunk by Sunderland of No, 230
Squadron,

The Italian submarine Rubino also sunk by a Sunderland of
No, 230 Squadron,

First operational bombing sortie by Swordfish of No, 830
Squadron ageinst Augusta harbour,

Arrival of Hurricene Flight of 12 aircraft fiom aircraft
carrier H.M.S. Argus (Operation "Rurry*).

Formation of No, 261 Squedron (Hurricanes).

No, 431 (GoR,) Flight Glen Martin Unit formed, The personnel
of No, 3 A, A.C,U, absorbed and their Unit disbanded,

Arrival at Malta of Sunderland Detachment of No, 228 Squadron,
Italy inveded Greece,

Operation "White", Only four Hurricanes amd=enm={lawm arrived
at Malta out of 12 Hurricanes ssii=bwe=Silswss flown of f the
aircraft carrier Argus,

No. 148 (Wellingtons), Malta's first bomber squadron, established
on the island,

Hitler annocunces decision to base X Fliegerkorps in the
Mediterrancan ,

Arrival of Luftwaffe Units in Italy end Sicily for offensiwe
against Malta.

No. 431 (G.R,) Flight disbanded and No, 69 (G.R.) Squadxon
formed,

Pive Swordfish flown off aireraft carrier Arxk Royal

Attack by German Ju,87s on convoy “"Excess® south of Malte,
Illustrious seriously damaged,

Supply ship Essex arrived Melta, The Essex was later severely
damaged by air attack,
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12 Jan, German air strength on Sicily 255 aircraft, Attack by
 Wellingtons on German-cccupied airfield at Catania,

16 First heavy German attack on Malta, Begimming of the
Illustrious blits

23 » Illustrious sails from Melta for Alexandria,

27 " Pirst combined operation between Mal ta's reconnaissence amd
strike airoraft,. The Ingo (German 3,950 tons) sunk by the
€.A.A, Swordfish of Nos, 830 and 806 Squedrors,

12 Feb, Me,109 fighters make first eppearance over Malta as escort
to German bambers,

15 Feb, S.S. JuWentus (Italian 4,920 tons) sunk by Swordfish of
No, 830 Squadron,

26 Feb, Severe Germen raid on Luga destroyed six Wellingtons and
damaged another nine aircraft,

9 Mar, Recall of No., 148 Squadran (Wellington) to Middle East,
M.

23 Mar, Arrival of convoy #LV. 6 at Melte, Enemy raids intensified,
The supply ships City of Lincoln and Perthshire seriously
damaged. : ’

Move of No, 228 Squadrcn back to the Middle East,
3 April Operation "Winch", 12 Hurricenes arrived safely at Malta,

2 ® Rainrn of Wellingtans of No, 148 Squadron to Malte.
‘Stiackse mounted against Tripoli.

249 " British forces begin withdrewal from Crete (Operation "Demen®),
Evacuation completed by the end of month,

2y * Operation "Dunlop®, 23 Hurricanes arrived at Malta.

27 * Arrivel of Blenheims of No, 21 Squedron Detachment,

1 May No, 252 Squadron Detachment (Beaufighters) arrived at Malta,
14 ® Blenheims of No, 21 Squadron leave Malta for U.K. '

16 " Arrival as replacement for No., 21 Squadron of Detachment from
No, 139 Squadron,

18 * Between 18 and 27 May majority of German air force units sent
to North Africa or Greece.

20 ® Germans begin invasion of Crete, Coampleted by 1 June.

21 " Operation "Splice®, 46 Hurricanes arrived at Malte but only

four retained, together with the pilots of No, 249 Squadron,
Detachment of No, 82 Squadron (Blenheims) arrived at Mel ta,

22 ® Itelian ship Perseo (4,857 tons) bambed and sunk by.Blenheims
of No, 139 Sguadron. Sinking shared with Royal Navy,

25 ® Air Vice-Marshal H, P, Lloyd, M.C., D,F.C,, arrived to take
comnend as 4,0.C, Malta vice Air Vice-Marshal F. H. N. Maynard,
C.B., A.F,.C,

/26 May F\‘[w""'"" ™ g S e .
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26 May Blenheims of Nos. 82 and 139 Squadrons sénk 6,342-ton
Italian M/, Marco Foscarini,

3 " Blenheims sdnk 3,314~tons cargo vessel S,S8, Florida IT,
s e

3 June Italian M/V; Montello (6,117 tons) and Beatrice C (6,132 tons)
sunk by Blenheims of Nos, 82 and 139 Squadrons.

6 June No, 46 Squadron arrived from U,K, (Operation "Rocket").

18 June Operation "Tracer®, 43 Hurricaenes landed safely at Malta,
34 flew on to Middl e East, .

27 Juns Operation "Railway® (First Phase). 21 Hurricanes arrived
safely at Malte,

30 Juns Operation "Railway® (Second Phase). 35 Hurricenes arrived
at Malte,

1 July Eritrea (Italian 2,517 tons) sunk by Wellingtons of No, 148
Squadron in bambing attack on Tripoli,

3 July Sparta (Gexman 1,724 tons) sunk in combined Wellington and
Swordfish attack on Tripoli,

(¢

22 July Preussen (Germen 8,230 tons) sunk by Blenheims of No, *&®
Squadron,

22 July Brarena (Italian-registered Norwegian 6,996 tons)
sunk by combined Blenheim and Swordfish attacks.

24 July Operation "Substence", Six ships totelling 60,000 tons gross

arrived safely at Malta (Melbourne Star, Sydney Star, City
of Pretoria, Port Chalmers, Durham, Deucalion).

26 July Avortive attack on Malta Harbour by enemy light navel forces
(E-boats and midget submarines, supported by the Diana,
a fast torpedo-boat carrier)..

August Bombing offensive maintained esgainst Tripoli.

2 August  Arrivel of Force 'X' at Malta with 70 officers, 1,676 O.Re.
and 140 tons of stores (Operation "Style").

2 August Malta Hight Fighter Flight formed (No, 1435 Flight).
Pirst success scored on 5 August,

5 August Nita (Italian 6,813 tons) sunk by combined strike Blenheims
and Swordfish,

6 August Arrival of Wellingtons No, 38 Squadron,

10/11 Aug, California (Italian 13,060 tons) sunk at Catania by Fleet Air
Arm Swordfish., She was reported to have been a hospital
ship but did not feature in the Italian naval order of battle.

0
17 August  Maddalena fdero (Italian 5,479 tons) sunk by Fleet Air Arm
S

30 August Heavy raid on Tripoli by Wellingtons, Four ships sunk
including the Italian RIV of 6,630 tons,

/ September
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Sept, Bamb racks fitted to Hurricanes and beginning of fighter-
bamber raids on Sicily,
3 Andrea Gritti (Italian 6,338 tons) and Pietro Barbaro (Italian

»330 tons) sunk by Fleet Air Arm Swordfish,
11 Sept. Alfredo Oriani (Italisn 3,059 tons) sunk by Blenheims.

12 Sept, Caffaro (Italien 6,476 tons) sunk by cambined strike Blenheims,
Wellingtons and Swordfish, Three Blenheims lost,

14 Sept, Niccolo Odero (Italian 6,003 tons) sunk by Wellingtons of No, 38
Squadron in bombing attack on Tripoli night 13 September.

19 St
20 Sept. Monselet (French 3,372 tons) sunk by Blenheims of No, 107
Squadron,

23 Sept. The blockade runner
~ Marigola

|
28 Sept. Hapberd convoy arrived Malta (72,500 tons gross) Clan Macdonald,
Clan Ferguson, Ajex, City of Lincoln, Rowallen Castle,

Dunedin Star, City of Calcutta, H.M.S. Breconshire, The
erial Star (12,500 tons) was torpedoed and had to be sunk,

5 October Rialto (Italian 6,099 tons) sunk by No, 830 Squadron Fleet
Air Amm,

11 Oct. Casaregis (Itelian 6,485 tons) sunk by No, 830 Squadron
Fleet Air Amm,
B
14 Oct, %ainsizza (Italian 7,933 tons) sunk by No., 830 Squadron
Fleet Air Awm, ’
Comendo Supremo (General Cavallero)gave orders for a study on
the invasion of Malta (Operation "C,3") to be prepared.

16 Oct. Operation'€allboy’. Eleven Albacores and one Swordfish flown
to Malta from the Ark Royal,

17 Oct. Move of No. 104 Squadron to Malta begun in preparation for
Operation "Crusader®.

]

18 Oct, Caterina (Italian 4,786 tons) sunk by No, 830 Squadron and
submarine,

21 Oct, Arrival of Force K at Malta,

Heavy Wellington raid on Naples. 34 tons of bombs dropped
including 4,000-1bs,

23 Oct. Achille (Italian 2,415 tons) sunk by Blenheims of No,
107 Squadron,

25 Oct, No. 38 Squadron (Wellingtons) returned to Egypt.

29 Oct, Order given by Hitler for the transfer of Luftflotte 2 from
the Rulssia.n front to the Mediterranean, Fuehrer Directive
No, 38).

5 November Anna Zippitelli (Italian 1,019 tons) sunk by Blenheims,

9 Nov., Destruction of enemy convoy of seven ships totalling 40,000
tons gross by Force K,

/12 Nov.

!,-nfnrbynw' Ao o en et
? 2 % oo e

‘ % oa o= '
——y it Y

SEg=Rr



A= 1941(Contd. )

12 Nov,

13 Nov,
14 Nov,

18 Nov,
25 Nov,

28 Nov.

30 Nov,

December

1 Dec,

8 DQCQ
9 Dec.

12 De_co

14 Des,
17 Dec.
18 Deo,

19 Dec,

21 Pec.
23 Deo,

26 Deg.
29 Dea,

1942
January

/5 Jen,

- xv
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Operatiors "Pantaloon" and "Callboy'. Transfer of 34 Hurricanes
together with the pilots of Nos., 242, 258 and 605 Squadrons
to Malta in the aircraft carrier Ark Royal .

Ark' Royel torpedoed.

Ark Royal sank at 06,13 hours on the 14th, She was only
25 miles from Gibraltar,

Operation "Crusader® launched by General Auchinleck,

Battleship Barham sunk by U,331 with loss o 860 officers and men,

Berbera (Italian tanker 2,093 tons) damaged end sunk by Blenheims
of 18 and 107 Squadrons,

Priaruggia (Italian 1196 tons) sunk in the course of raid by
Wellingtons on Benghazi,

Capo Farc (Italian 3,476 tons) sunk by Blenheims of No, 18
Squadron.

Offensive against enemy ports and bases continued,

Iridio Mantovani (Itelian tanker 10 ,540 tons) sunk by Blenheims
and the cruiser Aurora,

Begimning of enemy withdrawal towards Gazala,

Tobruk relieved,

S
Italian cru:lsezz..Barbiano and Giussano sunk by Melta Farce
Group I. .

Cruiser Gal;atea sunk.

Lina (Italian 1,235 tons) sunk by Fleet Air Arm,

Battleships Queen Eligabeth and Valignt sericusly damaged in .
Alexandria by Italian " human-torpedo” attack,
The blockade runner Breconshire reached Melta,

Force K ran into a mine\;ield‘ near Tripoli., The fla..vhip
Neptune and the destroyer Kandahar sunk. The cruisers Aurora
and Penelope dameged. )

An important enemy convoy reached Tripoli safely.

Beginning of Luftwaffe's second air offensive agaim § Mal ta.
Eighth Army enter Benghazi.

Heavy enemy raid on Luqe, Six aircraft destroyed and five
damaged.

Another heavy air raid on Luqa, Fifteen aircraft destroyed
on the ground,

Arrivel of personnel of Nos, 242 and €05 Squadrons.

Visit by Grp., Capt. B. E. Embry to Malta and recamendation
made that Hurricane squadrons should be re-amed with
Spitfires, :

Enemy flew 1,973 sorties against Malta (591 bomber, 1 , 145
fighter and 237 recce), Six R.A.F, aircraft destroyed and
5k deamaged,

RESTRICT™
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5 January Operation "M.F,2" to pass Glengyle in to Malta and bring
out the Brsgomghire.
&7 Jan, Perla (Italian 5,741 tons) sunk by Albacore of No, 8}’8 Squadron,
19 Jan, Convoy M.F. 3 arrived Grand Harbour with 24,000 tons of stores.
The Themopylae set on fire and had to be sunk,
The enemy launched a series of attacks on the Harbour with
72 ajireraft,
21 Jan, Ramnel launched his counter-offensive,
24 Jan, Motor liner Victoria ("The pearl of our merchant fleet": Ciano)

sunk in course of atrikss by Beauforts of No, 39 Squadron and
Albacores of No, 826 Squadraon.
sheot )
25 Jan, Seven Hurricanes bwwemgh# down by Me,109s ( appratimately one
quarter of Malta's serviceable fighters).
Operation M. F., 4 to pass the Breconshire into Melta with fuel
and stores and bring out the Glengyle and Rowallan Castle.

28 Jan, Benghagi recaptured by enemy forces,

February Luftwaffe flew 2,447 sorties against Mal ta (518 bamber, 1,606
fighter and 323 Recce), Luga attacked 142 times, Ta Kali
37, Hal Far 23, and Krendi 'Q' site 20 times,

No. 69 Squadren carried out 85 reconnaissance flights, By the
end of February left with only three serviceable aircraft,

. No.
3 Feb, Napoli of 6,142 tons sunk by Albacores cfAsze Squadron and
R, N, subtmarine (shared), -
4 Feb, Rommel's advance brought to a halt at Gazala,
12 Peb, February convoy to Malta (M.W.9) left Alexandria, |

None of the three M,V's in the convoy arrived, The Clan Campbell
was damaged and had to put into Tobruk., The Clan Chattan and i
Rowallen Castle were so badly disabled that they had to be sunk

by their escorts.

14 Feb, Ariosto (Italisn 4,115 tons) sunk by Albacores of No, 828
Squadren and R,N, submarine (shared).

15 Peb, Wellingtons of No, 40 Squadron left for Middle East,
A heavy series of raids on the island involving 165 aircraft,

22 February  No, 37 Squadron §We11:lngtcns)u arrived fran the Middle East,
No. 21 Squadron (Blenheims) transferred to the Middle East.
They had lost eight aircraft in February,

March Enemy sortiss rise to 4,927, R.A.F's average serviceability
throughout March only 12, The R, A F. lost 12 fighters in
combat (9 pilots killed) and 46 destroyed on the ground.

In the bambing the R, A.F. lost 28 killed and 34 wounded.

2/3 March * Brilliant bambing strike by Wellingtons of No.137 Squadron on
Palemme. 13,000 tons of enemy shipping sunk £ Cums
German 6,652 ‘::ons), Securitas gIt&'I.:lan 5,366 tons), and
Tre Marie (Itelian 1,086 tons
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7 March Operation "Quartef/"Spotter®. The first batch of Spitfires
(15) reached Malta, together with seven Blenheims,

8 March Continuous alerts at Luga from dawn till dusk,

9 March Heavy bambing of Luqga continuned, Seven Wellingtons burnt ocut
and four damaged.

10 Merch The first fighter s nh to became operationsl with
Spitfires at Malta (No, 249), The re-aming of this $quadron
was campleted by 17 March, )

13/14 Max, _ No, 37 Squadron Detsshment carried cut their last cperatiems
“They then returned to Egypt.

id
17/18 Max. (Gexman 1,778 tons) sunk by Swordfish of No. 830 Squadron
& mine (shared).

20 March In series of devastating raids on Ta Kali on 20/21 Maxch, in
which estimated 1,500 bombs dropped, nearly all the buildings
on the airfield were demolished,

21 Mareh Operation "Scantling"/Picket" (first phase),

Nine Spitfires reached Malta, together with two escewting
Blernheims,
23 March Operation "Fullsize", The Breconshire, Pampas and Talabot

24 March

26 March

27 March

31 March

April

1 April

5 April
4 April

/6 april

(22,500 tons) arrived at Malta, The Clan Campbell of

3,500 tons lost.

No. 185 Squadron re-ammed with Hurricane II (Cannon),
Severe ddumdpe
Sk tra—3amdaad and casualties at Hal PFar, 29 killed ox
migsing, Nevertheless,Hurricanes airborne that same
afterncen,
Massed raids by 326 Geman aircraft to sink three remaining
ships of Vian Convoy., Talabot and Pampas sunk, The
eruiser Penclope seriously dsmaged.

The Breconshire sunk in harbour,
Move of No, 229 Squadron (Hurricanes) to Malta from the
Middle East,

Another very heavy raid on Hal Far,

The Spring blitz at its height, Total of 9,599 sorties
flown against Malta and 6,500 tons of bambas dropped.

4 airoraft destroyed on the ground and 82 demaged.

A further 20 fighters were destroyed in cambat, The
Luftwaffe lost 45 aircraft in action,

Heavy raid on Hal Far, é‘wo aircraft destroyed and ten damaged,
Airfield extensively ora Pd and rendered temporarily unservice-
able,

Ta Kali airfield heavily bombed and rendered temporarily
unserviceable. A number of aircraft destroyed and demaged.

Three Wellingtons collided at Luga were destroyed.
Airfield at Hal Far again badly ore
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6 April  Serious damage at Luqa, to buildings and installations.

7 April More raids on Luga and many buildings demolished,
Extensive damage at Kalafrana, Torpedo Section, Officers Mess,
M, T, Section and the north and south slipways hit,

8 April  Kalafrana again heavily bambed, The only two Air/Sea Rescue
airoraft lost,

11 April Heavy raids on Luga and 9 aircraft burnt out and 4 damaged.
Six Hurricanes destroyed or badly demaged at Hal Far,

°

12 April Runways and dispersal areas badly orat&at Luga, Three
Wellingtons burnt out, More serious age to buildings
at Hal Far,

15 April Award of the George Cross Medal to Malta,

18 April Five aircraft destroyed at luga, The stores hangar set on fire
at Kalafrana and the Sunderland hanger hit,

19 April Extensive demage to barrack blocks at Hal Far,

20 April Operation "Calendar, 46 Spitfires reached Malta, together
with pilots of Nos, 601 and 603 Squadrons,fran the U.S,
airoraft carrier Wasp, Series of devastating raids launched
on Luga and Ta Kali, By the 23rd,nine of the Spitfires had
been destroyed on the ground and 29 damaged,

7
21 April The main runway at Luqa badly crated and two Wellingtons
destroyed, Same 50 Ju,88s dropped 200 bambs on Ta Kali
airfield, BRunways extensively cra Four Spitfires
destroyed on the ground and five ed.

Arrival of No, 148 Squadron Detachment of 10 Wellingtors at
Malta, By 26th April all but two had been destroyed,

22 April VWorkshops at Luga badly damaged and four aircraft burnt out.

23 April Extensive damage to workshops and buildings at Ta Kali,
More airoraft destroyed and dsmaged., Food short,
Begimning of move of Germman units from Sicily to North Africa
and Russia,

26 April In the cowrse of heavy raids on Kalafrana ons Officer and three
O.Rs., killed and one Offiser and eight O,Rs. injured, together
with two civilians killed and 13 injured,

The 10th Submarine Flotilla left Mel fa for Alexandria, BRecall
of Detachment of No, 148 Squadron to the Middle East,

27 April One of the most concentrated series of attacks Luga,

Officers’ Mess, Sergeants’ Quarters and Section
demolished,
May The Royal Air Force resumed its air offensive, Sharxp drop

in tomnage of stores arriving in North Africa for the Panzer Amy.

7 May Lord Gort, V.C., appointed Governor and Cammender-in~Chief Malta
in succession to Lt,=Gen, Sir William Dobbie,

9 May First phase of Operation "Oppidan" and "Hansford” campleted.
" Arrival of 60 Spitfires at Malta from aircraft carriers Wasp
and Eagle, The SpitfireSmere cperational within 35 minutes

and flew 134 sorties,

[ okl Wit b et s )
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10 May Announcement by Field Marshal Kesselring "Our task campleted®,
The second Gemman air offensive against Mal ta called off,
Baids still continued but at considerably reduced intensity,
From this date the Royal Air Force regain air supsriority over
the island, Arrivel of Welshman at Malta with-urgently-neceded
stores, She was covered by Spitfires from "Oppidan".
Luftwaffe had 12 aircraft shot down,

o
18 May Second phase of Operations "Oppidan®™ and "Hansford", 16 Spitfires
flown to Malte, :

24 May Retum of Wellingtans to Malta (Detachment of No, 104 Squadmn)o
26 May Operation "Theseus" launched by Rammel, The awitch of
%@ggg_z_ units from Sicily to North Africa completed.
noticeable lull in air operations against Malta,

30/31 May Gino Allegri (Italian 6,836 toms) sunk by Wellington of Na, 221
Squadron Detachment and subtmarine Proteus.

June

3 June Operation "Tilden"/"Style", 27 Spitfires reached Malta from
the aircraft carrier Eagle, 4 Detachment of Wellingtons of
No, 38 Squadron arrived fram the Middle East,

9 June Operation "Maintop"/"Salient®, 32 Spitfires reached Malta
fram the aircraft carrier Eagle,

10-12 June No, 217 Squadron (Beauforts) transferred to Malta,
11 June Arrival of 11 Beaufighters of No, 235 Squadron at Malta,

14~17 June Operations "Harpoon" and "Vigorous" The June convoys to Malta.

Only two ships from “"Harpoon", the Western conviy (Troilus
}7,500 tons, and Orari 10,500 tom), together with the special
21 June Oéphm of Tobruk by Panzer Ammy, Reichenfels (G-e::man 7,754 tans)

service mine-layer Wel M arrived,
lgpera.tion "Vigoroua" the eas'l:dwest convoy, had to be a.bandoned.
sunk by Beauforts of No, 217 Squadron, Rammel's decision to -
continue with the conquest of Egypt.

July The third Gexman air agsault against Malta, They flew
2,851 sorties and dropped 695 tons of bambs and 2,300 incendiaries,
The Luftwaffe lost 37 aircraft over Malta, The Royal Air Force
had 36 Spitfires shot down in cambat, The attacks were
concentrated on airfields in an attempt to ground the island's
fighter defence,

2 July Nine aimmen killed and 11 injured in attack on Ta Kali airfield,

4 July Beginning of Luftwaffe's third air blitz against Malia,

6 July Total of 180 sorties flown against Malta.

13 July Three aircraft destroyed and eight damaged in an air attack.

14 July A marked decrease in the mumber of raids, The Welshman makes
her third trip to Malta,

15 July  Air Vice-Marshal K. R, Park assumed command as Air Officer

Comnanding Malta, Air Vice-Marshal H PughdlLloyd left Malta
oL that same evening, rat:!.on “Golima." "Pinpoint®, 31 Spitfires
reached Malta, RTECTRIOTRY
wk) L\ih a9 L e

21 July
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21 July  Operation "Knapsack"/"Insect". A further 28 Spitfires reached

22 July
23 July

24 July
August
9 August

10 August
11 August

12 Auvgust

13 August

14 August

17 August

21 August

27 August

Malta,
Return of the 10th Sutmarine Flotilla to Malta,

The blits resumed until 27 July. Three aircraft destroyed
and 22 dameged, No, 1435 (Night Fighter) Flight upgraded to
No, 1435 Squadron,

P
Yettor Bisani (Italian 6,339 tons) sunk by Beauforts of Nos,
86 and 214 Squadrons, scorted by Beaufighteis of No, 235
Squadron,

Pirst news of "Pedestal® Convoy reached the Italian Admiralty.
The "Pedestal® Convoy cleared the Strait of Gibraltar,

Operation "Bellows", 37 Spitfires arrived at Malte, The
aireraft carrier Eagle torpedoed by U,73. Attacks by Beaufighters
of No. 248 Squadron on Sicilian air bases, Six enemy aireraft

destroyed. sunk e Thulid n Jubmokine

Destroyer "Wolverine ewmx®/Dagabur, The M,V. Deucalian,
7,500 tons, demaged and eventually sunk, The Italian
submarine Cobalto sunk by the Ithuriel, The destroyer Foresight
disabled and finally sunk by her escort. The cruiser Cairo
sunk, The Empire Hope and the Clan Rerguson sunk,

e WAILMARANY Sunk by brmds.
The Italisn cruisers Bolgeno and Mugio Attendolo demaged by R.N.
subtmarine P.42, / The Manchester torpedoed by E-boats and
scuttled, The Glenorchy, Wairangi, Almor: Lykes, Rochestexr
Cestle, Santa Eliza and Dorset torpedoed by E-boats, The
Rochester Castle managed to reach Malta, together with the
Port Chalmers and Melbourne Star, but the rest were lost,

The Brisbane Star arrived at Malta, She had been damaged by
torpedo on the 12th, Ohio (tanker 10,000 tons) arrived at Malta
after being damaged on the 12th and 13th August,

Offensive shipping strikes fram Malta resumed, The Rosalino Pilo
(Italian 8,236 tons) seriously damaged by Beauforts of No, 8
Squadron and Beaufighters of Nos, 235 and 252 Squadrons, and sunk
by RN, sutmerine, Operation "Headlong"/"Baritone®, Arrival

of 29 Spitfires at Malta,

Unloeding of "Pedestal® convoy campleted, Stocks of petrol
amount to 973,000 gallons, Pozarica (Italian 7,800 tons) sunk
Beauforts of No, 39 Squedron,
{ELP/ '
(Italian 1,527 tons) sunk by Beauforts of No, 39 Squadron,

30th August San Andrea (Italian 5,077 tons) sunk by Besuforts of No. 39

September
3 Sept.

6 Sept.

/12 Sept.

Squadron. Rommel launched last offensiwe in Bgypt:at 22,00 hour?
(Battle of Alem el Halfa).

Monti (Ital:w.n 4,301 tons) severly dameged in course of attacks
by Wellingtons, Swordfish and Albecores, She was finally
beached south of Locri, .

Manara (Italian 7,000 tons) torpedoed by Beauforts of No, 39
Squadron, She was eventually beached,

4
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12 Sept.

xXr

Transfer of 1st Submarine Flotilla to Malta.

14 September Hitler's decision to laurnch the third Axis air offensive

17 Sept,
28/29 Sept.

October

\CL(MZ

7/8 Pet.

11 Oc‘b.
12 Oct.

13 Oct.
110- Oct.

15 Oct.

17 Oct.

18 Oct,

18/19 Oct.

/19 Oct,

against Malta,

Carbonia (Italian 1,237 tons) sunk by Beaufighters of No, 227
Squadran,

Ravemna (Italian 1,148 tons) bambed by Wellingtons of No. 69
Squadron and finally @m

The October blitz against Malta, Between 11 and 19 October

the Luftwaffe flew 2,400 sorties against the island, They lost

46 aircraft shot down, The R,A.F, lost 30 Spitfires (17 pilots
safe), No single airfield was put out of action for more than half
an hour and only two aircraft were destroyed on the ground,

This air offensive was called off.only four days before ths battle
of El Alamein, At the height of the blitz it was necessary to

use 10 German fighters as escort to every bomber, so that the

whole of the Luftwaffe's Sicily-based fighter force was in the

air at once,

Titenia (Italian 5,397 tons) sunk by cambined suhmarine and
Fleet Air Am attack,

Luftwaffe launched third and finsl air offemnsive against Malta,
Raids started at dawn and continued throughout the day., 257
sorties flown, Germen units lost nine aircraft.

Attacks concentrated on airfields, One Spitfire destroyed and a
number of aircraft damaged, The Luftwaffe lost 15 alroraft and
a single German bomber squadron lost six aireraft,

Attacks by 219 enemy aircraft, The.main target the airfield at
Luga, Damage negligible, Spitfires flew 107 sortiles.

220 sorties flown against Malta, Airfield at Ta Kali rendered
temporarily unserviceable, B‘_i;ve enemy aireraft shot down.

The Luftwaffe makes a supreme attack to beat down Malta's air
dofences. The A,0.C's policy of forwaxd interception successful.
The G.A.F, flew 250 gorties and the R, A F. 110, Four German
aircraft were shot down for the loss of four Spitfires, The
Italian losses not known, ,

Amgterdam (8,676 tons) severely damaged By Albacore of No, 828
Squadron, Fleet Air Amm, and subsequently h@pabbad.

The whole Geman strength of 50 fighters was used to escort

six bombers, The serviceable Spitfire force reduced to 46,

These flew 125 sorties against 260 by the enemy, Only one
aircraft was slightly damaged on the ground as a result of

all this enemy air activity, By this date the use of the Ju,88
had been given up in favour of fighter bambers,
The enemy flew 245 sorties and the Spitfires103, Six Gexmen

bombers shot down for the loss of three Spitfires,

Success of forward interception, 80 enemy aircraft in single
raid forced to return to base when still 15 miles from Malta,
Another raid camprising 90 aircraft a;l.so turned back,

[’ "]
Pangoo (tanker 8,000 tons) attacked by Wellimgwss of No. 69
Squadron and so seversly damaged that she had to be h&eachod.
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19 October

23 Oct,
28 Oct,
29 Oct,

November

2 Nov,

6 Nov,
7/8 Nov,

8 Nov,

9 Nov.

12 Nove -
16 Novo
17/18 Nov,

18 Nov,

20 Nov,

22/23 Nov,

24/25 Nov.
25 NOV-
December

1 Dec.
2 Dec.

/3 Dec.

“XX“ :

The last day of the blitz, A mumber of enemy aircraft refused
cambat, 210 aircraft attacked Malta, For the first time scme
of the fommations were wholly Italian, A very high level of
interception achieved and enemy bambers were forced to jettison
their bombs, The raids ebandoned as proving too costly.

The Eighth Army's "Lightfoot" offensive launched at El Alamein

22,00 hours,
LutLidneg

Squadron,

Operation "Train", Reinforcement of Malta with 29 Spitfires
from th*ircmft carrier Furious,

Fg%‘ jano (Italian tanker 2,552 tons) sunk by a Wellington of
£ c. 69 ’ ,

Introduction of the Spitfire bomber at Malta, Wellingtons of
No., 238 Wing flew 219 sorties in support of Operation "Toxch®,

The Eighth Amy's Operation "Supercharge" launched at El Alamein,

Beaufighters of Nos, 227 and 272 Squadrons reached Malta in
anticipation of Operation "Stoneage®.

Bve of "Torch®, Attack by Wellingtons of Nos, 40 and 104
Squadrons on Elmas airfield, Sardinia,

The "Torch" landings in French Horth-West Africa,

The first Gexman air undi#s reached Tunisia (a dive-bcamber Gruppe
and two Gruppen of single-engined fighters),

Attack by Beaufighters of No, 272 Squadron on El Aouina airxport
Tunis, Three aircraft destroyed inecluding one Me, 323,

The blockade runner Hapnsman reached Malta, No., 39 Squadron
resumed operations from Maltae.

Another successful raid on El Aouina by Beaufighters of No, 272
Squadron, Four aircraft destroyed.

Giulio Giordani (Italian tanker 10,534 tons) sunk by Fleet Air
Arm Albacores,

Blockade runnsr Welshman reached Malta,

Operation "Stoneage" (Convoy "M.W.13")consisting of four merchant
ships (Denbighshire 8,983 tons, Benton 9,312 tons, Mormacmoon
7,939 tons and Robin Locksley 7,101 tons) reached Malta,
Operational strength of aircraft under command of Fliegerfuhrer
Tunis 213 compared with 162 with Flisgerfuhrer Afrika,

Pavorita (Italian 3,576 tons) disabled by a Wellington fram Malta
and sunk by H.M, submarine Splendid.

e .
Luigi (Itelian 4,283 tons) sunk by Wilingtons of No. 69 Squadron,
Algerine (Italian 1,371 tons) sunk by Beaufighters from Malta,

Audace (Italian 1,459 tons) sunk by Beaufighters of No, 227
Squadron,

Puccini (Italian 2,422 tons) and Veloge (Italian 5,46l tons)
sunk by Fleet Air Am Albacores.
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- 3 December

5 Decembexr
6 Dec,
9 Dec.

13 Dec.
13/14 Dec,

18 Dec,
21 Dec,
28/29 Deec,

1943
January

14 Jan,

15/16 Jen,Tripoli bombed by Wellingtons of Nos, 40 and 104 Squadrons,

19 Jan,
21 Jan,
21/22 Jean,
23/2 Jan,

February
1 Feb,

8 Feb,

11 Ped,

S
/18/16 Feb,

XK A

Palmaiola (Italian 1,880 tons) and Minerva (Italian 1,905 tons)
sunk by Fleet Air Axtm Albacores,

Convoy "M,W, 14" of five ships reached Malta,

Convoy "M.W. 15"

Convoy "M,W, 16"

Foscolo (Italian 4,500 tons) sunk by Fleet Air Amm Albacores,

Macedonia (Itelian 2,875 tons) shared between Fleet Air Amm and
HM, submarine Umbra,

Ste, Bernadette (Gemman ex-French,janker 1,596 tons), and
St, Gerando (Germen ex-French 4,38 tons) sunk in course of a

raid on La Goulette by Wellingtons of Nos, 40 and 104 Squadrons,

=

Btruria (Italian 2,633 tons) sunk by Albacores of the RWAS.

No, 248 (G.R. Wing re-formed as Naval Co-operation Wing,

Iseo (Italian 2,366 tons) sunk by Albacores of Nes, 821 and 828
Squadrons,

Malta's Spitfire bambers carried ocut daily attacks against targets
in Sicily and Southern Italy, Mosquitos and Beaufighters busy
on intruder operations,

Casablanca Conference (Symbol") began at Anfa, Morocco, and
lasted until 24 Jenuary, Decisions were made to launch invasion
Sisily and also to reorganise cammand in the Mediterranean,
Italian submarine Narvalozfe‘lo tons) attacked and captured by a

Beaufort of No, 39 Squadron and sunk by destmyenyﬂuralgx and
Packenham,

The
8,329-ton Italian M.V, Agostino Bertani was set on fire,

Edda (Italian 6,107 tons) seriocusly dsmaged by Albacore of No, 821
Squadron, She was later sunk by the submarine Unbroken,

Wellingtons of No, 238 Wing (Nos, 40 and 104 Squadrons) returned
to Egypte

h

tons) sunk by Beaufort of No, 39 Squadron and
Squadron,
Vercna (Italian 4,459 tons) and the Pistoia (Itelian 2,448 tons)
sunk by combined strike of Wellingtons of No, 221 Squadron and
Beauforts of No, 39 Squadron.

Offensive by Mal ta-based fighters continued,

§
Ruhr (Gemnan :
Albacore of No. 82

Pozzuoli (Italian 5,345 tons) attacked and sunk by Wellingtons of
No, 221 Squadron,
The Wellington Flight of No, 69 Squadren attached to No, 458

Squedron. .

No, 683 Squadron (P.R.U.) formed at Luga fran No, 69 Squadron's
Flight of Spitfires Mk, V,

Decision to re-site the Operations Roam at Malta,
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15/16 February Capo Orso (Italian 3,149 tons) sunk by Wellington: of

18 Febo
( 17/18 Peb,

21 Feb,

24 Feb,

March
8 Mer,

12/13 March,

13/14 Mar,
16 Mar,

21/22 Mar,
April

11/12 April
16/17 april

18/19 April
May
6 May

11 May

12 May

13 May

/21 May

1o 0ta 22 et ™4y ¢
Col di Lana (Italian 5,8
No, 221 Squadron,

Thorsheimer (Gemman ex-Norwegian tanker 9,955 toms) sunk by
Beauforts of No, 39 Squadron, ‘

ANCOLS
~ Alcamo (u—ﬁ‘w Italian ex~French 6,987 tons,
sunk by Beauforts of No, 39 Squadron assisted by Wellingtons
of Nos, 221 and 458 Squadrons,

under Med. Air Comand (M.4.G ).
tons) sunk by a Wellington of

Numercus attacks by fighters against tergets in Sisily and
southern Italy, 74 locamotives destroyed or damaged,

Administrative plan for Operation "Husky® ciroulated,
Malta's air strength to be considerably reinforced,

Sterope (Italian tanker 10,495 tons) seriously damaged by
Beauforts of No, 39 Squadron and Albacores of No, 828 Squadrcn
Fleet Air Amrm, :

Caraibe (Gemman ex-French 4,048 tons) sunk by Albacores of
No. 828 Squadron,

Directive to Govermor of Malta, His status as Governor and
Camander-in-Chief Malta reaffirmed,

Mapgeni (Italian 4,550 tons) sunk by Wellington of No. 221
Squadron,

191 sorties flown by Spitfire bombers against targets in
southern Italy and Sicily, Moaquitos flew over 100 sorties
on intruder patrols,

Fabiano (Italisn ex-French Mayenne 2,943 tons) sunk by
Wellington of No, 458 Squedron,

'Monginevro (Italian 5,324 tons) shared betwsen an Albacore
of No, 821 Squadron and a M,T.B,

Mostaganem (German ex-French 1,942 tons) shared between i
a Wellington of No, 221 Squadron and a submarine,

Spitfire bombers flew 112 sorties against Lampedusa and
Sicilian targets, Mosquitos of No, 23 Squadron flew
78 sorties on intruder patrols,

Spitfires from Malta acted as escort to Liberators of
TXth Bambey Command, U.S.A.A.F. from North Africa in raid
on docks ,‘Raggio di Calabria,

Spitfires from Malta (47) acted as escort to bombers of
IX"Bamber Command in attack on Catania,

All organised resistance in Tunisia ends.

General von Arnim
taken prisoner, '

End of hostilities in North Africa, General Messe

Cammander-in-Chief, Italian Forces, surrenders.
50 Spitfires provide escort to Liberators in attack on
Sicilian port ?g gv,gusta.
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21 May

26 May

31 Mays

June

19/20

July

9/10 July
10 July

12/13 July
%y 71I<

14 July

15 July

16 July
17/18 July

/19-20 July
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Bombs dropped on Malta, Series of sweeps by 120 Spitfires
over airfields of south~east Sicily, No enemy fighters
brought to cambat,

Revised directive issued to Governor of Malta, Naval and
Air Comanders to remain under respective Coammanders-in-Chief,

Damage mgliéible.

Reinforcements to Malta's air strength in preparation for
Operation "Husky®, Arrival of Nos. 239, 244, 322 and 324
Wings (Spitfires), ap@ No, 600 Squedron (Beaufighters) and
No, 256 Squadron (Mosquitos), Malta's single-engined
fighter force increased fram five to 23 Spitfire Squadrons,

Mel ta bambed,

Escort and diversionary sweeps by Spitfires £or U.S.A.A.F.
IXth Bomber Commend contimued,

Yelino (Italian Naval tanker 1,339 tons) sunk by Albacore
of No, 828 Squadron,

33rd Pursuit Group U.S.A A, F, (Kittyhawks) moved to
Pantelleria, 31st Pursuit Group U.S.A.A.F. (Spitfires)
moved to newly completed airfield on Island of Gozo, By
3 July all Spitfire squedrons moved to Malta, By D=day
the force assembled on the Islands of Malta, Gozo and
Pantelleria, including F.A.A. and U.S.4.A,F,; comprised
38% squadrons or 670 aircraft,

Fighterbamber and then light bomber squadrons called
forward from North Africa as airfieldfbecame available
in Sicily., By the end of the month cnly five Spitfire
squadrons were retained in Malta, for protection of shipping
and local air defencs,

By end of July Malta-based aircraft had flown 9,950
sorties,

Opening phase of Operation "Husky®., Airborne assault
on Sicily involving 450 tramsport aircraft and gliders.

At first light airborne landings cammenced. Aircraft under
the control of A H.Q. Malta flew 1,165 sorties.

Germman night bombers particularly active, ( itch of

fighter squadrons to Sicily began, Nos,/%d, 145 S.A AR
and 601 Spitfire $quadrons transferred to Pachino,

33rd Pursuit Group U.S.A.A.F, le
Hos, 43, 93 and 243 smamﬁ;'%af

telleria for Licata,
omiso,

By fifth day of invasion enemy air opposition campletely
broken,

31st Pursuit Group U,S.4A.A.F, moved fram Gozo to Licata
and Ponte Olivo,
Syndednin

Nos, 417 B.G.A.F.Aleft Luga for Pachino,

T4alidn
The Sadgsubmarine Romolo (2,200 tans) sunk by Wellingtons

of No, 221 Squadxon,
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19/20 July
20 July

25 July
25/26 July

August
3 Aug,
9/10 Aug,

10 Aug,

10/11 Sept.
October

1 Oct,
1 3 Oct,
15 Cct.

Novemberxr

if%%‘:r

6

10 Jan,

/1 Pebruary

xN

Raid on Malta by 25 Ju,88s and He,141s. No military demsge,
No, 322 Spitfire Wing,(Nos, 81, 152, 154, 232 and 242 Squadrors)
left Tq Kali for Lentini between 20 and 22 July. Light

b@b“ ings, Noﬂ. 3 SOA‘A.F., 252 Wing, and zl-?th G-mup U.S.A.AOF.
transferred to Malta between 20/23 July. .
Resignation of Mussolini,

Another raid on Malta by 25 enemy airoraft, No significant
damage,

Beginning of Italian evacuation of Sicily,

Allied shipping in harbours of Augusta and Syracuse raided by
German bombers.

Between 10 and 12 August No, 323 Wing and 47th Group U.S.A. A F,
transferred to Siecily,

%Ador Gemean evacuation of Sicily. Mageay,

Messina captured, End of German evacuation and the
occupation of Sicily completed,

Allied landings in Ttaly. TItalian Armistice signed af Cessibile,
Syracuse,

Ttalian surrender,
Landings at Salerno (Operation "Avalanche"),

The Italian battleship Rama subk by Gemman aircraft north
of Sardinia,

Surrerder of the Italian fleet, Main units reached Malta,

drpun
Naples captured, The fighting bmd:mk t0 move rapidly out o
range of Malte-based aircraft,

Italy declared war on Germany and the Italians accepted as
co-beliigerents,

Allied Air Forces in Sicily, previocusly controlled by M.A.C.A.F.,
brought under the eperational control of Malta,

Royal Air Force Stations Krendi and Safi closed down,

Air Marshel Sir Keith Park succeeded as A.0,C, Malta by
Air Camnodore J, R. Scarlett-Streatfield,

A H,Q. Malta placed under the control of H.Q. M.A.C. AT,
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1 February
6 Februaxy

29 ijebmary
28 March

April

July

August

September
19 Sept,
24 Sept. .

20 October
November
1945
Janmuary
March

29 April

1 May
2 May

7 May

P TED
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R A, F, Station Ta Kali closed down,

Air Vice-Marshal A, H, Wann appointed Air Officer Cammanding.

" Grp. Capt, Rhys-Jones assumed temporary cammand of

AH, Q. Malta,

Air Vice-Marshal R. M. Foster appointed Air Officer
Comnanding A.H.Q. Malta,

Sharp drop in Malta's operational activity.
Only five sorties flown on a submarine hunt and 31 on
anti-gubmarine escort and sweeps,

Two Ju.88s shot dowm by No, 87 Squadron (22 and 26 July).
Operational sorties averaged less than slx a day,

Two U=-boats (U.L66 and U,230) scuttled off the south of
France ont19vand 21 August respectively,

Operational sorties dropped to fewer than three a day,
U.407 sunk by destroyers.
U.565 and U.596, the only two remainipgloperating

Mediterranean, sunk at Skaramanga Harbour cpposite
Selemis by U.S.A.A.F. attack,

in the

No. 210 Group incorporated in Malta Command,
Only 24 operational sorties flown,

Operational sorties dropped to 14 - all on Air/Sea rescue,
Only three operational sorties flown,

Instrument of Surrender signed at Field Marshal Alexander's
Headquarters at Caserta,

German H,Q. agreed to unconditional surrender,
Surrender of‘ Germen armies in Italy.

Unconditional surrender of Germany.
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"Hhite"

241
"M. W, 6n

"Winch"
“"Dunlop"

llDemonll

"Splice"

"Rogket"
"Prager”
"Railway"
"Substange"

"Style 1)

"Halberd"

"Status"
(I & 11)

"Callboy"
(13t Phase)

"Pantaloon"

and "Callboy"

(2nd Fhase)

"Crusader”

1042
!lM. F. 2 o L]

RIM. F. 3. "

"M.F.4,"

"Mu Wo 9' "
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@ossary of Ccde Nemes - Malta

Reinforoement of Malta with & flight of 12 Hurriocans aircraft
flown from the airoraft carrier Argus 2 August,

Reinforoement of Malta with 12 Hurricanes flown off the Argus led
by 2 Skuas on 17 November, Only 4 Hurricanes and 1 Skua arrived.

The March convoy to Malta.

Twelve Hurricanes flown off the Ark Royal, led by 2 Skuas,on
3 April, All arrived safely.

A similar operation carried out om 27 April,
arrived safely at Malta,

All 23 Hurricanes

Withdrawal of British forges from Crete between 21 and 30 April.

Reinforgement of Melte on 21 May with 46 Hurricanes, together with
the pilots of No., 249 Squadron, Only 4 Hurriocsnes retained,

Reinforcement of Melta with 43 Hurricenes on 6 June.
Reinforcement of Melta with 45 Hurricanes on 14 June.
Reinforcement of Malte with 55 Hurricanes on 27 June and .1 July.
The July convoy to Malta.

Transport of 70 offiocers, 1,676 other ranks and 130 tons of stores
to Malta by naval oraft, August,

The September convoy to Malta,

Reinforcement of Malta on 9 end 13 September with ‘59 Hurricanes.
Eleven Albacores and one Swordfish flown to Malta from the Ark Royal
on 16 October.

Transfer of 34 Hurricanes and the pilots of Nos, 242, 258 and 605
Squadrons to Malta in the aircraft carrier Ark Royal on 12 November.
The Ark Royal was torpedoed on the following day and sank

14 November,

The Eighth Armmy offensive launched by General Auchinleck on
18 November.

dgeratlon to pass the #Glengyle” in to Malte and bring out the
Bregonshire’ January.

The January gonvoy to Malta,

Operation to pass the #Bregonshire” in to Melta and bring out the
Y@lengyle” and *Rowallen Castl

The February convoy to Malta..
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1942 (cpntd.)
"Quarter”/"Spotter"

"Seantling" /MPicket"

"¢, 3." (Italian)
"Hercules" (German)

“"Calendar"
"Oppidan" MHengford"

"Theseus"

“7i1den” MStyle
"Maintop" /M Salient"
"Colima" /M Pinpoint"

"Harpoon" and “"Vigorous"

"Knapsack" /M Insect"

"Pedestal"

"GrinneX' /MBellows"
"Headlong" /"Baritone"

"Lightfoot"

"Train”
"Supercharge"

"Torch"

"Stoneage"

"MW, 14, 15, 16 & 17"
1243

" Symbol"

"Retribution/MStrangle"

" Husky"

" Avalanche"
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Arrivel of the first 15 Spitfires at Malte together with

e
R

Y

[

7 Blenheims , 1 March,

Arrival of 16 Spitfires, 5 Blenheims and 2 Beauforts
at Malta on 21 and 29 March,

Plan for the projected invasion of Malta,
The Gexman version of the Italian Operation "C,3,"

Arrivel of 46 Spitfires from the aireraft carrier,
Wasp 20 April,

Arrival of 76 Spitfires from the aircraft carriers
Wasp and Eagle (9 and 18 May).

Rommel's offensive in Cyrenaica on 26 May.

Arrival of 27 Spitfires from the aircraft carrier

Eagle 4 June,

Arrival of 32 Spitfires from the aircraft carrier

Eagle 9 June,

Arrival of 31 Spitfires from the airgraft ocarrier

Eagle 17 July.
The June convoy to Melta,

Arrival of 28 Spitfires at Malta from the aircraft
carrier Eagle 17 July.

The August convoy to Malta,

Arrival of 37 Spitfires from the aircraft carrier
Furious on 11 August., The Eagle was torpedoed and sunk,

Arrival of 29 Spitfires from the airoraft aarrier
Furious on 17 August.

Eighth Aray offensive at El Alamein 23 Ogtober.

Arrival of 29 Spitfires from the airoraft carrier
Furicus on 29 Ootober,

The Eighth Army's second offensive at El Alamein
2 November,

Allied landings in Frenoh North Africa 8 November,
The November convoy to Malta (also known as "M.W.13").

Convoys to Malte in December,

The Casablance Conference January,

Naval and air plan to prevent any large-scale
evacuation of Axis troops from North Africa,

Allied invasion of Sicily launched 9/10 July.

Landings at Salerno 9 September.
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"Slepatiok" Ocoupation of Tarento 9 Septembear,

"Achse" (German) Plan by Germen High Command to meet possible
defection of Italians,

"Gibbon" Flan for the surrender of the Italian Fleet. Put

into operation on 8 September.

XXX

N.B. A pumber of these code-names are in duplicate to gover both the naval
end air responsibilities for the operation,

r..-—-,ﬂ'w'rﬂ“ L ;
L e s ,_3 IR



PART I - INTRODUCTCRY:; MALTA BEFORE THE WAR

CHAPTER I
PRE-WAR POLII

The Pre-war 8 icance of ta

British possessims in the Mediterranean area are few and
far between, and although boasting over three hundred miles of
seaboard are almost totally lacking in the products of civilisation
for which great powers frequently look to their overseas possessiocns,
Yot between the two great wars of the 20th Centuny British interest
in the Mediterranean was as keen as in the days when world trade
centred in those waters, and her territories, although not commer-
cially prosperous were highly valued, British interest in the
Mediterranean lay chiefly, as it still does, in the fact that it was
the highway to the East and to the outlying mombers of the Empire
beyond, Her possessions there were precious because they were s0
situated as to commend the more vulnerable stretches of the routs,
The cutting of the Sues Canel had opened up to shipping the only
stretoh of this route which had hitherto run over land, and had
thereby enormously facilitated the flow of trade from the Mediterra-
nean to the Red Sea, while Britain's purchase of the canal shares,
together with her acquisition of the predominat influence in Egypt
had ensured her safe passage to the East, Britain held too the key
to the Western entrence to the Mediterranean: from the rock of
@ibraltar British guns commanded the narrow straits dividing Burope
from Africa, Between these two British possessions, however,
stretched over two thousand miles of sea, and the only British port
of call along the length of this all important route was the Island
of Malta.

If Britain was to preserve her interests in the Mediterranean
against war or threats of war, it wes essential that she should
maintain her naval strength in these waters, and it was through

. /her
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her oonnections with naval affairs that Malte first attained
importansce in the 20th Oentury. Malta's geographical position
was of immense adventage to our Mediterranean Fleet: it provided
a control base from which the route could be watched and protected
end a connecting link for sea communicetions between Egypt and
Gibraltar, Furthermore the Island wes favourably situated for
operations in the central basin of the Mediterranean, Malta, too,
offered the advantages of natural harbour fagilities, and safe
storage could be provided in the caverns hewn out of the roal,

With these advantages Malta became the chief base of the
Mediterranean Fleet. She was perhaps, isolated but with the
Fleet to defend her sgainst invaders, her position, for many years,
appeared safe enough.

Although ideal as @ navel base, however, the island's
limitations were oonsiderable, the chief being her slmost total
inability to produce enough foodstuffs to supply even the moderate
needs of the Maltese population, while the extra comforts and
agoessories of eivilisation which the British population demended
were entirely beyond the scope of her industries., Consequently
the Island was very heavily dependent on imports: foodstuffs,
manufactured goods, machinery, fuel and war materials, all had to
be brought by sea, 1In peace-time the question of importing food
presented few problems, and even in war the vigilance of tﬁe Fleet
could be trusted to keep enemy warships at bay. 1In the war of
1939 - 45, however, the question of supply was to be one of the
biggest worries on Malte for by then a new menace had grown up,
whose rapid development had done much to neutralise the seourity
of sea power on which Malta had relied for so long.

The Effect of Air Power

Malta's peculiar position in the Mediterransan gave her
advantages for offensive air operations which were, however,
lieble to be outweighed by the disadvantages she suffered in

defence against enemy air attack. Her situation was ideal for

/ attacks
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attacks on enemy shipping passing through the Sigilian Narrows, as
well as for sea reconnaissance for the Fleet in the Central Basin,
and if the .enemy territory were within flying distence she could
be used as a base for bombing attecks against it, At the same
time, however, when within range of the enemy air force the
question of Malta's defence supplied problems which were liable
to modify severely the advantages of her position for offensive .
operations. A small island area, isolated by wide stretches of
sea from the nearest friendly territory, Malta was far more
susceptible to air atteck than e larger gountry. She presented
8 small and concentrated terget relatively easy to demage
effectively because her dependence on supplies by sea made
replacement of the essentials of her war effort insegure, 1In
addition, owing to her restricted area it was not possible to
organise dispersal of the defence - essential to suacessful air
warfare, Most significant of all her diffigulties in air
defence threatened her importance as a naval bage: if, by a
heavy air offensive the enemy could meke the island useless for
the fleet, the Navy might have to withdrew from Malta in spite
of its supremacy in the Mediterransan., Thus, control of the sea
route to Egypt would be lost.
The Threat from Ttaly

Malta's part in a war, therefore, depended primarily on her
position vis-a-vis the enemy, but from 1935 onwards it became
clear that she would in all likelihood be only too well within
range of the opposing air force, The potential enemy was not far
to seek: the aggressively national policies of Germany and Italy
were already regarded with suspicion and as Mussolini ocast his
eyes across the Mediterraneen in search of a new Roman Empire,
Britain began to prepare for opposition., Italy's apparent aims

and methods were contrary to Britain's concepts of international

/ peace
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peace, and soon, when the possibilities of war were under
disoussion, "War in the Mediterransan" ceme to mean "War with
Italy".

'With her nearest neighbour as the potential enemy Malta's
position could hardly have been more vulnerable: only sixty
miles of water separated her from Sicily, a matter of minutes by
air, From the point of view of the Italian Air Force in Sieily,
Malta should have been easy prey. All the important objeatives
were orowded together and there was no hinterland from which
reserves might be called up or fighter operations organised away
from the main battle area, Furthermore,the Island's sea supply
lines,on which she depended for her existence as well as for her
war effort were also within easy range of Itelian aircraft
operating not only from Sicily but from Saerdinia in the west and
Libya in the east. By contrast,the Italian effort could rely
on a steady source of supply. Behind the Sicilian airfields lay
all the products of industrial Itely, and reserve forces oould be
called up from more digtant airfields where likelihood of attack
was remote,

Hostile activities from Malta were bound to be effected by
the weaknesses of her position. Her air force had to be arowded
together on a few small airfields-while her offensive units were
faced with & variety of targets which a smail force could hardly
attack constantly or heavily enough to neutralise the enemy's
air threat., At the seme time her effort was hampered by routine
problems such as supply, repair end dispersal which reached
abnormal proportions on a small and isolated island,

In the years before the war it was accepted that if the navy
was to continue to use Malte as a base some form of air defenge

would be essential, The first question was therefore whether

/ the
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the Island could be so defended from air attack as to allow the
fleet to remain there: if not, should she have any air defence
at all? If she was to remain a naval base & minimum scale of
air defence would have to be determined., These were the
questions involved in the eonsideration of Malta's part in a war,
The disoussions on the subjeoct from 1935 until the outbreak of
war show clearly the main factors of the problem and explain how
it ceme about that in June 1940, when faced with war against

Italy, Malta had regeived no aircraft for her defence.
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Policy Developments
With the aoulmination of the Italo-Abyssinien orisis in

1935, the question whether Great Britain should oppose Italy's
designs by foroe, led to the serious consideration of the
position in the Mediterranean, Previously Malta had played

a‘n important part in thet theatre as the headquarters of the
Mediterranean Fleet, and oonsequently her position in a war with
Italy figured prominently in the discussions that now took plage,
In the previous yesr, Malta had been described as the main base
of the Fleet in time of war, although, in a survey of the position
vis & vis Itely it was suggested that scme modifications in the
use of Malta might be neaessery, It was stated, in particular,
thet it was n6t a feasible operation, without effeative support
from other air bases, to defend a small island area within range
of the metropolitan air forae of & Great Power, and that
therefore, in the absence of effegtive defence , the use of
Malta as a naval base might be seriously prejudiced, This
maxim of defenge against air power was of great importance in
future policy decisions, and ome on whioch, later, the air and
naval staffs failed to agree, During the immediate orisis of
1935 however, it was accepted, By the summer of that year the
naval stéff had become incressingly doubtful whether Malta could
bé ﬁsed by the Fleet in a wer with Italy, and the navy moved its
headqua.rfers to the Eastern Mediterranean,

Although the intention of using Malta as a naval base had
been relinquished, consideration had still to be given to the
defence of the Island for its own sake., The vulnerability of
Malte in the event of air attack from Sicily ard Southern Italy
gave rise to the question whether Malta was to be defended at all.
The defeﬁae of the Islend was advocated, however, for three main
reasons:- |

(i) There was at idalta a vaiuabie accumulation of

naval resources which should be preserved if
possible,

/ (i1)
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(ii) it was considered that if Malta were defended
she would present to the enemy a diversionary
target favourable to the operstions of our
fleet, and
(1ii) to abandon Malta without any attempt at defence,
would inflict a severe blow : our prestige,
even if it were only a temporary measure,
Accordingly, in the summer of 1935, the reinforoement recommended
for local defence, including a fighter squadron, were sent to the
Islend, After the orisis had subsided the Fleet returned to
Malta, and the emergency defences were withdrawn, The policy

ed
for Malte s, however, #0 remain uncertain,

4

During the years that followed, up to 1939, the Island's
defences were regularly reviewed by the C.0.S. committee, with
a view to gradual improvement, This was part of the general
policy for defended ports abroad and was mainly oon:x:&ned with
passive defences, Meamwhile, kmmmwes, the C.-in-C.{4.0.C.
Mediterransan frequently broﬁ@t forward the war-time policy of
their commands for discussion, and plans for air and naval
co-operation were kept in mind, From 1937 onwards, however, it
had beccme an accepted faot that in the event of war with Italy
the Fleet would take up its headquarters in the Eastern
Mediterranean, and this desision coloured the whole of the
Mediterrenean, Air Policy. In July 1937, Air Commodore Maltby,
4,0.C, Mediterranean wrote to Air Ministry to discuss the
methods of removing essential stores from Malta in the event of
the outbreak of war and the departure of the Fleet. He
considered theng that unless a high degree of protection ageinst
air attack were provided, air forces would be far more profitably
employed elsewhere, including No. 202 (London Flying Boat)
Squadron ! which could not be expegted to survive alonms in

Malta for more than a few days, / In

(1) This was then the one operational squadron at Malta.
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In August an Air Council letter to the A.0.C. revealed
the intention of the Ministry regarding Air Polioy in the
Mediterranean, It was considered that it would not be Jjusti-
fiable to improve the strategic situation in the Mediterranean
if this ocould only be done at the expense of the Air Defenoe
of Great Britain, and that if it were possible to release
fighter squadrons for service abroad it would probably be
necessary to send all of them fo the Middle East, It was
admitted, however, that political considerations might, in
practice, require the diversion of a small number of fighter
airoraft to Melta itself, The disposal of the Flying Boat
Squadron had not yet been decided. Tt might leave for the
Eestern Mediterrensan on the outbreak of war, or it might have
to remain at Malta for the first few weeks at least to ocarry out
reconnaissance in :lha Malta channel.

In March 1938;A.0. C. Mediterransan was informed that no
land-plan reinforcements were cotemplated for the Island, but
that sufficient personnel and equipment should be held at Malta
to permit the cperation of one additional (London Flying Boat)
squadron which would be supplied with flying orews only, The
A.0,C, now felt that it was time to define more clearly the
extent of his comnend in time of war,and on 9 April he submitted
his proposals to Air Ministry. His main object was to meke
clear the responsibilities of his commernd in the Western and
Eastern Basing in the event of war, and, to advocate a measure
of re-organisation whereby the co-ordination of the Middle East
and Mediterranean commends oould be based on a peace-time system
easily adaptable to war-time conditions. Having made various
suggestions conserning responsibilities in peace-time and in a
war in which normal trade would flow through the Mediterranean,

the A.0.C. continued:-
/ Should
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Should a war ocour, however, in which Malta is
seriously threatened, e.g. by Italy, trade is unlikely
to flow through the Mediterranesn in any appregiable
quentity. The main problem will be to guard the
Eastern and Western extremities of the Mediterranean,

" Moresover Malta will become an invested fortress no
longer tenable as a naval bese and useless for my
commend to exercise control from, either in the Eastern
or Western Basins, Furthermore the defence of Malta
virtually becomes a political rather then a military
necessity, the objeot being to prevent the Island's
being captured, this is a military problem, in which
the R.A.F, has a very small part, so smaell that it
does not justify my Headquarters Staff remeining in
the Island for the purpose, My commend would be
better employed in controlling air operations either
in the Eastern or Western Basin, It would of course
be necessary for a small staff to remain to deal with
the air defence of the Island,

My suggestions, submitted without knowledge of

your intentions about reinforcements for Middle East

or air activity in the Western Mediterranean, are

that this Headquarters should move to the Western

Basin and take charge there, continuing to exercise

as much control in Mslta as would be practicabls.

Middle East I suggest should continue to look after

the Eastern Basin,

This arrangement vests this commend as well as

Middle East Commend with responsibility in a sphere

in peace which will be its responsibility in wer ....

with the consequent adventage that preparation in

peace and execution in war remain in the same hands.

During April, however, plens had been completed at Air
Ministry for the expansion of the Middle East Command, These
plans centred round the proposal to upgrade the rank of the 4.0.C.
Middle East from Air Vice-Marshal to Air Mershal, and to confer
on him powers of comnand over the Middle East and Mediterransan
theatres in peace time relative to those of an Air Officer
Commarding-in-Chief in time of war. The new system thus proposed
was made known to the A,0,Cs.-in-C. in the Middle East, in an Air

(1)
Ministry letter dated 23 April, 1938. At the same time it was
pointed out that although the plan had been approved the appoint-
ment of an Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief would not take place
immediately., In the interim, however, in order thet as much as

possible of the new procedure should be put into operation without

delay the Air Officer Commanding, Middle East, was vested with

(1) The letter explaining the alterations in the gommand and
the motives for their introduction is given at Appendix 1

/ some
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some of the powers later to be conferred on the Air Offiger
Commanding~in-Chief,

The appointment of Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief was not
filled until April 1939, when Air Marshal ¥W.G.S. Mitchell replaced
Air Vice-Marshal H.R. Nicholl, Air Officer Commanding, Middle
East. The A.0.C.-in-C., then assumed additional responsibility
for the co-ordination of reinforcement plans and inter-command
training as formerly proposed. In the Air Council lettex of
May 1939, which set out the full responsibilities of the appoint~
ment, its authority was however still limited in two important
respects:-

(i) The issue of orders for the execution of

reinforcement plans in an emergenay was

to remain the responsibility of the Air

Ministry.

(ii) PFor the time being, the provision of defence

measures in each command was to continue to

be dealt with direet between Air Officers

Commanding and the Air Ministry.
Question relating to the defence of Malta were thus left to the
Air Ministry and up to the outbreak of war with Italy when the
ingtructions to the A.0.C.-in-C, were raised it remained a
matter for an Air Ministry decision whether to send fighters to

Malta,

In Jamary 1939 the Joint Defence Committee had recommended

i

that in view of the general European situation a fighter squadron

of 16 I.E, should be sent to Malta, It was accepted at the

time, however, that the Squadron aould not be expected at Malta
until 1940 end in July 1939 a further decision to send four
fighter squadrons was made., The discussions that led up to this
decision, however, disclosed a diverai:l‘ of opinion between the
Naval and Air Staff: the Naval Staff showed renewed anxiety to
secure Malta as a base for the Fleet, and advocated strong defence
measures; the Air Staff, however, were of the opinion that no
measures of defence gould ensure Maita for the Fleet against an

enemy so favourably situated for air attack as Italy: it was a

/ question
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question whether the money and resources should be expended on so
doubtful an enterprise. Two plans for defending the Island were
submitted by the C.0.S. Sub-Committee to overcome the difficulty

of disagreement; the lesser included one fighter squadron, but wasi A
not expected to prevent the destruction of the dockyard: the wider
scheme included four fighter squadroms, but it was stated that the .
committee could not agree that even this scale of defence would |
secure Malta for the use of the Fleet. The wider scheme was
approved by the C.I.D. and the measures to be taken for carrying it
out were ordered. This appears to have been a final decision and
no further discussionson the subject were held prior to the out-
break of war with Germany. Malta was informed immediately of the
decision in a letter from Air Ministry, in which was stated that it
would not be possible to implement this in full for some time.

No more was heard of fighters for Malta until January 1940,
when the War Office took up the question once mors, and applied to
the Treasury for financial sanction for carrying out the G.I.D.
decisions In February, however, the subject was brought up at a
meeting at Air Ministry, when it was decided that both Middle East
and India had priority of reinforcements over Malta, except in the
case of war with Italy. Nothing in fact seemed to be materialising
from tﬁe C.I.D. plans, and a letter from the A.0.C. Mediterranean,
Air Commodore (now Air Vice-Marsh,;;.lS:l&aynard to Air Ministry in
Mey 1940 shows that the situation was no better understood at
Malta. In March Air Commodore Maynard had asked Air Ministry for \
a fighter defence unit for Malta, but had besn told that for the
time being with commitments in other theatres, it was not possible
to provide an R.A.F. Fighter Unit at Malta. Desiring some clarifi-
cation of the situation he begged for further explanation:

I should like, however, to know what the Air Council

policy really is regarding fighter aircraft for the

defence of this Island. I believe that the question

of fighters for Malta has been.considerably discussed
in the past and it was agreed that four fighter

/ squadrons

SECRET



(A
SECRET

squadrons were desirable for local defence.

We were told, since the war started, that this
scheme was in abeyance, and though such a
deoision quite understandable, now, however, it
appears that the C.I.D. provision, so far as
fighters are concerned, has been ignored, and in
consequence no fighter airoraft will ever be
provided for fighter defencs,

In his reply, dated 16 May, the Direotor of Operations
Overseas, Air Comuodore Coryton, explained Air Ministry's !
difficulties.

The Air Defence of Malta is being constantly borne

in mind and was reconsidered only recently by the

D.C.0.5. committee, which reaffirmed the decision

previously given, that four fighter squadrons

should be eventuelly stationed at Malta,

As you know our msin object in the defense of Malta,

is to make it secure as a naval base, the idea being

that if we provide sufficient defences, attacks on

Malta will be so costly that the Itelians might not

consider them worthwhile. As you know the Air

Ministry opinion has been that whatever defsnces are

provided for Malta, it will be impossible .e.seeecss

to make it useable as a Fleet base ..... I think

the experience of the past few weeks has amply proved .

the Air Ministry view to be a correat one. ,

For the present, whilst we are so short of fighters

to defend other vital areas, we are simply unable to

provide any for ialta, as from the wide point of

view, unless we can make Malta useable, we should not,

in fact, waste our meagre resources.

From this evidense it would appear that although the defenge
of Malta had been agreed upon as a matter of general poliocy,
there had been so many demands upon resources that some schemes
had hed to he deferred., The Air Ministry, whose task it was to
implement the scheme for Malta, had been uneble to do so whilst
yet more urgent demands were waiting, and this inescapable
deferment appears to have been further justified or strengthened
by the Air Staff opinion, held before and after the C,I.D,
approval of the defence scheme, that Malta ocould not be made safe
for the Fleet. It seems reasonable to conolude, from Coryton's
letter, that Air Ministry was largely, if not entirely,
responsible for the deferment of the scneme, and that they

considered it was, at the time, their only course of action.
/'Even
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Even after Italy's entry into the war it wes still

maintained thaet Egypt, where there were already three Fighter

Squadrons, was to be reinforeed rather then Malta, This
attitude was first made plain over the question of diverting to

fle
Malta some fighters which were en route to,Middle East. On

[4

11 June 1940, when Italy entered the war, there were still no
Tighters in Malta, but on that day Sir Arthur Longmore was
appointed A,0.C,-in-C, Middle East and received the A.0.C.-in-C's
aharter, giving the Air Council's instructions as to his
responsibilities, In Clause 9 of this chapter it was stated:-

You may also draw on, or interchange, the resources

of these Comuands (Aden, Iraq and the Mediterranean)

as circumstances may requira.

Consequently, in answer to & plea for fighters from Malta, the

A.0.C.~in-C, Middle East arranged to divert five aircraft which

were en route to Egypt, but his orders were overruled by Air
¥inistry, which, while admitting the A.0,C.-in-C's powers a
meinteined that as a matter of policy, the defence of the Fleet

at Alexandria was still the ‘pr:i.or congern of the forces under

his command, and that the reinforcements being sent to the Middle
East were primarily for that purpose, Air Ministry, in fact,
were sqffioiently determined on their attitude regarding Malta's
importance to overrule the orders of the 4.0,C.-in=C, They did
not change this poliay until the Malta fighter defence unit,
consisting of four F.A.A. Sea Gladiators,and hastily established
as a last resort,had shown its capabilities eand until the C.-in-C,
Mediterranesn had mede a particular plea for Malta's defence on
the grounds that it was invaluable' for reconnaissance work,

It seems olear then, that the lack of fighters at Malta was
due to an Air Ministry de)cision. There is no need to doubt that
had there been sufficient aircraft resources at their disposal,
the Ministry would have complied speedily with the C.I.D. proposals

and Malta would have had her fighters. The final poliay
/ decision
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decision, however, was made too soon before the war to allow
much time for a build up of resourges, In the ciroumstances
therefore, Air Ministry was hard pressed to find reinforcements
to c;omply with the demands for aircraft, and it became necessary
to meet the most urgent demands first: Malte was not oonsidered
of prior importance, and it was only when her usefulness became

apparent that the real effort was made to supply her with fighter

defence,

Air Policy in the Mediterranean
Side by side with the question of the defence of Malta ran
that of the employment of air forces in the Mediterranean, It
was considered that if the Fleet was to operate navel units from
the Island in a war against Italy, air reconnaissance would be
essential, and, even if it were decided to withdrew the Fleet to tlm
Bagtern Mediterranean, air reconnaissance from Malta gould pley en
important part in the Island's defence against invasion. In
July 1937, it was the view of the A,0,C. Mediterranean, Air
Comnodore Maltby supported bj' the C.-in-C, Mediterrenean that in
the event of war with Italy Malta would be untenable as a naval
base and that, although & few fighters should be provided to
maintain morale and to discourage deliberate and unhempered
bombing, with the Fleet at Alexandriajother air units, including
No., 202 F.B. Squadron would be more profitably employed and more
likely to survive at some other base., At Air Ministry, howsver,
Ibid it was considered that the maintensnce of air recomnaissance at
Zﬁdz:én. 14. Malta at least during the first few weeks of war would be of
great value, and although the disposal of the Flying Boat Squadron

had not yet been resolved, the A.0.C. wes asked to exemine the

bttt |

B, possibility of wide dispersal of the boats in the bays and inlets
‘ 3 K3

& round the Island. In March 1938, it was decided thet in an

emergency a second squadron of flying bosts would be sent

to Malta for reconnaissance in the Cgntral Mediterranean,
/ but
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but when the Czechoslovakian crisis arose in September both
Fleet Air Arm reserves at Melta and No, 202 Squadron were sent
to Alexendria for co-operation with the Fleet.

" In Ootober 1938, in order to make full use of the lessons
learnt in the recent emergenay, it was decided to hold a
conference at Cairo at which representatives from Air Ministry
and the commends concerned would atterd. As a preliminary to
this the A.,0.C's in the Middle East theatre were asked to
consider what improvements were necessary to achieve a higher

state of war readiness in their commands, In his reply the

3

A.0.C. Malta emphasised that the removel of No. 202 Squadron to

Egypt had denuded Malta of all effective sea reconnaissance at

a time when it might have been urgently required, while the

absence of fighter aircraft laid the Island open to bombing attacks

without active opposition. In war, the effect of both these
deficiensies might be detrimental to morale, In spite of the
A.0.C's representations however it was still assumed thet, on
the outbreak of war,the G.R. Squadron at Malta would move to
Alexardria, and the conference recommended t};at with this in
view H.Q. Mediterranean should arrange for creating, in the
Middle Eastya group headquarters formation to administer

this and any other G.R. units in the Middle East, besides any

units at Gibraltar and disembarked F.A.A. units in Egypt,except

fighter,

By 1939 the increased tension of the intermational
situation had lent a new urgency to plenning, and the need
for air reinforcement in the Mediterranean was recognised as
immediate., In the Chiefs of Staffs Europsan Appreciation
1939-40 it was recommended that the naval requirements of
airgraft for co-operation with the Fleet in the Mediterranean
should inglude the provision, in time of peace,of general

reconnaissance squadrons at Malta, Gibraltar and Alexandria,

/ Several
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Several meetings were held between the Naval and Air Steffs
during the spring, to discuss this question during which the
wide divergence of opinion 'already mentionedw waé disclosed .
from the sudden decision on the part of the naval authorities to
use Malta as a bsse for surface units,if it could be adequetely
defended,it followed that such units would have to be supported
by air reconnaissance units, As has been seen, however, the
Air Authorities held the view that no scale of defence at Malta
could render it a secure base for the Fleet,and they were
consequently umwilling to allot additional units to the Island
while the defence policy remained unsettled., It was eventually
agreed,hovever, that an extra squadron must be sent to the
Mediterranean, even at the cost of depleting home resources, The
Navy then declared its readiness to accept a reduotion in Coastal
Command, and it was decided to semd to Malta part of No, 228
Squadron which wes re-equipping with Sunderlands.

On the assumption that Flying Boats would be based on Malta
in a war with Itely,as well as No. 212 G.R. Lend Squadron due to
form in the Mediterranean in December 1939, the C.-in-C,
Mediterraneen's plan for Mediterranean air reconnaissance ourrent
in August, included operations from Alexandria and Malta in
approximately equal proportions., The chief tasks to be ocarried
out were patrols between Malte and Cephelonia, patrols of the
east and west entrances to the Aegean, protection of advance
surface forces, anti-submarine patrols off Malta and Alexandria,
sighting of Italian ports and miscellaneous duties such as
shadowing and long distance reconnaissence for the Fleet. It
was caloulated that the Malta Cephalonis patrol could be ocarried
out only by aireraft operating from Malta, whereas the Aegean

patrols could be undertaken equally well by aircraft based on

E—=Fowo
r—Sw=i=p
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Alexandria, Other tasks would have to be carried out from
Malta as and when the strategic situstion and the operations of
the Fleet demanded. ()

' During August, the increasing gravity of the situation
demanded the reconsideration of reconnaissange plars[for the
emergengy and it wasm‘admitted that No. 212 Squadron was not
likely to be immediately available for operations in the event
of a war in the near future. It was ¥wwefore decided to send
the remaining Sunderlands of No. 228 Squadron from Pembroke Dock
to Melta,so that the crews should become accustomed to their job
and its conditions. At the outbreak of war with Germany,
therefore, Nos., 202 and 228 Flying Boat $quadrons were in the
Mediterranean,but the emergency in Central Europe and Italy's
neutrality pushed Mediterransan affairs into the backéround.

The two squadrons were diverted to more urgent tasks, No. 228
returnggl‘to Pembroke Dock and No. 202 moviz'( to Gibraltar, where
a group headquarters, No, 200 was formed to operate the G.R.
aircraft there., At Gibraltar ,the London Flying Boat Squedron
operated under the aontrol of the Flag Officer Commanding, North
Atlantic and returned to Malta for overhaul,the A.0.C. Malta
retaining only administrative control of the squedron.  Also at

(Anti-Rrcr tF Gripssapt Lf)
Gibraltar was a detachment of No, 3 A.A.C,U.,Swordfish from Malta,

[ 4
and these were retained to assist in G,R. operations, The
remsinder of the unit, based at Malta,was used for naval
so-operation as far as the regulations allowed.
As the war progressed, and Italy's attitude graduslly beceame
more and more hostile, attention was once again drawn towards
the Mediterranean, In May 1940 No. 230 Flying Boat Squadron

arrived from China for operations under No. 201 Group at

Alexandria, and during the same month it was proposed to

(1) Vhen Naval Co-operation was eventually introduced at
Malta, it was based on these lines.

&
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transfer four boets of No. 228 Squadron back to the Mediterranean,
Hearing of this proposel, the C.-in-C., Mediterranean requested
tha'l:. the squadron should be based at Malta, as hsd been the
intention if war had broken out in that theatre in September 1939,
6ommenting on this request the A,0.C. Malta, Air Commodore
Maynard, pointed out that dispersion was limited to a few fair
weather anchorages outside effeative A.A. protection, that the
original scheme for basing flying boats on the island had assumed
the presence of fighter aircraft, and that it was improbable that
effective and continuous reconnaissange of large sea areas in the
Central Mediterranean could be meintained by one Sunderland
Flying Boat Squadron, It was eventually decided, between
Admiral Cunningbam C,-in-C, , Mediterranean, and Air Marshal
Longmore, 4.0.C.-in-C. Middle East, that the squadron should
proceed to Alexandria with the possibility of using Tunis or Malta
to operate airecraft on attachment., Thus, at the outbreak of war
with Italy Melte had n.o‘éke givan the meens with which to take part .
in the Mediterranean Air Policy. As in the case of Fighter

Defence, policy waited on events,
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CHAPTER 2

MEDITERRANEAN COMMAND AT THE OUTBREAK OF
WAR WITH ITALY

Soope_of the Command

AIt has been seen, in the previous Chapter, that during the
pre-war years plans were kept up to date for the employment of Air
Forces from Malta in the event of a war with Italy, At the same
time, but on a higher level, the role of Air Headquarters
Mediterranean, in the Middle East Commsnd, was kept under consider-
ation, and proviasion made for its wartime status and funoctions. In
the Cambined Plan for the Defence of Egypt the part of R,A.F,
Mediterranean was outlined and the Command of the 4.0.C, defined,
while the relationship between the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief
Middle East and the Air Officer Commanding of the subordinate
commands in the Middle East theatre was further explained in the
direative to Sir Arthur Longnore on the outbreak of war,

The Command of the Air Officer Commending Mediterranean was

r—n e

’

considerably limited by the general aontrol held by the 4,0.C.-in-C.,

for the go-ordination of all operations in his theatre of war, The
instruction from the Air Council to Sir Arthur Longmore vested in
him responsibility for the preparation of plans for the employment
of the units under his command together with gensral administrative
aontrol so far as operational requirements might diotate,  Further-
more the disposal and interchange of resources within the
subordinate commends enabled him to switoh his operational effort
fran one sphere of operations to another whatever the effeot on the
loocal air situation.

Under the Command and general direotion of the 4,0.C,=~in-C.,
the Air Officer Commending Mediterranean held, therefore, somewhat
limited responsibilities. Air Command in the Mediterranean became
acgessory to the mein scheme of operations: with limited resources
it would have to operate whers its activities were most needed,
and tend to confine itself to forwarding the efforts of the main
battle, The chief funotions of the Command were Naval

Co~operation, and the Defence of Malta and the 4,0,C., was to deal

/ direot
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direct with‘O.-in-O. Mediterransan regarding the operation of all
airoraft allotted for Naval Co-operation, except for those of

No. 201 Group at Alexandria which ceme under control of H.Q.
Middle Eagt, It was also intended that the A.0.C. should
ao-operate with the French in bombing Italy, with the objeat of
deterring Italian attacks on allied bases, but as events turned
out the ocazpitulation of the French put an end to this plan,
R.A.F. Mediterranean Comuand wes to oconsist of a Headquarters at

Malta, or, if possible, at the Fleet base: No, 200 Group at .
Gibraltar which had one G.R., Flying Boat Squadron (No, 202): and,

. in the ebsence of the A,0.C, with the fleet, a Group H.Q. at

Malta to oarry on local eir defence and the operation of all units
under the general direation of A.0.C. Mediterransan, Disembarked
F.A.A, airoraft alsc ceme under the operational control of the
4,0.C.

Such were the powers of 4,0.C., Mediterranean as defined in
June 1940; in agtual faot, however the operational activities
which the Command was to oal;ry out were severely limited by the
lack of eircraft. Even the air defence of the island, the sime
qua non of all other operations, was provided for in the first
rlace by the unexpected discovery of four F.A.A. Gladiators at
Kalafrana, and was subsequently meinteinsd by ingenuity in the

meintensnce and repair of these and other machines, The airoraft |

which were negessary for fulfilling the functions of the command |
were urgently needed elsewhere and it was only by degrees that ,
operational units arrived at Malta, J
&

In one respect Malta's defences were well equipped aomparsd ’
with other British strongholds: an R.D.F. system had been sent |
to the islard in March 1939 and was in goed working order when ;
war broke out. On a small island R,D.F. protection was

particularly necesssry because of the lack of defensive air depth: |

I
i
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other reasons for the early swpply of R.D.F. at Malta were her
isolated positions, the absenoe of other methods of long-
warning for raids, and her situation on the Siocily-Tripoli air-
route, from which enemy aircraft movements could be followed by
R.D.F.

The system on Malta consisted of No. 241 Transportable
Radio Unit which was effective over an area of fifty miles all
round for aircraft at 5,000 feet., It had a range of seventy
miles for aircraft at 10,000 feet and of thirty miles at
2,000 feet., There was no method of height finding at first,
and a watoh of only twelve to sixteen hours was possible until
the arrival of No. 242 T.R,U. in July when the twenty-four hour
watoh was introduced., Low cover was also inadequate and
although the necessary equipment was ordered, it did not arrive
untilDec. 1940,

Landing Grounds,

In spite of the shadowy reinforcement prospects of
Mediterranean Command, landing grounds for four fighter
Squadrons were ready at the outbreak of hostilities and plans
were under consideration for improved dispersal by additimal
strip landing areas. Of the three aerodromes Luga alone had
permanent runways, both Hal Far and Ta Kali having soil
surfaces which were liable to be put out of use for short
periods by heavy rain, On the outbreak of war the Gladiators
were stationed at Hal Far with the F.A.A.airoraft, but on the
arrival of Hurricanes the flight was moved to Luga which was
opened up on 28th June as it was the most suitable for
operating modern fighters. A%t the time Iuga was oapable of
holding two fighter squadrons and it became an independent
station on 18th August 1940.

It has been seen that by June both when Italy entered the
war, the plans for increasing the strength of the R.A.F. in
Malta had not materialised, and that Air Ministry's attitude P
towards the possibilities of the island was still doubtful,

/The
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The peacetime units were therefore the only Air Forces at the
ocommand of the A,0.C., and from these somewhat meagre resources
he had to prepare the defence of Malta and to organise such
other operatims as were possible,

Fighter Defence

The paramount neoessity, a fighter defence unit, provided
the greatest problem since there were no fighters on the islang
By a piece of good fortune,however, four Sea Gladiators of the
P.A.A. were discovered in packing cases at Kalafrana and the
C.=in-C, Mediterranean agreed to lend them t the R, A.F, for the
purpose of forming a fighter flight, The formation of the
flight in May some time before war broke out appears to have
been due to a request from the Governor for local defence of
the Island should the Mediterranean situation deteriorate to
the point of actual operations. Such a possibility had been
suggested on 30th April in a telegram from the Chiefs of
Staff to Malta and other Middle East Commands, which ordered
that steps should be taken forthwith to complete the measures
necessary to meet the eventuality of Italian hostilities,

There were no personnel on the island with any
experience of fighter aircraft or of the methods of combat
but six pilots with experience in Flying Boats were drawn
frdm the personnel of No.3 A.A.C.U, and on 4th June after a
month' s training the Fighter Flight was formed at Hal Far,

The Sea Gladiators remained the only fighter aircraft until
the arrival of four Hurricdnes towards the end of the month,

Naval Co-operatian

The Naval Co-operation duties of R.A.F, Mediterranean
Command had been carried out, since the beginning of the war
with Germmany,by the operational flight of No.3 A.4.C.U.,with
personnel of Hal Far Station Flight and an airoraft establish-
ment of 5 I.E., 2 I.R. Swordfish: the operations consisted mainly
of sort enti-submerinemtrdls A detachment of 1.3 AAC.Uwasal

/Gibraltar
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Gibraltar on Italy's entry into the war, but it remained there
‘under the ocontrol of No. 200 Group until it was incorporated
into No.202 Squadron in Qctober.,

No. 200 Group,

No.ozg?BGroup ' No. 200 Group, Gibraltar, was formed from personnel from
) ) Malta under Group Captain Barrington in September 1939. It
oonsisted of No. 202 Squadron and No. 3 A.A.C.U. detachment, but

~.198/4/Air although a part of R.A.F, Mediterranean Command, by June 1940

it was operating under the immediate direction of the Flag

O0fficer Commanding, North Atlantic, For this reason, early in

July the A,0.C. Mediterranean suggested to Air Ministry that the

Group should be transferred to another command. He explained

that he had never been in a position to direct the Group's opera~-

tions, and that now, with the virtual severance of sea communica-

tions between Malta and Gibraltar, administration from R.A.F.

H.Q Mediterranean, was equally impracticable, His suggestion

was accepted and No. 200 Group was transferred to the adminstra-

tive control of Coastal Command on the 12th of August 1940,

Flying Boats.

As has been seen there were no Flying Boats based at

Malta, on the outbreak of war, but the occasional use of-the

S.198/Air I island as a temporary operational base had been provided for,

- The seaplane base at Kalafra.n% was suitable for this, although,
owing to repair and maintenance limitations, it was not yet
possible to operate Sunderlands permanently from there as they
would have to return to Alexandria for overhaul. As a
temporary operational base, however, Malta began to be used
by the Sunderland squadrons (Nos, 228 and 230) of No, 201
Group, Alexandria, on 27th June,

No, 830 Sguadron,

Hal Far Stn, An imi)orta.nt addition to the flying units at Malta was

O fe B No.830 Squadron, F,A.A. Swordfish. It arrived at Hal Far a.sh

No.767 F.A.A. training Squadron at the end of June, 1940, and

) commenced cperations in the shape of anti-submarine patrols

/within
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within a few days. On 1lst ‘July it was re=formed as No., 830
A

Squadron with an I.E., of ten Swordfish and from then onwards
began a series of operations which g jeadily inoreased in
frequency as the vwar progressed. It was, for some time, Malta's
only offensive unit, particularly against enemy ports, and the
success it achieved was of great importance in helping to
maintain our air offensive against enemy communications between
Italy end Libya,

Besides the aircraft of the established units, a few others
of various types operated from the island including a French
Latecoere Seaplane, a F,A.A. Skua and a Hudson which arrived as
escort to the first flights of Hurricane reinforcements, Thess
were used mainly for reccnnaissance and the Hudson proved partiocu=
larly useful for co~operations with the Navy until it was lost
in August, In ameport on Reconnaissange in Ootober, Air Gommodore
Maynard observed that it was owing to the fortunate possession
of the Latecoers and Skua aircraft that it had been possible to

meet many of the reconnaissance requirements,

4L8a
A g.c-/zw*; 113 /5 f53.(A)
The diversity of aircoraft and engine types, however,

Official strength
Returns of the
I.A.F, Superacred,

e

complicated still more the work of maintenance and repair, and
during the first four months of war the technical side of R.A.F,
Mediterranean showed a high degree of ingenuity in devising repair
and replacement, largely through the adaption of spares from one
type of engine to suit another,
The Enemy Foroe and The Enemy Estimate of Malta's Possibilities

In consprast to the f ew aircraft at Malta, the enemy force in
Sicily at the outbreak of war was considerable, The chief
constitutents were the Sicilian Air Force and the 2nd Squadron,
which, although separate entities, carrying out their operations
independently, were amalgemated in the Italian Order of Battle

for 10th June which is reproduced at Appendix III. This Order of

Battle /may
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mey be said to represent the potential foroce availeble for
operations against Malta, But although thers is no direct
evidenoe to show that partiocular units were detailed for this
spéoial task, it would appear from the records of the 2nd
Squadron that ites airgraft played a considerable part in attacks
on the island,

On 10 Juns 1940,the Italian Air Force in Sicily totalled
two hundred and five aircraft, a hundred and thirty-seven of
whioh were S,79 bombers, the rest being C.R.32, C.R.42 and
M,.C.200 fighters, These aircraft were distributed amongst six
aerodromes in Sicily, and there was also an autoncmous Dive
Bomber Group on the Island of Pantell;ria, though as yet this
unit hed no aireraft. This was the air force which
threatened Malta's security at the outbreek of war and against
which the R.A.F, was prepering to send up four sea Gladiators to
repel the asttackers.

It is interesting to note that the Italien Air Ministry's
estimate of Malta's air strength in June 1940 was oonsiderabiy
exaggerated although it was assumed that the Island's part in a
war had not yet been defined. The Fighter Defence { consisting
ac‘i:ua.lly of the four sea Gladistors) they believed to be twenty-
five fighters, a strength not attained Qntil Jamary 1941,
Although in estimating the average number of fighters available
daily from June to Jenuary the celoulation of twelve was more
néarly gorrect. It was admitted, however, that camouflage and
ocongealment made it diffioult to estimate the air strength.

The possible uses of Malta in a war against Italy were also
carefully summed up, and on the whole showed more respect for the
potential essets of the Island than did the appreciations drawn
up by the British Chiefs of Staffs., An extract from a report

runs ag follows:~

N A\./" = 4\—\_/'“ /IA'A
S—Ses=ippendiz==I3T
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The strategioal and geographioal position of

Malta and its underground installations made it
very powerful both defensively and offensively.
At the beginning of hostilities between Germany
and England (September 1939), Malta was an

* effigient air and naval base which had been created
as a key position between the Eastern and Western
Mediterransan, By virtue of the naval installatioms,
the airfields and formidable defences all over the
Island, the British were in a position to make the
Island a supporting base for the fleet, use it as a
port of call for merchant shipping, hamper the traffiec
between Italy and Italian North Afiica, and dominate
the air bases in Sicily and South Italy from the air,

It can be agsumed that England had foreseen an

eventual Italien invasion of Tunisia a few days after
the begimming of hostilities between Italy and France,
As a result she had foreseen the possible loss of
Bizerta as a naval base and the Tunisian airfields
whioh were used as landing stages for the air transports
between England, Gibraltar and Egypt.

In that case Malta would have had to assume the

role of an intermediate airport between England and

Egypt.

Since their reconnaissance showed the airfieldsat Malta
orowded with M.T. vehicles,except when airoraft were actually
landing,the Italians also assumed that the R.A.F. had given up all
thought of offensive action and were counting on the possibility
of an invasion, The movements of submarines, however, and the
continuous changes in the number of steamers and escort vessels at ‘
the bases indicated that Malta had undertaken the duties of
providing a port of call for shipping and hampering Italo-Libyan
naval traffia,

The greatest inacquracy shown in the Italian report is the
expectation that Malta would dominate the air bases of Sioily and
South Italy from the air., This may help to explain, however, the
falling away of the Italian air attacks on the Island as soon as
an effective fighter defence was put up, even though numerical
strength was decidedly in favour of the Itelians, At the same
time the actual activity reported at Malta gives no suggestion
that it was too much for the Italians to cope with, and is in
faat shown as considerably less than the review of possible

activities anticipated.
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PART II: THE ITALIAN WAR, JUNE - DECEMBER 1940
CHAFTER 3
THE FIRST MONTHS OF WAR

Outbreak of Hostilities

The ensmy commenced offensive operations egainst Malta on
11 June, the day after the declaration of war, when ten bombers were
sent over to attack the Island, Demage was reported to be
negligible, and our A,A, gunners shot down one and possibly two of
the raiders., Later in the day, enemy airoraft were again over the
Island, probably on reconnsissance, and on this occasion a further
aircraft was destroyed by the Gladiators. From then on the
Italian airoraft visited the Island elmost dai]:y until the end of
the month, and exaept for four days during that time high-level
bambing raids varying from one to five per day were experiensed,
while on the night of the 20/21 June a series of four raids was
made, By the end of June the total number of enemy attacks was
forty-four, and our estimate of enemy losses over Malta amounted to
nine aireraft confirmed destroyed and five unconfirmed, although
these figures would appear to be optimistic compared with ths enemy

estimates (See Appendix IV), Our own losses were two Gladiators

A k8. zrf:/rls/J/J#fn)
%ﬁ. unserviceable, but the other two were fest wearing out, and the

bpr—i,

BHBJTT [ 183/ 271

BOERMEALS
=

positioﬁ might have begome very difficulty but for the timely
addition to the Flight of four Hurricanes, reinforocements bound for
the Middle East, which were retained at Malta by pemission of the
4.0.C,-in-C, .

The enemy raids were made chiefly again the airfields,
the dookyerds area, and the depot and flying-boat base at
Kalafrana, but the bombing was not impressive and apart from
those on the first day, no serious attacks were experienced up
to 18 June, During that time, the bombers were sent over without
fighter esgort and e form of tactical defence was employed in
which one bomber of each formation fell behind as bait, and on
being attecked by a fighter, dived below the rest of the
formation whioch then fired on the pursuing aircraft with down-

firing moveable guns, On/\‘l 7th however, Meachi III fighters

/ escorted
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escorted the bombers, but although they had opportunities of
attacking the Giadiators , they showed no anxiety to do so,
Most of the bombing was carried out from a high level, a shallow
dive being made over the target during the release of the bombs,
followed by a rapid dive to avoid combat., Fighters were some-
times used to precede the bombers in order to draw off our
fighters before the raid began, a manceuvre which became more
popular as our successes againat the bomb;fs aontinued. The
heavieat raids of the month took place 01;1‘22nd and 235rd, by some
sixty bombers in foruetion, with fighter escorts; On the latter
date an Italian Macchi fighter was shot down by one of the
Gladiators.
Prospects at the end of Juns

Ali:hm.v.gll:1 ‘lﬁ:'rair activity againat the enemy during June had
been unexpectedly successful considering the superior numbers of
the Italians, it was obvious that the Fighter Flight oould not
continue its scale of defense much longers Already there was
little or no margin for respite either for the pilots or for the
repéir of airoraft, and the general war situation suggested that
attacks would probably increase, As the Governor and C.-in-C,,
General Dobbie, pointed out in a letter to War Office onj:é%h,
the Ffench developments, particularly in North Afrioca,had brought
Malte into greater prominence and it was reasonable to fear
inoreased attention from‘Italy now that she no longer had her
onog-powerful neighbour to deal with., The question was whether
Malte gould be given the necessary airoraft to continue the
defence having regard to the desperate need for aircraft in the
defence of Britain, It involved a decision of some moment to
send precious reinforcements away to face cdds which were already
heavy and which might well become overwhelming very shortly.
At the same time, however, if it was hoped to retain the Island,
there was 1.101: a moment to lose for strengthening the defenges.

Thus Air Ministry. found itself faced with the same familiar

/ problem
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problem, but when the ,ques:j;ion was brought to notice in July, it
had to be answered quickly and Malta's immediate fate did not

hang in the balance for long.

'

Changing Attitude towards Malte
The decision to reinforge Malta was made before the end of

July, and the transportation of the reinforeements recognised as
a primary conscern, This decisive action, although solving the
problem of immediate defence only, navertheless paved the way to
a change of attitude at Air Ministry regarding Malta. At the
outbreak of war with Italy, Air authorities were still staunoh to
their former opinion that no valueble reinforaements should be
allotted for the defense of Malta when they might more Justifiably
be sent to support enterprises more likely to succeed, and while
Malta's future role in the war wes still doubtful. The events
of June and July, however,affected this policy sufficiently to
bring about the formulation of emergenoy reinforcement plans
which,in turn,served to leed to a polioy whioch recognised amd
accepted the advantages of ﬁsing the Island as fully as possible
for as long as ciroumstances permitted.

The striking achievements of the four Sea Gladiators were
pot alone enough to oonvings the Ministry of the validity of
Melta's olaim for stronger air defemce, in spite of the
encouraging affect these successes had had on the Maltese
population, Requesta for fighters had been made Wy the Governor,
the A,0.C., and the A,0,C.-in-C., all besed chiefly on the
importange of upholding the morele of the Island's population,
but the Air Ministry had held to its poliacy of sending the Middle
East's reinforgements to Egypt for the defensce of the Fleet at
Alexandria, Sinoe the deofence of the Fleet was primarily the
concern of the C.-in-C,, Mediterranean, General Dobbie requested
Admiral Cunninghem to add his support to these petitionss.
Accordingly a further signal was di;spatched, this time from the

Neval C,-in-C,, pointing out that Malta might have to risk

/ attempts
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attempts at invasion when maval help was not immediately
available, A4s a result of theserequests, Malta was informed on

16 Jure that arrangements were being made for the dispatch of six
troﬁical Hurricanes by air, together with two Hudsons carrying
spares, On the date fixed for the flight, however, the

[A}uxricanea' orders were rescinded, andi the Hudsons proceeded
alone, Malta now had spares, however, which was important, and
when four Hurricanes landed at the Island om a similar flight to
the Middle East, she was allowed to retain them, These were the
only reinforoing aircraft received until early in August, but scme
recognition of Malta's needs had now been shown,

At the end of Juns, C,-in-C., Mediterransan sent a further
request for fighters, pointing out the meed for using Malta as a
fuelling base for maval oraft and flying-boats, The policy
of refuelling at night only was severely restricting operations
in the Central Mediterranean, at a time when the collapse of
Prance had inoreased the impértance of intercepting enemy
coummunications between Italy ani Libya. A draft reply made out
at Air Ministry showed that the position was not encouraging, it
stated that no fighters were available, and that even if they had
been, the prablem of getting them to Malta depended on the
Admiralty's willingness to send a fast convoy through the
Mediterranean, or to transport the fighters on a carrier as far
as Gibraltar, where they could be flown off to contimue the
Journey by air, Ths other means of transport was via Nigeria to
Egypt, and thence to Malta. Thus much of the responsibility for
supplying fighters to Malta rested, in the immediate orisis, with
the Navy,

Meanwhile, however, a long term Air Policy for Malta was
again under consideration at Air Ministry, In a mimite to the
Plans seotion, Wing Commander N,V, Moreton pointed out the
advantages of a well-~defended Malta to our air

/effort
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effort in the Mediterranean, The four Sea Gladiators had wer
carried on the fighter defenge unaided for a month of war and had
caused more demage to enemy aircraft then they hed received
themselves, while the Island hsd suffered very little wemegs from
enemy attacks, W/Cdr. %oreton suggested that under the
protection of the presoribed four fighter squedrons,in place of
the four Gladietors,Malta could be rendered comparstively safe,
at least from Italian attacks.

He went on to suggest three main asdvantages which could be
derived from developing Malta as an air base. Firstly, the
é:sland could be invaluable as a link in the air route to the
Middle East, It had already been used for refuelling airoraft
on special flights to Egypt, and if adequetely defended the
route could be developed into a regulsr means of reinforcement
for eiroraft and key personnel, Also, with atrong defences,
Malta might be used as a base for raids on Italy. One squadron
of Wellingtons could operate es far afield as Rome and Naples, and
the effect of such reids bﬁr a few airgraft every night might be
greaticompared with the effort expended. Lestly, Mslta still
had valuable dockyard facilities which might be put to use if
properly defended, and if the Navy could use Malta for itas light
forges, its position athwart the Italian communication with
North Africe could give us enormous advantages. In any case.,
W/Cdr, Moreton suggested that if well-defended, Malta would be a
running sore in the side of Italy and might lead to & large
expenditure of the enemy effort against it, He did not assume,
however,‘ that fighters and bombers could be made aveilable
immediately, but he considered that once the present orisis hed
been overaome we should be in a position to think about taking
the offensive, and with Englard and Egypt secure Malta would be
invaluable for direct attacks ageinst Italy. He therefore

advocated investigetion into methods of reinforcing Malta in the
/ future
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future, and emphasised the nscessity

making sure the Island was not lost to us in the meantime,

The most urgent appeal at the time came from Malta itself,
On'7 July the Vice-Admiral, Malta, sen?Admiralty, and the
C.-in-C, Mediterranean a summary of the position at‘ the Island,
and pointed out that to retain it, immediate action might be
negessary. So far morale was good and the scale of attack had
not been heavy, although it had considerably disorganised work/in
the dookyard and had made Malta unsafe for the operation of
submarines,through the inability to provide maintenance repairs
and to allow rest after long patrols. 1f the enemy were to

vaestin
oocmmenoe intensive bombing howsver, and the pzesent defences
oould not prevent it, the oivilian morale might break very
quiokly, in which case the security of the fortress would be
imperilled, the population might even become hostile and it
would be better to evacuate the island than to be forsed to
abandon it by the Maltese., The Vice-Admiral visualised three
possibilities for Malta's future.

(1) evecuating it if its value to the Fleet "52‘

oonsidered insufficient to justify the emount
) of defence required,
(ii) to defend it for as long as possible with
existing defencas ;
(iii) +to provide it with defences on a scale to make t
successful defenae possible. | z
Dismissing the first and second of these possibilities, he

gonsidered that the only solution was to provide an adequate

number of fighter and anti-aircraft guns as approved by the

C.I.D.,and that early action was essential or otherwise there i
would be no aerodromes available from which to operate. Finallyg
he pointed out that fighters at Malta would bind up an
appreciable part of the ensemy's Air Forge, that if ialta were

. flawn
not in our hends,aircraft mow in Sicily would be raleased for

/ aation
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action elsewhere, and that if the island were defended properly
it would provide the Fleet with a base which should ba of much
value, while the dockyerd ocould be used to a considerable extent,

Whether or not as a direct result of these arguments, by
the 7th Jul;fy:CAdmiralty was examining a proposal to send a fast
gonvoy to Mqlta and the Middle East, and Air Ministry, having
taken up with reservation and modifications many of Wing
Comnander Moreton's proposals, was hastily arranging to dispatch
a fighter flight for Malta in the convoy.

eration 'H ! - Reinforcement

The air reinforcement plan which eventually took shape was
that of sending & Hurricane flight of 8 I.E., 4 I.R, to Malta on
the airoraft carrier, H.M.S. Argus, The route was to be via
Gibraltar,where the stores and ground personnel would be
disembarked to continue the Journey ualsubmarine through ths
Mediterranean or by ship round the Cape. The Argus would
proceed into the Mediterranean until within the Hurricanss' range
of Malta, when the airoraft would be flown off M, to complete
the journsey by air. 1In spite of the considerable risks which
the experiment involved, it was suscesafully ocarried out and on
2 August the twelve Hurricanes landed on Malta.(1) " The message
from Malta to the naval authorities read:

‘Party arrived., Regret one Hurricane orashed.
Now we can get on with the work. Thank you.'

The orashed Hurricane which was first pronounced beyond repair
weas later made serviceable and the flight was established as
No. 261 Squadron on 4 August.

The Defence Continues

Whilst the plan for reinforcements were going forward,Malta
had to carry on the defenge as best she could with a diminishing

number of fighters, During July, thirty-nine enemy raids were

(1) Por details see Appendix No. IX.

/ experienced
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experienaed, most of them being high level attaaks,but on i July
the ensmy made his first low-level mechine-gun attack, with Halfar.i
as the main target: Little dan;age was reported however, On

22 July, the Governor's estimate of enemy casualties from the
outbreak of war was eleven airgraft gonfirmed destroyed(1) and

at least nine unsonfirmed.

Cur fighter effort, however, was waning badly, in spite of
every possible improvisation in repairs and with spare parts.

On 13 July only one Hurriocane was servigeable and on 16th
another was entirely written off,

In a telegram to the War Office on 22 July, the Governor of
Malta outlined the success since the beginning of the war with
Italy, and praised all services for their high morale and
attention to duty under attack, Of the Air Defemoe he wrote
that the magnificent work by R.A.F, fighters, and steady and
inoreasingly acourate fire by the A,A, gunners, had taken a
considerable toll of enemy casualties, with the result that the
R.A.F. had foroed the enemy to escort small formetions of bombers
with large numbers of fighters, and the Italian's respeot for the
A.A. hed been proved by the tremendous height at whioh they were
compelled to fly while over the Island, The Governor ended,
howev'e.r, on a note of warnings Although his report was
e;mouraging, minimisation of the success of Italian raids might
rgsult in intensification of attack, and he suggested that the
Italian dream of intensive damage infliocted might be allowed to

continue in view of Malta's meagre defences,

Enemy Tacties
As regard their raids, it must be said for the ememy, that

bombers operating against the Island endeavoured to direst their

(1) This would appear to be a fairly acourate assessment:
acoording to the Italian Air Ministry returns losses
by enemy aotion in the Sioilien Air Force up to 14 July
wore nine airgraft destroyed, and six more were lost up
t0 31-August,

PFor Italian Air Foroe losses see App. IV.

/ attacks
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attacks againat milltary obJeotives, but their bombing was
inacourate and the damage to these targets superfioiel,although
some damage to givilian propsrty was caused.

During the first weeks of the war,enemy taatics underwent
vari;ous 6hanges, indicating to some extent a healthy respeat for
ﬂ:ﬁ;‘ﬁghters and A.,A, gunners, Single bomber raids, and
formation raids with fighter escort began to be replaced in July
by what were termed 'enticing' taotics. Large formations of

Malhs s
fighters were sent over presumebly to draw wawr outnumbered

L
airoraft into unequal combat: “fhese formations were stepped up by
fiights, the higher flights at the rear often being difficult to
see, and unfortunately at first our fighters failed to observe
them, and on attacking the lower flights had great difficulty in
disengaging owing to attacks by the remaining enemy fighters from
above, In any case there were not sufficient R.A.F. fighters to
risk losses against enemy fighters when there were hostile bombers
to be dealt with, and our airoraft were forced to adopt the polioy
of leaving these formations alone, and confining attacks to those
which included bombers amongst them, Considering the small forge
by which they were opposed, the Italian pilots took mmch trouble
to outwit our fighters to avold meeting them in single combat, a
fact wilioh might be taken as a tribute to the Maita Defences in
their first contaots with an enemy vastly superior in numbers, ()

Malta's Offensive Effort

Swordfish

No offensive striking unit had been provided for the R.A.F,
at Malta at the beginning of the war, but the Island made the
best of its good fortunes as the possessor of No. 830 F.A.A.
Swordfish Squedron, The Swordfish commenced operations within
a day or 'Lwo. of their aerrival with reconnaissance and anti-

submarine patrols, and on the night of 30 June they carried out

(1) A teble of enemy reids is given at Appendix V.
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their first offensive aotion against Italien territory in a raid
on Augusta harbour, Objectives were the (il Refinery and
important naval oil tanks and our airoraft started a fire in the
refinery area, and later big glouds of brown smoke were observed,
This attack was followed by a raid on Catania ;‘::;;m? on

6 July, when hits were obtained on two hangars and four fires were
started. On 13 August, however, three Swordfish were lost in an
attack on shipping in Augusta harbour, and the squadron ceased

its bombing raids for the time being,

.(b) Flying Boats.

Nos. 228 amd 230
Sqgns. O.R.Bs

gmm#am/

41though no Flying-Boat Squadruns were established at Malta,
Sunderlends from No, 201 Group Alexandris began using the Island
as an operational base during the first weeks of waryin accordanse
with the proposal agreed between the 4.0,C.-in-C, Middle East, and
the C,-in-C, Mediterranean in May. {poitsagseiy  The ]
advantages of using Malte in this way for long-distance searches
and reconnaissence patrols were enhanced during the first days of ;
activity by a series of happy successes against enemy naval units, ?
Longedistanse searches for the Italian Fleet, ard reconnaissance §
patrols to Zante, Corfu and the approaches to the Adriatic soon :

became routine work to the Sunderlands, and regonnaissance was

carried out to Crete and Tobruk during the flight between Malta

and Alexandria, as well as other anti-submarine patrols and closs
asgort to convoys,

Operations began on 27 June when the first Sunderland was
dispatohed to Malta for the protection of an East-bound convoy 3
from the Island, On the following day this Sunderlend senk a
subnarine the -@a:;g:;whila on patrol nsar Zente, while another
Sunderland while en route to Malta for patrols gave a sighting
report of enemy vaessels which enabled our coruiser forse to
intercept three ensmy destroyers, one of which was sunk by our
ships. The two Sunderlands continued patrols from Malta end on

(1)
29th one of them sank the submarine Rubino and machine-gunned

(1) Details of the sinking of both these submarines are given
at Apperdix VII,

I
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another whiie returning to base with survivors. On 1 July
another Sunderland returning to Alexandria from Malta sighted and :
attacked an Italian destroyer near Tobruk, and after a near miss
haé been soored the destroyer stopped. Yet another submarine

was successfully damaged by bombs from a Sunderland on 9§ July

when & direot hit was scored abaft the oconning-tower.

This round of successes had to suffice the flying-boats for
some time, for although patrols were continued, there were no more.
encounters for meny weeks. The fact that it was possible to use
Melta as a base for these flying-boats,however, had widened
considerably the scope of the reconnaissance patrols and
oonsequently csontributed to these early successes against the eneny.
Egteblishment of & Generel Regonnsigsence Flight

The dispatch of a fighter flight to Melta ensouraged the
A.0.C, to request further reinforcements for his command, and on
1 August he sent a signal to Air Ministry pointing out that the
shortage of airoraft and personnel was severely limiting
operations, Naval Go-operétion was suffaering particularly and
Air Cozmodore Maynard suggested that a striking foree and a
Gensral Reconnaissance Land-plane Unit were needed to £ill the gap.
He oonsidered that & laend-bagsed G,R. unit oould carry out more
oontimiously and economically much of the Sea Reconnaissance mew
undertaken by the Sunderlands whose activities were limited because
they oould not operate away from Alexandria for long¢ ¥t was also
neoessary that the A.0.C. should be in a position to answer sudden
calls from naval flag officers operating in the viainity who were
obviously unaware of the paucity and limitations of air foroes at
Maltas £t ﬁl;xt‘n?:eret the only aireraft available for many such
operations was the AHudsc_m. Air Commodore Maynard wz:}; oix to
desaribe the activities of his air forces under the ﬂ-é‘:
conditions, As matters?::‘lkstood l_:e ocould carry out nothing but
locel reconnesissance, exceptswhat oould be undertaken by the one
Hudson, whioh was inveluable for checking shipping concentrations
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in Sioily, for informetion which was constently required by local
naval end military commanders, while targets which invited
attention in Sicily could only be ettacked by the Fleet Air Amm
Swordfish Squadron, and the scope of such operations was very
limited. In point of fact Malta hed none of the asircraft which
had been assigned to her in the pre-war plens, and those sh; had
were not necessarily designed for the dutiss they Bo# had to
perform? {evertheless calls were oonstantly made upon the R,A.F.
at the island and had to be answered as far as possible, '
Meanwhile, at Middle East Headquarters it had been arranged
that a lieison visit to Air Ministry should be made by Group
Captain Wigglesworth to discuss the future prospects ard poliay
of the commend, On 3 August Air Marshel Longmore informed Air
Comnodore Meynard of the impending visit, adding that Group
Captain H.E.P. Wigglesworth would pass through Malta, on his way to
the United Kingdom, to disouss the requests he should meke on
behalf of R.A.F. Mediterranean, In his proposals,iir Marshal
Longmore had suggested Malta should have four fighter squadrons,
ona General Reconnaissance (Land) Squsdron, and one Torpedo-Bomber/
General-Reconnsissance Squadron, presuming this was the maximum
force that could be efficiently operated in the existing
cqnditions. Excluding flying-boats this was, in faat, the
allotted foroe for Malta in the long-term policy explained to Air
Commedore Maynard by Air Comﬁodom Coryton in his letter
concerning fighter defence dated 16 May 1940, Jictysigeoity and,
as such, it could hardly expect immediste fulfilment. In their
disoussions at Malta, however, Air Commodore Maynard end Group
Captain Wigglesworth agreed to confine their request to two
Squadrons, one Generel Reconnaissance (Land plane) and one TB/G,R,
type. They emphasised the necessity of meintaining two separate
elements, one for reconnaissence in ths Central Mediterraneen, the
other as a striking force forming an integral part of the defence

of Malte and for attacks on shipping and objeotives in Italy,
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After oconsultations at Air Ministry, Group Captain
Wigglesworth signalled to Middle East and Malta, that it had been
deoided to send to Melta as the Recornaissance Unit a flight of .
3 I1,E,, 3 I.R,, Glen Martins, which would be suiteble for speaial
photographic reconneissance and general regonnaissance in the
Central Mediterraneans Rlthough the number of planes would
probably be inadequate,it was hoped that more would be aveilable
later. As regards the TB/GR unit it was thought unlikely that
one would be ready for scme time, and No. 830 Squadron was to be
regarded as the striking forae, No. 3 A.A.C.U, was to be
disbanded and its Swozﬂfi.sg:‘tfo go Bsiiag No, 830 Squedrons Of its
personnel, three orews were to be returned to the United Kingdom to
make up for the loss, there, of the three Glen Martin orews, and
the rest of the establishment was to bas transferred to the Glemn
Martin Unit. Shortage of personnel was plainly a great problem
and was further indicated in the arrangements for flying out ths
Glen Martins, for of the six orews needed for this flight, three
were to return to the United Kingdom with the three from No, 3
A.A.C.U, Thus,although reinforced with airoraft,Melta would have
no ingrease in persomnel, During these negotiation";:A.O. C. Malta
requested that the Glen Martims should be fitted with bomb-racks,
but as this would cause delay in despatch it was decided to send
the firat three airoraft without and the second three with racks.
This was in the long run an unfortunate deoision for Malta, for
although on 19 Ssptember the flight was duly formed with a
strength of three Glen Martins and an extre Skua,the other
airgraft failed to materialise and nome arrived till December,
Review of Regonnaissance Situstion

The establishment at Malta of No, 431 Flight, the Glen Martin
Unit, provided an appropriete occasion for a revievlr of the air
reconnaisiaeme situation with a view to improvement and extension,
Acoordingly‘ A.0.C.-in-C, , Middle East informed the A.0,C. of
C.-in-C. Mediterrenecan's requirements under the new gonditions,
giving them in order of priority. They were:
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(a) Daily §wter-tighf reconnaissance of the
Jonisn Sea on the lines of the existing

patrol

(b) Ocoasional reconnaissance of Taranto, Bari,
Brindizi, Messina, Augusta and Tripoli

(¢) Reconnaissance by Syordfish,whenever possible,
to enable iorpedo-éomber attaoks to be garried

out against ships passing between Malta and

Tunisia,
dlso veew s ’
The A.Q.C. waslasked for his mmknAon the number of

Sunderland's needed at Malta to back up the Glen Martins,and on
the methods whereby sea reconnaissance of the Mediterranean might
be controlled by a gentral authority with who;i .c.-in-c. N
Mediterranean would acmmunicate direct for all requirements.

In replying on 17 September,to this sigual from Middle East
Air Commodore Msynerd set out his views on regomnnaissance from
Malta at some lengthy ﬁkd_ealt first with the Glen Martins,
These had by now carried out some operations from Maltae,6es they
had commenged their agtivities a few days before the flight was
offiocially formed on 19 September, but the A,0.C. considered that
the arrival of three out of the six aircraft allotted had not
materially changed the scale of systematia long-distance
reconnsissence that could be carrled out in the Central
Mediterranean, The Glen Martins were liable to a high degree of
unserviceability,as no spares bad yet arrived, and as the pilots
had no relief by automatic pilot,they were unsuitable for long
periods of reconnesissance over the sea, Air Commodore Msynard
therefore considered thet the Ionian Sea resonnaissance oould best
be garried out by Sunderlerds, of which five would be negeasary to
meke the patrol watertight, He considered that the Glen Martins
were excellent for the occasional zfeconnaissanoe of Italian ports
and that such patrols could be maintained by the 3 I.E,, 3 I.R.,
promised if maintenapce difficulties could be solved. As regards

the Malte-Tunisia regonnaissance however, the most probable route,
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-~ between Cape Bon and Pantellzria, represented the extreme range
of the Swordfish and left no margin for search, while the
atriking foroetrange wasa too short to be of any use against
shipping on ﬁu‘ route, Failing the arrival of a TB/GR Squadron
which was the only entirely satisfactory answer to thié problen,
Air Commodore Maynard advocated the transfer to Malta of omse
squadron of Suné.erlands with the maintenance staff nscessary to
bagk it,
el )
ibid 304 After consultation betweenhA.O. C.=in-C, andl'c.-in-c. ’
Mediterransan the following policy was decided ont Fhe Ionian
Sea Reconnaissance was to be oarriéd out by the Glen Martins with
a backing of three Sunderlands of No., 228 Squadron which were to
use Malta as an advance operational bases Fhe ocoasional
regonnaissance of specified Italian ports was to be undertaken
when requirements diotated, while the Malta-Tunisia reconnaissance
was to cover the general earea lying between Malta and the Kerkenna 5
Islands and was to be undertaken as practiceble by Swordfish
fitted with extra tanks giving a range of about nine hundred
miles, The new reconnaissange plan was to commence as soon s |
possible.
On 23 September the Sunderlard detachment from No, 228

!
Nos, 432 Flt Squadron arrived at Malta to undertake patrols in conjunotion with '

/A apd 228 Sqdn
0.R.Bs No. 431 Flight. The Glen Martins undertook the majority of the
North Eastern patrols to Albania and the Ionian Sea, besides the
sighting of ports in Sicily, Italy and occasionally North Afrioca,
The Sunderlands did a few patrols to the Greek aocast and the
patrols between Malta and Alexandria which were carried out via
Crete and could be made to fit i.nto some extent,with essential
Journeys to Egypt for repair and overhaul.
On 12 October Air Commodore Maynard reported toc R.A.F., HQ.
Ae Miw. Fla Moddly Boat i~ '
ME. S,45584 M.Lon the general situation resul from the new organisation
uoe and the reconnaissance operations ;ohieved{ Activity since the
- new policy had been put into operation had bsen fairly
satisfactory,for the Ionian patrol had been carried out daily
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singe 28 September, and required one Sunderland sortie and two
Glen Martin and two Swordfish sorties. These hed all been made
as well as additional sorties required for the naval operation
M.B.5., but the A,0,C, was apprshensive as to the ability to
continue on this basis unless additional Glen Martins or more
Sunderlands became available, It was only through the fortunate
possession of the Skua and a Latecoere French Seaplane that it had
been possible to meet lthe naval requirements for regonnaissangse

of Italian ports for this operation, He emphasised, therefore,
the need for a complete Sunderland Squadron at Mslta not only to
inorease strength but because under the m arrangement the
Sunderlands were separated from their maintenansce and
~administrative personnel, a difficulty which had so far been over-.
goma by impromptu methods which were not really good emough and l
wﬁioh ought to be dimcontinued as soon as possible, The Glen
Martin situation was, however, infinitely worse, It appeared
that\;c.-in-c. Mediterranean baed been informed that all six of the
promised aircraft were at Malta, while the real position was that
only three had arrived ard of these only one now survived., This
airoraft was being worked to death amd its life eould no longer

be guaranteed., As regards the Swordfish,they were still awaitingv
the loﬁg-range tenks which would enable them to carry out the
western patrol betwsen Malta and Tunisia,

The A.0,C.'s report was not entirely favourable to the new
reconnaissance schema, but it is fair to Qay that the grounds for
his oriticisms rested almost wholly on the inadequagy of the
number of aireraft allotted for the tasks and on maintenanae
difficulties, He made no aocmplaint concerning the feasibility of
the scheme, but he was anxious to make it thoroughly practicable.
In spite of his warnings of an inevitable declins in airaraft
strength, apd, consequently, in operatiocnal activity, his report

showed a very satisfactory account of the reconnaissance
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operations in the first weeks under the new scheme. Perhaps, in 7
perspective, the most significaent fact remesined unmentioned.
Malta, whose very survival had seemed doubtful a.t the beginning of
the war, had become the main base for reconnaissance work in the
Central Mediterranean, Her survival was still doubtful, she
8till had less than one équadron of fighters to defend her in the
air, ard now at least the deoision had been made that while she
could be defended adventage should be taken of hex" strategio
position, 1In the face of increased enemy attacks offensive
operations might have to bs discontinued while the armed forces
conoentrated on defence, but while the opportunity lasted the
R.A.F. was able to commence its role as a vital weapon for outting
the ensmy supply routes to North Africa, on which the Italian war
effort in the Middle East largely depended.

Throughout the autumn of 1940, in spite of the shortage of
airoraft, the regonnaissance units at Malte carried out extensive
patrols almost daily. The area of search BU§ extended from
Naples to Tripoli, and from Cape Carbonara in Sardinia to the
Ionian Sea end the Greek scoast, thenoe northwards to the southeast
Italian ports of Bari, Brindisi and Taranto where, by November the
enemy was collecting his foroes and supplies for the campaign
against Greece,

By mid-October, however, it had beocme impossible to make the

1o dvacladle
Ionian patrol secure with&naaaaﬂ‘reoonnaissanaa resources, and the
A,0.C,-in-Chief offered the loan of two Blenheims to help overcome
these difficulties, But even with these in service there were
8till no reserve airoraft to replace casualties, while commitments
were further increased at this junoture by a proposal of the Vice
Admirel, Malta, to institute more regular reconnaissange of
Tripoli and the sea area towards Tunisia, The Ionian patrol had
§od been oarried out daily singe 28 September without any oconvoy
movements being observed and it was felt that the main enemy
shipping route might lie along the Tunisian and Tripolitanian
coests. This proposal, however, was lisble to inorease the
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strain on the air effort from Malta, for whereas the A.0.C. had
hoped to be able to oease the Ionian patrol for a while in order
to undertake the westward reconnaissange, C,~in-C, Mediterransan
was anxious that it should be continued and that a westward patrol
should be made by the miscellanecus airgraft at Malta, whenever
this was poasible without prejudice to the Ionian patrol, In
order to explain to the A.0,C,-in-C, the diffioulties under which
these patrols were made and to prevent over-optimistic estimates
of reconnaissansce sorties, Air Commodore Maynard enumerated the
airgraft et his disposal, They amounted to ons Maryland, one
Blenheim, one Skua, one French Seaplans, the Swordfish (which were
of local value only as the promised long-range tanks had not yet
arrived) and enough Sunderlsnds to keep one going daily.‘ This
was hardly an adequate forge to supply the many demands made on
R.A.P, Mediterranean, and in a report to Admiralty on 5 Ogtober
Adxfxiral Cunningham hed already made olear the unsatisfaotory state .
of reconnaissance arrangements, He had pointed out in partioular
how, on 29 September, R.A.F. shore-based reconnaissance had failed
to locate the enemy although he was at sea with his entire fleet,
He maintained that the Central Mediterranean Reconnaissance had

80 far been a failure for it had not yet succeeded in spotting a
aing'le' convoy on its way across to Libya, and although it was
sﬁspeoted that they might be going in driblets via Pantell:ria
Channel and Tripoli, and then coasting to Benghazi, this was still
supposition, and it was obvious that what was needed was all

round reconnaissance from Malta,

Sir Arthur Longmore was inclined to objeot to this judgement
on the resonnaissance effort, and suggested that the main faotor
in the problem was not the shortage and ineffectiveness of
airecraft but the very vulnerable position of Malta, On the other
hand Air Commodore Maynard had been pleading for reinforaements
since reconnaissance from the Islard had commenced and it was
mainly the diffioulty of providing enough aireraft to fulfil

requirements thet worried him.
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At the end of October the Italian invasion of Greece and
H.M, Government's deoision to give immediate support to the Greeks,
inoreased the regonnaissance requirements of the Fleet and led the
A.0.C. Malta to request once again that the additional Glen
Martins, which he understood were now reedy, should be dispatched
at the earliest possible moment. Meamwhile the Offigexr
Commanding No, 228 Squadron visited R.A.F, Middle East to” arrange
for the addition of Sunderlands to the detachment of flying-boats
at Malta, in view of the Swordfish and Glen Martin limitations,
The result of this visit was the decision to locate the whole of
the squadron temporarily at Malta and on 3 November the unit came
under the ocontrol o AA.O.C. Mediterranean for operations and
administration, By then two reinforeing Glen Martins had
arrived and the Blenheims were also retained to assist in new
comnitments particularly reconnaissance sorties in comnseotion
with the Wellington bombing raids.

The first two weeks of November saw intense reconnaissansce
activity from Malta in conjunction with the Fleet, which was
carrying out various operations to coincide with the passage of
four convoys through the Central Mediterranean, The operations
were plamned to ernd with a naval air attack on the Itelian Fleet
in Taranto harbour, and the Malte reconnsissance airoraft were
responsible for patrolling the routes of the four convoys and for
making special recomnsissance of Taranto to report any movements
of the Italien units, From the beginning of the month until the
11th, the night of the raid, aircraft of No. 431 Flight visited
the port on all but two days, besides making searches in the
Ionian sea and towards the Greek coasts, Flying Boats of No, 228
Squadron also carried out similar patrols and on the nights of
411th and 12th they made two special moonlight sorties to watch the
movements of Italian shipping., The navel attack on the 11th, met
with oonsiderable suocess and, efter visiting Taranto on the 12th,
a Maryland reported one Cavour olass battleship down by the stern
and another of the Littorio class surrounded by small oraft and
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- aevidently in difficulty, It was later confirmed that one

Littorio class battleship had been badly damaged, Oxzh“lh-th, the
AH. B/ITT é/e.? {ur £
C.~in-C, Mediterraneen signalled: ‘'Air reconnaissance from Malta
2 during recent operations of the Fleet was most valuable and I
realise much of it was carried out under adverse weather conditiocms .
Request you will convey my appreciation to all concernsd, The
reconnaissange of Taranto was particularly useful.'
After this series of naval operations had ended Admiral
Allin. Rle
252-5581 Cunninghem was able to reduce his reconnaissance requirements, and
the two Blerheims at Malta were sent on g:f I\Middle East. Alr
Coxmodore Maypard was still anxious for the future, howsver, and
- foresaw that the resumption of heavy commitments at short notice
might require further reinforcements, The Latecoere French
ibid seaplans had been lost and the A,0,C. reckonsd that the maximum
1008 number of reconnaissance airoraft aveileble per day would now be
three Sunderlands and ons Gjen Martin, His apprehensions
ooncerning the resumption of intense activity were Jjustifled at
the end of the month when further naval operations wers carried
out in conjunation with convoy movements and heavy demands were
2. Plin. Fole made once more on the recomnaissance units at Malta, Events
S.45881 during these operations served to emphasise yet more cleerly than
" before the insdequacy of the recomnaissance in the Central
—_— : Mediterransan causing Admiral Cunningham to report strongly on
the matter to Admiralty, particularly regarding the shortage of
Glen Martins, He ocast no oriticism on 4.0.C. Mediterranean and
the Reconnaissance airoraft, who had done wonders, but these, he
gsaid, could not be expected to continue work at this pressure let
alone to increase the scope of their activities to the scale so
urgently needed, 4 He submitted that it must either be decided %o
ibid ourtail our operetions in ths Mediterranean to conform to the
1194 regonnajssange available, or else air reconnaissance reinforcemerts
to Malte must have absolute priority, At the same time the
Offiger Commanding No, 228 Squedron informed Air Ministry through
H,Q. Malta that if the operational effort required from this
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Squadron continued on the same socale as for the Mt/ two months, '
it might not be possible, owing to the much needed overhesul of ,
some of his airoraft, to meet the requirements 01; ’\G. =-in-C, |
Mediterranean, To overcome this diffioculty arrangements were made;
for the overhaul of the Sunderlards in the United Kingdom, ard the |
problem of the Glen Martins was also lessened early in the New }

Year when reinforcements began to be speeded up,

wk

|
Meanwhile, during December, R.A.F, Malta complied as far as )
possible &o ‘naval demands,using the few aircraft available. ’

Further naval operations took place in the middle of the month

demanding speacisl reconnaissence from the units, but by this time ‘
Air Ministry had stated the intention of sending famadietd Glen |

(‘MQ&WL\!, ’ i
Martin reinforcementsgand although these delayed their appearanae f

until the New Year, the definite decision to dispatoh them was |
reagsuring for the future, // By the end of 1940 it had apparently
been accepted that Malta was wmew an important reconnaissance base
for go-operation with the Fleet, and should be reinforced as an ‘
operational base in spite of the risk of inviting enemy counter-

fha lands

meagures beyornd the strength of har/\dafenoes.

Lull in Enemy Activity

While efforts were being made
inorease the R.A.F. effort from Malta, Italian aotivity over the
island was deolining, The enemy offensive began to diminish in
strength in August when,elthough warnings of approaching airoraft |
were frequently given at Malta,few reiders orossed the coast, and :
only 2 small number of attacks was actually ocarried out. These
howevar, ¢eused some damage to perked airoraft, particularly
Swordfish, three being dameged and two destroyed. The deolins
in activity continued during September and Ootober and conse-
quently cur fighter defence operations were also able to deorease,
end a reasonably e.)onstant serviceability rate was meintained
among the Hurricanes, In September only twelve out of twenty-

four warnings d eveloped into'raids,and in the first half of
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October only one attack was experienced, By wew Kfour months of
war had been experiemsced and as had been seen Mslta, far from beingi

vanquished, was beginning to strike out on her own account,
Summary of the First Four Months of Wer
Gluegw depitidy

Betwaen 11 June end 11 Ootober 1940 Malte experienged a
hundred and sixty-one alerts of which seventy-two developed into
daylight reids and thirteen were night bombing attacks., During
this time acoording to our estimstes, fighters accounted for
twenty-two enemy airoraft destroyed and nine damaged, while A.A.
fire destroyed three end demeged four - all these airoraft except
one being claimed by the end of September. It would appear,
however, that our olaims were too high, as enemy records show a
total of only twenty-one eiroraft lost up to the beginning of
Ootober, nineteen by enemy aaction and two from unknown gauses
(see Appenrdix IV), On the other hand ocur casualties through
encmy action were low: two Hurrioenss and one Gladiator were
destroyed in the air and six aireraft on the grourd. On i
12 Qotober the Hurricane strength was thirteen airoraft although
losses had been suffered through other causes.
fighe Figfer Rerins

In view of night-bombing which occurred during moonlight in

tﬁe early weeks of the war, a night fighter effort was worked up, :
On the first occasion when it was used a Hurricane made a é
determined attack on an Italien S.79 whioh was last seen flying 3
very low and appafently in great difficulty. The next attack, :
some weeks later, failed entirely as the enemy turned back on
being caught in the searchlights. In a further attack a bomber
was shot down by a Hurricane and another appeared to be badly
damaged, and no further enemy aircraft orossed the coast at night,

a £ lalta

Offensive operestions during this pericd consisted of the
Swordfish raids against Sicily and the Sunderlend anti-shipping

Regonnaissance activities by thse

/ Glen
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Glen Mertins, Sunderlends and Swordfish together amounted to a
hundred and fifty sorties and casualties were one Swordfish shot
down and one Sunderland damaged, although on 12 Ogtober Air
Commodore Maynard reported thet he had bonly one Glen Martin
serviceable.

By the end of four months of war the R.A.F, at Malta was
developing a steedily inoreasing air effort. The defences had
survived the Pfirst tests againsgt Itelian reids and had thus made
practicable the establishment of reconnaissance and striking uxiits
at the Island, and these had carried out meny valuable sorties
and had achieved initial sucoesses against the enemy, The
Italian raids, however, were only a fore_jaste of what was to
acme; They were nothing cmpared“lﬁfime German onslaughts which
Melta would have to face in 1941, But although the future might
be serious, for the time being an opportunity wes provided for
the development of activity and the building-up of resourees for
the future.
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CHAPTER 4
RENEWED ACTIVITY - OCTOEER TO DECEMEER 1

During the last two months of the ysar the tempo of the war
gradually increased again at Malte, The main causes were Italy's
invasion of Greece on 28 Ootober, and our offensive in the
Western Desert early in December, H,M, Government decided to
support the Gresks actively as soon as hostilities began, and
consequently large consignments of reinforoements had to be taken
from the British Forces in Egypt to supply the new cempaign.

This meant that the Middle East forces, which had never yet
equalled the enemy in s trength were now further depleted, and the
delivery of reinforcements became more urgent than ever for now
the new deficiencies had to be filled up in addition © the taks
of gradually building up the Middle East forces generally.

These new commitments inevitably increased the demands made
on the Navy, and consequently, on the reccnnaissainoe units whose
information took on an added importance, It became even more
necessary to get our supply convoys through safely and to do all
that was possible to destroy and hinder those of the enemy, and
the units of his fleet which were menscing our shipping, In
addition thers was now the new responsibility of safeguarding the
pagsage of reinforcement convoys to Grsece., The increased demands
on reconnaissance from Malta soon proved more than the limited
number of airoraft could meet, end it became abundantly clear that
additional G.R., aircraft in the Mediterranean were essential.

Mganwhile other activities besides Naval cowoperation were
developing at Malta., As a contribution towards the pro-Greek
policy it was decided at the end of October to operate Wellington
bombers from the Island as a temporary measure, The bombing
effort would be directed chiefly against the Italian ports in the
south~east which were supplying enemy troops in Albania, These
Wellington reids oonstituted the Island's first sustained air
offensive, but for stratgggic purposes, it required its own
reconnaissance reports which added an e xtra burden to the already

over-strained reconnaissance units at Malta, At the same time,
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the inoreasingly urgent need for reinforaements meant that Malta
had to deal with more ferrying-flights than hithsrto,

A1l these new aotivities, however, particularly the offensive
operations were bound to bring Melta more and more to the notice
of the enemy and to increase the likelithood of retaliatory action,
It was necessary, therefore,to strengthen the defences as far as
possible, and the provision of more fighters becams a prominsnt
part of future planning, For the time being,however, enemy
opportunity for offensive operations wesskelen and the lack of
balange between the scale of attack from Malta and the means of

hod o be porfores
defence ageinst possible retaliation m'( aggepted.

Future Planning

At the beginning of the war Air Ministry had adopted a
cautious attitude towards the reinforcement of Malta and was
unwilling to risk the slender resourses available until it should
appear a worthwhile project to do so, By the end of Juns,
however, the defence haed been sufficiently successful to
enoourage the dispatoh of a fighter flight to the Island, and
various plans had been put forward in the supposition that
adequate defences would eventually be built up. Towards the end
of August the defences still had the situation well in hand, and

Hede

as Ttalian aotivity was tending to decrease, these plans ‘W

reconsidered.f

The question of the Defence of Malte from the naval stand-
point was put forward by Admire]l Cunningham on 25 August in a
message to Admiralty., In his view the best policy for Malta was
to bring the base defences, at the earliest possible moment, to
such a state that it would be possible to operate an offensive
from the Island with all three services, secure in the knowledge
that the defences were efficient enough to reverse any scale of
rataliatory action which the emmy)might produce, The C,-in-C,,
further considered that the rendering safe of Malta was the key to
our Mediterranean strategy and that it provided the first step in
developing our offensive policys” Rs our grip on the Mediterra;:ean

ingreased, so would our need of Malta, He named April 1941 as the
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time when we ought to be ready to make full use of Malte

aerfle Lls
offensively, by which date sufficient protection and Wersirimas
should be available to work bomber and reconnaissance squadrons
as gl &5
cad&four fighter squadrons.

The answer to C.-in~C,, Mediterransan was contained in the
conolusions to a Chiefs of Staffs Gommittee Meeting at the end of
August, In these conclusions the Committee outlined the poliocy
which was to be undertaken regarding the use of Malta for
offensiye opérations , with particular reference to operations
against Italy., They considered that Maslta was not a suitable
bese for bomber operations agai{lst. Italy,under ﬂi:;-‘i N
oiroumstanges,because most of the important targets in the north-
west were nearer to the United Kingdom than to Malta and because
all the long-range bombers which could be spared from the United
Kingdom were urgently needed in the Middle East. Also, Malta was
a valuable staging point for reinforeing aireraft, and the
Committee was unwilling to take agtion which would pregipitate
attacks on a scale likely to prejudice this, as it would not be -
possible to provide fighter and A,A., defensces on the soale
necessary to give reasonable protection.sgainst=them., The Chiefs
of Staff had, however, considered inoreasing the defensive
strength of Malta,because of its great potential value as a naval
base, and they agreed in pringiple to inoreasing the A.A. defenocss
by April. The fighter strength was also to be augmented up to
the total of four fighter squadrons as soon as circumstances
permitted, though this was clearly a long-term project, and
meanwhile A,0.C. Mediterransan had been agked to investigate the
possibility of providing two additional m: Although
there was no intention of stationing a bomber squadron at Malta
for the time being, it was intended to establish a flight of G.R.
airgraft there during ths next month.

The view that the use of Malta as an offensive base should

not be pressed forward with undue risk to the Islend was
/ supported
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supported by the Governor, General Dobbie and Air Commodore
Maynard, The chief reason was the lagk of defences, both aotive -
and passive, but it was gensrally agreed that these should be
adequately built up to permit offensive operations by April 41941.
Air Commodore Maynard was very anxious that the dispatoh of
fighter squedrons should not be delayed until the new lan@ing
grounds‘hvere provided,as he considered that Luge and’réugi
airfields gould each take two squadrons.

For the time being no further steps were taken for the
reinforcement of Malta beyond the provision of the G.R. flight in
September until, in October, the whole question of the
Eeinforoament of Middle East Command was brought up for disoussion
on a high level,»as it was necessary to decide whether the
re-equipment of the Middle East should be gontinued, or whether all!
the rescurges available in the United Kingdom should go to supply
the needs of the Metropolitan Air Force. Eventually a decision
was wade in favour of Middle East, and Malta, as an important
part of the Commend had her olaims confirmed. Preparations were
to be made to send out as soon as possible ground personnel and
servioing equipment for four fighter squadrons, but it was still
oonsidered that to attempt offensive action prematurely would be
to invite a mea.sure of counter-attagk which might neutralise our
fc.>rces there, As Air Marshal Longmore pointed out in a letter to |
the Chief of Air Staff on 10 October, 'At Malta Maynard and his
braves have put up a very good show.,  With (the Gladiators) some
initial successes were achieved which so impressed the Air Ministry
that they have gradually recognised the possibilities., Hitherto
the Itelians have not laid on & reslly full soale susteined air
offensive, but, if, stimulated and perhaps assisted by the Germans,
they do so I camnot ses how they could avoid destroying all ﬁe

airoraft in Malta',

/ The
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The question of basing offensive forces at Malta was
re-opened in October, however, whe:x:Admiralty approachec%?&-in—().
Mediterranean on ths subject. It was pointed out that any
intensification :;;:;:aclmlon Egypt must depend largely on sea-
borne supplies resching Libya,but that it had proved impossible to
cut these supply lines with the Fleet based at Alexandria, The
Admiralty suggested,therefore,an ingrease of light naval forases at
Malta sufficient to segure aontrol of communications between Italy
and the western ports of Libya. This would require not only
adeq_uaté air reconnaissance to prevent these foraes being
surprised, but also sufficient fighter and A.A., defences to make
the Island tenable as a base for the naval forces. // In his reply,
on 5 October,Admiral Cunningham laid his finger on the centre of
diffioulty, the two opposing aspeots of the Central Mediterranean
problem, namely the cutting of Libyan Eommunications and the
Béourity of Malta, After emumerating the forges necessary for the
former, the C.-in-C., went on to discuss the risks to Malta which
such a policy would involve, He oonsidered that if we were to
avoid a serious threat to Malta itself, it would be necessary
that in any given pericd the scale of attack drawn down should
not be disproportionate to the state of the defemce it had been
possible to install, It would be only logical, therefore, to
expaat the full weight of Italian attack if our light forees
worked effeatively. He felt that in view of the way the war
appeared to be about to develop, successful attacks on Libyan
comnunications was becoming essential and hence the need for the
full scale of defense to be built up as quickly as resources
would permit, All that could be done,meanwhile,was to accept
what disparity might exist between the soale of attack and;hmeans
of dsfence., The risk, in fact, must be aacepted. The C.-in-C.
had already stated in his letter that if such risks were to be
taken it was essential that the forees at Malta should be of such

offectiveness that the risk was Justified.

/ War
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War in Greeae

As far as the R.A.F, at Malta was concerned, however, there
was little likelihood of any immediate advange towards a more
offensive policy. The ultimate air strength for the Island had
been deoided upon and Air Ministry had undertaken to supply the
new units as they became available, At the emd of October,
bhowever, a new development in the situation caused a change of
plans at Air Ministry., The Italian invasion of Greece o;l‘:‘éBth
was followed by H.M. Government's deaision to send help to the
Greeks, and as an immediate form of assistance it was decided te
direot bombing raids against Itely by Wellingtons operating from
Malta, The decision to risk the danger of a counter-offensive
against which the defences would be inadequate was precipitated by
the new emergenay,

At the time this polioy was resolved upon there was some

prospeot of improvement in the fighter defences. During Ootober

f had inoluded in a gensral plan for
strengthening the defence of Malta a consignment of Hurricanes
which,with the necessary personnel,would bring the fighter flight
up to full squadron strength, The reinforoing operation was to
be made by aircraft carrier on the same lines as operation 'Hurry'
and :.t was to take place early in November. Malta's hopes,
however, were doocmed to disappointment, for when the operation

took place, owing to miscelcoulations,ws

Gibradbtar tho tragic loss was incurred of eight out of the twelve
Hurricanes., N The Island therefore had a reinforagement of only
four fighters to help to face possible enemy counter-measures to
the newly launched bombing aativities.
The Wellington Offensive

When, on the outbreak of war between Italy ernd Greece, it was
decided to launch a bombing offensive against Itely from Malta,

the same risks were taken as those which had been disocussed by the

(1) See Appendix IX
/ Chiefs
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Chiefs of Staff in Augusts for although Malta was strategioally
well-placed for operating bombers against the targets in southern
Italy, which had now become so important, other arguments against
using the Islend still held good, It has been seen that the
fighter defence was no stronger than it had been in August,although
plans were going forward to send more Hurricanes to strengthen
No. 261 Squadron; Moreover, to the Middle East Command, Malta
was now of greater importance than ever as & staging post for
reinforcement flights,since more airoraft were urgently needed in
North Africa to replace withdrawals to Greece, It was decided
however, despite the probebility of retaliatory action, to
initiate bombing raids from the Island and orders were given for
these to be commenced as soon as possible,
The Plan g thel QFf0aginy

The immediate objeat of the Wellington raids was to provide
hostile aation in retaliation for the Italian offensive against
Greece, and it was hoped that the raids would have a strong
offeat on the morale of the Italian population. With this in
view the primary objectives selected by Air Ministry were Rome and
Neples, although, for the time being the attacks on Rane(1) ware
delayed in the hope of disgouraging possible raids on Athens. in
the meantime the maval bases of Tarento and Brindisi and others in
Sioily were to serve as additionsl targets, but.Naples was to be
the central objective in the operations, This retaliatory polioy
was shar tly exchanged,however,for another more immediately
contributory to the war in Greece, when the Wellington raids were
directed to the Italian south-eastern ports for their primary
targets.

The plen for the offensive was designed to exclude the

necessity of basing a bomber squadron permenently at Malta, as the

.raids were to be carried out by the Wellington reinforocements

passing through to the Middle East, At first the offensive was

(1) As it turned out, no attacks were mede on Rome from Malta
during this (or any other) offensive.

/ plenned
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planned as a limited number of sorties to be carrisd out by a
consignment of twelve Wellingtons which were scheduled to leave

the United Kingdom as soon as possible, Operations were to

commence immediately they became practicable and were to continue -
until each airoraft had completed four sorties, after which ths ;
gonsigmment would proceed to the Middle East, It was subse- !
quently decided, however, to make operations by reinforcement !
airaoraft a regular feature for the next three months , and for
this purpose Wellington maintenance personnel were dispatohed to
the Island, It was also suggested that the Squadron Leader of
the first contingent, with a nuoleus of flying persomnel, should
be retained at Malta to assist in the operations of future
aireraft.

Hitherto, the Middle East reinforcement Wellingtons had been
flown out at the rate of six per month, but owing to the inoreaaed'
demard in the Middle Eest, it was desided to send out thirty-two |
aircraft in addition to the twelve which were to be flown out to
perform the first offensive raids, On 4 November a further
decision was made to increase the weight of attack from Malta by ‘
raising the munber of Wellingtons operating temporerily from the
Island to twenty-four, and the passage of the Wellingtons to Egypt |
after éperating from Malta was to continue as fast as the weather
wéuld pemit transit of the replacements from the United Kingdom,
Operations Begin

The Wellingtons at Malta were originally provided for the
special purpose of affording help to the Greeks by attacks on the
Italian communications with Albania, and the altermative targets
were to be centres of Italian population on the mainland, 1In V
actual fact, however, during the four months of their stay at
Malta,while the Greek campeign was being weged, the Wellington
raids ageinst targets diréctly related to this poliocy formed but a
small proportion of their offensive as a whole., Their operations
became spread over a large mumber of targets chosen rather for
their immediste strategic importance than in aaoo;anoe with a

/ definite
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definite long-term policy. ()
Following Air Ministry policy,the Wellingtons commenced
their operations with two night reids against Naples on
31 Qotober ard 3 November. It was intended to follow these up
with attacks on the east coest ports, but a third raid wes
carried out on Naples during November owing to bad weather over
the primary targets. During these three raids oonsiderable
M,E.W.I.S. damage was dones Mirect hits and fires were observed in the
s H.a./lf&///’ target area and large fires were seen at the railway station and
near the oil refineries., At Bari and Brindisi, since the main
objeat of the raids was to prevent the passage of reinforoements
to Albania, the objectives were merchant shipping, the port and
port facilities. Three raids were carried out agesinst sach
target during November. At Brindisi bombs were dropped on the
quayside end railway end between the terminus and dockysrd where
fires resulted. Other fires were started near fuel tanks, ome of
whiclf burnt very fiercely. At Bari, direct hits were scored on
the éetties causing explosions and firesd ﬂoﬁz;eﬂfires were also
observed on the quays and railway causing more explosions,
particularly near the central railway station,
(¢) Taranto
The first departure from the striect policy of at’cao.k against
Italian communications with Albania was made on the night of

13 November when a special raid was directed against Taranto. On

e
(11th a heavy attack had been made on the Italian fleet, which was

a0 Fole
S.6903 then in the port, by carrier-borns Swordfish of the F.A.A. and the
614

Wellington operation was planned to follow up the suacess achieved
624 by the Navel forces, During the raid naval oil tanks in the

inner harbour were hit anmd fires and explosions followed. This
raid, however, was only one seotion of Malta's part in the
operation, for reconnaissance of the port by the Glen Mertins was

the main source of information for. C.-in-C, Mediterrsnean, ¢&am-

page——y.

(1) A tasble of operations by Wellingtons end Swordfish during
the offensive is given at Appendix VI.
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In the early days of the Wellington raids, some attempt hed
been made to conceal from the enemy the fact thaet the bombers were
operating from Malta and this was done by careful routeing of the
aix'qraft to end from the terget, but by 7 November, however, it
was presumed that the enemy had discovered the ruse and located
the bombers' base and the routeing scheme could be abandoned,

This made it easier to follow the Air Ministry requirement th%t,

on failing to locate the target, aircraft should not return to base
with their bombs but should drop them on some other suitable target.
In November and early December Catania, Augusta and Taranto were
visited as alternative targets by single airoraft in agcordance
with this polioy. At the end of November the selection of targets
was widened by the inclusion of Messina, Tripoli and other nearby
objectives, which were to be visited when bad weather prohibited
operations further afield.

During the month long range operations had been particularly
hampered by aerodrome conditions at Malta where the shortness of
the Luga runway prevented the Wellingtons from taking off with a
full loed of petrol when there was no wind, While efforts were
being made to lengthen the runway for long distence operations, a
more immediate solution was to atteck targets nearer to the Island
when poor take off conditions prevailed. This plan was followed
until the extension was completed in December,

Change in Operational Control

During November the control of the Wellington operations was
handed over by Air Ministry to the A.0,C,-in-C. Middle East. His
instructions, issued on 11 November, reiterated the policy that the
msin effort from Malta should be direoted on behalf of the Greeks.,
The influence of the immediate strategical situation was, however,
liable to be more strongly felt at the Middle East Headquarters
than at Air Ministry and divergences from the original policy
began to inorease.

Support of the Desert Offensive
The first raid in December was carried out against Naples,

but early in the month the 4.0.C., Malta was ordered to make twa

SECRET / attacks



M.,E.W. 1.8,

- ad.sfre/i/1

A#8./TT/ 183 /29 1
/245

M. EW.I.S.
A W &/’fa////

AM, Ff.,é
S.6903
984 and 1014

@

SECRET 60
attacks against Tripoli and its % Castel Benito in support
of the desert offensive, scheduled to begin on\ 9 Deaember. An
attack against Cestel Benito and the fighter % at Mellana
ook place on 7 December,but on 13 Decembgr the Wellingtons efforts
was ’diverted back to Neples. The primary purpose of this attack,
which took temporary priority over all other targets,was to induce
gertain Italian battleships to leave the port during the passage of
a convoy to Greese which was due to pass Malta on 30 December,

This object was apparently achieved when the naval units left
Naples on 18th. The A.0,C.-in-C, t:d:directed the bomber effort
baalk to‘Tripoli and Benghazi in support of the }iesert oﬁ{enaive.
Raids against Tripoll were ocarried out on the nights of (20th and
22nd¢ fhe first sttack was mede against Castel Benito :fim
where five enemy aireraft, were destroyed and many more damageds
Fwo hangars and various buildings were also damaged and the :e’:;-‘u
drems was reported unserviceable. At Tripoli harbour, two nights
later, bombs were dropped on the Customs House and jetties, large
fires and explosions following the attagk. A hit on a seaplans
hangar caused a large white fire,sswd More bombs straddled the power
station and a second Jetty ar‘xg:?ell near the railway station., The
raid on Castel Benito was described by the 4,0.C.-in-C,, as
splendid and most vaeluesble to Western Desert operations still
continuing,
Swordfish Aotivities

F.A.A. Swordfish ot"{:.ﬁjo Squadron contributed to the offensive
with two raids against Tripoli on the nights of the 13 and 20
December, During the former raid,they scored direst hits on two
ships and damaged a destroyer and one auxiliary vessel for the
loss of one aircraft, while 03:201:&1 hits were made on hangars at
the seaplane base and on warehouses on the mole.
No, 148 Squadron

During December,salta's first bomber squadron, No. 148, was
established on the Island., The establishment was brought about,
in response to a plea b;rkA.O.C. Mediterranean for a more settled

K
policy for bombing operations from Melta, and for some identity

for
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Aov Comasdsnt
for the Wellington unit, hs/cdarx Meynard pointed out that in
spite of the oomnendable efforts by individuals, the unit wanted
oohesion and drive, and the lack of Squadron spirit was very
detrimental to operstionsy <There was no Commending Officer and
the personnel had feelings of considerable uncertainty as to their
future, Air Ministry's reply to this was to arrange for the
establishment of the Squadron,with personnel for both maintenancae
and operations,but without': permanent squadron airoraft, The
Wellingtons were to be retained, as hitherto, frou the reinforae-
ments to Egypt and the meximum number to be held at any ons time
was fixed at sixteen, The squadron was re-formed at Malta as
from 1 Deoember 1940, and its subsequent suocesses fully Jjustified
the decision for its establishment,

Attacighbn Ttalian Communioations

At the end of December,yet another development took place in
the Wellington Operational poliay. o:::ezsath the bombers made a
further attack on Naples where the Itelian battleships were again
assemblei; This raid was immediately followed up by a strong
plea from‘C.-in—C. Mediterranean for more go-operation between

Ro Reyal Mo Firce
the Navy and =) in attacking enemy ports and shipping, a
suggestion which was intended to affeat the Middle Eaét war
generﬁlly,without paying pronounced attention to the Greek
theatre, In partioular, Admiral Cunningheam desired the special
employment of the Malta Wellingtons in this polioy, because all
the large Italian ports. within range of Malta were used at the
same time both for ha.rbouring warships and for the assembly of
supply ships. The oongested shipping provided admirable targets.
The effective development of this poliocy depended to a great
extent upon the speed at which fleeting opportunities,revealed by
Mo Aderal e

reconnaissance,could be seized upon, aﬂ@‘suggested thatKA.O.C.
Mediterransan be empowered to stage attiﬁs on these targets on
his own initiative, and thet he hi.l‘nselff goz.d be in a position to
request the A4,0.C. direct, to attack partiocular targets,in order
to concert his operations with those of the F.A.A. This policy

/ was
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was agreed to as a temporary measurs by Gensral Wavell C.-in-C,
ﬂiuh 54I‘f"

e, Aemv:l by Air Marshal Longmore, and operations against naval
targets became the rule for the time being,

wp
The chief targets attecked during theseraids,from 1st to 74t

3

12th January 1941,were Naples, Tripoli, Teranto and Messina,
Tripoli recsived three visits, during which direet hits were
scored on the taerget area and fires and large explosions reported.
During the second of two attaocks on Naples,bombs fell near a
Littor}g'o-olasa battleship, Altogether the attacks resulted in
agertain damage to harbour installations and to shipping, including
Naval Units. On 8 Jarmary, however an Air Ministry signal to the
A.0,C.-in-C, expressed grave doubts whether the present poliay
would afford sufficient aid to Greece and suggested that targets
should be chosen only from those ports on which depended the
Italian communications with Albania, Sir Arthur Longmore decided
however, to hold to his poliey pending the passage of an important .
gonvoy to Greeoce, and by the time it became possible for him to
regonsider his objeotives,a new development forced him to direat
his attacks against other targets. Once again strategic
considerations had made it necessary to postpone the polioy of
using the Malta bombers for the support of Greeage. |

The sucoes;aohieved by the Wellingtons,in the last two ;
months of 1940 and the first weeks of 1941, were emple .'justifioatimé
for "&13 risk taken in basing them at Malta, It had been ‘
aagourately foreseen,however,that the inoreased activity from the
Islend would stimulate the enemy's interest and induce him to take%
steps to counteract it, The new year had hardly begun when it ma;
reported that the German Air Foroe had arrived in Italy, and that
Germen aireraft were already based 0% Sicily. The report was
quickly borne out by the appearance of German aireraft over Malta, :
Fran% on, the war entered on a new phase at the Islandy The
comparatively peaceful period of unilateral war with Italy was
ended,and for the time being @il a more determined enemy had Hw)
entered the field, For Malta this was to mean the beginning of a:;

i
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long defensive battle waged againgt heavy odds, during which she
struggled to meintain the importent air activities which had been
inaugurated and developed in 1940,

Fighter Defence

During this period enemy activity remeined on a moderate
scale, and Malta's small fighter force was able to deal with the
raids with some sucgess, A 1lull in Ooctober was followed in early
November by a renewal of high-level bombing in which the bombers
were both preceded and escorted by fighters, The doskyard aﬁd
Luga were both attacked,but our fighters succeeded in bringing
down one Macohi 200 and ons S,79,after which the enemy abandoned
these taotics,

By Mid-November the enemy had commensed low-flying machine-
gun attacks with C.R.42 fighters, smd At first this form of attack
was disturbingly successful in damaging airoraft on the airfields,
since % Hurricanes were waiting high up for the bombers
following the fighters, A new form of tagtios was introduoed,
however, in which the Hurricenes remained high to intercept the
bombers, and the fighters were met at a lower level by Gladiators,
This polioy was justified on 9 December when six Macchis,with Aa
further six as escort,were intercepted and failed to push home
their Qttaok. The R.A.F. olaimed four of the enemy destroyed,
a;xd A.A. gunners a fifth, This new form of attack was doubtleas
another attempt to destroy the Wellington bombing offensive from
Malta which was carrying on steadily and suagessfully,

High level bombing raids up to the end of 1940 were direated
mostly ageinst Luga, the dockyard and shipping,but they resulted
in very little damage, end enemy fighter patrols which were
apparently intended to lure our small fighter foree into unequal
oombat did not m finish in favour of the enemy. Our
fighters shot down a mixed bag of S.79's, C.R.42's and Maoohi
200's, Night raids were infrequent up to mid-Jemuary and the
raiders dropped their bombs at randems ©n the night of
19 Degember a Hurricane shot down :a S,79 in flemes,

/ Malta
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Malta fighter losses were not heavy during this pericd, but
reinforcements were disappointing owing to the loss of the eight
Hurricsnes flown off a oarrier in the Mediterransan on 17 November
and' although the (Bresanj position was not urgent, Air Commodore
Meynard showed some anxiety for the future in a signal to Alr
Ministry early in December, He mentioned that the C,-in-C,,
Mediterranean was anxious to make greater use of Malta,but was
reluctant to do so before the local defenses were better able to
resist air attacks, and that for the same reason the C,-in-C,, was
opposed in prinoiple to bombing attacks on local targets in Siecily
until retaliatory action which might be direoted against the doak-
yard oould be better resisted, The A,0.C. acknowledged that
additional guns were now reaching Malta,but pointed out that the
main defence was undoubtedly best provided by fighter airaraft.

He went on to say that owing to the unfortunate failure to
reinforce No, 261 Squadron,the fighter effort was very meagre,
although it had so far more than held its own and morale was very

high. Any inoreased scale of attack,however,would be too much
Ao adfe

for-Mg resources, and damage to our prestige and

material might be considerable if the enemy discovered our
weakness and took advantege cﬁ' it.

 Moreover, the position of‘;61 Squadron was likely to become
diffioult shortly, as the Squadron was incomplete, could never be
released and operated by night as well as by day, Some pilots
were tiring after six months work and their future must be
considered,

Besides these diffioulties emumerated by the A,0.C.,Malta's
position had besn made more precarious by events in the Desert.
The Italian advance towards Alexandrie had made it impossible to
fly fighter rqinforoements to Malta from North Africa, so that no
help could be expected from that quarter until the British Desert
Offensive (planned for early December) had made possible the
recapture of airfields within range of Malta., In any case,the
offensive itself would need all the fighter support availab]&e.
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No, 261 Squadron had sufficient airgraft to attain a maximum
of only nine serviceable during the greater part of the daylight
hours, while only three were available for the period immediately
after dawn and before dusk, To remedy the position, Air Ministry
suggested an inorease in the number of pilots in No, 261 Squadron,
to allow for continuity of duty, and hoped also to send out itwelve
orated Hurricanes as soon as possible.

As it so bappened, neither the reinforeing aireraft nor the
rilots arrived at Malta until after the new year, Fortunately,
during Deoember 1941 enemy raids were relatively infrequent, and
the situation did not deteriorate before then,
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PART III, TIHE FIBST GERMAN OFFENSIVE, JANUARY - MAY 4944
CHAFTER 5
THE ‘ILLUSTRIOUS!' BLITZ

Early in January 1941 & new faotor was introduced into the
Mediterransan war, which was to have a profound effesct on the
British position in that theatre, and which brought to an end all
hopes of a speedy and final viatory over the Italians in Libya.
Towards the end of December 1940 German transport airoraft had been
observed operating between Sioily and southern Italy, and it was
reported that units of the Luftwaffe hed arrived in Italy. These
reports were confirmed beyond doubt on 10 January 1941 when a
strong foroe of German Ju,87's made a heavy dive-bombing attack on
an escorted aonvoy south of Malta, From that significant date,
10 January 1941, the Luftwaffe played a prominent part in the
Mediterransan war and gonsentrated a considerable proportion of
its effort againat the Island,

The arrival of German eir units in the Central Mediterranean
was followed in dque aourse by the German attacks on Greece and
Yugoslavia, in early April, The capture of Crete which was
achleved in lay was ocarried out by German troops, and from March
onwards German army and air units reinforced the Italians in the
Degert under the leadership of Rommel,

German Flans

It is evident from a study of captured Geman documents that
Hitler did not attach primary importance to ths war in North Africa
at this or any other time, end in January 1541 he was already
planning his attack on Ruassia., At the same ‘time however, the
sucaassful conduat of the Libyan campalgn was desirable from a
broad strategio point of view, and it was Hitler's intention to
intervene in his own good time on behalf of the Italians, The
Balkans, however, were of great importence to his designs on
Rusgia, It was intended to drive the British out of Greece and
Crete, 80 that when the invasion of the U.S.S.R. took place the
Axis army would have a secure right flank,
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In November 1940 it was Hitler's intention to withhold the
intervention of Germen troops in Egypt until the Italians had
reached Mersa Matruh, but his plans were upset by the British
offensive which began on 9 December, On 10th Hitler announged:

455 a result of agresments made with our Allies
German airoraft formations will operate as soon as
possible from the south of Italy in the battle in the
Mediterranean (for a limited time).

Their most imporitant task is to attack the British
Navy, particularly in the port of Alexandria, but also
in the Suez Canal, where attacks are to be mede on
enemy shipping, and in the Straits between Sioily and
the north coast of Afrioa,

Owing to the oritical situation in the Mediterransan,
however, it may beoome necessary to operate in the Ionien
Sea or the Aegean Sea.”

In the weeks that followed, the German preparations for inter-

vention were justified by the steady progress of the British in the

Desert, By 20 December the Italians had evacuated Gambut and
British troops were closing in on Bardia, This port was oacupied
on 4 Januery, and elthough air units had to be withdrawn from the
line for the campaign in Greece, the advance was continued until
the capture of Benghazi on 7 February.

On 11 Januery Hitler issued the following diractive:

“It is essential to hold out in Tripolitania,
- The X Fliegaerko will retain Sicily as an

operational base. I%}s most important task is to

attack English navael foroes and sea routes between

the Western and Eastern Mediterransan,

The Italien Government has been asked to declare

a mined area between Sicily and the north coast of

Africa in order to facilitate the task of the X Flieger—

korps and to eliminate the possibility of incidents

with neutral ships.”

In this directive no reference was made to Melta, but the
Island was considered the most serious menace to the supply route
and its neutralisation was plenned as the best means of obviating
the danger. It was primarily for this reason that the Gorman air
unit, the X Fliegerkorps, was sent to Sicily in early January,
The Luftwaffe Bttacks '

On 9 Jamary 1941, reports of the presence of German dive-

bombers in the Mediterrsnean were confirmed when nine Ju.87$
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attacked a convoy in Marsaxlokk Bay, Malta. No pamage or

casualties were auffered, and since the attack lacked determina-

tion it was concluded that the Geman aircraft were piloted by

Italian airmen who were kmown {0 have operated Junkers from

[

Pantellﬁria. Later on the same day Mecchi 200 fighter aircraft
dsd Thing .

ceme over the Islanﬁ,\ six of Illbdnh machine-gunned Luqa airfield

causing slight demage to three Wellingtons, Five Hurricanes

went up to intercept and claimed four aircraft destroyed, and

(1)

A.A, fi fifth,
ire @ ds fag &l S wetd

On the following day, 10 Jam:aryl the German Air Force
banished all doubts of its presenge in the Mediterranean by

The "Excest’, eved
attacking in foroe em important convoy, for Greece,about a hundred

@ £
miles due West of Malta., The main attack was delivered at 1240
hours by about forty Ju.87#and Ju.88§ which concentrated their

offorts against H.M,A,C, Illustrious causing severe damage. The

distance from the convoy to Malta was too great to permmit the

Hurricanes to interfere, and the Illustriocus' Fulmars were heavily:

out-matched. After this attack,the ship was useless as a ocarrier

and those of her aircraft already in the air at the time flew to
Malta, Nine airoraft had been destroyed on board. At 1610 a
second dive-bombing atteck was made on the Illustrious, although
six of. the fifteen Junkers aircraft were held off by the ship's
guns, The enamy then turned their attention to the battleships
esaorting the convoy, but retired on coming under fire. An hour
later,however, the battleships were attaoked by seventeen div-
bombers, but no direot hits were received., Three Fulmars of the

original patrol from the Illustrious, directed by wireless from

the battleship Valiant, came out from Malta and demaged three of

these bombers returning from the attack, The Fulmars claimed to

(1) These claims were probably overestimates. According to
Italian sources (see Appendix No. IV) Italian airoraft
losses in the period January - March 1941 did not exceed
a total of eight bombers and nine fighters., Records of
the losses from day to day are not available.
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-~ AH,B.6 have destroyed five aircraft during the day and the ships' guns
Translation
No, VII/II three, but enemy losses were only three dive-bombers destroyed

and two damaged, The Germens later desoribed the danger from the
Fulmars as soarcely worth mentioning as they were obsolescent, and
counted the Naval flak responsible for their losses.
The Illustrious was too badly orippled to continue with the
gonvoy but stesring with her two main engines, she managed to
limp into harbour at Malta under cover of darkness,
With the airoraft carrier a sitting-target, it was only to be
expected that the Luftwaffe would return to the attack, The
Malta defences had therefore to prepare for the worst.
- W Fortunately, however, the 11th was marked by the arrival of twelve
A4, E'/ﬁ J'/ ,‘93/ cbo(?) erated Hurriocanes, which, with the fourteen already in operation,
completed for the first time, the airoraft establishment of

(1)
No. 261 Squadron.

M,E.W.I.S. The Luftwaffe did not immediately follow up its first

A- 4. B}fc)} 63/1 tf1 sucoess against the Illustrious, and for the next few days, when
#&g: File weather permitted, the ensmy ooncentrated on recomnaissanse.
?E;BS 14 Unfortunately these sorties met with little opposition from the

Malta Air Defences, as the German airaraft, by flying at a great
,q height either singly or in suall formations, were frequently
suoceésful in escaping redar detection.
| This period of waiting/ enabled repairs to go forward on the
Illustrious, and also gave the R.A.F, time to determine the
ﬂ.lta./ I1J1/45 location and strength of the ensmy, Glen Martins reconnoitred
the German positions in Sicily whenever possible, and these
sorties were followed up by bombing attacks by;l?l‘hﬂ Squadron on
enemy oscupied airfields. Unfortunately, the enemy force was

too strong and his airfields too widely dispersed for the bomber

(1) The pilot situstion was far less satisfactory, sinoe there
were only twenty-three out of an establishment of forty-
three., As the result of an appeal from Air Commodore
Maynard,however, the A,0.C.~in-C, Middle East decided to
gonvert some of his pilots to Hurricenes, for the defence
of Malta,
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operations to have much effect on his potential effort. According
to enemy sources, on 12 January there were two hundred and fifty-
five Gerwan airgraft in Siocily, of which one hundred and seventy-
nine were serviceable, Tha air units, of which there were ten,

dirfiells.
all under Fliegerkorps X,were distributed over four sescdromes.

At Catania there were eighty bombers, nsarly all serviceable, and
twelve long-range reconnaissance airoraft with only two
servigeable, Iwin-engined fighters were stationed at Palermo
with a strength of thirty-four aircraft of which sixteen were
servigeablae, The dive-bombers, of which there were eighty, with
forty-itwo servigeable, were based at Trapani, while Comiso held
another forty-nine bouwbers with forty-one servigeable. (See
Appendix No, XII),
@ Wellingtons over Sigily
On 12 January Glen Martins of No, 69 Squadron reported thirty-

five airoraft at Catania and that night Wellingtons of No. 148
Squadron attacked the airfield, They claimed at least nine
airoraft destroyed, damaged the runway and set hangars and
buildings on fire, German losses,however,were only ons bomber
destroyed and three dameged, although some Italian machines may
have been hit., Unfortunately the raid cost the squadron two
bombers', including one of the best crews in Malta. Bad weather
pr;avanted further reconneissence sorties unti]f‘,; 5th when photographs
of Catania revealed about & hundred aireraft on the ground, of whidh
twenty-five appeared to be Ju.87:or 885. With them were some
thirty burnt out or badly demeged mschines, During the bombing
attack that night nine Wellingtons of 148 Squadron soored hits on
aircraft and hangars, A priscner of war subsequently divulged
that during these two raids the damage inflioted was:

Three Ju.88sdestroyed by fire

Four He.111s " "o

One Ju,52 " " "

One He,111 seriously damaged

One three-motor Italian transport destroyed

H.Q. Administrative building destroyed
A number of Italian airoraft seriously damaged
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At this time however, there was considersble pressure in

-
% (A} London to divert the bomber effort back to the Albanian and South-

. ﬁ.u_g,é}?i:{l&?/
- East Italian ports. A German invasion of Greece through Bulgaria

H.Q. R.A,P, M.E., was believed to be imminent and it was deocided to give the Greeks
O.R.B, Jan, '

App. 13 maximum support, On 13 Jamuary Air Marshel Longmore informed 7e¢
A.0,C, Malta that the primary targets for the Wellingitons were now
He
to be Valona, Durazzo and Brindisi. On 16th however, the first

heavy raids of the German'blitz'against the Illustrious took place,

and Malta had her first expaeriensce of German dive-bombing, The
results of this raid were sufficiently serious to put defence
before all other considerations and on the following da;!:c.-in-c.
AM, File Mediterransan appealed through the Admiralty for a return to the
N\ 8,6700 1184
previous policy for the Wellingtons. He appreciated the
necessity for a fully pro~Greek polioy, but considered that sinsce
the orders for this had been given, the situation had radically
ﬁ changed, The vital thinggogay was to keep Melta in action'. He
therefore requested that H.M, Government should immediately
oonsider giving first prior_ity to the destruction of the :;aa-
dromes and establishments on which thé dive-bombers were based.
This appeal from the ohief naval authority in the Mediterransan
was naturally nlond concerned with the protestion of naval
units in or asround Malta, From the naval point of view,however,
-~ the safety of the Island itself was also of great strai:egio
importance, since the primary reason for its defence was its value
a8 a base for naval units and for an air component, whose chief
tasks included recomnaissance for the naval forces and strikes
against enemy naval bases and shipping.
The C-in-C's request was agreed to immediately, and until the
M. E.W.I.S. end of the month, No. 148 Squadron concentrated its effort against
”"”'B'/ﬂ ¢/ % the Geruwan-ocoupied m in Sicily, Three further attacks
were made against Catania, two against Comiso and on‘%ﬁu‘\;utta and
Syracuse., During these raids direct hits were obtained on
runways and buildings, hangars set on fire and aircraft dsmaged,

= (See Appendix No., VIII).

/ German
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German Raids Begin
o Malty Tanvany

The first heavy German attackﬁon the 16th ‘was carried out by .
seventy airoraft in iwo waves. The enemy forae, consisting of
Ju.87 and Ju.88 with escorts of C,R.42,made an intense and
determined dive-bombing attack on the Grand Harbour, They scored .
anifme hit on the Illustrious, and one on the merchant vessel
.E_:gse_x,dg; inflicted considerable damage on civilian property.
Four Hurricanes and three Fulmars from the Illustrious went up to
intercept and,with the A.A. guns ,shot down three enemy airoraftf’)
Despite
the heaviness of the attack and the strength of the fighter
esgorts the defending aireraft suffered no ocasuslties.

The smallnsss of the fighter defenge forace arouséd much

anxiety for the safety of the Illustrious,but the possibility of

sending reinforoements to the Island was complicated by the
problem of congestion on the airfields. s In addition to its
own airoraft the R.A.F. was accommodating the squadrons from ths
Illustrious, and in any case the airfields were too small to
provide really satisfactory dispersal for protection against an
attack, Onf?IGth it was deoided that since there were over twenty
Hurricanes and some Fulmars :; the Islend, the 4.0,C,-in-C, Middle
East should be requested to provide six Hurricanes to be flown to
Malte, but that these should be held in Egypt until they were
required to replace casualties., In this way the dangers of
congestion would be avoided to some extent. These Hurricanes
waere flown in to Malta later in the month,

Bad weather prevented much activity on the 17th, but on the
following day the onslaught was renewed, This time the airfields
formed the main objective. About eighty Ju.873and Ju.88s5 with
large escorts of C.R.42y carried out heavy raids on Iuqa and Hal
Far, causing severe demage to the airfields, aircraft and

buildings. Six parked airoraft were destroyed and others demaged,

@ oy cldintd Fo acy capfl JNMQ(
(2) Por details of airfields see Appendix No. XI.
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while two Fulmars were destroyed in the air, Five Hurricanes and
three Fulmars intercepting the raid claimed seven Ju.87 destroyed,
and A.A. guns another three. German regords show only one dive-
bomber destroyed. During the raids Ju.87sand Ju,883y although
esgorted by C.R.42swere scarcely protected by them, and some of
the dive-bombers showed complete recklessness, ecoming down to
five hundred feet to release their bombs,

The pilot situation was rapidly becoming grave, Besides ths
twenty-three Hurricans pilots there were four Fulmar pilots being
converted ta Hurrioanes, The A,0.C. also hoped to raise ons or
two more for conversion from local resocurces, and four from the
T, S.Rf»pilots of the Fleet Air Arm, Meanwhile, Air Commodore
Maynard sent an urgent appeal for more fighter peraonnel to Air
Ministry and Middle East, saying that every pilot sent immediately
would be worth two leter on, He emphasized that it was maw
essential to counter quickly the dive-bombing attacks, The
available fighter effort was putting up & brave resistance, but
the odds, which were five to fifty were toc heavy, and all
rasources were now devoted to the fighter effort to break the
‘blitz)

By the end of that day, however, the 4.0.C. was able to
signai that he felt confident his forges were getting the measure
éf the dive-bombing, The attacks had been noticeably less
determined than those of 16 January, and our cleims had amounted
to eleven aircraft destrbyed by the fighters, and six by the
gunners,, According to R.A.F. caloulations this brought the total
for the three deys of the blitz to thirty-seven while our losses
were two Hurricanes and two Fulmars, with ome orew saved, )

On 19 January this more hopeful estimate of our fighter
capabilities was again justified. Although two attacks were made

on the Grand Earbour and the dockyerd, both were less determined

OF Tospeds Vpotfis Rechoad:sfidnce .
(3) These figures hed been carefully checked and were considered,
. if anything, conservative, but German records show a total of
only eleven aircraft destroyed and nine damaged up to this
date.
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than those of the previous day. Approximately forty Ju.87sand
Ju.88swith fighter escorts ceme over in the first wave, and forty
Ju.885in the seocond, but our fighters and A.A. acoounted for

eight enemy aircraft destroyed and one demaged,

R.A.F. Counter Offensive

In view of the sudoessful defence and the nsed for gontinuing
to use Malta as a Fleet base, Air Ministry suggested that the
reinforcements waiting in Egypt should now be flown in, This was
oconsidered the best policy even if dispersel difficulties should
neoessitate the withdrawel of the Wellingtons for the time being,
and it was emphasised that the first duty of the 4.0,C,~-in-C. was

. sdvgeste dir phrangfh
to maintain s=sdffinisni—adr—taores at Malta for its defence, 7l¢

A.0,C. Malta was loath to part with the bombers ,thtmemex, except
as a last resortyas he intended to contimue using them for hitting
back at the enemy, espscially in Sicily. It was agreed ytherefore,
that they should not be moved unless the situation became aouteA,
#ad flearwhile the A.0.0,~in-C. arrenged to send six Hurricenes and
seven additional pilots on 23 January, Owing to bad weather,
however, these reinforcements did not reach Malta until a week
later (29 January). { ’ The Wellingtons continued th;i.r offensive
attacks on the Luftwaffe in Sicily on the nights 0f,20th and 22nd,
thus mainteining counter-attack as part of the defensce poliay.

On the former night eight Wellingtons attacked Cetanis aerodrome,
cauging & number of fires among buildings, while ox::;2nd 'l;l:\.e~
bomber effort was divided between Catania, Augusta, Comiso and
Syracuse., Three aircraft attacked Catania causing explosions and
fires on a runway and hangars, and a large explosion followed by a
fire on the railway Jjunction., One aircraft out of three directed
against Comiso bombed the target and subsequently attacked Augusta
aerodrome, obtaining hits on both targets areas. A second

aircraft of the same formation attacked Syracuse harbour causing a

large fire,

o-Nlindred and fifty of these
nbars, whereas according to

It was oconsidered the
and one hundred long
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On 23 January the Illustrious sailed from Malta and

subsequently reached Alexandria under her own steam, With the

departure of this target Malta enjoyed a brief respite and there
was little activity during the remsinder of the month.

The *'Illustrious Blitz' was over.
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CHAPTER 6

NAVAL CO-OPERATION AND ANTI-SHIPPING OPERATIONS

Although maintenangs of the fighter defense was the main
oonoern of the air authorities at Malta during the period of
heavy German attacks, other aspects of the air effort '&i not
neglected and the period Januery - May 1941 sew the development
of a gyastematio policy in naval co-operation and anti-shipping
patrols, Beginning with taotical improvements, including a
system of co-operation between reconnaissance and attacking
foroes, and the extension of the sea area under offensive air
patrol, this polioy was eventually extended to embrace an inarease
in the strength of the existing units and the introduction of
superior types of anti-shipping airaraft,

Policy proposals

The proposal for a renewed anti-shipping offensive originated

at a meeting of the Commanders-in-Chief of the three servioes,
which took place at G,H.Q., Middle East on 26 December 1940,
At this meeting the need for inoreased reconnsissance in the
Central Mediterransan was onoe more expressed, with the result
that a Joint signal was sent to the Home Authorities asking
urgently for further reconnaissance airoraft, and long-range
torpedo-bombers to be stationsd at Malta, Meanwhile, as an
immediate step towards improving the situation, it was agreed
that Naval requirements for reconnsissance in the Central
Mediterransan should receive priority asnd that R,A,F. bombing
attacks from Malta should be gorgentrated against ports in
Metropolitan Italy. ,

In their request to the Chiefs of Staff for reinforcements of

reconnaissence aircraft, the Commanders-in-Chief pointed out that

"~ the control of sea communications in the Central Mediterransan was

a matter of vital interest to all three services, Through lack

/ of
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of adequate air reconnaissance and suitable long-distance bomber-
torpedo airgraft, favourable opportunities for navael or air action
were likely to be lost, and reinforcements and supplies would thus
reach Libya unobserved and consequently immune f'rom attack, The

. JA& f‘,‘h
Opemtlons by th.e R.AoF. and F.A.A. against ok

in Ttalian end Libyan ports, although producing good results, were
not in themselves suffioient, and the Commarders-in-Chief ‘
recommended that they should be augmented by the sinking of ships
on passage and at assembly ports. Proposals already submitted to
Air Ministry by the A.0.C.-in-C. were again recommended, They
ingluded the establishment at Malta of one full G,R. Land

Squadron of Glen Martins, and one full T.B./G.R. Squadron of
Beaufort type airoraft.

The Chiefs of Staff agreed in principle to add one flight of
seven I.E, Beauforts to Malta in addition to the flight of seven
I.E. Glen Martins already promised,(1) with five I,R, of both
types. They hoped to dispatch the Glen Martins shortly, but
qould not undertake to allot any Beauforts to the Middle East
Commend for the time being.

As a step towards implementing this dssision,No, 431 Flight
was disbanded during January and No, 69 Squadron formed in its
place, with appropriate increases in its establishment, The
reinforeing aireraft, however, were slow to materialise, By the
end of the month the unit's strength was only four aireraft
(one aircraft having been lost) and only one Glen Martin hed
arrived by the end of February. ‘wo more aircraft were lost
during Merch, although these losses were more then made up for by
the arrival during the month of reinforceing aircraft, which
raised the strength to seven Glen Martins,

Reconnaissange

The operations of No., 69 Squadron during this period consisted

den bl

mainly of preliminary regonnaissance of enemy ports and #ere-

drowmes before and after Wellington and Swordfish raids, There

(1) 12 October 1940, M.E. File S.21299 Encl. 1A

/ were
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were also naval requirements to meet, arnd, in addition, especially
towards the end of the period, the Glen Martins did invaluable
work in discovering enemy oonvoys for anti-shipping strikes by the
R.AF, The strength of the unit,however, remained seriously below )
what was required for the many demands msde upon it, On

22 Februar;",ZA.O.C. Malta confessed he was 'Plind' to the best
objeotives for the Wellington raids owing to the unserviceability
of all the Glen Martins, Until the arrival of the reinforcements
in March, he cculd count on only two aircraft being serviceable on
any ons day, and on some days this was reduced to one., Meamwhile,
the Squadron hed had to teke on the extra duty of reconnaissance of
shipping at Tripoli in place of airgraft from Cyrenaica.

During January the unit had the use of a P.R. Spitfire which
foroed-landed at Malta while on a sorties to North Italy from the
United Kingdom, While in the Mediterranean this aircraft made
some useful flights, mostly photographic reconnaissanae for the
C.-in-C, Mediterransean, Unfortunately it was lost over Italy
early in February.

Enemy opposition to the Glen Martin sorties, when enoountered,
was usmﬁy determined., On several oocasions fighters chased the
Glen Martins out to sea for long distances, sometimes venturing to
within a few miles of Malta, During March, when raids against
Malta were at their height the enemy instituted standing patrols
of fighters round the Island to prevent the aircraft going out and
to intercept them on their return. The fighter forae at Malta
was quite unable to give adequate protection against the helavy
attacks received, and the Glen Martins' serviceability suffered
heavily at a time when the airoraft were badly needed to watch for

enemy airoraft movements to and from Sicily.

Naval Requirements

The contimued inadequacy of air regonnaissance and air
protection for the Navy, and of anti-shipping operations by the
R.A.P. were the cause of grave anxiety to C.,-in-C, Mediterranean
and in February he reopensd the subject with the Admiralty, In

/ his
SECRET



34A and 37A

33A

SECRET 79

his statement of requirements he sought to introduce a new
organisaetion for sea recommaissance similar to the Coastal Command,
in Home Waters, This organisation while co-operating with the
Air Porges, would be independent of R.A.F. control, and would be
provided with aircraft equipped and trained for work over the sea,
This revolutionary proposal which, in faot, sought to establish a
segond air command in the Middle East, was strongly opposed by the
A.04C,-in=C, While admitting the inadequacy of air support the
latter pointed out that under the existing system, air resourcea
were shared out to meet the nseds of all three services to the
best effeot possible., Any attempt to tie up aircoraft of any

type for one specific purpose in a subordinate Coastal Command was
bound to lead to severe wastage of resourges and effort, It
might even lead to the Navy getting less air support when really
neegded, than it was now given. He supported, however, Admiral
Cunningham's request for torpedc bomber and long-distance fighter . -
aireraft,

Prominent among the subjects for oriticism by the Admiral
was the smallness of the effort mounted against Tripoli., He
pointed out that owing to the recent advance of the British
for&es to Benghazi it was now the only port through which the

" ensmy ‘oould be supplied, and he suggested it should be given the

same trestment as Benghazi had received in the past when R.A.F,
attacks had practically precluded its use as a supply port. To
this oriticism Air Marshal Longmore replied that although the
limited offensive against Tripoli was partly dus to the shortage
of bombers, it was not entirely so. Another reason was the
small number of airoraft that could bs employed from Malte, and
this hed had to be further reduced through the temporary
operation of Whitleys from the Island. The airfield at Benina
was also unable to operate more than four Wellingtons although
additional aircraft were available, The settlement of the
question in gensral, however, was left for Air Ministry to

/ dscide
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deocide, and for the moment no further action was taken.
Extension of Anti-Shipping Patrols

An important development in the anti-shipping policy was the
extension of 'Sink at Sight' powers, which was made early in the
New Year. Up to that time, single merchant vessels or small
groups unescorted could not be attacked exaept withih a thirty
mile limit which had been prescribed in August 1940. The
'Sink at Sight' order then drawn up, provided for attacks on any
ships within thirty miles of the Libyan coast, and any Italian
ship within thirty miles of any Italian territory in the
Mediterranean, S;inoe then, however, Sunderlands from Malta had
frequently sighted enemy ships outside these limits end had been
unable to attack them. Furthermore ensmy shipping was constantly
using Tunisian territorial waters in order to evede attack, and
this was @ further hindrance to the interruption of supplies,

The firat step to improve the position was taken on
6 February 1941, when an Admiralty instruotion was issued to the
effect that south of latitude 35° 46' every enemy merchant ship
eould be assumed to be 2 military transport or auxiliary, and
sunk, Towards the end of the month the area was extended to
embrace the greater part of the Central Basin, and now covered the
direof routes from Italy to Benghazi and Tunis, and from Italy to
éardinia.<2) The French government was informed that British Air
and Naval foroes might now take aotion against enemy shipping in
all waters south of latitude 350 46' and French ships were warnsd
not to be at sea in this area between sunset and sunrise. The
'Sink at Sight' area was further extended at the end of April

when our forces were evaguating Greeogs, -
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Tactical Improvements

Suggestions for a more accurate system of attack against
enemy shipping had been brought up for discussion at Malta
towards the end of 1940. As a result & new type of operation
was proposed early in December, to promote the interception of
fast Itelian convoys plying between Italy and Benghazi, The
main feature of this operation was a system of co-operation
between recomnaigsance and attacking airaeraft, Sunderlands of
No, 228 Squadron were to be detailed to find ths convoys with the
aid of A.S.V. apparatus, or, when possible, by moonlight.
Depending on the oaptain's discretion, the convoys oould be
attacked when sighted, but if this course was not followed the
flying boat would have to report the sighting to base, where a
special forge of F.A.A, torpedo airoraft would be held in
readiness to attack. In preparation for this new type of
operation No. 830 F.A.A. Squadron had to undergo a course in
torpedo-bombing during December and the system was not put into
practice until the New Year,

The value and scarcity of Sunderland flying-boats necessi-
tated caution in exposing them to retaliastory fire from surface
vessels, and in order to minimise the risk of loss, the A.0.C.
i.mposéd regulations on their activities against shipping. These
ﬁere:-

(i) No target should be attacked if it appeared that

A.A. opposition was likely to be encountered

(ii) The comparative value of the target was to be taken
into account in relation to the extreme value and
limited numbers of flying boats available,

(iii) Merchant ships escorted by destroyers were not
normally te be attecked in daylight., Attack at
night was to take into account faotors (i) and (ii).

The first combined operations between Malta's reconnaissance
and striking airoraft took place on 27 Jamuary 1941. On that
day a Sunderlend on patrol towards the Tunisian goast sighted one

enemy vessel and two merchant vessels north-east of the
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Kerkennah Bank, Having reported the sighting to base, the
Sunderland shadowed the ships for three hours until the arrivel
of the striking force fram Malta, Seven Swordfish, escorted by
two Fulmars, then carried out an attack with six torpedoes and a
few bombs, One ship of three to four thousand tons was claimed
as sunk, and another of six thousand tons was hit aastern below
the waterline, The sinking claim was confirmed by enemy
doouments, The ship \;vas the Ingo, German, of 3,950 tons, A
segond ship was also reported by Lloyds as damaged, This was
the Caralis, Italian, 3,510 tons. In a congratulatory signal
froan the Admiralty the attack was afterwards desoribed as an
excellent illustration of the correct employment of eir-search
and striking forces.

The Sunderlands oarried out meny more shipping searches,
but nons resulted in the dispatch of a striking foroce, and in
March their activities were cut short by the removal of the
squadron to the Middle East, Their departure was made necessary
by the heavy enemy raids which took place daily during most of
the month and the search duties were then taken over by Glen

Martins and Swordfish,
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RENEWAL OF ENEMY ATTACKS

Variations in Tactics

Early in February the enemy introduced a change of tastics in
the commencement of night raids, From the 8th to the 16th enemy
airaraft visited Melta nearly every night and delivered a total
of eleven attacks in that time., During the first raid, our
fighteras operating one at a time through the eight hours sovering
the attacks, destroyed two Ju.88.s which had been illuminated by
the searchlights, Following this raid it was deoided that three
night fighters should stand by during the hours of darkness to
operate one at a time, on the approach of enemy airoraft. On the
night of the 14th/15th the Grand Harbour, the dockyard and other
targets were attacked by single airoraft in close succession,
and considerable démage was done, Apart from the raid, however,

the attacks were slight and were always carried out by single
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airoraft, These were gensrally Ju.88sand He,111¢whioh dropped
bombs from high and low levels anywhere on the Island or in the
sea nearby., On moonlight nights Hal Far and Luqa were located
an@ repeatedly bombed, and the enemy several times suaceeded in
demaging runwaeys and preventing airereft from taking off, On
dark nights, however, the raiders found diffioulty in looating the
Island and were frequently in the vicinity without apparently
being aware of it. Searchlights had difficulty in picking up
the German night bombersy as,unlike the Itelians, they ook
effactive evad:{}n? action, usually coming in over the target on a
long glide, and getting away by disymhroniing their engines and
changing throttle settings. |
On 12 February, Me.109 fighters made their firat appearance
over the Island, as escort to German bombers, They appeared
again onf:fl 5th, with other fighters, and onf::Sth two formations of
six airoraft came over together, On sighting our fighters the
formations each split into two, ong half climbing above ths
Burricanes and the other dropping below. They sugceeded in
shooting down one of the eight Hurriocanes, and in dsmaging
another two. For the time being daylight raids were Bed ocarried
out almost entirely by fighter aircraft, but although these were
frequently over the Island at a great height, they did not
+e0 K place
invariably invite gombat and few engsgements wems=mads during
the following week.
R.A,F. FEstimate of the Enemy Effort
The disappearance of the dive-bombers for=thke—tims=beoing,
indicated that the sucoessful defense of Malta had defeated to
some extent the enemy's plans, This was commented on in a report
on the first German offensive against the Island written by Air
Commodore T.W. Elmhirst, who was then in the Middle East, He
wrote as follows:-
“The Gerwan attacks on Malte in Jamuary 1941 appear
to have followed very nearly the same programme as the
frustrated attacks on England in August and September
1940, In the first place, detailed reconnaissance flights
were made, Secondly, came low attacks by dive bombers,
/ in
SECRET



35
SEGCRET

in the main by the Ju.87 supported by the Ju.88 with
a small escort of Italian fighters. Thirdly, high
level bombing attacks by day with fighter escort.
Fourthly, night attacks, Ard fifthly, night attacks
with day attacks by fighter aireraft only,

The victory over ths daylight raids on the 16th,
18th and 19th January cen be clessed as epic. The Ju.87
was gompletely defeated and faded out of the picture.

The Ju.88%s alone carried out a further daylight attaak
on 4th February, but wers repulsed with some loss, their
only success being deamage to aerodrome buildings.

The relative numbers engaged and the relative losses
sustained both in the air and on the ground during the
period of the three main attacks are of outstanding
interest.,

Strength
British 21 Fighters 18 Heavy Bombers, Total 39
German ? 200~300 bombers (1) Total 300
Ju, 87, 88 & He.111
Italian ? Nil Total 300
' (approx.)
Losses

British In the air 3 fighters (one arew savedg
2 bombers (one arew saved

On the ground 6

Total 11

German In the air 39
On the ground 35 - 40

Total T - 79 (2)

Credit for the victory appears to be due equally to
the fighters, the counter-attacking bombers and the heavy
and acourate barrage put up by A.A. guns against the low-
flying attacks,

Perheps the main lesson to be learnt is that a very
snall foree of fighters and bombers well handled with a
strong A.A. defenge oan defend a limited objeotive and
defeat an attacking force, even of Germsn airoraft nearly
eight time its size,”

The achievements of ths A,0,C, Malta was recognised on

14 February by the upgrading of his post from the rank of Air

Commodore to that of Air Vice-Marshal. In replying to

ocongratulations Air Vice-Marshal Maynard esteemed his promotion

as a gompliment to the work of all ranks in the Gommand,

(1) This is an over-estimate. See App. No. XIV,

(2) Enemy records admit only 29 aircraft lost snd 14 destroyed

up to 5 February.
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Defence Difficulties

Although the enemy bombing effort had slackened it was
obvious from the frequent fighter sorties that the enemy strategy
was designed to neutralise Malta's small fighter effort, and the
4.0.C. feared thet et=the—presewt—prwwsure the fighter foroe
would not be able to withstand the incessant and inareasing
attacks by superior numbers of aireoraft, He considered that ah
s=nplehe additional squadron was necessary to maintain the
fighter defence, end that this squadron and in fact No. 261
Squedron as well, should be equipped with Mark II Hurriocanes or
Spitfires. He was seriously hampered by the inability to tackle
the Me.109's above the; rated height for the Merk I Hurricans,

The pilot aituation had improved a little, and there were thirty
in No, 261 Squedron. Nineteen were available with another nine
in variocus stages of repair, but the defence was undergoing a bad
patch of regeiving casualties without giving in return, MB the '
fighter force, besides being inadequate, was also constantly
diminishing,

A further difficulty was maintenance, If it was deoided to
send high«performance fighters,it was essentiaq:rom arews
should be provided to service them, With the existing ground
staff, Malta ocould only 'l:s.i:;fee #&dsu Hurriocsnes which
A;.M. Longmore had offered, but in any oase'ﬂ:ﬂ::se would be
insufficient to solve the defence problem, Air bases were also a
problem,but it was estimated that one landing-strip at Safi would |
be ready for use within three weecks.ssd In the meantime the A, O.C.
undertook to contrive to house and operate the much nseded
reinforcements, ‘

The outlook for fighter reinforgements was not, however, :
encouraging,  Although the A.0.C.-in-C., was again instructed that%

the defence of ialta still haed first priority, he was unable to

to his offer of six Hurriocesnes and pilots. Meanwhile there was
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no prospect of immediate help from the United Kingdom. At this
e

Junoture, too,C.~in-C. Mediterransan suggested the withdrawal of
&
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the Fulmars,as they were useless against enemy fighters of
superior performance, Even these asiroraft, however, were :

considered necessary to the defence, as, with the Hurricsnes for
Hll  secasine

cover, they were useful against the Ju,87 which were Wo

encditfand, The me ¥y Ac Feluarny

SRR, ResiwewHamraws] was therefore postponed to await the

A
arrival of reinforcements,

Degline of the Wellington Offensive

The Wellington counter-offensive continued during February
on a diminishing scale. At the begimming of the month,it was
finally degided that ports in Albania should no longer be
regarded as primary targets. As Air Commodore Maynard pointed
out, bad weather had prevented operstions from Malta in the
Adriaticx‘, and recent developments, particularly the German
offensive against the Island,provided full employment for the

bomber squadron, at Naples and Tripoli as well as in Sioily. On

He
No., 148 Sqdn, ‘tBth,however, five of the squadron's Wellingtons were sent to

C.R.B

Nm/j.r.sy/az Q/J,;f
Ssapaadiay

nd
RONES %
M&/ff&'///.?/é’//d7

Middle East Coumand on detachment, This was partly in order to
afford the orews scme well-earned rest, but it was also planned
to make room for some Whitley airoraft which were based on Malta
for a few weeks to oarry out a special operation over Italy. )

On the night of 11 February the Wellington operations from
Maltal recommenced with & raid by four airoraft on Catania, Comiso
'and Gela, while on the night of the 15th, Catania and Comiso were
again attacked, this time by five airoraft. Fires and
explosions were repor:(:ed on both occasions although no results
were observed at Gela,

ﬂof ‘h'me
By &, under the developing anti-shipping policy, offensive

/4
agtivity was also being carried on by the Swordfish. Besides
making attacks on shipping,in ao-operation with Sunderlends and
Marylends, No, 830 Squadron made independent patrols with

torpedo-carrying aireraft supported by other aireraft carrying
Bect

‘flares. Their ﬁd:udkhunting-ground was along the Tunisian

(1) See R.A.F. Narrative: 'History of Airborne Forces'
Chapter II.
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coast, where enemy convoys passed on their way to Tripoli, and
several ﬂfi;xg? mde in these waters, On 15 February, four
Svordfishﬂon patrol towards Sousse,sighted and attacked a convoy
of four merchant vessels and two escorting destroyers. A direct
hit was cleimed on one merchant vessel whioch was believed to sink,
The ship, which was the S.S. iuventus (Italian) of 4,920 tons was
later confirmed as sunk, by Lloyds and by enemy reports, On
13 %a Marylernd on patrol sighted a convoy between Cepe Bon
+

in Tunisia and Cepe St. Vigo in Sicily. Eight Swordfish were
dispatched to attack,but although bombs straddled the convoy no
damage was reported, Other attacks were made ageinst Tripoli.
On 18/19 March, nine Swordfish attacked the harbour in
conjunction with Wellington bombers from Cyrenaica. A direct
hit and two near misses were reported on & 5,000-ton merchant
vessel, besides other demage on the Spanish mole, Lloyds
reported one ship damaged et Tripoli on this date, the M_gé_go_lﬁgg,'
Italian, 1,524 tons, which was hit by a torpedo.

Despite the slackening of their bombing offensive, the enamy
continued the policy of enticing the Hurricanes to unequal combat

with their fighter patrols, and the A.0.,C. Malta was anxious to

receive back the Wellington detachment in Egypt to counter the

incessant enemy activity. In asking Air Ministry to sanction

the removal of the Whitleys, Air Marshal Longmore described the
bomber operations ageinst Sicily as a vitel factor in the defence
of Malta. Air Ministry concurred with his request and the
Whitleys were flown out on 16 February, The Wellingtons,
however, were unable to return immediately, as some of the orews
were delayed in Egypt on medical grounds, and arrangements werse
made for the temporsry loan of five aireraft arnd crews from
Middle East Command, / { Operations were resumed on 20th when four
Wellingtons visited Catania and Comiso, and on the arrival of the
additional bombers, nine aircraft made an atteck on Tripoli on
24th, During the raid explosions and fires were started on the

ocustoms wharf, one ship wes set alight, and two more probably |
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hit, while & lerge fire was left burning on the eastern mole,

end an explosion near the power station caused more fires in the

_ town, Lloyds record one small ship of 64 tons, the Guidonia,

sunk at Tripoli on 25th, This raid cost the squadron one
airoraft. It was also destined to be the last attack of the
series,

For the remeinder of the month the enemy persisted in the

practice of sending over fighters at a great height, and few

. engagements resulted, On 25 February, however, bomber aotivity

recommenced when four Dorniers and an He.111,with an escort of
Me.109's,machine-gunned the flying-boat anchorage at St. Paul's
Bay. No damage was done,but on the following day thirty Ju,87s
and twelve Ju.BBlw:.th an esaort of twenty to thirty fighters
attacked Luqa, They destroyed six aircraft on thed;uvﬁeé:am and
damsged another nine, and we lost another three Hurrioanes in the
air,

For the Wellington Squadron this raid was a disaster., Six
aireraft were burnt out and four rendered unserviceable for periodk
varying between three weeks and three months. The A.0.C, still
hoped, however,to recommence counter-attacks ageinst the enemy in
Sicily. Some of the Wallingtons were still in Egypt, and w:.th
these and reinforcements from the United Kingdom he hoped to
re-bulld the offensive forces. The question of returning taess
these airoraft to Malta e boweyer, rested on the possibility of
obtaining fighter reinforcements to ensure a reasonasble change of
protecting the bombers on the airfield, 1In the meantime, the
A.0.C. decided to carry on with the Wellingtons and to review the
situstion at the end of the moon period,

The practice of making low-flying machine-gun attacks on
m and sea-plane bases persisted during March, and the
tempo of enemy attacks continued %o increase. The raids now had
a dual nature as these attacks were frequently carried out by
fighters escorting bomber formations, Oz:;th, German dive-

bombing approached its former intensity when approximately sixty

/ Ju,87
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P Ju.8%, Ju.88sand Do.2155 with about forty fighters,attacked Hal

- Fer, destroying four airoraft on the airfield, end air forage
buildings. Eleven fighters went up to intercept, and with A.A.
fi?:‘e destroyed five enemy planes at a cost of one Hurricana,
Claims were again greatly overestimated, being sixteen destroyed
and nine damaged,

Removal of the Wellingtons and Sunderlands

This attack was perhaps the most serious yet engountered,

AH, Q. M.E. for it showed up more clearly then ever befors, the inadequacy of
O.R.B., Mar, 41
Appe 5 the fighter defence. The combined attacks by the bombers and

fighters made it impossible for the Malta fighters to aover all
- the targets, and when a similar raid was carried out on 7 March,
A, V.M, Maynard confessed his imability to give sufficiant
proteation to the valuable offensive airoraft based on the Island.;
He advocated the removal of the Sunderlands as well as the
Wellingtons. He adopfed this defensive measure with the greatest
reluctance hoping' it would prove only temporary, but emphasising
that under the Q;:n:% cirgumstances the fighters could not deal
with so vast a task, He desoribed a typiocsl exemple of recent-
raids, which had taken place only that morning, While his
Me.lo Nesserschmitte
fighters had engaged Ma. ighters, other lcwts{had machine-gunned
Sunderlands at their moorings and had attacked Glen Martins
Piama returning from reconnaissance, One of these wes now unservioe-
able and the other had been shot down. One Sunderland was
damaged and the boat guard killed while firing at attacking

airoraft,
The

# ._Crowing Need for Fighter Reinforaements
Although the R,A.F, aircraft casualties were small,each

airoraft lost was a far more serious affair than the loss of two
or three to the Luftwaffe, now that both Air Ministry and the

Middle East Comnand were unable to supply regular reinforcements.

A H.Q., M.E, On 7 March both the Governor and the A.0,C, Malta sent out urgent
O.R.B, Mar, 41
App. 5A and appeals for more aireraft, Since the beginning of the month
- Malta
I toey had regeived no more than the six Hurricanes promised by the
A8 /T T fI3(291
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Middle East, and although these hed replaced,to some extent, the
casualties suffered by No. 261 Squadron, they were not sufficient
to effect any improvement in the situation,

On 1 March 4,V,M. Maynard had stated that under the present
conditions he could not hope to counter effeotively the enemy's
attempt to neutralise Malta's air effort. By. the 7th the
situation had become infinitely worse. In spite of the losses
inflicted on the enemy, his activities were speedily increasing
and assuming a character more and more diffiocult to combat, and
against which only & fighter force adequate in numbers and
performaence could prevail, Taking full advantage of the
inadequacy of the fighter foroce, the enemy was daily bscocming
bolder, smd the A.0.C. feared that without additional fighter
reinforgements the air defenoe of Malte could not be maintained,
and its usefulnsss as an air and naval base would be negatived,
The raids were incessant, and the strain on the limited fighter
personnel very great, and although the pilots had done and wers
doing wonders, help was essential,

These appeals for reinforcements were supported by Admiral
Cunningham. The heavy raid on the 7th had caused damaged to the
F.A.A, Swordfish thus preventing the laying of mines in Tripoli
harbour. Moreover, from the purely naval point of view,the danger
of the enemy's establishing air supremacy over the Island gave
rise to serious anxiety.

In reply to the message from 4,V.M, Meynard, Middle East
promised to feed Malta with Hurricanes as they became available,
and hoped to send a further six shortly., Meanwhile the C.A.S.
informed the Governor thet he was trying to get Mark II Hurricasnes
to Malta but that tranqurt limitations were curtailing supplies,
although the. Island now had first priority in all its nseds., By

Woll n Kund
the 11th arrangements were m&e‘ for the withdrawal of the
Wellingtons and Sunderlands, and m?’s't oféth‘e bombers hed already
left, It was decided that for thet;:ﬁ both types should use
Malta as a refuelling base only, eemiil when negessary.
/ Suffiocient
SECRET



-~
RHBSTaf1]1
,E.W. 1.8,

)

AHBJTTI)12/2¢/
/- it
51A

i

ﬂfld/jl-.f//ol/f;z
Ernifado—itide
Sl

-~

SECRET f2

Sufficient maintenance personnel were left behind to refuél and
maintain Wellingtons using Malta as an advanced base.

Messerschmitts continued the offensive alone on 9 March,
when they machine-gunned Takali airfield, But on:floth the main
part of a night raid on Luga and the dockyard was carried out by
Ju.87sand 88s He.111sand Do.215; while #e.109's shot up the
Sunderlends in St. Paul's Bay. During the next ten days,
however, the ensuy effort fell away, and although hostile
aircraft were frequently over the Island or in the vieinity,
there were few heavy attacks, On:2r1 st Magaohi fighters acted as
escort to a Ju.88 boumbing a naval graft off the Island, This
was the first appearance of Italian aircraft over Malta since
1 Pebruary,

Towards the middle of the month there was anxiety at Malta

(n-mweg) me ()
concerning the protection of a convoy due on 23rd. The ships
A

were carrying important supplies, am/i( a week before they were due, .
A.V.M, Maynard asked the A.0,C.-in-C, to assist their protection
by loaning a squadron of Hurricanes for a few days to cover their
arrival, The object of the defenders was to show considerable
fighter strength during these few days in the hope of inducing
the enemy to modify his bold and harassing tactics during the
unlosding of supplies. Air Marshal Longmore was unsble to
comply with this request, but on‘ ;IBth he sent six Hurricanes to
Malta, depriving one of his own few fighter squadrons for the
purpose,

As had been expected, throughout the period during which the
aonvoy was being unloaded enemy activity inoreased. On 22nd
Ju,88sand Me,.109sattacked the Grand Harbour,while on 23 March two
heavy raids were carrisd out, the first by fifteen Ju,87sand the
second by thirty, both with an escort of Me.109's, Ons Me.109

e benbeas 7%
was claimed destroyed onA22nd and nins ‘"7\ one23rd, but actual
enemy losses were only two dive-bombers, Our losses were heavy,
Pe bupply thips CYy of hncos In v Potrtlrbise Eoh received divee L ¥y,
Iwo Hurricanes were shot down and four were missingx Similer

. 7&e the
attacks were made on 24th, and on;:27th the ensmy instituted
~
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standing patrols of fighters round the Island, presumably to
intercept reconnaissance from Malta, The patrols consisted of
two of three formations of from three to six Me.109's or 410's
some twenty miles off the coast, In spite of the importanse
of this convoy to Malta, however, the enemy attacks did not
approach their former scale, and by the end of March, although
enemy airoraft were daily in the vicinity, it was apperent that
the effort had been reduced.
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CHAPTER 8

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS FROM MALTA

Inoreased Need for Anti-Shipping Operations
April 1941 was an unpromising month for the British forees in

the Middle Bast, It began with an enemy advance from E1l Agheila
which was to continne to the frontier of Egypt, and the long
seige of Tobruk, It ended with the withdrawal of the British
forces from Greesce and the beginning of the final phase of the
Greek Campaign,

The events in the 'Eﬁstern Mediterranean were, practically
speaking, outside Malta's sphere of aativity, and had little
effeat on her operastional duties, The deteriorating situation
in the Desert, however, emphasised more strongly than ever before
the urgenay of interrupting the enemy's supply convoys to North
Africa, Owing to her strategic position athwart the main supply
route, Malta assumed a larger role in this new phase of the.war
and canmenced an offensive campaign against enemy shipping in the
Central Mediterrenean which was an important gounter-measure to
the enforced retreat of the British forces to Egypt.

Provious Attempts in Naval Co-operetion

During the preceding months, preparations for the dispatch
of airoraft in accordance with the poliecy approved in January had
been slow, and only & very few Marylands had filtered through.

In February, the C,-in-C, Mediterranean had protested against the
serious reconnaissance situation in the Central Mediterranean,

He requested that the Beauforts, whose delivery wes being deleyed
while the crews were being trained in torpedo bambing, should be
sant out immediately for use as reconnaissance aircraft only,

The C.A.S., Air Chief Marshal Portal, objeoted to this proposal,
however, and preferred the poliacy of increasing the supply of
Glen Martins for reconnaissance as their range was greater than
that of the Beauforts by twenty-two miles, Four Glen Martins

were sent out during the following months,

/ Oon
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On 11 March Admiral Cunningham renaged his attempt to
prooure the anti-shipping airecraft for Malta, He pointed out
that for olose on two years he had been asking for a torpsdo-
bomber force at the Island to cover the hunting-grounds provided
in the Central Mediterranean. Onsce such & force was established,
he considered that for all practical purposes Libyan traffic
would coms to a standstill, The Swordfish of No. 830 F.A.A.
Squadron were the only airoraft he had et Malta for anti-shipping
operations, and their limited renge severely restricted their
operations.

By the beginning of April the events in the Desert had added
new weight to his arguments and b;r::..th a decision had been made
to dispatch immediately to Malta a forge of six Beauforts.
Seventeen key personnel had already been sent to the Island and
the remeinder, with stores, were expected to reach Middle East
by the end of May. Such was the importance attached to the
neutralisation of Tripoli as a supply port, that it was accepted
that the Beauforts would become a wasting asset owing to the
inadequagy of meintenance facilities at Malta., It was emphasised
that the main purpose of the Beauforts was to be the mining of
the harbour at Tripoli and not attacks on shipping at sea,

With the advance of the enemy to the Tobruk - E1 Adem road

however, @ new problem developed., After the evacuation of the

Wellingtons from Malta in March, they had operated against
Modd le Eact

Tripoli from E1 Adem, with other squedrons of Hﬁ Comnand,

Now, however, it became impossible to operate aircraft from this
airfield, and no base remained from which the Wellingtons could
reach the port. After a vain attempt to obtain longer-range
bombers from the United Kingdom it was decided that, in spite of
the heavy risks involved, a detachment of Wellingtons should
return to Malta to carry on the offensive from there, These

airoraft began to arrive on 12 April and by the 16th ten

airgoraft were operating from Luqa.

/ The
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The presence of the Wellingtons at Luga now complicated the
plans for sending the Beauforts, On 9 April Air Ministry i
proposed to send twelve aireoraft instead of six, a suggestion
readily accepted by Middle East. At Mslta, however, the 4,0,C, !
feared that the consequent crowding of the airfield would invite "
heavy enemy attacks unless the Wellingtons were removed and it
was agreed to return to the original proposal of sending six only
Flans were thus completed for the dispatch of the aiiqraft, when
on’:?IGth instructions were issued for the cangellation of the |
flight, |
A New Policy Initiated 1

This last minute reversal of plsns followed the announoemnti

{

of 2 new overell policy for interrupting the enemy's lines of

comnunicetion through the Central Mediterranean, On 16 April

the Prime Minister issued a directive to the Comnanders-in-Chief ,
Middle East, in which were laid down the methods and foraes to be‘-
employed in the new effort to interrupt enemy supplies, It was
pointed out, first of all,.that if the enemy were allowed to |
continue to nourish the invasion of Cyrensica and Egypt they

would certainly be able to bring superior armoured forces to bear;
on our armies, with very serious consequences, If, however, theix
sea communications were cut, and those along ths coast road
between Tripoli and El Agheila constently harassed there was no
reason why they should not themselves sustain a major defeat.

The directive went on to enumerate the tasks 'of the various
forces in the Middle East under the new plan. The Mediterranean
Fleet, under Admiral Cunningham ,was to stop all sea-borne traffic
between Italy and North Africa by the fullest use of surface
oraft, aided, so far as possible, by aircraft and submarines,

For this all-important objective heavy losses in gattleships R
éruisers and gestroyers s were, if necessary, to be aacepted. The
harbour et Tripoli was to be rendered unusable by reourrent
bombardment, and blocking and mining, while enemy convoys passing
to and fro from Africa were to be attacked by Eruisers R gestroyers

s
and ﬁubmarines aided by the Fleet Air Arm and the R.A,F, Every

/ convoy
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convoy that got through would be considered a serious ;{aval
failure,
In order to control the sea communications across the
Méditerranean,it was necessary that suitable naval forees should
be based on Malta, To this erd the highest strength was to be

maintained in fighters of the latest and best quality thai the

dindcatds . . 1
Malta m’\could contain, pes Fhe duty of affording fighter!
proteotion to the Naval Forces holding Malta was to haye priority:

dirboalds
over the use of the ssssdusmes by bombers engaged in a/ttaoking

Tripoli.
In acoordance with this directive the delivery of the
Beauforts was canocelled, snd the priority for delivery,

originally assigned to them, was given to fighter aircraft, The,

idea of establishing anti-shipping airoraft was not given up, _
however, and at the Chiefs of Staff's meeting on 23 April it was
proposed that a detachment of Blenheims should be sent to the
Island to oarry out attacks against shipping on passage. This
type of aircraft was more pragticeble at this time,as it would
not be hindered by the shortage of torpedoes at Malta, ard also,
there were more Blenheims aveilable than Beauforts., The
Blenheim flight was, however, to be contingent on minelaying
operations in Tripoli harbour by the F.A.A. Swordfish. It wes
agreed, that the tactios of sinking ships in transit was more
effeative and involved less effort, than any other form of supply‘
The Yoee Gl of The Nava ! Hiff
ocutting, WHWEIRS. ,\for example believed that a suocessful attack

on a ship in transit by an airgraft was worth more than the

affort of fifty aircreft against the same cargo when safely

Communications

erations Mgainst En

(e) Operations Bgainst Iripoli

During the last three weeks of A};:'i}”ghe greater part of the
offensive from Malta was carried out by ke £ 1llington detachment,
With the help of informetion gained by Glen Martin reconnsissance

/ sorties
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sorties, ths Wellingtons mounted six attacks,all against Tripoli,
during their stay at Malta., Yo begin with the number of airoreft
operating was small, and in the first raid, on the night of
13"bh/14th only three bombers took part. DBombs straddled the
oustoms house and the power station and many others fell among
shipping in the harbour, setting fire to a large merchant vessel
which was left burning fiercely. On the following night four
Wellingtons attacked the garbour setting another ship on fire and
sooring hits on the ocustoms wharf on the northern mole and on a
breakwater east of the customs house.

By 16 April more bombers had arrived at the Island, and on
the 16/17th seven Wellingtons took part in the attack in
co-operation with two .Swordfish of No. 830 Squadron, ons of which
ocarried flares and the other a torpedo. Several bombs hit the
Spenish mole,causing a heavy explosion and a fire,while another
bomb hit a medium sized tanker in the harbour causing an
explosion and setting fire to the vessel which burned fiercely
for over an hour, The results of the torpedo were unobserved,
but Lloyds recorded one vessel of 149 tons sunk, the Romagna.
0;::81:11/1 9th and 20721 st eight Wellingtons took part in two raids
on Tripoli, the second being the prelude to a naval bomberdment
of the harbour at dawn, Results were not observed in the first
attack,but in the ‘seocond several fires were started. According
to Lloyds, 0:‘50/21 st during either the air or surface force
attack the It:llian ship Marocchino, 1,524 tons was sunk.w The
ship. had been seriously damaged in an air raid from Malta on
19 March, The last two raids of the series took place on 7he
237’}241;11 and 24/25th and were carried out by only two Wellingtons
each night, a further two Wellingtons being prevented from teking
off on the first occesion by an enemy raid, and on the seoond by
bad weather. On the night of the 23rd bombs were dropped among
shipping and an explosion was observed on the south side of the
harbour, On the following night hits were scored on the oustoms

warehouse, and sei}alane hangars and govermnment offices were

stramidled. A large fire on the Spanish mole was still burning

) kistfed ar chkoned wrfR Mo ﬂa—,w{ ﬂ'm*y. / when
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when the airoraft left the target, 1In order to make room for the
Blenheims and Beaufighters the detachment returned to Egypt on /e
27th and 28th having carried out over thirty sorties against
Tripoli without loss to themselves.

Despite the losses inflicted by combined navel and R.A.F.
attacks, the ensmy continued to ship supplies and reinforoements
to Tripoli. By the end of April he had succeeded in strongly
reinforeing his army in Libya, and our defences in the Western
Desert were seriously threatened by the weight of the forces he
had been able to throw into his advance across Cyrenaica, The
Wellington effort against Tripoli had infliated demage on the
harbour facilities,but this was not enough, and it was decided to
augment the attacks on the harbour with the mining of the harbour
entrance and its epprosches by Swordfish. Meanwhile, attacks on
shipping in trensit could be carried out by the Blenhe:i;m
detachment.

The mining operations by the Swordfish against Tripoli began
on the night of 2 May and were continued on the following four
nights and agein on‘1‘0th. On every occasion one aircraft
carried flares, the other being armed with a single mine each.
Owing to various difficulties, mainly in locating the target, the
airoraft were not always able to plant their mines, but during
the series of operations thirteen out of fifteen mines were laid,
On night of:‘2t5th Swordfish laid two mines in Lempedusa Harbour,

(b) Arrival of the Blenheims

The Blenheim detachment, consisting of six aireraft of
No. 21 Squadron, arrived at Luqa on 27 April. To avoid heavy
maintenance commitments it was arranged thet they should be
returned, and replaced by six others from the United Kingdem
before major overheuls became due, and that this system of
replacement should continue for the following detachments for the
time being, It was emphasised that the sole purpose of the
Blenheims was to attack enemy sea communications, and a senior
commander was sent out with the flight to act as the A.0.C.'s
adviser on the conduct of all operstions, the technique of which

/ bad
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had been highly developed. ‘The detachments wers all chosen from
Squadrohs of No. 2 Group which was responsible for the conduat of
similar operations against shipping from the United Kingdom.

The anti-shipping ocampaign which now begsn was, in its first
month, carried out mainly by the Blenheims, although Swordfish of
No. 830 Squadron undertook seversl operations against convoys, as
well as the mining operations at Tripoli. ?oth units, however,

owed much of their success to the Marylands of No. 69 Squadron

whose reconnaissance petrols were invaluable in seeking out

shipping targets for the striking foraes to attack. Reconnais-
sance was, in faot, a vital part of the new offensive and the
Maryland Squadron, which had not yet been reinforced sufficisntly
to answer all the day to day requirements from various sourass,
was now given additional and specialised duties to perfom.
(¢) The Part Played by Reconnaissange P

Up to the end of March the tasks of No. 69'( had consisted
mainly of the long-distanse patrols to Greece, South~east Italy
and the Ionian sea, with occasional speciel reoonnaissence of
enemy ports, Towards the end of the month these duties had been
increased by the enforced departure of the Sunderland flying-
boats to the Middle East, and although the Squadron was
reinforced by four airaraft in March, it was still below estab-
lishment in both personnel and siroreft. At the beginning of
April little change wes made in the patrol routine,but as the
month progressed the Marylands became involved in the new policy .
for ocutting enemy sea communications, and the nature of the
reconnaissance duties began to change. Patrols to Western
Sicily, Cape Bon and the east Tunisian coast became more 4
frequent and began to replace those to the eastward, On‘goth a
system of westward patrols was ordered by Middle East by whioh.
it was hoped to obtain accurate informetion about the movemsnts

of shipping. From then on Marylands from Malta were to patrol

(1) Previously these airoraft were called Glen Martins
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Palermo and Trapani twice weekly, and, forty-eight hours after
these patrols, they were to carry out photographic reconnaissanoce
of Zuara, Tripoli and Misurata,

+ By that time the Marylands were reconnoitring over the
eastern sea route from Sicily to Tripoli nearly every day and
frequently three different parts of the routs were patrolled in
one day in separate sorties. This meant a considerable inocrease
in the Squadron's activities compared with the daily patrol
eastward which had been the average for past months, On
24 .Apr:il':‘A.O.C. Malta reported that the Mber of Marylanis weer
available was unlikely to be sufficient to meet the increased ‘
oalls for reconnaissance caused by the removal of the Sunderlands
and the recent decision to make greater use of the naval base at
Malta, Out of an establishment of 7 I.E., 5 I.R., the Squadron
had seven aireraft of which one was written off, That night,
enemy raids reduced the number of serviceable aireraft to five,
the sixth being unservicesble for a long pericd. Air Ministry
oould do little to help howsever, With & few exceptions, all the
Marylands available had been allotted to Middle East and Malta,
and the majority of them wers then en route via Takoradi, and
although it was hoped that two would be ready to fly out from
England by the end of April, others were being held up by
:;ePairs. The situation improved slightly when the squadron took
over a Mark I Hurricane for use on short patrols, mostly over
Sioily, and a second Hurrioane was aaoquired ‘in May for training
purposes,

Towards the end of April No. 69 Squadron patrols westward
tdwards the Greek coast and the Ionian Sea became fewer and fewer
and early in May a new system of reconnaissance for these areas
was introduced, Marylands of No. 204 Group, in the Western
Desert, operating from Matruh were to patrol to Zante, then alter
course for Malta, alighting there at the end of the patrol, A
segond aircraft was to leave Malta at the same time and carry out-
the patrol in reverse, This new system left No, 69 Squadron

/ free
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free to carry out patrols to the westward of Malta,

The new patrols by No. 69 Squadron were undoubtedly
successful. Hardly a day passed without one or two sightings
being made, ranging from small merchant vessels to large escorted
convoy or oruiser and destroyer forces. During April little
immediate use could be made of the information thus obtained,
but with the arrival of the Blenheims in May a system of
co-operation between them and the Marylands resulted in many
attacks on shipping by the Blenheims,

(a) Blenheim and Swordfish Strikes

The Blenheims commenced their operations on 1 May, when
six aircraft made a bombing attack on a 3,000-ton merchant
vessel arid a destroyer near the Kerkennah Islands, Three
direct hits on the destroyer and one on the merchant vessel
caused both to stop but no reports of damage or sinkings were
made by Lloyds. On the following day a hundred and forty miles
S.9W. of Malta four Blenheims attacked a oonvoy of two destroyers,
one patrol vessel and six merchant vessels, obtaining hits on
one destroyer and three ships of 8,000, 4000 and 2,000 tons,

Beaufighters from Malta escorted the Blenheims on 7 May
when five airoraft attacked eight small merchant vessels near
Pantelleria. Hits were scored on two vessels, both of which
were left listing badly and the damage was later assessed as one
vessel of 3,000 tons sunk, and two of 1,500 tons damaged, The
sinking is not substantiated by enemy doouments.

The Swordfish made two attacks during the month. On the
7th four aircraft set out to make a torpedo attack on a convoy
sighted by a Maryland outside Lampedusa Harbour. When the
Swordfish arrived, however, the convoy had entered the harbour,
and although a torpedo was launched through the harbour
entrance, no results were seen, On the night of 12/13 May four
Swordfish were dispatched to attack a convoy of merchant vessels
and destroyers north of Tripoli. A destroyer, and a merchant
vessel of 8,000 tons were believed hit, and a heavy explosion

believed to be
was observed on board the latter which was be ;

0
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badly damaged. No damage was reported by Lloyds. Swordfish
also planted ﬂ:l:wo mines at the entrance to Lampedusa harbour on
the night ofﬂzesth.

One attack was carried out by Wellingtons during the month,
when, on the night of the 10th, four aircraft visited Tripoli
harbour, Hits on the Spanish mole resulted in an explosion and
several fires, but results of bombs dropped over the harbour could
not be observed. Three of the Wellingtons taking part were on a
ferrying flight to the Middle East, the fourth was one of No. 148
Squadron.

The Blenheims of No. 21 Squadron left Malta for England on
1l May and were replaced on the 16th by a detachment from No. 139
Squadron. These commenced activities on the 22nd when four
airoraft bombed a merchant vessel near Pantelleria, This vessel
had been hit by a submarine torpedo., Eight direct hits resulted

in four explosions and much smoke, and the vessel was confirmed

as sm:gb
e was the Italian ship, Perseo, 4,857 tons. On the

27th a small vessel of 500 tons was attacked off the Kerkennah

Islands by two airoraft, and was left apparently on fire amid-
ships, No report was made by Lloyds.

By now the Blenheim detachment had been augmented by an
additional flight of airoraft. It had been proposed early in
the month that the number of aircraft should be made up to twelve,
but the increase had had to be delayed until a consignment of
Wellington reinforcements had been passed through tof: I;idd.‘le East,
On 13 May, however, the A.0.C. reported that he was able to
receive the additional flight as well as the replacement flight

/from
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from No, 139 Squadron which was now due, Arrangements were made

. for the dispatoh of the second flight, and five aircraft of

No. 82 Squadron arrived on 21 May, a sixth having been lost in
the sea erroute, By that time also, extra maintenance personnel
had reached Malta, thus reducing considerably one of the R.A.F.'s
mein operational problems,

Two Blenheims were lost during an operation on 26 May when
five airoraft of No, 82 Squadron and one of No. 139 Squadron
bombed a convoy a hundred and forty miles south of Malta. The
airoraft obtained a total of seven direct hits on two ships of
6,000 and 8,000 tons. Enemy reports show that the 6,342 ton
ship, the Marco Foscarini, Italisn, was sunk. Towards the end
of the month the operations were directed against shipping in or
near Sfax. On the 28th a merchant vessel in the harbour was
attacked by two Blenheims and the violent explosion which followed
suggested that a cargo of ammunition had gone up. The ship which
was the Rabelais, french, 4,999 tons was damaged. On the 30th
Blenheims attacked two merchant vessels outside the harbour,
scoring nine near misses, and on the following day one of the
ships was seen in the same position, The attack was repeated,
and the ship sank. This ship was the 3,314 ton cargo vessel
Florida II

May 1941 had seen the development of the first anti-shipping
operations from Malta. The Elenheim force had already been
inoreased since its arrival, and further additions were soon to
be made, while the Swordfish Squadron had carried out a concen-
trated mining offensive against Tripoli harbour as well as
taking part against shipping at sea. Supporting the activities

of these two units No. 69 Squadron had developed a system of
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patrol along the enemy sea supply routes which produced more
information that could be acted upon, while at the same time it
kept a constant watoch on the vital port of Tripoli,
Operation 'Tiger® and Beaufighter Activities

During the first two weeks of May there was much activity
by the Fleet in the Central Mediterranean in connection with
operation 'Tiger®™, the sailing of an important convoy to Egypt
D.0. Folder from Gibraltar., At the same time two smaller convoys were
A48T 35/27

expected at Malta. Considerable risks were taken in sending the
convoy through the Mediterranean at a time when the Luftwaffe was
so muoh in evidence, but it had been decided that these were
justified in view of the urgent need for armoured reinforcements
in Bgypt. To provide the merchant ships and the heavy naval
esoorts with air protection over the most dangerous parts of the
route, a detachment of Beaufighters of No., 252 Squadron was sent

to Malta. These wess
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were instruoted to provide air escorts to the ships over the
Sioilian Narrows end as far to the east of Malta as their range
pernitted. While the convoy was within forty miles of the
Island, the protective patrols were to be taken over by Hurriocanses.
Besides the protection of the convoy by fighters, a further
important duty was allocated to the R.,A,F., at Malta during the
passage of the convoy., This was t}}e banbing of those enemy
airfields in Sicily which were occupied by Ju.87 aircraft, It
was suggested that heavy and contimmous attacks should be made on
ons or more nights just before and during the oritioal period, .
For these raids it was proposed by the Air Ministry that a
detachment of Wellingtons of No. 148 Squadron should return to
the Island, It wes also intended to send six of the Beaufighters
to Malte in advance of the rest, to give protection to light naval
foroes operating in the vicinity.
Bad weather delayed the departure of the Beaufighters from
England, however, and finslly all fifteen left for Gibraltar on
1 Mey, Thirteen aircreft reached Malta on the 2nd, and another
two on the 5th, These last had replaced an aircraft which had
had to turn back and another which had forged-landed en route.
The first task assigned to the Beaufighters was to provide escort

for the steam ship Parracombe due at Malta from Gibraltar on

5 May, It was intended that the Beaufighters should cover her
approach from first light until her arrival in port, but although
two flights of airoraft. set off to meet the vessel no contaot was
made, and it was later learned that she had been sunk by a mins on
the 2nd, On the 7th Beaufighters acted as escort to Blenheims
which set out to attack a convoy reported by a Maryland on
reconnaissence, and on the same day, Beaufighters escorting a
Maryland on patrol engaged an Itelian S,81 near Linosa and shot it
dowm,

As the time for Operation 'Tiger 'drew nearer, Air Ministry
became increasingly anxious to smploy all measures to ensure the
safe passage of the oonvoy. On 4 May, the C.A.S. requested the
A.0.C.-in-0. M.E. to oonsider whether the meed to bomb ani shoot
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up Sicilian airfields, on the nights during which the operation
was being carried out, would not justify the temporary congestion
of Malte by Wellingtons, He felt that since the operation was
So important, great risks should be taken to make any extre
contributions to its security. Air Mershal Tedder was quite
willing to agree to this suggestion if the A,0,C, Malta was able

to operate the airoraft, and he proposed sending eight Wellingtoms

‘to Malta for the purpose, From Malta's point of view, however,

there were grave drawbacks to such an arrangement, Although

A, V.M, Maynard was quite willing to accept the risk of congestion
at Luga aercdrome for so importent a purpose, the real limitation
at Malta lay in the scaroity of personnel for the maintenance and
handling of siroraft, He reminded A.M, Tedder that there were
approximately only a hundred and twenty men for the operation

and maintenansce of six Blenheims, thirteen Beaufighters and five
Marylends, and for the refuelling of reinforaing airoraft in
trensit. If Wellingtons, with their heavy maintenance,
refuelling and bombing requirements, were added, scme other kind of
operation would have to be saorificed, Furthermore, there were
now six Sicilien airfields which might be employed as bases for
attacks on 'Tiger', and with the shortage of regular reconnaissance
the contents of these airfields were largely unknown,

A further drawback was the severe limitations set on night
operations by enemy reids, On these grounds, A.V,M, Maynard
oonsidersed that the Wellington effort possible from the Island
would be quite insufficient to reduce appreciably the potential
enemy attack on the 'Tiger' convoy, while the effort entailed
at Malta would be out of all proportion to the possible results
and would seriously affect the likelihood of success of
other operations, He suggested, instead, dusk attacks on
the aercdrames by Beaufighters, This would call for more
Beaufighters if they ocould arrive in time, but they were
immeagurably easier to maintain than Wellingtons, In the event
of the dispatch of either type to the Islerd, however, more

/ persormsel
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persomnel would have to be supplied for the Jjob.

Unfortunately, by ﬁ:t it was too late to send more
Beaufighters in time for 'Tiger'. Consequently Air Ministry
adhered to the policy of operating Wellingtons from the Island,
with personnel sent from Middle East and with information gained

arrfill
from special reconnsissance of the vtrmdrsmes, immediately prior
to the operation. Owing to the acute situation at Malta,
however, and to his own need for Wellingtons for opsrations in
Cyrenaica during 'Tiger', A.M. Tedder decided against sending
aireraft of No, 148 Squadron to Malte., Instead, A.V.H, Maynard
promised to try and operste six Wellingtons which were due from
Gibraltar, and Middle East arcanged to send a hundred men for
maintenance,  Only four of the bombers arrived in time, however,
and these did not operate until the night of 10 May, when four
aimraft_; attacked Tripoli in compeny with mine-laying Swordfish,

Onf:;th two flights of Besufighters carried out patrols as
escorts to the convoys,but the passage of the ships was made
unusually secure by poor visibility, a rare phenomenon in the
Mediterranean at that time of yeer, Although enemy siroraft
were often in the viginity of the main convoy, few discovered it
and the major part of the defence was carried out by Fleet Air
Amm Fulmars, The two Malta convoys however, were dive-bombed in
harbour shortly after their arrival, and the Beaufighters and

at reratt,
A.A. guns brought down three of the attacking g¥=mes.

To contribute towards the safety of the 'Tiger' convoy on
the remainder of its journey1:A.0.C. Malte asked Air Marshal
Tedder foz: permission to use the Besufighters ageinst the
Sicilian qus, a suggestion which had already been msde by
Air Ministry, His proposal was agreed to, and 013:1(01:!1 nins
airgoraft were dispatched to shoot up the esirfields in a low-
flying attack, The first three Beaufighters achieved complete
surprise in their attack on Cstania, where they shot up three

olusters of He.111 and one of Ju.88's, At Comiso elso, complete

surprise was achieved, and Me.109s and bombers were attacked,

/ three
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three of the latter, and two other airoraft being set on fire,

A second raid was made on Comiso by the last three Beaufighters,
which had been deteiled to operate against Gela. Having failed °
t0 locate their target these, atiracted by the smoke from Comiso,
followed up the first attack. They observed one large fire and
other smaller ones, and attacked a group of twin-engined
airgraft, setting some on fire, During this second attack
intense light A.A, fire was experienced ,but although fighters

and bombers were seen in the air near both airfields, at neither
place did they put up any opposition to the R.A.F. fighters,

As the main convoy neared the end of its journsy to Egypt it
became necessary to provide for its protection while unloading,
Owing to the recent events in the Desert and the meny demsnds for
sircraft made em=it from Greece and Palestine, Middle Fast Command
was very short of Hurricanes, and it was arranged thet Malta

by #afisy
should provide a flight for the oriticel period, The Island A“
had a more adeguete number of fighters and in any case & large
consigrment was expected within a week or two through Operation
'Splice' (see Appendix No. IX). Furthermore,the dispatch of
the Hurricenes would help to relieve the congestion on the
airfields caused by the arrival of Blenheim and Bsaufighter
detachments. Thus, for the first time since the begimming of
the war, Hurricanes reversed the journey aaross tbe Mediterranean
from Merse Matruh to Malte,
Further Employment of the Beaufighters

The successful employment of the Beaufighters encouraged 74t
A.0.C. Malta to experiment with them as night fighters during the
ourrent moon psriod. His proposal, which was accepted by the
A.0.C.-in-C. , was to operate them off Sicily where they would

awalt enemy eircraft returning from raids on Malta, Patrols

rhe th’
were carried out by two aircraft on the nights of 412th and 13thL
3
but no interceptions were uade,
/ The
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The Beaufighters had mew been at Malta for a fortnight, on a
tewporary basis, end it became necessary for a decision to be
made for their future., On 8 May Air Ministry had asked Middle
East for an opinion on the possibility of returning the detach-
ment at Malte, snd both A.M. Tedder and A,V.M. Maynard were very
anxious to retain the aircraft. Apart from the possible use of
them in night fighter defence,the Beaufighters could be of great
value in the offensive against enemy convoy traffic, They
could be used for the protection of destroyers and of Blenheims
operating against protected convoys, and could themselves attack
air trafiic between Sicily and Tripoli as well as the Sicilian
aerodromes. Consequently Air Ministry agreed that Melta should
keep the aircraft and promised to send about twenty skilled men ]
direct from the United Kingdom, z

On the day this decision was ot;mmunicated to Malta, however,?
the rapidly deteriorating situation in Crete had provided & new
figld of activity from Malte, On 14 May A.M. Tedder infomeg: f
A.0.C. Malta that for the impending attack on Crete the enemy }
had assembled on the airfields around Athens large numbers of
German aircraft of all types. The prospective scale of the
attack, seten, thereforek,?such, that it was necessary to examine ‘
every possibility of breaking it up before it was launched, and he;
requested A,V.M. Maynard to con‘sider the possibility of operating“
Beaufighters against selected m in Greece. To this
plan A,0.C, Malts readily agreed, and it was arrsnged that nine
Beaufighters should be dispatched to Heraklion aerodrome in i
Crete on the following day, Their arrival was to be timed for '
sunset, and they were to take off again before dawn, deliver |
their attack at first light and return direct to Malta.
Unfortunately enemy raids prevented the departure of the Beau-
fighters, which, however, took place on the following dey. From:
then on the operations went forward without a hitch, At dawn on

aia s
17th the Greek memmiremes of Hassani, Moleoi and Argos wers
attacked by three flights of three airasraft, At Hassani twenty
Ju, 52
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Ju.52s, twenty Me.109s and four H.S.1268were machine-gunned, and
at Molaoi groups of fighters and bombers,badly dispersed on the
airfield,were attacked, Two fires were started smong airgraft
and motor-transport at Argos whers Me.109sand 11Qsand:u'52.sﬁere
shot up., Owing to the speed of the sorties results were
unassessed, but many aircraft were hit and damage was believed to
be considerable. One Beaufighter feiled to return from Hassani,
but the remaining eight aircraft arrived safely in Malta, although
four of these had been damaged.

Following the return of the Beaufighters from these
operations A,V M, Maynard recommended the temporary transfer of
the aircraft to Egypt. Before their flight to Crete the
Commanding Officer of the Squadron had estimated that the
aireraft could not saefely do more than another twenty hours'
flying without renewal with spare parts, and SEeSESEER§ mainten-
ance limitations threatened to ground the Beaufighters, Besides
being anxious to send these valuable fighters to a safer base,
the A,0.C., also needed all the available airfield space for
passing through to Egypt @ large consignment of Hurricanes which
were due shortly (see App. No. IX). It was subsequently
arranged that all available Beaufighters should be sent to Egypt
to carry out further duties as esgort to the Fleet, and of these
four were to escort some of the reinforoement Hurriganes from
Malta. It was also decided to dispatch a further fifteen Beau-
fighters from No. 272 Squadron in the United Kingdom, to assist
in these operations irth&iddle Bast., These reinforcements were
perticularly necessary (iex@y as, during its sojourn in the
HMediterranean,No. 252 Squedron had lost 515{ Beaufighters through
enemy action at Malta, and one missing over' Greece,

Although it was necessary, for the timev being,to send the
Besufighter detachment to the Yiddle Eest, the aircraft hed
proved so effective at Malta, that the question arose whether a
unit should be based there permenently. For the time being,
however,the idea of operating Beaufighters from the Island was
dropped, although the subject remsined under consideration far

the future. /
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CHAPTER 9

THE FND OF THE GERMAN OFFENSIVE

Enemy Aotivity in April

In spite of the edditional forces which operated fron the
Island during April 1941, the enemy raids seldom reached their
former intensity, although the continual presence of hostile
airoraft in the vioinity kept our fighters perpetually on the
alert, Altogether there were only four raid-free days during
April and the mmber of fighter and bomber sorties amounted to
more then two hundred and fifty, The ineffectiveness of the enemy
attacks, as compared with their frequengy, was considered a tribute
to the A.A. and fighter defence, although casualty figures were in
favour of the enemy, On the 11th two engagements took place.
In the first, two Hurricanes intercepted eight C,R..42s which were
oiroling the Island and later in the day a large formation of
Me's and Ju,88s approached the Island, One enemy airoraft was
destroyed for the lost of two Hurricanss, On the 27th Me.409s
destroyed a Sunderlend with machine-gun fire, while on the 29th
Ju,88s with an escort of Me's attacked the dookyard, only one Ju
being shot down, The heaviest raids took place at night,
notebly on the 12th and 13th, and on the 18th airoraft were over
the Islard for three hours, On the night of the 29th epproximately
seventy Ju,88s and He,111s came over Mslta in a six-hour raid which
was direoted mainly against the Grand Harbour, erd this attack was
repeated on the following night by about thirty-five aireraft.

Although the enemy raids were less effective then hitherto,
there was no sign of further abatement of the effort, and the
persistence of the offensive, which was now in its fourth month,
was telling heavily on the defences and, more serious still,was
threatening the offensive operations from Malta, By 23 April
the Vice-Admirel was doubtful if he ooculd keep the herbour open,
and by 30th he reported it was beooming useless for ships at

night without inourring the gravest risks,

/ Improvements
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Improvements in Fighter Strength

During April however, the fighter situetion at Malta was
considerably improved by the arrival of two deliveries of
Hurriceanes by aircraft oarrier.(1) On 3 April twelve Mark II
Hurricenes were flown in, and owing to their superior performance
these proved particularly useful in dealing with the Me,109. On
27 April a further consignment of twenty-three Mark I Hurricenes
arrived resulting in the over-establishment of No, 261 Squadron by
thirteen pilots and by Hurricsnes on the basis of sixteen I.E.,
eight I.R. The A.0.C. was now anxious to form a second fighter
squadron, but the shortage of personnel st Malta precluded the
possibility of forming it from existing resources. The prop.osal
wes ,however,supported at Air Ministry and H.Q. Middle East, and it
was arranged that ground personnel were to be provided in the
first instence by Middle East, and replaced later by reinforcements
from the United Kingdom. The new squedron, N{:. 185, wes formed
at Hal Far on 12 May, Thus was completed .&%tl step towards

the improvement of the Pighter Defence.

Failures in Fighter Defence

Despite the incressed strength of the fighter force, the
first weeks of May constituted a diffioult period at Mslta. The
enemy continued M¥8 operations against the Island on much the same
scale as before, but the Hurricanes were disturbingly unsuccessful,
This, according to A.V.M. Maynsrd was largely due to the
inexperience of the pilots., By 2 Mey the best flight leaders had
been lost, and of the rest ssventy-five per cent were inexperienced.
In a message to Air Ministry the A,0.C. pointed out thet it was
partiocularly unfortunate that untried pilots should have been sent
to Malta, because the defence of the Island, which wes operated,
as it were, from a pinpoint, presented peculiar difficulties, and
it was no plece for beginners to learn the essentials of fighter
technique. Conferenses were constantly held for the study of
conditions and tactics, but these did little to improve the

situation, and the result was the continued loss of pilots and

(1) oOperations'Winch'end'Dunlop! For details
of these and similar operations see / veluable
Appendix IX.
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valuable aircraft. The effect of this on morsle wes beaoming
all to evident.

Convinced that these perpetusl failures were due primarily to
the lack of experienced leadership in the air, and, to some extent,
on the ground,A,V.M, Maynard pressed Air Ministry to send out
fighter persomnel of proved ability and experience. In his
estimation the minimum number of pez:sonnal necessary for
stabilising the situation included & Squadron Commander, and five
flight leaders, while a Wing Commander, with recent fighter
experience, to assist and guide the fighter control was also bedly
needed. The A.0.C.-in-C added his support to Malta's requests,
affirming that the fighter effort had been and was being gravely
wasted, owing to the lack of experience of German tactics ami of
fighter tectics generally, and Air Ministry agreed to send out
five flight leaders.

Mearnwhile investigations at Air Ministry into reports fram
Malta on Germen raids, showed that the enemy was employing the
same high-flying tactics as hed been used over Great Britain in the
past, and it was suggested that Hurricenes should be employed to
make fighter sweeps over Sicily to foroe the German fighters to
teke the offensive. In the past, however, the limiting factors
to such operations had been the difficulty which pilots
experienced in finding the island on the reiurn journey owing to
short R/T range, and the small number of pilots end aircraft
available, It was understood,maw, however, thst V.H,F, R/T was
to be supplied shortly(1) and the A.0.C. hoped that this, coupled
with the increase in strength, would sllow the Bur:icanes to make

offensive sweeps over Sigily,. In the meantime it was arranged

(1) Hitherto the Hurricanes had been operating on H.F. R/T
(TR.G.D. equipment)., This low powser set had insdequete
range for operations over Sicily from Malte, and homing
courses from Direotion Finding stations on the island were not
usually obtainable., The new V.H.F.R/T equipment (T.R.41133)
which had been in use in the United Kingdom for nearly a year
was a big improvement, and pilots flying above 10,000 feet
over Sicily could rely on obtaining s homing course from
Malta, For further details of this R/T equipment see R.A.F.
Narrative: Signals in World War II, Vol. IV Part 3.

/ that
SECRETT



Y e‘ég’i ré/c///\?_.z
Sy

23, 2k, 25,

A.M, File
S.36003/11
574

A1 File
S.36003/11
56A

594

(f

SECRET

that Beaufighters, then temporarily based et Malta, which were
equipped with V.H.®. R/T, should cerry out the attacks in place of
the Hurricanes,

During this pericd the Me.109s which were frequently over the
Island, out manoeuvred the Hurricasnes to an alamming extent.
Frequently the Hurricanes were unable to intercept them, and when
an engagement did :fke place the heavier losses were suffered by
our fighters, On[;}th two Hurricanes were shot down, end onfih.th
another two, a2 further four being demsged on the ground, erd on the
night off:h.th and on?éoth 8 Hurricane was destroyed in the air,
All these enemy successes were achieved without loss. Up to
9 May, however the enemy admitted the loss of three dive-boabers,

one bomber and two long rasnge reconnaissance gircraft.

Plans to Improve the Air Defence

On 12 May the A.0.C. was informed that Wg. Cdr. Halahsn was
being sent out to help the Fighter Defence over its difficulties.
He had had very modern experience in Fighter Comnerd end it wes
hoped he would be of grest assistence, particularly agasinst the
Me.109s. These continued to provide the worst problem which the
fighters had to tackle, for besides being fitted with oannons which
made them particularly dangerous as opponents, they were well
annoured and consequently very difficult to destroy. In addition
they now carried bombs, and A,V.M, Maynard considered that unless
this could be countered by successes against them, the local
morale, which wes already in a questioning mood, would be difficult
to keep healthy., As the Mark I Hurricanes were quite inadequate
sgeinst the Me.109s the brunt of the air fighting had fallen
recently on the Mark II, of which there were only seven left out
of eighteen reaeived.

e

On“l}th A V.M. Maynard reported to Air Ministry that the
enemy fighters, lcd by old hands, were getting more daring every
day, and he suggested that serious consideration should be given
to the dispatch of & crack Spitfire Squedron with & nucleus of
ground personnel, No. 261 Squadron which badly needed 2 rest and

/ refit
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refit af'ter a long and arduous period of stress, could then be
rerlaced. The A.0.C. ended by emphasising that if the present
fighter situation continued, it might produce most serious
consequences., His present persistcnce was the result of no
sudden panic,but the situation had been developing despite svery
effort to arrest it, and the failure to do so gelled for drastic
remedial action,

Air Ministry replied with assurasrces thet immediate steps
were being taken to provide all possible assistance. Although it
was impossible, as well as impracticable to supply Spitfires,
twenty cannon Hurricenes were being sent as soon as possible and
twenty eight-gun Hurricanes were being included in the next
delivery of reinforcements, As an immediste measure it was
advised that on the arrival of these Hurricanes through Operation
'splice!, all the pilots of No. 249 Squadron which waes one of the
best squadrons from Fighter Commend, should be retained at Malta
to replace those of No. 261 Scuauron who should proceed to Egypt
for rest.

In spite of the immediate response to Malta's requests,
however, opinion at Air Ministry was thst the position was less
grave than the signals portrayed. The Chief of Air Staff, Air
Mershal Portal in particular thought it unlikely that the failures
of the defence were due to inferior aircraft. The Hurricene
Mark I, although outclassed at extreme heights could challenge the
Me,109 at sixteen thousand feet and below and it was at these lower
heights that most of the combatsjover Malta were fought, The
failure of the pilots he considered was due to fatigue rather than
to inexperience, Considerable importance was also attached to
deficiencies in the higher control which had only Jjust come to
light., An example of these was the overcrowding of the Central
Operat'ions Room, In it were controlled all air activities over
Melts end in the neighbourhood, as well as the control of guns and
issuing of air raid warnings. Maltas was auvised that experience

in the United Kingdom showed thst the close control of fighters
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must be by one controller, concentrating on this duty in en
operations room specially provided for the purpose.

The End of the Offensive

As the month progressed, however, the situation at Malta
began to improve, The Germans began to withdraw some of their
forces from the Mediterranean in prepasration for the attack on
Russia, Units of the Fliegerkorps X begen to move from 3icily
early in May, and to the relief of the ifalta defences enemy air
attacks became less heavy and less frequent. Betwee;::Bth and fhe
27th the msjority of the German eair units were sent to North
Africa or to Greeoe where they replaced other units which were
taken out of the line to take part in the Russian campaign. On
I, June the last of the operational units left Sicily, and the
German offensive was over, Towards the end of May a semblance of
air warfare was kept up, and large nuambers of aireraft approached
the Islsnd daily, but few formstions crossed the coast, and the
bombing of the sea around :alta became a familisr feature of the
period.

While the air battle for ialts died down, in the Middle East
the invasion of Crete was increasing the tension of an elready
deteriorating situstion, Fighters were necded there ma&, rather
then in Malta, and, since the success of the carrier reinforcement
Operations 'Winch' end 'Dunlop' in April, it had been decided to
extend the use of this method of reinforccment for the supply of
fighters to Egypt. The operations were to be conducted on a much
larger scele, and it was planned by this means to provide the
Comaand with up to @ hundred and forty-eight Hurricanes by the end
of May, (see Appendix No. IX). A.H.Q. Malta was to be
responsible for the onward transit of the sircraft. // On 21 May
the first consignment arrived at Malta (Operation 'Splice')
totalling forty-six Hurricanes. Seventeen were forvarded to
iMiddle Esst that dey, and twenty-five on the day following.
Included in the reinforcements was No. 249 Squadron, one of the

) As Aas almady b Asfed, dn
best Squadrons of Iighter Comuend. @ the advice of Alr Ministry

the pilots were retained at Malta to provide the experienced

/ personnel
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personnel so badly needed for leadership of the fighter defence,
The pilots of No. 261 Squadron proceeded to Egypt in their stead,
to enjoy & well-earned rest.

Conclusion

The last waeks of May 1941, sew the end of the first German
air offensive against Malta, TFor close on five months the
Luftwafife had made persistent attacks on the Islend in an attempt
to neutralise its effectiveness as a navel base. Throughout the
period of the offensive,ho-ever, navsl surface oraft anmd
submarines had used the port as a base from which to attack enemy
shipping, The Island's air defenae, despite the weight of the
enemy attacks and the superior iypes of aircraft employed, had met
the continuocus raids with determination and had acoounted for over
fifty aircraft destroyed end as many damaged. By the end of the
month Hurricane reinforcements had incressed the fighter stréngth
to two full squadrons, and a policy for the repid reinforcement of
Middle Esst and Melta had been initiated., Thus from the
defensive point of view the island was well-equipped compared with
its position at the beginning of the offensive.

Perhaps the most striking achisvement,however, was the
continuation of offensive aativity by the R.A.F, throughout almost
the whole of this pericd of atiacks. During January and February
this activity had been directed mainly against the enemy air bases
threatening Malta, although Tripoli was never left unattended for
long. In April and May, however, the attacks were switched over
to enemy shipping, Blenheim and Swordfish strikes were msde
against the enemy seas supply lines between Italy and North Africa
in the face of heavy raids by the Luftwaffe, These attacks were,
however, but the prelude to a new aggressive campaign from the
Island., The departure of the German Air Forge from Sicily
marked the begimning of & lull in enemy operations which was to
last for over six months. Malte seized the opportunity thus
afforded, and, in the next phase of the war the R.A.F. developed
an offensive campaign,

[Pt w
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PART IV
MALTA ON THE OFFENSIVE - JUNE TO DECEMBER 1941

CHAPTER 10
OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS FROM MALTA - JUNE TO SEPTEMBER 1941

The Strategic Situation

At the beginning of June 1941, British fortunes in the
Mediterranean were at a low ebb, Everywhere our grip on the strategic
bases in the Eastern Basin seemed to be relaxing in favour of the enemy,
The withdrawal of the British contingent from Greece at the emd of April,
and the subsequent evacuation of Crete at the end of May had provided the
Axis air forces with bases from which to attack British shipping between
Malta and Alexendria, while protecting their own convoys between south-east
Italy and Benghazi. The transfer of these bases to enemy hands also
limited the activities of the British Mediterranean Fleet., During the
operations for the evacuation of Crete, naval units had suffered heavily
from air attacks, and it was now recognised that without adequate fighter
protection it was impracticable to operate units of the Fleet within range
of enemy bombing forces. 1In the Desert, the enemy advance launched in
April had penetrated beyond the frontier of Bgypt, and a line had been
ostablished as far east as Halfaya. Except for Tobruk, which was still
garrisoned by British troops, Cyrenaica was held by the enemy, amd the
loss of the coastal air bases had further reduced the radius of R,A.F.
operations over the Central Mediterranean, and Tripolitania., In June, the
British forces in Egypt, their army heavily reinforced by tanks and
A.F.V's sent through the Mediterranean by special convoy, had launched a
limited offensive, "Battleaxe™ in an attempt to relieve Pobruk., But
the project had failed, and as both sides had used up their strength, the
situation in the Desert reached a stalemate,
Future Policy

On 18 June 1941 the Chiefs of Staffs met to review the situation

armd to determine further strategy. It was accepted that the
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renewal of the offensive in Cyrenaica remained the chief objeotive
of Middle East strategy, but it was recognised that mo offensive
could be launcheq without a period of respite in which to fulfil
urgent requirements in reorganisation, reinforcement and training.
At that time, not even an approximate date was fixed for the
commencement of the offensive, but it was estimated that the interim
period would cover at least two months. Under preasure from
@eneral Auchinleck, C.=in-C. Middle East, who desired a very large
measure of preparation, this period eventually extended to five
months and "Crusader”™ did not take place until November.

For the interim period, the situation postulated the policy
of preventing an enemy build-up to compete with the British. This
meant, first and foremost, the throttling of enemy communications
between Italy and Libya, a task which fell to the Navy and the
R.A.F. The limitations of such operations by either Service
working from Egyptian bases have already been indicated. Egyptian
based squadrons were not favourably placed for anti-shipping
attacks, and although Benghazi and other Gyrenaican ports were
within their range, the fooal supply port of Tripoli was well
beyond ite During June and July most of the few anti-shipping
sorties flown were in connection with the Syrian campaign then
waging, although from September onwards Blenheims based at Fuka and
later, long range Swordfish from Cyprus,commenced attacks on small
vessels employed from Greece.

In this situation Malta became the strategic centre of the
Middle Bast war, and the main base for the offensive against enemy
supplies. Tripoli and the enemy supply route west of Sicily were
within easy range of the air striking forces in Malta, and although
large stretches of the Ionian route were at the extrems range of

Queerd L5k
the Bwrodfieh, the eastern approeches to Tripoli were well within

Flat AL Al
range of MA.‘a:imra.ft as well as Blenheims. During the gummer,
therefore, the air striking force at Malta was futher increased,
and new types of aircraft introduced to improve the effioiency of

offensive operations.

/Defence secssce
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Pefence Considerations

If Malta was to assume so important a role in the Middle East
war, it was only reasonsble to expect that the enemy would become
inoreasingly aﬁxious to neutralise its Consequently, the question
of defence, esgainst attempted capture by sea and air, as well as
against heavy and concentrated air attacks, assumed a new importance.
There were, besides, two additional causes for anxiety in early Jume:-
(i) the enemy had just successfully accomplished the first large-
scale airéporne operation in the war (11) his acquisition of air

bases in Crete and Cyrenaica, by limiting the movements of the Fleet

ﬂ..":’}g'e(gej/ll to the Eastern Mediterranean,had deprived the Island of one of its

Coe. Th firsteline defences. Previously, when appreciations for the
defence of Malta had been mede,it was considered certain that, in
the event of an enemy landing, the Fleet would intervene within a
few days. Now, however, it seemed likely that if an air-borne
landing was attempted, the enemy would be eble to support it with a
seaborm/attmk, ageinst which the rapid intervention of the Fleet
could not be counted :;o:n.

S—Ptle On 6 June the Governor of Malta, in reviewing the altered
lond . THA situation in the Mediterranean, submitted these considerations to

the War Office, end with them his proposals for improving the
defence of Malta to meet the scale of attack‘f:;: envisaged. He
recalled that until the fall of Crete and the loss of Cyrenaica
the supremscy of the Fleet in the Mediterranean had been regarded as
one of the Island's first-line defences. Accordingly, the loss of
local air superiority had been relustantly accepted, but now the
seriousness of such a situation had become apparent. Since Malta
was now more than ever important for the defence of Egypt,the likeli-
hood of an eremy attempt to neutraelise it was increased, and it was
therefore essential to prepare the defences to meet an attack.

He considered the lessons for Malta #s=imazm from Crete were
the necessity of (i) maintaining fighter aircraft in operation, (i)
dealing with parachutists instantly before they could establish

centres of resistance and before others arrived, (iii) preventing
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any airfield or landing ground from falling into enemy hands, (iv)
repelling a seaborne attack which would probably synchronize with
the airborne attack. 1In order to fulfil these objectives,con-
siderable reinforcements were needed including a third fighter
squadron, with suffioient reserves on the spot to replace casualties,
increases in artillery and A.A. guns,with sufficient Army and Air
Force personnel to man defences at both beaches and airfields.

The Commander in Chief also pointed out that defence considera-
tion apart, it was necessary to make sure Malta did not fall through
lack of supplies. With the exception of aviation spirit and fodger,
he considered that existing stocks should, with the greatest care,
last until January 1942 provided no serious losses were sustained
through enemy ection. The existing stocks of aviation spirit should
last about three months. The C. in C. Mediterranean hag,however,
introduced a shuttle service with submarines by whioh these stocks
would be alightly augmented. The Governor considered that if a
single ship could bring in about one thousand tons of aviation
gpirit and two to three thousand tons of specialised stores and
ammnition on two occasions during the summer months,the position
would be satisfactory. If it could be found possible, however,
to resume the running of convoys to Malta by September at the
latest,this would pre'vent supplies falling to a dangerously low
level from which it would be diffiocult to build them up.

The Governor"s telegrams were considered by the Chiefs of
Staffs at their meeting on 7 June, when it was agreed that his
requests must be met as far as possible while there was still time.
If necessary a special operation for delivering men and meterial
would be arranged. The Joint Planning Staff was instructed to
prepare a plan for the reinforcement of Malta, and General Wavell,
C.-in-C. Middle East,vwas asked to supply extra battalions from
Bgypt for the ground forces. (1) 0on 18 June it was gecided to
dispatch a special convoy to Malta, %.8.9(c), which should cover

all the military reqiirements of the Island for at least six months.

/In
: the moment
1) In his reply General Wavell pointed out that at
:g.t was practically jmpossible to send a convoy to Malta from

Egypt.
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In view of the new situation in the Mediterranean the Air
Staff agreed to provide a third fighter squadron for Malta, and
personnel and eight monthe spares for this were included in the
convoy. Other important R.A.F. items in the convoy were personnel
for servicing the Blenheim detechments and for the operations rooms,
technicians, general personnel for the completion of establishments
and reliefs, and essential spares for the maintenance of aircraft.
The Hurricene aircraft and crew for the fighter squadron were to be
flowm in to Melta from a naval carrier as soon as possible.(l)

Although, strategically, recent developments in the Mediterranean
had rendered Malta's position more precarious than m, it was
now reasonable to consider that the Island's immediate future was
secured from further heavy German attacks, by the departure of
Fliegerkorps X from Sicily. It was, consequently, of the greatest
importance that this opportunity should be taken to strike at the
enemy's lines of communication from the one base now available. At
the same time, in view of the reversed situation in the Mediterranean,
every precaution against future attacks was necessary. The recent
German blitz had stimulated Air Ministry to increase the fighter
strength at Malta, so that in May it had been possible to form a
second Hurricane squadron. The decision in June to provide a
third squadron was not carried out until the end of the month, but
until then the Island was allowed temporarily to retain the crews
and aircraft of No. 46 squsdron, which arrived at Malta on 6 June,
en route to Agﬁdﬂle East. - Thus, on the cess:tior‘} of the German
attacks, Malta attained a new high level in kj.r Iefence. P
intensify the offensive against the enemy's supply routes it was
decided to increease the Blerheim detachment by four aircraft. With
these and the Swordfish, Joined when practicable by Wellingtons, a
sustained campaign against enemy shipping and ports was built up.
Ihe Background to Operations

F.ANM. C.8., A F.

At the end of May 1941, Air Vice-Marshal Maynard was succeeded
M.cly I Fc.
as A.0.C. Malta by Air Vice-Marshal H.P. LloydK Previous to his

/appointment

(1) Operation'Railway’ See Appendix IX.
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appointment to Malta, Air Vice Marshal Lloyd had been Senior Air

Staff Officer in No. 2 Group in England. Since the beginning of
lroup

the war with Germany, this Pwup, although a part of Bomber Command,

had been primarily concerned with the war at sea., Its squadrons

Bomber Command were equipped with Blenheim IV aircraft, and the tasks allotted to

/ 0. L6/5
/1/40}11.{55 /

them were almost exclusively strikes against shipping on passage and
raids on enemy ports, perticularly those on the Dutch coast occupied
by the enemy. It was from these squadrons that the Blenheim
detachments to Malta were dravm. The new A.0.C., therefore, brought
with him experience of great value to the build up of the offensive
against the enemy supply routes between Italy and North Africa.

On 25 May, the date of Air Vice-Marshal Lloyd's arrival in

Malta, the air forces in the Island were as follows:s=

Luga No. 69 Squadron Maryland
Noe. 82 Squadron het. Blenheim IV.
No. 139 Squadron Bet. Blenheim IV.

Hal Far No. 185 Squadron Hurricane
No. 830 Squadron F.A.A. Swordf'ish
No. 46 Squadron Hurricane

Takali No. 249 Squadron Hurricane

During June and July, No. 148 Squadron Detachment Wellingtons,
operated from Luga, and on 28 July No. 126 Squadron, Hurricares,
arrived at Takeli, completing the recently augmented establishment
of three fighter squadrons. The aircrews of No. 46 Squadron were
absorbed into No. 126 Squadron on 30 June,

The Malta airfields were‘ﬂt‘::;‘ filled to their operational
capacity.w At a meeting at the Admiralty, held on 13 May, it had
been agreed that five squadrons could be accommodated at Mﬂta,
although the Director of Plans at Air Ministry contended that four
and a half was the maximum that could be operated.o) A more serious
drawback to the operational development of the command lay, however,
in the shortage of maintenance personmel. In his requests for
reinforcements the Govermor included over two thousand five hungred
Army and Air Force personnel awaiting tran-shipment to Malta from
Egypt, and it had been requested that additional personnel should

[oe
(1) This, however, was rapidly increasing with the continuces

i i ing total of 352
the airfields, until the astgniah:.
::3:35%32 ?ﬁpproximately 600 front-line aircraft) was reached at

the time of the "Hugky" invasion, in July, 1943.
SECRET




A.M. File
S.71800
184

AM. Pile
8.36003/11
76A

A M. Pile
S.36003/11
798

SECRET

be sent with the convoy from England. A further problem ,
rendered more acute by the increase in aircraft numbers, was
dispersal. Following the heavy raids of the Luftwaffe, the policy
of building underground hangers had been brought up in May for
reconsideration. ) It was decided however, that work on the
hangars, which, in any case could be used for the Fleet Air Arm
aircraft only, was bound to slow down both the building of the stone
pens used to protect the more modern types of aircraft, and also the
extengion of the airfields. Consequently the plan was relinquished
and work was ooncentrated on the construction of pens and dispersal
areas. By 20 June Air Vice-Marshal Lloyd was able to report that
all aircraft had been moved off the airfields, but even so, consid-
erable development was necessary to ensure ajequate dispersal.

When that was completed it would still be necessary to erect pens

in the new dispersal areas and to dig trenches for the men.

In spite of the steady improvement which had been maintained
since the beginning of hostilities, conditions were very different
from those the A.0.C. had been accustomed to. In a letter to The
D.C.A.S. dated 30 June he described the chief drawbacks, which were
mainly due to the shortsge of personmel. Intelligence was particu-
larly handicapped. At Luga, which was used for the through traffic
to and from the Migdle Bast, as well as for its own ;)?erational
units, there were two Intelligence Officers. 'r:ih'i;.-j:,whioh was
used as a fighter station day and night, had one Intelligence Officer.
Hal Par, operating a fighter squadron by day and the F.A.A.
Swordfish by night, also had only one Flying Officer Intelligence.
None of the three stations possessed an Operations Room Officer,
g0 the duties had to be combined with Intelligence. The new A.0.C.
brought in wives of officers to do cypher work, thus releasing five

officers for other auties. These could not all be passed to

/Intelligence

(1) This question had formerly been raised in September 1940,
Seo=Arpemidx.

SECRET



A.V.M., Lloyd's
Personal
Account

n.rn. £ ‘/(
S. 724 /Adr
138

(nk
SECRET

Intelligence, however, as the administration of the stations was
also in a serious condition, and officers were needed for it.
Salvage was a further difficulty, many damsged and destroyed aircraft
were lying on the airfields, a danger to flying, because there was
no Salvage Section to remove thems The A.0.C. therefore formed a
section from naval artificers from the Pockyarde

The Operations Room at Headquerters was in grave need of
reorganisation. It consisted of an underground cavern at the
end of a long winding approach. In the room was one big table
on which were plammed all operations againat shipping at sea as
well as the fighter operations. The wall at the far end of the
room had been curtained off with hessian from a width of about eight
feet and this strip was partitioned by more hessian into cubicles
to form offices. The A.0.C's cubicle was very small, and the
Senior Air Staff Officer’™s, although twice as big had to accom-
modate three clerks as well. The Fighter Controller had to con-
centrate his attention on the plots on the table, while members of
other branches of the staff were giving operational orders over the

telephone., Three days after A.V.M. Lloyd's arrival, however,

Headquarters and the operations room were moved to a new site.

Pighter Defence
The presence of three fighter squadrons on the Island mede

possible a considerable degree of reorganisation in the defence
systems It was now practicable to relegate one of the squadrons

entirely to night duty, while the other two stood by during the day.
/To
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o@be*%wa—etee&—by—&ﬁ&ng—the—&ey} Tb begin with, No. 249
Squadron, based at Takali, and No. 46 Squadron at Hal Far, shared

* the daytime operations, while No. 185 Squadron, Takali, with a

strength of nine operational night pilots and five Mark II
Hurricanes were responsible for all night operations. WNo. 249
Squadron were informed they could apply for night operations when
they wished.

The new organisation introduced by the A.0.C. provided for a
standby of twelve operational day fighter pilots from dewn to dusk,
and four night pilots from dusk to dawvn. T achisve maximm
dispersal, six aircraft of No. 249 Squadron were flown to Safi air
strip every day shortly before dark, and collected and flowﬁ:‘;:l:
davn. Day fighter aircraft not on the line were widely dispersed
during the day and night, and the line aircraft at night. The
aircraft of No. 185 Squadron were maintained at Safi for dispersal
by day and flown to m;\at dusk, returning to Safi at ].'zzm.K& IO‘n
the arrival of No. 126 Squedron, which was accommodated at Pmlmdd,
No. 46 Squadron moved from Hal Far and was disbanded and absorbed
into the new squadron. No. 185 Squadron moved to Hal Far at the
end of June.

In his letter to Air Ministry in which he described conditions
in the Island, A.V.M. Lloyd wrote:=

One bright spot, which really matters. The flying
crews.are magnificent ..... The fighter pilots at 7a Kal(
falwds stand by at immediate readiness each day in the
boiling sun, in a single fly tent ..... They then take
off at immediate notice - go to twenty thousand feet. I

asked the contrastor to build a suitable place at once,
and he said it would take three months to buila.

Enemy Activity
During June enemy activity remained on a small scale, and no
heavy raids were experienced. Daylight activity conaisted
mainly of reconnaissance sorties by single bombers with fighter
escorts but several attacks by small formations of fighters and

tertl plect, #e
bombers eErE—exparisncad. On 7th twelve Me,1098 came over, four
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of which mede a machine-gun atteck on Hal Far,while the remainder
formed a defensive circle above. Although Hurricanes were unable
to intercept the enemy, no damege or casualties were suffered. On
9 June four Hurricanes intercepted four S.79s passing west of Malta.
They destroyed two of the enemy and severely damaged the remaining
two for the loss of one Hurricane, the pilot of which was saved.
On the 1llth, when Hurricanes of No. 46 Squadron intercepted .:‘
S.79 with an escort of five Me.1l09s, the S.79 was shot down while
the fighters made off without engaging. One Hurricane was lost.
Onf:?l.2th several combats took place when :ﬁ 8.79 came over on recon-
naissance escorted by six Me.109s and 6 Mecchi 200s. Righteen
Hurricanes of Nos. 46 and 249 Squadrons went up to intercept, and
A.A. engaged heavily and accurately. Combats took plase at 16
to 17,000 feet. No. 249 Squadron engaged first and claimed one
Me.109 confirmed and one unconfirmed. No. 46 Squadron claimed two
Macchi 200s confirmed. R.A.F. losses were two Hurricanes of No. 249
Squadron, one pilot being saved. Later in the morning an Italian
resoue flying boat (red cross} three C.R..42s and one Macchi 200
were ghot down by Hurricares, :&E of which was loat but the pilot
savede On 18 June nine aircraft which approached the Island were
intercepted by Hurricanes of No. 249 Squadron. Six of the enemy
turned back when five miles from Gozo, but the remaining three were
attacked by Hurricaness One Macchi 200 was destroyed and another

ot
probebly. The loss of one Hurricane and pilot wasmt, due to enemy

y 4
action. On 25 June nine Hurricanes each of Nos. 249 and 46
Squadrons went up to intercept é\ 8.79 escorted by fifteen Macchi
200s. No. 46 Squadron attacked and damaged the S.79 whose under-
ocarriage was later seen to be down. Two Macchis were shot down.
On 27 June e} S.79 oroased the Island escorted by eighteen Macchia
in three formations and a further formation above. Eighteen
Hurricenes went up, nine of which engaged the enemy over the Island,
while further combats took place over the sea. Fo. 249 Squedron
aid not engege, but No. 46 Squadron claimed six Macchis destroyed,

two prosbly destroyed and one 5.79 damaged. On 30 June eleven
Macchi 200s approached Malta and were engaged by Hurricanes of

MNo. U6
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No. 46 Squadron Squadron, two of the enemy being shot downe
No. 249 Squadron was up but did not engage. On several other

Jwid
occasions during #iiasand the following month fighte:yhere unable

to engage the enemy through lack of height.(l)

Puring June No. 185 Squadron cerried out all night=fighting
operations except for four days during which No. 249 Squadron took
over. Enemy attacks were not heavy, although aircraft were over
or near the Island on most nightse On 6 Juns No. 185 Squadron
became a night fighter Squadron and ceased to exist as a day unit.
On the night o::?th, a pilot of No. 249 Squadron intercepted a
B.R.20 before the searchlights illuminated end chot it down. Two
other aircraft of the seme squadron attacked an jlluminated air-
craft which was believed to have forced landed in the sea on the
way back to Sicily. On several occasions, when enemy airaraft
came over,interception by fighters was impossible as the search-
lights did not illuminate the aircraft. On other occasions poor
vigibility, which was frequently due to ground haze, prevented
illumination.

The first day interception in July was made on the morning of %t
Lth when a formation of twenty-five Macchi 200s,escorting a recon=
naissance aircraft ,approache;:within ten miles of the island.
Pour Hurricanes Mark IX of No. 185 Squadron, which had returned to
day fighting at the beginning of the month, intercepted the enemy.
One Mecchi was destroyed. Ten more Hurricanes, Marks I and II
were sorambled but were unable to gain height quickly enough to
attecke During the raid a cannon Hurricane was used for the first
time by No. 185 Squadron. On 11 July twelve Hurricanes of No. 185
Squadron engaged over thirty Macchi 200s which carme over in three
formations, and shot down three aircraft. The enemy mevertheless
succeeded in maghine-gunning Luga airfield, and ore Wellington
was burnt out and four others and two Marylands damaged. The

ollowi

(1)) This was due to inefficient ground control. (BeblLpudd
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following extract from an Italian account of the raid was given,
without comment, in the Malta Daily Intelligence Summary.
The great offensive activity of the enemy has met

effective reply in the daring action carried out by our

light forces against the principal airport in Malta.

cessssFive twin engined bombers of the Vicker Wellington

type were set on fire, one of which loaded with ammunition

blew up into the air ...... our escorting aircraft were

engaged by Hurricanes from above. In the course of the

most violent combats four enemy machines were shot down,

two at Hal Far and the other two crashed into the water

ten kilometres east of Marsaxlohk ¢...... this encounter

in which more than a hundred machines were engaged is

one of the greatest battles among air forces composed of

fighters that has ever been fought in the Central

Mediterranean «.es... None of our planes were lost .....

The total enemy losses amount to nine enemy mechines

besides an unascertained number of others.

On 17 July eight Hurricenes of 249 Squadron and eleven of
185 Squadron went up to intercept a recommaisgsance aircraft with
an escort of fifteen Macchis. No. 185 Squadron was too low to
attack, but No, 249 Squadron pursued the raiders to the Sicilian
coast and shot down two Macchis and damaged a third for the loss of
one Hurricane. On the morning of 25 July a further attempt was
made by the enemy to reconnoitre the Island. This time the
aircraft consisted of one &79 and ome B.R.20 escorted by about

Sprrehih, ‘dpfbce

twenty Macchis. On the previous aay‘ a long awaited convoy of
supplies for Malta hed arrived from the United Kingdom, @) and
having hed little success against the transports while on passage
the enemy now displayed great curiosity concerning their disposi-
tions in the harboure The Hurricanes, however, were equally
determined to deny the enemy the information they desired. Twenty=-
two aireraft of Wos. 185 and 249 Squadrons intercepted the formation.
The B.R.20 was attacked by several pilots of Wo. 249 Squadron who
last sew it making for the sea with smoke pouring from it. This
aireraft was then attacked by No. 185 Squedron which set the port
engine on fire. It was then seen to break up and dive towards
the sea, morth-east of Malta. The S.79 was attacked by four

pilots of No. 185 Squadron end crashed into the sea. Three

Maochis were also shot down.
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After this rough treatment the enemy steered clear of the
Island during daylight, and for the last few days of the month
confined their activities to the hours of darkness. Night raids
were usually slight throughout the month, although enemy aircraft
were over on most nights. On several occasions, although the
searchlights illuminated, Hurricanes were unable to engage because
they were too far from the enemy aircraft to overtake them before
they were lost. On other occasions confusion was caused by

072 T

Wellingtons which failed to we(‘ their I.F.F. (1) vwhen return-

ing from night operations during a raid.
Operation "Substance”

The period 23-26 July was an eventful one for Malta. It
covered the arrival of an important convoy from the west, and,
after the ships hed reached the Island, an Italian seaborne attack
on the Malta harbours. It has alreedy been seen that in June,
in response to representations from the Govermor, the Chiefs of
Staffs Committee decided to take the risk of sending a convoy to
Malta through the Western Mediterranean, with supplies for six
months. The cargoes were carefully prepared with a view to the
primary requirements of all three services and civilians, and the
convoy consisting of five transports and a troopship, entered the
Mediterranean on the night of 20 July. Unfortunately, the
troopship carrying urgently needed personnel for Malta, went aground
at Gibraltar and the convoy had to proceed without it. Preparations
by the R.A.F. at Malta for the reception of the convoy included
the reinforcement of No. 69 Squedron with three aircraft from the
Middle Bast to bring the unit up to its established strength, the
temporary retention at the Island of reinforcement Hurricanes en
route for the Middle Bast, the arrival of eleven Beaufighters of
Nos., 143, 252 and 272 Squadrons from the United Kingdom and Mjddle
East for long range fighter protection of the ships, and an increase

[in

(1) I.P.F. was part of the reder equipment of an aircraft, which

when switched on, indicated to the ragar stations that the approech-
ing aircraft was friendly.
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in the strength of the Wellington getachment by six reinforcement
aircraft from the United Kingdom. It was intended to divert the
attention of the enemy convoy by an increased effort by the
Bllenheims and Wellingtons egainst shipping, ports and bases.

On 22nd and 23rd July,as the cornvoy and its escort of a fleet
carrier, cruisers and destroyers approached the Central Mediter-
ranean,the Marylands kept close watch on the Italian Fleet bases,
Naples, Taranto, Yessina, Palermo and Trapani. On the afterncon
of 23 July,at 1715 hours, as the ships passed south of Sardinia,
they were met and escorted by eleven Beaufighters. Unfortunately,
the aircraft failed to identify themselves and were engaged by
gunfire from the Fleet, so they took up formation at a safe distance
shead of the ships. The cornvoy had already been attacked geveral
times by torpedo and bomber aircraft, and at 2004 hours, five
S.79s dropped bombs in the middle of the transports. The
Beaufighters were prevented from following them on their run in by
the intense barresge put up by the convoy, but afterwards a
straggling S.79 was pursued and damsged by a Beaufighter. During
the escort patrol an Italian E. boat was attacked and left sinking
east of Pantelleria. One Beaufighter failed to return. // Through-
out the hours of daylight,Marylands patrolled between the tip of
Sicily to southern Sardinia, and Fulmers patrolled between Malta,
Pantelleria and Cape Bon from 0930 to 1130 hours. In the evening
three Blenheims attacked shipping in Trapani Harbour. On the
following day Beaufighters were on continuous escort patrol over
the convoy, the Marylands continued their patrols and Swordfish
made anti-submarine patrols from 0430 to 1430 hours, while Fulmars
made two dawn patrols. The Beaufighters intercepted an attack
on the convoy by six Ju.875 two of which were chased half way to

Mulbgiis Fts | Cly of Pritincn, Lot taluery, Jeibday Juwea L'
Sicily and shot down. The main body of the comoyAreac}xed Malta

at :;;:n on:gh.th, ang were followed in the early aftermoon by the
stragglers - a transport, the Sydney Star, which had been torpedoed
during the night, and two destroyers. Most of the naval units
refuelled and left Malta for Gibralter the same evening. On the
following day, 25 July, the enemy made his Qesperate attempt to

/recormoitre
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reconnoitre the harbour and was completely defeated by the
Hurricanes. Nevertheless, the enemy decided to make an attack
on the ghipa in spite of his lack of informations
The Attack on Malta Harbour -~ 25 July

During the night of 25 July enemy light naval forces operated
off the coast and three enemy aircraft came over. At 2055 hours
a surface plot was detected south of Sicily approaching Malta, and
from 2220 hours onwards the noise of motor boat engines could be
heard from the coast. By 2300 hours the plot had approached to
within fourteen miles of Malta and all the guns were manned and the
air-raid war~ing sounded. At this time the plot turred to a
reciprocal course and approached more slowly. A Swordfish striking
force was prepered and started out at 2355.hours but unfortunately
the aircraft became split up and returned without sighting. At
0130 hours a motor boat was heard closing in on Grand Harbour,
and the batteries of searchlights of the harbour defences were
exposed. Nothing was illuminated but the boat Withdrew. " At
OL46 the All Clear was sounded, but one minute later a track was
seen approaching St. Elmo, and a wake was observed by the lookout
at Tigne. A few second later an explosion blew up the breakwater
viaduct, one span of which collapsed, and at the same time the
searchlights were exposed and fire was opened. For the next few
mimites the illuminated area off the entrance was criss-crossed by
a devastating fire of tracer bullets from every close range weapon
that would bear. Many boats were hit and blew up, and after a
few mimutes" fire ceased as there ssemed to be nothing left to
fire ate At 0530 when the dawn had broken two objects which hed
been thought to be wrecks were seen to move and fire was reopered.
In a few minute both had sunk and exploded under water. At 0540
hours nine aircraft of:°i85 Squadron were scrambled and attacked
fleeing eremy E. Boats and escorting Mscchi fighters. Four E.
boats were destroyed by our pilots, and one Macchi. One
Hurricane was shot down but the pilot, P/0 Winton, baled out and

managed to swim to an E.boat, the crew of which were dead, and
/climbed
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climbed on board. He was picked up later. Six Hurricanes of
No. 126 Squadron were also airborne. One aircraft was surprised
by fifteen Macchis on their way back to Sicily, and shot down two,
while other aircraft attacked the E. boats with No. 185 Squadron.
It was difficult to tell which boats fell to the shore defences and
which to the air, but it was believed that no single boat escaped
back to Sicily. From an examination of the Operation Orders
captured in one of the boats, and from the interrogation of prisoners
Joirt tupeds < et gplu
it appeared that the naval force was composed of one exwissr, the
Diana_ about 6,000 tons, which was plotted by the R.D.F., two M.A.S.
(torpedo boata), one M.T.S. and one M.T. (small torpedo oraft), two
S.L.Cs (small assault craft) and nine M.Ts with a crew of one each
(human torpedo oraft).
At the end of his report on the attack the Vice Admiral added
the following remarks:-

(1) Among the operations orders captured in M.A.S.452,
no sign has been found of any "enemy information”.

(2} The most remarkable thing about these very intric-
ate and detailed orders is the almost complete absence
of any reference to counter action on our part.

(3) In this respect it is very moticeable that prior to
the moment at which our counter action developed -
nemely when the viaduct was blown up and the fortress
opened fire - the whole plan hed been carried out with
great determination and the time-table had been kept to
with admirable exsctitude. Within two minutes however
of our opening fire the atteck had been completely
defeated and there was never any further risk that the
defences of the harbour would be penetrated.

(4) The Harbour defence of Malta, largely mammed by
Maltese, scored an outstanding success in this, their
first action, and to them must go the entire credit for
maintaining the security of the Harbour.

(5) The very accurate R.D.F. plot which allowed us to
follow exactly the movements of Diana has given us the
utmost confidence that we shall be very advafitageously
placed should a sea-borne invasion come. On the other
hand it is definitely established that neither of the
types (of radar) on the Island will piok up M.T.B.

/()

SECRET



A.H.Q. Malta
O.R.B.

SECRET

(6) The photographic reconnaissance on which the attack
was to be based must have been at least four days" old ....
In a desperate attempt to get photographs two bombers
escorted by fighters were sent over on Day One, but thanks
to a magnificent effort by our fighters both the bombers
together with three fighters were shot down.
(7) The @getermined search for, and destfuction of every
retiring M.T.B. by our Hurricanes turned a failure into a
disaster.
This was the last attack the enemy attempted against the convoy,
and the ships were all safely unloaded, except for coal cargoes,
by 12 August. The non-arrival of the troopships, however, was a
matter of grave concern as the shortage of personnel impeded the
development of Malta's air effort.

The Anti-Shipping Offensive - Policy

The departure of the Luftwaffe from Sicily in May and the

consequent cessation of heavy raids, enabled the air force at Malta

to continue almost unhindered the development of offensive astivity

against the enemy life-line between North Africa and Italy.
Generally speaking, the policy of the offensive was to employ the
Blenheims to attack enemy convoys by day,and the Swordfish by night.
In aﬂdition,the Swordfish were used for mine-laying, particularly

at Tripoli, and both types of aircraft, aided by Wellingtons on
detachment maintained a bombing offensive against Tripoli. The
Wellingtons also attacked Italian and Sicilian ports. .5’ Towards the
end of June the Marylands joined the battle and commenced bombing
attacks on enemy shipping, each aircraft carrying two 500 1b bombs.
Offensive fighter operations were also mounted. During Jure only
one: attack was made by fighters, when Hurricanes machine-gunned the
seaplane base at Syracuse, but in July the effort was increased and
F.A.A. Fulmars and Beaufighters on detachment were also employed on
offengive missionse The sine qua non of all these operations,
however, was the work of No. 69 Squadron. This squadron still
consisting of only a flight of Marylands and two Mark I Hurricanes(l)

maintained constant vigil over the arrival and departure ports in

/Italy

(1) & Burricere Mk.II reinforced the squadron on 18 June.
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4---~Ttaly, Sicily and North Africa, in addition to long searches
over the enemy shipping routes across the Mediterrancan.
Reconnaigsance from Malta

The fall of Crete in May 1941 had repercussions in every aspect
of air warfare in the Mediterranean, and%eoonnaissame was not the
least affected by the new situation. On 2 June, the Naval
C.~in-C. Mediterranean, communicated to the A.0.C.=-in-C. Middle
Bast his views on recommaissance under the new conditions, ending
inevitably with a request for the expanaion of operations. He
pointed out that the occupation of the entire Greek Archipelago by
the enemy, enabled him to base and fuel his ships withink easy
striking distance of the Libyan and Egyptian coasts. It had
therefore hecome of the highest importance that air reconmaissance
of the Italian bases in the Central Mediterranean and the Greek
ports should be as extensive and acourate as possible. This
would postulate improved reconnaissance from Egypt, and, from
Malta, daily location of units of the Italian Fleet by the examina=-
tion of bases in Italy and Sicily, and effective reconnaissance of
the Tonian Sea. At the seme time it was most necessary to maintain
reconnaissance to the east and west of Malta to enable the continued
interception of comvoys by aircraft and submarines. , ’ In commenting
on the C-in-C"s proposals, the A.0.C. Malta told the A.0.C. =-in-C.
that to fulfil them fourteen Maryland sorties per day would be
neceasery. He pointed out that the Ionian reconnaissance was
singularly negative, and that Naval Intelligence affirmed that
almost all shipping to Tripoli passed either through Measina or
West of Sicily and down the African coast. To cover the sea
passage alone four Maryland sorties daily would be required to
obtain Pifty per cent reliability for the Blenheim sorties. He
considered that interference with the Tripoli convoys was of prior
importance, since it could have far reaching results on future

operations. To fulfil the C. -in-Cs requirements and the neéds
/of
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of the striking force at Malta, sixteen Marylands would be needed,
but with limited reconnaissance for the Navy, twelve would be
sufficient. It was eventually decided that because of ita
importance to the land operations in Egypt reconnaissance from
Malta of the Tripoli supply routes should have priority over the
general reconnaissance of the Central Mediterranean to cover enemy
BEat=Pslger shipping movements. There was mo proposal, at this juncture, to
SeRSE=EEGDs
48 /11 J1/69. 8/6  augment the Maryland unit to cover all requirements, although the
A.0.C. asked for the squadron to be established at twelve Marylands.
Towards the end of June the A.0.C. introguced a regular
system for reconnaissance operations. Until then information
concerning enemy shipping movements had been gathered almost
entirely from patrols over the main shipping routes. The new
system was arranged in such a way that the main enemy ports were
visited at regular intervals. By this method movements of
particular convoys could be watched from the time of their assembly
to the time of arrival at their destination. The information
concerning the departure of the convoys acted as a guide to the
oversea patrols, as rough estimates could be made of the probable
position of the convoys. u The new system was drawn up as follows:=
AU BSTIITN2 5] 107
%/ A. Convoy routes. Daily patrols, a.m. and p.m.
aa%w. B. Ports
Every four days: Tripoli, Misurate, Zuara, Homs.

Every eight days: Waples, Palermo, all other Sicilian
ports, Pantelleria and Lempedusa.

Every sixteen days: Teranto and Brindisi.
Every twenty-four days: Cagliari, Madalena.
C. Aerodromes
Every eight days: All Sicilian aerodromes, Castel Benito,
Mellaha, Homs, Misurata, Sormann,
Zuara.
Every sixteen days: Vibo Valencia, Reggio Calabria.
Every twenty-four days: Cagliari, Alghero.
D. _Lend Commmnications
Every eight days: Road Homs to thirty miles east of Sirte
puring June Maryland patrols to the west of Malta, down

/the
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meL Tunisian Coast were made at least twice, and sometimes three
or four times daily, while those to the Greek coast were made once
or twice daily. On ke three days only during the month were
the westward patrols omitted, when the reconnaissance unit was
fully occupied in Ehadowing convoys elsewhere. In July,
particularly towerds the end of the month, the system was less
strictly aghered to, but good results were obtained by concen=~
trating the effort on watching the progress of partiocular convoys,
from day to day.

In addition to the Maryland sorties, the Hurricanes of No.69
Squedron kept close watch on the Sicilian ports and airfields,
vhich were well within their range. Ports in Sicily were
visited every two or three days and since comvoys frequently put
in to these ports on their way to Tripoli these Hurricane patrols
were of great valus. The use of the Hurricanes for these short
patrols were invaluable in releasing the Marylands for the long
overseas patrols and for shadowing duties.

Although, in the absence of the Luftwaffe,the Marylands
met with far less opposition than in the previous months, they
were occasionally attacked by hostile aircraft, and when
practicable, took the jnitiative themselves. On 5 June, while
on patrol to Corfu a M;yland attecked a Cant. 506 flying boat with
geveral bursts from its guns, demsging the airoraft and causing
the rear-gunner to bale out. The Cant. returned fire unsuccess=
fully. On the 22nd a Maryland returning from the Tunisian coast
patrol attacked a gun position on Linose. It was then attacked
by three C.R.42j,but evaded combat and replied with the rear gum.
On several occasions Marylands were chased homewards by aircraft
from Pantelleria, and on the 11lth an airoraft sent to recon-
noitre Palermo was prevented by an Me.110 patrolling between
Cape Bon and Sicily. This enemy patrol was probably ordered

to prevent the sighting of a northbound convoy in the vicinity

/of
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of Pantelleria, whioh had been located previously by Marylands.

On 3 July, while shajowing a convoy at night, a Maryland was
attacked by an illuminated airoreft, and took avoiding action

in the cloud. On emerging, from the cloud it was sgain attacked,
this time by three aircraft, one of which had a powerful headlight,
and was chased to within twenty miles of Cape Passero, where the
Maryland made for base and shook off the enemy. { ' On the 9th,while
on reconnaissance over Tripoli harbour, a Maryland was persis-
tently attacked by a Macchi 200. The rear gunner returned fire,
damaging the enemy which broke off combat and dived steeply
emitting smoke. The Maryland received very slight demage. A
similar action took place over Taranto on the lith, the Mecchi

200 again diving steeply after being hit by the rear guns. On fke
22nd another Cant seaplane was attacked. The enemy aircraft
returned fire but landed on the water shortly afterwards. A
second attack set it on fire and a message was then intercepted
reporting both pilots killed. "Only two aircraft were lost during
June and July, one on 25 June during the squadron's first bombing
attack on a convoy, the other on 15 July on patrol to Tripolitania.

. Offensive Operations June and July 1943
paRSEG)]!

M.E.W.I.S. aH& The first convoy sighting in June was mede on the morning of
No. 69 Sqdn.O.R.B.
A.H.B. List of the 3rd by a Maryland on the Tunisian coast patrol. The ships

Enemy shipping

Losses. which were first sighted south of Pantelleria and making towards
Sfax, numbered three cruisers, ten destroyers and six merchant
vessels. Five Blenheims of Nos. 139 end 82 squadrons were sent
to attack, and obtained four direct hits on two of the merchant
vessels. The first, a vessel estimated at 8,000 tons carrying
ammunition blew up with a tremendous explosion, and flying debris
was thought to have hit other ships. This vessel, which enemy

records confirmed as sunk was the Montello, Italian, 6117 tons.

The second vessel the Beatrice C., Italian 6132 tons, was left on
fire, end was subsequently sunk by an Italian destroyer. One of
the Blenheims was hit by debris from the first ship, snd crashed
into the sea. This was the last attack by No. 139 Squadron, which

/left
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left Malta on 5 June. Later in the day a Maryland was sent to
locate the corvoy egain, but visibility was bad, and although the
Maryland sighted the ships, six Swordfish which were subsequently
sent to make a night attack with torpedoes, failed to find their
target. (\ During the following week the Maryland sighted several
convoys and ships on the Tunisian routes but no further attacks
were made until 11 June, when a convoy of aix merchant vessels
was gighted near Pant;lleria. At the time there were only two
gerviceable Blenheims in Malta, (1) but these were sent to attack.
Pive hits were scored on one merchant vessel of 7000 tons, causing
a large fire and volumes of smoke. No sinking has been recorded
for this date, however. One of the Blenheims crashed into the
sea after hitting the mast of a ship.

The Marylands continued to meke frequent sightings,but
although a single ship was attacked by Swordfish on the night
oi’L:ljth, and a single ship and a convoy by Blerheims on 19th
22nd,no sinkings were achieved. During the attack on the convoy
one of the six Blenheims was forced to break off the attack and
jettison its bombs owing to intense A.A. After gropping its
bombs a second airéraft was attacked by a C.R.u2, but managed to
evade it. On 25 June Marylands took the offensive when four
aircraft attacked a convoy off Catania, but no hits were observed.
That night seven Swordfish resumed the attack,but although they
claimed hits with torpedoes, no sinking was reported in enemy
records. Intense A.A. was experienced and one aircraft failed
to return from both attacks. On the following day Marylands
gearched for the convoy without result, but nine merchant vessels
and eeven torpedo boats were seen in Tripoli harbour. Four
Marylands were dispatched to make a high level attack on the
harbour, but no hits were observed on shippings Intense A.A.
was experienced but all the aircraft returned safely.

/on

(1) When their detachment period had expired the Blerheims
proceeded to Middle East for inspection. When the relieving
detechment§ from the United Kingdom was delayed there was
sometimes a shortage of Blerheims in Malta.
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On 27 June after a long series of blank patrols to the
Ionian Sea, a convoy of four merchant vessels was sighted in
the Gulfof Taranto escorted by six destroyers. Close watch
was kept on the ships and the following day the escort was seen
to have increased by two cruisers and three destroyera. By
the morning of the 29th the convoy escorted only by destroyers
wag sixty-five miles east of Tripoli, and nine Blenheims with
three Marylands were sent to make a dive bombing attack. The
Blenheims failed to find the target and no hits were observed
by the Marylands. A second bombing force of Hlenheims and
Marylands was dispatched in the evening by which time the convoy
hed entered Tripoli harbour, but the Blenheims again failed to
locate the target, and the two Marylands bombed alone. The
failure of the Blerheims was unfortunate as they oconstituted the
main attacking force, the Marylands being employed mainly for
the purpose of drawing the attention of the gunners away from
the low-flying Blerheims. These tactics were justified by a
heavy barrage of accurate A.A. After dark Swordfish and Welling-
tons were dispatched to continue the attack, but owing to bed
visibility three of the seven Wellington, and all six Swordfish
failed to find the target. The four Wellingtons which attacked
soored hits on shipping and on the moles. On the following
day the Blenheims made up for their previous failures, when six
aircraft evaded a hostile fighter patrol to bomb the ships in
harbour. It was confirmed by Lloyds, that in this raid the
11,398 ton vessel Esperia (Italian) was damaged, the Blenheims
claiming to have hit it with six bombs. Intense medium A.A.
was supported by fire from destroyers in the harbour.

The A.0.C.=in-C., M.E. questioned the wisdom of using the
Marylands for bombing attacks, although he appreciated the

offensive initiative displayed. He pointed out that they were

/the
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the only effective aircraft available for the vital task of
reconnaissance, and that supplies were very limited. The A.0.C.
Malta, assured him, however, that these aircraft hed only been
used to create a diversion at height for the Blenheims. This
had been very necessary in view of the strong escort and
defences which were usede In each case, through various causes
the Blenheimg had failed to rendezvous, and the plan had mis-
carrieds He considered that in view of the importance of the
targets and of affording a diversion the employment of the
Merylands had been justified, but he agreed that the practice
could only be warranted in exceptional circumstances. He
mentioned’in addition,that Marylands on reconnaissance of Tripoli
and the Libyan coast now carried bombs to frighten the Tripoli
stevedores. This did not effect the reconnaissance in any way.
The A.0.C.=-in-C. was apparently satisfied.

In addition to those already mentioned four more attacks
were made on Tripoli harbour during Jume. Night bombing raids
were mounted by the Swordfish and by Wellingtons of No. 148
Squadron which returned to Malta on detachment on 25th and 26th.
On the night of the 26th four Wellingtons,in company with five
Swordfish,visited Tripoli and obtained hits on the quays, and a
10,000 ton merchant vessel outside the harbour, and on the
following night six Wellingtons obtained further hits on the
Spanish Mole. {[ The Swordfish made twenty-four night bombing
sorties in all during June besides laying mines on two occasions,
once on the sea route Tripoli-Benghazi, and once in the Tripoli
harbour approaches. A total of eight mines were laide On the
night of the 8th, following a report that the S.S. Birmania had
sunk in Tripoli harbour, seven Swordfish were dispatched to
attempt to set fire to the harbour surface, which was believed
to be covered with oil.m The project failed, although small
fires were started in the quays. During the month fighters took
the offensive on one occasion when four Hurricanes of No. 46

Squadron machine-gunned the seaplane base at Syracuse on 23 June.
-am Aueanding F fuon Mf.wr‘.f fio 0.6, Bermdaig blew vy dad
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They found the seaplanes exactly as they were shown on the
photos taken on reconnaissance the previous day, and, quite
undisturbed by any opposition they were able to spray them and
other targets very thoroughly. Tamet and Sormann landing ground
in Tripolitania were also attacked during the month by Blenheims
which had failed to find their primary targets.

The anti-shipping operations continued steadily during July.
Although fewer attacks were made on convoys at sea, the offensive
egainst enemy ports increased considerably, Narles, Palermo end
Measina fwe being included eamong the targets for the Wellingtons.
In spite of the fact that their numbers were considerably in-
creased during the month ) the Blenheims did not noticeebly
inorease their effort. The Marylands continued to be used for
bombing operations.

Wellingtons made the first attack of the month when five
aircraft were dispatched to bomb Tripoli on the night of the
1st July. An effective smoke-screen covered the harbour, but
the aircraft scored hits on the Spanish and Karamanli moles, and
on two ships, one of which, the Italian vessel Eritrea
(2517 tons) caught fire and sanke. €2)  The second ship, thought
to be the Ssbbia,was claimed as demaged but this was not confirmed.
An effective smoke screen was laid over the harbour. On the
following night 8ix ;worafish laid mines outside the harbour
while two more, with seven Wellingtons,made extensive bombing
attacks on harbour facilities and shipping starting many fires.
An Ttalian ship, estimated at 8,000 tons which was set on fire

Envany *ecdnds
was still burning fiercely twelve hours later. Boxdeaeparted
two ships sunk during this raid: the Sparta 1724 tons, German,
and the Annunzia : na , 20 tons, Italian. / The next attack
was made on the night of the 6th when six Swordfish laid mines
in the approasches to the harbour and dropped bombs on a 5000

/ton

(1) There were from fourteen to twenty Blenheims at Malta

throughout July.
(2) Subsequently selved end sunk again.
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ton merchant vessel while seven Wellingtons bombed the engine
sheds causing several fires and one large explosion. The
attack was repeated on the following night,with apparently

equal success,although no further sinkings were achieved. On

the nights of 9th and 10th the Wellingtons turned their attention
to Naples, a total of thi:e/teen sorties being made against the
Centrel Railway Station, and factories, and on the night of‘{;QZOth
a further nine sorties were mede. Many hits were obtained on
the station, good yards, sidings at the harbour, fuel tanks and
factories. “ On 12 July, the A.0.C.~-in-C. M.E. reminded the
A.0.C. Malta that the Wellington detachment was intended primarily
for attacks on enemy ports and shipping in harbour. The A.0.C.
explained however that shipping at Naples, Palermo, Taranto and
Megsina was not sufficient to provide a worthwhile target and
that the Naples marshalling yards were full of material for
ghipment, and surrounded by aircraft and torpedo factories, and
oil storage depots.

On the night of the lu4th, eight Wellingtons made an out-
standingly succesful raid on Messina with seven and a half tons
of H.E. bombs and many incendiaries. Hits were scored on the
railway terminus end workshops, and on warehouses in the dockside
area. Huge fires, visible from sixty miles away,were caused at
the ferry railhead, in engine sheds, and among buildings of
trensformer power plant. Fhotos later confirmed that heavy
damsge had been done, including the gutting of an area of rail-
way sidings full of goods trucks, and the destruction of two
large buildings adjecent to the transformer plant. / Further
night raids against Tripoli were made by five Wellingtons on
15th and three Swordfish on the 16th.  The Swordfish torpedoed
a tanker amigships causing clouds of black smoke, and bombs on the
Spanish Mole caused a huge explosion. No results of an attack
by three Swordfish on the night of 18th were observed owing to
poor visibility. jsers and @estroyers in Palermo harbour

were attecked by five Wellingtons om the night of 17th. No
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results were observed, although bombs were dropped on or near the
ghips. Apart from the raid on Naples on 20th this was the last
raid by the Wellingtons for the month as the detachment left
Malta on 22nd. They had mede a total of seventy sorties during
their four weeks detachment.

The Blerheims made several attacks on shipping during the
month, both at sea and in herbour. On 3 July, fourteen aircraft
of No. 82 Squedron bombed shipping outside Tripoli harbour
claiming two 500-ton merchent vessels set on fire, and on the
6th, six alroraft of No. 110 Squagron (1) bombed shippirg in
Pelermo harbour and claimed hits on five merchant vessels, one
of which, estimated at 10,000 tons appeared to have its back
broken. A further attack on Tripoli was made on the night of
the 9th, when hits on four merchant vessels and on the moles and
warehouses were reported. Nome of the shipping sinkings

Uty T 5.
claimed were confirmed by B¥syes., On the 13th four Blenheims
which failed to find a convoy located by a Maryland, attacked
shipping outside Tripoli harbour, and claimed to have set fire
to a large tanker and a small merchant vessel. The tanker and
a three masted schoomer, which appeared to blow up, were rerorted
as sunke Neither sinking was confirmed by enemy records.
\\ Early on 15 July a Marylend sighted a convoy of five merchant
vessels and four destroyers north-west of the Kerkenneh bank and
a second Maryland led a striking force of three Blenheims to the
convoy later in the morning. Direct hits were scored on an
8,000~-ton vessel which caused volumes of grey and white emoke,
and a single hit was scored on a gecond ship of the same tonnage.
Opposition was fierce. There was very intense heavy and light
A.A. fire and all the aircraft were hit. One ship, the
Barbarigo 5293 tons, Ttalian was confirmed as sunk by Lloyds. (2)
Oriu‘: 18th one aircraft was lost when two Blenheims which hed
bombed transformer plant at Tripoli, were attacked by a Macchi

/200,

(1) No. 110 Squadron Petachment replaced No. 82 Squadron
detachment on 4 July. . w

(2) The Admirelty claim that the Barbarigo was spnk by
submarine.
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200. A.A. opposition over Tripoli was intense and eccurate and
it was conasidered that a landfall made west of Tripoli by the
‘Blenheims had warned the enemy of the Blenheims® approach. //01:
22 July Blenheims mede a very successful attack on a convoy when
two aircraft of No. 110 Squadron attacked at mast height four
merchant vessels, escorted by five destroyers and three C.R.42s,
seventeen miles south of Pantelleria. A hit on a 7000-ton vessel
produced a sheet of flame, and bleck smoke which turned white
making a column six hundred feet high. Two more aircraft of the
same squagron withdrew, to attack later, but found a 4-5000 ton
merchant vessel with a gdestroyer ten miles south-west of the
convoy which they attacked. One aircraft obtained a near miss
on the merchantman, and the other two hits which caused a fire.
The vessel blew up, dark grey smoke rising to two hundred feet.
All the aircraft returned with damage. After dark five Sword-
fish were sent to attack the convoy. Two torpedo aircraft hit
what was thought to be a tanker, causing an explosion and the
ship was claimed as sunk. A third aircraft attacked a destroyer
from six hundred yards and obtained a hit astern causing a red
flagh and clouds of smoke. Accurate light A.A. was experienced
from a destroyer. Enemy records shew that two enemy ships
were sunk on the 22nd from thess attacks, the Preussen 8230 tons,

German, end the Brarena, 69% tons, Italian registered Norwegian.

It was becoming evident from the increased naval escorts
to enemy convoys, and from the presence of protective fighter
patrols that the success of the offensive had had its affect on
the enemy. On 3lst, when six Blerheims of 105 Squagron (1)
were dispatched to bomb a convoy near Pantelleria, the attack was
called off as it was found that the escort included not only
destroyers, of which there were five, but six C.R.l.zyas well.
It was mxbecoming a difficult problem to decide whether the
valuable Blerheims should be allowed to take the risk of attack-
ing escorted convoys in daylight. Jouring

(1) This Squedron arrived at Malta to replace No. 110 Squadron
on 28.7.41.
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During July Blenheims and Marylands made twenty sorties:
againgt land targets, including the airfields of Zuara and
Misurata in Tripolitania, end the coastal roed from Tripoli to
Benghazi. In addition there was a marked increase in offensive
activities by Malta based fighters. On 9 July Hurricanes of
Nos. 46 ang 185 Squadrons attacked seaplanes in Syracuse harbour
getting fire to three aircraft which were burnt out, and severely
damsging five others. The attack was maje from only a few feet
above the water but the defences were late in opening fire and
all the aircraft returned safely. Towards the end of the month,
the Beaufighters of Wos. 143, 252 and 272 Squadrons whic‘lrJ m;”:
sent to Malta to cover Operation "Substance®, ‘m carried out
very succegsful sorties againat seaplans bases at Syracuse and
Marsala and landing grounds at Catania and Baglio Rizzo (Marsala).

/ A feature of the month was the employment of F.A.A. Fulmars for

night *intruder® patrols over Catania. These patrols were
designed to intercept ememy aircraft geparting for or returning
from raids on Malta. The Fulmars also dropped bombs on airfields
and towns. The activities of the Fulmars did much to harass
the night air operationa of the Italians and on many nights eremy
bombers were prevented from operatinge Puring the month Swora-
fieh laid eeventeen mines in the spproashes to Tripoli harbour.
Report on Melta by the Inspector General

Puring July the island was visited by the Inspector General
of the Royal Air Foroce, Air Chief Marsghal Sir Ludlow-Hewitt, who
drew up an extensive report on the R.A.F. Command Malta. His
general comment was that in spite of many drawbacks, excellent
progress was being made in every department. The main diffi-
culites were the shortege of spares, maintenance personnel and
labour. He considered that the organisation of labour under
central control, so that it could be parcelled out according to

authorised priorities, would considerably improve the situation.

[/
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In spite of these difficulties, however, Air Foroce operations
and works services were going ahead edmirably. The runways at
the satellite aerodromes of Safi were complete, and those at
Krendi were developing rapidly. He considered the most remark-
able of recent developments was the amount of work done in the
provision of dispersal standings and texi-tracks for aircraft
at the three main airfields. Aircraft were well dispersed at
& considerable distance from the airfields, and where pens had
not yet been constructed, a considerable amount of protection was
afforded by the stone walls bordering the fields. The construoc-
tion of pens was going shead well, and when these were completea,
the Inspector General considered the three main airfields,with
the help of the two satellites, should be able to accommodate
up to three squadrons each. This new estimate of aircraft
accommodation in Malta was nearly double that decided upon at a
meeting at Admiralty on 13 May.
Maintenance
The Inspector General was particulerly impressed by the
, ke rappeted
work of the Maintenance Persomel...The aircraft in the Ialand ;. .
were being maintained by a strength of personnel equivalent to
a fraction only of the normal establishment in Home Commands,
and the men were working under a climate and conditions far
more arduous than those in England. They had worked day after
dey for very long hours under a hot sun with an available
strength of Technical personnel far below the minimum required
for the work in hand. At Luga, for example, a Blenheim
squadron, a Wellington and a flight of Pulmars at Hal Far had
all been operating at en intensive rate without any egtablichment
of maintenance persormel. In addition, a hundred and ningety-
six aircraft hed passed through the island in the last month,
_fana_
(1) Reinforcements of maintenance personnel were included in

the "Substance” convoy, on the troopship which went sground at
Gibraltar.
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and the only servicing party available to deal with these
numbered seventeen men. The three fighter squadrons, which
were actively engaged almost continuously, were being maintaineq
on fifty per cent of normal establishment. In order to find
men to deal with the Blenheim and Wellington squadrons the
greater part of the R.A.F. strength of the base at Kalafrana
had been transferred to Luga. This had only been done at the
cost of practically closing down the repair works at Kalafrana,
;Lu} which the R.A.F. relied for all workshop repair. -
Aircraft

The Inspector General was perbienisriy anxious that Malta
should be supplied with airfuze torpedo aircraft, in addition to
the Swordfish. He considered that a squadron, or at least a
flight of Beaufort aircraft would probably contribute more than
any other one thing to the weakening of the ensmy in North Africa.
He suggested also, that the Island should be provided with P.R.U.
aircrafte Mosquitoes based@ on Malta could cover the whole of the
I‘talian, Agriatic, Libyan and Grecian coasts, Sardinia ang
practically the whole of the interior of Itely. There was a
-serious lack of up-to-date intelligence, particularly naval
intelligence, in the Mediterranean.

The Inspector General considered that both operational and
intelligence staffs required strengthening, not in ’{mmbers but
in quality, perticularly in the Fighter Operations foom. Malta®s
situation, right in the enemy lines, astride his communications
and exposed to the full weight of his air forces,was unique. T
exploit its advanteges to the utmost, while ensuring at the same
time a highly organised defence, required the most up-to-date
and alert operational and intelligence staffs. For the fighter
defence the successful interception of approaching enemy raids
required very nice judgement, and in the island the margin of
time availsble to achieve the necessary altitude was small though
sufficient. The Controllers were not being very successful, and

were not up to the standard required. A further drawback was
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the inaccuracy of Intelligence sent by the Intelligence department
of the Air Ministry. Vhat was sent arrived too late to be of
uss. More and quicker information from Air Ministry, combined
with an efficient P.R.U. organisation should revolutionise the
work of the bombing and reconnaissance units in Malta.

The Ingpector General ended his eeport with a word on rein-
forcing Malta. He emphasised the importance of sending on the
personnel waiting at Gibraltar (1) and suggested that further
convoys should be sent with supplies to maintain a garrison for
at least another twelve months. The impression he had received
at Malta was thet the Italians had little enterprise or offensive
spirit, and that the present time, if ever, was the time to send
convoys tMo@. (2)

Reinforcements

During June discussions were held at Air Ministry on the
Reinforcement Programme for the Middle East end Melta with the
regult that the dgecision of 13 May to limit aircraft at Malta
to four and a half squadron had been revised. The establishment
of a third fighter squadron, and the increase of the Blenheim
detachment to full squedron strength brought the number of
squadrons up to five and a helf, a figure agreed to at Air Ministry
on 13 Jure. At thias meeting the Fleet Air Arm Squadron at
Malta was discussed in detail. It was felt that at that time
the value of the work done by the squedron hardly justified the
amount of accommodation it took up, although it was useful for
geg-mining. It was, however, practicelly impossible to remove
the squadron, owing to the physical difficulties of doing so%
fiso the unit received reinforcements from a variebibf types of
Fleet Air Arm aircraft flown in during operations. It was

decided, that the Admiralty should be told that there was no

/intention
(1) Seven hundred maintenance persomnel hed arrived by the

end of August.
(2) This recommendation was followed, and a second convoy was
sent to Malta in September.
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intention of asking for the squadron to be moved, but that since
space was 80 Valuable at Malta it was essential that the squadron
be properly maintained to play a useful role in operations. The
Pirector of the Naval Air Department later affirmed that the
Navy had every intention of keeping the squadron up to strength
and maintaining it in an efficient state.
The Question of Supply

In spite of the Chiefs of Staff's' decision in June to run
a cormvoy through the Western Mediterranean, the Governor was
gtill dissatisfied with the supply position at Malta, and even
before the arrival of "Substance™ at the end of July, he had
suggested to the authorities at home that a second convoy should
be sent to Malta during the summer. His view was, that although
it had been the intention that the "Substance™ convoy should
provide the island with essentials for six months, the situation
in the Mediterrancan gave no guarantee that a comvoy could be
sent at the end of that time. The Ce=-in-C., Mediterransan could
not send a convoy from Egypt until Cyrenaica had been recaptured,
an event which could not take place for some monthg, and meanwhile
there was always the possibility of the Luftwaffe returning to the
Mediterranean, and thus rendering the passege of a convoy from
the west far:):;:hazardoua that it then was. In addition, in
spite of the efforts made to ensure even distribution of space
for essential stocks in the "Substance™ comvoy, stocks of
aviation spirit, bombs and fodder were lower than those of other
essentials. { , The Admiralty sew no possibility of sending a
second cornvoy through until October,at the earliest, but when,
at the end of August, the Governor renewed his request, this
decision was revised. General Dobbie, whose camse was supported
by both the Vice-Admiral Malta, and the A.0.C., pointed cut that
gince the arrival of "Substance™ the supply situastion had
radically changed owing to the steadily increasing scale of

offensive operations being conducted from the islarde This

/had
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hed greatly complicated the co-ordination of supply at a time
when the intervals between convoys were inevitably long. The
Governor estimated that if no convoy was sent before October,
the total emount then required to bring stocks up to their
proper strength, would be about eighty thousand tons. As it
was, the loss of a single ship in the next convoy would have a
direot effect on offensive operations, and on the length of
time the island could hold out. //At the Chiefs of Staffs
meeting on 28 August, at the instigation of the First Sea Lord,
it was agreed that a convoy should be sent through the Western
Mediterransan in the near future, and that loading should begin
at once. The convoy was to aim at supplying Malta with essen-
tial stooks to last six months, After the arrivel of the
*Halberd™ convoy at the end of September most stocks were
expected to last until the early summer of 1942, and the policy
was that no convoys should be sent for some months. This
however, proved impracticable and further attempts had to be
made to send supplies before the end of the year.
Poligy Pevelopments Eoncerning the Offensive from Malta

During August, plans for the intensification of the
offensive from Malta developed rapidly. The Inspector
General's Report had indicated the practicability of enlarging
the scale of operations from Malta, and his estimate that the
airfields could sccommodate nine squadrons had stimulated
renevwed discussions at Air Ministrye In the first instance
however, the initiative ceme from the Middle East. The A.0.C.~-
in-C. visited Malta early in August, and was particulerly
impressed by the excellent dispersal that had been arranged
and by the extension of the runways and the provision of
satellite airfields. At the time of his visit seven hundred
maintenance personnel had just arrived and he was able to
inform the Chief of Air Staff that the only limit, now, to the

offensive, was the mumber of aircraft that could be serviced

at Malta.
/The
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The A.0.C.~in-Cs plan was to send immediately to the
island two Wellington squadrons. These would use Malta as an
operational base, and maintain a minimum of ten aircraft each.
As soon as he could withdraw the Blenheim squadrons from Egypt
he hoped to send half a squadron to Malta to learn the anti-
shipping technique. A future possibility he envisaged was the
operation of South African Marylands from Malta for bombing
operations.

On 23 August, Air Ministry took the matter up with the
A.0.C. Malta., By this time the Wellingtons were already at
the island, and Air Ministry wanted to know how many further
squadrons could be operated from Malta (a) with existing
resources and (b) with a hundred and fifty additional ground
personnel. The A.0.C. estimated that with his existing
resources he could operate only an additional half squadron,
and, with the extra personnel,one and a half squadrons. He
suggested the extra squadrons should consist of Wellingtons,
Marylands, or Beaufighters, () rather than Blenheims. Enemy
convoys were now so strongly protected that day attacks were
likely to involve heavy casualties, and although the Hlernheims
were still inveluable for attecking lightly escorted ships,
and their presence at least forced the enemy to provide larger
escorts and delayed the shipping turn round,the present force
was sufficient for these tasks. The Wellingtons, however,
were invaluable for attacks on Tripoli, and the Marylands for
bombing end machine-gunning roed communications in Tripolitania.
The A.0.C.=in-C. who was in complete agreement with the A.0.C.
Malta, had already offered to lend him half a squadron of
Merylands.

At Air Ministry, however, the policy of attacking ships

at sea was still preferred to port bombing and it was decided

[to
(1) Beaufighters were needed for Night Fighter Defence.
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to increase temporarily the Elenheim detachment at Malta to
three squadrons on the understanding that the detachment would
operate exclusively sgainst the enemy lines of communication.
This increase would alter the status of the detachment ag it
would be no longer practicesble to send out relief crews. It
was proposed ,therefore,to maintain the detachments from the
monthly consignment of reinforcements to the Miadle East. // On
learning of this proposal both the A.0.C.-in-C. ¥jddle Bast and
the A.0.C. Malta protested that what was most needed at Malta
was more and heavier bombs, especially for Tripoli. The
A.0.C.~in-C. was of the opinion that if bombing operations were
mounted sgainst Naples and Brindisi on the same scale as those
against Tripoli, the results might be decisive. The A.0.C. was
convinced that with heavier bombs the Wellingtons could make
Tripoli useless for large ships, and thus jeopardise the whole
of the enemy's supply system. He asked that the hundred and
fifty airmen being sent out should be employed to operate an
additional Wellington squadron. In the meantime he agreed to
accept an additional half squadron of Blerheims and eight
Marylands end to maintain them with existing resources pending
the arrival of personmel reinforcements. At this Juncture,
however, the G.0.C. Malta agreed to provide a hunired and fifty
men to essist in the maintenance of aircraft, and this generous
aotion enabled the A.0.C. to aocept a complete Blenheim squadron.
Arrangements were then put in hand at Air Ministry to
send this one extra Blenheim squadron immediately, end a sscond
squadron as soon as Malta could maintain ite Opposition to
the port bombing policy, based on experience in the United
Kingdom, remained firm. It was considered that a very heavy
scale of attack on Tripoli was necessary to gain results, and
that even if sufficient Wellingtons could be operated from
Malta the supply situation would not permit them to operate over

a long period. It was egtimated that submarines and aeircraft

/were
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were inflicting twenty-five per cent losses on shipping to
North Africa and the C.A.S. thought this might be increased

to fifty per cent by operating the additional Blenheims and
meanwhile maintaining the Wellington offensive against Tripoli
and the embarkation ports. () The A.0.C. Malta, however, held
firmly to his opinion in favour of port bombing. He considered
that, as a bombing target, Tripoli could not be compared with
ports in the United Kingdom. The main qifference was the
comparatively small area in which the port facilities were
contained. There was only one quay, four hundred and thirty
yards long by a hundred and fifty wide, and on it were the only
'g::,\houses, warehouses and unloading gear in the port. There
were only two other jetties, one two hundred yards long, and
the other, the petrol jetty one hundred yards. The A.0.C.
argued that a few 1,000 1b bombs on the quay and jetties would
not only sink ships alongside but would destroy the buildings
and machinery. Unloading from ships not alongside was
frequently dome but this depended entirely on a small fleet of
lighters. In the evenings these were usually concentrated in
a very small area against the town. A 1,000 “1b bomd in the
middle of them could sink the lot. Anchorsges in stream were
also in a very limited area, and whereas a 500-1b bomb did
little damege with a near miss, a 1,000 1b bomb might easily
disable a ship.

Despite this strong plea for port bombing, Air Ministry
held to the decision to send the Blenheims, until a proposal
by the C.-in-C. Mediterranean caused a modification in this
policy. In a messege to the Admiralty, dated 2 Septenber the
C.=in-C. pointed out factors which might hinder the efficiency
of the anti-shipping policy in the near future: (a) The
enemy might have recourse to routeing the convoys via the

/Ionian

(1) These considerations were based on a personal survey by
the C.A.S. of the results achieved by Bomber Gommand and the
German Air Porce.
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Ionian Sea and thus out of range of the night attacks by the
Swordfish, (b) the Blenheim daylight attecks might become still
more hazardous owing to the improvements in the enemy anti-
aircraft defences, and (c) the disadvantages of both methods
of attack would shortly be aggravated by bad weather and longer
nights during the approaching winter season. For night attecks
the C.~=in=C. considered the only solution was a longer range
torpedo bombing squadron of either Beauforts or Albacores and
for day attacks he suggested a squadron of high speed dive-
bomber s. { / Although he recognised the validity of the C.-in-Cs
arguments, the C.A.S. considered there were various qualifying
faotors to be taken into account. If the enemy convoys were
routed via the Tonian Sea and thus out of range of the
Sworafish,delay would be imposed on the movements of shipping
and this would reduce the rate of flow of the supplies to
North Africa. Also the ships would be vulnerable to attack
from Egyptian bases on entering the Bengha;i area and would be
within range of the Blenheims at Malta during their journey
through the Ionian Sea. He agmitted, however, that the availa-
bility of shore-based fighter protection from Greece would
increase the hazard of the latter attacks. As regards the
Blenheim losses, the C.A.S. pointed out that although several
aircraft had been lost from verious causes, only two had so far
been shot down by A.A. fire from convoys. It was agreed
however, that consideration should be given to the possibility
of sending an Alb;more squadron to Malta in place of the
third Blenheim squadron.

The A.0.C.=in-C. Middle East, and the A.0.C. Malta were
now asked for their views. The question was, if Malta was
now able to operate an additional squadron, and the Albacore

range was sufficient,(l) vhether two squadron of Blenheims and
/two

(1) This was at first queried by Air Ministry but later
confirmed by the C.-in-C. Mediterranean.
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two of torpedo aircraft would form a more effective force for
attacks on shipping than three squadrons of Bilenheims and one of
torpedo aircraft. The A.0.C.-in-C. and the A.0.C. Malta were
unanimous in their preference for two squadrons of each type,
but although Malta could accept an additional squedron,
maintenance crews and torpedoes were in short supply. The
A.0.C.~in-C. was already helping to relieve the torpedo shortage,
however, by flying in emergency stocks by Sunderlands, and
further supplies from other sources were detailed to arrive in
the near future. A further drawback was that Albacores were not
Pitted with A.S.V. but as there were four Swordfish at Malta
with A.S.V. apparatus which could be used with Albacores, it was
thought this aifficulty could be overcome. It was found that
the Albacore had a range fifty miles greater that that of the
Swordfish, an advantage which the A.0.C.-in-C, considgered well
worth having, and on 12 Septe"g::' Air Ministry decided to cancel
the move of the third Blenheim squadron and to send an Albacore
squadron No. 828 F.A.A. to Malta in its place.

Renewed Demands for Reconnaissance Aircreft

The increase in offensive operations from Malta inevit-
ably aggravated the already diffiocult problem of reconnaissance.
From the first, in accepting the Air Ministry offer at the end
of August of additional offensive aircraft, the A.0.C. had made
it clear that to employ the Blenheims and Swordfish to the full
a proportionate increase in reconnaissance aircraft would be
necessary. The R.A.F. was already providing a considerable
amount of reconnaissance for the Navy to watoh the movements
of the Italian fleet and merchant shipping, and it was a major
problem to balance these requirements, which were invariably
represented as essential, against those of the air striking
force. Tb supplement reconnaissance during a bed spell of
Maryland unserviceability the A.0.C. had already been obliged

to retain at Malta two Beauforts en route to the Middle East.

/1t
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It was now almost impossible, however, to supply further
D.FO{S (o) Marylandsfor Malta from the United Kingdom. The last two
order aircraft avajlable for overseas service had been dispatched soon
after 4 August, and Air Ministry had decided that No. 69
Squedron must be maintained from aircraft already in the Middle
East, until it could be rearmed with another type. Medium
bombers, however, were in short supply in the Mjddle Bast and
the situation became more acute when the Baltimore aircraft
which were to replace the Marylands were delayed in production.
It was therefore decided to send out the few remaining Marylang
aireraft in the United Kingdom, some of which were then in use
as training aircraft, the remainder being on the strength of
No. 1. Photographic Reconnaissance Unit. ’ ’ These measures were
not sufficient, however, to solve the problem and in any case
Yy ./J'jfl /I £ / 287 fB ) it was likely to be some time before the aircraft arrived at
AOC/47 Malta. T meet the acute situation at the end of August, the
1014 A.0.C.~in-C. advised the A.0.C. Malta, to give priority to the
reconnaissance for the Blerheim and Swordfish strikes, but

h °
owing to ﬁaval Qpera.tions early in September this was not

ibid 984 practicable and the C.A.S. instructed him to supplement the
H.Q. Med.File Maryland effort with the Blenheims. This course was first taken
S.176/1/Aix 28A

A. M¥. File on 12 September, and for some time, owing to a shortage of

S.4792k 30A
Blenheim crews for shipping strikes, (1) Maryland pilots carried

out patrols in Blernheim aircraft.

It was still necessary however to take long-term measures

AM. File to ensure adequate reconnaissance. The Commanders=in-Chief,
C.S.10581
25A & B, Middle East, were of the opinion that the obvious and most

practical solution was to cease the employment of Marylands at
Malta for bombing operations, and to concentrate their effort
entirely on recomnaiasance. Air Ministry sgreed that in view
of the more profitable natrue of shipping targets end the

shortage of reconmaissance aircraft, the diversion of the

/Harylands

(1) This was due to sickness. [See=pugd
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Marylands to attack land communications in Tripolitania was rnot
normally justifieds A more constructive proposal, however,
put forward by the Admiralty was that Long Renge A.S.V. should
be supplied for Malta. This would give much greater scope
to search patrols than the short range A.S.V. in the Swordfish.
The proposal was consgidered at Air Ministry and on 1k September
it was egreed that three Wellingtons () fitted with Long Range
A.S.V. should be dispatched to Malta as soon as possible.
These Wellingtons which were to be mammed by specialiy gelected
crews would be able to search a track sixty miles wide for
enemy surface vessels. They would be equipped, in addition,
with a special I.F.F. set to enable the Swordfish with short
range A.S.V. to home on to them.

The method of employment proposed was that the Wellingtons
ghould carry out searches on suitable nights along the shipping
routes known to be used by the Italians. VWhen contact was
made with an enemy convoy they would summon the Swordfish which
would then home on to them from approximately sixty miles and
deliver their attack. In eddition, although the Blenheims at
Malta were not equipped with A.S.V. apparatus, an expert from
the staff of the Scientific Advisor on Telecommmications was
to be sent out to give assistance in devising methods of co-
operation between the Wellingtons and Blenheims, and other types.
As A.S.V. and similar developments were thought to be unknown
to the ememy striot instructions were given that the Wellingtons
were not to be flown near the enemy or Vichy coast where it
might be possible to salve equipment and aerial systems if an
aircraft were forced dowm.

It was arranged that the A.S.V. Wellingtons should be
gent out as part of the strength of twenty Wellingtons which
were operating from the island. When they arrived, the

/Albacores

(1) Naval aircraft could not be fitted with L.R.A.S.V. owing
to the shape of the fuscleges Of the R.A.F. types, Wellingtons,

Sunderlands and Catalinas were suitable.
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é:hsd: 11(;:51:8% Albacores would bring the number of aircraft on the island up
25B to the equivelent of nine squadrons, and this was considered the
maximum that could be operated from Malta. Without changing
the types of squadrons, no increased striking power could be
expected, and smd no such changes could be made without full
consideration being given to the supply position and to other
vital air requirements, such as defence. The extent of the
offensive from Melta was thus fixed for the time being.
The Anti-Shipping Offengive
During August and September, as has already been mentioned,
owing to the incressed A.A. and fighter defences of enemy
convoys, the Blenheim effort against shipping at sea was consider-
ably modified. In the words of the A.0.C. Malta "to launch the
Blenheims against convoys in the face of the A.A. and fighter
AO(8)/1+7 opposition now frequently provided was murder™, and he considered
A H B. /—3;"" / 183 /’,50 (#) that attacks should mot be made unless a certain degree of
success for the operation and a reasonable chance of survival
for the aircraft could be expected.
The Blenheims were an easy target for experienced gunners,
Air M;arshal provided there was a reasonable volume of fire. The method of
?i.?srgnt:l account attack was to fly directly at the target ship at fifty or 2
hundgred feet above the sea and just before collision appeared
imminent to bank up over the target, the bombs being released
just before banking. The Blenheims each carried four 250-1b
bombs, which were armed with an eleven-second fuse. The bombs
were dropped in a closely-spaced stick to ensure that one or
two would hit the target. In this way the sides or deck of
' the ship would be penetrated and the bomb would lodge inside
and then explode. As a general rule the ship would then catch
) fire. The method of attack was therefore simple and if the
] convoys were lightly defenged it was also very effective. As
the defences increased, however, it became very hazardous, and
crews were being shot down on the run in %o attacke. Surprise
was almost impossible except in conditions of dust haze as

/there
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there was usually not a cloud in the sky. Fire would be
opened on the aircraft long before they were within gun range,
and huge sheets of water would rise up from the falling shells.
An atteck under such conditions required considerable coursge,
determination and leagdership.

Fighter opposition was also particularly dangerous for the
Blenheims. The fighters vould easily attack the low-flying
bombers from above, and moi;over the fighter pilot could see
the strike of his bullets on the sea and could quickly adjust
his aim on to the target. The Blerheims rarely had fighter
escort as the Hurricane range was too short, although on a few
occasions Beaufighters on temporary getachment to Malta,
accompanied them. A further danger for the Blenheims was that
of colliding with the masts of the ships, if the bank away after
the attack was not accurately timed and once or twice Blenheims
were lost by being caught in the explosion of a ship. This
danger occurred if several aircraft were attacking the same
ship. The Blenheims then had to fly close together to ensure
that they were all clear of the ship within the eleven seconds
allowed by the fuses of the bombs. If these were inaccurately
timed the Blenheims were usually too low over the ship to
escape the blast.

As a consequence of these difficulties,although several
operations against convoys were mounted, there was an increasing
tendency during the month to confine operations to attacks on
small or unescorted vessels, or vessels which were already
damaged and straggling behind their convoys. An alternative
policy employed was to increase the number of Blenheim attacks
on ports and land targets. This divergence from the original
policy laid down for the operation of the detachment from No. 2
Croup resulted in the discussions at Air Ministry and the
revision of the plans for the operation of aircraft from Malta,

as related above.

/Although
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Although the Blenheim anti-shipping operations were limited,
however, the Swordfish offensive continued steadily, and on a
few occasions night attecks on shipping at sea were made by
Wellingtons, while both types of aircraft were employed in
attacking shipping in harbour. On‘s;veral occasions visibility
for Swordfish strikes was extremely bad, and the oconvoys could
only be located with A.S.V. These weather conditions made

torpedo dropping very difficult, but nevertheless the aircraft

accounted for three enemy ships sunk at sea during the month.

Close watch was kept on the Ionian Sea and the Tunisian coastal
route by the Marylands, and Tripoli and ports in Sicily and
southern Italy were frequently visited. As the result of
Malta~-based operations in August, six ships were sunk at sea
and at least four in harbours.
Anti-shipping Strikes - August 1941

The first convoy strike took place on 5 August, when a
northbound convoy of five merchant vessels and five destroyers,
sighted by a Maryland,was attacked near Lampedusa by Blerheims.
This atteck was unsuccessful, and, on the following day,when
Blenheims were dispatched to attack a similar convoy southbound
near Pantelleria, it was decided not to attack as the ships
were escorted by Italian fighter aircraft. After dark,
however, Swordfish located the convoy with A.S.V. and attacked
it with torpedoes, and the Blenheims repeated their operation
at dawn. As a result of these sorties the Nita , Italian,
6813 tons, was sunk. On 10 August Blenheims were sent to
attack a single merchant vessel off Kerkenngh. Hits were
reported, and the ship, which was the French collier S.N.A.9,
2719 tons was reported demsged by Lloyds. On the night of
17 August, following a report by a Maryland, Swordfish were
sent to attack a southbound convoy south of Pantelleria. Ome
ship, the Maddalena Odero, Italian, 5479 tons, was sunk and oﬁz
30th, Swordfish attacking a convoy northwest of Lampedusa sank
the Italian ship Egadi 861 tons. The Blenheims achieved

/two
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two more sinkings during August. On[23rd the Italien vessel

Costanza 582 tons was sunk in convoy, and on 28th when two
merchant vessels Were attacked one of them the Cilicia , Italian,
2747 tons was lost. (1)

Three attacks on shipping in Tripoli, Catania and Lampedusa
were made by the Blenheims, but no ships were reported sunk or
damagede As the result of a Swordfish atteck on ships in
Catania or?:IOth, however, the large Italian vessel California
13060 tons was sunke It was learned later that this waa a
hospital ship.w Other attacks were made by the Swordfish on
Augusta and Syracuse, fires and explosions being reported.

Land targets viasited by the Blenheims included the airfield and
barracks at Misurata, and chemical works at Crotone and Licata.
Five Blenheims were lost during the month.

Beaufort Experiments

To meke up for the limitations imposed on the Blerheim
operations during August, the A.0.C.-in-C. Middle East,
suggested tha::::wo Beauforts at Malta,which were en route to
Egypt,should be retained at the Island for experimental opera=-
tions against shippings This plan was agreed to, but the
experiments bore little fruit. It was found that, in daylight
attacks,the Beauforts were subject to the same dangers as the
Blenheims. Owing to the short distance from the target at
which the torpedoes had to be launched, the aircraft had to
pass right over the ship, thus themselves offering an easy
target for the A.A. As the Beaufort crews at Malta were not
trained in night torpedo dropping, the possibility of employing
the aircraft for night attacks was also ruled out. The A.0.C.
suggested, hovever, that the aircraft might be used for laying
mires in Tripoli harbour, since they had been used extensively
and successfully, in similer operations from the United Kingdom.

fle

This idea was not followed up at Wl\time.

/Tripoli cee.
(1) She was claimed by the submarineyRORQuAl

of NdS hof, Moweves , cacladad e Lta liga
(2) ’::v?(l x:; ’f Bdftle :‘I‘}‘LENJI‘MWI Mcfs ‘ZI Rl thigs,
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Iripoli Raids - August 1941
R.A.F. Malta Wellingtons of No. 38 Squadron which arrived at Luga from

D.I.S.

Egypt on 6 August maintained t Pfensi t T i
ks JET T ///a /J' //J’. 2Yp ug a steady offensive ggainst Tripoli

during the month. Of nineteen operations carried out between
7 and 31 August sixteen were directed against the port. The
first, which took place on the night ot:;gth wag carried out by
gix aircraft and lasted from 0155 hours to 0350 hours. This
raid was the firat of many, designed to break down morale.
The Wellingtons arrived over the target separately, and since
each aircraft dropped its load in sticks at intervela, there
was no appreciable gap throughout the two hours when bombs
were not explodinge Most of the bombs fell in a concentrated
area near the Spanish Mole, and at least two fires were started.
On the night of 21/22 and 29/30 as many as fifteen Wellingtons
took part in the attacks, both raids lasting just under two
hours. During the former raid twenty-four tons of H.E. were
dropped, and over twenty-five tons during the latter, when many
hits were obgerved among ships in the harbour, resulting in
fires and explosions. , [ During the August raids Malta Wellingtons
aropped a total weight of 2063 tons of bombs on Tripoli, more
than half the total weight of 409% tons dropped on Tripoli by
Wellingtons from Malta since their raids began. During the
raid on the night o;i;Oth, vwhen nine Wellingtons took part,four
ghips were sunk in Tripoli harbour. They were the Neptune,
Italian, 395 tons, the Riv, Italian, 6630 tons, the

Bt 3. Fak of B Giuseppina V 367 tons and the Piammetta, Italian 393 tons. 4

Hofpany Kbmin = il further raid on Tripoli was made on the night of the 3lst. The

Pl T e Wellingtons also made two attacks on Catania and onme on Augusta.

Only one aircraft was lost on operations during August.

Further Blerheim Difficulties

During the first two weeks of September, Blenheim

operations remained on so small a scale that on the 1llth Air

Ministry commented on the diseppointing results of their effort.

Up to and including the 12th only two attacks were made against

/enipping
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shipping and two against land targets. On several occasions

the aircraft failed to find the ships they had set out to attack.
. Sed e

During an anti-ghipping strike in the Ionianﬁ onﬁllth,howaver,

in which five Blenheims took part, one ship was sunk, the

Alfredo Orieni (Italian) 3059 tons. This was the first success

of the monthe A second ship the Caffaro, Italian, 6476 tons
was sunk o:: 12th, but on this occasion three Blenheims were lost.
Wellingtons and F.A.A. Swordfish also co-operated in their
sinking.

As the A.0.C. explained, however, the Blenheims were working
under considerable disadvantages. The main drawback was the
lack of determined and experienced leadership. The Squadron
Commander was not allowed to fly, and although other leaders had
been sent from No. 2 Group, unacclimatised crews were very sus-
ceptible to gickness, in spite of preventive measuress Conse-
quently, for some weeks, the squadron's crew strength, nominally
sixteen had been down to three or four, and even this nugber had
only been achieved by mixing crews, a practice which did not
produce good results. Another difficulty was the low standard
of navigation. Compared with those in northwest Burope the
Mediterrancan winds were difficult, and landfalls far fewer, so
that the navigators hed difficulty in assessing the drift of
the aircraft, in spite of assistance and lectures from Maryland
observers. The experiment had been tried of sending a Maryland
to leed the Bilerheims to the target. This had been successful,
although unpopuler, but it had soon had to be dropped owing to
the shortage of Marylands. As there were insufficient
Blenheim crews to man the aircraft,the Blenheims had been used
by Maryland crews to make good the shortage of Maryland aircraft
which was threatening reconnaissance.

The A.0.C. considered that the best solutior to the
Blenheim problem was to allow each aquadron to remain in Malta
for four or six months,so that they could become acclimatised
and gain experience of local conditions.  Under the existing

/system
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system of short detachments,the squadrons were being withdrawm
from the island just as they were beginning to pull their weight.
On 22 September the Officer Commanding No. 105 Squadron was
killed in a flying accident and the A.0.C. felt there was no
longer any chance of pulling the squadron together. It was
consequently decided that it should be replaced by Wo. 18
Squadron from the United Kingdom, which would then remain at
the island indefinitely. Meanwhile the second Blerheim
squadron, No. 107, had arrived from the United Kingdom and
commenced operations on 15 September. No. 105 Squadron
continued operating until 27 September and returned to England
on 11 October. They had been in Malta since 28 July.

Shortly after the arrival of No. 107 Squadron several
succesasful operations against shipping were mounteds On
17 September Blenheims attacked a merchant vessel, a tug and two
laden schooners off the Tunisian coast and destroyed a schooner,
the Filuccio, Italian 248 tons, and on 19th two attacks were
made on a 24000 ton liner in Tripoli harbour. On a few
occasions when Blenheims scored hits on ships the bombs bounced
harmlessly off the geck. On 20 September four aircraft of
No. 107 Squadron atta.séed two merchant vessels off Kerkemnsh.
One of the ships which was carrying phosphate from Sfax to
Marseilles was sunk. She was the Monselet, French, 3372 tons.
On 26 September, Blenheims on a shipping sweep claimed one
1000 ton merchent vessel sunk thirty miles north-west of Tripoli
but this was not confirmed ffx33mw&w; Frequently, during the
month, Blenheims made anti-sghipping sweeps along the Tripolitan-
ian coast, and when no targets were found, attacked motor
transport on the coastal road, destroying and damaging many
vehicles and causing great congestion of the traffic. Other
targets were supply dumps and barracks at Misurata and Homs,

and factories at Licata.

/Swordfish seve
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Swordfish Operations

The Swordfish were very successful during September,
sinking at least four shipse On the night of 3 September nine
aircraft on a sweep off Sicily and the toe of Italy sighted a
convoy of seven destroyers and five merchant vessels and sank
two Italian ships. They were the Adrea Gritti, 6338 tons,
and the Pietro Barbaro 6330 tons. ) On the night of the 1lth
seven Swordfish made the first attack on a southbound convoy off
Kuriat Island, claiming two merchant vessels damaged. They
attacked it again on the following night, the Blenheims having
first bombed the ships during the day. Three hours later
Wellingtons of No. 38 Squadron made low level andgliding attacks
on the convoy, dropping ten tons of bombs. During one of these
operations the Italian ship Nicolo Ogero, 6003 tons was hit.

She blew up on 1k September. ”Ontiught 17/18 September five
Swordfish attacked a convoy mear Trapani, and in spite of poor
visibility damaged the Italian ship Col de Lana , 5891 tons.
Further attacks against shipping on the nights of 18/19 and
21/22 failed to produce results, but on 22/23 three Swordfish
attacked two merchant vessels off Kuriat Island and severely
dameged one, the Marigola , Italian, 599 tons. She was
stranded on the coast and sunk on 1 November by gunfire from a
submarine. The Swordfish also laid mines in Tripoli and Palermo
harbours during the month,while other Swordfish on Wellingtons
created a diversion with bombs.

Wellington Operations

During September Wellingtons of No. 38 Squagron maintained
a steady bombing offensive from Malta. On-/:cnights of 1/2,

4/5 and 5/6 they mounted raids on Tripoli lasting well over

three hours, causing fires and explosions. The next targets

to receive attention were Palermo and Messina, the former

being attacked three times and the latter twice during the next

five nights. Both ports were o effectively covered by

smoke~screens that no results could be observed except one
/very

The Pietro Barbaro is not included in the official Italian
list "Nave Perguti®e SECRE T
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very large fire at Messina. Palermo was attacked twice more
towards the end of the month, but results of the former were
not good and cloud over the target prevented accurate bombing
during the latter. On the night of the l}th(‘Lperations
against Tripoli were resumed and on the nights of 15th, 16th
and 17th two of the Wellingtons laid mines while the remainder
successfully created a diversion with bombas. 8ix more raids
were mounted againat Tripoli before the end of the month, the
last two being directed against Motor Transport parks, where
large fires and explosions were m On two occasions
Wellingtons were employed to create a diversion for Swordfish
laying mines in Sicilian harbours. On the night of the 22nd
Wellingtons were dispatched to attack shipping following a
Swordfish strike, but mno hits were obtaineds One aircraft
was lost on operations during the month.

The weight of bombs dropped by the Wellingtons during

September was as follows:-

g hos. Tatta 208 Target Weight of Bombs
(to nearest ton)

Tripoli 158.2

Palermo 77.3

Messina 22.9

Shipping 1k.2

Total .. 272.6

Fighter Defence

Enemy raids during August and September remained on a small
scale, and consequently there were few spectacular interceptions
by the Hurricanes. The enemy was particularly cautious in his
dey attacks end seldom sent over any aircraft besides Macchi§,

16:d v Nuity Lat and these frequently flew so high that the Hurricenes were unable
dwmy. | to gain height to intercept before the intruders had made off.

p-4.8/ ffé'/ ”J/‘r/ o On a few occasions, however, air battles took place between

Italian and British fighters. On 19 August the Hurricanes

were given particularly good warning of an enemy fighter sweep

of twelve Macchis to Malta and twelve aircraft of No. 126

Squadron were able to intercept and pursue the enemy back to

W) Ths Mecrr it dorg (800 200 ] Wud G Kol fha el Jas brre: -p
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Sicily. Two Macchis were shot down over Sicily, end a third
crashed into the sea off the coast. One of the Hurricanes
was dan%ea. On 26 August ten Hurricanes of No. 126 Squadron
and eight of No. 185 Squadron were directed to intercept a plot
circling some forty or fifty miles north of the island. No. 126
Squadron found the enemy and an engagement took plece off Cape
Scaremia. Three aircraft were claimed destroyed, and two
were probably destroyede One Hurricane was loste On 4
September two interceptions were made. During the morming
twelve Hurricanes of No. 126 Squadron intercepted a plot of
plus sixteen ten miles north of the island, and claimed six
Macchis destroyed. No. 185 Squadron which was also scrambled
claimed one aircraft destroyed. In the aftermoon eight
Hurricanes of No. 249 Squadron engaged twelve Macchis escorting
a hospital plane at sea level off Cape Passero. The Hurricanes
which were originally at 20,000 feet ceame down to 8,000 before
diving on the Macchis. One of the pilots described the engage-
ment as one of the toughest he had experienced - "The Macchis
just stayed and fought™.  Three aircraft were claimed destroyed.
When the engagement ended the aircraft were well over Sicily,
g0 the Hurricmnes decided to return to base. The Macchis
followed them however for some distance, Two Hurricanes failed
to return. Fro:,::lq.th totEOth no enemy aircraft crossed the
coast in daylight and there were only three alerts. Before
the end of September, enemy aircraft probably crossed the
coast twice in daylight.
Night Defence

While enemy day activity was infrequent and consisted
chiefly of fighter patrols, night raids were comparatively
persistent. They consisted, as a rule, of a few bombers
which came over at intervals and dropped their bombs either in
the sea or at random over the island. There were few sustained
attacks on single targets by large numbers of aircraft.
Except on the occasions when the enemy aircraft were over at &
great height, such raids were comperatively eas¥y to combat,

SECRET /out



Note on Malta
Night Fighting

Tactics

A-ugAT T5/104

(1¢
SECRET

but up to this time the fighter defence had had very little
success in night interceptions. During August, however, the
night defence gystem was overhauled and a special night fighter
unit was formed with the result that successful night intercep-
tions began to increase.
Developments in Night Fighting

In order to understand the developments that took place in
August it is necessary to know something of the anti-aircraft
defences of Malta, and the night defence tactics formerly
employed.
(a) Searchlight and Redar Organisation

From the beginning of the war Malta was very heavily
defended by a first-class barrage of guns (-121:;Jsemhlights
of which twelve were of the 150 cm type and the remainder the
90 cm type. The Searchlight Defences were orgenised into six
areas in each of which there were six to eight searchlights.
Every searchlight was connected by telephone to its Area
Headquarters, which in turn, had a direct line to the Fighter
Operations Room. The searchlights were directed purely by
sound location until the target was illuminated, and then by
eye. The weather conditions were, generally speaking, first
class for the operation of searchlights. Air conditions were
good and the enemy rarely raided the island when there was more
than three tenths cloud. Consequent\;ly the searchlights were
able to obtain a high percentage of éllwninations, about twenty-
five per cent of all raiders that crossed the coast. These
illuminations lasted from thirty seconds to three and a half
minutes, and once a target was caught it was very seldom lost
until it had passed out of range well beyond the coast.

The R.D.F. facilities, which were assisted by G.L. sets
were only moderate. Their range was usually sufficient for the

Fighter Controller to scramble the night fighters in good time
/for

(1) At night gun-fire was confined to geographical arcas
agreed between the Army and Air Force, as it was for day
operations.
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for them to obtain the height of the enemy raid by the time it
crossed the coast. Direction plotting of the raiders was good
but heights were only moderate to bad and could not be relied
upon to any great extent. There were no modern devices such
as G.C.I. or A.I. available and all the tactics were based on
the principlé gained from experience, that it is practically
usele :;sd ;1:(0‘: a Fighter Controller to vector fighters at night

on to naiﬁs}:without the assistance of modern G.C.I. and A.I.
orgenisation.

(b) Tactics Prior to August 1941

By August 1941 the Night Fighter Defence of Malta hed
passed through a number of stages of development. Pre-war
experience in the Britigh Isles had tended towards the conclu-
gion that an operational searchlight zone of belt at least
thirty miles deep was necessary for successful night fighter
defence. Although Malta provided an operational zone onky
eight miles deep, with a maximum time of target illumination of
three and a half minutes, successful fighter defence was however
soon found to be possible.

At first a single fighter was stationed in the least active
part of the searchlight layout, and sbout ten per cent of the
illuminations resulted in fighter engagements. At this time
no heights were ob’;ainable.and the next stage was the employ-
ment of two fighters at aifference heights. This was followed
by the introduction of two and then four areas for stationary
fighters, the ereas used depending on the enemy line of approach.
The most succesaful result at this stage was echieved when two
fighters were stationed at different heights in areas on either
gide of the target as it crossed the coast. Eech of these
improvements led to greater efficiency until about thirty per
cent of illuminations resulted in fighter engagements.

The fighters however were still confined to special
areas until an illumination occurred and, unless the enemy
airoraft happened to be flying towards them, a terrific chase
ensued. Consequently the enemy aircraft on being 1luminated

Joften
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often crossed the coast well ahead of the fighter and was @@
out of range of the searchlights before the fighter could
overtake. Another difficulty was that over a blacked-out andg
small land mark like Malta, it was almost impossible for the
fighter to maintain position on the patrol line on derk nights
even with the help of a flashing beacon, and on occasions
wandered as far twenty miles from the island. Consequently,
in order to obtain better results, it was necessary todvise
improved tactics.

(c) Formation of the Malta Night Fighter Unit

The first steps towards the development of night fighting
in August 1941, was the formetion of a special Night Fighter
Unit. This consisted of twelve pilots and twelve Mark II
Hurricanes, eight of which were armed with four camnnons and the
remainder with twelve guns, with the usual complement of ground
crews. In the first instance men and aircraft were provided
equally from the three fighter squadrons, but although the A.0.C.
did not ask for additional pilots or aircraft for the unit, he
requested that Air Ministry should allot a squadron number to
establish the unit"s identity and to help morale. The unit
became Wo. 1435 Flight. ) He proposed the establishment of the
unit should be eleven pilots and fourteen Hurricares with a few
airmen for maintenance, the remainder being on the station
servicing basis, as was the system for the other fighter units.
The pilots and aircraft were to come out of Malta's establish-
ment of thirty-four pilots and sixteen aircraft plus a hundred
per cent reserve of aircraft for eech of the three fighter
squedrons. In this way the A.0.C. demanded ro increases in
establishment to provide for the new unit.

In order to obtain greater efficiency the pilots of the
new unit operated solely at night. A night state of six
aircraft two of which were at readiness, and four at thirty

m:inutea wes maintained. The Hurricanes were equipped with

No JV.H.F.

1) Became ih}S Squadron on 23 July 1942 when Beaufighters
E;c)ﬂ: over n‘i:ght-f:i.ghter duties and a Spitfire squadron then
forming in Malta edopted the squedron number 1435.

SECRET
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V.H.F. and were oontrolled from the usual Fighter Operations
Rooms A very close liaison was maintained between the search-
light personnel and the night fighters, and lectures were
arranged for the benefit of both parties, as well as regular
searchlight co-operation training.
(a) New Tactics
It was found that as long as the fighters did not bear a
lesser angle than twenty degrees to the sarchlights® sound
locator on either sige of the line of approach of the enemy
aircraft, it would not greatly upset the efficiency of the sound
locator. It was also found later by experience that once the
enemy aircraft was over the island the fighter could be only
a thousand yards away on either side of a concentration of
searchlights without greatly interfering with the searchlight
efficiency. By following the concentration of searchlight
beams it was therefore possible for the fighter to take up a
position close to the raider as it approached the igland and thus
to be ready to close in to attack in the event of an illumination.
With this knowledge as a basis the following new tactics
were designed. In plaece of the four station patrol areas two
fluid patrol lines were used for the initial positioning of the
fighters, the first over the ce-tre and the second over the
south south-east of the island. As the enemy aircraft approached
Malta, the Fighter Controller gave the fighter:-
(a) the distance of the raid from the Island,
(b) the height, if known,
(c), the line of approach towards the Island.
In no circumstances did the Controller attempt to vector the
fighter. On hearing that a raid was approaching, both fighters
left their patrol lines and took up a position on each gide of
and approximately four to six miles distant from the incoming
raider. They then flew on converging courses so that they
closed in on and were in the immediate vicinity of the raider
by the time it was over the Islande The latter was then
/engeged
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engaged by any number from eight to eighteen searchlights, with
a resultant concentration of beams. The fighters then took up
positions flying parallel to and in the same direction as the
concentration was moving so that they were near if an illumina-
tion took place.

In order to reduce the risk of collision between the two
fighters as they attacked the illuminated enemy aircraft, the
camera gun switch in each aircraft was altered to operate the
tail light independently. This light was switched on by the
pilot when he engeged, and switched off again when he broke off
the engagement. This employment of the tail light was also
useful in indicating to the other fighter the position of the
enemy aircraft when the illumination had ceased. When two or
more illuminations occurred at the same time the Controller
informed the pilots of the location of each in the six search-
light areas. If several aircraft were plotted approaching at
the same time a third fighter was scrambled and remained on
patrol six thousand feet higher than the incoming raids and was
given strict orders to engege only a second illumination. 1In
the event of a major raid, when a continuous stream of aircraft
was approaching the Island,there was a possibility that if there
were numerous illuminations the airborme fighters might expend
all their ammunition before they could be relieved. In order
to avoid this it would be necessary to scramble the next three
aircraft about thirty-five mglafter the first three had
taken off. The second sorties of fighters would then orbit
Gozo at different heights until told by the Fighter Controller
to relieve one or P;;::oi‘ the first three fighters. On moon-
light nights it was sometimes possible to see a silhouette of
the enemy aircraft against the concentration of beams without
an illumination. This could only be done when the Controller
gave the height of the raider accurately.

To keep the fighter aircraft on their patrol lines while
awaiting a raid, three searchlights shining nearly vertically

/were
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were employed during periods of no moon or little moon. These
were absolutely essential and invalueble to the fighter amd far
better than any system of ground flares. Their positions
were changed nightly and they were also used for homing friendly
aircreft. Since, in any case a flashing beacon was employed
every night for homing the Malta bombers it was considered there
wag little extra risk in exposing the searchlights as well.
Night Raids - August and September 1941

The Malta Night Fighter unit achieved its first success on
the night of 5 August. Ten raiders came over, and two
Hurricanes were up to intercept. Searchlights made several
illuminations and one of the Hurricanes had a very successful
night shooting down one BR.20 and one unidentified aircraft in
flemes. The second Hurricane pilot was fired at by an enemy
aircraft, while he was closing in to attack, but he returned
fire and succeeded in shooting down his opponent. On the
following night three aircraft approached the island, but about
ten miles north of St. Paul®s Bay the leader caught fire in
mid-air and crashed into the sea where it burned for some time.
The other two aircraft then turmed beck. It was found, later
that the Italians were dropping a new type of incendiary bomb,
the technical arrangements of which were apparently faulty, as
no sooner were the bombs released than the aircraft burst into
flames. In order to keep secret from the Italians the short-
comings of the new bomb, the Hurricane pilots had to take
credit for the losses thus sustained by the enemy. The Malta
Night Fighter Unit had to be credited with five such victories .
On the night of the 1lth nine raiders came over two of which
were illuminated and shot down by Hurricanes. On the night of
the 20th, ground stations reported the sound of engines Jjust
before fawvn, and eventually a plot appeared twenty-eight miles
to the north-east. Night flying Hurricanes were ordered to make
dawn patrol, several enemy aircraft them appeared coming in and
No. 185 Squadron was scrambled. A number of these raiders

eventually made 1low flying attacks on Hal Faer and Luqa but
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caused no damage. Another plot of plus nine, eppeared to the
north and No. 126 Squadron was scrambled. These raiders did
not come in to attack and were not intercepted by the Hurricanes.
One of the latter, however found a sloop and escort vessel near
Pozzallo and attacked the former with cannon, causing much
consternation among the crews of both. The Italian broadcast
description of the raid on Hal Far and Luga was as follows:-

A particularly audacious action was carried out

over Malta. In the early hours of yesterday an

Italian Fighter formation escorted by another

formation of fighters flew over Malta and from a

very low level machine-gunned the highly equipped

base of Hal Far, while another formation crossed

the sky for indirect reasons over Malta. The

daring attack of our fighters, although met with

a most intense anti-aircraft fire was crowned with

success. Two large twin-engined bombers were set

on fire and destroyed, while another two bombers

and two single-engine planes were hit and rendered

unserviceable. Furthermore several other aircraft

to the south-east of the Aerodrome were hit, and,

Jjuaging by the flames, they sustained extensive

dameges Enemy's A.A. batteries were also attackeqd

with armement available on board our aircrafte

British fighters flying over Malta did not engage our

planes, all of which returned regulerly to their

respective bases.

On the night of 4/5 September two Hurricanes engaged and
shot down an enemy aircraft which was illuminated. It was
later learned that the aircraft was a Cante. Z.1007m the first of
its kind to be identified over Malta at night. A second Cent.
was shot down by a Hurricane on the night of the 8th. No
further enemy aircraft were engsged at night up to the end of
September, and there were several nights when no Alert was
sounded.

Fulmar Activity

An important factor in night defence was the operation of
Fulmers over southern Sicily on anti-intruder raids. These
naval aircraft, operating, on an average, every alternate night,
carried out long patrols over the enemy airfields, particularly
Gerbini, Comiso, Augusta and Gela., They carried small bombs
and machine-guns, with which they attecked perked aircraft and

other suitable targets, frequently damaging or destroying

several aireraft, and causing fires on the airfields. Their
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long patrols enabled them to watch the operational routine of the
enemy, to observe which airfields were mainly used at night and the
procedure employed on the runways for aircraft taking off and

landing, and to reconnoitre for Wellington and Swordfish raids

)

against Sicily. The Fulmars attacked enemy aircraft taking off

for or returning from raids on Malta and their constant presence
over the enemy airfields often prevented enemy raiders returning
to their base, and disorganised projected night operations. While
the FPulmars were over, most of Sicily was kept in a state of air
alarm, and to the Fulmar pilots who carried out keenly a sometimes
dull and tiring job of work, Malta probably owed many a peaceful
night.

The Fulmer patrols were not always qull however. The
following is an account of the activities of a Fulmar over Sicily
on 2/3 September taken from the Malta Daily Intelligence Summary:-

72100 hours. The Fulmar proceeded to Gerbini
and immediately saw an enemy aircraft with
navigation lights on at the same height (6,000 feet).
This aircraft disappeared but, fifteen minutes later
the navigation lights of a second aircraft were seen,
The flare path was switched on and as the aircraft
approached to land the Fulmar dived to intercept.

The enemy switched off lights and the Fulmar lost the
target until the aircraft was landing. He gave it a
short burst from eighty yards, but the aircraft landed
safely. The Fulmar climbed to two thousand feet and
patrolled. The Fulmar climbed to four thousand feet
east of Gerbini after seeing another enemy aircraft
which made out to sea. Pilot soon after sew the
gilhouette of an aircraft above him. He climbed
quickly and caught the aircraft just south of Etna.
He got in a long burst and the enemy went down in
flames about four miles north-east of Gerbini.

Three fighters were seen so the Pulmar proceeded to
Comiso where he dropped 4 x 20 1b bombs on North
dispersal. Another fighter appeared and petrol was
low so the Pulmar returned to base landing 2330 hours.
A.A. rather heavy.”

Fighter Offensive

Puring August the Hurricares carried out a few offensive
operations in Sicily, and sometimes mede offensive sweeps to
the Sicilian coast, although the latter were seldom fruitful.
The seaplane base at Syracuse was attacked by three aircraft
on 17 August when one seaplane was set on fire and others -

rigdled with bullets. A.A. fire commenced as the fighters
/flew

(1] For example the Fulmars kept a close watch on a qummy
flare path which the Italians moved about in the proximity of
the airfields.
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flew over the town to attack. On‘ZOth gix Hurricares of

No. 126 Squadron attacked barrage balloons, sea planes and p;.trol
tank installations at Augusta. Three balloons were set on fire
and seaplanes damagede A barrage was put up at Syracuse
although the Hurricanes did not fly within ten miles of it. At
the beginning of the month Beaufighters were still based at
Malta, following Operation Substance which took place at the end
of July. At dawn on 2 August two aircraft attacked Rizzo
airfield, destroying one S.79 and badly demaging four more, and
on the evening of the following day two Beaufighters attackeq
fighters on Reggio Celebria airfield. Many aircraft were
claimed destroyed and badly damaged.

A development in September was the fitting of bomb racks
to twenty-four of the Hurricanes and the introduction of fighter-
bomber raids on Sicily. Throughout August and September
between thirty and sixty fighters had been observed on Comiso
airfield and many more on other airfields in Sicily. The
airfield of Comiso was the first target chosen for the Burricane
bombers, which, with Huricane fighter escorts made four attascks
during September. Dive-bombing tactics were employed and many
enemy aircraft were reported destroyed or damageds The bombers
cerried approximately six 40-1b G.P. bombs and two 25-1b
incendiaries. A train shooting offensive was also commenced
in Sicily during the month. On 1 September cannon Burricanres
attacked a train, hitting the engine and the driver's cabin and
causing clouds of steam. This single operation was assumed to
have been highly successful, as for some time to come no
further train movements were observed during daylight.

Towards the end of September Beaufighters of Wo. 272
Squadron and fighter Blenheims of No. 113 Squedron arrived on
detachment for operations in commection with Operation "Halberd ™.

/During
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During their stay these attacked sceplane bases at Marsala,
Cagliari and Elmas and the airfield of Bo Rizzo, besides other
targets.
Operation Halberd’- 25-28 September 1941

An important event in September was the arrival of the
"Halberd"™ convoy. It had been decided that the convoy should
congist of six merchant vessels, and that the voyage through the
Mediterranean from Gibraltar to Malta, a naval escort would be
provided by Force H, including three battleships, one aircraft
carrier, five cruisers and eighteen destpoyers. It was agsumed
that the Italian Fleet with up to four battleships might be
sent to dispute the passage of the convoy. In view of the
heavy naval protection being provided the Admiralty was very
anxious that the fullest poasible air support should be given
from Malta, particularly in the form of reconnaissance and fighter
protection. The A.0.C. calculated that at least eight addi-
tional Marylands would be necessary to fulfil reconnaissance
requirements, and thiz{y-six Beaufighters for shipping protection
and offensive operations sgainst enemy airfields. The Air
Ministry arranged that the September consigmnment of eight
reinforcing Beaufighters for the Middle East should arrive at
Malta in time for the operation, and agreed to the temporary
loan to Malta of six additional Beaufighters from Coastal
Command. The 4.0.C. in C. undertook to supply four or five
long range Marylands, eight, possibly ten Beaufighters, and
eight Blenheim fighters to help make up the deficiency of twelve
Beaufighters.

Preliminary air proposals for the operation were as
follows:=

(a) Reconneissance as for operation "Substance”

(b) Escort. Beaufighter escort in Skerki area

and as required in approaches to Malta.

(c)} Offensive.

/(1)
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(i) Maximum effort for bombing of Messina,
Palermo, Trapeni with repetition on the
most fruitful target on the four nights
preceding the arrival of the convoy.

(ii) Beaufighter attacks on airfields and sea-
plane bases at Cagliari, Palermo, Borizzo,
Marsela and Pantelleria during the approach
of the convoy to Malta.

(iii) Beaufighter anti-reconnaissance patrol between
Trapani and Pantelleria prior to the passage

of the convoy through the Narrows.

(iv) Intruder patrols by Fulmars to keep gown
enemy night movements or attacks

(v) Swordfish striking force at readiness.

For several days prior to the arrival of the convoy at
Malta preliminary air operations were carried out in the form
of special reconnaissance and offensive sorties against enemy
neval and air bases. Between 22 and 26 September P.R.
Hurricanes, and a P.R. Spitfire sent out for the operation,
made frequent reconnaissance patrols over Sicilian and south
Sardinian ports, airfields and seaplane bases, and bases in
Pantelleria and at Tunis and Bizerta in North Africa.
Wellingtons and Swordfish made night attacks onréhth and 25th
against Palermo, where many units of the Italian Fleet had been
sighted. During the latter attack Swordfish leid mines outside
the harbour to block the entrance.

The convoy entered the Mediterranean on 25 September,
and by mid-day onf:27th the ships had reached Galita Island,
south of Serdinia. From 1255 hours until 1405 several attecks
from torpedo aircraft were sustained, during which the battle
ghip Nelson was severely damaged. At 140k hours a report
was received from a R.A.F. Mary}\and that tvéo enemy battleships

and eight destroyers were in 38.20N, 10.140{, end steering

SEGRET /towards
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towards the convoy. The ships were shajowed by the Marylend
until 1500 hours by which time their course had been altered to
the northward, ending all hope of an engagement. Further air
attacks during daylight were driven off by the Ark Royal's
Pulmars, but during the night several attacks were made during
which one transport the Imperial Star was torpedoed and so badly
dameged that attempts to tow her proved futile, and she had to be
sunke At 0630 hours on the 28th a Fulmar and Beaufighters
arrived from Malta, and, eccording to Admiral Bumughz, gave
"excellent protection for the remainder of the passage™.

Puring 27 Septeaber, Beaufighters had contributed to the
safety of the convoy and naval ships by attecking enemy air-
fields and seaplane bases in western Sicily and southern
Sardinia. Attacks on Marsala seaplane base and Bo Rizzo
ajirfield were made at 0820 and 0930 hours resgpectively, and
Cagliari seaplane base was attefiged at 1501‘3:*" An attack on
Bo Rizzo by Blenheims of No. 105 squadron had to be abandoned
owing to bad weather, but aircraft of the squadron attacked
targets at Porto Empedocle on the south coast of Sicily. From
0555 to 1330 Marylands patrolled between Marittimo and Cape
Carbonara, from 1545 to 1830 a Maryland patrolled Tunis =
Pantelleria - Cape Bon, Marittimo, and from 1600 to 1840 patrols
were made off the east Sicilian coast. During the day
Beaufighters and Blenheim fighters made anti-submarine and anti-
E-beat patrols, and with Fulmars provided escort for two ships
leaving Malta for Gibralta.

During 28 September several offensive air operations were
mounted from Malta with the objeot of pinning down and destroy-
ing enemy aircraft during the approach and unloading of the
shipse An important feature of these operations was the use of
Hurricanes as bombers for the first time, a successful experi-
ment which led to the frequent use of Hurri-bombers in the
future. Two attacks by six Hurricene bombers and six fightersa
were made at 0715 and 0930 hours sgainst Comiso airfield and a
gimilar attack was mede at 1400 hours. The total weight of

SECRET /borbs
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bombs dropped in these attacks was 5,140 1b of which it was
estimated ninety per cent fell in the target area. Other
air activity for the convoy included anti E-boat and submarine
patrols by Beaufighters and fighter Blenheims, and Maryland
patrols between Merittimo and Cape Carbonar:during which the
enemy I'leet was sighted three times on a southerly course. 1In
the evening of the 28th, having unloaded passengers, the naval
escort left Malta on its journey back through the Western
Mediterraneane
(;',wo:f'..'tu

The part played by the R.A.F. in {"Halberd" was highly
successfule The Senior Office, Force H, attributed the
absence of bombing during the operation, to the air attacks on
enemy aerodromes. Vice Admiral Bnrrough: also paid tribute to
the R.A.F. fighters from Malta, which provided "excellent
protection™ and gave the Fleet a great sense of security. This
success in naval co-operation was particularly gratifying in
that it showed a rapid improvement in efficiency since the
"Substance™ operation

The arrival of this convoy solved Malta's supply problem
for some time. Stocks of most requirements were now expected
to last until the early summer of 1942, although the dispatch
of disperate amounts of stores led to some supplies running out

before others.

[ Chaptas 11
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MALTA AND THE 'CRUSADER' OFFENSIVE - OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 1941

The ortance of Malta in the Plan for Operation 'Crusader®

By the autumn of 1941, the familiar pattern repeated throughout
the Mediterranean campaigns of time in relation to reinforcement had
become fully apparent. Both sides were epdeavouring to build up
their forces in North Africa, in order to resume the offensive, and
reinforcement and supply became a race against time, in which sea
transport was the deciding faotor. After successive postponements,
in September ard October 1941, General Rommel with his Pangergruppe
Afrika, aimed at launching an offensive for the reduction of Tobruk,
about the third week in Novem‘oer.(1) On the other hard, General
Auchinleck planned to commence the 'Crussder' offensive to relieve
Tobruk and expel the enemy from Cyrenaice, on 18 November.

In September 1941, the Chiefs of Staff signalled to the
Commanders-in-Chief, Middle East and Mediterranean that the inter-
coption of supplies to Libya, in the next few weeks, was a matter
of such importance that they were anxious to be in possession of all
the information on the subject. This led to an assurance from the
Commanders~-in-Chief that they were fully alive to the great import-
ance of interrupting supplies to North Africa, and that their
resources were being used to the utmost. _They considered that
increased in’cefceptions and sinkings of enemy ships could only be
achieved by adding to Middle Bast resources in reconnaissance
aireraft and torpedo bombers. The fitting of A.S.V. to aireraft
searching for ships gave greater chance of interception, especially
as weather conditions during the winter months were likely to make
the locating of convoys more difficult. Furthermore, an increased
scale of bombing attack on ports should achieve good results,
although Middle East resources were being used to the limit.

By 17 October, the Air Officer Cogmanding-in-Chief, Middle

(1) The siege of Tobruk began on 12 April 1941.

/ Bast
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East, Air Marshal A.W. Tedder issued an important directive to the
Air Officer Commanding, Royal Air Foroe, Malta, Air Vice-Marshal
Hugh Pughe Lloyd, on the future oconduct of operations from Malta:
fyajor operations,” he wrote, ¥are impending in Libya with

the object of driving the enemy out of Libya and
Tripolitania. Instruotions have been received that every

A,0.C, -in-C. available force is to be concentrated to achieve this aim....
file Malta Your forces in Malta can contribute powerfully towards
4 ;/_gfLIJ1/183/ 160(A) this common cause, Interruption of enemy sea supplies

to Africa remaingdyour primery objeotive, in partiocular,
every effort should be made to deal with tankers or ships
carrying petrol.”

A second Wellington Squadron, No. 104, would be sent from England
for temporary attachment at Malta, thus enabling No. 38 Squadron
o be returned to Egypt.(1) #hen the 'Crusader' operation began,
the Egypt-based Wellingtons would concentrate their attack on

~ targets in the forward area and the Wellingtons from Malta oould
assist by bombing Benghazi., Air attacks from Malta on Italian
ports would assist the operations in Libya, both by interrupting
supplies and by leading to the retention of Italian fighters in
Italy.

At the end of October, the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief
followed up with a further instruction to the Air Officer
Commanding, Malta, For the next two weeks ('Crusader' was to be
launched on 18 November) the operations to assist 'Crusader’
should be :

Wellingtons (a) Sustained light nuisance raids against

Naples.
(b) Heavy attacks on Tripoli, with the
maximum effort when oconvoys arrived.

Blenheims The first priority was to be south-bound

shipping and the second Tripoli, Benghazi and
lend lines of commmication in North Africa.(2)

It is of the utmost importance,' he oconcluded, 'from now
orwards to discover and intercept enemy shipping en route to
Benghazi. This should take priority over all other commitments.'
(1) The move of No. 10k Squadron from the U.K, to Malta began on

17 October and of No. 38 Squadron from Malta to Egypt on

25 October.

(2) This instruction was subsequently modified, because of the
heavy Blenheim losses.
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Comparative Air Strengths October and November, 1941

The force of Cat. A aircraft (Serviceable or serviceable
within 14 days) at the disposal of the Air Officer Commanding,

Malta, on 5 October, 1941 amounted to 148 aircraft, made up as

follows;
Fighters
Hurricanes 97
Beaufighters 5 (1)
102
Bombers
Wellingtons 15
Blenheims 17
32 (2)
Reconnaissance
Marylands 13
Spitfires 1
Ay

The Malta Order of Battle, en 7 October, 1941, was:

Squadren Type I.E, Esteblishment ILocation  Remarks

105/407 Blenheims 16 Luga For special
shipping ops.

38 Wellingtons 16 Luga

126 Hurricanes 16 Takali

185 Hurricanes 16 Hal Far

249 Hurricanes 16 Takali

69 Marylands 7 Luqga Reconnaissance

830 Swordfish 12 Hal Far Under A,0.C,

(F.A.A.) for certain

ops.
At this time, there were no Germman Air Force units on Sicily.
oA
In April and May, 1941, units of Flieﬁkorps X bad been switched

(1) These Besufighters which had arrived in Malta en route to the
Middle East hed been retained in order to carry out low-level
attacks against military traffic on the Tripoli-Benghazi road,
Early in December, they were recalled to Egypt.

(2) Does not include Fleet Air Arm Swordfish of No. 830 (F.A.A.)
Squadron. /to
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to Crete and the Aegean and, since that time, responsibility
for continuing the air offensive against Malta had been left to
the Italians, It was not until December, 1941, with the

appointment of Kesselring as C,-in-C. South and the transfer of

apain

Iuftflotte 2 to the Mediterranean, that Luftwaffe units began

to operate from Sicily against Malta,egaix,

The strength of the Italian Air Force units on Sieily, for
October, 1941, is not available, but there is no evidence that
their strength fluctuated considerably during this pericd and the
Order of Battle is given for November, 1941.

Italian Air Force Strength on Sicily, November, 1341

Iype Strength  Serviceable
Fighters 180 126
Bombers 122 83
Army Co-op and Navy 72 33

374 252

From their strategically central position, the R.A.F. bombers
based on Malta hed a choice of important targets which included
the enemy sea convoys, their ports of departure in Europe and
arrival in North Africa, together with land targets such as road
convoys, dumps, bases and landing grounds, The available force
was too small and ill-equipped = the bombers were proving them=-
selves most unsuitable for attacks against well-escorted merchant
vessels - one would have thought to make any significent
contribution to the land battle, Furthermore, the sea area over
which they operated from such a tiny island base wes vast, It
invelved something like two thousand square miles of open sea, in
land planes, from which there was but small chance of survival
and resoue if one were forced down. Both targets and base
required accurate, pin-point navigation and a raid on Benghasi,
for instance, necessitated a round trip of some eight hundred

miles., Nevertheless, the continuance of the British air and

/naval
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naval base of Malta lying ethwart the enemy's lines of
communication, was providing ons of the chief obstaoles to Axls
oontrol over the Mediterrenean and hegemony over the Middle East,
Arrival of Foroe K at Malta 24 October.

Two oruisers and two destroyers, H.M.S. Aurora, Penelope,

Lanoe and Lively arrived at Malta on Qotober 21 to operats under

the Vice-Admiral Malta, Vice-Admiral Sir Wilbrehem Ford., Force K,

as it wes termed, was strengthened by two more oruisers ani two
destroyers, Ajex and Neptune, Kingston and Kimberly on Noveﬁber 29.
The important successes scored by Foroe K against ensmy convoys
will be referred to later in the narrative,

The C,A.S. Worried by the Heavy Blenheim Losses

The vulnerability of the Blenheims, which constituted one
half of Malta® small bomber force and was the only R.A.F. airoraft
suitable for daylight attacks on enemy convoys, was oausing
oonsiderable concern at this time, The C,A.S. wrote to the

A.0.C.-in-C, , Middle East, on 1 Osctober:

I em becoming rather anxious about the strein that
is being imposed on the Blernheims at Malta by their
constant use in low attacks on heavily-escorted
merchant ships, The trouble is that one sendsout a
squadron composed of a few real leaders and the rest
good followers, but not leaders, Soon the leaders
got killed and then there is no-ons with the neaessary
heart to take on what is, after a2ll, an extremely tough
Job, and so the sfficiency of the attack wanes and
morale wanes with it, It is no good imagining that
all our men are heroes who can stard, indefinitely, the
tremendous risks which these attacks involve. I see
thet in the last three months we heve lost eighteen
orews out of the comparatively small number that have
been operating and frankly I do not think that we cen
agk one or two units to bear the brunt indefinitely,
As you know, we sent the 2 Group Blenheims out baecause
they hed learned the trick of getting these ships by
low bambing and X think the time has aame when the
burden must be spread evenly over the whole of your
Command ......

Another point., The feeling among the Blenheim
orews in Melta is thet, while it is fair to ask them
to 'bump-off' e merchent ship which is unsscorted or
weakly escorted, it is up to the Navy to deal with the
very strong A.A. escorts that are now being provided.
Is it really impossible under present conditions to
put at Malta surface vessels which oould ocoasionally
go out and 'beat up' the escorts? Could you not
persuade Cunningham to taske a hand in this?
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Over the question of the Blenheims, the A.0.C.=-in-€.
replied that he had a scheme in mind for relieving the Malta
squadrons. His own feeling was that the Blenheim attacks
against heavily escorted convoys by day were beceming too
éxpens:lve and these views were shared by the A.0.C. Malta.

To his mind, night attacks on the convoys were the answer and
the Flenheims should be used for the ships that were rash
enough to go without suitable escort.

At this time, there was a controversy between the
Commanders-in-Chief as to whether the enemy battleships or
merchant ships should take precedence as air targets. It was
the Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean's view that the battle-
ships should take precedence, whereas Air Marshal Tedder,
supported by General Auchinleck, was of the opinion that the
jmmediate objectives should be the cargo vessels and that
should the enemy succeed in disoharging these ships in Benghazi,
the Eighth Ammy's advance in Libya might be seriously delayed.
The view that cargo vessels and not ships ef war should remain
the primary objective for shipping strikes by aircraft was
maintained in the face of oppositien from the Ce=in=Ce
Mediterranean, Admiral Cunningham, The controversy was again
raised in the disagreement over the R.A.F. handling of air

operations at the time of the Breoonshire convoy.

Shipping Strikes by Malta-based Airoraft in Support of Operation

"Crusader™ - October and November, 1941

During the month of October, 1941, Malta-based aircraft,
inoluding the Fleet Air Arm, sank eleven enemy ships totalling

2,691 tons. The figures for the month were:-

Navy % Mine Aircraft Shared
29,719 1,527 2l ,691 1,766 (F.A.A, and Sub.)

Total: 60,723 tons G.R.T.
/A1l
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X A11 the gigures for the Navy exzclude the Fleet Air Arm.
Out of this total, the R.A.F. sank 4,174 tons, the Fleet
Air Arm 20,517 tons, with a further 4,786 shared between the
Navy (submarine) and the Pleet Adr Arm, There was a further
7,744 tons seriously damaged by the Royal Air Horce,
Details of the ships sunk, seriously damaged by aircraft or

shared during October, 194)1 are:-

Date Name Flag Pogition Tomnage Remarks
Qot.
5 Rialto Italian 33.30 K, 6,099 F.A.A.
15,50 B.
‘ 1
7-8 Reichenfels  German Tripoli 7,51.1; Seriously
damaged in
R.A.P.raids.
8 Paola 2 Ttalian 15 miles 863  Bombed
Podesta S.W. of R.ALF,
Favignana
Sioily.
6,485 F.A.A.
11 Casaregis " 34,00 &
12,56 B,
1,  Bainsizza m 3,.18 No 7,935  P.A.A.
12,16 B,
18 Caterina " 8% miles 4,786 F.A.A. and
from Sub.
Tripoli.
23 Awchille " W.N.W, of 2,415 R.A.F.
= Marittimo

There were also six small craft, totalling 896 tens, mostly sunk
by the Royal Air Porce in air raids on Tripoli on 13 Qctober.
The first successful shipping strike in October was made
Swonbferh

on the night 4/5 by seven Malta-based Wh‘of Fo. 830
Squadron Fleet Adr Arm which attacked a convoy of six merchant
vessels, escorted by five destroyers, in the Central Hediterranean.
As a result of this attack, the 6099-ten Italian merchent ship,
Rialto, was sunk, Two nights later, the 7744-ton German ship

' on Trpele
Reichenfels was seriously damaged in the course of a raid [‘by

/seven
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seven Wellingtons of Ne. 38 Sgjadron.sw=deipoii. This ship
was subsequently sunk in June, 1942,

During the night of 10411 October, a remarkably sucocess-
ful shipping strike was made by a Swordfish of No. 830 Squadron
F.A.A. and fellingtons of No. 38 Squadron on a convoy of four
merchant ships, escorted by five destroyers, which had been
located socme 50 miles to the east of Kuriat Islend. Three
attacks were made, twoe by the Swordfish and one by the
Wellingtons and the Qasaregia of 6,485 tons was sunk outright.
A third ship, the Baingizza of 7,933 tons carrying 3,273 tons
of ammunition and M.T, was so badly damaged that she sank three
days later,

The 4,786-ton Italian ship Caterina loaded with 2,162
tons of ammunition and M.T, was sunk on the night of 17/18
October when five Swordfish of No., 830 Squadron F.A.A.
attacked a convoy of four merchant ships, escorted by five
destroyers, to the south of }'h.ntell;ria. The convey was
attacked simultaneously by submarines and the Caterina was
finally assessed as shared between aircraft and submarine.

The last successful shipping strike of October, 1941 was
scored. on the 23rd by four Blenheims of No. 107 Squadron which
bombed the 2,415-ton S.S. Abchille which had been located by
a recennaissance aircraft some fifty miles to the north-west
of Marittimo Island. After a Blenheim captained by
Sgte. Hopkinson had scored a direct hit on the ship, near the
funnel, a large cloud of steam and smoke was seen and the
crew abandoned the ship which sank the next day.

As a direct result of these successful air attacks against
their convoys, the enemy strengthened their defences and
employed stronger and heavier escorts, thus increasing the

hazrds run by attacking aircraft, particularly the Blenheims.
/This
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This ooincided with a deterioration in weather conditions which,
as will be seen later, sericusly hampered air operations from
Malta., Thus, from the end of Ootober to 18 November, when
"Crusader™ was launched, :airqz:f;llz ,accounted for only two sinkings.
Gn 5 November, the M of 1,019 tons was amk by a
force of six Blenheims and another small ship of 246 tons, the
Maria Brune, was sunk ocut of the same convoy, in the Gulf of Sirte,

Towards the end of November, there was an improvement as the
enemy reverted to their earlier policy of sending small, weakly-
escorted convoys across to North Africa which were suitable fer

attack by the Blenheims,

Date Name Flag Tonnage Positien Remarks
Nov.
28 Speranza Italian 445 Bengliazi R.ALF.
28 Berbera " 2,093 Navarino R.A.F.
Bay.
28 _Priaruggia " 1,196 Benghazi  R.A.F.
30 Capo Faro " 3,476 96 miles R.AF,
W.S.W.of
Strophadia
Island.

Two other small oraft, the Nuove Ciccillo of 43 tons and the

Generale Gerbi of 143 tons were both sunk by the R.A.F. in a
raid on Benghazi on 30 November.

On 28 November, a most important success was soored at
Navarino when the Italian tanker Berbera of 2,093 tons and
aocounted a very valuable ship was sunk by a combined shipping
strike of four Elenheims of No. 18 and two of No. 107 Squadrons.
In spite of intense A.A, gunfire, the Blenheims carried out
their attack from mast height, scoring five direct hits on the
Berbera which burst into flames. The 3,476-ton Capo Fare
was sunk on 30 Noveﬁber by six Blenheims of No., 18 Squadren 96
miles to the west-south-west of Strophadia Island, in the Ionian

Sea, virhen, in the oompany of another ship, she was being escorted

/by
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by a destroyer. The airoraft scored three hits on the Capo Faro
which was left in a sinking condition, the crew having taken to
their boats.

The Priaruggia of 1,196 tons was sunk in the course of heavy
raids on Benghazi on the night 28/29 November by a combined force
of 34 Wellingtons, eight of them based on Malta and 26 frem Egypt.
Very extensive fires were caused in the port and considerable
damage, which included the sinking of the ship.

The finsl figures for the month ef Nevember were:-

Nevy Aircraft
57,064 tons. 8 »910 tons.
Total 65,974 tons

The very heavy losses inflicted on the enemy convoys by the Royal
Navy during the month was largely due to the presence at Malta |
of Foroe "K". Their most outstanding sucoess, when 40,000 tons
of enemy merchant shipping was sunk, on 9 November, is referred
to in a later Section.

According to enemy figures, 77% of the shipping employed
on the North African convey route in Nevember 1941 was sunke
Out of 79,000 tons of cargo despatched, 50 ,000 tons was lost,
while only some 5,000 tons ocut of 13,500 tons arrived for the
German forces. Of the fuel supplies despatched for the Germans,
only 1,154 tons arrived or less than 20%. The only way the
enemy oould make up for these serious losses of freights - the
#hika Ky |
Srtor—torps were at this time heavily engaged by .the Eighth
Army in Operation "Crusader™ - was to replace cargo vessels with
warshipse Thus, the Italian Favy was forced to use cruisers,
destroyers, auxiliary cruisers and submarines to carry troops,
ammunition and fuel to Benghazi and Derna. The total quantity
of stores transported by Italian warships to North Africa in the
three weeks between 12 November and 3 December amounted to only
some 1,200 tons, mostly fuel. Nevertheless, acoording to this
same gnemy source, it was largely because of the work of these
Ttalian naval units and the single Italien and German supply

/Ehips
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ships whioh managed to break the blockade, that Rommel's retreat
was sucoessfully aocomplished and the Eighth Army's plan te
encirole the temporarily immobilised German and Italian tanks
wa.s unsuccessful.

What the enemy described as "a major success for British
airoraft'™ oocurred in November when Malta-based bembers and
torpedo-carrying aircraft forced an important enemy convoy to
return to base. Glano made the following interesting reference
in his diary to this abortive attempt:

The convoy which was to cross last night

(21/22 November)) direct to Tripeli by fellewing the route

east of Malta has not succeeded in passing. The boats

under the attack of torpedo planes turned back towards
Taranto, and at the same time two cruisers, the Trieste

/
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and the Duke of Abruzzi were struck by torpedces.

Fortunately, they were not sunk. There is no doubt that

the task of moving convoy supplies is most difficult and it

is that which keeps our hearts in our throats

The convoy consisted of four large supply ships, escorted
by four cruisers and nine destroyers which left Naples bound for
North Africa, via Messina, on 20 November., The first sighting
was made on 21 November by a Maryland of No.69 Squadron
(Sgt. MacDonald), in the vicinity of Messina., As a result, a
special Wellington began shadowing the convoy from 21.15 hours
and with its help a striking force of four Swordfish and four
other naval aircraft carried out an attack from 0049 to 0105
hours on 22 November when the convoy was some 12 miles from
Cape Spartivento, In spite of intense and accurate A.A. gunfire
from all ships, the aircraft attacked with torpedoes and cme of
the cruisers was hit. A force of thirteen Malta-based Wellingbms
next attacked and dropped approximately twenty tons of bombs, at
low end medium altitudes, No direct hits were claimed, but
many sticks straddled the ships which scattered in all directions,
until the convoy covered an area some ten miles in length,
Another of the crulsers, having been hit by a torpedo from a
submarine, the Italian Naval Staff "oconsidered that the cemvoy no
longer possessed the necessary strength to meet the threat of
attack by British naval forces from Malta, and so ordered it to
turn back." Another force of four Wellingtons despatched to

attack the convoy reported "no target” and returmed to base,

Destruction of Enemy Convoy by Naval Force YK Based on Malta,
Night 8[_2 November.

The temporary check to successful shipping strikes by

airoraft whioh ocourred during the first half of November 1941

was more than compensated for by the complete destruction, on
9 November, of an enemy convoy by naval surface ships based on
/Malta

SECRE T



(qf

SECRET

Malta. On 12 QOotober, two cruisers, the Aurora and Penelope

*The War at Sea' and two destroyers, the Lance and Lively, under the command of

vol. 1T Captain W.G. Agnew, and later known as Force K/, left Seapa for
the Mediterranean and reached Valetta on 21 Qctobser to operate
under the Vice-Admiral Malta, Vice-Admiral Sir Wilbraham Ford.
This movement was well-timed, as early in November the Italian
Navy made an attempt to resume the Tripoli convoys which hed been

Axis Naval oompletely suspended since 19 October, owing to the severe losses

Policy and

Operations in sustained during that month which emounted to 63% destroyed or

the Mediterranean

1939 to May 1943, damaged of all shipping employed on the African cenvoy route,

R.2A2. On 8 November, a group of seven cargo ships totalling about
forty thousand tons gross sailed from Naples, via Messina, for
North Africa, That afterncon, a Maryland of No.69 Squadron
(Wing Commander Dowland, Pilot Officer Potter and Pilot
officer Gridley), while on a routine reconnaissance of the
Cephalonia - Corfu area, sighted at 13.50 hours a convoy some
forty miles to the east of Cape Spartivento and travelling in

37 en easterly direction. Force XY sailed immediately from Grand

Harbour to intercept the convoy, They made contact at 00.40
hours, on 9 November., Seventeen minutes later, the Aurora
opened fire and the action soon became general. In bright
moonlight and good visibility, they/eucceeded in sinking a1l seven

cargo ships and two of the escorting destroyers, the Fulmine and

hebeccio,
TS .
The ships were:
Cente di Misurata 5,014 tons  (tanker)
Maria 6,339 (motor)
a.t4.8. ht P
Eneuny SWipping Minatitlan (ex Mex.,) 7,800 (tanker)
:f‘gh\:\uu”;:n Rina Gorrado 5,180
Duisburg (motor) 7,389
Segitta 5,153
San Marco (ex Muinam - Danish) 3,113
39,988
- /Although
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Although the engagement lasted for over an hour, on
practically the same spot, and was visible from a long distance,
the Ttalian cruisers did not intervene. Hurricanes of No.185
Squadron escorted Force *K¥ back to Malta, Formations of
aireraft comprising Caproni 135s, escorted by Macchi 200s made
four attacks on the British ships, but the attacking airoraft
were driven off by the escorting Hurricanes and gunfire from
H.M, ships.

The success of Force & had a profound effect on the enemy
supply progremme for Libya and cruiser escort had to be provided
for the convoys until the virtual elimination of Force &Y by
mines on the morning of 19 December,

The fajlure of the Italians to protect the convoy gave rise
to widespread criticism of the morale in Italian warships and of
the political reliability of the Italien armed forces., The
German Admiral in Rome, however, reported that the disaster was
rather the result of the inadequate tactical training of the
Italian naval forces and the shortcomings of their command. An
important result of this success was that the Italians regarded
the sea route to Tripoli as blockaded and, for a period, sent
supply ships only to Cyrenaica, where the facilities for the
unloading were very limited.

Count Ciano's entry in his diary for 9 November is revealing:

»Since September 19 we hed given up trying to get convoys
through to Libya; every attempt had been paid for at a high
price, and the losses suffered by our merchant marine had
reached such proportions as to discourage any further
experiments, To-night we tried it again; Libya needs

materials, arms, fuel, more and more every dey. And a

convoy of seven ships left accompanied by two ten-thousand

ton oruisers and ten destroyers, because it was known that at

Malta the British had two battleships destined to eot as

wolves emong the sheep. An engagement ocourred, the results

of which are inexplicable. All, I mean all our ships were
sunk, and one or maybe two or three destroyers. The

British returned to their ports after having slaughtered us...

This morning Mussolini was depressed and indignant, This

will undoubtedly have profound repercussions in Italy,

Germeny and above all in Libya. Under the circumstances,
we have no right to complain if Hitler sends Kesselring

as Commander in the south.”
/1t
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It will be recalled how a heavily-escorted convoy was
forced to turn back on 21 November, after having been attacked
by Fleet Air Arm Swordfish and R.A,F, Wellingtons, This was
followed, on the night 24/25 November, by the sinking of two
German cargo vessels, the Maritza of 2,910 tons and the Procida
of 1,842 tons, by Force .k,

According to an enemy report, the ships were taking "valuable
supplies, including petrol, to Benghazi, for the Luftwaffe,"

The British considered these two supply ships to be so important
that two naval forces, Force /B” of the Mediterranean Fleet,
consisting of the 7th and 15th Cruiser Squadrons, based en

Gibraltar, and Force Yk” (Aurora, Penelope, Lance and Lively)

based on Malta, both put to sea to intercept the convoy.
S KW g Gl

The two ships, escorted by two destroyers, were sighted y
by a Maryland of No.69 Squadron at 07.40 hours on 24 November,
After a Blenheim striking force from Malta had failed to locate
the convoy, Force *X made contact and attacked. When the range
hed closed to 8,000 yards, the enemy destroyers retired, leaving
the Maritsa and Procida at the mercy of the Penelops, who
destroyed both ships within a few minutes, The German Staff
reported that the sinking of these two ships made the fuel supply
of the Luftwaffe in Africa critical,

Wellington Reinforcements: Transfer of No.104 Squadran $o

Malta Qctober 19id.

In accordance with Air Ministrys declared policy to step up
the bombing of enemy ports, in preparation for Operation "Crusade’
the transfer of No.104k Squadron from the United Kingdom to Malta
began on 17 Qotober 1941, when six Wellingtons left Stanton
Harcourt and arrived early next morning. Two more aircraft
arrived at Malta via Gibraltar on the same day and a final
detachment of seven arrived on 20 October.

/The
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The six Wellingtons which arrived on 18 October were
operational the next day when, together with eleven aircraft of
No.38 Squadron, they carried out an attack on Tripoli. Another
heavy attack wes made on Naples on the night 21/22 October by a
combined force of 24 Wellingtons drawn from Nos. 104 and 38
Squadrons.

After this period of overlap, with the two squadrons
operating together, No,38 Squadron began to move back to Egypt
on 25 Ootober, Five Wellingtons arrived at Shallufa on
25 October and a further nine on the following day. @)

Port Bombing:s Use of 4.,000-1b Bombs in Atteck Against Raples

Night 21/22 October.

In Qctober 1941, the Wellingtons of Nos. 38, 40 and 104
Squadrons carried out a total of twenty-eight operations,
employing an average of seven aircraft on each operation, The
port of Tripoli was attacked thirteen times, Naples six times and
raids were carried out against airfields at Mellaha, Elmas, on
Sardinia where there was also a seaplane base, and Trapani, Sicily
Altogether nearly 250 tons of bombs were dropped on these targets.

On 8 Ootober, the Chief of the Air Staff suggested in a
signal to the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Middle East, that
from all reports morale in Italy was so low that a diversion of a
proportion of the Wellington effort to Naples might achieve a
greater dislocation in German supplies to North Africa than if the
welght of attacks on Tripoli were to be increased, He asked Air
Marshal Tedder to consider dropping two or three 4,000-1b bombs
in the congested dock area of Naples, accompanied by ledflets
addressed to the dock workers to the effect that "if they

continued to loed ships for Africa, they must expect to be bombed

(1) No.38 Squadron had been detached to Malta from the Middle
East since 5 August 1941. No. 104 Squedron were, in turn,
transferred to Egypt early in January, 1942 when enemy
attacks on Luga airfield became too Snténse.

/more
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more and more often with larger and larger bombs.”

Adr Marshal Tedder agreed with this suggestion, There was,
however, some delay and confusicn in the execution of this project
caused by the fact that the tails for the bombs, which had been
classified as "ironmongery" in the U.K., had been loaded on one
ship and the bombs, classified as "explosive:z' s on another,
Although the bombs had arrived at Malta there was no sign of the
tails which apparently were on their way via the Cape, However,
by improvisation, the tails for the 4,000 1b. bombs were
manufactured in Malta,

The attack already mentioned waes accordingly made on the
Naples dock area on the night of 21/22 October, when 2l
Wellingtons (13 of No,103 Squadron and 11 of No,38 Squadron)
dropped 34 tons of bombs, including four four-thousand pounders,
Pilots reported excellent results, Numercus fires were started
which merged into one large conflagration spreading over an area

Y,_uu{»l fpeaie
of 400 SemsmSyersds, with flames rising to cne thousand feet.
In the ocurse of the raid, twelve thousand leaflets calling on the
Neapolitans to refuse to load and sail the ships for the Germsn
were also dropped.

In November, the Wellington operaticns were intensified.
Aircreft of Nos, 40 and 104 Squadrons between them carried out
forty-one operations and dropped 330 tons of bombs. Naples was
bombed eight times, Brindisi four, Benghazi three times and
Catania, Castel Benito, Palermo, Tripoli and Berka satellite
airfield twice, In the course of the month, there were
approximately 550 bomber sorties carried ocut from Malta, mainly
against enemy ports and bases, although bad weather intervened
about the middle of the month and hampered operations.

The port of Naples was again the primary objective, The
torpedo factory received a direot hit from a 4,000-Ib, bomb on the

/night
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night 31 October/1 November. 1In the course of raids which took
place between 6 and B November, 24 tons of bombs were dropped on
the dock area, marshalling yards end Capodichino airfield. 1In
spite of bad weather, twenty Wellingtons dropped 23 tons of bombs
on Naples on the night of 11/12 November, causing large fires and
explosions in the marshalling yards, airframe factory and power
station, There was a nuisance raid on the next night by six
Wellingtons, but results were obscured by cloud., Attacks were
also made by a total of thirty Wellingtons during the nights 18,
19 and 20 November and the 4,000-1b, bombs dropped en the
marshalling yards on the night 19/20 November started extensive
fires visible for 35 miles.
Practically the only defence Naples had at this time was

the Germen A,A, guns temporarily awaiting shipment to Libya.
Naples, of course, was the chief loading port for the African
convoys and, according to enemy sources, the heavy raids caused
serious dislocation.

Operations by Blenheims and Hurricanes Ageinst Enemy Road Convoys

in North Africa and Airfields in Sicily and Southern Italy,

Qctober and November,

Including the shipping strikes, Blenheims of Nos., 18 and
107 Squedrons carried out a total of 62 operations during
October and November, [u They attacked enemy motor transport
and barracks in North Africa, between Homs and Buerat, and also
industrial targets in Sicily and Southern Italy. The hazards
attending these low-level attacks on enemy road and sea convoys
by the Blenheims is revealed by the losses sustained by No.107
Squadron during these two months, In the course of a bombing
attack against shipping in the Gulf of Sirte, on 11 October, two
out of six Blenheims were shot down, On 17 November, whilst
carrying out a low-level attack against a road convoy between

/Zuara
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Zuara and Sirte, a Blenheim hit a tree, seriously dameging the
port wing and ailerons so that it had the greatest difficulty in
traversing the intervening 350 miles of sea, Two other
Blenheims were also damaged in this raid.

On 8 November, a Blenheim was shot down in an attack on a
merchant ship, escorted by a destroyer. After an attack on
another supply ship on 17 November, one Blenheim returned to base
with twenty holes and enother with twelve holes, On 24 November,
in the course of a most successful attack on en enemy road convoy
to the west of Sirte, a petrol lorry was machine-gumned, It
exploded with such violence, that the attacking aircraft had the
perspex blown in, the fuselage buckled and the wings bent. In
spite of this extensive damage which rendered the aircraft useless
for further operations, the pilot nevertheless managed to return
to base, at Malta, over 300 miles away. No.18 Squadron sustained
equally heavy losses and in a single fortnight of November, they
logt six crews,

During this period, the Hurricane bombers of Nos., 126, 185
and 249 Squadrons made frequent bombing attacks on Comise airfield,
where hits were scored on hangars, living quarters and dispersal
areas, Ragusa Vittoria and other railway sidings and stations
in Southern Italy were also bombed,
Reconnaissance by No.69 Squadron

The Merylands and P.R.U, Hurricenes of No.69 Squadren
covered the Itelian convoy routes regularly throughout October
and November, 1941, The Sicilian airfields end ports, Tripoli
and the airfields in Tripolitania were frequently photographed.
Naples, Taranto and Cagliari were also covered.

These daily reccnnaissances of the enemy convoy routes
censtituted an essential part of the successes scored by both air

and naval f orces in their attacks against the enemy sea convoys

to North Africa. For instence, it was a Maryland of No.69
/Squadron
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Squadron which first detected the enemy convoy on the afternoon
of 8 November and which was annihilated by Force #k that night,
with the result that forty thousand tons of enemy shipping and
war stores were lost to the enemy.
During October, No.69 Sguadron carried out 141
reconnaissances totalling 465 hours of flying time. In November,
the number of flying hours by the squadron numbered 524,
comprising 137 sorties. Due to the congestion at Luga, the
No.69 Squadron  squadron moved to Takali on 31 October. However, at the end
0-%-B. of November, the squadron was forced to return to Luga owing to
the heavy rains which made it difficult to get the reconnaissance
aircraft off the ground, as the Takali dispersals were so boggy.

Low Scale of Enemy Air Attacks Against Malta, October and November.

In spite of the enemy's grave losses on the sea convoy route
during October and November which was seriously endangering
current military cperations by the Afrika Korps, enemy air attacks
on the islend were light, due to the fact that the initiative
for maintaining the pressure against the island had been left to
the Italian Air Force, 1In October, day alerts numbered 28 and
night alerts 24, 1In one daylight raid, a fuel dump near the
Grand Harbour was set on fire, Apert from this, there was only
minor demage to government and civilian property, with but slight
casualties,

During November, the tempo of enemy air activity increased

H.Q. ’ slightly and there were thirty-five day and forty night alerts,

Mediterranean

O.R.B. mostly due to fighter and reconnaissance aircraft. None of the
bombing raids was heavy and only slight damage was dene, The
heaviest raid was carried out on the night of 9/10 November,

H.Q. M.E. Tableof when 25 enemy aircraft approached the island, but only seven

erations
AHGATIN/31/3. /attacked
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attacked, killing three civilians and causing slight damage
to civilien property.

Throughout this period, no German aircraft raided the
island. Although the Italians began to intensify their attacks
in December, it was not until the return of the ILuftwaffe to
their Siéilian bases in the third week of the month that the air
offensive against Malta begen again to assume really seriocus
proportions. The enemy date the beginning of the great ?blitaf
on Malta from 21 December and it was to last for four gruelling
months,

Malte Publicity

A subject much under discussion in the autumn of 1941 which,
in some of its aspects, may be related to the enemy offensive
against Malta, was the amount of publicity the island was
beginning to receive at home and in the United States. Towards
the end of September, the Govermnor and C,-in-C. Malta sent a
message to the War Office asking for guidance on the policy whiéh
should be followed on the release of information about the island.
Until April, he stated,the policy had been accepted which implied
that no publicity should be given to offensive operations
carried out from lialta in order to avoid attrac;bing attention
from the enemy and so enable the authorities there to improve the
island's defences, Then statements were made disclosing the
actual types of aircraft operating from the island and there
appeared to be a definite policy to publicise offensive
operations from Malta, Air Ministry bed sent an official press
representative to increase R.A,F, publicity, The Admirelty were
sending an official photographer and an American press
representative had already arrived without prior warning to any

These

one of tlu‘eA Services,

The Governor went on to say that the decision to release or

restriot information about Malta was obviously one which could
/not
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g;:i;sé Malta &d8 not be made locally, but it was clear that the policy
AHB/D3/673 (B) of emphasising Malta's offensive operations must make these

activities well-known to the enemy and would lead, sooner or
later, to heavy retaliation, The Service Commanders at Malta
were prepared to recognise the need for some publicity, because
of its effect on the civil population throughout the Empire end,
in particular, on the island, However, from their point of view
they would like to carry out the maximum amount of offensive
activity from Malta with the minimm of publicity.

On 30 September, the A,0.C.~-in-C. signalled Air Ministry
that he heartily endorsed the Governor of Melta's views.

#GCen really see nothing to be gained and much %o
(/7 be lost by publicising base from which these operations
taking place or giving any details regarding types of
aircraft,”

This evoked the comment by the Assistant Chief of Air Staff
(General) to the C.A.S., "It is always an astonishment to me
that our Commanders should continue under the belief that our
newspapers are an important source of military information
to the enemy, Nothing has been published in regard to air
operations in Malta of which the enemy is not, by other means,
perfectly well aware,"

The Governor of Malta's telegram was discussed at a Chiefs
of Staff Meeting held on 1 October 1941, The C.A.S, expressed
the view that, although there might be no hamm in publicity
concerning offensive operations from Malta, provided that certain
safeguards were observed, due regard should be paid to the
psychological effect of the challenge to the Germans which this
publicity would throw out, The Germens, he said, hed shown a
tendency to respond to challenges of this nature and there was a
danger that the Maltese would in future attribute any heavy
attacks on the fortress to the provocation afforded by unnecessary
publicity.

/At
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At another meeting of the War Cabinet, Chiefs of Staff
Committee held on 3rd October, a report was prepared, in
accordance with instructions received from the Prime Minister and,
as a result, the following signal wes despatched to the
Governor, on 5 October,

#We consider, provided certain safeguards are applied,
that there is much to be gained by giving publicity to the
spirited offensive being directed from Malta.

Information should not be published which reveals the
strength of our forces and reference should not be made to
the numbers of aircraft or naval oraft employed tm
operations or to the operational effort sustained over any
given period, The arrival of reinforcements, opening up
of new aerodromes and the employment of new types of aircraft
should also be treated with the greatest secrecy until it
is established that such information is known to the enemy.

Wie are satisfied that if these safeguards are applied
the enemy will learn nothing from our propaganda that he
camot eesily obtain from sources which are outside our
control,

We realise that this policy may give rise to the
feeling that if Malta is attacked it is because of the
publicity given to your operations, but we do not consider
that this is so and are agreed that the propaganda velue
outweighs the security aspect, provided the above safeguards
are applied./f
The attempt to subdue Malta by means of a concentrated air

assault began in December. There is no evidence to suggest,
howsver, that an increasse in the publicity given to the British
naval and air operations carried out from the fortress had
anything to do with this German decision to launch en air

of fensive against the island, which would appear to have been
governed entirely by military considerations.

Factors Leading to Hitler's Decision to Transfer Iufflotte 2

to _the Mediterranean,

Enemy losses of shipping and supplies, on the Africa éenvoy
route, from British naval and air attack, had reached a
prohibitive figure by the autumn of 1941, as the following
figures for the months of September and October reveal,

/Itelian
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Italian Shipping Losses on the Libyan Convoy Route
Month Damaged Sunk

Nella Seconda Guerra September 332,000 tens 80,000 tens

Mondiale,

October 237,000 33,000
Total 569,000 113,000

The total of 113,000 tons sunk was all southbound shipping and
was presumably lost with full cargo.

Axis Cargo Losses on the Libyan Convoy Route

For Germans, Ttalians and Civilians For the German Forces in

Libya
Month Despatched Lost Despatched Lost

Sept. 94,115 tons 26,602 tons 34,552 tons 6,829 tons
Oct. 92,449 18,835 24,358 8,635

Although Rommel was trying to build up his forces for
the capture of Tobruk, the actual. tonnage shipped in October for
the German forces in Africe fell to about one half of the
September figure. Moreover, the tonnage unloaded for them at
Libyan ports in these two months, 43,446 tons, was only
approximately one half of the monthly requirements of 40-50,000
tons. As a direct result, twice - the first time in September
and again in Octobergi the planned attack on Tobruk had to be
postponed because of the shortage of supplies,

In a Memorandum dated 20 October on the Progress of the War,
the German Naval Staff desoribed the Mediterranean situation as
having "deteriorated to an alarming extent.," A few days later,
on 24 October, Hitler summoned General von Rintelen, the German
General at Italian Armed Porces H.,Q.,, to his Headquarters in
East Prussia to report on the air and transport situation in the

/Mediterranean
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Mediterranean. Hitler also wanted to know if the Duoe and the
Comando Supremo would agree to the employment of a new
Fliegerkorps in Sicily, Sardinia and Southern Italy. Von
Rintelen was able to assure Hitler that Rome recognised the
necessity for strong air cover for the Mediterranean convoys and
was prepered to accept German help.

On 29 Ootober, Hitler gave orders for the transfer of

f
Luf%otte 2 H.Q. together with Fliegerkorps IT from the Russian

front to the Mediterranean, The Luftflotte was put under the
command of Field Marshal Kesselring who was given the title of

Oberbefehlshaber Sud (Commenderein-Chief South). In his Memoirs,

Kesselring tells how;

AT was given a final briefing by Hitler in the presence

of Goering and Jeschonnek, The unfavourable situation

of our supply line to North Africa, I was told, must be

remedied by the neutralisation of the British sea and

air key-point, the island of Malta., When I objected that

we ought to make a thorough job of it and occupy Malta,

my interruption was brushed aside with the flat statement

that there were no forces available for this.”

At the same time, Hitler ordered the transfer of nine
submarines for operations in the eastern Mediterranean and twelve
for the western Mediterranean, together with additional MTBs and
minesweepers. At the end of the month, ten E boats and ten
motor minesweepers were sent to the Mediterranean via the Rhine
and Rhone and eighteen landing craft with a landing capacity of
eighty tons, for coastal work,were dismantled and taken by rail
to Palermo, where they were reassembled.

Acted Adeca by re¢s
The Fuehrer Directive No. 38, which appointed Kesselring
asd
as Ce=in-C, South and e#4€ down his responsibilities, is so
important that it is quoted in full,

Fuehrer Directive No. 38

4. As a foundation for securing and extending our own pos:}tion
in the Mediterranean, and for the creation of a focus of Axis
power in the Central Mediterranean, I have come to an agreement
with the Duce, and now command that sectionsof the Luftwaffe now
released from the East, to the strength of about one Fliegerkorps
and the necessary air defence forces, be transferred to the

South Ttalian and North African area.
/Apart
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) Apart from its immediate effect on the conduct of the war
in the Mediterranean and North Africa this measure is designed to

exert a considerable influence on all further development in the
Mediterranean area,

2, I put Field Marshal Kesselring in command of all the forces
to be used in this task, at the same time appointing him as
Ce=in-C., Southern Area,

His tasks are:

To schieve air and sea mastery in the area between Southern
Italy and North Africa and thus ensure safe lines of commmication
with Libya and Cyrenaica; the suppression of Malta is
particularly important in this connection,

To co-operate with the German forces operating in North
Africa and with the forces of her Allies,

To paralyse enemy traffic through the Mediterranean and to
stop British supplies reaching Tobruk and Melta; this is to be
effected by close co~operation with German and Itelien naval
forces which may be available,

3. The C.,=in=C., Southern Area is subordinate to the Duce from
whom he will receive instructions for the task as a whole via the
Italian Supreme Command., In all matters concerning the Luftwaffe,
the C.~-in=C. of the Luftwaffe will deal directly with the C-in-C.
Southern Area; if the matter is particularly important the

Armed Forces Supreme Command must be informed at the same time,

4. The following are subordinate to the C.-in-C.:

All German Luftwaffe forces operating in the Mediterranean
area and North Africa; the air force and anti-aircraft units
which have been placed at the C.-in-C.'s disposal for this task
by the Italian Wehrmacht.

5. The German naval forces employed in the Central Mediterranean
area remain under the command of the C.-in-C., of the Navy.

The C.-in=C, Southern Area is empowered, for the purpose
of carrying out tasks assigned to him, to issue orders to the
German Admiral with the Italian Naval High Commend and if
necessary also to Naval Group South (for the Eastern
Mediterranean), Operaticnal orders will be given by the Naval
authorities in agreement with the C,-in-C., Southern Area.

The wishes of the C.-in-C. Southern Area regarding the
manner in which the combined naval forces shall be employed are

to be communicated exclusively to the German Admirael with the
Italian High Command.

6. The tasks of the Wehrfmacht Commander for the South-eastern
Area and of the German General at Italian Armed Forces
Headquarters remain unaltered.

(signed)  ADOLF HITLER
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The decision to denude the incomparably important Central
Russian front of a whole Luftflotte was one of the major
decisions of the war, It reflected the German High Command's
resolve to transfer the centre of operations to the Mediterraneen,
"the decisive area for the future conduct of the war®, Having
feiled in its first attempt to achieve victory in Russia, the
German High Command had now decided to dsvote its utmost strength
during 1942 to secure a final victory in the Mediterranean, thus
giving access to the Middle East, combined with an all-out
offensive in Southern Russia, with the Caucasus as its wmbjective.

When Luftflotte 2 under Field Marshal Kesselring took

Fliegerkorps II under General Loerzer with it, from the Russian
front, for transfer to the Mediterranean, considerable readjust-
ments were called for, In Russies, Fliegerkorps VIII had to take
over the whole of the Central Sector which it had previously
shared with Fliegerkorps II., This Central Russian Sector was a
very wide one to be covered by a single Fliegerkorps extending,
as it did, for some 400 miles to the north and south of Moscow,
In the Mediterranean, lLuftflotte 2, with Field Marshal
Kesselring as C.-in-C, South, took over responsibility for the
whole theatre of operations. _Fliegerkorps X was given the more
easterly part of the Mediterranean, while Fliegerkorps II had the

more westerly area., Fliegerfuehrer Afrika, who had previocusly

been under Fliegerkorps X, now came directly under the command of
Luftfiotte 2 . Fliegerkorps X, which had previously enjoyed the

status of a Luftflotte, now reverted to a Fliegerkorps,

subordinate to Luftflotte 2,
The move of Luftflotte 2 to the Mediterranean began in
December, 1941. By the third week in Jenuary, 1942, en

appreciable air fleet of some 250 operational airoraft of
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Fliegerkorps II had arrived in Sieily, Fliegerkorps II's peak

strength was attained in the following April when 400 aircraft
were based in Siecily .
Piold Marshal Kesselring arriveé in Rome to take over his

new appointment, in advance of his staff, on 28 November 1941,

Axis Navel As Oberbefehlshaber Sud (C.-in-C. South), he was to be subordinate

Policy and

Operations in to the Duce and to receive his general orders from Commando ¢ i

the Mediter-

ranean, R,242, Supremo, He was to have under his command a mixed German and
Italian Staff, 411 German Luftwaffe units in the Mediterranean
and North Africa and all air force and flak units made available
by the Italians. He was empowered to issue directives to the
German and Italian naval forces assigned to him,

According to Von Rintelen, although both Mussolini and

Cavellero welcome German support, they refused to agree that
Kesselring should bscome responsible for the organisation and
protection of the Africa convoys. They regarded the suggestion
as an insult to their military honour ant would concede only
that Kesselring should be allowed to work in close co-operation
with the Italian naval and air staffs, Owing to this whittling
down of Field Marshal Kesselring's Command, his status was no
more than that of an Air Marshsl in command of the Luftwaffe
forces stationed in the Mediterranean and in North Africa, He
had no direct authority over the Africa campaign and he was not
responsible for the Africa convoys, Thus, this new Command set
up in the Mediterrancen by the Axis powers was to prove unreslis-
tic for it ignored the paramount need for a centralised direction
of all military operations in that theatre, Not until February
1943, when the enemy position in North Africa was already past
redemption, was Italian national pride subordinated to militery
necessity and a Supreme Comwmander appointed, in the person of
Field Marshal Kesselring, This division of command and

responsibility was to bedevil enemy operations in the Mediterranean
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throughout 1942 and was to prove an important factor in the

enemy failure at El Alamein, in the summer and autumn of that

year.

Field Marshal Kesselring's own comments on the situation
in the Mediterranean, although written after the event, are of
interest as they do point the importance that Malta had already
assumed, by the latter part of 1941 » in a theatre of operations
in which a combined Germen and Italian expeditionary force were
wholly dependent on sea and airborne supplies and reinforcements,

#The salient Peature of the military operations at
the end of November 1941* he wrote in his Memoirs, *was
the inadequacy of our communications system across the
Mediterranean, Every day showed more plainly the naval
and air supremacy of the British in these waters. The
battle of Africa had in fact taken a critical turn for
Rommel.....

Meanwhile, Malta had assumed decisive importance
as a strategic keypoint, and my primary objective at the
beginning was to safeguard our supply lines by smoking out
that hornet's nest, Time was required to build up the
ground organisation in Sicily, to bring forward our pay ¥
air formations and the supplies needed to smash Malta's
naval and air bases, as well as to secure the co-operatiem
of the Italian air force in our offensive, For the
moment, it was impossible to do more than reinforce the air
umbrella over the most indispensable convoys,

Needless to say, I lost no time in familiarising myself
with my new command.... The result of these informative
flights was to confirm my view that the memace to our
communications from Malta must be removed and to bring home
to me the decisive importance of the Mediterranean to the war
Hod T known then that Admiral Raeder, after the abandonment
of "Sea Lion", had also seen that the centre of gravity of
the war against England lay in the Mediterranean, our joint
endeavour might have succeeded in shifting our main effort
to this theatre....

Vie were unable as yet to launch a decisive air attack
on Malta, as our air base, Sicily, was not yet ready to
take the forces destined for the operation, which in any
case had not been assigned. Things had first to be
improved by a series of intruder raids on the British
island and by strengthening the protection given our convoys..

Over and over again, sometimes with the support of the
Comando Supremo, I urged Goering and Hitler to stabilise
our position in the Mediterranean by taking Malta., I even
persuaded Rommel to back me up. It was not until February
1942, that I succeeded in getting my plen approved. The
occasion was an interview at the Fuehrer's G.H.Q. Tempers
ran high, Hitler ended the interview by grasping me by
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the arm and telling me, in his Austrian dialect: !'Keep
your shirt on, Field Marshal Kesselring, I'm going to do
it.! - a typical sidelight on the tension at Headquarters.fd

Operations "Callboy" and "Pantaloon" (October 16 and

November 12 1941).

In Ooctober and November, 1941, Malta was reinforced by
the flying in of 53 aircraft (34 Hurricanes s 7 Blenheims, 11
Albacores and 1 Swordfish) in two operations involving the
carrier Ark Royal and Argus, At the same time, the fighter
reinforcement of Malta and British naval strength in the
Mediterranean suffered a severe blow by the loss of the aircraft
carrier Ark Royal. Indeed, it was not until the following
March that carrier-bome aireraft reinforcement of Malta could
be resumed,

The first of these operations, known as "Callboy", was
wholly naval in character. It took place on 16 October, when
the Ark Royal, escorted by the battleship Rodney, the :ruiser

"The War at Sea" Hermione and seven destroyers, sailed from Gibraltar, As a

Yol 2 result of this operation, eleven out of twelve Albacores and
one out of two Swordi"ish, which had taken off from the carrier
Ark Royal, reached Malta safely,

Operation "Pantaloon" (known by the Navy as Operation
"Perpetual") was planned for the transfer of 65 Hurricane Mark
ITB and C aircraft, together with pilots of Nos. 242, 258 and

the dincrsfi= Fraipind o
605 Sq_uadro?s, in the aircraft carriery irgus andAAthen .
The ﬂ{&’fwm to proceed to Gibraltar, where the aircraft
were to be unloaded, assembled and embarked on the Ark Royal,
from which the Hurricanes were to be flown off %o Malta from a
point in the iediterranean some 650 miles to the west of the
island,

In all, of the 72 aircraft allotted to the operatiom, 63

arrived at Abbotsinch, one of which crashed, and the remaining

Y hich had been damaged
e Rodney had replaced the Nelson which
M ghuﬁng Operation "Halberd" in the preceding month,
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Report on 62 were loaded, 23 aboard HMS Argus and 39 aboard Athene, The

Operation
"Pantaloon" by difficulties encountered in the loading of the aircraft on to

W/Cdr. Royce,

C.S. 11450 the carriers were numerous. The Athene was berthed at King
George the Fifth dock, Dumbarton, so that it was necessary to
transport the dismentled aircraft by road and then by public
ferry. TFuselages were transported by towing behind prime movers,
the mainplanes, long-range tanks, cannons and so forth being
carried on 60-ft low-loaders, The ferry could take only one
low-loader or two fuselages, with prime movers, so that the
loading was a very slow business, Furthermore, after the
Athene had been partially loaded, it was discovered that the deck
laghing rings were laid out for Swordfish and Fulmar aircraft and
were not suitable for Hurricanes, The ship had therefore to be
unloaded to enable further lashing rings to be welded in place.

In the case of H,}.S. Argus, the ship was anchored in mid-
stream and the loading could only be ccmpleted from James Watt
Dock by lighter, the aircraft being transported to the James Watt
Bock by road, a distance of 15 miles,

The Athene was unsuitable for a deck cargo of lightly-
protected dismsntled aircraft, as she shipped large quantities
of sea water and spray over her decks, even in a slight sea,
This was mainly due to external refuse chutes, on either side of
the bow, catching the top of the bow wave and spraying over the
decks., In the high winds encountered during the voyage, engine
cockpit covers were blown away and had to be replaced. In
certain cases, even these replacement covers were lost. As a
result, there was gross contemination of the aircraft by sea-
water which led to bitter complaints from Malta to Air Ministry
about the condition of the aireraft when they eventually arrived
at their destination.
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On the arrival of the Argus and Athene at Gibraltar the

R.A.F, maintenance crews which had travelled with the aircraft
worked day-and-night shifts off-loading the dismantled aircraft
from the Argus and Athene and erecting the first batch of 26 on
the Ark Royal, Much of this work was carried out on the open
quayside and on the deck of the Ark Royal in torrential rain, and
the men finished the work in a state of considerable exhaustion,
The Argus carried a further eleven Hurricanes, making a total of
thirty-seven on the two carriers.

Force ”I consisting of the Malaya, the two carriers

Ark Royel and Argus, Hermione and seven destroyers sailed from

Gibraltar at O4.00 hours on 10 November, Vice-Admiral

Sir James Somerville flew his flag in H,M.S. Malaya., Bad
visibility at Gibraltar hampered the Blenheims which were to lead
the aircraft from the carriers to their base at Malta and it was
not until 10,00 hours on 12 November that the Pirst flight of
Blenheims appeared and began to circle the ship, The Ark Royal
vwas immediately turned into wind and the first range of fourteen
Hurricanes took off for Maelta, making for Hal Far, At 10.55
hours, the second flight of Blenheims appeared and the remaining
twelve Hurricanes took off from the Ark Royal. The operation
vwas completed from H.M.S. Argus in two ranges of six and five
aircraft,. A total of thirty-four Hurricanes and seven Blenheims
arrived safely at Malta, One Blenheim was forced to return to
Gibreltar, while three Hurricanes (Sgts. Gray, Massey and Jenes)
landed for some unknovn reason in North Africa.

Unhappily, whilst returning to Gibraltar, having successfully
completed the first part of her mission, the Ark Royal was
torpedoed at 15.41 hours on the afternoon of 13 November, The
torpedo exploded under the bridge, on the starboard side, and
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caused serious damage. The Ark Royal was taken in tow and had
got to within twenty-five miles of Gibraltar when she sank,
after a fire had broken out in her port boiler room. Only one
man was- lost out of her complement of nearly sixteen hundred,

The serious effects of the loss of Ark Royal were felt
immediately. The secand part of Operation "Pantaloon" which
was to have involved the flying off of a further twenty-five
Hurricanes had to be cancelled, The Hurricenes were despatched
to Takoradi in the Athene in December and none of them reached
Malta, Furthermore, the aircraft reinforcement of Malta was
drastically curtailed and no further carrier-borne reinforcements
were received until 7 March of the following year, when the first
Spitfires were flown from the Eagle.

The loss of the Ark Royal was followed, on 25 November, by
the sinking by a U-boat of the battleship Barham, off the Libyan
coast, with the loss of 56 officers and 806 men.(1)

On December 14, the cruiser Galatea was sunk by a U-boat when
only about 30 miles to the west of Alexandris, Five days later,
the Malta Force ran into a minefield some 20 miles to the east
of Tripoli, when in pursuit of enemy supply ships, toe=prgE—)
The cruiser Neptune and the destroyer Kandahar were sunk, all the
crew of the Neptune being either lost or taken prisoner, In
addition, the cruiser Aurora was holed and the Penelope damaged,
though not seriously, These did not end the disasters which
befell the Mediterranean Fleet at this time., On 19 December,
the same day that the Malta Force was put out of action by mines,
the Italians carried out their "human-torpedo" attack on

Alexandria when the batlleships Queen Elizabeth and Valiant were

(1) U.331, under Freherr von Tiesenhausen, which sank the Barham
was in turn sunk by aircraft in the Mediterranean on
17 November, 1942,
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e
seriously demaged and the destroyer Jervis and(oiler Saigon

damaged, by limpet bombs,

These losses, together with events in the Far East - the
Japanese launched their attack on Pearl Harbour on 7 December -
soon led to a catastrophic decline of British naval power in the
Mediterranean, sc that control of sea commmications there passed
almost entirely to the air force,

The Effect of the "Crusader® Operations on the Strategic

Situation in the Mediterranean.

Owing to the recurrent supply crises, due to the heavy
sinkings on the convoy route to North Africa, Rommel was forced
to postpone his projected offensive for the capture of Tobruk in
September and again in October, He finally fixed 22 November
as the decisive date for the attack,

Rommel flew to Rome on 14 November to disouss the supply
question with General Ugo Cavallero, Chief of Staff Armed Forces.

He complained bitterly that the supplies being shipped to
Cyrenaica were not adequate even for the current requirements of
the German and Italian forces, since only small ships could be
employed. He insisted that, if the attack on Tobruk was to take
place as planned, at least one half of the requirements for the
next six weeks, amounting to about 90,000 tons, must be sent to
Tripoli.

As has already been seen, the November sinkings amounted
to 77%, the highest the enemy had so far sustained, while the
5,000 tons gross which atkived in Libyan ports for the
German forces - only a fraction of requirements - was the
lowest, Owing to the naval and air blockade from Malta, no
Italian ships had reached Tripoli since 19 October, so that
supplies had to pass through Benghazi, where facilities for the
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discharge of cargoes were very limited,

In Operation "Crusader", General Auchinleck planned "not
anly to defeat the enemy forces in the field, but also to occupy
the whole of Libya." This naturally involved the capture of
Tobruk. The offensive was launched ‘along the Libyan frontier
on the night 17/18 November, only a few days in advance of
Rommel's owvn planned offensive for the capture of Tobruk,
Originally, General Auchinleck had hoped to launch the operatiom
on 1 November, but shortage of trained troops and equipment had
forced him, in turn, to postpone the date from 1 to 15 November
and again from 15 to 17 November,

After a disappointing start, when it appeared likely that
Rommel would turn the tables on his attackers and, in a period
of acute crisis in the land batt;.‘:;uGeneral Auchinleck was
compelled to change the Eighth Army Commander, the offensive
soon gained momentum.(1) On 8 December, the enemy began a
rapid withdrawal towards Gazala and, on the following day,
Tobruk was relieved. Eighth Army armoured cars entered
Benghazi on Christmas Eve and by 26 December, all the hill
country up to and including Benghazi, with much booty, was in
our hends,

One of the effects of this period of intensive operations
was that, with Rommel's extremely mobile method of waging war,
the consumption of all kinds of stores was very high. A large
part of the enemy's accumulated stocks of supplies was also
lost when the area to the east of Tobruk was abandoned.
Furthermore, Goering gave orders that the Luftwaffe was to
concentrate on the relief of the crisis then developing in North

Africa, and a further reduction in the number of Germen aircraft

(1) Lt. General Sir Allan Cunningham vas replaced on 26 November
by Major-General N,ii, Ritchie.
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used for the protection of convoys was the result. On

23 November, orders were given for the transfer of a group of
coastal aircraft from France to Sicily for convoy escort duties,
and as a result Unit X Gr 606, equipped with Ju 88s, was
transferred to Sicily from the control of Fliegerfuehrer
Atlantika,

At the beginning of December, the enemy supply crisis was
such that the German Supreme Command gave orders that the most
important stores wefe to be carried by air, This was the
beginning of the Luftwaffe system of airlift, mainly by Ju 52
aircraft, which was to play such an jmportant part in enemy
operations in North Africa, As the Ju 52 was slow and cumber—
some and thus very vulnerable to air attack, the air convoys to
North Africa had to be escorted, which further reduced the
number of aircraft available for other operations. These
airlift operations placed a heavy drain on enemy supplies of
aviation spirit which were already very limited.

The occupation of the Cyrenaican "bulge", brief as it was,
meant that the strategic situation for the British forces in the

femp wwn(., (1) ) )
Mediterranean was much improved. With the occupation of the
Martuba-Derna nexus of airfields, sea reconnaissance facilities
were improved, the attacks on the enemy shipping lines were
extended and made more easy and, above all, it szoss:.ble
to afford fighter cover for Walta-bound convoys from the east
throughout the whole of their route.

Of Rommel's defeat in Operation "Crusader" the German Naval
Staff wrote, "This heavy reverse ,.,. is the inevitable result of

the incompetent handling of convoy defence measures .... The

hesitant and inept efforts of the Italian warships, the presence

(1) Roummel resumed the offensive on 21 January 1942 and quickly
advanced to the Gezala line, Benghazi was not re-occupied
by British forces for another twelve months.
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of the enemy base of Malta unshaken in the midst of our supply
routes and the inadequacy of the measures taken by the Axis Air
Forces to keep the supply lines open have resulted in North
Africa being practically deprived of all supplies for weeks,"

~

The Siuking of the 10,540-ton Petrol Tanker Ipidio Mantovani,

December 1,
On 2 December 1941, Count Ciano noted in his personal
diary:

#4pnother of our ships has been sunk almost at the
entrance to the port of Tripoli. It was the Jantovani
loaded with 7,000 tons of petrol, It cannot be denied
that the blow is a hard one,”

The loss of the Iridio Mantovani came at a time when Rommel was

experiencing great difficulties in countering the Eighth Army
"Crusader" offensive and there is no doubt that it had a direct
effect on the fortunes of that operation,

The Iridio Mantovani of 10,540 tons and one of the largest

enemy tankers o operate in the Mediterranean was first located
on the morning of 1 December by a Maryland of No.69 Squadron
(F1t.Lt. Williems and Sgts. Doran and Beck) when on an early-
morning reconnaissance of the Tunisian coast, 52 miles to the
south-west of Lempione Islend, near Lampedusa. The tanker was
being escorted by a destroyer together with four Cr. 42s and
one Cr. 310. Six Blenheims were despatched to attack the
convoy, but two of themwere forced to return. At 13.05 hours
the tanker and her escort were sighted by the remaining
Blenheims which carried out mast~high attacks, scoring four
direct hits, two of which, however, bounced off the super-
structure and dropped into the sea, There was light and heavy
A.A, gunfire from both the destroyer and tanker and two of the
Blenheims were also attacked by the Cr. 42s, but managed to
evade them,

/Another

SECRET



H.Q. Middle Bast
Weekly Opsums.

,41191131/31/3.

210

SECRET

Another striking force of four Blenheims, belonging
to No,107 Squadron, were despatched to attack the tanker, which
was located at 16,50 hours 72 miles due north of Zuara, a port
along the coast to the west of Tripoli, They found the tanker
already in a sinking oondition, She was awash end down by
the stem and the crew, who had ebandoned her, were pulling away
in lifeboats. The escorting destroyer began circling when the
aircraft approached, All aircraft carried out attacks from
mast-height and one Blenheim (Sgt. Kidby) scored a direct hit
amidships.

The abandoned tanker, now little more than a hulk, together
with the escorting destroyer, the Avise Da Mosto, were finally
sunk by the cruiser Aurora which was guided to them by an ASV
Wellington, Following;sigrml from another aircraft, Force *K¥
(Aurora, in company with Penelope and Lively) also sank another
laden Ttalian supply ship, the Adriatico, of 1,976 tons, when she
was 56 miles to the north of Benghazi, These successes were
achieved in spite of the fact that a force of five Italian
cruisers and e battleship, accompanied by a number of destroyers,
were patrolling the Central Mediterranean at this time with

express orders to protect shipping.

Sinking of the Cruisers Barbiano and Giussano by the Royal Navy,
Night 12[13 December,

Whilst surface ships of the Royal Navy were operating from

Malta and before the disaster of 19 December, when the Malta
Force ran into a mﬂ.nUield, there were a number of important
incidents whose interest is primarily naval end yet in which
the R.A.F. took a small but nevertheless vital part. 4an
example is the sinking of the two Italian cruisers Barbiano and
Giussano on the night 12/13 December. An entry in Ciano's
diary for 14 December states:

#he
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#The usual naval woes, To-night we have lost
two five-thousand ton cruisers, the Barbiano and Giussano
and also two large ships, the Del Greco and the Filgi, .
loaded with tenks for Libya, This happened even before
the great convoy (accompanied by battleships) ever had
put out to sea, That is happening in the Navy is
baffling, unless what Somigli saeys is true, and that
is that our General Staffs are possessed by an
inferiority complex that paralyses all their activities.
The fact is that our naval losses become more serious
every day, and I wonder whether the War won't outlast
our Navy/

The two Italian cruisers were enmute from Palermo to
Tripoli carrying stores. The enemy force, which also inoluded
two torpedo boats and an "E" boat, heard a special Wellington
which happened to be in the vieinity and, £ paring a torpedo
attack by airoraft, turned back towards their base. This
manoeuvre enabled the destroyers Sikh, legion, Maori end the
Dutch Isaac Sweers, known as Group I and which had only left

ums
ﬂ;/.ﬂ/IIJ5/113/5/15 and Gibraltar for Malta on 11 December, to get close in to Cape Bon

°The War At Sea"
Volume IT.

and to launch an attack which was made during the night 12/13
December at very close range., The torpedoes ignited
explosives in the cargoes of the Italian cruisers which blew up,

In addition to the two cruisers Alberto di Giussano and Alberico

da Barbiano both of 5,069 tons and carrying eight 6-inch guns,
a torpedo boat, the Alcione, and an "E" boat were sunk. The
United States Consul at Tunis reported that the beach was
littered with survivors and dead. The special Wellington
whioch inadvertently had helped to the make the engagement
so outstandingly successful was a surprised spectator of the
encounter,
The Breconshire Convoy and Loss of H.M.S. Neptune and Kandahar
19 December, )

As has been seen, the air and naval successes against the
enemy convoys to North Africa, were offset by a series of heavy
naval reverses which altered the balance of sea-power in the

[iiediterranean
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Mediterranean in favour of the Axis powers and, as a result,
threw the main burden of the control of sea-communications on
the Royal Air Force. The aircraft carrier Ark Royal was sunk
on 17 November, the battleship Barham t.)n 25 November, the
cruiser Galatea on 14 December while the battleships Queen

Elizabeth and Valiant were seriously damaged and put out of

ection for meny months in Alexandria harbour, an 18 December,

In addition, by the end of the year, Germen U-boats had sunk
eight merchantmen and two escort vessels, meinly from the Tobruk
convoys, During this period, only three out of the twenty-six
U-~boats operating in the Mediterrsnean were lost., Apert from
the sinking of the Ark Royal, from the point of view of Malta
the greatest disaster of all occurred on 19 December, the day
after the damaging of the two battleships in Alexandria harbour,
when Force YK, based on Malta, ran into 2 minebelt in coastal
waters near Tripoli.

On 16 December, 1941, an important enemy convoy of three
cargo vessels left Taranto bound for Benghazi and Tripoli, It
was of this operation that Ciano wrote despairingly in his diary
“"All the ships and all the Admirals at sea. May God help us!"
As close escort they had a battleship, three light oruisers
and ten destroyers, while additional remote escort was provided
by three battleships, two heavy cruisers and ten destroyers,

The situation was made particularly complicated for the
R.A,F, reconnaissance aircraft by the fact that, at the same
time, the Royal Navy had decided to break the blockade of Malta
by ruming through the fast supply ship Breconshire, from
Alexandria, carrying fuel for the cruiser squadron then
operating from Malta, 1In eddition to the enemy force which
would be at sea at this time, the Royal Navy planned to provide
this single supply ship with the following three naval forces:

/(e)
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(a) the 15th Gruiser Squedron (Force #Q¥) wnder
Admiral Vian, comprising three cruisers and eight
destroyers, to escort the Breconshire from Alexandiia
to approximately half-way to Malta and then to return
to Alexandria,

(b) Force A% of two cruisers and two destroyers, from
Malta, to take over the Breconshire and escort her to

Malta,

)7 (¢) FPorce #BY of ane cruiser and four destroyers, from

Malta, to cover the operation to the northward,
The Breconshire, escorted by the 15th Cruiser Squadrom,
left Alexandria at 21.00 hours on 15 December, From dawn on

the 16th, fighter protection was provided by No., 201 Group.

H.Q. Middle East At 22,00 hours that evening, a signal was circulated from the

Table of
Operations

AKS/TIT1 /3 /3.
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C.=-in=C, Mediterranean to the effect that the enemy fleet might
be at sea the following day, 17 December, escorting convoys.
From 09,50 hours wntil 13,00 hours on 17 December, the 15th
Cruiser Squadrcn escorting the Breconshire were shadowed from
between two and six enemy aircraft, Twice during the same
period, at 10.25 houxﬁand 11.22 hours, a reconnaissance aircraft
from Malta notified the presence of enemy naval forces, In the
first ca“:;;:gme battleships and seven destroyers and in the
second three battleships and seven destroyers with, eight m,iles
ahead, two cruisers and three destroyers, This is probably the
foroe which had a slight exchange of fire with .S, 15 at 17.55
hours on the seme day,

After having been shadowed for so long on 17 December, the
expected enemy attacks on the 15th Cruiser Squadron materialised
at 12,55 hours and continued until 18.00 hours, during which
time the Cruiser Squadron and the supply ship they were escorting
were attacked by some 25 torpedo bombers and fifty bombers,

/Their
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Their tectios included feints to induce chenge of course, high
level and shellow dive-bombing, while twenty-two torpedo bombers
dropped torpedoes. However, these attempts were inaccurate
and no hits were scored,

At 15,25 hours, a No.201 Group reconnaissence aircraft
reported a force of three battleships, two cruisers, ten
destroyers and four merchant ships. The 15th Cruiser Squadron
were well aware of the presence of enemy forces in the area at
this time and at 15.45 hours the C.-in-C. Mediterrsnean issued
instructions that "unless enemy battleships separate or otﬁer
good reasons exist, do not seek out the battleships, but go
for the convoy," Forty minutes later, a reconnaissance aircraft
from Malta notified the position of an enemy force consisting of
two battleships, two cruisers, twelve destroyers and four
merchant ships, This aircraft continued shadowing the enemy
force and signalled all changes of course,

At 17.45 hours, the 15th Cruiser Squadron sighted a large
number of unknown vessels some fifteen miles distant and ten
minutes later, when it was twilight,Admiral Vian's force came
under heavy gunfire from the Italian warships. He thereupon
sent the Breconshire south, with the destroyers Decoy and Havoc
to screen her and then closed to attack the much stronger enemy
force, In the meantime, however, the Italian C.-in-C,, with
the exouse that twilight was "a bad time to commence a surface
engagement” , had altered course towards the north, together
with his own convoy, thus leaving the way to Malta open to the
Breconshire, Force *K¥ was thereupon detached to escort the
Breconshire to Malta which she reached safely on 18 December,
the 15th Cruiser Squadron returning to Alexandria, Force ¥K¥
then left Malta to search for the enemy convoy which had been
sighted on the previous day,

/Throughout
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Throughout this time, Malta and Egypt-based reconnaissance
aireraft had done their best to shadow the enemy forces then at
sea, From the night 16/17 December, all available
reconnaissance aircraft on Malta had been placed at the disposal
of the Vice-Admiral Malta and all searches carried out were
decided on by the Naval Zuthorities on the island, in conference
with the Royal Air Force.

Unfortunately, however, the recently intensified enemy
attacks on the Malta air bases, together with the heavy daily
commitments, had reduced the serviceability of the Marylends
of No,69 Squadron and that of the small detachment of special
Wellingtons suitable for night reconnaissance, Such aircraft
as were available operated to the full limit of their capacity.
The extremely bad weather - the winter of 1941 to 1942 was the
worst known on Malta for some forty years - with heavy rain, low
cloud and electrical storms reduced drastically the visibility
over the sea area and interfered with redio reception and
transmission, The situation was also complicated by the fact
that three British and two Italian naval forces, comprising some
sixty naval vessels, were operating in the Central Mediterranean
at the same time and, in these conditions of bad visibility,
caused considerable confusion, Furthermore, in the case of
the recomaissance aircraft operating from North Africa, those
from Sidi Barrani were at the extreme limit of their range and
encountered the same wretched weather conditions which hampered
the recommaissance aircraft from Malta,

The air action against the enemy convoy, agreed by the
R.A.F. in co-operation with the Vice-Admiral Malta, was for an

/air
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air strike to be carried out by Albacores, the mining of
Tripoll harbour by Wellingtons, a second air strike by
Swordfish and an attack on the convoy, as it reached Tripoli,
by Wellingtons. The extremely bad weather, with low cloud,
rain and severe electrical storms, precluded any attacks by
Wellingtons during the night 17/18 December and these conditions
persisted throughout the whole of the following day.

During the night 18/19 December, there was considerable
air activity from Malta, in spite of the fact that from 23,00
hours wntil 05,00 hours there were alerts, ILuqga airfield was
heavily bombed, causing loss and damage to Wellingion aircraft
lined up ready to teke off, This was the airfield from which
both bombers and reconnaissance aircraft operated, Hal Far
was also machinJthned and other targets in the island attacked.
A special Wellington despatched to locate the convoy made
several sightings and dropped flares over enemy ships before
being forced to return to base shortly after midnight due to a
failure in oil pressure, It was as a result of these sightings
that six Albacores were despatched to attack the convoy. There
were two attacks on M/Vs of 8,000 tons and two on }/Vs of 2,000
tons, One large and one small ¥/V appeared to have been hit,
but observation was very difficult owing to an effective
sﬁoke-screen. The light A,A, gunfire from the ships was very
intense and several of the Albacores were holed and one was shot
down,

An enemy account stated:

The British air patrols from Malta had closely
followed the convoy's course.... The positions of the
Ttalien ships were also plotted during the night and so
the attacking forces were directed right ér to them.

One supply ship was hit by a bomb, but was taken in
tow. A% the same time, Tripoli was attacked from the
air., This and the fear of mines prevented the ships

from entering port that night., They were ordered to
anchor ten miles east of the harbour, in the shelter

of the minefields.
/The

SECRET



No.104 Squadron
o. R. B.

H.Q. Middle East
Table of
Operations

AKBTITN/3/3.

A6

SECRET

The mining of Tripoli harbour was carried out between
22,40 hours end 23.40 hours (night 18/19 December) by
Wellington aircraft of No.,104 Squadron, Three aireraft dropped
bombs and flares in various parts of the town to create a
diversion, while four other aircraft dropped their mines, four
of them Just outside the harbour and two just inside, The
enemy account makes it clear that, in spite of the R,A.F.'s meb
oEmEsmetds deceptive measures, they suspected a mining
operation, As a result, the ships were kept outside the
harbour, in the shelter of a ming_field and this led, indirectly,
to severe losses to the Malta Force,

A strike of five Swordfish was despatched at 22,40 hours
to continue the attack on the convoy previously carried out by
the Albacores., They sgarched for the target until 01,00 hours
when, due to the high winds which caused a very high level of
fuel consumption, they were forced to return to base,

It was now the turn of the Wellingtons, Unhapplly, at a
time when a force of fourteen Wellingtons, with bombs, was lined
up reedy to take off from Luga, the severe enemy air attack
already mentioned, developed, Four big craters were made
in the runway, Oms of the Wellingtons was written off by
blast. Another caught fire and blew up, with its bombs,
causing such damage to the others standing by that the strike
hed to be cancelled, At this stage, no attempt had been made
to attack the convoy with Blenheims, It was a very heavily
defended target and heavy losses by the Blenheim gguadrons,
together with warnings from both Air Ministry and the Air
Officer Commanding-in-Chief not to risk these vulnerable airoraft
against unsuitable objectives,decided the Air Officer Commanding
Malta not to use the Blenheims, Experience both at home and
in the Middle East had proved that low-flying attacks egainst

[ocavoys
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Dﬁf'c'-m‘c. convoys in such strength as here, usually resulted in aircraft
Malta

R4 a/énz.r /;);f 36(a)  being shot down before they could drop their bombs. A medium
) ) altitude attack by Blenheims was also ruled out by the 4,0.C.
Malta, The cloud base was from batween 2,500 to 3,000 feet
and the A,0,C, Malta considered that "the high risk from
concentrated A.A. at such a height did not justify the
problematical hits which might be obtained by crews inexperienced
in medium level attacks."
As has already been mentioned, during the night
18/19 December, the three supply ships anchored 10 miles to the
east of Tripoli, in the shelter of minefields. It is to be
assumed that any coastal waters in the vicinity of an important
supply port such as Tripoli would have been extensively mined.
In any case it would have been most unlikely that unescorted
¥/Vs of such military value as this particular conveoy, would
have dropped anchor eway from the harbour defences without some
such protection, The naval Commander's decision to hagard
his ships in such dangerous waters is, therefore, not understood.
Early the next morning, when moving in to attack the supply ships,
the Malta Force beceme involved in a minefield, The flagship,
Neptune, struck two mines, losing all steam end power, She
afterwards struck two other mines and eventually capsized and
sank, with the loss of all. but one of her company, The destroyer
Kandehar was also mined when trying to get alongside the Neptune,
The J , in spite of the plight of the other two ships, very
galllantly involved herself in the seme waters and managed to
™he War at Sea" rescue eight officers and 166 ratings from the Kandahar which had
Volume II,
to be sunk by torpedo. A third casualty was the cruiser Aurora
which, following in the wake of the Neptune, was ##mw mined and
holed, but fortunately she managed to reach Malta, where she was
out of action for some weeks. Another cruiser, the Penelope,
/also .
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elso struck a mine while turning, but was not seriously demaged,
A striking force of Blenheims - three from No,107 Squadron

and three from No,18 Squadron - were despatched to attack the
convoy ten miles east of Tripoli, later the same day.(1) However,
by the time the striking force of Blenheims hed arrived, the
ships had moved to the shelter of Tripoli harbour, The
Blenheims, in two Vic formations, approached Tripoli flying
at sea level., Intense and accurate light and heavy A,A, gunfire
was encountered from both shore and ships and two enemy fighters
attacked the Blenheims which were forced to return without
having dropped their bombs,

The safe arrivel of this convoy, with its valuable
cargoes, in Tripoli had a considerable effect on the course of
the war in North Africa, "It is clear", says the enemy account,
"that the material loss of the supplies carried in the thyee
cargo vessels, at the height of the crisis in North Africa, would
have had the gravest consequences for the Axis forces,”

disat frous

On 20 December, the day following the W’( losses
sustained by the Malta Force and the safe arrival of the enemy
convoy at their destination, the Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean
sent a personal signal to the First Sea Lord in which he
expressed severe oriticism of the degree of help given to the

Royal Navy by the Royal Air Force, during the passage of the

Breconshire convoy and the operations in the Central Mediterranean

between 16 and 19 December, He complained that, whereas the
Breconshire convoy had been effectively shadowed end attacked,
R.A.F, reconnaissance had been so weak that he had remained in

grave doubt whether there were one or two enemy forces at sea.

(1) The account given by the Koyal Navy gives the position as
twenty miles to the east of Tripoli. The enemy stated
that it was ten miles, The R,A.F. also located the ships
ten miles to the east of Tripoli.

/He
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He had been uncertain of the position of the enemy convoy until
15.00 hours on 17 December and the Breconshire convoy had been
completely surprised by a heavy enemy unit. From leaving
harbour, until their return, neither the enemy convoy nor the
covering forces had been bombed, although the aftermoon of the
18 December had been spent within 200 miles of Malta and, so he
alleged, the enemy had two crippled destroyers in tow, The
only effective air action was by the Swordfish, which had made
an abortive attack on the convoy,

¥3ea operations,” he wrote, *must be co-ordinated by
one comnand and that command must have adequate air forces
for its purpose, It is noted that this principle has to a
large extent been accepted in the Western Desert, So long
as decisions on selected reconnaissances to be sent out and
targets and weight of attack to be launched rests with
anyone not directly responsible for sea operations,
failures of this sort will occur.

We cannot afford this total weakness in our naval
operations. Nor is it right that we should send out our
relatively weaker forces into arena and then fail to give
them adequate reconnaissance or effective air support,

It will be remembered that before these operations,
I pressed for a full air effort against enemy heavy forces,
This was not accepted and air was to deal with convoy
on way south and attack heavy ships on their return,
In the event, no bomber attacks of any sort were made,

I realise fully the high importance of Western
Desert commitments but we have allowed the enemy to learn
a most dangerous lesson, namely that his heavy force of
which he is so nervous can operate for three days with
immunity from air attack in central Mediterranean, There
may have been a temporary gain in immediate battle, but
it is at cost of teaching enemy (? method) by which he
can pass his supplies safely into Libya.

I appreciate also that adequate air forces to meet
all calls are not available out here, but if this be so
then matter becomes one of priority and if sufficient
aircraft and adequate control are not provided, we shall
lose our undoubted tenuous hold on central Mediterrenean
and that surely is a matter of prime importance to our
land forces,

Damage now inflicted on our battleships in harbour
makes this question of control of sea operations of still
graver importance and unless vigorous action is taken, we
shall find that we can neifher support our advanced land
forces by sea, nor provide any supply to Malta even by
fast ships./

/The
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The Air Officer Commanding Mediterranean replied on
23 December that on 17 and 18 December, only two Marylands
(with the possibility of a third) and two special Wellingtons
were available and this low serviceability was in spite of every
economy in Maryland sorties, In fact, not one had been ordered
off unless decided by the daily Naval Air conference at Malta,
In discussing the employment of the Marylends and Wellingtons
with the Vice-Admiral, Malts, the A.0,C. Malta had begun with the
statement that all Marylands and special Wellingtons were at the
disposal of the Naval staff, Furthermore, he had asked how
the Naval staff at Malta wished them to be used, when he himself
would issue orders in accordance with their wishes,

Purther criticism of the R,A.F. conduct of operations from
Malte was made by Admiral Cunninghem, on 11 January, concerning
the passage of an Italian convoy from Italy to Tripoli, on &4
and 5 January 1942. It was this which apparently decided the
Air officer Commanding-in-Chief to enter into the controversy on
15 January 1942, when he sent a personal signal to the Chief of
the Air Staff, He said that the C.-in-C. Mediterranean's
personal signal of 19 December to the First Sea Lord reviewing
operations in the Mediterranean between 16 and 19 December had
not been .referred to him or the Air Officer Commanding No.2O01
Group before despatch and that it omitted important facts
regarding these operations and was therefore misleading. He
pointed out that ell available reconnaissance aircraft hed
been placed at the disposal of the Haval §taff and operated in
sccordance with Naval wishes, following discussion between the
A.0.C. Malta and the Vice-Admiral Melta, It was considered
that the best results wers achieved with the number of aireraft
available, The fact that there were two enemy forces at sea
was olearly established from sighting reports, although the

/more

SEGRET



231

SECRET

more easterly of the two forces was not sighted in subsequent
searches, This was understandable, he considered, owing to
the state of the weather and the small number of aircraft
available for the search,

No sightings had been made by reconnaissance aircraft
operating from Libya, as the enemy forces never came within -
rangeé. Similarly, all light bomber squadrons in Libya were
standing by for bombing attack, as soon as it was anticipated
that the enemy forces might come within range, which in fact
did not happen, Any bombing attack by Wellingtons, on the
night 17/18 December was out of the question, owing to low
clouds and rain, while gajttacks by Blenheims were considered
inadvisable against such strongly defended targets. He then
went on to enumerate the various other steps taken tod gstroy
the convoy by air action from Malta.

The A,0,C,=in-C. stated, in a further signal of the same
date, that it was quite incomprehensible how the Breconshire
convoy came to be surprised, as it was clear both to the Air
Officer Commanding No,201 Group, in Alexzandria, and himself,
in Cairo, on the moming of 17 December, that the Breconshire
was in grave danger of being intercepted, unless a drastic change
was made in her movements, Then no such change was made, the
A,0.C0.-in=C, concluded that the C,~-in-C, Mediterranean was
prepared to teke the risk,

No doubt as.a result of the inescapable fact that all air
action from Malta, during this period, had been planned in the
closest co-operation with the Naval Staff there, the next
commmication from the C.-in-C. Mediterranesn to the Admiralty
was tantamount to a retraction of his earlier statement.

g
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#T wish to make it clear he wrote on 17 January
1942, #that I have no desire to criticise the co-operation
afforded by the R,A.F, either here or in Malta on this or
the previous occasion on 17 December. To the contrary,

The point which needs emphasis is the lack of suitable

air forces, Air forces available for reconnaissence from
Malta were, on both occasions, placed at the disposal of the
Vice-Admiral Malta and reconnaissance was flown as required
by him within the limits of forces available. Such errors
as were made were in the positioning of (forces?) in the
existing situations and were made by the Naval Staff
conoerned, but they were presented with sn almost impossible
problem owing to lack of aircraft. A further trouble was
that neither myself nor the fleet were informed of this lack!

Perusal of the Operations Record Book of No.69 Squadron -
the squadron whose Marylands were responsible for all the day-
light searches - does not justify the somewhat apologetic tone
adopted by H,Q., Middle East over the reconnaissance effort from
Malte, Excluding the searches at night by special Wellingtons,
aircraft of No,69 Squadron carried out unbroken reconnaissence
ovar the sea from 08,00 hours to 18,35 hours on 17 December,
from 08,35 hours to 18,05 hours on 18 December and, with a break
of 1 hour 20 minutes, due to a technical failure, from 08.15
hours to 18,05 hours on 19 December., This gives an average of
9% hours' reconnaissance on each of the three vital days, from
17 to 19 December.,

Day Dec. 17 Hurricane Reconnaissance 09,35 to 12,00 hours
Sfax and Lampedusa

Maryland 08,00 to 13,30 hours special search
north Greek coast, Sighted Italian
fleet,

Maryland 14,00 to 18.35 hours shadowing
Italian battle fleet.

Night 17/18 Special Shipping searches south Tonian Sea
Wellingtons made three sightings of enemy ships
between 22,26 hours and OL.45 hours.
Reported weather very bed and
severe electrical storms encountered,

Day 18 Maryland 08,35 to 12,55 hours special search
Ionian Sea,

Marylend 09.00 to 14,50 hours search scuth-
east of Malta, Sightings made of
naval ships,

/Hurricane

SECRET



H.Q. Middle

East Table of

Operations,
AHB/TITN /31 /3.

74
233

SECRET

Hurricane 10.15 to 12.45 hours.
Reconnaissance Tripoli.

Maryland 10,40 to 15,40 hours search south-
east of Malta., Four separate
sightings made.

Maryland 13.55 to 18.05 hours, Search for
Italian fleet which was located and
shadowed. Heavy A,A, gunfire,

Night 18/19 Special Despatched to locate enemy convoy,

Wellingtons First sighting made at 21,40 hours,
At 00,41 hours aircraft forced to
return owing to oil pressure
f&ilure.

19 Maryland 08.15 to 11,05 hours, Search for
H,M.S. Neptune off Tripoli at
request of Navy.

19 Maryland 11,05 to0 14.15 hours search Libyan
coast for possible enemy Naval units
which might attack H.M,S, Neptune,
Returned with oil leak.

Maryland Search for British destroyer off
Tripoli, Contact made. Destroyer
sending 8.0.S, and asking for
verification of aircraft position.

At the time the convoy was being run through to Tripoli,
all siroraft available in the Westermm Desert were fully
occupied by the heavy claims of the critical battle being waged
at the time, However, this in no way affected the fortunes of
the enemy convoy, for at no time during the two days was the
convoy within effective striking range from the available
airfields in eastern Cyrenaica and Egypt. The nearest point,
so far as is ¥mown, to which the convoy approached was 360 miles
from the E1 Adem-Tobruk area.

It would appear, therefore, that the enemy success in
running this vital convoy through to Tripoli,end which
undoubtedly did much towards helping Rommel to retrieve his
fortunes in the Desert, was due to the following combination of
circumstances?

/(=)
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(a) Bad weather with low cloud and raingreduced
visibility over the sea area considerably
throughout the critical days.

(b) Advent of Iuftflotte 2 in the Mediterranean about this
time, The bombing of the Malta air bases by the
Luftwaffe hed an immediate effect on the extent of
the offensive air operations which could be carried
out from the island, Soon the Wellingtons were to
be driven away by the enemy attacks,

() The lack of suitable aircraft - particularly torpedo-
carrying ones,

(8) The confusion due to the fact that both the Royal Navy
and the enemy had chosen an identical period of time
to run their convoys through.

The Royal Navy, as well as the R.A,F., were vexed by this
canfusion, The fact that they were escorting the Breconshire
served drastically to limit their freedom of action, Even if
aerial reconnaissence from Malta had given the 15th Cruiser
Squadren all the desired information, it is doubtful whether,
with the considerable disparity between the two forces, they
could have done more than avoid all contact with the enemy and
remove the Breconshire out of harmm's way,

Arapic

The i;;'yaxincidents involving the Malta Force were purely
a naval responsibility, although the Marylands of No.69 Squadron
did what they could, in the way of reconnaissance, to help.
These and other grievous naval losses sustained at this time by
the Mediterranean Fleet was which were to have such a profound
influence on naval strategy in that theatre, undoubtedly did
much to cloud the Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean's judgement
and precipitated the sharp criticism of the Royal Air Force
which, as the preceding narrative of the facts show, was ille
deserved,

AT suggestf wrote the C,A.S. to the First Sea

Lord, on 29 Jenuary 1942, Athat the sending of signals by

Admiral Cunningham to the Admiralty, before the matter at

issue has been given a thorough and impartial examination

on the spot, is apt to cause friction and waste of effort,
serves no useful purpose and might, with advantage, be
discouraged,

/I em
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I am sure you realise that we are making every

oeffort to expedite the flow of aircraft and personnel to

the Middle East and that we are always reedy to meet, as

far as possible, the balanced views and recommendations of
the Defence Committee.

An investigation by H.Q. Middle East in the part played by

the R, A,F, in these operations ceme to the cenolusion that:

(a) Within the limits set by bad weather and available
aircraft, the fullest possible use was made of the
air forces operating from Malta and Egypt.

(b) There should be an increase in the number of
long-range reconnaissance and striking force aircraft
(especially torpedo-bowbers) available in Malta,
particularly during such times when the Royal Navy

might be unable to provide Naval Forces of sufficient

Appendix "H" to H.q. strength to engage and sink such powerful enemy units

AH-KK

5. Opsums,
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as were encountered in the operations described above,

(¢) A coubined R.N.-R.A.F, Operations Room both at
Alexandrie and Melta was desirable, Such a lialson
might have avoided the confusion over enemy forces
which resulted int he surprise interception of the
15th Cruiser Squadron.

Factors Governing the Low Level of Sinkings of Enemy Ships by
Malta-based Aircraft in December, 1941,

In spite of the success scored against the valuable enemy
tanker, the Iridio Mantovani, which was awash and abandoned by
her crew when sunk by the Royal Navy, the actual sinkings which
can be claimed by the Royal Air Force and Fleet Air Arm in the
Mediterranean, in the month of December 1941, amounted to enly
2,148 tms.m This was the lowest total for the whole of 194,
The reasons for this lack of success justify examination, and

prove to be similar %o those which obtained at the time of the

Breconshire convoy, /d-n (7 dee.
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The winter of 1941/41942 in the Central Mediterraneen area
was extremely bad and was the worst which Malta had experienced
for some forty years, Throughout December there were periods
of heavy rain with extremely bad visibility. For twelve days
out of the month, due to low cloud, it was impossible to operate
Wellingtons at all, Furthermore, the torrential rains seriocusly
affected the serviceability of the airfields and aircraft became
bogged at their dispersal points,

Enemy raids were intensified, with the arrival of Luftflotte
2 in the Mediterranean, and this caused a general drop in
aireraft serviceability, In addition, the Blenheim had proved
far too vulnerable for attacks against heavily-escorted targets,
while the enemy, having learnt their lesson, had increased the
strength of both air and naval escorts f'or their convoys, Events
were showing more and more clearly that the aerial torpedo and
not the bomb was the most sn.;itable and effective weapon for use
in antieshipping strikes,

The Effect of the Bad Weather on Melta's Airfields,

The effect of the extremely bad weather experienced in
December 1941 and, indeed, throughout the winter of 1941/1942
on air operations from Malta justifies some elaboration,
The climate of Malta may be divided into three fairly well- -
marked seasons,
(a) The hot, mainly dry summer, extending from May
or June until August or September.
{(b) A rainy avtumn and winter, extending from October
to February or March,
(¢) The springtime of rising temperatures and decreasing
rainfall.
From June to August, the skies are usually almost cloudless.
In September, there is an appreciable inorease of cloud and an
- [occasional
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occasional fall of thundery rain, In October, disturbances
begin to affect the island more frequently, giving occasional
thundery rain or thunderstorms on about six days during the
month, From October to February, or March - the winter months -
the rainfell is appreciable, but often of a thundery character,
with intervals of fine weather in between the disturbed
conditions,

December is usually the wettest month with 4.3 inches of
rain on the average, or about one fifth of the whole year's
rainfell, with an appreciable amount of rain falling on
thirteen days in the month. Rain, however, falls generally
in short sharp bursts and as much as five inches of rain has
been known to fall within twenty-four hours, Hail and thunder

Lo N T g
frequently, these hqavy showers,

In a single week, from 2 = 7 December 1941, no less than
five days produced impossible flying conditions, and attacks on
Benghazi, in support of the Eighth Army's Cyrenaican offensive,
were prevented, Fifty-seven bomber sorties (thirty-esight
medium end nineteen light) were made against all targets during
this period., The week 9 = 15 December showed an improvement
and the total number of sorties numbered 110 (86 by Wellington
and 2l by Blenheims)., Impossible weather ccnditions, combined
with the bogging of airfields and the heavy enemy attacks by the

Iuftwaffe, which were renewed about this time, caused a sharp

drop during the week 16 to 23 December, so that during this
period there was only a total of seventeen effective bomber
sorties, all flown by Wellingtons., It was during this phase
of low operational activity by the lialta~based bombers that the
Breconshire convoy sailed, During the last week in December,
an improvement in conditions enabled the sortie rate to rise to
72 (Lk by Wellingtons and 28 by Blenheims),

/The
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The only all-weather airfield on which bombers of the
VWellington type could land was Luqa.. This was a very serious
limitation, particularly as, due to the feulty construction
of the runway, the prevailing wind blew across it and sometimes
prevented aircraft from teking off, Such an incident occurred
on the night 25/26 December, when a force of Wellingtons,
briefed for Tripoli, remained grounded. Owing to the lack of
an alternative landing ground for the Wellingtons, they hed to
be recalled when weather conditions at Luga became unfavourable.
Generally speaking, it was difficult to obtain;certain weather
forecast for more than six hours and sorties were mostly limited
to that period.

The other two airfields, Ta Kali and Hal Far, were both
grass strips with no hard-standings, so that they became
waterlogged very quickly and were unserviceable for days at a
time, At times, during the very bad winter of 1941/1942, this
applied to all three airfields, so that Wellingtons, Blenheims
and fighters were all bogged at their standings,

In November, after thirty-five Hurricanes had been
flown to Melta, in Opsration "Pantaloon", the airstrip at
safi, in the extreme south-eastern part of the island, had to be
connected with Hal Far, in order to provide adequate dispersal.
The Army could not provide labour, on the plea that they were
busy with training, and they could not help with transport.
How;ver, by withdrawing all available labour from Luga, Hal Far
and ;a‘:iél., and the use of some two hundred police, togsther
with certain public works and demolition gangs obtained from the
Government, this work was completed, but not until the end of
January 1942,

These limitations on air operations from Malta, caused by
a chronic shortage of labour, equipment, petrol and motor

/transport
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transport hampering the repair and improvement of airfields on
the island, ssrious as they were in December, 1941, were to
increase with the intensive bombing and siege conditions of the
spring of 1942 and will be referred to later,

Offensive Operations Against Ports and Bases - December,

In spite of these unfavourable conditions, Wellingtons of
Nos. 40 and 104 Squadrons between them managed to carry out a
total of 25 operations against enemy ports and bases during
December. Some two hundred aircraft were engaged in these
attacks and a total of three hundred tons of bombs dropped, The

most important target selected was Tripoli which was raided eight

H.Q. Middle times, Benghazi was attacked three times, Castel Benito, Naples

East Table of

pperations and Taranto twice and Brindisi and Misurata once.
AHB[TI3 /3 /3.

Naples was attacked by a force of twenty Wellingtons on
the night of 5/6 December and again by ten Wellingtons on the
following night, Direct hits on the arsenal caused a large fire,
while two 4,000 lb. bombs set the torpedo factory ablaze.

In the course of an attack by four marauding Blenheims, in .
the Messina area, on 4 December, bombs were dropped in the
railway siding, setting on fire a train of twenty-four tankers,
which was completely burnt out. On the same day, a Beaufighter
attacked a transport convoy in the Nofilia-Sirte region., A
petrol tanker and trailer were set alight, another tanker blew
up and other lorries carrying fuel were damaged, so that their
cargoes were lost,

Over thirty tons of bombs and incendiaries were dropped
on store depots at Tripoli, including two 4,000-1b bombs, by
Wellingtons on the night 9/10 December, Continuous explosions
ocourred in the target area, followed by a number of fires
which developed into one large conflagration., On the nights of
10/11, 13/14 end 14/15 December, a total of twenty-six

/Wellingtons
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Wellingtons bombed Benghazi, a direct hit being scored by a
4,000-1b bomb on the Cathedral kole, causing a series of
violent explosions. Mines were also laid in the harbour,

Hurricane bombers, with fighter cover, carried out a very
successful raid against Comiso airfield on 12 December when
seventy-two 40-1b bombs were dropped on hangars and buildings,
causing considerable damage, Swordfish aircraft of the Fleet
Air Arm also attacked Castel Benito airfield on the same day,
They claimed a direct hit on a fighter which blew up, two others
being set on fire and when the aircraft left,a blagze in the
hongars was visible for fifty miles, Another attack on Castel
Benito by twelve Wellingtons on the night 21/22 December
destroyed at least seven aircraft by fire end others were
extensively demaged by blast end splinters, Explosions
followed by fires also occurred in the hangars and other buildings
on the airfield.

Blenheims of Nos., 17 and 107 Squadrons were active on
17 December when a number of petrol tankers and coaches on the
railway between Zuara and Tripoli were destroyed., Five days
later, a force of eleven Blenheims attacked a westward-moving
convoy of about cne hundred and thirty vehicles full of troops
end stores, on {he road between Sirte and Misurata, Ten
lorries and two tankers were completely destroyed and many other
vehicles damaged, Casualties were also caused to personnel

The night 23/2) December begen a series of night raids
on Tripoli which continued until 28/29 December and involved a
total of forty-four Wellingtons, eight Albacores and eight
Swordfish which, between them dropped approximetely one hundred
tons of bombs and incendiaries, At the seme time mines were
also laid in the harbour, The enemy's extensive use of smoke,
under favourable weather conditions, on the nights 23/24 and

/24/25
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24/25 pDecember helped to make the results of the bombing
difficult to assess and, in some measure, defeated the attacking
aircraft. Good results were achieved on the other four night
operations, when harbour installations and the railway statiom,
together with shipping in the port, were attacked.
After the loss of Benghazi on 24 December, the enemy
was compelled increasingly to use Zuara as a port for unloading
supplies and a number of sorties by Blenheim aircraft were
directed against the port and shipping there. On 24 December,
three Blenheims attacked the harbour. A large schooner,
the Pietrino of 667 tons, was bombed and sunk.(1 A Blenheim
flew into a mast and crashed in the water while A,A, gunfire
from the defences killed the observer in another Blenheim.
Three other attacks were made on the port of Zuara in the course
of which a 1,500~-tecn M,V, was seen to blow up, This claim is
oy miegedr,
not confirmed by m. Albacores of No,828 Squadron
F.A,A. also staged diversionary attacks on Zuara while mines
were laid in the harbour,

The Beginning of the Luftwaffe's Second Air Offensive Against

Malta, 21 December 1941,

The date attributed by the enemy to the start of their
all-out air offensive for the subjugation of Malta by air
assault is 21 December 1941, This was the second air dffensive
Malta had endured, the first having begun in January 1941 with
the arrival of the damaged Illustrious at Valetta,

The gradual installatian of Iuftflotte 2, in Sieily, on
the direct instructions of Hitler, was preceded by an
intensification of air attacks by the Italians which became
noticeable at the beginning of December, From 4 to 8 December,

enemy bomber forces operated at night, at a waximum strength of

(1) The Pietrino was later salved and towed to Italy where she
she was sunk in the course of en air attack on Genoca on
23 Qgctober 1942,
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26 aircraft. The main damage from a military point of view
was at Hal Far where buildings were damaged and a soldier was
killed and six others injured, During the second week in
December, a further steady increase was noted. Some 67 aireraft
were recorded as having attacked the island, the strength of the
raids varying from one aircraft to 14,

By the third week in the month, it was plainly indjcated to
the defenders, from the scale of attack, that the enemy had
begun air operations "with the fixed intention of neutralising
the air effort from the island,® From 16 to 23 December,
attacks were mede every night end day and sorties amounted to
over 200, The bomber formaticns were usually escorted by
Pighters and varied in strength from ggven to forty airoraft,

It was during this period that the night-bombing attack on

Iuga grounded the Wellingtons which were standing by ready to
attack the enemy convoy to Tripoli, on the night 18/19 December,
On 21 December, a force of some 24 bombers was intercepted by
Hurricanes and broken up as they approached Malta. Two days
later, Hurricanes intercepted an enemy force of 22 Me., 109s. and
Ju, 88s attacking Grand Harbour and broke up the attack, Damage
during this phase of operations against Nalta was mainly confined
to civilian property and casualties among the population,

There was, however, a certain amount of damege to military
objectives, the most outstanding being the raid on Luqga on the
night 18/19 December, The first German casualty, in this new
phase of enemy operations against the island, occurred on

22 December, when a Ju, 88 was lost over Malta.

During the last week of December 1941, the inorease in
strength, determination and frequency of enemy air attacks on
the island was most apparent and more than 520 bomber and
fighter sorties were mede during the week. Interceptions and

/combats
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combats were a deily and nightly occurrence, during which

claims were made of six Ju, 88s and one Me. 109 destroyed for
the loss of six Hurricanes (two of which collided in the air).(1)
According to enemy records, they lost six Ju, 88s and two
fighters during this period, The precise losses from A,A,
gunfire are not known.

The effectiveness of these raids increased as the enemy
developed the weight and precision of their attacks. 1In
the course of two raids on Grand Harbour, on 2 December,
damage was caused to a merchant vessel and one of H,M, ships.
However, the first really successful operation by the enemy
during this phase was on 26 December, when, in the course of a
raid on Luga, six aircraft were destroyes and five others
damaged. Three days later came the heaviest raid when, between
08.00 hours and 17.30 hours and in the course of three raids,

a total of ninety enemy aircraft attacked the island, The
targets were airfields and H,M, ships., The last raid of the
day on ILuqa was disastrous and fifteen aircraft were destroyed
on the ground,

By the end of the month, the strain of this incessant
Pighting had reduced Malta's fighter strength to less than ane
squadron, Thus ended the year 1941, with Malta on the defensive, '
cut off f'r;nw 1 sources of supply and about to endure one of

the most concentrated air assaults of all air history.

/cA,,.f‘u /12

(1) No account is taken of R,A.F, claims of enemy aircraft
*probably' destroyed.
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Chapter 12/
THE EEGINNING OF THE GREAT AIR ASSAULT

The General Situation in the New Year 1942
The return of the Luftwaffe to Siocily, in strength, towards

the end of 1941, soon wrought a noticeeble change in the
strategic situation in the Mediterranean theatre of operations.
For although, at the opening of 1942, the Eighth Army's *Crusader’
offensive appeared to be going from strength to strength,
oulminating in the withdrawal of the enemy in North Africa behind
the Marse Brega defences, there was soon every indication that,
with the enemy back on their bases and Malta unable to interrupt g
the flow of supplies and reinforoements to the Panzer Amy, \
Rommel would soon be in a position to take the offensive again,
Conversely, while the Panzer Army was poised like a aoiled spring, ;
back on its bases, the Eighth Army were already finding their ’
lines of communication badly stretched end they wers experienaing
serious administrative difficulties, Soon, with improved supply
lines, the Panzer Army were able to forestall the Eighth Amy's
own projeoted offensive and forve them right out of Cyrenaioca;
the next major offensive by Rommel on May 26 sent a 'bewildersd

and baffled' Eighth Army back to El Alemein, to within 70 miles

of Alexandria,

A Comparison Between the British Air Strength on Malta and the
Luftwaffe Stre on Sicily, January 1

The Air fleet which the Axis powers had been able to
an olln-lAﬂf'\l“)‘
concentrste on Sicily and which was having such a=powerfil
effeot on the land-fighting in North Africa, amcunted to some 5
500 eiroraft, one helf of them Germang, Malta could dispose of
9 squedrons, with an I,E. of 140, only three of the squadrons

being fighters and these were the obsolescent Hurriocane,

A detailed ocomparison between the strengths of the Axis air

Rl

forges on Sicily and the British on Malta, in January 1942 gives

the following figures: K

/ Luftwaffe
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Luftwaffe on Sieil January 1

Zype Stre Servigeable Looation
Long-range Recce Ju.88 23 17 Trapani and
Gorbini
S.E, Fighters Mo, 109F 97 67 Soiacca, Comiso
end Gela
Night Fighters Ju, 88 15 1 Catania
T.E. Fighters Me,110 19 8 Trapani
Bombers Ju.88 103 60 Catania, Gerbini,
—_— —_— Comiso
257 163
italian Air Force on Sicily, 22 Jaruary 1942
Type Strength Serviceable Location
Fighters Mc,200, Mo0.202 139 85 Palemo,
Cr.25, Cr.42, Castelvetrano,
Re. 2000 Catania, Camiso,
Trapani
Bambers S.79 L0 27 Castelvetrans and
Palermo
Army Co-op. Ro.47, Ca,311 27 15 Palermo
2
Navy Csz,501, Cg.506 5 32 Augusta and,
Stagnonse
257 159

The Italisns also had another 90 fighters, 60 bombers and 30 Coastal
airoraft, on Sardinia, for use as an anti-shipping foroe against
convoys in the Western Mediterranean ami in attacks against
shipping, ‘

The Malta Order of Battle, as at 30 Jamuary 1942 was:-

No, of
Zype Squadron Squadrons  LE,  Total L,E,
Medium Bomboers No. 40 1 16 16
(Wellingtons)
Light Bombers Nos, 18 & 21 2 16 32
(Blecheims)
Fighters Nos. 126, 185 3 16 48
(Hurricanes) & 249
G.R, (Maryland, No, 69 Squadron 13 W% 24
Burricene and & 1435 Flight
Spitfire)
F.l(.eet Air Amm Nos. 828 & 830 2 12 2
Swordfish & vy e —
Albacores) _9_% A 1
/ At
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At this time, out of a strength of 130 B.A.F. airoraft
approximately one third, or 45 airoraft, were serviceable
(Cat. A)s The figures wers:

Zype Gat, 4.  Cot, B, Gat, .  ZTotal
Hurrioane 26 38 19 83
Beaufighters 2 2
Maryland 1 7 2 10
Blenhein IV 7 4 3 14
Wellington A 3 A 21
45 5t A 130

About 75% of the Rurricanes were IIBs and axmed with 12 machine-
guns, The balaence were Burriocars I1Cs, armed with ﬁ 20mn
cannon and these were reserved for work with the Night Fighter
Unit,
The Weekness of the B,A.F. Pighter Forge on Malta - Jamary 41942
Due to the pressure of operations, the strength and
serviceabilty figures quoted above varied oonsiderably throughout
the month of January 1342, There is, however, ome sslient
point whioh must xrot be lost sight of when oons?dering the fighter
defence of Malta, Between Operation 'Panteloon' on
12 November 1941, when 34 Hurrioenes were flown to Malta,to
7 March 1942, when the first consigment of Spitfires (15 in all)
wore flown off the airoraft cerrier Eagle and kmown as Operation
'Spotter' - during 4 months in all -~ no S.E. fighter reinforce-
ments reached Malta, This strength figure of 83 Burricanss of
which 26 were serviceable was & wasting asset, as indeed was the
whole of Malta's air strength at that time, No mew spares were
being received and the ssrviceability of airoraft oould only be
maintained through a process of 'cannibalisation'., The enenmy,
on the other hand, were constantly building up their strength on
Sieily, as fresh reinforcements were flown in from the mainland,

/ Irrespective
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Irrespective of such variables as strength ard service-
ability, the one factor that remained constant throughout this
period erd, indeed, until the arrivel of Spitfire reinforcements
on 7 March 1942, was the inferiority of the Burricens compared
with the Me.109F., On 12 December 1941 s the A,0,C.=in=C,,
Middle East, had written to the C.A.S.:

A1 feel that since enemy 1s prepared to throw in
his latest types into Mediterranean battles, we
will reed a proportion of cur best here, also.”

To which the C.A.S. replied, on 13 December:

“An speeding up tropicalisation of itfires, but
don't expose this carrot to units. (1) We camnot
I think, be on top of the enemy everywhere, in
overy respect, He may have advantage of performange »
but you have it in respect of numbers, morale and
freedom of anxiety from short petrol rations, The
last two have been won by the great efforts end
sucoess of your Commard.

When tested by the ensmy fleet of 100 Mg, 109Fs, in
Jamary 1542, the inherent weakness of Malta's fighter defence
soon beceme apperent, For, in the case of Malta's fighter
force, they did not have the advantage, oited by the C.A.S., of
either mmbers or 'freedom of anxiety from short potrol rations,!
The Hurricane, on which Malta depended for-its air defence, was
outolassed.

#Pirst problem here is fighter defence,” the A,0,C,

Malta signalled the A,0,C,-in-C,, Middle East, in
Jamuary, “Do not hold tools for the job, Must
stop day bombing, 1098 always have advantage in
height and performarge. Eurricanes cannot take
on Ju,88s under these conditions without grave risk

and always at disadvantage, Spitfire Vs only can
make height in time to take on fighters.”

(1) It was indeed as well that this 'carrot' was not exposed
to the R,A.F, units in the Middle East, as the first
qonsigment was not to arrive for another three months.

/ Ard
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And the A.0,C, Malta returnsd to the subjeot, which was
dominating his thought at this time s again in February,

/Day 22 Feb. clearly showed insdequacy of our
fighter force ,... Am confident if we could
shoot down @ score, this daylight nonsense would
stop, To do this, must have Hurricares with
cannon, as it is distressing to our pilots to
8se bombers go off carrying so much lead, Must
also h;ve Spitfires in aedsquate mmbers for high
gover,

The visit to Malta by Group Captain Eubry, in Jemary 1942
will receive detailed attention later in the narrative, He was
the first observer, from outside Middle East Command, who was to
bring foreibly to the attention of Air Ministry the complste
inadequacy of Malta's fighter defence s at this time, He pointed
out bluntly that the Me.109s were 'supericr in every respect' to
the Bwrricene, When disoussing the morale of pilots, he wrote:

“The morale of pilots seems to be high, although
the obsolescent Hurricere IIs are having a certain
effect on the pilots, I am informed that German
fighter pilots often fly in front of our Eurriocanes
in order to show off the superiority of the Me,109Fs,
This is bound to have an increasingly adverse effect
on the morale of ocur pilots. I therefore consider
that every possible step should be taken to make
Spi.tfi.}v Vs and Kittyhawks availsble, with the least
delay.

An unsigned memorandum *Notes on Fighter Engagement on
2 Jamuary 1942' in the Air Officer Commending Malta's file
“Fighter Operationél Polioy" states that: A

Everyons emphasized the diffioulty of keeping
-adequate watoh on fighters with the superior
performance of the 109, In gensral, pilots
sald that the sky was simply full of 109s
travelling at speeds far greater than the
Hurricanes and simply all over the place,
While taking steps to avoid one lot of 109s,
one was probably jumped by another lot,

There is no doubt that the superiority of the
1098 over the Hurriocens is having a very

disastrous effect on the morale of our fighter
pilots, Group Captain Euwbry's visit did a

/ tremendous
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tremendous lot of good, as now the pilots

realise that somecne is taking an interest in

them and trying to get them better aireraft,

but unless these better airoraft are shortly

forthcoming, I am rather apprehensive of ths

mﬂulto‘

It is instructive to compare the situation in Malta with
that in the United Kingdom, during this period. In December
1941, only 13 enemy airoraft were reported over the United
Kingdom, PFurthermore, in the first three months of 1942, only
151 daylight encmy sorties were flowmn over the U.K., and a

substential proportion of these were solely reconnaissance

Naval Poliocy flights. At the height of the Luftwaffe's assault against Malta,
and Operations
in the Medi- between Pebruary and April, the number of sorties flown against

terranean. P,242,
the island amounted to more than 17,000, Malta's fighter defence

censisted of 3 squadrons of Hurricanes (83 airoraft of whioh

26 wore serviceable). Fighter Command disposed of 102 squadrons ,
camprising 2,395 aircraft of which 58 squadrons or 1,370 aireraft
were Spitfires. In squadrens, serviceable, they had 1,478
fighters, 886 of them Spitfires.

The importance of the seourity of the home base, in the
United Kingdom, needs no elaboration. Nevertheless, this grave
lack of balance in the Royal Air Force, at a time when the force
cn Malta was about to subjected to such a severe ordeal qan f£ind
no reasonable justification, Between the end of the first
German offensive, in May, 1941, end the beginning of the second,
towards the end of 19&.,1, little effort would appear to have been
made by Air Ministry to review thenm%\of the island's fighter
defence in a realistic manner, The return of the Luftwaffe to
Sicily, in strength, and an attempt to neutralise Malta by air
assault were certain if enemy operations in North Africa were not
to fail for lack of supplies and reinforcements, Yet, during
these whght vital months, when the air offensive against Malta
had been left to the Italians, no attempt was made to rearm the

/islandts
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island's three fighter squadrons with aircraft which would be
adequate to deal with the enemy threat., Purthemore,
tropicalisation of the Spitfire, in anticipation of its being
used in the Mediterranean, was inexplicably slow. Events
were to prove that it was indeed a policy, as the 4,0,0,-in-C.
himself said later, 'of too little and too late.'

Arrivel of Persomnel of Nos. 242 and 605 Squadrons at Malta

The persconnel of two fighter squadrons, Nos. 242 and 605,

arrived at Malta during January, but without aircraft., They were
later absorbed into the other fighter squadrons on the island.
The overseas establishment of No. 605 Squadron was 22 Officers s

Squedron O,R,Bs. 3 Warrant Officers and 308 N,C,0.s and airmen, Before leaving

the United Kingdom, one third of the squadron's officers (the

Commanding Officer end 7 other pilots described as 'the kermel of

the squadron') were posted away. In replacement, three pilot

officers who hed never flown a Hurricane were posted in and four

pilot officers who had previcusly been Sergeant pilots in the

squadron, were retained.

The Possibility of an Enemy Attempt to Invede Malta.

It was apparent that Melte needed added protection not only
against enemy air assault, but that actual invasion could not be
ruled out,

*1 am sure;/ the D/C,A.S, wrote to the 4,0,C., Malta,
an 15 December, “you must be proving a great thorm in
the flesh of the enemy and they must regard you with
great bittemess, This is all the more reason why I
feel you should be prepared for some attempt by the
enemy to liquidate you., We have already sent you

Malta and several signals urging you to husband your resources for
Gibraltar the primary task of the defence of Malta and the
Defences interruption of ememy communications with Africa, We

A #8./ILI5/ Tk shall find it very difficult to provide you with more

resources and particularly fighters.

I hope that if you are attacked in strength that the
lessons of Crete have been thoroughly learned and
assimilated for the defenoce of Malta. You are a
very strong garrison and I imagine that you have a
greater scale of anti-aircraft defences than any
other fortress in the world.”

In early Januvary, 1942, the D,/C.A.S. prepared a paper for
the C,A.S. on the possible implications of the move of
/luftflotte 2
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Luftflotfe 2 to the Mediterranean, He stressed the strategic
importance of the island, 'In fact,' he said, *the enemy's
virtual collapse in North Africa, during “Crusader" operations,
can be primarily described as dus to the interruption of enemy
sea comzunications by naval and air forces based at Malta.'

He considered it likely that the enemy would turn for success

in the south and that, whether operations were condusted through
Spain, Italy or Greece and Turkey, Malta was in every case of
the highest strategical significance.

“The move of Luftflotte 2 to the Mediterranean was deduced as
evidence that the enemy were contemplating an attack on Malta in
the near future. It was anticipated that by mid-February there
would be 240 S,BE, Fighters, 100 T,E, Fighters and 250 Long-Range
bombers, all G,A,F,, in Italy and that, by March or April there
would be as many as 1,200 G,A,F, first-line aircraft in the
Mediterrancan theatre. v

For the defence of Malta, there were three fighter sq‘,uadrons
and two lodger squadrons, without ground persomnel. The anti-
airoraft defences consisted of 112 heavy and 120 light A,A, guns.
The operation of fighters from Malta suffered because of the
limited number of airfields and the small space available for
organising defence in depth., Unless considerably reinforoed,
Malta's fighter foroe might be immobilised by a series of heavy
air attacks. In fact, the destrustion of runweys alonse might
keep the fighters grounded, It seemed to ths D,/C,A.S, that the
defence of Malta against air and parachute attack might devolve
largely on the A.A, ground defenoces and especially the light A,A,
defences. He stressed the importaence of reviewing immediately
the ground and air defences of Malta, so that advantage could be
taken of twhat short time may be available to place Malta in a
position to withstand a heavy and continuous attack by all arms.!

‘ *fhilst heavy demands are being made on the Middle

East,” he concluded, ¥in order to send reinforcements to

the Far East, there is a danger that we shall overlook the

importance of Malta and fail to supply the reserves and
reinforcements which should now be sent whilst ths
/opportunity
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opportunity remeins open to us. ¥We may find

ourselves in a position where we are unable to

do so at a later date,”

Unfortuwnately, even by that date (January 1942) the
opportunity for the air reinforcement of Malta, on any

considerable scale, hed fpiready begun to slip past. The

Luftwaffe's intensive attacks on the islend had wiesmdy started,

The D,/C.A.S. asked the ¢,A,S, to bring to the attention of the
Chiefs of Staff, who at that time were considering a J,I.C., paper
on Malta, the faot that heavy attacks by the Lufiwaffe had
already begun,
The report by the Joint Intelligence Sub-Committee, on the

subject of "An Axis Attack on Malta" had been circulated to
the Chiefs of Staff, on 3 January 1942, The J.I.C, view was
that the air attack with the object of neutralising the island
had already begun and would be progressively intensified, They
considered that a combined operation against Malta would be sa
aiffioult that the enemy were unlikely to attempt it until they
saw that the neutralisation was likely to succeed, In their
opinion, there was no indication that all the necessary asseult
lending coraft, parachute troops or gliders had been assembled
in the Mediterranean, The neoessary force would be:

1 parachute division

1 airborne division or infantry divisien

at least 2 infantry divislons brought by sea.
The availability of German troops on this scale was subject to
events in Russia but could probably be mounted by the beginning
of March, On the other hand, Italian formations could ke made
immediately available,

The substance of the J,I,C, report was submitted by the
Chiefs of Staff to the Commanders-in-Chief, Middle East, on
6 January 1942, It wes acoompanied, on the same day, by a
signal to the Governor of Malta, from the Chiefs of Staff, stating
/ubat
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what was by no means implicit in the J,I.C, Paper that *it looks
to us as though you are next en the list,' It informed the
Governor that General Auchinleck was being asked to place at his
dispesal officers who had taken part in the defence of Crete and
that the possibility of sending urgently-needed stores, via
Egypt, including supplies of small arms, ammunition and a few
2-pounder anti-tank guns was also being considered.

Six days later, Air Ministry signalled the A,0,C,=-in=C.,
Middle Rast and the A.0.C, Malta.that, in view of the possibility
of combined operations against Malta, including heavy airborne
landings, everything was to bs done to improve the island's
airfield defences., All Royal Air Force perscnnel were to be
armed and trained for the land defence of airfields for an
average of one hour a day., All those not essential for working
cn aircraft during en aotual attack were to be formed into wmits
to help in beating off the attack at the airfield.

The A,0,C, Malta pointed out, in his reply, that the total
strength of his command was less then 4,000 O,R.8. This total
included airmen for base personnel offioces, command wireless,
major overhauls and all repairs to airframes and engines, the
stores depots, staffs of Command H,Q, anrd stations' filter rooms,
AM.E.S,'s and operations rooms, The remaining airmen operated
2 bomber squadrons, 1 recce squadron, 5% fighter squadrons,
fighter Blenheims and other detachments, They also had a heavy
programme of transit airoraft. Conditions at Malta were not
similar to the U,K, where there was an abundance of men, for
example, 2,000 for one station with two bomber squadrans, with
separately recruited airmen for defence, At Malta, all airmen
and soldisers were fully employed on maintenance and worked 12
hours a day and more. All airmen were being trained in musketry,
under arrangements made with the Army four months previously.
Training for cne hour a dey for airmen was quite impossible,

/except
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exsept at the expense of serviceability.

Air Ministry replied that they appreciated that conditions
in Malta were different from those in the United Kingdom and were
pleased to note that the A,0,C, Malta was generally content with
the organisation and training of personnel.

At the Chiefs of Staff Meeting, held an 12 January, it was
decided to ask the C.=in-C., Middle East to send Malta ome light
A.A, Regiment, cne squadron of Valentine tanks and two infantry
battalions. The C.=in-C, Middle East's view was, however, that
he had reached the 'irreducible minimum' in the Middle East in
light A,A, He would be able to spare a squadron of Valentine
tanks, but the infantry brigede could cnly be sent by withdrawing
them from a division,

At the very time when these proposals for the reinforoement
of Malta's land forces were under discussion, a convoy for Malta
was already being loaded at Alexandria, The Covernor of Malta's
omn view was that stores and tanks were much more urgently needed
than reinforcements of personnel and asked that they should be
given priority,

At the Chiefs of Staff Meeting on 5 January which was held
primarily to consider the J,I,C, paper on 'the likelihood, scale
and method of an Axis attack cn Malta', it is surprising to find
that no allusion was made to the needs of the island's fighter
defence, although the main lesson of Crete had been that no enemy
airborme invasion could have succeeded had the defenders managed
40 maintain lpcal air superiority.

The Ttalian Plan for the Invasion of Malta (Operation 'C.3').

The conolusion reached by the Joint Intelligence Sub-
Committee in early January, that 'a combined operation against
Malte would be so difficult that the enemy were unlikely to
attempt it, at least until they had seen that the attempt to
neutralise was likely to succeed' was an accurate assessment
of the situation., As early as 14 Ootober, 1941, General

/Cevallero
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Cavallero, the 'Comando Supremo', had instruoted General Roatta,
the Ftelian Army Commander-in-Chief, to prepare a study om the
invasicn of Malta, under the codename *C,3'. It was not,
however, until three mnths later that this preliminary study was
sent to Cavallero and the first *Comando Supremo' Directive on
the ‘coup de main' Operation 'C.3', for the invasion of Malta, was

A H,B,6 sources. not issued until the following May. By that time, the Luftwaffe
forces assembled on Sicily for the air assamlt on Malta had been
diverted to other tasks, predominantly support for Rommel in
Operation 'Theseus', the offensive in North Africa which was
launched on 26 May, 1942,

Operation 'C,3' is of more then academic interest, as it is
the first plan for the invasim of Malta, using a modern force,
inoluding/an air force. It envisaged a ‘coup de main' for the
surprise occupaticn of Malta, for which the following were
ocnsidered the prerequisites;

(1) Air and sea supremacy in the Central Mediterranean.

(2) Continuous blookade of Malta

(3) Continuocus and heavy bombing attacks, aimed at

the island's defences, without indicating the
area in which the landings were to be attempted.

The ‘coup de main' operation was to be carried out within an
estimated maximum period of ten days, the sequence being:

(a) a sea-borne landing by night on the S.E, coast

(b) Night landings of paratroops to be co-ordinated

with the sea landings, their preliminary objective
being to cocupy the principal airfields.

(c) Air transport of units, as soon as the airfields

hed been captured,

The Plan for the (@) Transport of troops by sea to follow up the initial
Invasion of Malta.

A.H,B,6 Trans. sea landings to counterbalance the effect of any
No. VII/47

possible delay in the use of air transport.
(e) Feint landings by means of M,T.B.s at as many

coastal points as poasible.
/The
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The view of the Ytalian Air Staff was that the capture of
Malta was primarily an air operation and that ground and naval
operations were of a supporting nature., A total force of not
less than 1,000 airoraft would be needed, of which the Italian

Air Force would provide the following:

Pighters 3% Stormi 240 airoraft
Bombers 5 n 140 "
Torpedo~carrisrs 2 Gruppi 30 "
Dive-bombers 1 Gruppe 18 "

Assault aircraft
(Cr. 42s with glider
bombs) 1 " 30 "

Transport aircraft 1 Stormi 120 “
Total 518 u

This force would need to be supported by about 500 aircraft from
Luftflotte 2,

It was considered that night-landings by paratroops were
anly possible by moonlight, because of the need for formation-
flying, the dropping of troops in different zones and for low-level
reccnnaissance with crew well-acquainted with the terrain. The
ideal plan would be to make the sea and air landings almost
gimul taneously, the one during the last hours of darkness and the
other in the first hours of daylight. As the success of the
operation depended largely on the Airborme Divisions, it was
planned to conocentrate the paratroop descents at three points,
These forces would aim at getting possession of the two main
airfields, in co-operation with the troops landed by sea.

The operational tasks of the air force wers divided up as
follows; ~

I Preliminary Phase:

(a) Intense and systematic bombardment of the island.
Dive-bombing and machine-gunning attacks were to
be concentrated on the defence fortifications,

with special emphasis on the .A,A, defences.

/(®)
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Visual and photographic reconnaissance of the

disembarkation gzones

Sea recce over a large area, to ascertain British

naval movements.

I1 QOperational Phase Part 1: Paratroop and naval landing

and the formation of beschheads.

(a) 1Intensified bomber attacks on the points chosen

(b)

(o)

for the landing of paratroops, with a brief

pause prior to the time fixed for the lamndings.

Attacks also to be made on the adjacent areas and

on those chosen for the sea landings., Low-level

attacks to be carried out against the edjacent

gones and any potential source of danger to the

air and sea operations.

Bombardment of the zone N,E, of the Rabat - Zebbug-

Tarshin - Marsa Scala line,

At the same time, the following operations were

to take plaoce:

(1)

(11)

(ii1)

(iv)

Delayed action bombs to be dropped on lines
of communication and approach roads to
important objectives, such as centres of
resistance, forts, pillboxes; etec, so as to
oreate blockages, inflict losses and hinder
the movement of personnel.
Incendiary bombs to be dropped on objectives
vwhere the effect would be greatest.
Feint attacks co-ordinated with the other
operations for the purpose of diverting
defences and to wdermine morale,
Smoke-screen bombs to be dropped to hamper
enemy observations and reaction against the
low-flying airoraft and paratroops.

/(v)
SECRET



(a)

158
SECRET

(v) Feint paratroop landings in areas other than
those ohosen for the actusl sea and air
landings, so as to canfuse the defences as to
the true landing zmes,

In eddition to the above activities, fighter air-

oraft were to carry out attacks on defence ‘

positions, proposed landing areas and airfields and
provide oover for the naval forces, air transport
and bomber formations, and maintain air

superiority.

III Operational Phase Part 2: The main airborme landings

after the airfields had been made serviceable.

(a)

(b)
(@

Offensive aotion on 'active' objeotives, that is
those capable of intervening againsd

against the inveding foroes.

Protection of transport aircraft.

Fighter operations in order to maintain air

superiority.

Operational Phase Part 3: Adr transport of various

supplies (food, munitions, etc.).

During all these operaticnal phases, torpedo-

bombers were to stand by in order to take off at any

moment to engage enemy forces end ships transporting

reinforcements and supplies.

The Italian Operation 'C,3' for the invasion of

¢————Malta was later superseded by the German Operation

¢—————'Hercules' which is disoussed later in the narrative.

The Embry Report ca the Fighter Defence of Malta, January 1942.
(i) The Suggested Re-amming of Malta's Fighter Force.

A8 has already been menticned, the first sign that, faced

with a renewed threet from the Luftwaffe, a realistic attitude

was being taken by Air Ministry over the fighter defence of Malta

came with the visit of Group Captain B,E. Embry to the island

/in
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in January 1942, In spite of pleas from the Middle East that

AH.G.
4.0,C, »in-C. the m:rrioarfiwas inadequate to deal with the superior performance
Malta/TIJ1/183/
160(B) and of the Me, 109F, it was not until the Embry report was received
4/C.A.S, Malta

and Gibraltar that the decision was made by Air Ministry to rearm the Hurricane
Defences, 11J5/74%
/p. HE. squadrons with Spitfires.

In this report, Group Captain Embry pointed out that the
Hurricene II lacked the necessary performance to deal with the
interoeption problem at Melta. If a Hurricans squadron were
sorambled as socn as a warning plot had been received, that is,
when the enemy airoraft had orossed the ocast of Sioily, the
Hurricanes could only reach a height of 15,000 feet by the time
the enemy aircraft had crossed the cocast of Malta. As the
enomy aircraft were usually flying at a haight of 20/25,000 feet,
they had a big advantage over the Hurricanes which found it
impossible to take on the Me, 109s which 'were superior in
performance in every respect to the Hurricanes.,' Comsequently,
the Hurricanes could not take on escorted bombers without grave
risk to thempelves, as top cover could not be provided. In
Group Captain Embry's view, the answer to the problem was for
three Spitfire V Squadrons to be made availsble as soon as
possible, as they climbed to 25,000 feet in 15 to 20 minutes,
enabling them to achieve a height advantage over the Me. 109s.

Group Captain Embry*s final recommendation was that Malta's
fighter force should consist of three Spitfire and two Kittyhawk
asquadrons. As neither of these aireraft was suitable for night
operations, he suggested that one Hurricane squaedron, equipped
with Hurricane II @s (with four 20 m.m, cannon) should be
rotained for use as a Night Fighter ynit.

(11) Training

Group Captain Embry considered that an immediate improvement
in the training of fighter pilots oould be brought about by paying
more attention to air firing, He affirmed that the key to success

/in
SECRET



269
SECRET

in air fighting is ecourate shooting and this oould cnly be
obtained by constant practice in shooting at moving targets in
the air, He recommended that two aircraft should be made
available for drogue-towing and also equipment for clay-pigeon
shooting. )
(1i1) Morele

Group Captain Embry also stated, as has already bsen
mentioned, that although the morale of pilots on Malta was high,
the obsolescent Hurricane IIs were having a certain effect on
pilots, He considered that every possible step should be taken
to make Spitfire Vs and Kittyhawks available with the least delay.

He recommended that/v owing to the constant flying over the
sea and the living under cramped conditions which affected the
outlook of the fighter pilots, personnel should be changed every
8ix months and squadrons changed with the Middle East every two
or three mmths.(Z)

(iv) Operations Room Control

Group Captain Embry ocnsidered that stricter control in the
Operations Room was neoessary, There was far too much talking
which affected good control and there were toco many spectators
present, No-one should be permitted to enter the Operations
Room without the permission of a senior officer or the Semior
Controller.

He observed that the wethod of control was not the same as
was used in Fighter Command. Pilots wsre given a running
oomnentary on what was happening, for exsmple, 'Enemy approaching
from the North East, at such-snd-such a height' or 'Enemy are over
a given point'., Group Captain Embry recommended that pilots

(1) Group Captain Embry did not suggest how slow-moving, unarmed
drogue-towing aireraft could be operated at a time when Malta
was being subjected to daily air attack.

(2) This transfer of fighter squadrons from the Middle East to
Malta and back again would have involved the switching of
soms 18 squadrons, equivalent to the whole strength of the
Desert Air Force,

/should
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should be given definite instructions, for example, 'Enemy in
your vieinity Vector 240 Angels 15,000.' He considered that
pilots had sufficient to think about end that it had been proved
at homs that definite instrustions produced better results.
Moreover, R/T seocurity was compromised, This method of control
had not been possible up to that time on Malta, through the lack
of Pixer Stations, but a third station would be in use within a
fow days.

Although Malta's requirements were somewhat different from
other theatres of war, Group Gaptain Embry declared that he
preferred to see centralised control by cne Controller from ths
Operations Room. He considered that it was better to have all
information passed to a Central Qperations Room and to make ome
man responsible for controlling, He recommended that a really
experienced Controller who would improve the room organisation and
standard of control should be introduced.

(v) BR/% Security,

Group Captain Bnb.ry felt that insufficient consideration had
been given to R/T security, The broadcasting of information to
pilots from the Operations Room, referred to above, could, if
picked up by the enemy and made use of, materijally affect
interceptions, Ho recommended that a wireless security officer
from the Middle East should be sent to Malta to investigate the
matter,

Decision to Send Spitfires to ta, Jan 1942,

The Embry Report had extensive repercussions at Air Ministry.
After discussions between the D/C,A.S,, D,0,0, and D,P,Ops. and
Group Captain Embry, on the latter's return to the United Kingdom,
the general conclusion reached was that the ideal defence of Malta
would be:

5 squadrons of Sbitfires Vs
1 squadron of Hurricana‘GS.
. .
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The Spitfire was chosen in preference to the Kittyhawk, as the
latter aircraft did not have the necessary ceiling to provide
high cover, nor had it the speed of climb necessary for
interception in an island where there was so little defence in
depth, It was agreed that the Hurricane was outclassed by the
Me. 109 and could not be considered for anything save night
defence, for which both the Spitfire and the Kittyhawk were
unsuitable,

If it were found impossible to provide five squadrons of
Spitfires, a proportion of Kittyhawks might be substituted, but
it was agreed that there should be a winimum of three squadrons of
Spitfires in Malte. The Air Garrison would then be;

3 squedrons of Spitfire Vs
2 squadrons of Kittyhawks
1 squadron of Hurricane II Cs.

The practical implications involved by such radical changes
in the fighter defence of Malta were considerable, They entailed:

(a) The transport to Malta of about 550 men for the

additional squadrons, with the addition of some
50 expert personnel for the squadrons which were
to be re-equipped.

(b) The replacement of stocks of Hurricane spares with

Kittyhawk and Spitfire spares.

(o) The provision of spare Spitfire and Kittyhawk

engines from the Middle East.

It was pointed out by the D/C.A.S, that it was unlikely
that there would l;e any Spitfire spares in the Middle East, until
the end of April, 19%42. If Malta were re-equipped with the new
types, the island's fighter defence would be dependent on an
extrawely hazardous supply line, Moreover, a series of technical
failures might immobilise the greater part of the island's
defence., A wiser course would be to infiltrate Spitfires into
the island, superimposing them on the units over and above the

/Burricane
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Hurricane equipment, which should be maintained until the new
types had been proved satisfactory.

X1 ggree s the C,A.S. wrote to the D/C.A.S,

6 Pobruary, #but we must gemble with the Spitfire being

a success i.e, we must lose no opportunity of stooking

Malta with the men end material that would be required

if the Spitfire proved sucoessful immediately. Please

be sure that all concerned realise the importance of

this.”

It is surprising that it should have been thought necessary
to advocate such a cautious policy, as late as February, 1942,
with a well-tried aircraft like the Spitfire. Having reached a
decision to introduce the Spitfire into Malte, the basic problem -
was how to get them there in sufficient numbers.

Enemy Air Operations t Malta Jan 1942,

In the meantime, the enemy's plan to neutralise Malte by
air attack was beginning to get into its stride, According to
Kesselring, the order given to Luftflotte 2 for the air assault
on Malta were:

(1) Eliminate the British fighters by a surprise attack or,
at least, reduce them to such an extent that they could
no longer be a serious menace to subsequent bomber raids.

(2) British fighters were to be engaged in the air ard the
three airfields were to be attacked in order to ground
all aircraft by destroying or damaging the airoraft and
making the airfields at least temporarily umserviceable.

(3) Anti-aircraft defences were to be neutralised,

(&) Subsequent bomber attacks were to:

(a) Augment the effect of the earlier attacks on the
a:lrfielc-ls and ground staffs until these were
finally eliminated.

(b) Make the dispersal areas and shelters an the
airfields unusable.

(c) Destroy the harbour installaticns, including as
far as possible shipping, but at the seme time
sparing all municipal installations.

/(a)
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(d) fThe daylight attacks were to be carried out
uninterruptedly end in such great concentration,
with such strong fighter cover, that the British
fighters would be kept away from the bomber forces
and pursued until they had been finally wiped out.

(e) At night-time, continuous nuisance raids by

single airoraft were to impede clearance and

repair work,

were to destroy the few British supply ships

In addition, in due course, they

entering the port, by dive-bombing attacks and
by dropping mines in the harbour entrance.
During the month of Janvary 1942, attacks by enemy airoraft

on Malta caused 258 alerts, 157 by day and 101 by night.
According to R,A P, estimates 1160 enemy airoraft were involved
in these attacks and actually crossed the coast of Malta, 990 by
day and 170 by night. The enemy figure for the number of sorties
flown against the island was 1973. ! The largest number of enemy
aircraft to attack Malta was 114, on 4 January, but the most
destrustive series of raids wes on 19 January when a totel of
The primary objective
Out of 64 daylight bombing raids, 36 were

93 enemy airoraft attacked the island,
was the airfields,
against airfields, At night, bombs were dropped on land during
54 raids and there were 17 attacks on airfields,

At the beginning of the month, Luga was the main target, but
towards the end of January, the mejority of ths attacks l:s:ﬁm
switched to Hal Far. This was in accordance with the enemy plan
to neutralise the island's fighter defence.

The average proportion of fighters to bombers in these raids
vwas three to one, although at times it was as high as seven or

nine to one. In ten raids, thirty or more aircraft took part

(1) Comprising 591 bomber, 1,145 fighter and 237 recce sorties.
/and
SECRET



nS

SECRET

and the heaviest, by over 70 aircraft was on a convoy. A

A.A H,Q, Med, feature of these January attacks was the number of raiders which
O.R.B,  IIM/A17/1.

41#. G/

appeared off the island, both by day and night, and, without
pressing home their attacks against their objectives, dropped
their bombs in the sea., Somstimes, out of five alerts, as many
as four would prove abortive in this way.

In spite of the reluctance of many enemy pilots to cross the
coast, due in large measure to the lethal appearance of the A.A,
barrage as they approached the island, when attacks were pressed
home, they were very destructive. The damage to airfield
buildings and the airfields themselves was extensive and a
considerable number of aircraft were destroyed or damaged on the
ground, Out of a total of 6 airoraft destroyed and 54 damaged,
two of the destroyed aircraft and 42 of the damaged cnes were
Hurricenes. As the island's strength in Hurricanes vas in the
region of 80 at this time, it follows that about one half of Malta®s
Hal Far and fighter foroe suffered in this way in a single month, the

Ta Kali O,R,Bs.
majority (6 destroyed and 38 damaged) being at Hal Far,

R.AF, Fighter Aotivity January, 1942

The adverse weather conditions of December, 1941 were
continued into the New Year., Owing to the heavy rains and the
bombing, the fighter airfields were unserviceable for days at a
time, as airoraft were unable to take off from the waterlogged
surfaces., The bombing attacks which left behind extensive
oretering of the runway and dispersal areas also affected
servioceability of airoraft to such an extent that, at times, all
fighters were grounded.

After initial difficulties with the Army authorities on the
island, mainly concemed with a polioy decision as to whether the
soldiers should be used for work on the maintenance of airfields,

4,H,Q. Med. at the expense of military training, a very high level of oco-
OB operation was obtained and !invaluable assistance'! was rendered
by the provision of as many as 2,500 men for work an the airfields.
'We would long have been out of business', the A,0,C, Malta wrote,
/*hed

SECRET



A 4.8

A6
SECRET

'had it not been for the Army'. It was almost impossible to

get a civilian labour force for work on the airfields at this
time. Civilian contractors engaged on building deep shelters
for the population were able to outbid the Services with inflated

vwages. There was no system of conscription of labour and, as a

cansequence, nearly all the work on the airfields was being done

DO File IIJ5/113/ by Service personnel, he—

9/5.

Malta O,R,B,

omuple—ef—geoa—d-ieoé,pumj The shortage of petrol was so acute
that all R,A.F, perscmnel living within three miles of their
station had to walk to work, This caused not anly hardship to
the men, in the inclement wsather, but wasted many valuable man-
hours., 1In spite of these difficulties, however, the existing
dispersal tracks were gradually being improved and sdditional cmes,
together with new taxy-ing tracks, were being constructed, so that
aircraft could be handled much more easily.

In the course of air combat during the month of January,
the R.A,F, o Malta claimed 1 Ju, 88 shot down for the loss of
8 Hurricenes (5 pilots safe). A further 3 Ju., 88s and 2 Me. 109s
were olaimed by A,A.

The actual operational losses by the Luftwaffe units, based
on Sicily, during Jenuary amounted to 23 airoraft (13 Ju. 88s,
9 Me. 109Fs and 1 Me. 110). Of these, 7 airoraft (5 Ju. 88s,
1 Me. 109P and 1 Me. 110) were lost over Malta. Two Ju., 883 end
1 Me. 109 were shot down by fighters ( 1 Ju. 88 by night-fighter),
2 Ju, €8s and 1 Me. 109 were lost "due to causes unknown" and
1 Ju. 88 was noted as having been probably shot down by A.A,
gunfire, The balance were annotated as 'mot due to enemy action'
or, in one case, 'probably shot down by ocwn fighters.,® The
losses sustained by the Italians over Malta are not knowm,

A serious incident occurred cn 25 January when 7 Hurricanes
were shot down for 'no claims', At 10,25 hours, in fine weatlhier

/with
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with high, 2/10 cloud and visibility exterding for 10 - 15 miles,
22 Hurricanes were scrambled, 7 of No. 185 Squadron, 6 of No., 242
Squadren, 5 of No. 126 Squadron and 4 of No. 249 Squadron. Three
of the Hurricanes returmed early due to mechenical trouble and an
attempt was made to vector the remainder on to enemy airoraft,
when they were jumped by Me. 1093 and seven of the Hurricanes
were shot down. Four of the pilots baled out (2 of No. 126,

1 of No, 242 and 1 of No, 185 Squadrmms), two belly-landed

(1 of No. 126 and 1 of No. 242 Squadren) and one Hurricane was
shot down into the sea and the pilot was killed, This engagement
was a severe blow to Malta's fighter defence, as in it they lost
approximately one guarter of their serviceable fighter aircraft,
Anti-Shipping Strikes Jenuary 19L2.

A ocombination of adverse circumstances caused a severe drop
in the number of shipping strikes which it was possible to make
from Malta, in the New Year, The glxt{cmq weather with
torrential rain, high wind and severe electrical storms continued
until well into February., The water-logging of the fighter
airfields forced the A4,0.C, to divert the fighters to Luga, the
only all-weather airfield, which in tum became over-crowded,
thus affecting operations, The bombers themselves were
frequently bogged down at their dispersal points and the strong
cross-winds at times prevented them from taking off,

Any deterioration in weather conditions meant that all
bombers had to be recalled to their bases, and as it was
impossible to obtain weather forecasts for more than six hours
in edvance, sorties had to be limited to this duration., The
airfields were constantly in need of repair, due to the
extensive bombing, and for this there was inadequate equipment,
labour and transport., The pressure of operations, together with
the bombing reduced serviceability and by the end of the month,
the serious decisicn was taken to transfer all Wellingtans from
Melta to the Middle East,

/The
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The Royal Air Foroe cn Malta did not sink any ememy ships
during January. The month's totals were:

Navy Air Total
8 ships 22,036 2 ships 18,839 40,875 tons
The enemy shipping losses from air attack, during Jeanuary 1942,

were;
Date Ship Flag Tonnage Position & Remarks
Jan., 7 Perla Italian 5,741 tons By F,A.A. Retuming
from Tripoli.
36.26N 11.42E.
R.B.E ad
23 Victoria " 13,098 By;F.A.A,  33.30N
and 17.40E.

In January, the enemy were making great efforts to transport
supplies to North Africa for the support of Rommel's offensive
which began on 21 January. 1In addition to the air attacks an
Malta, with the primary object of neutralising that island as a
base for offensive naval and air operations, the enemy consider-
ably strengthened the naval escort to convoys and twice during
the month convoys set forth with heavy forces to support them,

The first of these enemy fleet movements took place early
in Jenuary, when a reconnaissance aircraft from Malta sighted
one battleship, three cruisers and eight destroyers, at 17.50
hours on 4 Jenuary, between Sicily and Greece., As a result,
submarines were posted to intercept the enemy fleet and the
Inique scored a possible hit on a battleship., At 11.35 hours
on the same day, a reconnaissance airoraft over Tripoli saw a
convoy of 9 large M/Vs of between 8/10,000 tons entering the
harbour, escorted by destroyers. In support of this large
canvoy, the enemy made a series of three heavy raids, comprising
116 airoraft, on Malta airfields, mainly Iuqa, and a further
17 aireraft carried out attacks during the night 4/5 Jenuary,
Unfortunately, in addition to this heavy bombing, weather was
bad and the offensive air effort from Melta was concentrated on
the bombing of Castel Vetrano airfield,in Sicily., This was an

/Italian
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Italian-ocoupied airfield which was of insignificant importange
compared with the convoy which was missed entirely., Undoubtedly it
was the safe arrival of this convoy which mede possible Rommel's
drive from Marsa Brega, on 21 January, which was to alter the whole
strategic position in the Mediterransean,

The first of the suacessful shipping strikes by Malta-based
airoraft occurred on the night 6/7 Januery, when an Albacore of
No. 828 Squadron F.A.4., torpedoed and sank the 5,741-ton Italian ship
Perla, some 45 miles to the north-west of Muriat Island, The Perle
was unfortunately unladen at the time and on the return journey to
Tripoli.

On 24 Jenuary, Count Cisno noted in his diary that the "Viotoria
the pearl of our merchant fleet" had been sunk, The motor liner

Viotoria (13,098 tons) left Taranto at 17-00 hours on 22 January

escorted by the battleship Duilio and four destroyera. She hed
1,455 troops on board, She was first sighted by a Special Wellington
from Malta in the early hours of 23 January, In the course of a
special search of the south Ionian Sea, a Maryland of No. 69 Squadron
(Sergeants MaDonsld, Hall and Cameron) located the Vigtoria, in
company with three other merchant vessels and a strong naval escort.
As a result of these sightings, a series of attacks were mede on the
gonvoy throughout 23 Januaery by aireraft from Malta and also
Cyrenaica, where a force of Blenhe.ims from Nos, 11, 14 and 55
Squadrons, Albacores from No, 826 Squadron and three Beauforts of
No. 39 Squadron were asseabled at Beroa Setellite (Benghazi), which
had been recently captured by the Eighth Army. The Beauforts of
No. 39 Squadron attacked at 17.30 hours. It was described in the
Squadron War Diary as the "baptism of the Squadron to torpedo attack",
end was surprisingly successful,

According to the enemy report the Aosta sighted hostile eiroraft
at 17+25 hours, Intense anti-aircreft gunfire from all ships forced
the aircraft to launch their torpedoes "at a great distence" but No. 39

Squadron say "1,500 yards", Shortly afterwards the destroyer Vivaldi

/ saw
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saw two torpedo tracks and ordered the convoy to turn 90° to starboard,

Vhile this manosuvre was being completed, the Vistoria sustained a

torpedo hit in the starboard quarter, It was about this time that
* Swordfish of No, 830 Fleet Air Amm Squadron fram Malta mede their
" unsuccessful attack on the convoy and returnsd to base to refuel and
attack again later,

In the meantime, Albacores of No, 826 Squadron fram Cyrenaica
attacked about 18,40 hours and reported a hit on the Victoria, In

point of fact, the Albacores scored two more hits and the Viotoria sank

30 minutes later, The acoampanying destroyers managed to rescue many
survivors but 391 of those on board were lost, The sinking of this
important merchant vessel, one of the ﬁéﬁaﬁm sunk in the Mediterranean
during the war,was thus shared between No, 39 Squadron Beauforts and
Albacores of No, 826 Squaixjn Fleet Air Am,

More attacks were “?Am;ed on the convoy by Wellingtons of No, 156
Squadron and Fleet Air Am Swordfish of No, 830 Squadron from Malta
which launched their second attack at 01,35 hours.on 2k Jamuary. The
Wellingtons were unsuccessful but the Swordfish claimed two torpedo.hits

on the Victoria, 4As a result of this attack Lieut,-Commander Hopkins,

C.0, of No, 830 Squadron Fleet Air Amm, was strangly commended by the
C,=in-C, Mediterranean for taking on the search in very bed weather, low
cloud and rain and outside the safe endurance of his aircraft, He was
ewarded the D,S,0, It is now known, however, from enemy documents that
the Victoria had already foundered several hours before this attack was
launched, the confusion being undoubtedly due to the conditions of very
bad visibility ruling at the time, No other enemy ship was reported

as having been sunk out of this convoy, but there is always the likeli-
hood that one of them was hit and severely damaged as a result of the

Fleet Air Amm attack,
/A third
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A thind ship, the Giovanni Battista of 5,628 tons which was not
claimed as a 'sinking' was sericusly dsmaged on 30 January, in the
course of an attack by four Fleet Air Am Swordfish, fram Malta, The
convoy, which had been located by a Special Wellington, was taken by
surprise and two hits with torpedoes were registered, When last seen,

the Giovanni Battista was stationary, listing to starboard and down by

the stern, with smoke issuing fran below decks, She was eventually
beached two miles to the west of Ras Jajura, After a chequered career,
during which she wes used as a blockship at Tripoli by the Gexmns,

she was aalvaged by the British ard made a prize,

Other Offensive Air Operatiops from Malta

The bad weather, overorowding of airfields and the enemy air
attacks, which had seversly curtailed Malta's shipping strikes
so that, according to a German report, their ships were 'able to
proceed, on the west route, along the Tunisian coast, almost without
interference', also had a sericus effect on all other offensive air
operations fram Malta, Wellingtons of No, 40 Squadron carried cut
a total of 26 oéera.tions involving 112 sorties, during the month,
in the course of which 152 tons of bombs were dropped. The enemy's
main North African supply port of Tripoli was attacked 15 times, Catania
in Sigily four times and Castel Vetrano, Comiso and Naples once each, On
two occasions, very large fires were started at Tripoli, in the M. T.
Depot, and petrol stores near by blazed furiocusly. Photographs
confirmed that many buildings were destroyed, including part of the

Governmnent Offices, In the harbour, a small naval vessel

/wes
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was set on fire and claims were made of hits on four other
vessels, including a 13,000 ton ship, During the night

26/27 January, Wellingtons bombed the airfield at Comiso, where
buildings were hit and violent explosions were caused on the
runways. In the course of a raid by Wellingtons on Neples, on
the night 2/3 January, many fires were started near the airframe
factory and the railway station,

Blenheims of Nos., 18, 21 and 107 Squadrons carried out
seven operations ageinst shipping, together with eight low-level
attecks against enemy roed transport in the neighbourhood of
Boms, Zliten and Misurata. The attacks mede on the Italian-
occupied airfield at Castel Vetrano has already been menticmed.
This airfield was crowded with enemy transport aircraft when
Blenheims made a low-level attack on 4 Jamuary, That night,
Wellingtons repeated the attack and, in addition to aircraft,

a petrol dump was set onfire. Photographic reconnaissance
later showed that fourteen aircraft had been destroyed and the
Italiens admitted that the raids were very destructive ones and

' Memo on the Malta that many of their alrcraft were destroyed. Unfortunately,
Situation, A,H,B,

6 Trans. No,

vII/517.

there is no evidence that any German aireraft were included.
The arrival of Luftflotte 2 an Sicily had orowded the Italians
into four bases at Vetrano, Palermo, Sciacca and Chinisia, but
the Italians were taking no very active part in the air
operations against Malta, at this date,
The Jan convoys to Malta (Convo: erations M.F, 2, 3 and 4).
In Jenuary 1942, there were three canvoy operations to pass
supply ships into Valetta harbour and bring empty ones out. All
were on a small scale, Between 5 and 8 January, the convoy
Operation M,F,2 was carried out to pass the Glengyle in to Malta
end bring the Breconshire out and this passed without incident,
probably due to the fact that the weather was very bad and the
enemy had been preococupied a little earlier in passing their own
convoy through to Tripoli.

/Operation M,F,
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Operation M.F, 3 comprised two convoys, the M,W, 8 A,
consisting of the S,S, Ajax and Thermopylae and the M.W. 8 B
with the 8.8, Clan Ferguson and City of Calcutte both of whioh

The War at Sea  left Alexandria on 16 January. The next morning one of the
vol. 1. escorting destroyers, the Ghurka, was torpedoed and sunk by
U.133. The Dutch destroyer Isasc Sweers very gallantly towed
the Ghurka clear of burning oil fuel and so managed to save
nearly all her orew. On 19 January, the S,3, Thermopylae,
which had developed engine trouble and was an her way back to
Alexandria, was attacked by enemy airoraft when south of Crete,
H,Q, Middle East at a time when she was out of renge of R,A,F, fighters. 1In
.e.fz.a/'ggg’;%;ﬂ these attecks, the Thermopylae was set on fire and, as she was
carrying of ammunition, she had to be sunk, the Havoo resouing
350 of her passengers and crew,
In the meantime, the main convoy was covered by protective
patrols of Hurricanes of No. 1 Squadron S,A.A,F. and
Beaufighters of Nos, 252 and 272 Squadrons, operating from
North Africa, and they managed effectively to hold off enemy
air attacks, Throughout the morning of 19 January, Malta-
! based Hurricanes maintained continuous protective patrols over
the convoy which arrived safely at Grand Harbour, with 24,000
Daily Int. tons of stores, sarly in the afternoon, The enemy then attacked
S with a powerful force of 72 aircraft, the attacks continuing
| without respite for over two hours, It was the most
concentrated series of attacks so far experienced during this
second German air offensive. Bombing was extensive and 12
oivilians and one airman were killed and 26 civilians and two
airmen injured, However, the Hurricanes managed to protect the
convoy effectively and the ememy lost 2 Ju, 88s (one annotated
'probably shot down by own fighters!),
The third operation of this nature, lnown as M,F.4, began
on 24 January the object being to pass in to Malta the
Breconshirs, with fuel end stores and the destroyer Kingston for
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repairs and to bring out the Glengyle and Rowallan Castle,
The enemy again launched very heavy attacks, with a total of
140 aircraft,over the two days during which the operation laste ,

N

2, and 25 January, It was on 25 January that seven Hurricanes
were shot down by the enemy, without loss to themselves, 1In
spite of the concentrated attacks on Malta and the fact that no
fighter cover could be provided from Cyrenaica, owing to the
military situation there, Operation M,F, L was successfuly
completed,
The Panger Army's Improved Supply Position

The steady deterioration in the British air and naval
oontrol of the Central Mediterranean, which ocourred during the
early part of 1942, is revealed by the fact that, in January,
only these three small British convoys (six ships in all, one
of which was sunk) sailed for Malta. On the other hand, the
enemy were able to run two convoys, consisting of 10 large
merchantmen, direct to Tripoli, while on the west route single
supply ships were able to proceed along the Tunisian coast
almost without interference. The immediate rosult was a
spectacular improvement in the Panger Army's supply position,
Over three times as much tonnage reached North Africa in
January as in the preceding month (59,000 gross tons compered
with 18,000 tens),

Malta's weakness was immediately reflected in the military

situation in North &Africa. The improved supply position of

I

the Panzer Army and the Wway in which the Eighth Amy wes dispersed

over Cyrenaica decided Rommel to exploit the situation and so
anticipate a British offensive, (m 21 January, he launched his
'reconnaissance in force! eastwards from Marsa Brega, Caught
at a moment of weakmess, the Eighth Amy were forced to withdraw
rapidly in order %o avoid encirclement. Benghazi fell to the
enemy forces on 28 January and by 4 February Rommel's
/spectacular
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spectacular advance had been brought to a halt at Gazala,
slightly to the west of Tobruk.

In spite of the success of this offensive, it is
questionable whether Rommel was wise in yielding to his own
flair for opportunist tactics., After the long retreat and the
intensive operations of the *'Cruseder' offensive, the Panzer
Amy was in no position to sustain a major offensive, and
nothing else ooculd finally decide the issue in North Africa.
Luftflotte 2's alr offensive against Malta was just beginning
to get into its stride, and although the enemy supply position
had much improved, insufficient time had been allowed for really
adequate atockg to be built up in North Africa. The capture
of Tobruk was m, but along with it went hundreds of miles
of degert which lengthened the enemy's lines of commmication,

vhile the Eighth Army's § fevesi-ep=againg ¥ % had been

correspondingly shortened, Valuable air bases for the
protection of Malta-bound convoys from the east had certainly
af & MuSf o Al EphB Cheys ‘Cayedsy’ fle-rive,

been won,  But it was soon to be seen that, once Malta's own
air defences had been beaten down, there remained little chance
of safeguarding the ships on the last stages of their journey
or, indeed, even when they had successfully berthed in Valetta
harbour,

The Enemy Air Offensive against Malta Continued,

In February, 1942, the Royal Air Force on Malta recorded
1,580 enemy aircraft on offensive sorties over the island, 900
less than the official German figure.(1) This was a rise of 25%
over the preceding month,

There were 235 alerts, in which 222 bombing attacks were
made against airfields which bore by far the heaviest
proportion of the attecks, The airfield at Luga and Luga

dispersal area at Safi were attacked 142 times, Ta Xali 37,

(1) The official German figures for the sorties flown against
Malta during February 1942 were 568 bomber sorties, 1,606
fighter and 323 reocce,

/Hel Far
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Hal Far 23 and the Krendi strip 'Q' site 20 times., Improved
measures for the dispersal and protection of aircraft showed
good results and comparatively few airoraft casualties were
sustained on the ground, Among service e rscnnel, there were
17 killed and 57 injured, most of them on airfields, while among
the 90 civilians killed and 223 injured the majority were in
villages adjecent to the airfields.

Apart from widespread cratering of runways, there was
extensive damage to buildings on the airfields, At Ta Kali,
for instance, a heavy raid on 4 Februaery, in which landmines

were used, wrecked the Headquarters, the M,T, Section and billet,

the Equipment and Parachute Sections and the Accounts Office.

A8 a result, the evacuation of Headquarters and other buildings
was ordered and a move made to a dispersed site, (On 9 February,
the Sick Quarters and Photo Section were wrecked and four were
killed and others badly injured, including the Unit Mediocal
Officer and Sergeant. On 13 February, transport vehicles were
deatroyed, barrack blocks damaged and a number of airmen
injured. The next day, the Photo Section, the Equipment Secticn
and the Guard Room were bombed and three lorries destroyed.
Following these heavy raids came violent elestric storms with
torrential rain, All living conditions were described as
'deplorable’ with living accommodation, which had suffered
severely from the bombing, wet and 13&;334 At the seme tims,
the airfield became completely unserviceable, while working
cenditions for the maintenance of airoraft became almost
impossible. On 22 February, the precious steam-roller was
damaged, together with the fire-fighting equipment. On the
next day, in the course of intensive bombing attacks which
laested throughout the day, widespread demage was done to vehicles
and other equipment. On 2 February, there was further demage
/to
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to buildings and one airmen was killed and two others injured.

An innovation by the enemy was a daily patrol of two to
six Me. 109s which patrolled the approaches to the islamd in
order to intercept reconnaissance and transit airoraft.
Altogether 15 transit airoraft were lost during the month
(8 Wellingtons, 6 Beaufighters and 1 Albacore). On 6 February,
3 Blenheims of No., 21 Squadron which had been on a mission
to atteck shipping at Buerat, were intercepted in this way by
Me. 1098 which were lying in wait for them and all three were
shot down with the loss of all their crews.

Furthermore, the enemy aircraft systematically attacked
all Air Sea Resocue oraft they could locate, making the rescue
of air orews in the sea very hazardous, In the course of
an attack on an Air Sea Rescue launch on 5 February, two of the
crew were killed and six wounded. As a result, fighter escort
were provided for the Air Sea Rescue launches, as far as
possible, but the steady decrease in fighter serviceability,
the shortaege of spares and maintenance facilities made it very
difficult to counter these taotics.

Continued bad weather during the month again had an adverse
effect on operations. The month's rainfall amounted to 5%
inches, twice what is normal for the time of the year. Iuqa
was frequently the only airfield from which aircraft could be
operated, and even there dispersal areas were 'a sea of mud',
Both Hal Far and Ta Kali, which had no all-weather tracks, were
watorlogged for days on end and, as has already been msntioned,
living conditions in the leaky barrack blocks and working
conditions on the cratered, saturated airfields were quite
appalling,

The abnormal rainfall, together with the constant air
raids - on some days alerts lasted from dawn to dusk and then

continued throughout the greater part of the night - and the
/shortage
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shortage of civilian labour reduced the work that could be done
on the runways, dispersal areas and hardcore standings to a
very grave extent. As soon as an alert went, 'buses had to be
provided to take the civilian labour to the rock shelters,
wasting a high proportion of working houfs and making progress
extremely slow, However, this was wﬂjms!t‘to some extent by
the help given by the Army who loaned squeds of men, together
with their own transport and drivers, and the work of the R,A.F.,
all ranks working hard helping to fill in bombecraters. The
help given by the Army to the R,A.F., in the maintenance of
airfields, was invaluable and became increasingly important as
the enemy air attacks on the island's air bases h:::n i
intensified.

Fighter Operations February, 1942,

In February 1942, five fighter squadrons were operating
from Malta. They were the pqrmenently established sguadrons
Nos. 126, 185 and 24,9, together with Nos. 605 and 242 squadrons
whioh, without ground staff, were operating on a lodger basis.
When the fighter airfields of Hal Far and Ta Xali becams
unserviceable, due to the heavy rain and the bombing, the
fighters were operated from Luga. On occasion, however,
the fighter squadrons had to stand down because of the water-
logged condition of the airfields and the damaged runways. The
fighter defence of Malta still depended wholly on the Hurricane,
of which there were 87 on the island and 27 of them serviceable,
on 13 February, Furthermore, as nearly all the cannon
Hurricanes were reserved for the Night Fighter Unit, the
fighter defence of Malta by day depended almost entirely on
Hurricenes carrying maohi.n%ims.

On 8 February, the A,0,C, Malta wrote to the Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,

/Last
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Last four days in clear sky 109s have come out

like summer flies making great nuisance....

There is an abundance of enemy., They fly round
island at various heights., If attacked low down,
speed is such that Hurricene has no chence of
killing. They interfere with reconnaissance and

in view of high cover and number Hurricenes are
invariably jumped when covering incoming and outgoing
aircraft, Hurricanes always ouinumbered by aircraft
of superior performasnce. Am most anxious about
daylight delivery under these conditions and should
it coincide with main enemy sweep, little chance of
protection.... Protection of incoming convoys also
very difficult, as our fighters would be engaged by
superior numbers while Ju., 88s bomb at will....

Ju, 88 great nuisance by dey as owing to escort
difficult to kill them, except at great risk of loss,

This was one of a series of signals from the A,0,0, Malte in
which he described graphicaslly the progress of the enemy air
assault on the island., On 23 February, he wrote to H,Q, Middle
East;

The day 22 February clearly showed inadequacy of our
Fighter Force here, Continuous alerts. Attacks on

our acrodromes all day. Apart from material damege

to buildings, aircraft, aerodromes and runways which

is very serious, loss of working time very grave.

Loading of mines on to 37 Squadron aircraft, for example, hed
not been completed by nightfall. It also largely accounts
for bad serviceability among fighters and reconnaissance
airoraft, I could only get ane reconnaissance aircraft
off all day.... Our few fighters did gallant work, but
pace and numbers too hot for them, also when they did get
in machine-gun fire they did not kill, Enemy fighters in
great numbers and in pairs were sweeping round Island so
that in eddition to attacking bombers, Hurricanes had to
escort out and in reconnaissance aircraft, Sea rescue
unable to rescue pilot shot down close to Island owing

to impossibility of providing adequate cover for high
speed launch, Number of bombers to fighters in each
attack very few, bombers seldom exceeding four. Some
bombers and fighters had Desert camouflage. All attacks
well-escorted, together with high cover, Am confident

if we could shoot down a score this daylight nonsense
would cease. To do this must have Hurricanes with
cannons, as it is very distressing to our pilots to see
bombers go off carrying so much lead, Must have Spitfires
in adequate numbers for high cover,

The R,A.F. claimed 2 Ju. 88s and 7 Me, 109s shot down for
the loss of 7 of their own Hurricanes in combat, only one pilot

being saved. Enemy records of operational losses show that the

Luftwaffe lost 33 Sicily-based aircraft, 15 of them Ju. 88s,

15 Me, 109s, 2 Me 110s and 1 He. 111, Of these airoraft 12 were

/lost
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lost over Malta, 6 of them Ju, 88s, 4 Me. 109s and 2 Ju. 87s.
Owing to the conditions of the fighting over Malta, anly rarely
were the enemy able to be specific about the actual cause of the
loss, whether from A,A, gunfire or fighters, Italian losses
for this period are not known,

The Pilot Situation at Malta February 1942

On 6 February, the A,0,C, Malta sent a signal direct to
Air Ministry complaining that he had not received a single pilot

to replace casualties since his arrival at Malta the previous

May, Other than the pilots of Nos. 242 and 605 Squadrons,
all the pilots (98 in all) had been on Malta for 8 or 9 menths
and they were stale., He asked for 30 fully-experienced pilots
to be sent by flying-boat,

No copy of this message was sent to the A,0,C,-in-C,
Middle East who was justifiably nettled when he received a
signal from the C,4,S, urging him "to make supreme effort to
keep Malta fresh, anticipate their wants and press us to provide
them," In reply, it was stated that Air Marshal Drummond, the
Deputy Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief had himself enquired
into the state of Malta's fighter pilots when visiting the
island a short time previously and had been assured by the
4.0.C, Malta that the position was "satisfactory", At the end
of Sept. 1941, there had been 100 pilots to operate 3 squadrons,
and since that date 34 pilots of Nos., 242 and 605 Squadroms
hed arrived., It would be possible to supply Malta with relief
pilots from the Middle East, but it was naturally difficult
to spare experienced pilots from the Westem Desert who were not
operationally tired. The A,0,C.-in-C, Middle East urged that
Malta should be placed under Middle East Command for all

/administration
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administration, "Although I heve already insisted that
Lloyd sends me certain administrative returns and rep;:ts "
the message concluded, "it is difficult to keep fully in the
piocture unless all administration is dones from here,®

On 19 February, Air Ministry sent a signal in which it
which it was agreed that “responsibility for administration
as well as for operational control of Malta should be with
the Middle East.® Finally, the 4,0.,C. Malta was informed by
D/C.A.S. that fifteen pilots would be sent by flying-boat
and a further fiftesn when another flying boat was availaeble,
‘% am ensuring,® the message concluded, "with C,-in-C.

Pighter Command that they are really a choice lot of pilots.™
Offensive Operations by Wellingtons and Prensfer of No. 40

Squedron to the Middle East.

In spite of the constant bombing, the bad weather and
the maintenance difficulties, Wellingtons still managed to
operate from Malta throughout the month. Altogether 21
cperationa were carried out, involving a total of 96 sorties.
The primary target still continued to be Tripoli which was
attacked ten times, A total of 6} tons of H.E. and 870
incendiaries was dropped, Damage was done to harbour
installations there, to the M,T, dspot and a 2,000~-ton ship
was claimed as sunk, Fhis claim was not confirmed by
ensmy documents. Gorman-occupied airfields at Catania were
attacked four times and 17 tons of H,E, and 1080 incendiaries
were dropped, fires being started among dispersed aircraft
and airfield buildings, ‘Pwo other attacks were on the
airfield at Gerbini, where 3} tons of H,E. and 610 incendi-
aries were dropped, with olaims of fires emong dispersed
aircraft, There was a single heavy attack on Naples where
damage was done to marshalling yards and the docks, Attecks
wers also carried ocut by the Wellingtons on Syracuse,

Palermo, Sirte and Gomiso.
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On 15# February, the Wellingtons of Ho. 40 Squadren
left for the Middle East, being replaced by No. 37 Squadron
which arrived at Malta from the Middle East on 22Wd February.

Tn February, the A,0,C, Malta was informed by S.4,8.0.
Middle East, on 12* February, that the agreed number of
A.S.V. Wellingtons that Malta was permitted to hold was four,
whereas they held six. He also understood that Malta had
two spare crews., "A.S,V, Wellingtons also urgentlf required
this end,” and, he added tartly, “you are not repeat not to
retain Malta more than agreed four or interfere flow of
reinforcements from England without prior reference here,®

H.Q. Middle Bast were assured by the 4.0.C. Malta that
he only held 5 A,S.V, Wellingtons, of which 3 were unservice-
able, One Wellington would be forwarded to Middle East
when it had been made serviceable, As for the crew, he had
anly four and, with the long, arduous flights of never less
than 7 hours, he could not do with less.

#Regret exceedingly,” he ccncluded, Mthat we have such
an unenviable reputation for sticky fingers.*

Night-Flying Training of Wellington Crews in the UK.
&t muoh the same time as this correspmndence was going

on, the A,0,C.-in=G, Middle East was informed by the D/C.A.S.
that the additional training for Wellington crews, including
long cross=country flights to enable them to make the long
£light from Gibraltar to Malta was costing 40 Wellingtons
written off or seriously damaged for every 100 received
safely in the Middle East, He felt that even if the risk
of interception between Gibraltar and Malta became appre-
ciable, some losses in that way could bo accepted if the
night-flying training casualties were thereby reduced. Ho
asked whether, in order to reduce the overall casualties in
the U.,K., the whole flight from Gibralter to Malta might be
undertaken in daylight and whether Middle Bast would be

willing to accept orews with slightly less experience of

night-flying.
The
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The view of the A,0,C, Malta was that it would be unwise
to accept any lower standard of training in night-flights to
Malta owing to the increased risk of damage to the aircraft and
the tremendous difficulty in repairing them with such limited
facilities and maintenance crews, He was prepared to accept
day deliveries from Gibraltar provided that the aircraft flew
in formationiof not less than 6 aircraft and at less then
500 feet from the vicinity of Caps Bon, (1)

Air Marshal Drummond's view, expressed in a signal to the
D./C.A.S., on 18#h Pebruary, was that it would be shortsighted
to adopt a policy which might 1imit the passage of aircraft
through Malta, He considered the arrival of airoraft at Malta,
in full daylight, out of the question. He oconsidered that the
safest procedure would be for the aircraft to arrive in the
vicinity of Malta, by night, and land at first light, when
enemy night-intruder airoraft had left. He suggested that the
Wellingtons should m'(from Gibraltar to Capes Eon by daylight
end finish the remainder of the journey by night. Crews would
then be required to navigate some 200 miles over sea, by night.

He did not feel that it would be practicable to accept a
much lower standard of night~flying training, as to do so would
mean more damaged aircreft in Malta and the Middle East, where
repair measures were very much more limited than in the United
Kingdom, His omn impression was that, provided that the pilot
received thorough training in taeking off and landing at night,
it should not be necessary for him to engage in numerous leng
ocross-country training flights, assuming, of course, that both
navigator and wireless operator were fully qualified,

/After

(1) This point of view conflicts with the statement made a week

earlier, "Am most anxious about daylight delivery under these
conditions (of enemy air superiority) and should it coincide with
main enemy sweep, little chance of protection.™
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After further ocorrespondence along these lines, Air Ministry
and the A.0.C. Malta finally accepted Air Marshal Drummond's
suggestion that future deliveries of Wellingtons should fly to the
vieinity of Cape Bon, by dey, and then on to Malta, by night.
Anti-Shipping Strikes from Melta, February 1942

February was another bad month for the R,A,F. on Malta, as far
as shipping strikes were concerned snd they had no successes.
Apart from the heavy bombing and the bad weather, the main reason
was that they haed no suitable torpedo-carrying airaraft at their
disposal., The ensumy's shipping losses amounted to 34,991 tons,

made up as follows:~

Navy ) Air/Navy Alir Mipe
1
23,255 tons 10,257 145 1,334

4 swall ship, the Eleni (145 tons) was sunk by the Greeks and is
ipoluded in this list. There were two ships, both listed as shared
between the Fleet Air Ara and the Royal Navy.

On the afternmoon of 2 Februery, a Maryland of No, 69 Squadron
(sgt. Macdonald), on a reconmaissence, from Kerkennah to Tripoli,
located the Napoli of 6,142 tons one mile off Ras Mahdia, That
night four Albacores of No, 828 Squedron left Malte on a shipping
strike. They managed to intercept the ship and at 02¢15 hours on
3 February the attaock was launched, At least one and possibly two
torpedoes hit the ship which was seen to be besched the next day by
another reconneissance aircraft of No, 69 Squadron, Agcording to
epemy doouments, the Napoli wes in ballast, as she had discharged
her oargo at Tripoli. She is listed in "Anti-Shipping Operations®
as shared with the Navy, a British submarine having helped in her
sinking, Although beached, she eventually becems a total loss.

(1) An interesting sidelight on Italian psychology is revealed in
Ciano's Diary over the ginking by,British submarine of the
Itelian tanker Lucania (8,106 tons) on 12 February. According
to Clano, this ship had been detailed for the evacuation of
civilians from East Africa (on the face of it, a most unlikely
role for a tanker), After the sinking, the Italian Navy
wanted the Lucania to be replaced by a British tenker., "Unless
this is done,” they said, "we shall have one tanker less when
peace oomeS"  Mussolini's own ocomment was, "either we shall
win the war and we shall have tankers to throw away, or we
shall lose it, and they will not even leave us eyes to weep
with."

/ The
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The Ariosto of 4,115 tons was located by a special
Wellington, based on Malta, during the night 13/l February,
She was in the company of another M/V and escorted by
destroyers, fThe Wellington remained shadowing the convoy
for 5 hours, from 22,00 hours on 13;:1“’ Fe:}:cuiry until 03,00
on the 14th when o striking force of & mam/\ Alr Arm Albecores
of No. 828 Squadron arrived, In spite of a very effective
smoke-screen, the _Ariosto was hit 21 a torpedo, She was
left on fire, stationary and listing to starboard and was later
confirmed by the enemy as baving been sunk, She was said to
have been carrying 300 prisener—of war and 69 of them were
drowned. As with the Ariosto, the Napoli is listed as !sharedt
with the Royal Navy,

Altogehker, the Albacores of No, 828 squadran Fleet gir
Arm carried out ten operations against enemy forces and shipping
and the Swordfish of Mo, 830 squadron F,4,4. four, The
Blenheims of No, 21 Squadron were also active on operations
against enemy communications, and, as will be seen, they suffered
heavy losses. 4n interesting combined air and naval operation
against enemy naval craft took place during the night 15/16
Pebruary and is related in the Seotion which deals with
supplies to Malta,
Enemy Gonvoys to fripoli, February, 19,2

& oombination of bad weather and the weakness of the naval
and air striking forces at Malta at this time,enabled the enemy
to run through two important convoys to Tripoli, in February,
During the night 21/22 February, a special Wellington shipping
search found-;g;ahips in two columns, including Aklarge ships
with battleship cover, in the Central IQupian Sea and making for
Tripoli, The almost continuous day-and-night attacks on Malta,
of the previocus 2, hours » together with a severe deterioration of

the weather, had reduced the chance of air attack from the island,

/eccordingly
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concentrated in the Tripoll approaches, In the course of an
atteok by submarines of the Royal Navy, on the convoy, F#ree
hits were heard, b‘;ran immediate counter-attack prevented
any observation of the results, There were no ships sunk,
ascording to enemy sources,

It has been the intention of the Vice-pdmiral Malta to
send out Force Q[l&(lq‘ (Penelope and Legicn) at dusk on
22M3 February, but the order had to be cancelled owing to the
high seas. Egypt-based aircraft attacked the convoy on
22* February, but with no success, Another search by a
special Wellington, during the night 23/2), February, located

Daily Int. Sums the convoy. Two strikes of Albacores of Ko, 828 Squadron and
A#L [ zry /"}/1/ " Swordfish of No., 830 Squadron set out from Malta, but they
were forced to return to bese with their torpedoes, owing to
the impossible weather conditicns, Independ;ntly of this
H.Q. Middle East canvey, & single Fleet 4ir Arm Albacore scored a hit an an
P ”‘Zp/s’t;'sﬁ /. .,/,-/ 7 eneny tanker of 4,000 tons which was stationary 25 miles to
the West of Pripoli., . A large flash was seen and the ship was
claimed as damaged, - However, both this convoy and another
important one managed to get through to Tripoli unscathed, the
second convoy not even being sighted,

The effeot which the arrival of Luftflotte 2 had on the
strategic situation in the Mediterranean is f‘uJ..ly apparent in
the following official figures of supplies/r:::'g:d North Africa,

“La Marina In November and December, 1941, a total of 69 »000 tons arrived,

Italiana Nella

Seconda. Guerra of which 15,000 tons were for the German forces., During the

Mondiale, Dati

Statistioi." first two months of 1942, however, the figure had risen to
125,000 tons, with 49,000 tons for the German forces in North
Africa, The amount of fuel received rose from 2,527 tans in
November end December, 1941, to 16,628 tons in January and
February, 1942, fThe actual cargo tonnage lost in January and
February was negligible, being less than one half per cent of the
tonnage despatched,

/¥o, 21 squadron,....



sooee [

No. 21 Squadron
“.R.B,

H.Q. Middle East
Daily Opsums. and
Intelligence
Summaries,

AR /)/ff”//-]/d‘//.!.’

Defence of Malta
Policy and Require-
1ts,

AH#Ly--31/165/1 (B)

187

SECRET

No, 21 Squadron QEIenheims) Transferred to Middle East,

22nd February,

During February, 1942, No. 21 Squadron sustained very
heavy losses of both aircraft and persomnel., Mention has
freg
already been made of the q Elenheims which wers intercepted

and shot down when returning from an attack on shipping, at

. Buerat., Pwo days earlier, six Blenheims had been despatched

to make a low-level attack on shipping at Palermo. The
formation made land-fall at Carini, but as the leader (Wing
Commander Selkirk) banked to turn north, his wing-tip touched
the sea and the airoraft sank, The remaining five aircraft
were forced to break formation when crossing the mountains, in
the vicinity of Palermo, due to thick cloud., Three aircraft
were last seen by a fourth bombing a goods train, which had
been brought to a standstill. After this incident they
venished, It was thought, at Malta, that they had probably
crashed in the mountains, due to thick cloud and poor
visibility. (1) Two more Blenheims from No. 21 Squadron
were lost later in February,bringing their total losses up to
eight.

On 22nd February, the A,0,0, Malta sent the following
message to H,Q, Middle Easts

A2 Squadron shaken as a result of losses here. The

best of the squadron has gons, I feel I shall get

nothing out of them wuntil they are made up to strength

with crews, This will take time., Meanwhilae the

squadren. is a liability to me.and T cannot ‘rely on it

for any work., Am therefore sending the squadron on

to you A '

No. 21 Squadron was transferred to the Middle East on
22nd February where they were disbanded, They were reformed

in the United Kingdom on 14th March,
/Operations ...

(1) Captured enemy documents now confirm this, Before
crashing, they destroyed a truck on the train and killed
four occupants,
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Operations by No. 69 Squadron,

Aircraft of Mo, 69 Squadron carried out 85 recon-
naissance flights in February, 1942, covering enem