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A ditched Whitley.

Aircrew await rescue in dinghy.
































































































‘K’ Type Dinghy.
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A Warwick carryiqg an airborne lifeboat.
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An airborne lifeboat being dropped to a Fortress Crew.
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Transferring survivors from a Walrus to a High Speed Launch.
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APPENDIX No. 4

( HQCC. 9

MAINTAINS LIAISON WITH AIR
MINISTRY, OTHER COMMANDS
AND BETWEEN AREA COMBINED
HEADQUARTERS. AND IS THE

OVER-RIDING AUTHORITY.

( G.PO. STATION w

MAINTAINS LISTENING WATCH ON
500 KCS.

PASSES BEARING OF AUTO SOS
SIGNALS TO AREA COMBINED
HEADQUARTERS,

SENDS OUT INTERNATIONAL DISTRESS

BROADCASTS ON THE AUTHORITY
OF AREA COMBINED HEADQUARTERS.

AREA COMBINED

HEADQUARTERS.
SCRAMBLES AND CONTROLS
WARWICK INFORMS NAVAL
AUTHORITY AND REQUESTS
SURFACE CRAFT BE SAILED.

CO-ORDINATES PLAN OF AIR
SEARCH |INFORMS H QCC

MF DF
CONTROL STATION

PASSES FIXES ETC TO
FILTER ROOM.

DECIDES WHEN SEARCH SHOULD
BE ABANDONED.

ORIGINATES INTERNATIONAL
DISTRESS BROADCASTS BY
G.RO,

MAINTAINS  LIAISON WITH
FIGHTER COMMAND GROUP,

NAVAL OFFICER IN
CHARGE AT MARINE
CRAFT BASE

DESPATCHES MARINE CRAFT AS
REQUESTED BY AREA COMBINED
HEADQUARTERS OR THE SECTOR
CONTROLLER AND CONTROLS
THEM CN THE PORT WAVE.

FIGHTER COMMAND
GROUP

RESPONSIBLE FOR ACTION TAKEN
BY SECTOR CONTROLLER.
MAINTAINS LIAISON WITH AREA
COMBINED HEADQUARTERS.

K\ ORDERS OFF RELIEF AIRCRAFT.

RADAR AND
GC.I. STATIONS

REPORTS FADED PLOTS OR
BROAD IFF TO THE FILTER

N

ROOM. WALAUS “ARFIELD. - N .
- — 2N ) A%
o N %"
P g N N
WARWICK ASR. 5 ¥ FIGHTER COMMAND
AIRCRAFT \ SECTOR
. CONTROLLED BY AREA STATION . ’,‘. ON RECEIPT OF MAYDAY SCRAMBLES
COMBINED HEADQUARTERS ON Wil = READINESS WALRUS(OR WARWICK IF
HOMES ON WALTER OR DINGHY S~ NECESSARY).
AADIO TRANSMISSIONS. ~ i INFORMS A.C.H.Q. AND FIGHTER
DROPS AIRBORNE LIFEBOAT IF NO " HS.L. 1S CONTROLLED "™ ——— GROUP OF ACTION TAKEN AND
FRIENDLY SURFACT CRAFT ARC IN : - - BY VH.F. AND IS IN - o INFORMATION AS RECEIVED.

CONTACY WITH WALRUS - ; iy
THE VICINITY OR ARE UNLIKELY 1O & THUNDERBOLT e /i

REACH THE SPOT BEFORE DARK
OR P.L.E.

ASKS FIGHTER GROUP TO ORDER
OFF RELIEF AIRCRAFT.

A REQUESTS APPROPRUATE NAVAL
s/ {“"9‘\" - AUTHORITY TO START A SEA
5/ (CNOADAE SEARCH AND INFORMS HIM WHETHER
4 OR MOT AN ESCORT 1S TO )

GIVES POSITION (GEE FIX
PREFERALD) OR MF/DF
WAVE TO OBTAIN FIX.
\svmcnts LEE TO BROAD.

BL PROVIDED .

- LJ
)
LONG RANGE SHORT RANGE THUNDERBOLT SPOTTER
INCIDENT INCIDENT g . ’Z"Iﬁ'&‘;’ni{' TO AN = CORAMS XY o0
AIRCRAFT OUT Of RADAR AIRCRAFT, PLOTTED BY '
OR V.H.F. CONTACT WITH RADAR AND WITHIN V.HF. WA!_RUS A.S‘R. A'RCRAFT
LAND RANGE WITH SECTOR STATION & o
HIGH SPEED LAUNCH CONTROLLED BY SICTOR V.HF,/RT. HOMES ON WALTER
TRANSMISSIONS ON ARRIVAL AT DINGHY IF NO SURFACE CRAFT
CONTROLLED BY w/‘r ON PORT WAVE. MAINTAINS IN VICINITY AND SEA CONDITIONS ARE FIT, LANDS AND PICKS UP
VH'/I‘ WATCH. HOMES ON DINGHY RADIO SURVIVORS. IF SEA CONDITIONS ARE UNFIT, INFORMS SECTOR
TRANSMISSIONS. CONTROLLER.

HIGH SPEED LAUNCH
GUIDED TO DINGHY ON .V.H.F/RT. BY AIRCRAFT OR SECTOR
CONTROLLER MAINTAINS LISTENING WATCH ON SOOKCS
AND HOMES ON DINGHY RADIO TRANSMISSIONS IF ANY.
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GRAPH OF RESCUE RESULTS IN HOME WATERS FEBRUARY 1941-APRIL 1945
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C.B.H.20795

PILOT

In Pilot’s seat at controls.
Sutton Harness secured and on I/C to
F.E. and R.G.

Through cabin roof exit

At controls

DITCHING STATIONS

FLIGHT ENGINEER

Lying on back on rest bed with safety
belt secured across chest, right hand
on release catch, left arm protecting
face, back of head pressed on back

NAVIGATOR

Seated on floor centrally in rest bed
compartment with whole of back
against bulkhead door. Hands clasped
behind head and feet braced as

rest, feet braced against bulkhead
left foot towards port side, right foot
towards hinge, knees well flexed and
on 1/C to Pilot.

First out of mid ditching exit.  Gets
dinghy waterborne.

Beside Pilot

Give order " Dinghy, dinghy, prep
for ditching” and signal series of "D’s”
on call light. Give Nav. estimated
time before ditching, lower flaps 15°,
jettison fuel and check security of
Sutton Harness (See Note 7).

Jectison bombs

Warn crew ‘Ditching Stations” and
flash series of “§'s” on call light.
Lower flaps to 25° and close fuel
jettison cocks (See Note 8).

Warn W. Op. to D.S. and switch on
nav. ident. and landing lights, if
necessary.

Warn crew “Brace for ditching” and
disconnect 1/C.

Ditch aircraft

Release Sutton and parachute
harnesses. Leave by cockpit
roof exit and inflate Mae

West.

Move aft along fuselage top, get on
to starboard wing and receive dinghy
radio and kite assembly from A.B.in

fuselage.

A led.
9

Jettison cockpit roof
hatch and assist pilot with Sutton
harness. (See Note 7)

Stand by to assist Pilot as required.

Collect axe, go aft to D.S., establish
1/C with Pilot, inflate Mae West and
take up D.S.

Shout “Brace for ditching”, disconn
1/C and brace. .

Leave first from mid exit with F
axe and assist dinghy out of m
stowage.

Get dinghy waterborne.

o

Second out of mid ditching exit. Gets
dinghy waterborne.

At Nav. Table

Acknowledge. Warn W.Op. Prepare
C. H. A. P. T. and pass it to him. (See
Note 7).

Receive fixes from W.Op. and pass
surface W.S. and D to Pilot.

Warn W.Op. (slap on shoulder), go aft
to D.S., inflate Mae West and hold
bulkhead door open for W.Op.

AND ORDER OF LEAVING AIRCRAFT

WIRELESS OPERATOR

Seated on floor on starboard side in
rest bed compartment with whole
of back against bulkhead door,
hands clasped behind head and feet
braced as convenient.

Third out of mid ditching exit.
Receives packs from A.B. in fuselage.

DRILL

At Set

Acknowledge with series of “D’s” on
call light. Take Distress Action as per
A. M. C. O. A. 25/42 (See Note 5)
(5ee Note 7)

Continue  Distress Action sending
C. H. A. P. T. received from Nav. Pass
to Nav. fixes received.

On receiving warning from Nav.,
contact Pilot on I/C and await final
warning from Pilot to take up D.S.,
continuing Distress Action in meantime.

On receipt of final warning from Pilot,
clamp key, go to D.5., close door and
take up D.5. with Nav.

Brace

Leave second from mid exit
and assist dinghy out of
stowage.

Get dinghy waterborne

Leave third after Nav. and stand by

on wing to receive types 4
and 7 packs from A.B. in
fuselage.

Stand by to board dinghy with packs.

AIR BOMBER

Seated on floor on starboard side with
back against rear spar, feet braced
against flap jack, hands clasped behind
head.

Fourth out of mid ditching exit.
Operates forward dinghy release and
hands out packs to W.Op., and dinghy
radio and kite to Pilot.

In front turret

Acknowledge. Leave turret and check
security of forward parachute hatch
(See Note 7)

Go aft. Jettison mid ditching hatch
and switch on rest bed light.

Take up D.5.

Brace

Operate forward dinghy manual
release, collect types 4 and 7 packs,
move forward over spar to mid exit
and pass packs to W.Op. on wing.

Collect dinghy radio and kite assembly
and hand out to Pilot on wing.

|
i
|
|

MID UPPER GUNNER

Lying on back on floor on starboard
side with feet against flap jack, knees
well flexed, left arm about R.G.’s neck
(firmly) and right hand against
fuselage side.

Second from rear ditching exit.
Operates manual release near rear
exit and gets on to starboard wing.

“In turret

Acknowledge.

Leave turret.  (See
Note 7)

Jettison rear ditching hatch.

Take up D.S.

Operate dinghy release near
rear exit and follow R.G. m
through exit

Move forward along fuselage top and
get on to starboard wing.

REAR GUNNER

Lying on back on flocr centrally with
feet against flap jack and knees well
flexed, right arm about M.U.G.’s neck
(firmly), left hand against fuselage side
or holding suitable part of equip 3
on |/C to Pilot.

First from rear ditching exit. Gets on
to starboard wing.

In turret

Acknowledge

Leave turret. Se
Note 7) i (Bee

Go forward, close and secure all doors
and hatches, switch on rear fuselage
light, proceed to D.S. and establish 1c
with Pilot

Shout “Brace for ditchlng". disconnect
1/C end brace.

Leave first from rear exit.

Move forward along fuselage top and
get on to starboard

Hand dinghy radio to A.B. Control dinghy from wing. Control dinghy from wing. Board dinghy with packs. Leave last by mid exit, get Board dinghy Board dinghy

on to starboard wing and

take dinghy radio from Pilot
Board dinghy last with kite assembly. Board dinghy. Board dinghy. Cut painter and cast Get out paddles and paddle clear of Board dinghy with dinghy radio. Top up with bellows Plug any leaks with stoppers
Check equipment, call roll and order off on order from Captain. aircraft.
Nav. to cast off.

NOTES
1. When the Captain is not the Pilot, it will be his responsibility to give the order “Dinghy, dinghy, 4.  When an extra member of the crew is carried, he is not to take over the duties of any existing 7. Parachute harness should be removed at the earliest opportunity. In the case of the Pilot

prepare for ditching’, or to instruct the Pilot to do so. From this point onwards the crew
members are to carry out the drill as laid down, except that the Captain is to board last
unless it interferes with the dinghy drill.

Crew acknowledge Pilot’s orders in turn, i.e., “Flight Engneer ditching”, etc.

All crew members should be familiar with the duties of my other member.
the R.G. and M.U.G. are interchangeable, and should be pactised accordingly.

member but should make himself familiar with the duties of all members so that he can take

over from any one incap d His ditching station is beside the A.B. in a central but
similar position (see above). After ditching, he should go aft to the rear exit and leave third

unusually large and egress therefore restricted, Mae Wests should be inflated one breath
only at D.5. and full; after egress.

and the W.Op. every endeavour should be made to throw the parachute harness straps clear
of seat and obstruction.

(last). It is the duty of any adjacent member of the crew, when the initial order is given 8. When jettisoning fuel, sufficient should be left in the tanks for a power-assisted ditching.
i " \
to prepare for ditching, to warn the extra member accordingly. 9. In the event of dinghy stowage cover failing to blow off, the axe can be used to release the
The duties of 5. Drills are based upon “Distress” developing from “Emerg, Where “Distress” is taken cover. If its use is not necessary, it should be thrown to port side of aircraft.  Great care
without previous "Emergency” action, C-coure, H-height, A-airspeed, P-position, and T-time, should be taken to avoid puncturing dinghy with axe.
gether with the esti d ditching position, should be transmitted only if time permits and 2 e P " n e i s
without prejudice to full Distress Signals Action. See A.M.C.0.A. 25/42. 10. This """ i;lx. ":‘ iy o 20,';' full 9 P! e should also be
6. Crew should inflate their Mae Wests as instructed in drill. Where, however, tne man is © te indeatnnis: teads :

LANCASTER I Il Il (Standard and ‘Y’ Types) Dinghy Drill
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