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It was intended that the reinforcement route would supply the Middle East
with from 120 to 130 aircraft per month of which approximately one-third
would be fighters, one-third bombers and one-third communication and other
aircraft.

The first main party to operate the route, consisting of 28 officers and 329
other ranks, arrived at Takoradi on 21 August 1940. The first aircraft, six
crated Blenheims and six crated Hurricanes, arrived by sea on 5 September.
The following day the aircraft carrier Argus arrived with thirty Hurricanes.
On 20 September, the first delivery flight, consisting of one Blenheim and six
Hurricanes, left Takoradi and arrived at Khartoum on 24 September. One
Hurricane was left on the route with technical trouble. By the end of December
1940, 27 Blenheim, 68 Hurricane and 12 Fulmar aircraft, a total of 107, had
been delivered to Egypt.

Taking into consideration all the difficulties which were encountered in the
early stages—difficulties resulting from the lack of equipment, lack of accom-
modation, lack of hangar space, lack of communications, insufficient transport,
insufficient personnel and the weather conditions, the route did remarkably
well to deliver the first batch of aircraft to Egypt within four weeks of the
arrival of the first main body of personnel at Takoradi and two weeks after the
arrival of the first crated aircraft.

From October 1940 onwards the rate at which aircraft were received,
erecteq and despatched to the Middle East increased steadily, while at the
same time the necessary ancillary organisations were expanded to keep in step.

As Takoradi’s production grew so its commitments were increased by the
Air Ministry. From 125 aircraft per month in October 1940, the scheduled
programme was increased to 150 per month in November 1940, to 180 per month
In January 1941, and established at 200 per month in May 1941. Owing to the
irregularity of the arrivals at Takoradi, however, the scheduled figures were
not reached until June 1941, when 203 aircraft were erected and tested. Sub-
sequent production dropped due solely to the lack of crated aircraft delivered
to the Base. The summary of the aircraft erected between September 1940 and
October 1941 is as follows :—

September 1940 .. .. - 33
October .. .. .. 5
November. . .. .. 55
December . . .. ce 37
January 1941 .. | .. 99
February .. .. .. 55
March .. .. .. 133
April .. .. .. 123
May .. .. .. -7 161
June .. .. . 203
July .. .. o 150
August .. %% Wi 123
September - - 131
October .. s w3 146

Total - 1,454
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APPENDIX 3

No. 43 GROUP EXPANSION
OCTOBER 1940 TO MARCH 1942

Units at October 1940

Actual

Expansion—Actual and Projected

Projected

Remarks

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

m.u»—f@»%’a
ERERERR

cgaccaca

. Henlow Service

. Sealand

. St. Athan Mammeg

. Kidbrooke Civilian Man-
. Ruislip ned with

. Cardington officer staff.

Floor space extended by
approximately 350,000
square feet for extra
commitments.

This increase took place gradually
to accommodate repair of new
types and increased arisings (See
Appendix 4). '

Marine Maintenance Unils
No. 84 M.U. Calshot

No. 85 M.U. Felixstowe
| No. 88 M.U. Meickle Ferry
No. 97 M.U. Ferry Side

| No. 213 M.U. Dumbarton

Marine Maintenance Unit

No. 214 M.U. Howden-on-
Tyne (to be opened in
May 1942).

During the last few months of the
period No. 43 Group took over
the full responsibility for the
repair and overhaul of R.A.F.
marine craft in the British Isles.
In addition to taking over
Calshot and Felixstowe and
opening up 4 new Marine Main-
tenance Units this involved
controlling the input and pro-
gress of repair work to civilian
yards as and when circumstances
dictated.

No. 218 M.U. Colerne

A new unit created for the erection
and modification of Airacobra
aircraft at the rate of 60 per
month.

A new S.R.D. probably
No. 24 M.U. Ternhill.

This was to be the second largest
S.R.D. in existence and was
designed for the repair of Lan-
casters and Spitfires, American
aero-engines and aero-engine
accessories. It was to possess
the largest propeller shop in the
R.A.F. and undertake the repair
of other ancillary equipment.

A new M.T. repair depot in
N.E. Scotland.

This project was to be investigated

as adequate repair facilities
~ranld nat he fannd in this part










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































