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DLWCTORCE OF _2UBLIC RELATIONS

A monograph on the developmeut, organisation and achievements of
publicity on behalf of the Royal Air Force, from April, 1913, until the
conolusion of the Second World VWar, August, 1945.

1. ORIGIN AND EXPANSION

] pron the last months of the First florld Var to the declaration of war .

! with Gexmany, Septesber, 1939«

2. INTRODUCTORY SUMMARY |
News coverage throughout the war in tho bame-based Commands and ovorseas

by means of reportage, filma, broadoasts, photographs, pazphlets, feature '

articles and faoilities for Press and other representatives.
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What is now the Directorate of Public Hslations, Adr Ministry, has had a
contdnuous existence, in various forms, aince the creation of the Royal Alr
Force on 18t April, 1918, when the Royal Naval Air Servics and the Royal
Flying Corps were marged into a single ssrvicse
Bofore the fusion took place Royal Flying Corps publicity was handled
oonclugively by the War Office, as part of its gamral Armgy publioitye. At thls
tine, W.mmxa!almmmmmmmampmmv
seation of its own. This seotion, primarily concarned with recruiting,
operated fram the Orystal Palace at Annorley. It was not part of the
AmvmwémmmmhﬁumWWw'
taken over by the Air Ministry on the first birthday of the Royal Air Forue,

ﬁh-p\mmwmwotemmmmmtwwm
Wﬂmmmeemmmmammw-m. Even moxe
Mmpmmtsmpmmemmmmmwmm&&w
ummmm.mmemmnmmammm:.a
on 3rd Septecber, 1939 o R

mmmummmwmvm-wm~m-"
sbove ths Leicester Square Tube Station. onmwmmmu
ormzntem@mammamwmmvmwwmig,
& by the tine the Amaistice wa sigaed in Hovaibor, 1918, the bronch beixg - .
housed at No. 5 John Street, Adelphi, and in the Hotel Cocil.

Ommu.a.nmon,amormwwwmsw,
mmmmmeWummmmwamm.mmmmm

. (*.

leadsrship until the end of the war.

The branch was organised by Captain Dewson into three segtions, visei-
(a) News and Preas Summaries )
(b) Peature articles and tar Summaries

(o) mﬁ:‘mrg:ﬁ:&m history of the War in the Alir were organised .
by the Mintstyy of Mumitions)e 3
mmwm&mmommtmmnmmm

Dir ctorate's activities when it had achieved maturity in the days of the secund

world war. The aystem of issuing communiques, together with press stories on the

air war, was adhared to and tho output of those days provided a useful presedent
/for
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"mmm.mammmummcbm.m._
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. Jeced=nt for the dsvelopments which took place in the subsequent generution,
In some respects the work of the ataff of the Directorate during the firat
world war was easier than the task subsequently faced by its successors. In ths
war of 191418 air ogmbat was new to the publice Thus, stories of every
desoription were eagerly accepted by the Presa. In addition, the musber of
writers in the field was limited and their work much sought after, A weekly
awmary called "The War in the Air" was issusd and between the formation of
the branch and the early months of 1919 a total of betwesn 1200 and 1300
features were wriltene This ispreasive output was issued partly by the Ministry
of Information and partly by the Direstorate for distribution at homs and abroad,
Tho work of this branch continusd on this basis until the early Spring of
1919, when it was originally intendad to olose itaomgawhtol'y; Mmhl.v,
this stop was naver taken, On the direot application of Sir Prederick Sykes, -
amoﬁierormsm.amnpmmwmtmmmwp
the Oivil Aviation Department, of which he was designated heads
W.m.o.y.mmwammmmm

.
2

sotained, mmoﬂmwmmummmmm

cmnmmwm.memmwmmm;"
a Principal Assistant Searetary. o
' rmm«amvmummwm
wthrmmmm-mumwmumm R 5
(s O.P. Robortson) assisted by two or threo olarks. In 1924 it was deatded, -
ontbmmmwmm.ummmawm o
. Bobertaon van givan miice. Lord Tacapson, however, Shen intster fur Atr, ||
mamuwmmmwauwmwmum (
Ministry and Viscount Siowhn ( Chanosller of the Bucheguer) the original
doodaion was reversed. ‘
Bxparadon Dexigd
1934 saw the baeginnings of the major R.A.F. expanaicn schems and the wark
 Jot
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of tha branch inareased proportionately, a small camittee being appointed o
co-ordinate poliqy and planse Subsequent recomzendations from the reconstituted
Comnitteo drew attention to the long periods of overtime worited by the staff and:
the urgent necessity for an incrense in the personnel engaged in the works With
the launching of the second and larger expansicn scheme in 1935 mmw

progreas in the sphere of publicitye To fulfil the requirements of the wﬂv
m

4

wan&edur!bmummoséaqhat&ﬁotawmotmiﬁr

vuw of thigs an extension of publicity services was esaentiale
Reviewing the entire.problen, Mre Robertson m&ni.ttea an mﬁn

Donald Banks Permonant Under Soarotarye mmmm ;
A new Comittes was formed and all points submute*bym mmm
Mordeouims aru:lna out of mm-w mz- .

(1) Ammvmsmmuaaopmmmhmmtuwp
' @ poliqy confined to Press Liaison. mmm

(a) mintenange of the weemao of &c a.a.rp 3 m ‘

(b) rearustumnts
(o) efforts to make the ycbuo ﬂamm's
(a) asvolopment.of Oivil aviation; = - ,
(e) dnovease in sales of British Advoraft omm.;
(2) Ibthedo to bo aplayed in the now publlcity mﬁfm
(3) e muaaoeauwcmmm&ommmm;ofw 4t

' orsmwmm

T new. Camitteo coupled the next eight amtp tn momm. petors )
it findings on Septarber 20th, vhen, Wnder the chaimmanshlp oesumum

1t announced it terms of refarencs, Vizsle
"romunsmweramummmwhmz

%o comsider and fommlate proposels as to publicity mensures in the
intorests of tho RoAdFe, Oivil Aviaticn, and othar bramches of
meﬁw.wwmmmw.wwm ;‘
ordinate the exocution of approved schemes of publicitys” ¥
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Tho repart ragéo 63 parageache and covered every concelvible sapoet of
publicity and publicity mediaes Objectives, publiocity measures elresdy m
and & roview of publicity media were incluled in the repart, tho latter seotien '
denling separately with Press bmadmﬁns.ﬁlmo paidd advartisemsnts, piblicity
Mbarature, posters, lectures, displays, exhibitions, ami miscellanocus copelgney
Tho possibilities of each subject were thoroughly revieved and iﬂﬁ'm“ﬂ
edvertisenents the Committes had Wmhswmtmwgif

thoreans
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> INTRODUCTORY SUMMARY

' mmmmnammwmmmmwm

: organ!.sedmasmce could deal with thsapeedan& aﬁ.ﬂ;mmd’m&
-aotivities, Public Relstionms m'ficm's mt to Pranos with the mﬁah w

By the time the war begon the fremework for a conprehensiye news .
covarage of R.A.F. activities had bgen eatablished with headquértars at Alr
Ministry, Whitehall, and witi; a nucleus of civilion sbd sarvice staff, Eiam A
hadbeandrmuptommanmeopmtimalmw&smdtheammwa

mno Relations Unit to accoupeny the squadrons overseas when wmmty

4

arose had been envisageds ~ - .
In short, D.P.R2. controlled - among other forms of publieity - n M .

rews agency which worked for, and not in oompgtitian W th, overy othﬂr newge

-gathering service, whatever its mediwm., Its function was to oupply news gf - "

tho R.h.7., to help others to obtain it, and to offer guldance.
The Direstorate grow in pace with the expanaion and couzitments of the

Mr- Porce and becam reproented in overy theatre of wr throughout the world,

The day=by=-day and night-hy-m:l.;,ht work of the Service was regorteds bulletiue

cortsining news stories were issued, toature ms Wmﬁﬂﬂmﬂ“

these media the work of the R. A.r.mwbwhmmeﬂmm: 3
mmnmeammmanAmmlmme& WMWGMW

Foroes in the latter part of 1939 mdremeiwd with them until the mm
They saived on the airflelds of Britain, they flow with tho squadvonss when 4
ReAdFs mbasedmmageiu twmndmmmwamt, in Malta and-
Italy, and then in Smxth-eaat Asing they covered the h'anagot't routes of thg)
worlds ) . .
Tho ».R,D.'s in the field wers, in effect, officlal war corresponfents,’
THedr nows flowed into the Ate Ministry headquarters wheve it was edited,
sorutinised for seourity and policy by the spacialist branches (whose Mﬂw

are dosciibed in mmding sections) and dtstributeds . _,;'-}}
Valuabler lessons for the oparation of Public Belau.om Unite ware M -_‘& "’_;‘

in France ear],y in the war. ifistakes, where pomaible, ware ractifiode m

the landings in Korth &fthmhﬂam&tamformdtofonowohemmeof
tho canrpaisn into Tunisia and then into Sicily and [taly, ArraNgenents were
mnde for the transport and accormodation of sc.redited war cor:dspondeénts and

L) /tm
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fﬂhe suift h'amm of thelr stories. Meanwhile the Japamose war was
= dnvelopmg in Southeeast isia and the “.i,F.*'s sotivities had to be ccvereds

a ublic Relations headquartoers was set up in India, and xir Informetion = as
it was now called - became part of the iouth=east /sia Compand,

The Directorate took advantagc of a groat Army and idr Force exeroise in
imgland early in 1945 ~ known as "Sparten” and described ag “tho greatest mock
battle in history® « to oxperiment again with the operation of Public Ralaticns .
Units in the field, It was, in effect, a rcheursal for the formandy landings .~
in the following year. P,2.0.%s, writcrs and p!meomhera, wore salectod to '
‘operate on the Oppzming gldes, ond to vork with field censers and wth thu
ATy PeRe0,'8e |

A mock dailynewspnpermprodxmedonbothﬂiﬂﬁa, ﬁom thetmcpnuﬁ
the flying man informed of the course of the "battlas®, mmwp.n.o.'sm
walnly respoisible fur these papers, but the Alr Himistry thm "
mmmtmwmommnmhw. .

ﬂelmmlmdmtﬁammmmwmﬂm

imianofﬂammy An Abr Informetion upit wai Wﬁﬂ#ﬂﬂa@%f
wes the opmtzom headquartars of the Znd Tectioal Alr Farqe Qurng m_a‘w
mum. The work of the various mmwﬂww«ﬁm

means of bulletins tiocles, broadcasts, puwmmfnmmm'
: B ol whioh preceded the Deday londings wme tolde -
ofthemtaine&alrama&t

Onb-lmvtlu-oe "agzanlt tem'-mhcmmingawmt.t
photographor and a Public Relations 0fficer - oroesed the Channol by shipe -
“hen a news headquarters was cet up in Roman&v, and Wmmmw
elrorafte  Pleld u-: ts were. argarised to move forward as the ei.:ﬁalga kcpt on '
tho heals of the adva-ofng armles,' There was recordirg gesr for swplgﬁ.::g thﬁa

broadoasting cowpanigs, motor transport for the P.R.0,'s, wu meepoc dants - “
ard condunti: g oftioers, and f1ilm and atill o~meramen,  Oporatioral pilots -ahu
had comlizatoa their ‘towrs ware crrolled oo corducting of‘fim f’m: nempeper
co: l‘ﬂﬂmn&mts.

Alr Informstion had 1% mobile H,Q. wnlt, complets with Idtehon end otaff,

and P.7.0.% = British and Carsdlen - on the advanced afrgiolds of 83 Group
(susportine the British Secand Army) and 8. Group (aupportin- the ‘Canadian

Firat amy), It had also its represe: tatives at Soifods¥s o Those P,R,0,%s OB

/the - !




. : ° N .'
~ . DUTIES OF PURLIC RETATIONS OFFICERS. o

(a) IN BOMBIR OGHMAND ) |

Bach Group of Bomber Commani hed its Publio Relations Officor, with an
offioe at Group Headquartera axni _priority for tae use of a ocar to enable him to ;

aover stations, He was also prmded with a olerk. although the methoda Gf ﬁ

varied alightly from Gmxp to Group, agcording to the individual requimmts
of Air Officers cmanding the prooedure in generel was tha seme.

A‘,;: :_t. )

aMm on tho tours. of ustmm uum
°m1t7 shows, writgng for R.A.F. anateur rmes Q;a, g&n
speechés for ths A.O‘O. end other offiﬁehs '

His affieial work, h:rwmr, was uv:tdea eoéonam +
(1) Supplying materiel for Adr Ministry buuethn

of en operation a8 possiuei
(2) writing follow-up news stor.loa;
(3) supervising Press end other faollity viqi.ts;
(4) Pinding suitable peaple to broadoast and helpiag tm wiq;.

angine mumbers doy Yy day; (b) writing am:m of w 0 adx

or of the adventures of partioular airoraft for the faatories uwu ¥
' memufactured them; end (o) selecting speakers for factory tours; aﬂ -

4P these speskers were sent out direot from the Group = preparing M

speeohas;




\ . ' ) . . 4
(6) writing festuvs articles an request ar om the PeR.0'S omn initlative;
(7) Providing photographs, sither those taken on operations or cammiasion

i

m& slation phowgraphers to illusuate artioles eto.
IER
Aa Bamber Oomzand's ohief fimciion was alght Rombing, e Group PR 0
was ab work day and night, mmufmmmmumw 1:*;,\_
off'ensive intencifiod - covering interrogations aftel' cach oporation m *&m
making a round of mtiona at shioh tapica for follow=iup ator:tea haé m’
ad ale, at inoressingly frequant Mtemls - emrtxng vts:lhrs to uam
’ takemf‘r and return of alraraft’ am‘. othap m.mexea oamoctod wl.ﬂt mm
" The PyRe0s himsolf wae emomea %6 uake oogastonal operatianal’
although thore s no oopulaton about thlss mrmw'
replaced the W types, providing zore M‘m *"” ﬁ sy
afewp.a.ommpmmsmnmghm . L
- he mwwmwmmmwthpm'm
Atdon, ‘ﬂl*l.hamaabta:mszﬂ.’I.ntm‘m't‘-»~ L

W.m-mw masmme. mmwm ;

audm, the reaulﬁsmaxwa = togethor with MMMMM
wmmmmmﬂm“ammmw,
mhaummwm. Ho mmummwpﬁ&m'

cmmmwammvmammr. mrmmmm

amthoum@mu.wo the JePeB.0s ot wmmm&mn vdth

esimllar accounte fram other Graup P,Re0. 'O '
/Attantion



Attenbich was padd to piblicity for Bmpire persemnsle Names of sush
“ ?‘ersonnel taking part i.n. an- attack weve telephoned to the S.P.R:0. and separate’
stories on Bupire squudrons werce aften submitteds:

In his ;:cmt:uv of intclligenose i‘oms t P.R.Ow might come aoross brief
refarendes to somé partioular aiventure orlgallantry in a aquadron whose mbe-
rogation he had been unable to aover. This would emtail vi.eatng the ltatim'
or = if prasticable - obtaining the story hy telephone from the persons oamembd
These follow-up atories mvariably obtained good usage in the fouowi.m mmng

pape:s, ag did accounts of dinghy rescued.

" On days or - niAts shen Pressmen snd other d&wmm%hrm;
%5 Dot slwyn posetbla for o 2,5.0. 0 GATTy aub bis news-gathoring funchia
The PuRe beceme cn Bscorting Officer, topw visitors vd.ththom tias
mthmammmfmrdmx‘iWo © S5

/ cmm artists am! m .
n.&o. mowmmm ocompanies’ mmmu“‘

fmuv-om._'
Mmuuummmaummm“
mﬂmwwmum; mummwhimu i

mtiomofmmumhranaﬂwk. malatwmmw
pmammtmmmm«ummmm#”

i

Plotures “arranging”. ' . ! :
’ Vialts wler the hoading of "gmmsrel facility” m-wwmaaw
| following programes = Intmﬁuot:l.on to the atation commndex and n 4
commonders mmmxpnwmofmmmmmtemwaﬁ |
alroragt; tour of the bomb duip; Visit to the bosbeaiming trainer amd the | |
link trainer and to a orew room to see.flying olothingl oto, Toako«off for ap
/oparation




the airfield contrg) pilot's hut,
BRO;DOASTS, -,
These were Usually obtained on reqnaatu from the S.P.R, 0, , although
the P.R.0, might suggest topics and speakers for broadoaste, (At least ome
P.R,0, also wrote halfuhouy “dnmmentnrms“ for bmadcaating. )
mmﬂngarequastthap.a.o. had to ﬁxﬂaapeabaruﬁ.thﬂlo
knovledgo required and - gp 4¢ were not for a speoified uxm'idm-hom
%o ohoose somobody with o Ukely volod, He firet went over the w
told with the spealer, Using the latter's own words as far ag Possiblos hatlagf'

Besides vieits fyom faotory workers to airfields, the anmens m’ b
enthusiacn of operativentn thodr work (often enplayment of & Sul) Kiot) 'wesn’
stimlated 1y mhgmwmmaummwmmzya
information and stordas to fustortes.  Squedsen enginaor officars weid f. .
to suwply the Group P,R.O, with a selootion of airfrans and m ;.
of alrereft taking part 1n attaoks these ware pasced to the raem

Artioles on genoral topics were wlcomd from the P,R,0's on sdjeots
Such as the work of oA APy airfiold gricul ture, &oam;;tiam of vardous




and mointain the confidence of the A,0,C. .ahd the oo-ﬁp%ram of m

~

Before the opening of other theatres of war, after the collapse of -
Prance, .ir Minis.ry officia) photographers paid frequent visits to Bouwber .
Groupa, A8 the mmbef of theces photographers sta '.ionad in ¥ngland w 7
invitations were oiroulated to airmen and X,C.0, atation photographers. to ,"
oco~opgrate with P,R,0'a m obtaining news pioturea. and thero woie valmblo
z'c.aults.‘ A requeat foxr help of this kind was made throw the creup '
ﬂwtosmphio Orcicer, ‘ ’

The P,R,0, also examined pmompm taken by aixmft cammm A

section at headquartars, ssdsam (as the Creuj bmp uvm A

—
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"mmmmumgmm

. -:;tz»a(rtmaa.' mwbluityvﬂmmm,uam.:'
. Hmmnwmmnmmtanmwmm_:""""’
'mwwm«umwmmw. |

. Were sub=adited snd mmmm imto the lergor pum ee tﬁ_,_.‘,':
' operations, The Final camposite ecoomt was than texepma to’ Air

: mmaeuuewmtmnmmwmm%wmm

,memmmmmmnmmm mmm

A% the beginning of the wer o Public Relations Officer m

' attabhodtoewhm'oupofmurcmmd. mia&thomm

a-ma-mmqmmmmmtommwhmuun | |
ony time Guring the 25 howrse '

The Group PeReOe '8, nmmmw and Cosstal R
m.mmmwmtmvm“mm“&
mouwo, They 414 not, however, mymmlammnm'“ u

nm\mam. mmnMummwwwmml
Publds Reletions Officer ab wom&e.mmmmvu

~ The PR, mam@m@.\m m“"‘ﬁm
m«amw'a sotivisies. mmﬂmmq’w

uw.m-y-m nmmmmmmvmmwum
axmemmammwmmmxrwo. I
At Yiret thoro wen nmo eomm oty WW@‘

October, v”.mwmmmmm memhaefmfa
~ﬂmu:'tlmam.w:‘ funstion of the P‘.a.o.'ameomsc ﬂhmma“ ma

RER

mmuummmm mmmmﬁﬂea@uerematwmw; -
semdda?meamm. '

,
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The evscustion of the B,E.F. from Dunkirk gave the

squadrons of Pighter Cozmand their r{rat real battle. It also gave

|
the sRe0, '8 their first chance of reporting a full-sosle eotion. 'vyﬁ ' i
thia time operaticnel stories hed bsen yritten et the rete of sbout %o & l
woeke Now tho organisation wes issuing three, fom'andqmuma ﬁ.w . !
stories & days  In sddition to those newa stories of encounters thore wore
stories on cacspes from bohind the enamy limess

b Tho Battls of Britain entailed loug hours of warke m

P.R.o.'- mpnea a mnu.ng mmnry,on tho w uum. end were. t'uo

{
|
1

buatastom\mm ellowed two ormrwzrtu;h ﬁm“&&%
rensined of amnmmmmmmmwm i
 operations Seble end vhers oaxbat reporba frdm'ell mmm
mm:manymivmg.

[

bmmemsqumpmomx enapuoee. mmmam
briefing and ot interrogation when the pilots returned, end he menm
his story to his colleegus ot Group Adedquarters, The second officar

/mmwo..,

‘i
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would "marry” this story with the information he had collected himselfs
he would then communicate his compsite account to Command Headquarters where,
in tum, it would be co-ordinated with reports from other Groups.

During the first 18 months of the war there was a strioct rule

! that names of successful pilots should be published only if thay hed
| + received an award, Later iais order was relsxed, and P.R.0's were able to
‘ mention by name the leader of any outs anding mission. ' IR
' When a P,R,0, "in the field® found that .the stoxy of ‘a.%f :

puﬁ;;%. exploit would not justify a prominemt positiod in the mt,' 3

he - or the duty officer at Oomnd would write it up for papers P m’“

in the pilot's home=town our oounty. A similar aervioe m suppnod 'ho

.
R

overseas newspapera. S _
Fighter Command, P.n.o'a also mte arti.olemf 'Y ganeral naﬂro, ;

and 1saued stories about aimraft' for kotow wrlm‘b-
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", vas cwma w ﬂxe a.q. P.B.O‘a- A
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{o 2 IR COASTAL comrm
Because of the oonplax:l.ty of ita organisatiou and ita wide disperaal
goverage unluna those of other Commsnds.

Caoatal Commend presented problema in news
Besides bei.ng contimmlly employed in the anti-pubmerine war the cmm'a operation
also mcmma the highly-specialised duties of asr recamnaissance and westhen B

raponing: ﬁcarrledoutthewdnowmkofbloohﬂmgmp&tennddeﬂm
vmooo-opmtimuthm

mw'ﬂmﬁ#ﬂnm&t&lm.mumg
Restuds o

; Publionehtims officers attadwdtothewomnd
oi‘mitimuswnumm“rfm, '
as.mmmea aseoclated with guch & Maa omana. |

| Lmokhercmdsitmdivided into Groups,, aveortm,
oneforcmmmg mmmmmmwwmmm
Wmﬂqmm:awmo:mmmdsozmmmw&o.ng&y
Mmuwwmmmmq.~ _mamwmﬂw

Gwﬂmmmmmammw&

.. . Iahoory, ano P.R.Os was attuched
anﬂroapmama for the ms(cmrage of m )ho

! proctise, mnoéthemmphmwwm. sﬁ' _
‘ans P.R.0. to cover a \my Group. sm-aly W b{ﬂ,fj, ¥

MWMP.R.U'N WWMWMWMM&M
goverage. MWWtorP.&mkmem%

menmmﬁdmmdhwhmmw;‘:""
oublying statimms with the minimm of delay, the 4.0.C.in C. me

alroraft on the étrensth of P.R. egtablishment, with a full-tins pilad, m

. elroraft was found inveluable, and enabled the memwh
1‘/
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headquarters, sometines days shead of the normal ;.vrooedm'e.

In addition to the P’%. 1 two full~time Conducting Cfficers were
attached to the section by the 1.G.C. in C. Correa ondents were taken by car
to the neaver staticns, and on occasions they wei'e agcompanied in the Oxfard
by a Conducting Offi.cev. .

The duties of the P.R.0's were further compliceted by the fact that the
Comand ceme wder the opersticnal control of the Aduiralty: theyefore nearly all
stories - with the meption of Photographioc Recomnaissance and\perﬂcnn.uty itexms ~" 
mwmmczutommmeyuwanutomzﬁmwformamp "
The cazplex mature of the dual censorship, ‘with all its snasa mﬁverwptm
mdethetaskof’mbuciemgthncomnd extremely at£ioult, S }

mamtyfmmtemlmm. mmuwmw
mmmtammpmmmnmmmwmm,m\;
when the incadenta had lost their news valus. ;
. Ooastal Gommand P.R. Sestion provided ehiamwnple anaommsu ‘o
.mmmmmmwmmnwmmwwm#

Flanks. ¢ hammmm”mﬂawmmﬁmf
Chamal an anti-U-Zoat battle of huge projartions wia foughte .: Fithin &
wmmm'au-nmmms, mummm:
W’““‘M!hw:wmmmmm““;”*."“: '
' W“mwtmwnwmmpaﬂuudj‘; -
‘bad elajued. B thet, e otary af m aotten whih e

-MU-B-&ammtmm'm'mmmwwm“
' MuaMP.n.o'szmmmwMﬁﬂ
'strikes.’ mmuonemummrmmummmﬁ&-”. '

" on on anti~mibuartne patrol. o

It waa not found possible, hoomuse of showtage of staff um%!!m
mr.n.o.atmmmmummmmmaﬁmfmh

" A PeRy0, m,matmmeommmmmumhadmm

'memttmwowam@p;ngmn-mm nmm‘mw_

allow stories in the dietent areas to agowmlate until a P.R.O. eculd pay theo &

visit. 4 typleal exemple wao the viait of a PoR.O o Icolakd: he staysd there
ssven days and returned with 30 good atories. Tho aame P.R.O. flaw to Gibraltor

/Jand



and within four days had gathered noic than tuenty stories.




(0) ZN TRAWSOSR COMAND

¢ !

Fublic Eolations Officers attashed %o R.A.F. Transport Comuend covered a'
wider field than their opposite mzbers in other Cmncands, for airoraft operating
under the direction of A.0.C.«4neC, air chief mhnlrsu‘ Froderiock Bowhill
gpemmed the warld. '

" Contsol wus csutivlised at Comuand Heudquarters whore P.R. officerg m d
attachbd 50 tho otaff of the A.0.0,~dt-Chlaf, vhose Seatar Alr Stagd afstopy "

Mmmmmwzwmmmmm
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Wmmmwwwmmv

eusmwuemummm . _'
MWmammummm

'mwwmwmmamsmmm;ﬁ
mmummmmzwmmmgw negi!

mhomﬂmmﬁm&ﬂw?’:o"“ (W' b d A
'thwmwmwwmmwem _
r.mo'ammmmmmmwmmmmmﬂv

inatance thmmofmwu mmm. !
’ hd R0 ,

adult the Proso, the atory ws witten by & Oomen P800 ‘nd w Mﬁz'ﬁ‘ L
relesse.
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Byosdoasts and recordings made at Trensport Gomand Stotions alsp cane Wler

‘PeRe supervinon. ne Command PeR.Os flew with 8 B.B.0. reprosentative when

rocordings of the intanse aotivity at Evere (Brunscls) airfiold ware prepazod, -

The F.R seotlon woried in co-gperation with the Minlstsy of Alreraft Production

mmhm'snmom at Adr Ministry, :ozwhmwm 'A
mwmmwww wwwmmumﬁ.
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P.R, IN ARMY CO-OPERATION COMMAND

As Senior Public Relations Officer at RsA.F. Army Co-coperation
Coemmand (which was under the operational control of Home Forces), Wing
Commander BiJman took up duties in the Command Headquarters in the
December of 1540 and in accordance with the instructions of the A.0.Ce=in-C.
Adr Marshal Sir AMthwr Barratt, worked under Intelligence in the Air Staff,
The A.0.C.-in-Ca toldliim at the outset that he did ot desire
' any publicity about the Command, which was regarded in some quarters as
baving been established as a political compromise in view of controversy
at that time concerning the Army;a requirements for air support, ' .
The Air Marshal was probably right at that time in his attitude
for there was a strong feeling in certain iray Ciroles that the R.A-F. was |
'B'Ot giving the Army the airoraft and ;)ther assistance it was likely to nsed
°  4in future cperations (or, indeed, in training) and therefore any publicity
about the Command, however innocuous in itself, tended, in the opinicn of
those Army circles, to give the public a wrong impression of the co-operation
the land forces were receiving, The Command’s operational aircraft in
19850/41 were only Lysanders,
’ As a result of the then delicate relations between the Army and e
the R.A.F. the work of the P.R.0., had therefore to b.a as tactful and
diplomatic as possible, especially as his S.A.S.0. Was an Army brigadier,
a8 the Intedligence Officer under whom he worked was an Army officer and
as he was perpetually in contact with Army officers in the Command and in
Home Forces.
For many months publicity was restrained and it was always the
S.P.R.0's object to produce material which, while giving the R.A.P. proper
credit for its work and endeavouring tb maintain its prestige, did not
offend Army susceptibilities. The obgective was the same vhen dealing
with Army war correspondents and others on facility visits to Units of
Army Co-operation Command., In due course the C-in-C agreed to somewhat
increased publicity about the activities of his Command, notably in regard
to the air training of parachute troops at R.A.F., Station Ringway, near

Manchester. Towards the end of 1941 and early in 3942 certain publicity
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was also given to the part played by Army Co-operation Command squadrons
in Army exarc:}ses.
Wing Cmmmndex: Gill\gan was well received by the A.0.Ce=in=Ce

at his headquarters and was always given the utmost congideration while
serving under him, It was some time, however, before‘diie:main body of
the Headquarters staff and a number of the groups and Units properly came
to understand what the duties of a PsR.0. Were and his possible value in
the R,A F. Before Gillkan's arrival at Headquarters the majority of tho
staff were hardly aware that a Directorate of Public Relations existed,

' He tried to help to educate the Command in the usefulness of the Dirdotirate

by arranging various film performances, with the co-cperation of P.Rels, |
showing pictures of the work of the R.AsFe taken by the R.A.F. Pilm Gnits.

These performances were most popular at Hesdguarters apd at Units’ d' th
Command and did much to assi.st oo—aperation between the neadquartere stafr

and the Units and the P.R.0s 'rhia.po:lnt may seem tr:l.ml but. tko
shows had the wmistakable effect of greatly ium'easi.ns ﬂn ma.;gga@
which the P.R.o. received throughout the commd. o

Tho S,P.R.0% dutiés comsisted of kseping in touch with o'
of the camand as a whole, prodnc:lng news stuhl, (spbjeot to the
already mtiomd), giving guidanoe to Press cmaapandonts on; a0
visits, maintaining liaison with Army Publio Relations. ormm, ;
visits by Army war oorrespondents to Am co-cperat:lon aqﬁm'ﬂ@fr
Units, emphasising to c%pondemts and others the imortm& ;

support fflo ground trocps, and, not least, doing his utmost to

relations between the Army and the R.A.F. 8o far as it was within thé ‘

of a P.R,0: #0dp so, There was often much misunderstanding cmm‘m
the R.A.F, in its suppu't of ground trocps and Gillman therefore ‘to&k
opportunity to explain the position (by way of wbaomma' mrmﬁo’n'_
facts) to war correspondents, air correspondents and special witers &
a policy which tha A.0,Ce=ineC approved,

As there m & shbrtago ot; P,R,0's during the period he wag

_attached to the Command, the S.P.R.0. worked single~handed = not a very

satisfactory situation as in the course of his duties he often had to

/fvisit



. co-operate with Services other than thoir own and ohn ehnw M _M‘
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visit the north of England, Scotland, Wales, the west of Ingland or Zast
Anglia and Southern England, since the Units of the Command were very
scattered.
Gillman left the Command on the 3lst March, 1942 at a time whem
Tomahawks were being operated by squadrons of the Command over enemy
ococupied territory in Northern Prance, Belgium and Holland but, for security
reasons, no news stories of their activities were réleased. (Shortly after
he left the Command accounts of these operations were passed for publication).
The logiocal successor to Army co-operation cmnd in northo:"n
Europe was the Second Tactical Air Force. In any future ﬂnergenoy the
problems which faced the S.P.R.O. during his tour of duty with Army oo-wiﬂu 1
Command are not likely to be repeated, for there is now a full nndcrstandihg o

o the role of tha R.a.F. in support of ground forces. A% the same tﬁw,
Gillman regards it as essential that if g P-R.O 1s to be attached ﬁri
Command which has such rehtionship to the Army a8 sruy Co=operation F
overy effort should bo made to choose offi.oera '!w m ahle theﬁo;wa

standing in dealing with the Army, otharld.se good mhcionl "iﬁh ;
may be iﬂpf‘“ and a disservice done to tl}q ntti.onalcm" :

-
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(‘) PoRele = FIINMS,

In advising anl acting for D, R. the work of P, R, during the dar
has fallen into four main divisions:-
1o RyA.Fa FIIM PROTUCTICN UNIT, Foliqy dirvotion, and operational
o-ntrol of the Unit{s activities at homs and overseas,
2, F4CILITIZS,  The provision of R, i.F.facilitics ani other gemeral
assistance to cutaide film Companies produaing Neworesls, Foature
f1lms, dooumentaries and shorts for exhibition to the publis,

3« IOLICY, Dealing with all other matters of poliqy affecting the film

. aspeat of public relatio s; in particular, consulting with the

- iinistry of Information and the other Service Departments an mattors |

‘ concerning R,A.F, or Coubined Service £ilms, |

he PIM PROJGIION, Undartaking oertain projection comedtments which,
although not a primary fumtionot‘the Branch, wore inseparedle
from the control of film production,

: mquuqhemum.mmemwdm&vﬂ.
3 “alomw'wiagtmaaammhnpoﬁ. The Unit was located at '

Finowood (R,A,F. Iver Heath) amd was sduinistered by Techndosl Praining Cowumd .
but its oparatiomal control camo under D,P,R. and, for most practical W’t‘
?‘ can be regarded as part of the Direatorate. ' |

P.R.1 promoted the ostablishmnt of the Mhit in 1941 and thereafter .
aoted as a link botween the F,P,U, and Adr Mindstry, other R.A.Fs Gommenis, e
Miniatry of Information, Gther Se vices, Allied Governments and commerical fismse -
lemmmemmwmmwmmmenmsmww )
1ibrary material werc properly routed through P,R,1j the only oxoeption to this
was tha Operational Scotion of the F.P,U, whose detachments, naturally, cperated
unier the daywtoe-day operational control of the Commanis to which thay w20
attached, '

P,Re1 had to undertake all fimandial arrangements on behalf of the Unit.
This inoluded cbtaining finamaisl sanction for all proposed F,P,U, productions a8
well as the purchase of cazeras and studio aquipmsnt required at Pinewocod apd hy

the Overscas ndts,
All "marketing” of the Unit's material to the publioc was ‘omo B¥ PR, 1,
The most important side of this was the “aelling™ of 7,»,U, material to the

- e At W
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Newsreels, Briefly, the procedur was for Pinowood to send up daily to FyR.1 all
material that had been shot that might be suitable for newsreel usec, Censorschip
would be arranged anl the materlael vigwed in the Alr Hinlstry Film Projecstion Rooms
The various stories wuld be sifted by P.R.1 in the 1ight of the Newsroels' current
requirenents (this might include returning material to Pinewood to bo edited along
oertain 1ines) and offered to the Companics at the most appropriate mement, It was
found that botter results were obtained hy this method of selestion than by
a\;tanntinally offoring all materisl immediately it was shot. The newsrwols were
rigidly restricted in length and thereforc there was always friendly competition
~ betwden the Services and cutaids bodies to secure coverage in the Reels, This
T Wﬁﬁm reached 1ts wost acute atage nfter D Daye. Ueveral hmired cameramen
m operating ani tens of thousanis of feet from different Units poured in daily
for censorship end newsresl viewlng at the centralised SHARP theatre, It wAll be
seen from the dotailed seotion on Newsreols in the separate report on the FoPuUs
that up to the end of the War the five British Fewsrecl Compenies uscd o totel of
209,600 fost of P.F,Ul material, '
411 the porscmnel problems and the esteblishmnt inorvases and altera=
-¥iona, which brought the atrength of the Unit.fram 57 at the beginning of 1342 to
itotulofﬁermat the ond of the War, were worked out by P.Relde
RACILIRIRS,,
The arrangement of facilitios for producsrs of feature films,
Dewereols, documentarien, eto, reprosented one of the Bain rutine Jobs of PRl
To lay on an apparently simple faollity wac oftan a matter of considerable
omplexity; a typloal axample, showing the steps involved in arranging a
facdlity for a commerdcal film company ias given below,
AmMmmunmtoseththWwa
piocture in which ons of the chareoter: is an R,A.F, Officer, Preotically the whole
| ofthe.rnmwulhoahotintmstmowtwmquadliueatoobma
E brief "establishing™ shot of the aotor stepping into an airoraft,
| The first step 1s to advise the compary that the Alr lMinistry cansot
gront any facilities for the Motion of a £ilm until it has beon sanotioned

| by the K,0,X, No sotion is taken therefore until the ), 0,I's written epprovel
| has been forwarded to P,R.1, }
Hoxt, mmmmdbmmammmzofmmu
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) ::f‘tﬂb groundis of Securify, Suitability or Poliaqye P,R,1 read the soript omd
f‘:,f::»dnulato it for aomuents %0 A.L.6s and P,R.ke after which the company are advised
i€ any deletiens or olterations are negessary,

' Any epeoial Service equipment required by the actor has to be obtained
hu a Haintenanoe Unit but undforms ‘can be hired direot hy the coupany from one
Oi’ tho recognised thentyical costuniers, A point that arises here, however, is
/Abat b wniform could be hired Muring the war without the special sanction of the
"Woat Hayahal, P.R,1 therefors apply to the P, explaiming tho reason for the

ng the uno-and custody of the uniforwm,
whomwmthmaahedtommamtauvoanmammmm

: MamthMmatmsuumﬂdthtm‘

ﬂlaem!mm They are met by tho Comwand PRO who regretfully has to inform

" Ahem that tho fi3ming mist bo postponed to a later date, The Yeason ia that &

‘sirimm oporationsl effort hao besn onlered and Aho Station Gomanler camot apare |

ig,jwﬂmlwmmm-nmm the film pecple cannot bo'told this) of

! oourse, and thay retum to London somowhat disgruntleds.

s mmtammwwmr.msformmrmchu
mﬂanewWﬂhm. On this ocoesion they sre admitted to the Station and the

| neosssary aircraft 1s produced; unfortunatoly, however, the weather is bad amd
tha 1ight 8o poor, photographically, that the Direotor refuses %o schoot. The
S8tation persommel who think the viaibility is good enough for flying and should
therefore be good enough for filming, wondor why tho film company does mot ot on
with the job, Luckily, overnight accomendation is seoured nsarhy amd telcphone

; arrangen nta mude b@tween the PRO amd P,R,1 for the pussce to be extendeds the

i-following morning the nsesssary shots are cbtained,

. mmhmmfmummgmwummm

" some five sesons,
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e The final stage of the facility is to charge the film companys F.Rel.
has todtain dotails of time spentonthamamtalv Service psrsomnecl,
S Service vahicles and airoraft used, eto, These items are costed and the asoowunt
‘ The sbove example is hypothetical but 1o mo way exaggerateds It
o mmthawmal mtinean&dﬁ.?ﬂculﬁes thatmariaeona siople
N :Mltv. It does not take into account the intense complications that
.. " frequently arese from aircraft wnserviceability, accidents, posting of requized
% . Service pornonnel or other wnprediotable events; nor of the difficultics arising
",«mmrromubmuvmmmofammmmwm
mummaofmrmanﬂ, on the other aide, the mumwmmnh
mn.memmmwmwuwmmwmmm
98 thedr epua. , .,
In oomtrast to this siuplo type of £aoility consider the problens that
:"hmmummomwmu-m:ummwmwm
- 'mt such a8 "The Way oe the Stare”, In tids production an R.A.F. Station had
'&hba mmd.mm‘:m. Blenhein and Boston oiroraft had %o bo provided,
;-__'Wthor with the nevssanxy nlr-mn. groumd orewn, flying contsel. fire tender,
‘_ m and a1l mwmmmxaawwmsmm
M ‘there was mﬂaion of m the neoessary technicnl oquipment for studio
mmwmwmwummnmmtmﬂmmm.
xtwumnotbgpoaaibh in a short report to attespt an analysis of the
mary hunireds of film facilities organined by P,R.1, but a short st is given
below of some of the feature lemgth films made in EnglamAd for which considorable
facilities were organisedi
49th Parallel
Terget £ mm.gw:t
or
The Big Blocknde
- Flying Fortress
Th: Piret of the Few
) One of Cur Adraraft is Miasing
‘: The Duy wdll Dawn
They FPlew Alone
! The Brlloon Goes Up.
| The Adventures of Tartu
Squadron Jeader X
Coastal Commani
Flemish Parm
Por Those in Peril
The World Owes mo a Living
I Live in Groavenor !quare
The viny to the Stars,
Fhe provision of facilitioo for Nawareel companicswms sompwhat dess

Jisivolved
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énvolvod in that it was not nocessary to examine the "soript” in sdvance. On
the other hand, arrangements had usually to be made at far greater speed, The

coverags resulting from faoilities organised by P.R.1 together with the footage
ot material suppli.d by the F.P.U, emounted to epproxiuately ono-teath of the
total length of Newsreels shomn to the public from the Spring of 1942 to the end
Qt‘ tho var, This percentage can be considered vezy' sasiafactory in view of the
m that tho “opposition” consiated of operational coverage from tho other British
sprﬂoos. ﬁ'am the Ameriosns and Rucaians, and from political, domeatio and
MMamPsmmmrthowrm. _

o InadﬂitiontomansingmfmuueamquiM;mthema.P.hy
companies and ofﬂom ugits of other Survices, Allicd Gwormmts.

Mwmmm tomnbackmuwhum. and all facilitics
2 mmmv.v. ‘produetions as "Open'atioml Halght?, "Tho Blg Pack” amd

Broadly speaking, the poliqy aim of D,P,R, was to encourege the fréest
agal lo usa of ﬂlnmmm. authentic or ataged, showing the R.A.P.'s work
achiovencats provided that the ploture presented to the public was accurato and
fnpiring, Of these two aims, the attainmant of acuraqy was by far the more
ﬁ?ﬁcﬂt*pmiwla;lvmﬂwmofmmlwawchu
SFUNXSIAN VICTORY", "THE YRUR GLOXY” and "DURMA VICTORX", which endeavourcd to
"fmc to the public a balaced pidture of battles inm which all Services were |
i:am Hot only was it diffioult to neourc unenimity among the different
ammaas to the proportion of oredit to which cach was entitled; 4t was often
M dmponaidle to illustrate points on which agreement had beon reached becsuse
of the lack of the mecessary film material, 4nother complication was that the
completed £ilm had to satisfy the publio,and Services, of Amerion, "nglami and all
|  parts of the British Rmpire, It uan be sppreciated that very Mhmiag
oontrol 'as involved in waking these Joint campaign fiims = and in handlin gube

sequent complaints fron variou. Serviue Commanders in the f@d who ware

Ainssatisfied with certain poinis in the filnm's makewup,

] Close touch was kept with the },0,I, on all wmetters affeotin, pudblic
- #1lms in which tho R,iA.F, werc depisted. On the Newsreol.side P,R,1, were
o /ropresented




. &
gapreaento& on the Ministry of Information Newsreel Committee which met weekly,
and always found the Newsreel Companies co-operative in meeting any special
Alr Ministry requests tha*fmight be made for reasons of policy.

ZEI¥_RXHIBITION,
The responsibility for the exhibition of films withid the Service mow

. falls %o D,D,Filma, Exhibition was nover an important function of P,R.1. but

through dealing with £1lm production certain exhibiting comnitments were acquired,

sams of which are still retained,

In the early days of the Branch resistance was 50 strong eamong certain

Comsand, Group end Station Gommanders to the grenting of filming facilities that
wight, in axy wny, interfere with the work of the squedrons that meens were sought
f'tfomko the Service a little more "film minded”, This was attempted by the
estadlisimont by P.R.1. of a mobile projection unit which undertook regular tours
through the Commands showing 35 mm. progrommes of films profuced with RAF,

.. facllities wuch as "TARGET POR TONIGHT", °COASTAL COMMAND", amd seleoted ngwavesl

SM. These full=time tours were dlgcontimued ag mmwmmzmm

_ equipmont smas rotained in the Brench and was frequently used to give specialised

‘m at GCommond and Group Hoadquarters - e.g. to show to the CeinsCe F.FPU,

© . ¥eoords of cutstanding Bomber Command attacks, -

The asquisition by F.R,1 of films of great operational ani tochndcal

of the filns, These requests were always met where possible and in certa:n cases
the Branch would even supply an effice: t» give a running coumentary on silemt,
unodited films, At tho same time, the Branch never had the authority to purchase
spooial coples of make the other arrangements nece sary to run any sort of
recognised £ilm library amd the loan of films was always, os it were, on an ad hoo

. basis, The arrangement has persisted, however, and the Branch still supplies
‘ available films onh request to certain Uniss such as the R.A.F, Staff Collego, the
Army Staff College and A,C,P, S5, ﬁnnavingm

P.Re1 have also been called upon from time to time to advise end agsist
PoR, 8 in the scl-otlon and provision of 16 mm, coples or films to be dlsplaged at
ReA.P, Exhibitions at homo and overssas.

Cn several oceasions, mluo, copies of special films were supplied
to air Atiaches tor diplamatic showings in meutral and Allied capitals.

N

/[t

Anterest led, maturally, to a mmber of demands from interested Units for the losm
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o The Pilm Projection Room in Air Ministry, Whitehall, has be-n in
oonstant daily use since its completion in 1943, It is essentially a worigoom
for tho soreening of 'rushes', censorships, technical showings, etc, On ono or

- %wo oocadions D,P.R, has asked that some outstanding £ilm of air interest should be

‘soreonad to all aixr Rini:try employees but these arrangements were exceptional =
. and very difficult to carry out in a cinema that norwally contains only 4O seats.
A Ifitismossaawfcrmemberaoft)w.\ir%umntoseeoﬁ]nfot
':‘pouw reasons the screening is always arranged at Whitehall, The SHATP Supreme
Gomaend and the British Cabinet have also made use of the Film Irojection Roomj
Abe Prize Minicter was a frequent visitor,

Anothber duty that fell to P,R,1 was tho delicate tssk of iswing
'tati.m and arranging the seating at film premieres at which Service Chiefs,
M‘othcr endnant personalities, were the gueats of the Linistry of Inforgation
¢ -tho ﬁ.lm companies conoerned,



S Tho second major problen was equiment. It was out of the question ab
. _:_thatmtodlvertWinﬁnntridpotentialtothommfwhmofmmgmanﬂ
;'j{‘oh.mnt lmdtoml,yeuthﬂymmwbﬂchitmabletoobtaﬁnhm -

,;m a:u t!n'ec Smicbs ana "polioing" the e?.\auoe. mhmhomdnmvd
"medm mvn&thawumuww-ummmmm
#¥tas 1aea, . &0 deng with thy fila teohnlolans o mseoma, Sopnardo Writare, -
,ump Sound Rmoxﬂints, Oammu -~ eams tho Sexvieo'bodies’ - M, elerko,
Mvm. pouoe and a1l the nomal persomsl that 8o to moke wp an BeAF. Unit
Itminmnvwswmmalcmm:mem mmum:amofmmt had of .
- necessity to work in very mich the same way as ith éivilien comtezwta: yet it
Ma.‘ho toba run on Garviee lines and 1t eays muchfor the oﬁgimlm of
; Vth Unit that they werv able to £it this unorthodox set-up into !l'echn.’t\aal Eraining
: Oomma of the Royal Mr 'ibme..
| | ‘The Tnit at Plnowood became inown as No. 1 'M.J.ml Produotion Unit, and the
- Btodios begame She T3se from which all filming at home and overeeas was planned.
Nos 1 P.P.U. was the parent Unit which "fed” the Overcens dstachments which
eovered R.A.F. activitios in the Middle Rast, North Afrien, Bestorn Buroge, U.8.4s
Oanada, South Jast Asla, The Asares, Noxway, Denmark, Italy, Sicily, Greeceo
Jugoslavia, Malta, Cibraltar.
Middle Esat Unit
This Unit was @t out fron Ingliad early inm 1942, The Unit's Job was
to eover all phases of R.i.F. and Allied air sotivity in the 8415 Bast theatwe of
wiions and Afrios a8 a whole. Tho films ssoured by the'RedsFo PoPolly

]
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caneramon resorded thie groat part played by the Royal and Allied Air Forees in the
swaying battles that finally ended in complote victory in Tunisia. Mch of the
£43n vas shown to the British public in neweresls and in the £ilm "Desert Vietary."
4 This smal) U'nit was sent out in Noverber 1942 to cover ths part played by
the Boyal Alr Foroe in the firet Anglo-Ameriean assenlt - the invasion of North
) _-Afriea from the West.
Hoe 2 Film Produstion Unit
This Unit was formed in June 1945 from elemants of the original Middle
M and North African-Units, plus new parsonnsl from Mnglani. The Unit's first
FB:Q. was based onFunin. At ons stage during the early phase of the campaigm in
the lediterranean this unit was covering eimulteneounly R.A.F. eativities in such
‘wdely seattered placcs as Uaixo, Bemina, Kairouan, Protville, Tumis, Algiers,
Slolly and Malta. It is worth noting ‘that the Unit. never had more than eight
fully qualified cazovamen to fulfid its dutdes.
: Detactments of the Unit landed shortly afier D Day in Siclly, accompanied
the Bighth Arwy's landing on the Ltalisen muinland and £ilmed the costly landings
at Salermo.  Cemeremen wore flying regularly with the Borber squedrons supporting
the land operations | |
Other major events filmed by the Unit were:- the fall of Rome (P.P.U.

mm went in with the firet troops at L a.me on June 5th 1944); the edrbarne
invasion of Southern “rance; the landings in firesss.

Noe 3 F.2.U.
Followln: & survey in Tudis in the Auturm of 143 this unit was

sstadblighed at %the oud ol the yasr to resord RoA.i’. sotivities in the Far East.

In spite of Velng :overely haudieapped by the shortegs of emdpment, good Tecords
were obtained, and s'wvn throush the newsreels, of fighter and bomber operations
mingt the Japaness. Recards shot of ground activities have been of paridioular
value for internal ohoiring in the R, A.F.  After Vietoy in Purope plens were mde
;to reinforce No. 3 F.P.U. on a considerable scale but before these could take full
effect Japan had sirrondsred.

Hos 4 PoP.C.

In pril 194, this Unit was formed to cover R..:.F. preparations for the

3 of the Stoond Frout. mﬂmmemmmm-
/b pay |
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D Day, and the Unit ancompanied the 2nd Testical Air Force across France, Belgiwm
snd Holland into Germony. Atthaendofttm%rwmmnobtahwqmtaﬁalof
e fall of Henover, Rremen, Kiel and Famburg ond the Mberation of the Hague and
To this Unit fell ths oomsiderable task of filming the evidence of our
m off'ensive. This material was eubeequently related to £ilms of the aotued
attukaformoaaaorstwy Mmﬁtmaalmmmiblefwtheﬁtﬁmmﬂ
-A}mmopfmﬁc%mmmthawmgsofmmmwms
!mhmuw sensational pdetures of rooket attacks. The rocket was o
A"muvelymwem andthese films tere in preat demand by the experts

; Shortly after woving into Pinewood, work was commenced on ‘the first
¥ “Planned produotion - & 2-resler dealing with the work of the watér-borme balloons
“Mlmn Cozmand which was issued to the public under the title of "OPERATIONAL
. mmur*. It should be noted thag the other two “studio” productions “THE BIG
?AOK" tmd *JOURNEX TOGETHER" dealing with the work of R.A.P. Camands (Maintenance
ot amt Fiying Training Comand) also dealt with "background” formations of
whose work the public knew cauperutively little. It vas easier to make exciting
£ilms about the "frant-line” Camnands - Bomber, Fighter and Coastel - but it was
of far more va].uo to the Service os a whole to bring to 1ight this vitel, thouch
sometines monotonous, work of the -en and wamen in the supporting formations of the
“ReAsPs
AS thé existence of the Uni4 became 'nown through~ut the R.A,F, 8» mora
'and more calle were made m it %o plece cn record, ani bofare the public, the
daily activities of the Service. It was not long before the Unit was compelled
to refuse many commitments for each cne that it accepted, through sheer physical
incapacity. Even 80, a vast and varied progremme was undertaken and succesefully
oompleted. At one stage the lnit had 4n production films aggregating 40 reels -
a programme that might be considered staggering Ly s corssercial studio witn many

(V5
times and production facilities ;ossessed by Pincwood.
A great proportion of the init's "production” - i.e. assembled end -

oomontated filme, as distinct from the wnedited film recards vhich were not meds '
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; Gme 67 th® =08% important, though loast spectigular, of the Unit's
"rp;otims waa %o colleut, catalogue enil store prints and nagatives proamd both
oificlelly and comsexvially on Air end kindred sukbjeots, The F.P.U. Library mB
| estebliched ot Iincwosd by Jume 1942; the Newsreeld wero slready using ﬂwmﬁ"a

‘




T Matorial was issued from the Library (vie the ussential Despatch

Departmeni) o Kewsreels, commercial oompenies, documentary producers, allied
Governuent £ilm Units, Service film units, for inclusion in every type of film
t‘)mm Secret teadning pictures to full l?n,gth entertaimment features, Under
e mm alone, 105,600 f't, were issued to A.K.5. Wembley for the malking of
Aircraft Recognition Training films; this covered 50 different types of
M-_ all specially £ilmed by the Unit for Recognition purposes,

The totel foo’cage~ su;,plied by the Library to the end of September 1345
totalled 272,5C0 %, of Mute and 65,700 £t, of Sound film, .

Tho Library hed the imumeoe tack of indexiny dhd ostelogaing every
= worthwhile ahot of the 1,643,000 f1, exposed by the Unite _
- The totel footage of f£ilm held in the Library's vaults at FPinewood
end penhen (megative, black and white and lavender) is over 5,000,000 £, ~
say cne thousond miles,

In the-cerly caye of the Unit all material was progessed by Denkam

Loboratories, vhose jtarf gave quite oxcuptionel service in their esfforts to
keap up with the flood of urgent materiel that come in from the various |
seotions of tho Unit, Bu: as the air wac intensified and Dephem's Btaff was
progrossively roduced it became cbvious thot sdditional facilities would ¥
enssential to meintaln & fost service to the ﬂewsreel'a. The Unit commenced O

build its o laboratory at iinewood and completed the work in the eerly pert

of 1944, The groject was en wxperiment that yroved highly successfulj
designed to handle o maximun of 50,000 £t, a week, at the peak of the air way
in 1944 the accll leboratery stai't ware putting whrough the aa;omdj.ns figuco

= of 220,000 £t. of negative and positive per week.

! Tho hued of the "Ops” Section {rom its oirth in the middle of July -
1942 was an Reseds pilot who subsequently transferred to the uUnit with thp
idea of filulny; operations. There wes very 1little official encouragement v
this rather nivel project - the ;mtmrnios viewed with scme misgiving the
responsibility ~f "movic making” added to the already foruideble job of
steppinyg up th: air offencive - but he linally mansged to persusdo samecne
%o let him fly as second pilot, snd cemeremen, in a iLancaster on ene of the

_ £4vat 1,000 boaber raids, the terget boing Bremen, Yrom tho first f2ight




the Sectian steadily built ur confidence in the valus to the Service, end
the public, of operational filming and finally the full co-operation and
encouragoment of the operationel co.minds wes obiained in £ilming R,deFe

' attecks by dsy end night, At the end of the Europesn war there was a

speoinl 1"llm Flight, equivalent to a smell squedron, in Bomber Command;
Mosquiteds and Bostons worked with Gosstal Comand, and' Yosquitoss, Bostons
and Miteholls covered the activities of 2nd Tectical Air Porce.

Hany new operational cemeramen were trained during the last menths
of the ww sand 2 total of 57 camoraren flew on operations; however, the

brunt of the worls was boeme by perheps 15 men, backed by five or six over-

worked beso riaif who handled the flying cemeremen's material. In all.
PPV uwndrsuen flow 683 6perational sorties ggeinst ine Germans in Noxth

West Lurop9, This figure does not include sorties on which the Units £imed
caneras wore {lown without en F,P.U. camersmsn, vhich together, produced
enother 900 operationel £1ln recordsy.

The value to the public of the vivid sction plotures ssoured hy
the ops. cameramen and shown all ovar the world does not need to be
emphaci_..sod, but their value to the Service, perhepe is not so cleerly
lmderstooﬁd.‘ These ers some of +he achiuv;ments of operational cinemato-
graphy:~ n deylight -attacks conclusive evidence vwas obiained of the ‘
accuracy tud intersity of the bomiing and the precise route followed could
be examincd aftervards to check eny deviations from the planmed coursec
night fila: gould be exemined to show, not anly the ecouracy snd
concentraiian of thu attech but i4c development - particularly the speed
with whie. Ule fires built up in the target ares; bombs and bombing goar
ware :oca.led becsuse 10U, picturee revialed wwaknesscs, previously
wiguspout .y Molunce” atlots of teohnical insercst were obtained ~ €.8e
piotures .. ¢ “:shock waves” of bomus oxpledin, and ‘he German anti-alrcenfd
weopon iht "scerecrow",  The film that unloubtedly ercused the greatest
technical interest was the Unit's recard of the sinking of the Tirpita;
ihe Jilm shoug  reclsely where ecach of the 12,000 1b, bombs exploded nrd
has boe. .Urutcly studied, frame by frame, by air, naval and ordnance
ex-erts, ctother strip of film thot made hist-rv wes secured by en FoFoUs
Mosquito I . .ocomponied the f'irst 1nw level attack on a V1 site and obtained
the first alose-up pigtures ever taken of ‘such a site. Operatianal & o

/otnenatogrephy |




cinematograph- as developed Ly the Unit is now o permanent Air Force
requirement, |
The Unit's cumeruzen shared fuily in the risks to which the

squedrons thoy filmed were exposed, Indeed, it frequently happened that
the camers siroraft had %o incur additionel hazards by making several rums -
over a tarca’ snd orbiting the target for comsiderable periods during a 12id
The speciul £ 1m dusies sccigned to these airera’t did not prevent then Zyonm
enrrying ol M. saze tasis as the attacking squadrons, The Film Preductlen
Unit dclive.ol quite & laryc. tonnage of bombs on creny targets - shere wad
even one oo sion when a sole osjaiio reached and attacked quite a laxge
target end " Lwd 1te ovn bembing, the renaining eircreft on the raid having
run ino eeay fighters and been prevented from reaching the terget. A%
Pinewood siz tmell rooms housed the entire organisation for covering 81l
operati-ns of evor_} Camnand of the R.A.F. Nevertheless, therc wes hardly

a single raid -f nejor icportence after July 193 thet Wes not filmed by mm
Rehere canormman from Pinewood, hie section was in direot contect by
"soremblor® *clephonc with the Operational Cowmands end wes kept informed ot
1!_119‘:“51“8 operations: such strict security rulee wers observed that,

whem o ooil ciout & planaed operction wus uxpected, othor personnel in the
studios wert 5ot allowed o use the passage past the Ops. Leclion's Kooxtte
finewood ®eL @i operstionel bess froi. which <en wint streight to wars
cameremen who 1loft the .tudios by car in the moring were in action over
cooupled tli.ttery within o malter of hours; others bresizasied et

Pinewcod allcz W might over the ,uhr, Kine members of the "Ops” Sectiam,
Were SWANA0L e meiew. tnd three oihers recsived the Croix Je Guerre icr thel
work f0 ¢'viiing the operaticn: of iie iawous French forraine Squadron of
"4he : srele
Liioaldin A

ritich levareels provided the mrst vilusble outlet &o the

-

=t

public »f I L. siicriel depicting the Woyel Air Force in ection and ell
non-~seeret wolosicl chot by the ©,7.0, was made svailapie 0 the ’cwLreel
wounpenics,

Tt Wl othat by the fneretingl Sect on secwred lthe widest
tewsrocl Wt Wl £il recards male uy the verseas Detachments were aloo

wall used, i ®

~
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¥henever advantageous stories wore strengtheixed before issue to
the Nawmyodl Compenies by being roughly edited at Finewood,  Tho eatting
inoluded tho provision of a;:{ ropriate library matérials "su'etch:lng" od‘

shots of vital interest snd other optical work; the preparation of maps
.. end othor enisation ﬂequme;3 the provision of special scund tracks,
' " whe &reat majority of stories issued for ncwsreel use aeait,
- naturally, vith. BefeP subjects, chever, 1t sometimes ocourred for mwcns

: . Ha'berinl of thin class was also lssued t‘reely to the Reels, Reprosentative
7“0?193 in this category that the ﬁewmo:ls used .ot length eres- Anglo-

 Pebruary 19435 H.M. The King's visit to 1wlta, June 1943 Emption of

‘ V‘Wa M 3-913#; Liberation' of Rame, June 194k; Landins in Grocdd; -
WW 19%'3 Wﬁib& the Rhine, Maroh 191;5; Operation mm. ey, 19@0‘
mmﬂh qomplote . iasuea of the mmmals ware maﬂe up- m

; ““w ”“m’uﬁ W the P,P,U. . On more than cne oacanion P.P.Us matericl -
i‘m ‘w for 25% of the total fodtage used by =11 reels during a mﬁ-
B ﬁm ﬂakﬂ Wre 1nomred by maqv of the Un:lt's eamerm Bla
"_Pmta W Wmd the £ilma Bhom to the piblic tat, as Berv:lnc men, W

" had to rensin ononymous, In fact, tho Unit itself wes practically
t'..mmwz iy @ two or thres cocasions in three years wore the Roola

 asled to ¢ive a credit in the conmentary to the RoA?e Film mchwtm Mﬁ
for providing. ‘the materdal, ‘

L1 FoP-U. maderial was made evailsble to the Nem GW

: ﬁ'ee of "””‘“ On thoir ﬁido, the Jeusreels co-oparatﬁd Wy P““mm w

 the publie a fine pictorisl reaard of the vork and acmmmta of uwxml

Alr ?W ‘l-hroag!mnt the war,

’ These are the actual footages of F.,F.Us mterial wwﬁ hy the
~Nwwl“’r°m~hmhl9aztom1mmnuam~ : _

Geusont British News - 20,600 £, ’

Universal tlews - 21 800 ‘
, Patte Gasotto 24 700

Movietonewa - 20,900

Bm?t Troaty, June 1942; Dieppe Raid, August 1942; M, Churchill's oy E

i
of m"’ﬂ’ or exped:.emy that the F.P,U. covared a story of guwral m‘émet. i




7 Dxtercive use was 2150 made of the Unit's materisl in the ¥exr
Piotorisl Nmmreel, circulating in the iddle 2ast, and, although no
stetietlica-are aveilable, it is slso kpown that stories i1rovided by the

P.P,U, have heen widely used by Newsreels in Amerlca and other parts of

the world. - _ . N
. The #otal footnge shot by sll Scctions of the Unit rmounted %o
apmatﬁl? 2,643,000 feat, Much of this frotage hes deen used, and

- w}ll no doubt continue $o be used, by other Froducers, Service an\.d civilion,
The Unit hos 142elf made, from its awn materisl, short and reaznre-lazé*m

-£1lms eggragriiiug 128 cut produation reels; this figure does net inclnde

'DESERY VIOTOrY end the other big campaign filns although the Unit ‘played g
~active, if cubaldiary, part in thelr production. af thase 128 reels neny ave
£idms of lttle interest outside .the Service, but a list of the more notowostly é

~produgtions fﬂ given below, oo . J

B L

Hou of Recls
-~ (xmeal oquolo ‘

1 JOUMEY TOGETHFR ./ A featuro £ilm besed on the training .
) of airerew f£-r the R.A.Ps Hep Jast
campleted e successful West Ind
showing end will shortly be gemesrally
relessed ss 8 first foature,

9 NOW IT GAN BE TOID A f4Im record, in story~doounentary
( . ) style, of a Top 3ecret subjeot Hhat
Maqus 1t 1s hoped will shortly be Toloassd
to the public. Film not quite
camplete,

6 - THE R,A.F, IN COMEINED 4 secret £1lm dealing with
OFFR' IS the (theu) imninent invasion of
Used for speoialised

training and certain cmﬁﬂsmsh\l
showings, Soreened in the Hmed of |
Comsnons immediately after D oy,
Considered to be of sbsording
interest, rwpeated vequesis wure rwde
that it should be unde availehls Lox :
public exhibition, but the Seourity -
anthorities could not release its

¢ .
g & OPERATIONAL HEXGHT A story of ths work of P...F. water-
| borne balloons, Released |

aommercially. !i
§
!

j I THE BIC YACK A documentary story of R,A.F.
{ inintenance Commend, Released
comivreially.




4 NIGHT FLIGHT A £ilm on night flying end mop
reading mede for trazining purposes,
. . A shortened version in 2 reols, :
. was issued to the i, of 1, nonw
: theatricsl cirauit,

2 Wmamm\,.,AMMptimofmdmm
¥IELD, " civilian conditions in Naplea, '
) Issued a8 M.0.I. monthly specdal, -

1 BEAU GESTE 1942 .

2 . R.iv AP, OVER BUROFE  These four short films reccived

1 FRONT LINE AIR FORGE  non-theatrical distributiom.

2 VCHARDS THE OFFRNCIVE

3 SLYTNG DUTCH: U A £ilm about the Dutch nation
\. during the war and after tho

Liberation. iade {or end skom
by the Netharlends Governmtmty

!

2 SHIP BUSTERS Coastal Comeand*s battle agaifist ;
tho Germsan conveys, Pila Junt .
completo; intended for catporeial '

N releano,

2 30 THIS IS IDIA Serving conditiona in India
explained, Probable m—ﬂmm
distridvutio, :

2 AIUFIELD COEIRUCSIN & detailed tecimicsl Iilm Ga he

different mothods of airfield |
construciicn, Film not yoi ‘
-completed.

W © THE GEN . " A £iln megasine for oiyeulntion
withdn the Sexrvice, Seventan
issues of 2 reels eech plun

7 single reel supplements ot
operational material,

L sums
' Resulis were not ‘aghieved without cost, Thirteen members of tho
Unit lost their lives and seven others were taken jrisoner,
e cfficer who flew on 43 operstionel sorties was farced to bale
; out on ant cucusion and was torpudoed on enother without suffering injury,
but £owilly in February 1944, hewss jnvolved in a aresh and sustained very
grave injuricn, including total lo:ss. of aight. |
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Awards bulletins, with citations and biographical notes on new
appointa.nts, were included in P.R.2's per:.ouical output, as
were the "stories™ based on new Air d{inistry Jurders. The latter were
designed to anticipate, by careful explanation, any possibility of
injurious misinterpretation by a watchful press or, i .deed, misunder-
standing by R.A.F. personncl. It was sometimes necessary to issuc
an artiche or pamphlet on subjects such as the development of the air
routes of Civil Aviation, the wor: of Transport Comaand or the part
played in the Air war by thc Air Forces of our Dominions and
Colonies. Such articles were put out with the object of clarifying
certain aspects of the war which seemed likely to become obscure to
the public,

The sections devoted to the maintenance of detailed statistics
covered an exceptionally wide fields Writers in other branches of the
Directorate were constantly referring to the files of P.R.& Records
and the Press Cuttirigs Room maintained by the branchs This secti.oz\)
aoted as an aluost. infallible check and mich of the material put out

would never have been issued had it mot beem for the meticulous and day-by-

day maintenance of such records. Their ﬁw, of course, ware open to
all recognised newspaper correspondents and the game facility was
extended to the Dominions, U.S., and Allied Press, who shared all the

resources of the Press Room and other section of P.R.2
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: In addtion to ﬁéetﬁg the’ demaml for generalpess issues o
~iw¢m mtéa-asww every aaaw ﬂ‘%ﬁa@mﬁ ‘Wore catered for,
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L = L



™ o (b) P.R.z. FRESS LIATSON.

) 8 L P.R.;., nswa.uy lmmm,_ the Prepa Sectinnp yas fomed from

B _the Press and Publicity anep in June; 1940, ;. It. ,wgpwsta&fgd. by oivili.ans
seuprising 11 press Qfﬁoers‘,qnd 16, clerks; apd its.dutiss . covered an
ujaxtremely wide range. in  the. sphere of. R.x},g.’_,,,pgh;ioi_ty. - Broadly speaks.ng
it wps the offioial, Shannel, of; oumw.w ,Jzemthe aar Ministry on

?39_ Whﬂ% %m Pross m BeBeCe ﬁqn,}tgngo;mg and 3 ,,mmum

Pnggjs Mﬂﬂ ‘g, be ;amar;l,ge@p, h:g:-; o ssctz _—

Preparation.for pqhumtp of_q;;, hiwn. storise, mmea 1,,
| ”““tm 03, oXher Cgmmande. ., MpseEntly, 1ozued as
*“ ”‘*‘ i %eﬁwmwsh&ahs, sty of xnmmu.

.w» ..-1" ..a“‘Jm

g_:i:t.h awm:a B ‘I& S e

e ?’ 30\ wozda HO el veud guovibal o sosaly 8 wkved
l-’-R-& (Baitorial), a. -aub-5estion, of the bygRch,.dealt with

&hﬂ M%’E“&ﬁf Bewearticles on Gurent, genaral, and and teghmical -

aotivitiop of;the R.A.F. and all, air ;@p;gggﬂgmtg@q&wuoatun '

v' A ggyuhme and, overseas. ’

mEAs VA ek T
4F g ’!Bﬂﬁ(m).a»m reapqnsihla,tor -thegma intenancocof detailed
gk nshti&ti\cs ofmm*vaﬂpem of the Air Wary . . ('_:{.‘ i PO cot

a‘f'w"ﬂrmm @ i «Another‘ sub-se¢ojion. was .conoerned.: »witb‘ths*m‘hsﬁamnaidera’ble task
: r:af collecting and filing.all Press suttiogs dealing withthe-fr war.
.The Pross Room of PsBe2. wap Air Ministry's mainceensact with
24 i i the matlonal and provinoial Pregs throughout, the country and, . indirectly,
| throughout the Bapires - .. . .

¥
.

[

TS During the war a total of almost 19,500 bulletins were issued -
| . . the peak year being September 1943=September 1944 when Al02 were

produced = covering every agpect of the work of the Royal Air Porcé, and
Dominions Air Pmu.,mmwwhmwld there was also
£ ‘&g‘aw@wmmmzmm & a1

|
'




— . FEATVRES,

| When the Directorate of Public Hslstions wes being built up eordy dn the
. war 4t was realised that there was a demand for & typo of writiag which was not
easentislly news = feature articles of itexuy as vell as infomative charadter
mmm&twmwuwwamﬂmm&mtm
~ warla, and 8lso offiolal perphlots desoribing phases of the ir var or with other
 Biatordoo) aignificance,
Artioles vere being produced by varicus branshes, in particulsr P.R.2 and
E‘RJ, ond in caly 1w 4wl M MeA. St. Gedrge Scunders was -
) Weﬂ to write Jong ner.atives which couldsbe publizhed in peaphlet form, the
um badng "Battlec of Britain.” Mr. Sounders wao temporarily attaclisd to P.Re
. and AsI-6 cnd provided with the sorvices of a shorthand~-typet. |
A% a geaforence on Septesber 19, 19!;3, approval m given for tm formation
4 of @ small new dranch t6 bo liovn as Pai.1l, toborespumlblei‘ortb
. 'muam of pamphlets, articles ebo. Approval was sought for aa establishnent
‘ar throo Flight ldoatennnts ant o mmnapmm % work with Ze. Ssuniers, who
.MQW eppointuent. Mm:muwmcwmdeMW(hw
. Mneamhht)malm@inpmpmm It wos reported &b the
" gonfrence that 8, of S, was amkious to have o Adnilar narrative written ca the
Adx Battlo of ¥olta, and also that the E.A.T.S. Comnittes hed asked for the '

attachaent of en afficer, With guplifications similar to those of dr. Gounders, to
| the Deportment of AJL.7T. to produce & seriss »f nsrratives an training throughoat
thé Eopdre. . |

The nanes of varicus well=imown vribers were lster suggested, and there WS

. & mod deal ofdimwzm a eeﬁahliatmmta, speoinl appmmta. rates of pay
ohoe m a mimte to P.A.3,(6) dated Ootober 7, 191.1, £.0.4,8.(G) W
mumaotmaahy, “If wo are %0 have the pilc wo st hove the

woras!
By Hoveuber of thet yeor three officsrs hud been sppointed bo wark with
Mre Ssunders, snd the question of eppodnting another waz being cansiderele In
December a fourth writer was teken on to the staff end comnissioned in tho
RAFoVorie
Mr. Smunders’ appointment torminated on June 30, 1942, and the Work of
. r.n.n. vith soat of Atc etaff, waa telen over by P.R. 3. (umuﬂum e




dr. ceundors undertook oiher pamphlots, inoluding "3y adr to Jattle,' the acomnt

of the British alirbo.ne diviaions, and a history of the Jecani Tactical Ar

Roree.

Stmee The funotions of 7.2.5 foll int) three sestions= () Fublications in the

form of pamphleta snd the swply of feature articles; (2} hotogrephy;
In addition, following
disausaions betwsen the !inister of Alreraft “roduction end D.F.R., & tesporuxy

(3) Frotory ideison, b; moans of airarew visits.

oivil servant - with a olerk = ves appainted in July, 1343, to ect oa linison
offioer between the Direotorate and H.A.P. for the supply of information %o the

faotories and to other interested perties such aa domors of aircraft.

Yhe writing section of mebmmmmanwwmmmm

and suthors, some of wide reputation. There wero cocanicnsl changes in
persamsl, but the strength and high repate’ . : of the tens van aaintained until

the demobilisation process began.

Thore was also on tho ataff an oxe

ey

schooluaster and anthologist, and = for o sharter porind (until hia demtbilisatiam
in Grawp I) -aromrmw:uwwmmnnﬁw. both of vhan were i

soinly employed in reacarch and Eubeedsiting.
' me gathering of meterial for officinl panphlate and the weiting
a major task. A procedent in this style of publicotion, the first in the fhedd, -
hod boan set by "Battlo of Aritain® vhose cireilation (p)edn text editlon dnd.
41lastiated edition) ettsined o conbinsd ciraslation of TS than Ly 349,000
oopies - a still unbeeten record. ‘ '
The following is @ list of pamphleta with their oirculation m:

Title

Batitls of Britain
text edition)
Etmsmwd edition)

Comentt
¥e Speak fram the Al®
Air-dga Reacue
Boober Oomzond Cuntimes
Coastal Oommand
Boof aver Britain
@ Yenss of the R.ACF.
25 YeamY!'m
Over to Yo .
There'a Freedon an the Adr
Air Battle of Malte

Atlantic Bridge
Hedeite W mt

Gizealotion

2,099,900
2,250,000

£ 4
1 ,&WO
170,

MY A
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In adilition the following books were produced by - or on uehalf of the
branch but ;ublished through privaie houses:-

The Greatest People in the “orld : 16,319 Septenbar, 1942
Vings of Var ) 6,500 Jamary, 1543
Bow Sleep the Brave ' 10,331 Angnst, 1943
The V.A.A.P. in Action 20,300 August, 194
Therets Somothing in the ASr 5,730 Hoveabor, 154Gk
Middle Eest (A Jtudy in Aip Porer) 30,000 Decanbar, .24

Yhen the wars with Ce.meuy and Jopen hed ended the following pumphlets wure
eithar svedting publicatdon or wers in processa of production:- ,

Mexvhant Alruen
Battle of tho Ilying. Bo:sb (mcluding a soction an V2)

‘By ALr to Battle
RIAOFO w L'I\QL‘
Hediserranaan Alr Campaign

By the end of the war with Cermany the muber of sir Winistry peaphlets and
backs, exolusive of editions in foredgn languageo, had reached 2 totel sale of
well over- 40,000,000 coples.

Poil3 E;aintaimd also a large and ateady cutput of feature artiocles far
publscation in Britain, the Rupire, Anerica and noutrul qountrics. A canoarted
offort was made to publicige the R.A.Fs in Amaricon NEwBpApers and megasinde, ﬁ
the whole vith suoceas, deapite the gmt mubor of obotabless Such articles hid
to compete With the spate of acooumts of U.8. Alr Forve sotivities, and hed to
have ezceptional werit and nowe valse to Bo ccosptebls. It vas found Ghat | !
sdgned artiles stood the beot chame of piblicatfon in the Azoricen mrtet,
eapealally those written by a “name*imown in that countaye.

P.Re3 6rtfoles were written ou subjeots selected in the bransh itself, ov fu
rospunoe 60 requests from editors and from the Peatures Diviadon of Mnistey of
Information . of I. placed the artioles with appropriate publications '
oversess, end the head of I.R.5 also seleoted likely maritets in Brifein. hese
articles’ were issuod free, but thore were ovesions whan sddtors insiated on
meking a payment es en indication of their appreciotion end tho monay was edther

paid to the Tresairy or to bengvolent funds.
%



In just over 1rive years - froa June, 130 5. the end of hostilities = P, a3
produceu 3,850 misceliancous articles. a figure ropresenting s.awthing like
6,525,000 vorda. '

The writing at;a.t'f vng sometimes mobilised for special tasks, en example _
being the writing of wany thousamis of words = describing the w.rk of varicus
seations of the 2.A P = for a special R A.F. muber of the leading Amexican
aviation journel, "Fllyinﬂ,-" for which ...3 photagrophe were alao mppl'.iaﬂo aAn
officer of the Direotorate ns sant to americs to sce the mngeains in proof and
%o supervise its produotion. )

In Jomory, 121, a weekly eir comentery was sterted for cdreulation
throughout the world, which wse to becoms the brench‘s most payuler feature.
with the by=line of "Inaide Rewa of the Adr war® and signed "Wing Comgnder
fi. V. Praser® {e wes continued with ut interruption u.#l the Japaness .
copitulation. The first muber, dated J’amazy 8, 191, s entitled "Canere
Roids an Germany Guido Dombers®; tho last mmber, the 2h6th dcaue, datéd
Septambar 1, 1945, bore the heading "Vings of Buxma Victony.® ‘

The articles were produccd wosk by week within tho brench until the ond of
tho war with Gormuy. Then = vith the aasistance of a "shodow Fysser” to |
sccommodate the change-over, they were written by Air Informetian, Southrdesb aniny

Invaluable help in sup,lying information for tho Praser compontary was s&m i
by the v.rious comimd 3.7 R.0'8 When roqiested. Thase veekly articles vere
translated int. cevérdl languages and at psak were estimated to have a resding

»

pablioc of sametuing iike 300,000,000. . E
"¥ing Commender Freser™ wes a poa de p.umw, and caborressing ELMUNtions araad
when the wing Cosmander was invited to asdresa olub lunchomn meetings o vhan

reqaests were made fox his photograph.

Fhan the Fraser feature eventually terminated ior, G» Grafton Green, Peatiires
kditor for the Ministry of Information, wrote the following:

It is no exnggoration to say thet the Fraser commentary has been the most
auccessful of all the regular features sent out by the Ministry during tho wad, .
and 1s one of tho best exemples I have met of perfeot co=operation botwéen two
Departments, <@ could not have achieved such a wide circulation for the comtntary
if the standard had not bean meinteined at such & high level, and the faot that thia
has been possible is, I think, es great a tributo as cne could pay to the
efficienoy of PeRe3.

In the spring of 194l four R,A.P. Official Observers were appointed from tho

staff of P.R.3 %o write srticles, for releaso an D Day, about the preparations for
/the



the liber-ats_m of .estem Luropw, and to cover the activities orf the 2nd Tuoticel

air ‘om' Tira {ram in;land snd then Ifrom the Continent, The I'irat Official

dbserver g, “¢ ormanly on D plus 6 to cover the evacuaticn . wounded from
the first lan. ., stip vehind she boaches, and he and #ws othor officers then
Lok WIS in oy uesntens §o nd Tuse?. antil the end of the var with Germary.
Thelr wori Wes adnly with 83 Group, the spearhead R.ieFe Croup covering the

Second irny, <tise three worked with 33 Group through rrance, Belgium and

follend into ‘m.ww one of them, between whiles, Jluw to ihe Lalkans to write
P

about Redof, aﬁ-tlwug_eg there, The rourth, arter visiting flying-bomb sites

across the Chaxmcl, unde o short tour or South-east .sia, “he names of these &

Observera wepy R0%0d with their articlos.

Anothar officer on the staff also mede on extensive toury escoupenied by
& photegraghor, of bosbedsmage sites in Fronce and Bolgiime o

Somo months before the 1fting of the ben on Radar publicity o series of
m&dwmtmmam,dml@mmimlomm&mwwd&'mm
end the Wwiter of thoas was eppolnted to the Rodar Pblioity Pusle' An Afe
H0is®y pomphlot on regar was conteuplated at the tine, but tis projoct was

later droppeds The trnnch however supplied Service mblicetions m.thaz-uc:.aa C
Redare N

Aftar the defeat of Gernany many subjects previously on the cocret list
vere nade aveilahle for. articles; fentures ware aloo writton on 65pects of EeAdP,
aotivitles which hed not been considered sufficiently “newswerthy” in tho heot
of battle, such, for exemple, as the Watory of Maintcnanoe Coumnne .

Poks.mu:gsmnEﬂaawwmazuamak.mmm
pericds 11, Latemauwueammmwnmmwmmmm
oo rank of the heod &f the branch = responsible for all seotiom - wus Ving
Coumanders /

The following cament an the work of PeRe3e (in addition to that clresdy
gm‘)mareceim fram Mr.Crafton Green, Publications Division, HimMstxy of .
Inoformaticn .

" During the whole of the war feature ar.icles [roducod by PeRede ware
handled by Publicaticns Diviaion of the Minlstry of Infomotion ondy after baing .
sub=odited and vhare nocessary illustrated, were sent through the Regiomal
Division of the !inistxy to the various lreas Attaches inm foreign_comu'!.ea and

/t0ecce



(o) the usefulness of being sble to attach, when oocosicn arosa, o
well=knovn ncmos to articles vhich would otherviae not have
been publisheds Frequently the cnly way of obtainming spese in
a Press vhich 13 oither indiffcrent or hostile is by an artidle
with an suthorifative sijnoturoe There 18 no éoubt ;.n our
experdonoc thot more publicity oculd have been achicved in the
early stages of the war if wo had hed articles =dgned bty high
rencng offioern of the efelte though the objectioms to tids .
cowso ware reld to cutweishd the advantegese
The rirat photogrphers rearuited $o the Direotoratc from Floot Street
worked for a short time in oivilian alothes while amaiting thodr uniformse These
uniforrm were Of ReleFe officern’ design and clothy but bore Do rings of ranly) - |
the buttona were bledks Then a blue flash was worn bearifg the words "RyAdFs
Offioial FPhotegraphers” meamummwmmﬁﬁ
mkmmmmmammwmpim.mwmmww
of threatened arrest by guerdse
mmwmamemﬁmmmwtmmw*n
nmmnc.mmm@apmmmummwoﬁomcmm
mamarmmewmuwmmmmwwmmm .
authorigation "ReAFs Speoisl Duticse® The black mmmmmlmﬂwm: "
regular btrass service typoe o
The position was ecaned, but the photographers still ind no reul A
inaicnine They hod been Tecruited at a nalery of &500 a years s AT for
overzees pervices Rach had boan requested to bring his cvm ommsrng which were
bought by Adr liinistry on the wrerstanding that the equipment could be
ro=purchased when tho cwnar left the cervicee
In Novemberglohy the photegraphers wore gronfed Courteoy Civilian
Commissions with the reonk of Flying Officore Thay cantimicd %o bO pald the agreed
salarye Then early 4n 1942 the position won regularised, ari thay were
coomisnioned in the o . «Veve, with sarvice poy and allowanoeste

5:‘.
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Younger men had by this 4imo benn brought on to the staff. At firet
the photogrophers, scue of vica hed served with the :teF.Ce in the last wory had
to be uver the age of 35s From the begiming thay had flown es nossengel e
Photographers oh oparationn, and thon those whose nge and oedical otandsrd
qualified them to ée 80 100k on alr gumory courge to ensble than to £y as
morvers of arewss

'fne_éonu-ol cf offisiel photographers and the handling of thoir piotures
van transferred from PiRe2e and baosme the responsibility of Peleje A workfedde
rhwtographic coverrge wan rrovided for the Directorate by thess officer camoiugong
205t of whom were walleimown in Fleet Street or with ;;mvimtol nowapoparse It
WSy in efiect, en officiad photographic sgenoy with répresentatives cn all the
war fronts, with heudquarters and developing andl printing facflities in Londony
and clso with dsck rooms in Rome, Cedro and Calouttss (In the carly daye the
photographars had to rely on the mited and hardeproseed OFFice of Verks
Fhotographio Departnent for their printing ard developirge)

Pictures wore distributed to nowepepers emd mngnsdres in Britadn and
Mhmmtm%hthemmmefmﬂon. and thedo wes @
ddstribution of plotures mm through branches of the Hs of Xe 48
Ouloutta (serving India and iustralie) and in Caire (for mmm ,'{g
the Middle Bast end Russdne) , B

Plotures for imerica wore diatrﬂmﬁeﬂ through the Britdch Information f
Services in New Yorke The firat plotures ofmfmdmwwm ' Aok
vere taken by a PeRe3s photographer flying ia e muaeamm adxarafty anam ‘
were sent by cir direct fran Coloutta to New Yaiite )

The shotographic sootion had two broed funotions = (I)WWM“
plotorially evay eotivity of the Red.Pey vhothor 16 was the dayeigpeday "hot®
neus or the uormnl routine work of the vericus commanie and gntadlishmants, eb

homs and oversens} (2)mmaeammp¢mwwmwwwm
88 the R.A.Fs vyms conoarnede

In sfdltion tho officls) thotegryrhers served tho aoarodited nouapaper
Hotogrophers by enmuring thet thetr pletures were trensmlttod to thelr offiows
by the quickest pos:iblo ueanse Thers wes the closest cowoporaticn botwoen
newspaper comerrmodl ol olede repreventetives in all parts of the wordd whare
the ... v8 Oerating,

.

\ "
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The officl.) nhotczropher troi jiwt in operationsl flishte os &
watier of routi e, and nagy of thelr plotires wore amons the most outatending
of the ware Thoso withous airegune glificntions flev as pasaengerse
Plotwres wero cbtcined on dvy and axgchi atvacts;  in night . i hiers; on the m‘
potaols and saipping strikes of Coratsl Command) at homp and oversease
On occazions the vhotogranhiers uged aircruft specially szllocated to
theme lany of the pictuces of the Middle Best caupeign were teken from &
Blenhoim bombecr provided for thal puricce. isstars were used on ihe Sostam
TFront after D Day,
Alr Miniciry pmwmphém _were vdth b *W A4F. Stril:igm
in Prenoe in 1940, and tusy retwrned on D Duy in 1iks following the 208
Teatical ALr Force through Frauca and the Low Countriss into Germany, rencining
there with tho oir coeponunts of the coapation forcese Thay were 4in Cregoe
and Grote, Syria, Inag end Abyssinis, end they cerved througheut ‘the Middle Dast
oumpodgn 4n the desart and later in Itely aud Scuthegact Asiz, They flow "the
By’ an also cperated on the Jungls sdrficlds of Bumae Oxo photogrephes was
amtdmmtmmm. but received only minoe injurys
While the Scoomd Arxy was meking $$8 crossing of the Ehine
W@hmnmaemmmmmmwmm
covering the edvunce of the trocpse The firet plotures Allustrating thia E
operation on March 24, 1945, to be roeived By newspapars Fron XY GOUNGE BN
those taken by an offiocisl photogragher of glidexe sotting off from Englonfle
They ware received hy tho lendon “evuninge” mtmmmnmmww.
Alnont every day throughout the war Alr Mimabry efficdal W
were used in the national and provinodel newspapers, and hunircda were
publiahed monthly in mega-ines in the British Countmrealth, tho Amsrican
Contireat amd neutral countriese
"¢ average mumbar of plotures issusd esch day to Mindetry of
Info:mnidon from PyRe3e Was 25, There were oacastons, however, Wien a8 nonRy

ac o handred differcnt Actures were sent oute A total of a quarler of &
millien prints were circulateds
The photographio lidrary which hes beea built wp provi&ea a
unicue reoﬁ?& of the air war, oparatianally cal othonvdio, frem 1939 omvutise
By the end of the wer vith Japen very rony more than 30,000 soparate
/photozrpiicesso



rhcloz-aphic subjecte were in the filese Besidss nsws pictures o large library
of portrdts wus budlt upe i velleinoim cameresportrsit specialist wes
roaauited and oormdusioned Tor thnin worke
A wide renge of handeosmeras was used by ofricisl thotographers at
vardous timna, but in due course the equinment beoome standardised to three typese
o L SRR P8 2005 2,9 o 1 s gt f st hotesy
! wam Smodgraphic for generol work in black and white, and for direot
colour photographye
F CTORY. - 1T301
Pectory liainon by RedeFe personncl dates back fo iugusty 1940, vhen
4dr Narchal Sir Arthur Barrot%, recontly refurncd from Fronces visited the
Howkar and Bristol factorios to tell the vorkers what a fine Job they hed douge
The importance of fostering the relotionship botwsen fectery workers smd
ommmmwwsmwmwam.wmmmm
rraotice whonever the opportunity offerede mmmm@mmm
Manmagaoflzwutnamnﬂxmmde.miwmammm ]
seleoted by the Group P.R,O's ond "brlefed” by thome IR
In November 19,0 a lisizen officer was appointed to ﬁhﬂwﬂ
Fublic Relations, His tams of reference were "o be responsidle for liatsun
‘between Alr Mindstry and tho Commands on the one sﬂﬂoandﬁ:eummﬁ
wmmﬂmmmwrieawﬂwotMeﬁo.wi&ﬁmobMd _
mangwmmmwnmwmmmmwathum&nw
them.uﬁﬂsiﬁewmlm in the Pectories to statioms where thely products '
were in use, and aloo with the cbjeot of inoreasirg th amunt of photeprabey .-

1itarature and other matter avsilable to provide a clesar link botwsen. the
service amd the Intustrye® DeRe@'s continusd to select sudteblo menbers of

mmmawasmeMMtw, for attachmanty -

0 DePoile dining their period of "rest® following un operationsl teur, while

awalting new postings, or while recuparating from wounds and illnesge 2 e
Botweon March, 1941 and March,l$i5 more than 350 offdcers mmc.o--

vere sttuched for leng or short periods, and they visited L.m fectories

‘wuler the contwal of simdatry of Adroraft Iroduction aml mni.atry of Supplye *

In aicitien 136 visits were paila o iloyal (bserver Corps Groups,; 110 to the
National Fire Service, 15 to the admirilty Nore Command, 10 to the 1.TeOey 20

to the Ministry of Informaticn ror wwricus @setings, WO to Maticnsl Savings
/8unntiensocooo



functions, 29 to Tochnicol Training Comsand units, and 10 t0 Jar Office unitse

ifter the end of the Japenose war tho attoched airorew members contimned
tholxr feovcayevisiting, and also tock a jrominent part in "Thankngiving Teek®
caupaigns on bohals' of lintional Savingse

Reports from factories clearly showed the benefioiol effaof‘; of such
visits on tho morole of the vorkers ond consequcntly en outpute ﬁx\ia vog
eapsoially true for son and wasen doing “repetitive® viork and meking vitol moeld
pexrta rr.t'bl".ox;t seeifg the completed aptioles Interest in their qob wes rovived en
hearing from pilots snd other menbers of crews to vhat use those parts were pute.
Typlonl of same of the belter results of theso viaits was the osse of 300 wemen
workers in a fastory producing cleotricnl spparatust ihey gave up their rest doys
vhan two pilota (each with & leFeCe) asked them %0 ake 500 axtra pleces of
equipmonte Lass than a week later the pilots wers told that 1,000 pieces of
squipment wore waiﬁng to be taken awaye

Ona-mtheroooanimtwopﬂ.o'bs ariived at a fastory o find thot the
zen wers dus to cumg cub an stxike tbnt aftermen. maymtedmmmm Qo
of the pllots desaribed how the mm in the Reses risked their lives avery
othar night for far less monays and at the end of the friendly talk tho werkors
Wuwzrm;ammewm.mmﬂmwmumammw.
They decided to call off the striles '

T};e latter was an exceptional case, becsuse the speakers wao nzm:.'l;
instrusted not to take port in controversial topicse The following 4s o list of
guidance hints providec for the speckersie

" Roints for spo.kers vhen talling to siroraft workerse
DONE talk at the workers = make your vidit sppear infurmal, £riendly, in foot
nlnost onsunl,
SONT telk politicse -
DONT beccme imvclved in éiscussions ou controversial subjoots, sudh as working
conditions, retes of sayy or matters of peliay, nens of which gercerm Jote .
DONT 1f you have visited a factory bofore, draw comparisonse
DOIT if asked quontions, yive awry operatlonsl socvetie
O = vhie vildng round tue shops = enga e individund orkers in convernatien.

Let Sl see you are interusted in tho job they arc doing rmd that the RoA.Fo
/&mh!tcﬂoeooooe



.ociates their worke

0 = striko a note of friendshipe
DO = reuanbar the workers are zare than intersstod in Jowr jot uaad -1l mnt to
know 2l about it,
DO = atresc that we sxe all in this war together nd that 1t 4s enly by a ccudined
effort on the purt of the 3.A.F, and thooe eng:god on ~droraft produciion that
Germany cal be bombed harder then ovet's
0 ~ 2sk whoever conducts you round, to introduco you to the chop steward of each -
dopartuente This areatos a good improssion, as he roproscnts the worksrse .
2 MCMEER the more infomal you are the botter, ands when you give your talk dwring
the lunch howr, tell tham all about a raid, or a flight in which you wore engageds
RVELER YOU reprosent the Reyal iz Force, and that YOUR AUDLIICE ere intensely
intervated 4n YOU and YUR Jjobe Thuy don't expect you to be a Public Spoclser, tab
they do feal thay are alao port of the R.A.Fe Avoid giving the impression that ¢
is o "pep” tolk ~ you uavo not been asked to visit the faotory for thad ressony the
fdea behingd the viult 15 as much for your borofit ss that of the workevsl

e narmal procecure at these visita was for the apeaker « (or apsalkers)
to be donducted round the fastory, to enadle him to ses the kind of wesiz boing
undertakon end to chat with the warkpeople, end then to give an informal oddress ‘
during the lundhson brecks or the spesker might be oalled on to talk to $he might
shif¥e Tho operatives ware alwayw insistent on hearing of tho speaker?s exporicnces
"an opa”, and ho was expectial to uske reference to tho profust turmed cut by the
povticular footarys Ab the cend of his tolk he was subjectod to questioning, d
probebly o tht signing of autograph bookae \

The relustance of uirares parsonncl to "zhoot o line®, as they called 4¢,
hadtobeommej butaaﬂmybeummmofthngroatimmw this
,re].avionmip botween factory uarker amd flying man their defindtion of that Alp
Foreo term becume lesd dercgatorye

The Faotory Lisison Ceotlon of Lg #Te formet & "lircchootars® Club® with

et .
Lo L
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an honorary mambers! list hoaded by Adr Narahal Sir irthur Barratte ALl mambers of
the section beoems enrolled ia the olub which held social funotions ond hed plens oy
essisting 1ts members aftor demobilisstions

In Jly, %), 2 vivilian llaisen officcy between .drniaery of Adrerafb

Froduotion .al the iivesiwute was .ppointed, and given accemmwdaviog i PokoJde

/axwengaantsseoco
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Arvergauents ‘were made with Bazbar, Fighter and Cosstal Qommands 40 mupply
stories exolusively for the Mnistry, and adrfreme, ongine and propeller mmberse
Regulor tolegrams woare sent to fuotordes, immedately after an onerationg
infaming them that airoreft, engines or propellers manufactured Ly them hed
tnken parte Fel. ab Harrogate identified the factories over the, talaphons hy
moens of & codoe These telcgrums, and the scoounts of operations which
followed = often displayed on tha fagtoriea' notice boards - wars groatly
aprreciated, anl were foundto meintein the operatdves' interect in their werk
m"keepthenmmpmm. '
Ammmommmmwmmmww
mhm@tbm-mmamd‘%wtiﬂﬁesdwmfﬂm
they had oontributeds This necessitated the perusel of squadron reperts, sither
at Alr Minfetry Ubrary or by PeRe0%0 on airficldne Commands were clso rogueted
o [rovide artioles on gift and awdlicry squedronse Attenpts wre mede, R4
without vary muoh success e beceuse of the great Gemands on PuReO'a in othar
direstions = wobeaaatorzaamlaumtovmmofoqmmmm

Contaot was made in this work with HeUsheFs, Rol‘u».?o. RelleZoAePey %

’.

Wﬂa%hﬂammmm.‘ ‘ | ‘.-r:.

. paseing to the faotoricae ' ' S
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(d) PaRgle = Books and amadcaata.

— e e

The work of P.7... covirad all radio puslicity for the 2,1.Fe (oth‘ar
than entertainment) and the serutinising of mesnusaripts subaitted for
publication by serving zumbers of the Reiefe and WeA,s.8,

Broadcasting:

Sroadcasting provided a wide field of publiclty and cvery advantage
was taken of it, The B,B,C, alone radiatel programses to various -arts of
the world in many lalngunges throughout the 24 hours, covering every part of
the British comonwaalth,, the Peoifio, North Amorioca and Zurope, as well ag
maintaining the lkmo and Genersl Forces programmgse Lhere was a vm'aouns
demand for flying topics, in addition R.A.F. publi.oiw was arranged with
fow sAmerioan companies operating in London = the Mutual Broadoasting ‘ ‘
Systep, the Nationnl Broadcasting ccmw, the Colubia Broadoassting m |
and the Zlue Network, Another broadoast wh.i.ole was the A.B.S.I.B., the
Amerioan propeganda sta ioni in Rurope, cma&m‘aawwdhamt-to-
coast hoolmup through the Canadlan Broadcosting Corporations

As often as 4t could bs minaged, mawbars of eirorew responsible for
outstanding operations ware takan to the miorophons to desoribe .their
'preriemas. Such broadcasts gana‘any tool placo in the B.B.Oo

enemy targots, attacks on enemy shirping, t‘ightor gweeps, the eveouation \
of éa\suélties and supply dropping. In short, eome of the most drematic -
stories of the work of the R.A.F, wers told over the miorephone by tho men

who had participated in them, - .
Arrangements were mads, whensver posaible, for B.B.C. rscording vans = |

to vigit R.A.F. stations during operations, to make redordings. All suah
recordings were available to othaer broadsaating eompaniess A conaidershld
ampunt of bmmuw”wuﬁswmalmmrmrormmmmu. A

Besi«sitmofm&ntemwlm,mmmtmmm
on the gensral work carrisd out on airfields and on aspeots of life in the

/RiAFe



«’e?e Thease talles were given in the !lome Service and in all the overseas talks
program es of the different corporations at various times. Sush a talg mizht be
broadoast in as many as 26 languages.

shanindon and allled personngl broadcast to their own countries -~ in their
own language - on topical subjects and operational experiences,

Pel.4 asaiated the B,B.C. and other broadoasting organisations to cbtain
Raterial and personnel for *features” broadcasts, scmetimes desoribed as
“documentaries”. They were on such topios as "Battle of Britain™, "Bomb Doors
Gpen”, "Bozbers Over Berlin®, "Balloon Barrage?, "Fighter Pilot ", "Perry
Pilot", etos These were drematised accounts of various phases of R.A.F. woric,
When the ban on radar publioity was raised an outstanding radar dogumentary was
broadsast, written by Ceoil Magivern as a result of faocilities arranged for him
by the brunch, '

There were also "outaide actuality® broadoasts by B.B.Ce commentators,
paying visits to atations with their recomding gear. From time t6 time
arrangoments were made for tavadcasting representatives to fly on operations, -
recoxrding their impressions while in flight. Oms of the most outstanding of
these recorded the conversation between mambers of the orew of a Lancaster
over Berlin, made by Wynford Vaughan-Thomase Acoounps of m\ﬂighﬁs ware
ade by X4 Morrow and Richard Dinblehye |

P.R.4 made its own records £or historical purposes of R.A.F aotivities,

- sush an the briefing and interrogaiion of orews.

At intervals of sbout a fortaight, over a long period, a war comuentary was .‘{}‘

bmadoastbymmaemorotfmrmyingtmmmwmm :
'BY the and of hostitities, P.R.. had organised nsarly 4,000 broadeasts, amd

the bransh's work contimed well into peacetims. Some of the talks on

operational topics ware colleoted and published, with titles such as "Wingsd Vo

"We Speak from the Air®, and ver to You, (The firste-mentionsd was a Book

Soolety ohoics), - ,

Up to June, 1945, the muber of Air Foree broadcasts wags just under 3,500 =
averaging 1} a day throughout the war, This fhgure did not inalude the great
quantity of R.A.P. materiol of a misgellaneous nature supplied for inclusion
in broadoast programmes of all kinda.

fohe



The following is a table of talks e_;iirea by British and Allied personnel from

the beginning of the war to tho end of hostilities in surope;

itigh 1,709
Australiang 255
French 181
Canadiang 167
Sauth ifriosns 152
New Zealanders 135
Czechs 86
Poles 35
Rest Indians o7
Dutch S5h
Cypriots 5h
Americans 51
iadiang 31
Rorwegians 23
West SLricana 15
Hungarians 1
Jiscellansous 86

’.222 |

Sexipts '
it wes deareed that all soripts written by serving mambers of the R.A.P. and
WeisisPe ON oorvics subjects, intendsd for publication, should £irst be submitted
to P.Rue The branch acrutinised the material for suitadility and arrenged for .,
1ts passage through security (AL.ée)e - | L
A consierable mount of such material was dsalt with, ranging frua sharf

nowspaper artioles to novels, autcbiographics aml books on operetifnal topica. G
There were also short stordes, poems, plags, film soripts, drawings and letters '

to the Press. Tue procddurs was for the writer to subwit his mamuseript t0 '3{ !
}

PR through his commanding offiger, If a technical subjeot was involveds . S
P.Ro4 oomminicated with the branch or direstorate concerneds ﬂ
Oue copy of the saript, finally approved and possibly asmended, was Feturncd. ; |
%o the sender Witk as autioris tion form granting pemisaion for publisation, ‘
The dupliocate copy was retainsd by I.R.4 for record purposes. When pernigsion
for publication could not be granted - for reasons of poliqy or seourity -
the author was lnforued of tho reasons for withholding approvale '
Publication was the autiwr's reagpousibility, and while P.R.4 did not advise
on this watter, the authorization,form gontained ‘nfomation as to whare such

advige i th% be obtaincde
AR average of betseen 25 and 30 seaipls we.e dealt with esd the there

/oo
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a8 a tendenoy for the submission rate t: rise after outst:nding operaticns,

vhe following list of some of the books approved by the branch indicates

the wide range cf manuscripts submitted:

Al Cowmmentary

Bombers®' Battle

Bomber 2ilot

Coastnl Carwaapd at cap
Coxbat Report

Digpsraal Point

Last Nnemy

Jlot Peace tut a Swrord
One of our 2ilots is 3afe
Pathfinders

Spitfire

Tail Gunner

Girls, You irage ie
Wirgs over Olympus

What are your .ngels Now
Build lHigh Your Walls
Sky Sweepers

Arise to Conguer

Ialani Fortress
2ractical 3tro Navigation
fidthout the Option
Libyan Log

Indian Ailr Force

Doodle=bug Diary

Ineny Coast Aheod

Wie Defy

Very Little Sand
Fighter Pilos

G/Cpt. lielmore

A Viing Comzander
5/14dr, Cheshire
5/ldr, Dudley Gordon
5/Ldr. Bolithe
S/1Ldr, ?udnew
F/Lt, 1

ifc, szbs

F/Lt. Simpson

F/ ist. Rivas

/Ldr. Noble

9, » Wisdom
S/Ldr. Palham Groom
F/Lto t‘pblchy
}t Wilmn

1/Cdr. Jonaa .

(Y uﬂdmm
G/Cpt. Whittle
F/[Jto 0311718
W/Odr. Russell
L.,A.C.W, Bowden

_v/car. Gdbson

FLt; .Sutten
/0..Coff
P/Lt, Ritchie



(e) P,R, and A, 1.5, and 6, SiC

In September, 1939 there was no orgrnisation at Air Ministry oz;

‘elsevhere which would ensure that the public demend for news about Royal Alr

Force operations should be balanced with security requirewents, #1l such news

was issued by the Press Sestion, a civil branch which was provided with full

details of all operations and had aeccess to all secret reports, but—as—=a—civid

all searet—veperts, but as a oivil branch was not controlled by Air Staff,
Nominally the Director of Intelligence vas supposped to be consulted before
information was published, bui as he had no staff allocated for the purpose it
was, in practice, impossible for such consultation to be made, particularly im
view of the feet tnat to meet the needs of the Fress and B,B.C, quick edvice at
any time of the day or night had to be given, The result of this wes that there
was really no effeotive security control at all, To provide this control A.L.6.
vwas oreated,

Air Intelligonoe 6, known throughout the Rea.F, as A,I.6. hed two special
funotions throughout the war - internal censorship for security and for Air
Staff polioy. It shoyld be emphasised that ths duties of this branch had
nothing whatever to do with censorshiy as the word is generally understood by
+he publio, I‘é was not concerned with any material originated by the Press or
emanating fram-any souroe outsiée the Air Ministry and the R.A,F. It was in
effeot, a detached branch of Intelligence and its duties might be designated as
follows:=
1, (a) Bxamination for seourity of all material that the fir Ministry

and R.i.P, proposed to publish, in order to cnsure that rothing -,
issued was directly or indireotly ?aeful to the enexy.

(b) Exomination of ell material in order to ensure that no material

issued was contary to the jolicy of the Air Staff,
2. To compile the Air itinistry Comaunijues,

In the execution of its first funotion .,i,6. was guided by the
Direstor of Intelli ence (Seccurity), whilst on gyuestions of Air Steff policy 1t
was guided by the Assistant Chicf of the :ir staff (General).

In the course of these wuties the branch was oalled upon to consider & .

wide range of subjeats, many of them bein; of an extremely teolniocal nature.
‘ /noooooo
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In such cases, of course, subjects were referred to the departments most
qualified to cive advice, and ., 1,6, vas _uiled by the views of these experts.
Anticipa*ing considerzbls ¢ifficulties in the publicalion of ..atters relating to
aiporaft and airoraft equipment, e Commitiee, ropresentative of all interests
congerned, had been rreviously set up for the spceifie purrose of deciding what
information should and should not be released on these subjeats, The Committee
was known as The Release of Technical Information Committee and A I.6, was
representeod,

Material from outside souroes auinitted viuntarily for censorship was not
handled by A.I 6. but was passed to the Ministry of Information, Neither did the
branch concern itself with material of a seoret or eonfidential nature not
intended for general publication,

A8 its seaond funotion A.I.6. compiled Air Ministry communiques from
0por§tiona1 information suprlied by the War Room at Air Ministry and by the
Caommands oconcerned, Th; bulletins consisted of brief official ammouncements on
R.AF, operations, It was found convenient to issue separate ccmmuiniques for day
and night operations and for offcnsive and defensive operationé. On cocasions
when enemy airoraft operated over this country as many as four communigues were
issued during a period of 22.. hours, During the war a total of 5,178 Air Ministry
ocamuniques were issued., Many were igsued jointly with other departments.

For example, communiques dealing with the attacks on submarines or comvoy
protection were issusd Jointly with the Admiralty, whilst those dealing with
ene;xrw activity over the British Isles were issued jJointly with the Ministxy of
Home Seourity, In this connection it may be pointed out that, whilst enemy
activity over Britain was the concern of Air Ministxy, the dmgpi.ng of bombs
and consequent damage and casualties were the concern of the Ministry of Home
Security. Identical statements were issued by the Americans and Alr Ministry
when R.A.F. fighters provided escort and cover to# UeSeAdAFe bombers in t_heir
earliest operations from British bases, This co=ordination of offiloial
announcei.ents between Alr Ministry and other Services and the Allies of Britainm
worked very smoothly throughout the war, The Juprems Headquarters of the Allied

Expeditionary Force issued its own camuuniqués.
/on
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on occaa::.ons when it was desired to issue an item of operational news
before full reports had been received a brief interim statement, known as a
“flash® was issued. A flash consisted of one or two sentences confined to the
mere amnouncement that such an operation had taken place. Flashes were written
by A.I.6. and telephoned to the Ministry of Information, where they were
immediately issued. They were not attributed to the Air Ministry but, when
published were introduced by a phrase whioh indieated the source, i.e. "It is
learned in London". The use of flashes proved partioularly helpful-durm the
winter of 194041 when the chief items of war news in the early morning B.B.C.
bulletins were almost invariably announcements of enemy bombing in Britain. In
conveying the information the flash was usually able to state that our own

e —E— -,

bombers had been over Germany at the seme time,

. Apart from the main funotions of the bremch, membera of A.I.6. staff gave
general guidance on the signifiocance of current operational iufomtion and on \
the investigation, on behalf of Air Ministry, into breaches of censorship, During
most of the war the staff mumbered approximately 12 offisers, rising on occasions
to 15. Thay were reoruited very largely from the legel profession. No
diffioulties arose from the operation of the Relsase Schemo as tl;e deoliss in
the volume of work c00igrided mors or less with tho demobilisstion of the staffy '; |

!hmughottt the war a Zy=hour shift was maintained,

A.I.6. as mentioned above was respomsible to the Direotor of In%onismq:«
(Sesurity) for sesurity, but under the comtral of and responsible to the
Director of Public Relations for policy. This was gensrally conaiﬂemd. ﬂtm
A.I.6, at least, as a somwhat unst -isfectory arrangement. It was feolt that i’

;d

would have been better if the department had been on the strength of the D. of
1(S) under A.C.A.S.(I) but responsible for cammmiques, whish were often.
involved with Alr Ministry poliay, to the P.U.S5. 3
Similarly it is strongly advocated that B.A.F. Press Cansors overscas
should be on the strength of Intelligence ratber than on that of Publio Relat

With the Press Censors on the strength of Public Relations the situation oould
and 4id arise of a F/It. censor having to refuse his 0.0., a Group Osplain or ¢
Wing Oommander, permission to issue a story or a photograph which the 0.0.

was pressing to get released, Alternatively, the sensor might be persu

against his better julgement to give his permission. Either of the (
gituations areobviously undesirable and do not make for the effis

I
AP fananrahin Aar. in the lone run. of Public Relations. \
- ) S y
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Leference hes been pede sbove to ths fact that Press contributimg
fron outside sources were not deslt with by A.I,6., which ‘eoncerned itself
9Xoluaively with Service output, Security censarship foar ousside conwributions
Va8 part of the work of fele5e, the counterpert or "outpost® of AI.6ey
POrmenently resident et the Ministry of Informetiche The Unit wes partly under

the jurisdiotion of the Dirsctorate of Public Relations end partly wader that of

the Diregtorate of Intelligence (Security)e It comsisted of tuo sections.
One wes Stafod entirely by serving officers known as Alr Advisors
end the other by civillans, shis Section being known as 'Alr Affeirs.’ In

eddition, there wes o cloriosl searetarist, The funotions of the Alr fdvisors

included the followinm:i=

(a) Guiding the Press on opmtioaal Datterse
(b) Advising cenmahi.p Division of ths Minis®™y of Information a8 %

socurity, policy and suitsbility of all air matterd

(o) Gensarship of sll material resulting from fecility visits $0 ReleFs

Stations.
(&) sorutiny of publio technical Journsls to edvise on posaibility Qt L

(o) Advising Serutiny Seotica of Censorship Division regerding

cebles end monitored brosdoasts for Intolliganos purposes, -

(f) Attendance at Press conforences in order to del with security espes

, 1¢ will bo seen that the dnuoaotthumwﬁﬂ”"‘“"”
In facilities alono censorship duties occasiched en EnOrmOUS amount of work, for,
in the gix momths anding 3lst Cotobar 194k, over 1,400 feoilities Wero granted,

The hesd of the Brench attendsd tHe dally }ilitery Press Coxferenco h
brief correspondents on Allied air operations in all theatres of war and wus
olgo aenior member of the fortnightly Committes propided
of Intolligance (Seourity) for the relesse of teohnical informations

*  puring some periods the Branch was daaling simltansously with

over by %he Directer

congorship materiel resulting from a Press faoility grunted %o Journslists who had
aocompenied en atteck on Beklin end snswering & conatant flow of anguiries im

comneotion with e night atteck on London,
/*ALr AMPLairas cooo




"Air 2ffoirs",

"M Affairs", the civiliarn helf of the ‘mi4, was %t once an Alr
Uinigtry Fress gection end pert of the Ministry of Informaetion News Divisicne

Lize thelr service colleaguea, these civilisns maintuined a 24=hour
watche Thoy were thc Iinsl chamnel of <he Air Ministry News Service and were
responsible for putting Into ‘hs hands of tle i.O.I, News Division all bulletins,
comnuniques, flashes, cwerds end cesualty lists and routine printed guidance,
The questions arising froam handouts, requeste for essiatance on technicel and
semi=-techniaal matters, end the reactions of Press representstives stationed
in the 1% 0.1., oonstituted the grester part of the work of "Alr Affzirs”s Material
hed to be provided at very short notice end a aystem of indexing references
hed to be maintzined and constently kept up~to=date, .

The greatest velus of this Branch lay in its liaison velus betwsen
Adr Ministry end M.O.T. and its meintenence of perscnsl contect betwsen Press
reprosentatives and their offioiel sowrcag, *



P-R.7 - OUONTER PROPAGANDA

Porued in May 1941, P.R.7 took on the duties of Plsus 5, which had
ucgu»m;mhormmswmmmrw.mmwm
organisation of leaflet cperations, maintaining direct responsibility o
4.C.A.3.(G). The branch warked in close lisison with Department B.H, (the

Rase for the Folitical Intelligence Departamst of the Foreign 0ffice), the
Direstorate of Basher Opersticns in the Alr Uinistiy snd s Operations Staff .
st Bowber Comeni who ware respansible for the sotisl dissaxination of the
Icatlefo. hmmtmmmmxmxwma
fitting mexmer, study was mede of all enany brosdossts msintedned by the B.B.0s 1
of mich preas roports s wero mde svailable by the Intelligmob brexnches, as
Well as of the many sumsaries and papers prodiced by the Operaticns snd
Intelligense branches of the Alr intstzy end RA.7, Commnis.  fhe offfosss
«ﬂnmmmwmwmwmmam
wmmuammmmmhnwy«muﬂmm“:
adr matters roqn.nc 1 mm mmnmw for the prelonil
mmahtoa-mn. r&?m“mhﬁ“tm;_‘ "

ﬁM’-MMMhWM“M
privileged Publio Speskers. During the sumaar of 1541 the seotien wubieek .
mmmummmwmmmwﬁ
bombing results for Felitical Intelligees Dipartusut, snd of & musthly Mdd 4
Effeots Ghart, a» well ss the study end smslyais of Propegenis Grpeigne of
the Germen “Preedom" stations. Officers from M7 staff were detatled 0 .
.cmwmmmu‘mmm«mmhﬂ
the B.B.Ge 10 put forward the Air Btaff's viewasint en sir metters, ok )
generelly %o provide day to day air gildance for sil bodies of the Biitdeh '},:
propegsnda organisation. :
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In Jumaxy 1942, PoT undertook to prepare a sammacy of eash of the
talks given by A.C.4.5+(G) at his Preas Conference, %o serve as gaidanoe aa
Staff Folioy on matters of ourrent air interest and to put on regord
statistics given at these talks. This sumory was oirculated to P.I.De, the
K.0.I. and to much officors of the R.A.7. who nede etatesents for propagents
sbroed or for the enlightenment of public opdnion at home.

In Merch 1942, the weekly isaue of' Air Points for propsgands Directives
was uniertaken. This was a searct doavwnt with a strictly ldnited
WMmemmummmwwqp.z.m
Ita purpose was to give guidance on 2l) mattars perteining to the air war in
1ts impsat on propeganda. mu.nmmmmm-mmuw
sir events were supplied, promiaing lines of propegsnds, arising from the
Loplications of Allied and eneqy air ops aticms, miggested, snd palicy in the
trentmmt of propagands, aa 4% affeoted or wes affected ty the sir wr,
aatlined. Ry Spring, officers of P.R.7 ware sttending weskly giuianoe
meotings of P.X.D. Omtzel Directive Plamers, German Segtiany Frensh, Italim
end Sosniinsvisn Seotions, B.5.0e Huvpesn News Siitors &nd Ruwpesn sal
Oversoas Comaantators. |

In Jly 1902, PeRe7 took over the prodaction of the Swatistisal Review
from PuRe7) whils P.R.5 taok over the dssie oft notes for spmkmzse  In
Ootober, however, & Yeskly Review of Alr Operetisns was Anstitated. his
mmwv.&&mwu.mmmwm.m
of the B.B.0.s tat s insistent domsnd fur te wider distritution sam Lid
to & mwch extended ciraulation. OCoples wew applied 40 AXS, 4.2.6
GeN:Bay for gnidance to Press Gorrespondents, ete., $0 PoX.De for Anclusien
4n Direatives sn) leaflets, to the R.A.F. lMaisch offiows, ® the Regionsd
Camdaaioners all over Great Britasin, % all Alr Atteches, end %0 my
stations in Bosber snd Coastal Comands.

At shout the ssae tine (Ootober 1542) P.R.7 also bessme responsibie fer
“.w¢~x.@Mﬁmmmmm
of war from & propegania aspest, and for the epply for propeganda to
Germery of tems derived fran those scarves A thout prejudicing the sources

An quostion. ¥be brench recaived from A.L(X) lists and partiowlars of
/s



all G.A.F. prisoners of war, snd aranged to broadcast the nsmes and dotails
of these prisanors, thelr health and welfure, taraugh the B.5.0.'s Cemsen
seation - a feature vhich proved a valuable asset to British propegenda.
After prolonged negotiations between Adr Himlstry, P.I.D. and the B.B.C., the
Plan (firmt moted early in 1342) for a daily fiftosn mimte hraedeost to the
G.A.F ained st undersining thalr moraley wes agresd to. and the first of
these serias of brosdoasts tooic place in Ootober.

Tho petivities of PR.7 had by now expanded so far beyond whet hod
originally beer cavisaged, and its work and responsibility had beguus So great |
that 14 was I'olt that the branch should become a Deputy Directorate, The ‘ ‘
latter come into being as D.DeC.P. on 13t Deccuber 1542.

Between June 1941 and December 1942 P,R.7 had been instrumental in the

E dropping of 376, 121,578 propaganda leaflets or 'niokels! From the inauguration
of PyR,7 until tho end of 1941 distribution remained at a fairly constent
monthly avaragse of 10,000,000, out increased cansiderably in 1942, Until the
beginning of 1942 diselnination ves carried out by Bouber Comusnd, ' Hellomn
Unit (operating under the directim of the branch). and Coastal Co.mands  Eexly
in 1942, however, Coestal Commend could no longor cantinue its agtivitdes so .
that other mesns had to be sought to satisfy the _imxu-ﬁmts of Pdlof!«‘ By
the and of 1942 0,T.U's of Bomber Camand and aquadrens of Aruy Go-operatices
Command, had bogun reguler leaflet oparaticns; while, in November, Intruder

Squadrons of Fighter Command also begen to undertake a gertain amount ﬂf R

~ leaflet diseziminatian, o
' Among the rogular iscuss distributed were thrde weokly leaflets for France, ‘.

"Le Courer de 1'Air", "La Ramo de la Prosse Libre" and °L'Ancrique en Cuerre '

& monthly periodical for Hollsnd "m;, end monthly reviews for Belgium

and Denmark, entitled "Le {essager de la Liberte” end "V4 Vil Vinde"

respectively. In addition to numerous leaflets of a topical and dsy-to-day

propagenda type dropped in great quantities over Cermeny, that country also ’

received & woekly and monthly x;ubli.cation - "Luftpost" and "Die Andgrejzite”,

wavmn )

Apart irom these reguler publicatiens any speécial wireless teodning to
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Sy the ocoupled countries was aupplemented byZape«:ial operution for an
iwedlaie dince:#nd.xx-.‘.}:on of leaflets, witile import:nt announcements by the

Gove Tments o tho .llied matio.s .cre conveyed to the Ge:m:ns and oceupled
peoplas by special «ditions-"Mickals* other than pamphlets were also dropped
from time to time, for example faked rati-n oards.. Judging by official German
reaction th se orerations wore highly successful, Uevere punishients, even
the death sentence, were threatensd to anyone using the cards, but deapite
such threats, there is ample evilence to show thal people in many parts of the
Reich made use af them anl tha’t endleas cowplisations to the administraticn of

food distribution in Ge many resulted.



p.R-8
(g) A EXHIBITION: A'D FUBLICITY

-4
One branch of tho Direotorate axarcised a great influence over ths

manning position of the i....F. throughout the ware That branch was P.Re8e¢ « the
section exclusively concerned with the presentation of the Service to the genern)
public and, in the exercise of this funotion, with the attraction of voluntears ang
the upholding of i..i.Fs mrestige throughout the worlde

The duties of P.Re8e¢ widespreed and manifold though they were, can de
described in a single word = publicitye In publiclsing the feacFe the branch
employed many media, coverirg both the direct and indireot approachs

There ware tlxee aaotiom,'eadx apecialising in one or oﬁarfomet

visual publicitye mmwme@.mmp@mm

mwmmmmdmmﬁ%mmmmmwwmh.
Seotion B undertook the preparation, organisaticn, design and excoution of the muny
auplmmmbzmw“mwwa.mmwmmmmmm
and, ultimately, overaseass WW mmmv&ﬁwmm
which it seoured zaterial exhibited at diaplayse Iﬁmalumpownom&c

custody of such materiale "
This,in brief, was ﬂuyanﬂphnof?.&e. exclusive of mww

. Bureau @ealt with later in this sectiche _
P.R.8% publicity cimpaigm during the wer hod two mein paposesy
recruiting and the upholding and enhencement Gf RAP. prestigee In addttiony .
mommmm'mimmwwmwm.mwpm'm }
with the attraotion of airecrew volimtesrs, rearuiting for various ayeoiau-d B
tredes within the ReAeFe amd WeAeAcFe » voluntears for the A.FeCo DA ReOeCe
Spocial cempaigns were also launched in respect of flying precsutions,
reductions of rood asoidents within the ReAsFey oxushod sireraft procedure and
publioity in respect of certain films having a bearing ot ReA.Fe Krestigee In
a nuber of instances, PeReBe woried in liaison with the Mimatry of Informaticn,
the branch boing the approved chamnel for chich co~cperative, sffortse
PoReBe caployed Iive regular media in lounching and sustaining &
campaign for a partioular purpeses A recruiting Gompalgn, for example,
necessitated the preparetion of detoiled press edvertiscments, vhich ware
insuad from the brnnchy 4t also required the rreparation of specisl posterSe
Hostorsy ployed & Very large part in the work of tho branch throughout the wos
/anioscoo




and some excellent exzmples of posterwart, omployed to érive home a particular
pofg.nt, were exhibited during various campaignse
Amwmmwéwum«mpw.mmmtaam
swwmmmmmm. mm&mdmm.
mmmmmmmmthmmw&w.mtmmm
attraotion of new rearuits, vas praotised by P.Re apeartse - ) (
The bwanch ssusd & large muber of publicity pamphlotoy somstimes
independently and sometines in conjunotion with ono ar more of the othar medtae
Tho pazphilets vers conoernsd vith rearutting and ware ocafined 0 & suery &P
tho requiraments expected of tho prospective voluntearse Suh o pexphlet ws
isouaﬂfwimtmo.whent&roma'dmquwm'mmhm
Cbaarver Corpae )
wrwmmtwwmmemmla N
uwwwmmwmvwmmﬁMW,
muumwmmuw m.mmpt&ﬁp
Mx Mintstry, Inforuation Burean, regicoting furthor sod novo debatied - ;
Momum.mmumgmmumumm wmﬁw' 3

aWah%ewm&mWMmemMﬂ'm
approvale thlve&mderabhm. mmmmmmnmm
were expended upon four types of reqrultingte ‘ o |

' Adrerow oo . e ' &12,506611¢ e _ L
Orownd Trades - T eee 259,204 130 3o . . .
Sidlled Pradosmen epe voe AT,336 Te Ol = -

HeheAePo ove e £52,806¢ 1a Gde

Mmmmﬁm«mmmmmhm
with His Majesty's Stationery Offico Wﬂmwmm oeaaomm\
known o8 345(b)e An arrenganant, vhich subaequently lopoed, axdoted betweon the
branch and Britain’s mein rallvey companies, wndar which the lattes provided for
the use of scue 7,000 £1%0 Do3tar sites en railsny otations in Great Britclns

The 208% popular poster of the saries was an appesl'to enldst in the
/oMot Pocooa




WeieAdPs entitled "Servh in the WeAdA.P, with the Mon Tho FIy®, of vhich
1m.mmmiammmamwmwms.ooow
postars for tho largest sitese mammmmmmm
0 404000 double-deny poctars and 5,000 L6echsct pastarss
Onooceslon.h:tbemmmmtably. axhidtions wars propered 4n -
mm@nﬁwmmwormmm. wumummuwm
groups ani well«knovn business hounese Mmaﬁagdhmm.w
and even blitued eites adjolning main thorcughferess MLMMM
mwmmmwmmmmngan. Almlvaatmmm. aam
mmm,mmmmmumemﬁm’mmmmm. |
weimfwﬂwmm”ow”mwmmsﬂﬁmwm
mwmmm.wmwwmwwmw s
enlargmontss oo oxhibition might cmern 1taels emdontvely with mw

mmmmewmwmmm,mm
ReduPs cxtdbitions in Brussols and Parts and fn thia counteys “MoTels Gelifig
mowamww' and "WoAoMaPy hhww.:mmemm
assplays mmxmmMmma xnmmmm
mm,mmwmmmumam. omm 3
1n which PuRuds colleborated Lroluded *Cavelaste” (smm-m).w:
Terget” and "RefeFe 1n A0tion® (UeS.As and South Anerica)e \ R

mwmmwman&a‘mmwm&#,
Inormation Burean ot Adastrad Houso, Rirgaway, ond its anoAllery browet ef | :
Ocrnmaristy Belfasts wwmmmmwm.&m :
hundreds of thousands of PUbMo enquirics m ReAde ValedeTos 84%40n Bodrusitiy
Civid avietion, and other mattars wero roseived and dealt with durdng the wary.
The mpmm ﬁftMobummmﬁpﬁmQ contoot of :M
mmmmmmdﬁ&osm. Aummmmmmvm
amwmmﬂ@mmmmamm.mm
were olosod dovn a8 the nood for them censed to exdate ‘ '




(%) BRed « PACTLITIES .

one of the most important functions of the Direotorate was the
enabling of Press representatives to obtain information for themselves, and
this was done through the facilities branch = P.R.9e P.R.J was formed as a
separate branch from the news and enquiry branch at the énd of 1939. This
separation was made s it was foreseen that considersble detailed work would

be invelved in arranging for the press, etce to be present at airfields at
the time of departure on operations. The interruption of normal transpert

services during war-tixe caused the special provision of Sexviqe transport and

added complications which had to be coped with in very limited time. The
facility visit was a medium of publicity which was usually meore productive
“than an official bulletin or hand-cut. When an crganisation = such as a
newspaper offioe, formmph-merﬂadﬂmanﬁmm’unﬂngguta
representgtive it could be resscnably suppesed that it would meke every effort
to publish tho material obtained, This was the case.

During the priod of hostilities P.R.9 arrenged more than 8,000
visits, involving the issus of about 21,500 individual passes. Visitars:
inoluded air mnmlents. reporters, tea.hu'e writers, Wﬁm ﬂ'

£4ln and broadcasting companies, vhowavhmanﬂu‘mh- c T el

mmwmurmmmmmm Mmm
'bywmw.umwmnammwmnmm-mmﬁ
amthosoamngedattheimﬁsaﬁwofanonhidow Inﬁw{!ut_‘_‘:
theinﬂtaﬁmumtmtmdmﬂ&oaﬂmupmim.m-.’,
Aml‘ioanandmp:lreintematsaswnaanr!.ﬁnh In the second ¢
fwmiwmedultdthmthekmlh.uthmlmdhamﬂw

_An exclusive fecility was Wmﬁﬁmamm&n 1‘bm :

LA

smeetion. : o
o

. Yhe subjeots for which Mﬁmmedvumuuimg
'butthefon.owl.ngisanstofthechiefomz- S

a) Talks with pmonnel befars and after opemuom;
b) Descriptions of. airfield life;

o) Partioipation in operational flights;
d WMWMW&MtMW

hitherto on the secret list;

o) Methods of training persomnel}

£) Inspeotions by Royal Fexdlyj
mmmawwwwmmtmmm.

The security sspect of facility visits had to be closely ‘watchad,
Whereas official bulletins could be carefully checked before being issued, it

/wes
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18 not so easy to supervise material written by journalists independently.
‘Censorahip in Britain was voluntary. Air Ministry, how, was in a poaition
to impose censorship on all material written as a result of a facility visit,

This was a ocondition of the facility, and was médeplain in the wording of
the permit issued.

Such permits were 188“..85 by the Directorate, under powers delegated
by the Proveat Marshal, toevex'yinﬁividl;al entering an Air Force station ar :
estsblishment for publicity purposes. In the interests of security, permits
were issued only to persons who had been previously checked and approved by .
the security euthorities. If an arganisaticn sought to send on o fesflity
visit a representative who vas not alroady on the Air Ministry's spproved ‘
list it was necessary to obtain varicus particulars - such as the appuég‘:: |
Place of birth, etge = and these were submitted so the security authorities fop
approvale ' - -

Bosides cheaking the aredentials of visitors, mmmmh
ensure thatmthmnwm&h'emt'.mwmmm
sqidgmont n the searet List were not photographed or describeds! Garo was ;T; _‘;:T}i;f
tahsnthntrmcaemtim Mwwme ummm R
public ty was undesirebles Mowai’hlo. ammmmu

\

Public Relaticns Officer of the Command conserned, smmhm
concurrence, the S.P.R.0s Would consult the P,R.0. of the Group to bo 'MN
who would, ¢ possible, arrenge local tramspomtion. P.Rd sttended to the .
transportation of organised parties from Lanien ar other centres, and also
assisted the P.ReOe if necessary, : '
At all tizes, contact had o be maintained with the M. of I., to B

susure that no faoilities ware efforded which conflicted with nationdl podday, -
and with M.A.P. and other Service departnnts to avodd overlapping in daten. of
visits wherever possible.’ Glose liaison was ‘also maintained with the Ms of Is

| on the question of providing facilities to enable forelgn gress visitors and
other delegates to de3oTibe the R.AP, 45 work a3 a Peature of their itinerery,

/Tho
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1 ' British Couwnoll sindlarly was kept in close touch regarding delegates
~siting this country under its auspices,

In overseas theatres of war, facilities were mainly canfined to the
accredited war correspondents. There were also two special towrs of Middle
East and North Afr:lca, which were highly successful, and_special flights over
the Buhr and bomb damaged areas arraxgedforeaitmmwdwortm, British
and American, Arrangements for licensing correspondents were negotiated by
PeRe9e in conjunction with other departments. Air Ministry and the War Office
used the same form of licence, which could be issued by either body; where
necessery the issuing department obtained counter-signature fram the sister
department so that the licemsed correspondent could cover both Air Ministry an
War Office subjects. This type of licence was used both on the Ewrcpean frent

and in the Mediterranean zone,
In the Southeeast Asia theatre of war a different type of licance
was adopted, mBuQavmmaﬂumwmmmmmwmw'
upectwmmuun;a-mm. Mlitary or Air. This licence was isausd by
D.P.R., Afr Ministry, acting as agent for the three Services. 63 War correspondon:
were sent to South Eeat m Coomand, 45 on full accreditation and 18 on a
temporary visit basis. PFaollity visits for war oorresponients in overseas
comusnds vere arranged within the Commands by the appropriate S.P.R.0. -
Mrmoummwmwmhmtmtumw
itmuwmmebmmmmmwww
r#ﬁfig?hip betwsen Fleet Strest, the Wi?lzwm“xwg“tfﬁ and Aﬂ'
Minis try, Lm;ﬂﬁ‘?ﬁmﬁgkﬁ place,” Plaally 5.8.9 handled the questida
of eligibility of press representatives far war medals, olm'im several ceses M
issuing ribbons.
" The arrangemen;sforpmsa and kinired facilities during the war has
streased the advisability - already toushed wpon - of giving Journalists, oto,
-the opportunity to acquire infornation et firsthand and to be in a position te

20

T
g

.;_;_.a:; Py

-

give eyewitness acoounts as often as possible, To give out official news

bulletins does not give a mewspaper or hroadcasting orgamisation m opportunity
to put oyt the story with its own mrticular angle and to vary from the startiss
carried by others. This can be achieved by having its own reporter (or
photographer) present at the operation or conference.

The war experience also brings out the importance of being in a
position to move bodies of correspondents to any place at short notice without

/being
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seing dependent upon public transport. This was largely met by the provision,
in the latter part of the war, of Utility vehicles available at any time for
the quick movement of press representatives. It was difficult, however, to
move correspondents by air in this country and this diffioultjwas rinaily
caused, at least at one stage, by the overwhelming requirement of airaraft

for purely Service purposes.

The periodical confidential press talks givem in the Afir Ministry
proved invaluablee These 'o;ook the form of official commentaries on the )
work of the R.A.F. end gave the press an opportunity of asking such questions:
as they thought would interest their readers snd to receive guidance as to the
real position. These talks should certainly be contimed in the event of a

future emergencye

PeRe3e

/3/*46.
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Forma of the
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P.R.10 and O. KRB (W.A.A.P, ).. -

IR AT AN R A

From the date of the formation of the W.A.A.P. in June 1939, publioity
for the Women's Service was carried .ouc by the R.A.F. Air Ministry Direotorate
of Public Relations, However, during 1940 an officer was appointed in the W.A.A ¥
Direstorate to advise D,P.R. .on W.A.A.F. aspeots of his work. She kept him
informed of reoruiting requirements and future developments and, in fact,
ixplemented much of the plamning for W.A.A.F. publieity.

*For nearly a year, useful work was dons in this way, but by Mey 1941, it

_ had become obvious to the Direotor of Publis Relations that a speoial W.A AP,

P.R. Branch should be formed directly under his control. --It was' génerally agroed
that an effective publicity service for the W.A.A.F, was -assontisls At that

time the Women's serviees were very muoh in the limelight and” sabjeot to
oritioism at the slightest provoscation. Consequently, it was important that the
publio should be given adequate information sbout the.sdzinistrabion and cbjests
of the W.A.A.F. Furthermore, news of the achisvemsnis of thé Servise was o
importance from the international point of 94ew as it gave & good exaxple to

our allies of the effioient organisation of. British wxuin-gover as & whole smd
:8ated a3 en antidots to Gerpn propeganda Yy showing that the British were ¥y o
.means an offete and decadent rasce, . mmurmmmwmw.&u.

. envisaged at that time also made reoruiting publioity ‘en-urgent mattor.

It was for these reasans that D.P.Rs felt it was edsetitial to have the
W.A.A.F. P.R. branch working directly under him 2o that b ‘qualified staff -uu
be available to provide guidance regarding policy deoisions ‘and to handle the A
growing demands for information from the varicus publieity xedia,

Taus on 3rd June, 1941, the W.A.A.F. P.R. brezch ceme into being as P«RAO.

Punotions & Development of the Bramech,

Details of the duties carried out by P.R.10, were im briefs
(1) %o initiste and gupervise auitable publicity for the W.A.A.F.,
%o advise the other branches of the Birestorate of Fublis Relations
on W.A.A.F. aspects of their worke - o n
(2) to give sssistanse and guidanse to the varicus: types of publioity
organigations such as the Press, broadcasting and £ilm organisationss
According o cirounstances, P.R.10 1eft it to the ather appropriate
branshes of D.P,R. to0 6arry out the astual meshinery of issuing nogws stordes,
arranging Press visits, breadcasts etos or took the negessary astion themselves

/after
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after consultation, ~Thus, they hsueﬂ m stoma through P.R.2, the
Press branch, with whom they kept in olose toush over Press enquiries, '
In many cases they kept P.R.4. informed but made their own arrangements for radis |
programmes end for W.A.A.F. persomnel to take part in them. They used the
R.A.F, machinery for prooessing and issying official photographs and lsft the
intricacies. of paid advertising.to P.R.8., the recruiting publioity specialists,
.only advising on.the suitability of posters,:show cards: staos

Fron the date of its inceptiom, the wolumd of work in the branch

s

. .t.. inoreasedrapidly and in five months the output was doubleds ‘In Pact, the

axoollent, results of appointing Fodif.F. PaRi 0Pfisers was 96 qutelly ficticsable
that only thres zonths after P.R.10:cazs imto being, the A Méiber For ~
Personnsl. remarked how pleased he.was with ths dimproveneis' {n WA, publicity,
- . During the whole period. 19391946, this publicity fell mgmsaso ‘
 PouE phAREAS= | | . .. .o feh e g v ddl G o et |
: 2{1). From 1939 $0.1940 while ths Bervice was: mmaamuy,
. thers wa great: publdo. interest in:she sdministration of’thé" sampo

)

# oiom «».:' « . .ond $he oonditions under.whish:ths womini18veds< Parantd wtﬂmil

plods & o3 suWenbed §0 know.detalls of:rank titlas) Fates'of Payy: typesier
oUW L8 mloyum.; food and.scopmmodation:afrengessfits; ‘sssles dromm eeo,{w

aﬂ!

- Taroughout. mm,mmwmwmm%u M o

eats e 68l of pHbl40,ordtiolmey not. adly; Gf-the: 1ivdng contitioniy Wb of {h
i .. .. morals of the.Servige givlac Thisigrowit: wuoh progortisns that &
_ /S0leak Comnittes, (the Markhan Gosmittas).was Anstitused €y diventy
. $bo allegations. Thesa wars proved.to be grossly éxsggérated and ‘ﬂw
subsequent publisetion of the.Commtteets report in the Priiis had a
. exsellent. affgot on. the prostige.of sll three women's #srvices,
, .(2) AS; the. same tims the.scope of the u.u&p.»"ie’-’ékfw rapidly.
... . Alrvomen:were bsing employed in a wide varistyof tredes and in ever-
inoreasing mumbers. - More: attention was, therefore, dirested to
. publieising the work aspoot. $ho First-WiA.AsPy. Bllosh'orews wore .|
‘taldng over aites:in various parts of -the Gounbry, while the first nsai
meohanios end members of other techniesl tradss were bsing trained.
(3) Prom 1343 onwards, oxpansion. bad more or less ceased and the W.A.A.F. was
firmly established, Both offisers and airwomen, however, wore taking on

duties of inoreasing responsibility and thetrend was to give greater
/oublisity
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ﬂmwwm‘“&m-mm Bhensver a Mg
atory of R.A.F. activities ma relsased, the W.A.A.Ps PoR.O.'s
ware on the trail, traoking down details of the part the Ti:A.A.?.
playeds
for instance, whon the German battlesnip *Firpits' wes sunk ty Boxhsp
Conmmand ajiroraft, the story of $he 7.A.4.°, watsh=keanars who ware the
£irat nersonnel at the R4, 7 station to receive attack inastrustions
from Grou Headquarters, was ottained by the W,i.A.F. P.R. branch
from the 3,7, %0, Bomber Oomuand and issued as a follow=up to the
general relsase, including a gshost ecoount of ﬂni: rosponsible dutieg,
The astory of the W,i...F. shure in preparations for the Formandy
landings s widely usod and most susssaaful results were obtained frep
mP@vwmmthu.&&?.wmmmmsuM
' return £light from the Tormndy beschehood 7 days after DeDaye They |
ware the first British wman {0 land in Frunge after the invasion,
Stories such as these, of Z.i.A ¥, persomnel who parashuted imte
Franse during the Gorman oadupation to help the Resistande ovemsnt
m.dmwmmmmvmmmmwmm
wore vitally importent in stowing tho responsidle part women were
playing in the Armed Foroess )

(4) After the osssetion of hostilities, the lberated acuntriss in Burage’
ware very anxious to loam of the adhieveoeuts of British waem Guring
the war, Acoordindy, & seation of eash of the R.AJF. exhitbitions
Wmmmdmeomw.a.a.p.mw.&&m offisers
wero in chargs, Unifoma and bedgos of runk were slsd scxt abrosd fop
&aplay n chop winiows 20 that tho peoplo would be able to resogaiss
the mtiomality and 9ervieo of the woman thay Sav wearing them.
Artioles woro written for the Prosa of the varicus ocummbriss, Yy the
azhibition off'icers who aleo laotured to differcut organisaticns, The
sanibitians, in addition to being extrewely @ascascful in themselves,
fulfilled a variety of wseful funsticna,

At home, the mothod and mte of the roleess asheme for all Service
persamel natumlly received a great deal of attentions

Tho usual publioity media suoh as the Press, broadcasting and £ilm

organisations were, of sourse used regularly and with susooss but the following

/points
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points are also worth noting.
P:\ (1) Xocal Stories. _
Atfiratobjectimveramsedtoimemorpomomlmmsanﬁ
sddresses in news stories. As the War went on, the greatly decreased
' aao of aewspapors and the inoreaxing apeds faken w iy day to day
"maummmuusmztmmhmmnom
publisity in tho Preas, particularly in the Fational nowspapers.
P:lnan,y in 1943, there was & general mnntmotponq. and subjost
tosecurltycoutmlmmsanﬂaddmsuaofuwotﬁcmraimvm
Meﬂasooﬂﬂtow eculd be used, As a resuls of this end of
additions to the W.A.A.F, P.R, wtarr, pore attention was devoted to
~19ealstorioa.vh1chweroshnymdbylmlnﬂpmm1wﬂ

.....

memaamrummmtomw-mm Fational

"Pross, '

.mnmtebmwwbm.aﬂrahm.nﬂmmmmu ,

' hmuﬂuit mlntdtho:phﬁaumormmhmm-
wore mpnaudlwtbmﬂvaddum !homlmunghenbr
Mutmmtht mrmummnmnm with the

'wmhmmm.mmwmtwmmw.wﬂl

.ponib)y "atwwm-mm. mmteﬁwm
WtMOftmnﬂwmhmMWfomthe *heroine
of the plese® ﬂnmminslytmmdufm, ﬂththcromlt that
W gu’l.lhn opportmitun wore milﬂod- .

(2) peotisy Viatts,

Whonover poasible, famu.ity viazta were amngod for the Press as *W
gonemny pmdmei botter results than the issue of offieial stories
and photosnphl-

(3) wﬂ_ﬁ_

" Vieits ky W.A.A.F. persomnsl to fastories ongaged oa the produotion
of war material used by the R.A.F, and retm viaits by the faotory
worksrs to Service units were ;;rganiaeﬁ, to stimulate enthusiasm and
produstion, '

(4) Resruiting Pumstions.

During recruiting campaigne, much benefst was derived from orgenising
funasions such ﬁa lunches and dames at whioh well=known perssnalities
were enlisted to spesk, 020 of Yo big London, stores (Simpacas of .

FﬁDA. me L2,
?*!iyv‘f-f- u.u..“ v
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Plosadilly) was portioularly helpful in orsania:lng ‘and meeting the W

_, earuiting lunch partios. """
(5) Direator, W.i.A.F. .
m mnabmty of the mmtor, W.A.A.P. for i.ntoxvie' and conference,
uﬁ publi.oiw eomem:lm Inr aotivitios vero appmiatod Yy the Press, and
- urvoﬂavoxyusefnlmu-pon. intmnmitthgpouqumimaﬁm
o mson:forthea, uwnumtinsmmandhhmﬂtakmintho
mn. Mortmte‘.lw, borkh the ori.g:l.ml Dh'eotor and her suosessor wery
m the M pnblmty "su'bjectl' u M were mm to 'bd.ns in the

C oyl

nyxtnoretmm’bamlymnry.

t

mmmmmmummumwtmnmwn

.{45?\ SN, A LIRS N I

m.w.mu.mmmeamymumnw

'-pne of npnm oﬂ’orts, no mu-m;th tiim, . "ejther featire &
Maq.mnﬂodmw.w.,mﬂtomwww
s.mce. mwﬁmmﬂmr&auchanhm-ﬁototu&&h?ﬂl

. ;omlo, prostiae. and mru:l.hmt of the s;xvue wag m!ﬂdutly satisfaotory
-+ ...~ %o ploge the W.A.A.F, low cu tho priority list. As a result, this sehition
s naver. hieved B

T e pare, tho gtaf? of P,B,10 consisted of two offisers ani & clerk, with

s thira officer remin:lng in the W,A.A.F. Direstorate to keep her pudlic relation:
oolleaguss informed of ochanging developments and eotivities, The senior officer
in P.R.10 who was given the rank of Squadrén 0£ficer, had already besn serving

| for somd 'months as the P.R, liaison in the V.A.A.F, Direstorate, but bad not
. previcusly haﬂ any ezperiepa of the Press. Hor nssistant offiser had worked
.. l!’mhm Journaliat bafore the wars™ ‘

T e
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As it happened, this comparetive .laok of exporisnse did not prove toh
a disadvantege, due in great measure to the ability of the officers themselves
and pertly to the faot that interest in the W.A.A.F. at that time was both
extensive and-reasonsbly favourables . . . . .

During the four years of its existence, approximately 20 off'isers ssrved
ot ane time or anothor in the W.A.A.P. PiR. branch, In ascordance with genaral

© WeAsAsF. policy they were all selested from otficera already in the savim,

and owing to the shortage of W.A«A.F. d‘ficerl with Sournalistio upoﬂm. most

"of them had Soant speoialist qualifisations for the work. In spite of: tn., it

: w By Septembar g thé m.m-m Mhr@mm

.:n'..'_ .o

- and obta!.nﬁg material and suitable personhel t‘orbzmﬁaut programsss. ‘A
>mum:mwaemmnmmmwm

is fair to say that W.A.A.F, publioily was suooesaful, .Ono.of the main reasons
for this was, no doudt,: tmmmmmmmmmwm
lped.anltc in other branchss of the mmtonte. R I

In sdddtion to the offiser staff, mumymmmmmw :
of WA,A.F, olérks instesd of oivil. servants, :.This was agroed-sa tbo olerioa) |
mmm“@mummummmﬂmmmm

7 'woll as earrying -out- normal: autien Tt was Lolt that mr.kmldfmm .
'mromd ‘dirwinen would ha:l.pto stnﬂdtcuzfmmbh me& the

*

“"ﬂ-"“}-'f*um.x.r. L R e w

ﬂmmmm.tmmamm'“

‘nr L.

WAW M.WMM&WM“W

“ whe Peabhod, - mwmmzmmmn-m mmn -
' Gokitaly ‘Billodn; um.ﬂv&m*mﬁﬁmﬂw ;
" ‘Pross 0fficd, Bataburgh,: annmm.ammtmnmn.a.mmw

spending their time writing nows stories, mummmww

wh

At

work; | ‘At th4-samé time it was deoided.to abolish.the FiRe. M‘Nﬂht“ -:
WoAALP, Diveoterate and from then on it becams mainly the: nmuy ot:?.g;
hmmmmumwcmmmm.mm '

m:#chmd’ ezploying W.A.A.P.oi‘fbcrﬂatthemwwwu‘ai
resalted in & Flew/of uséful news foterial. Unfortunately, smhaumm/
of affeirs did not lact long. : ~ !

/in



Relations branshes in Govermment departments were to be drastiscally roduied and
in the Adr yinistry, P.R.10 was onscf the two that took the brunt. Strong
arguments, put forward by D.W.A.A.F. and the senior W,A.A.F. P.R.0. were of no )
-availe Only two W.A.A.F. officers and ome clerk were to remain, Most of the
naochinery and deta:l.led organisation. of W.A.A.F. publicity, though mtn"aoa and
~ guided by the W.A.AuP. r.x. btranch was to be shouldered by the other n.r.s. branch
The reconitituted brench wa incorporated with that of the Centrel News Editor, :‘
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= position 0 pass on informations IV 46 sppreciated that thore are cosasions
mmwwmmWMBammmhmmm
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past difficulty has eprang from the faot that semdor Government offioials have
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"\ (3) CEFERAL NEWS EDITOR

The Branch of Central News Editor came into operation on 3eptember 7th 1942,

According to a statement three days previously by the then Director, the post of

CoN.B, was created "with a view, under my general direction, to improve co-ordination

of our news and other services for publication in the Press, by broadcasts and

through the medium of the filme" The Director also gave instruotions that the C.N.E.
would work immediately under D,D.P.R.(P) and on his behalf,

The functions of CeNele wWere performed in part elsewhere before the
Pormation of this branch but as CeN.E. acted as a general co-ordinating btranch a

great deal of the work which they were called ugon to do in war did not exist in

peace,

fhe duties of the branch may be summarised as planning and co=ordination of
issue of R.A.F. news material, articles, photographs, newsreels and broadcasts} |‘
pditing of R.A.F. news stories sund articlea, with particular regard to Air Ministry ;.. |
polioy; and special liaison with Command P.Rs0'a . “

It was laid down on the formation of the branch that all branches of the -
Directorate would advise C.NeB. of the receipt of any news staries, articha, BMO-
graphs, broadcasts etc., as was necessary to enable him to co~ordinate the nm ml

and that all press material, such as featm'es, eto,, would be passed thrm o.,mg{,,
£o D.D.P.R.(P) for approval befcre being forwardsd for publicatione - D.D&'.!E.(a) ‘
would refer artioles eto., as occasion required, to higher authoritye In pmtiu;,
C.N.E. was authorised to give approval on bekalf of p.n.p.x.(t)ﬁgam roq o~
to consult D.D.P.R.(P) before giving that epprova} only if CelleBa msiﬂwea‘mb

course to be necessarye
The establishment of the C.N.E. brensh, maintaining a 2-hour utch,

mmofamma“MtMQSWMm mmcomﬂam
on duty during the doy and as lato as might be mecessary et night. The threa = .
Squadren Leaders shared duty watches throughout the 2 howrs, the officer on TTZ;'-J
all-night duty sleeping in O.N.E's office %o doal with incoming news material, o
signals, telephone enquiries or eny emsrgenoy duty, A civilian man olerk
was on duty during the day,

the treatment of Alr Ministry News Service atories desoribing
operations or other R.A.P. activities was a major msponsibility of C.N.E.
Theso stories were normally received from the Commends in P.R.2,, either
by telephome or - in the 0asé of overseas Commands - by signals or oir mail,

/When



: possibledaw If stories were not for mmmte relcase, mﬂ'

ghen oy hed been sub-cdited in P.R.2, they vore passed to C.N.B. forr
approvsl an behalf of D.D.P.Ra(F).  Thoy next went to P.R. end A.L.6
for exemination an security and for advice, if needed, on Air Steff poliay
and general sultebility, The stories were returned through C.N.B. for
sogu0 o the ¥inlstry of Information by PeRe2, '

If PoRs and 4,1,6. raised a question of suitability or poliey
which oculd mot be settled in consultation with C.K.B., the matter might be
reformed o DoFuR, and should sy difference of opinion arise betwsen By
and AeXo6. and D.,PoRe o0 & matter‘ of security it was refe_r'md for m

£0 A.0.A08.(G).
In its oepucity as o coeordination branch, C.F.BE, organised &

.

coaprahsnsive hranch £iling syatem £r incoming and outgoing news storﬁi
pbotogm;ms,__‘feetma, letters, papers, files and other documents m
togethur raeched & total of about 1,000 ltems per month, ‘

acoompaniad by photographs, filos end-brosdeast wcmum or
was O.N.E'a responsibility to collaborate with the other mm 5

co=ordinated, It.frominfoxmﬂmmﬂabuﬁom, w-sa 0%
that & oortain aspeot of R.AF, activities shom bo the mms
for tho Press, O,N.E. would request that Btoxy frm tho cmna 8P,
or suggest to the appropriate Pnbno Relations bramhes at tho Aﬁ‘ _'_' -

that material should bo propared, )

A representative of tha G,H.B, branch atmed the dauy m
Operations Canference at the Air Ministry end wa often in toush With
Alr Staf? end other iir Ministry directarates, G.FeE. or e o.n.n, .
officar vas froquently called into cnfarence With A.Ceds8.(0), n.p.a“ ‘
D.DePeBe(F), DeDePoRe(G) and others, Ho wps also in contagt ‘m.g,.}
London Headlquarters of the public Relations Directorates of the m “
end Allias and was largely reaspousiblo for laying eppropriate m«; :
the part talen by Daminion or Allied units in eny ReA.F. oporatioch

descoribed in an Alr Ministry Bulletin.
/Por o



-~ For instence 1f a Poligh admmn'took port 1.n sn attack on . em h‘
Garmany, or a Osech pilot destroyed a flying boub, C.N.E. hed to bo sure
thet a reference to these schisvemdnts was inoluded in any acoount of the

operation, Another duty of the Contral News Bditor - and ons that
helped ¢o promote tho smootheworking of breanchea within the Dimtore.‘te -
was the preperation of the agenda for the Directorate's daily morning Nets
Confarense, at which tho activities, policy md problems of the various
branohes were discussed and recorded, At this Conferdnse DDyFoRs(P)
norually presided, memumwmmmmuhnwnn.r.&(o)
wes unsblo to attend, OalloE, noted the decisiona reached at the WW, _
"md. when necessary, oirculated then throughout the Direotorats smd %o
smRow ‘ - ke
mmmormcmrdmsmrmhcmtmamﬁm ST f
the Gff100 of the Scarotary of State for ALr %o provido mateisl fora - .
- apsech by the Searetery of State, tonmmmwwm#
mw.mm.mmmmmm.r.maumm
mmmuna. mmmmm«:w
formmw#mmmwwbydrof&iﬁ ﬂnnﬂ.
mmm.wmwwmmmmnm:,
. Visite oversoas froa RAD, alrfields, : R
Noanehila, thoo.n.nuemoommmmmafmm ot

Relatichs mm.»sm«m.ommm mmmwa‘ g
mwwmuumtmumwMQaﬁmW
Srectarates ea 4hose responsiils far operaticas, Alr/es Resous, mlfmr.'
Reglweat, mm.o..mmwwumn.w.m OutiyBy :f
was also in Pegiler contest with othar P,R. brenches, and with S,PeR.0'8 et e
Ocemends snd dealt with requests eignalled fro Pullio Relations Offioers
shrosd, A% $ies ho would be resjonsitle fur arrenging far the elnltemecus: |
fssus of storics snd other R.AP, material in Ails cuuntry, the USede )

and the Dominionse '

/ﬂlﬂ work eooo



The work of tho CoNeZe branch expanded before "D Daye  Special plans

had to b& pede for releeses of R.A.Fe naws when these operations opensd and

co-ardination

arrangenents had to be digoussed with PoRe officars of

SHRAEF, ead the A B AP, After "D* Day, with the mounting ReAeFe

_offmiwagaimttheow. theﬁowofmmtoﬂdmmm RN
oa,mdmmummbfwmo.m&.mwmuthom ’

seotions of the Direstorate,
The attacks ef flying bomba on Scuthern England also mnedwmmk,

qu-

though for asong mnths 1ittle nows about- the R, A.Fs, oonntwmm ooulabqr :

released for securily reasons.
uwnmmemmmmmmnofmbmzmr»m

stories or articles, O,N.E. was instruoted to collect ﬂnm.mxy' nfe:
and then draft the first ot‘fioialoovmt statmtontmm‘.
 for submdaston to the Seoretery of State for Alr, Zhis statemant,’ oy
1n part by the Souvtary of State and ty DRR., vas asusd oa ani ALY i
| amwtonmm,m PR
| mnmomumapm.mmnommum"

mortmsmmmmanmam«m
mmnaatry.ummhmboenmytoavenmay
operational atday. nma.n.x'uﬂkh#'ﬂ ingavit s
stordes, from any R.AP, m.W“lWM“M.m:_?,
mnhofspwmgumuewmuoﬁamofmmvmm
.mMoMmoftMR.h?. ' ' co

txmepumunhavmgbeenmmmatoaeathforholpmwm m ;
© seourdty repsons the stoxy of m:opeauoamd&mthpﬁwm

sevaral months aPter 4t hed taken place. EWW-WDWWMWH'
uritten and rovised; brocdeast tolks with pilots who flow on tho attock wire ‘.

/racordod;



recordedy’ photographs and £ilm taken during the operation were prepared; and Spuin!‘
sj\ ‘93 about Cenadian, Australian and New Zealand airmen who were engaged in the

&..ack were compiled,

Before high authority gave permission for the story to be released it was

necessary, for a variety of reasons, for C.N.E. to consult with A.C.A.S.(G), ¥ith P,R,
and A,I.6, with P,R,3(Fhotos,), P,R.4, P.R.1, P.R.2, the Ministry of Information,
Headquartérs 2nd T7,4,F. and the Headquarters of the Group which carried cut the attack,
Eventually, full agreement was reached on the date end time for release of the story,
photographs, broadcasts and newsreels associated with the n'arrative and the story was
duly issued to the Ministry of Information for dissemination to the Press.
C.N.5/S,H.A.E,F., which was part of the S.H.A.B.F. (Air) orgenisatian vhose
headquarters were then in France, worked closely with C.N.E,, and was attached to Air
_Ministry, It was staffed by a Squadron Leader end a Flight Lieutenant, who to same
extent pooled their own and O.N.E's 24-hour watch duties, Their clerks were embers of
the W,A,A.F. C.N.B/S.H.A.E.F. took up duties at the Air Ministry om 26th October 1344
end was ooncerned with the meny aspects of Public Relaticns affairs of Shaaf (t24n) ena
of 2nd T.A.F, in particuler, - :
C.N.B/W.A.A.F., consisting of a Squadren Officer end Flight Officer, with
W.A.A.F. clerical assistance, formed part of O,N.E. dnd dealt with news end othar puhlri‘
relations matters affecting the W.A.A.F. On poliay questims C.N.E/W.A.A.7. wnam,
olose contast with D/W,A.A.F. '
C.N.E. R.0.A.F., camprising threo officers end ame W.D. Corporel, wm& !n '

C.N.B's offices, and also kept a 24~hour watoh, It dealt with R.C.A.7, nows MM
tained 1!.&18& with Air Ministry on R.C.A.F. P.R., matters, “

With regard to lessans for the future as a result of war-time mmﬁ
was folt that there is clearly a meed for scme co-crdinating cemtral body durina wap:
in any period where ane is handling a large amount of press etc, publicity, but that &
i8s wrong that a branch such as C,N.B, should be formed which overlaps on the work of .
other branches, Greater efficiency oan be obtained by people going direct to the bm:
of Directorate of Publio Relations concermed rather tham coming to a central co-ordinat;
branch, What is undoubtedly wanted is a small information bm:'aan or facilities unit ;
capable of dealing with enquiries or at any rate passing on -these mnquiriea to the .
correst branch, C.N.E. which started as a purely co-ordinating branch gredually beosme
a very large produotion unit, and carried out a great dsel of work which should have

been done by the individual branches concermed,



PRESENTATIOR TN AMRRIOA

Untdl Juno 1941 whon the ReAcF. Delogation arrived in Washingtons ReddFe
Publdo Relaticns ootivities {n tho VeSeAs Wore the reaponaibility of tho Adr -
Attache, . : .
" ReAFo Dalogation orrived with o Pbl4c Ralations Cffiowr, tut his
mummmmdymmammmuam-m
Mmmﬁu&wﬁmmmaummwuam“
Head of the R.A.F, Dalagation an polieye ‘

In August 1942, an attapt wes zade to consolidite Sexvice Rblic
Relatdons cotivitics by the fessation of the Joint IAaison Cosmtttec, URME the
chadruenship of £1c86 Genaral FeBoumonteNosbitt anl anu‘ﬂ.m Vice areled
WeF. HaoNooco Festors )

Mammmmmwmmmmuﬁud
mmmmamm-mmmhummwmm.u
uhmmwmm,bmmnﬁwwhﬁ#“
mmmnvammmmmmawam |

_ wwaawtmm:m-ghw;»m
mmmmmmmmmmmwdm
.Rmv.mamwmmuuvm&w.mmmmﬁ_g
hands of the AL Attache and ardared the famotion of & A Tufamaties Offides: |
Thin Oftios hod an estcblishaent of one Ving Occuandr snd tm Sgadive Tested
bogen functioning at AUl strength in Hay 94he”

oo montha previcwslyy in March 194, during a visit iy the ving ,
Comcmnder to Lomten the Jolut Lintosn Cooudtteo was abolishod 1y high suthordly, -
which left tho Alr Infarmation 0ffice cengletcly rompomsille for ReAFe Piilio
Relations in the United Statese ' E

In-Taskingten tho ¥ing Comendar, in co-aperation with Mrdkoula Baklar
 (Restdont Mintstar), the Hoad of tho ReA.P. Delogaidon and the Ruliie Rolstisoe
Officers of other Ministries caomtnel in Vezhingten with RedePe sotivities
fortmlatod ReA.Fs Piblic Relatioms policy and aotiche mwummw
ono of tho S@ushran Leeders wio wes alss charged with ARFLLMNG Josad Fegierts
fron efther British Infommation Services ar the Amorican Press for srtidlss en

ReAePo BM
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’nu otter

| Squsdron Leader was attashed to tho Britich Infermation Services
in Hew York as Air Advisor, and was oharged with acquainting the varicus
dopartmonts of B.I.Se Of ReAFs Policy) of briefing and controlling
visiting R.A.F. speakers and of genarally keeping close lieiseon betwean the
British Information Services ani the ReA.Fs mmm ’

In Chicago, the Air Information Offics, in conjunotion with

the Rxhibition Seotien of the British Information Services estobliched ca
Exhiblt at the Museun of Science and Industry. This Expitdt conaisted of
&&P.Wmmwwmww-amnm
essisted hy ene Flying Officor end tvo Warvant Officarse mmmu
awmmmutm'mmmnuwmm

‘peoplo viewod ite

© Tnder tho suspioes of the British Infurmation Sexvices, direct

'mmmmﬂxmmmmmampmm
~ cenferenves in Washingten during the period fram D-Day to VEeDaye The

Squadyon Leader in Rev York was in alnost dally touch with Andricon press ond
reddo commntators, and 1t 4 belloved these two notivities were respansidle
fer presenting any otherwise- winown fects of the ReAdF. effort to the
srericsn pdlice '

In oddition, the Alr Information Offics, at the requost of e
Britich Infornstion Scrvices rewrote official releases from Alr Miniatry oe
that they would be uore Misly to HAFLIY the speoialised, and in souo

" yespects wndiquo, roudrezents of the American Press and Redipe

In exder to meet the 2args demand frves the American Pross and
Bodio for intarviews and hroadcasts with colourful Res.Fs cperaticnal perccmnol
(the nexmal flow of efficlsl speakers wns fownsd inadoguate), evitohle
persganol were recrudted looally end great des) of space in the Pross and time
on the Alx was asoured ancordinglys

!
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. ('.').., . Mﬂ.&w AF enilvires on o 9udHD
i D va SGEY.eXpeTiences auggant. hot, $he Ate. mﬂv sonion; m:_h 0
- .7 and fhat the At Infomation OFFieNr. Sepuet Jook 20 Relebuin W, K7

Report and Recommendations by Alr Information Officer

RelaFs Deleﬂtion, Washington

(a) Noed for .-lanning
Both recent (Spring 1944) U.SededsPs .apem';ions and also

discussions with officers of the Directorate have served to reinforce the

" oconvietion that long term, areative, public relations planning on the

highest levol is casential if any fully offective impsct on Auerican opinien
[N o .

u desired in the futmre; =
 But 4tip Felevant t mentich that, sirce this vas written, the

Ameriosns themselvas = with far less r.éed'thﬂn ‘the British = seem to have

 Indicated the impartance they attach to mbuo ‘Relations plarning by the

appointmut ofaPonoyBoard. Ontbéother hand, thoﬂinisﬁtyuf

' Informatisn - by enouraping the 7 Cabinet o abolish the Joint Liatsen
cmmeeofumwmafsmwmdmmmmmmvm

wp.n.hmu.s.a.»m.m&eﬁ-.ﬁ.mm m%

BTN W SRCT, S PIe

amhmhmuw

For = mmmram.-m:dntumwm?.mum
‘s\. g}".?l’ s

wmrmmmmmMW“ tﬁm&mﬁhqﬁ
I ’..J!,u e‘-.;’l‘&' CE W
mmiwmm“ atiang in u.:s.'x 3ino &—umm.m

do o Fawn pedvovsetudcs mbodtwsa

BE ¥ o z-.ii 438 . m fa

cimcwrgatan  astbanmaded benmagdedd - g s oed S

U RAgLT

,n(

comcperation i fhda Shest saamlal of effeetie. MR Relabions fn th U
++An8 A would e Adle $0 Fegard $he Hedela. A0 srything more then & roasmally
- .offisimt disominating uackdne: - no MoTS Fyatie. (o st B

e

oxoaptians) than a dlotophons,. . Poxsmatedy, mewd: muﬁmw«m

He0eIs and BeloSs Are loth offiotesd il co-ojoiative and are relatively
winpaired - Af totally wmmwmmwmﬂ of the
organisationg, - : e 0 0L G oo o

The Alr Infomation 0ffige can snd will dowoporate to the full with

‘thess Gperational levels mmmmpmme use of them, But in

supplying the Bil.Sy mndhine with the fyesh 4deos ond fiew “"dloxts® = vhich are
50" essential to every aspect ¢f ihxkutag R.A P, Publis Relatioma i the U.g,

ottmmmmmmmmwieummom
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noudnal. ovorsld mpmmmy nay have besn asemed Yy the 1.0I.
(o)  3uggested Prinoiples
mmumm.mm,mmmMMum
gmmlguidanmwhd.phomvﬂd&the&lom should worksye
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(4v) Beve suitoble reprosantativas = aloo edequataly “covered
4n VesMngten end, oventually in the Dowinians, with direst
oauauioatian, both o recedve instruotions from = end t0 syl
aaggestisun book « $o Londan.
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(6) ammiy Cy v : ‘_

Bron £ RAP « Pl ccubimes eoboumm:.yetﬁ \’WW o
With ot of the other Servioss) for s Siue § mmmmmm
ummmutmnmm» mwmt.mumemh
potat of viow of Britdah prestian mm.v.mmmtsmmu(
comwt bo too welldaweme < ' - L \ ;
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Tnlike the organisation of Service Press Officers at Home Comnands of
the R.AF., the Press Liaison section with the Advanoed Ar Striking Yores in
Pmmmmiﬂymmmhmmwmummﬁémmi. .
muththamﬁtoﬂamnmman\ﬂndbythtmmmﬁw_'
Wmmapommauaawmnudmmgmmudnm l
mationalities, - - AR
" o sotian bogan duties ot Hesdquarters of the A.A.S.P, ot ‘Bolns on B
September 4, 1939, I consistod of Wing Ooomandar 8. mmpn.n.x.-an’
Muw.m.r.c.mmnmn.x.mnm.ww»‘"'

Wummmmmmamu-tmmwu.
Pranse wore exoollenty
mmmmummwmmwg a)

for tnnmnmw affiolal w(-n. Yy _f'f
teleprinter, to mmmq umm A

to R.A.F. airfieclds and were recetved By the A.0.0, O Ostober 3 ur. A.e. - ,

(14fford arrived et Eeadquarters as a oorrespondent appointed by the Mwmyspe
Proprietors’ Ammmmuwommmmnmm
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. mmamm« m;hmrum,t

phentonym of "Eye-Titnesa”, Many messagos wore sent by him to London pending tas | i
departure for Prante of the first party of “scoredited” correspondents, who
travellsd from England by air to Reims on Qstober 10. Those correspondents were
accommodatod at the Hotel Lion D'Or, Reims, which remained the Headquarters of

all correspondents until the A.A.5.P. loft the zone on May 16, 1940. A few hours |
aﬁert&y!nﬂgmﬂhdndmthomwm-hqadonfmvﬁhmmm l

" J.O. M h.P.O..' mr m M Offinﬂ'. A.ACSIP.. M tw m %

lv special amngmut. wore sent to Ipnaon by Hesdquarters® tohprﬁ.utor. ht.;--;.
ths day. !wdmhmthommw'mmuvdbythbmco aow
with their arrival in Pranse Group Osptain C.R.S. MWO.B.B. reported for
auty. at noadqmrter- a8 Chief Field Gensor, A.A.s.ir. :

‘for $he Atr Ministry mrmmrmmm 4n sollabork

British Bubasey in Paria, Their activities m consisted ot;.,_.;f
mdwtgu. mww and other wits, m porTeipils

tus.r.o.summ.tnwwm. . oot
anwwmwhmwwmmmf
tmmwormmmtbw&¢ﬂgﬁ‘
9.30 a,me ond 6 peme ullsp.u.cnq&g. WW,
mwmmmrmmc.:rumwm-m*}:;?} s wes

direct ‘to their Paris offioés. mmmwm“m
mmmum'tmmmwmmmﬂhm
wmmmmmmmwm:mdvmﬁ.
being cansored et tho Air Ministry. mmwmm
Ny 15, 1940, whan the telepluns arrezgmecnts had o be ebemioned hestire of Shy. i
dormon advence anl tho departurt f he A.A.SiF. from Rstas o Trayes. Prim than |

mnthaupnuhmwm,mummnrmmhwmﬂnnm
calls fron HeQe, AcAcS:F. to Lomlon, though the A.D.TnS. opersted daily wntsl
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within a few days of the A.A.S.F, '8 retwn 0 Badland. Direst' newspaper calls
to Paris aloo ceased when the AcA.S.F. left Redise Altogether, from Qatober 29,
when ths talephone was installed for Londion calls, to idy 15, 938 calls ware made
to Lo don and Paris newspaper and broadeasting off40es by the war aorresponients.
About 120 hours were ocaupied in telephoning during that periods

Trangport for the corresponiants and the S.P.0.8 was organised tythe Press
Liaison Seotion and after some &iffisulty ane Botehkiss, four Pord end two Bemeult
cars wore allocated 80 the sestion, with o ouplement of R.A.P. drivers. These
aars - redused to £ive ty ipril, 190 through the unserviosabilily of tw of them =
wore used €0 take corrssponisnts to squadrons and othor units, and ware
pertioularly nesdod when parties of correspondemts, either from the British Atwy °
gone, of froa London oF Faris, mede visits to tho A.A.8.F. mmnnct '
speoial use during tours of tho A.4,8.F, area by Sir Kingsley Wod, then Secretely -
of 3tats for Alr, on October 18 s 19; Y% MY, tho King on Deosuber 85 W iims .~
Fevillo Chamberlain, then Prins Nimister, aa Deoasder 73 Ry Wre Jo¥s Padctalrm, -
Amstralien iiatater for Alr, on Deoeber 18} Ty Gepbetn B m.mmi:
ofm«mw.m:magwm mmwmmﬂh
Adotrelty, on Jomoasy e mmmmmm&mmﬁ
chargs of them, asompenial the distingcished visitors exd ¥he AsbeSi7, ofFSatal
party, wiile they inspected the sqmdrons snl wits g

Prequacts visits wire pald hy carrespandecta to the squdrons, Ny AvFRCWIS
botwoan the 8.7,0.8 anl $he eppropriate offiess in comnd, el Hewe OF YPi
storis were Gollaotods 0 the B.A.7, Wiredess Seresn dbeerwiy poste 1n S0
Line Detween Tuionvills ant Ssarbrucken, snd beyond 18 dn T Men's Lasd®,. opm
tours were plamed, bub, £0r sctuFity Feasns, anly gumried stardes were Fritien
ty tho correspandents on this sspest of RoAdP. activilyw mwmm o
ma1ﬂmvmummammmwmm&&w;r
Nod 1 and T3 aquadrous = dmscumwm—nmwﬁ 4
acubats with camy airorefts A8 R 1 sgmdran was meer Briele-Dus e0d .73
aquadron near Verdus, long distanoss bad to bs treversed by cer from Relme. ¥

xnmmmm«wm-mmwwomb
with 8,7,0.8, to the asrodrons ot Villensuwe, near Boenay, for talks with Mamber
Oommend pilots 30 hed lanted there fron recomedsssnce and leaflet reids aver
Garmany, Austria and Folsal « £1igh6s begm in Buglants mnammva‘uum~\
parmitted in the night %0 ewmit tho arvival of the aivera t from thase suocssaful \

/long=distange




twtumm.muum W‘ﬂmﬂwmmmn -
but as it was dednd that mo mention should be made of those operations, m {
correspondents were unable to desoribe them, In the whole pcﬁ.oﬁ of,tho‘ :

'AA.S.Fy*5 ojourn in Premse, about 45,000 miles werecovered by "scoredited®

ani other correspondents - and 8.P.0, s ‘almfsmmmod correspondeits | |
whorever they went, inoluling visits to the British Army some, with ‘“3-3.-,@4‘ “.-,"."5,‘ ‘
Arrass
Ereas Liaison otﬂoors arrsnged for the 'rordi.ted" oamm. h
a series of talks at BiQuy A0A.8,P, tnwmbermmww

- in chaggacof differend eotivities of the Foreo, and tmot.m wars ,f_"

wtmmrmmmnm“l. Pmtimhﬁlt ‘
W‘tﬂk.nuﬂvenuwllbytho&ahrm«lnmém,

. ~HoQoy &Aosvpo ) - - :"‘A . :

mmmmmﬁmmmwmmﬂ,

at night, ST T
mt&mgmmmummmw

mmnatmmemmmmwamﬂmwmmi'
Oentral Bondin Paris, tids band hiving boen with the A.LS.F., for twp ar -1\
three montha, Publioity was déae in the A.A.8.F, soms in comneetion with . f
visiting entertainments arrenged YW R.N.8.4, mmrmmm ounr
m-m«tmmmammemwmmm&m
oumy territory, for unnwmeom Press-of the nruwtu\mmum

m«m»wﬂamkammmwemmmwmmnm

'
-
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news stories for issus to the Prensh Press, _ ‘
Joreover, it was essentisl thot the section's offise ahould be open froa |
8,30 a.m, each day, including Sundays, till approximately 7,30 or 8 pem., d\er -
mma&memssMrmsalwsavamuerorwymmoof ,
emergenay. All other g.g.o.’a were also easily acseasible in the eme of . . '_;
activity ond &t intorvals they were budy wuntil a very late hour, The mm |
work of the seation was considersble, for it insluded records of car ;m
by correspondents, msoftelcphmumtomordnmmﬁ ;
biradoasting aystens in London and Paris, regular inspeotion of $he Arivers®
billets and arrangements for their duties, and several additional stm o
- mlscellonsous offise work, For the correspandeuts there wore mny ings
mesnages fron their London or Paris offices, and the 8.7.0.s" work as
with their activities ol welfore wes swmetims hesvy.
n,togother. 150 correspondenta visited A.A.s.r.. either as 'mordi. .
sepproved® aorrescndents who nado only short visits. . Of Shis grend tobal
15 woro poremently attached o the Forse, |
mpem«mmmm. m«mw e

mmmmuﬂ“brwﬁf& ' N R
Pron oatomeo:mmqmmmmnaw- oy

tecknical arrangements mqumwthiommman.n.d. wmrma
to the A.A.8,F. and Fazied 6s & var dorrespandent undar She supervision of A)
msmmmm mrmmsggmwm,mohm ,:‘,.lf, 4
tmmwwm&m.,thmmﬁ,mmu.mpsﬂumh
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into the niorophons ond embled a resord to be made in London of & broadsast |

of his work in Prance. Pilots were bmnght\to the miorophone on a few occasions,
after their soript had been oensored, and that system worked satiafastorily umtil
the stuilo vas dimantled when the AASF, loft Relus, By arrongment with the .
7BoBsCoy Mo uluenr also made use of the studio for direst broadsasts to Amorim,‘ )
the first having besnon ¥arah 17,

' Inoidentally, the Preass Liaison Section was mmmqunabymme
toundertakomrkonbohalfoftheB.B.d. Arrmmtswroudafortho _
distributiontoallleotiomoftuA.A.S.F. wmwmmmm.,
and early h 1940 investigations were held ond reports made cntha reutianut E
R.A.F. porsonucl, to this programs and to pu-tmm itens oconcorning -hma K
lhtemmst was organiwd. - . [T ;_,:_";'{.

, ﬁp. Fil. Ogilvie, Mrocion-ﬂmml of the B,B.0., visited th- A.A.a.r. on = !
‘Pebruary 3 and, mwwmm:m.mmuu (me
& mmmn.s.o.). mmmw.mmwmmum
the n.n.a. pmsnm ’

mwmmtmmrm-nmm“awm
pmmw.mmmmwmmmww
Mrmwformﬂmmmmmumumﬂw“
mmm-uwmwtqummwﬁm
mmmmmmmmwwww&m." e
Playfoir in his.room at H.Q. and of the H.Q, Operatieus Boos m-m-mq
MMdhammﬂmaﬂudmaummmctmw
A.a.8.7, HQ.s o roquested that every :mkumtomm;
. m-.s.nmscr. mﬂﬂt‘nrmwwpmmm.wrwm“me,
on Deaezber 13 mnmmm».wwmmmm
a@oemmtsmr.mmmmpmma-mmmmmwanmm‘
of the wrld, Having recaived offisisl permission to fiyin Servise sirereft, Er.

/@evon
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pade his first flight in Prance on Jemuary 41, with an Australian pilot,

N

~and took pistures of Battle bombers in formation over Reims, later be zade
‘saveral flights and bis air plotures of fighters and bombex:a were publisked in

. many newspapers and periodicals, The photographers also sent to London, as soon
64 posaidle after the events, piotures of the visit of H.M. the King, the Prize

' Windster and other notable visitors to the A.A.S.F.
: A8 the requirements of the photographio branch expsnded, a dark room was '

_' 'olta'bushe& jn the S.P.0,8' tuilding to expedite the work, and a copporsl was

j -.,“*m;‘;(f“?tﬁ’”“ i agsist, the photogrophara, Neamtithqy D8 M ier

a3, ¥r, Hemssor, who worked with tm Forss, with whioh he was oporating during
# Gorman imvasion of the 1ow Gountries, heving returned $o the United Kingdam
aii ’:‘Ml' Gomponent was ordered kome, Mre BuJ. Deventry, en offisial . , |
ographer nomally stationsd in the U,K,, speat somo $hres weeks in Frante
M 23 to April 10, part of bis timhamgbmamtonomk-m
r Googonents Ty Davon Fecained with the Auk.3.F. witl 1t retumed t0 England,

2 s total of nore Yhen 2,000 plotures had been taken by hin, M. Henssép

2 Nr, Deventry in the A.A.S.7, area by the time the Force 1eft Franco,
v ¥ho foregodng account kas Deen conernsd mainly with the work of tho section
. Mro lsrgo=scale operations begen tho Western Front, The scone was
 soliemly transfornsd on iy 10, with the Gormen tavaston of Bolland, Belgiun and
Imgewbourg. At Reims en air reid sta ed at 6 eome o AALS.Pe a:ll'ﬂ'l“
were hombed at intervals during the &aw. Yost of the oorrespon!ms were at this
time in Epgland, for reasons to bs explained later, end the S.P.0.8 themselves

.tranamitted stories to the Air Iinistry, for distribution to the Press a8 part

of the Alr Ministry News Servise, These stories were baged on irformation
gathored by S.P.0.8 who visited wing H.Q. and squadrons which had been bombed
and were heavily ehgeged with the enemy, Two visiting correspondents, Kiss
Margaret Gilruth (Australien Newspaper Service) and Mr. O.R, Tonkin (Straits
Tines) were with the A.A.8.F., bomever, end Kr, Gardner, of the B.B.O., roturned
% Reius that day. Miss Gilruth and Mr, Ponkin telophoned stordes of their om
%0 Iondon end Mr. Gardner broadeast an aceount of the day‘'s exciting events.
On ¥ay 41 several correspondents hrriedly returned to the A.A.S.F, from England
and were rejoined during the following day or two by the recaingér of the
"asoredited® representatives normally stationed at Reims,
Prom May 10 to May 15, the 8,P.0,5 were extrenely busy eolleeting
Anformation of the A.A.S.F.'s operations and contusking corresponiezts %o vardcas

..lm__, - o /
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~ .
 points, inoluling British antieairosaft batteries, to gain their own impressians.
Iong distances were eovered, notably by Squadron leader Wisdom aud Mr. Devon, who
made one journey, on May 13, to the Sedan area for information and offieial
piotures, which were obtained during fisrce boubing and maghine-gunning of the

roads they were traversing, Other S.P,0.s also gathered details for the
correspondents under heavy bombing attacks, but fortunately there were no
oasualties in the sestion. Between 8,30 and 9,30 a.m and between 6 poms and 9 pom.
each day long stories were telephoned by S.P.0.s to London for the eormspcuieutq,
and it is a tribute to the telephone system that no deleys were oxpariensed, despite

the bitter fighting on so wide a front and the insessent boubing of the 1lines o

comminication. Early on iay 16, when German mechanised columnswere reported to
be advancing on Reims from the direstion of Berry-au~Bas, orders were given for the
AJA.8.F, H.Q., and squadrons to mve to the region of Troyes, At 2 a.ze ths sestion
%as warned to burn seoret doouments and be prepared to leave Reinms at short nctioce,
At 3 p.m. that day the seotion dsparted from Reims and the corresnondents ware
instructed to go to Paris to await furthor direstions, Afr raids were still
poraistent and the roads betweon Reins and Froyes, vhere the A.A.3.F.s new
Headquarters wore established, wore orowded with refugses. As a result, tmffb
blooks caused long delays, cnpeeun:atsmm. m;vm-mnmmmn- | _'

located in a first=floor room of ths caferoy,intheemndhwn.bﬁum

8quedrons were operating day and night H.Q, asked that -mietotpmmf ..
linited, particulariy as the comanding officers and the pilots wers in need of
mich rest as possible. Haterial for the correspondemts’ Wtories was collééted,

therefore, by S.P.0.8 from K.Q. and from squadrons and handed out to the L
correspondents. Their copy was taken by car each day o Paris, iu the sbsanso «f .
any other means of transport regarded as relable, aince Paris was by now a military

sone end all Preas measeged leaving Franse had o be subnitted to the Freach
.cenaorship autborities after it had been passed by the R.A.F. cmsor, Squadron
Leader Grant was asoordingly stationsd in Paris for soms days to sasist in the
tranamissfon of the correspondents' despatches to londom. Bessuse of the rapid
German advence ommmnication with London had become almost impossible and urgent
Preas messages had to be ct.xbled thore via New York, Leas urgent matter was
despatohed, as before, By 4.D.L.S. from Paris. Meanwhils, A.A.S.F. airfields wers
bombed Prom tine to $ime and enemy reconmaissanse aireraft were regulerly over
froyes, though the attacks throughout the area were less harassing than when the

/Forae




a 9. ,,
7~tee was still in the neighbourhood of Redma,
The next stage in the wmovements of the' A,A.S.F. Gams when it went to new

atations on or near the River Io:l_f‘a. Beadquarters were at Muides, a small
villa e between Orleans.and Tours and the squadrons Were in a wide area to ths
north, atretohing es far as Le Man3 axd Chateaudun, The Preas Liaison sestion

occupied a bouse at 6 Avemus Verdun, Blois, 19 kilometres fromMes. and the
eomspondentamauomodatediahotclahthm. which stands on the Loire,
Thoughthecemnadnmmmpﬁ,atminaom MM“MMM‘
tomis,mthewmspomnta'wpymmmhmwmtotﬁm
working in the capital. When Paris itself became onﬂusmi. bmr.‘tho wm
amswonmaderarm,mmm”rungm"at mternh.wrom

to leave the-aity, aad frem June 10 until the dsparture of the A.A.S.!'. \
England on June 16, it was most diffigult to ledwmwnom“ﬂhm

$a, s ,".\‘.\ PRI

though some wers despatohsd by wireless fmbm. vi!nro mmmﬁ..

(ln

mitary ratts; ‘gravely iopaded progreda mammmﬁm,
an bour to read:n.q. atmmtmﬂhi& -uowm
to 20 aimdas | _
‘ mummmmumamaomnw. lt mitf".;.f' '

prosseded to wmshmaﬁmmnthw.o.laﬂmmm‘
tmrmsmimwmommhwm.mmm/%
adVamcominaenGOfﬂ.a.onttam rmnug\wmt th- '

luauiI:eend.,aaur.tcle(‘i.that’Gh»eA.A.s.P.ml:ieummkei’m'tt.'¢°""3u5“‘1""’'.“,”’"‘,.’5
t01d to go %o Fautes £ seek further ordors from ths Eeédquartors of e ‘“m‘
Adr Forces in Prame, At thla Hsadquarters, vhich ofe Pesshod ab 5Peme, |
mtrmtionawsresimfortmmhp,gmeomfu‘mhmﬂum
Bngland. Ths 3.P.0.8 thm@oromthaeumspmeuta atthoamdnaﬂem e
atMesmmametomm A lorry had previcusly Deen scquired

\

[from . .




 of the nm-ea-pmmn»u. mwmmm'stmwhtmﬂm
.»mﬂ.mﬂmt‘»mmmmﬂm ' ’

. \ : 10, H ’ :"—’,j.
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from H.Q. at ¥uides, in exshange for three of the seoticn's cars, and in this
and the two remaining cars of the Press Liaison otf:l.cors,\ the S.P.0,8, their
gtaff and five correspondents travelled to the port. Three gorrespondents were
permitted, at their own risk, to travel from Namtes to Bordeaux as they hed
relatives therej others joinsd the staffs of their Paris Offises at fours, Mer
PM“MMMmRmanoMuMMtMn
eventually returnod to the U.K by boat, Two cerrespondents motored, by
arrangement, to Brest in’'a private car, Meanvhile, the Press Liaison seoticn, '
arriving at Brest ot 5 a.m. oa May 16, witod all day ‘on the quayaide for & ship,
mmtmmmnmmnunwtummmmmwm
mmmmdtm-.ntmumm,mmmwum
mmtm.dmupdmms.r.o.-.twammmwamm |
at&hSp.mdthahmwan,w.mwpmmmm
mmwm«mmw-mmarmmmmm
mmtmpmmwawm.m-Mmmnmm

mm%:;n mpma wm it
mMmmo mum '

mmn.wtmmmmmnamwwﬂmmb
A.A.S.P.lyft?rmo. N . .
Mmmmmmmmur.mmhmmf
un.mqummm..mw me-m
by tho aonsors at A.A.S.F. campared favourably = from the newspspor piint of
viow = fo $hat rdng ot QL. BEP. - -
Faroughout he Wil period frou geptanber S e, he greskest possiile |
comoporatian existod betuasn the Gensors, $ho Press Lsisan cfficers anf the |
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Gc. .otpondents attashed to and vistting A.1.5.F. The Censors assisted the
correspondents in every prastical way.

But despite this all mamer of difficulties did arise from timo €0 $ins, azﬂ"
were rather acpentuated after the egtablistment of the Press and Censorship Goztrol
at ‘B.A.F.F,

Primarily the diffioulties IIBy Ai.n an apparent lack of esnsorship ]
co-ordination betveen Lordon hpd tas Field,

Certain things which could be freely, reforred 4o in newspaper artiles .
mttmathmwummbeuedmmammtmm Mth
correspondents could not mlways mention poimts given im Air lﬁ.nhtr.r hllhtim. .
The position besams more conplex when the n.a.o. « under the censorship- sp Wnn -;;
was permitted to disclose in the gemerel news broadsasts deteils which : ; ;,‘_ ‘
corréspondents mrrame (mmm the n.n&l umqom) eould m use m :

cmnmmyatmmsmmmwwﬂm' phe]
mmmuuﬁmmumwmmmwtomm B
failed %o reveal how thls stop was imposed an the A.A.s.r..-wm ﬁ ,.;.l,f_‘:,_'
:m.mnma.s.r.mm mmm ating the dék

relponnibﬂiv. vt e inforaea Shat 38 mno odspoiels
mum.mm mwamm ,

.ammm-mm nmme. mcwm. -hw
' his Headquarters at Ogulamdera on dpril 10, mmup
however, and osused much dissomteny and m:gaumm the aorroe
Their mmnmmNMMwW”mma
BuAF.Fo wore placed an thoir vAsits 40 AekSa¥s squadronss :mvimbf :
aituation Sheir offices resalledthen to Tanon, peing WM«: "'
With the German advanse imto mmmms, hopevery meﬂv
Reims, tm;htmumitukmmummmm g
Dissatisfaction among the eomweucom not allayed and m emmt
mmwmmwmc@mam,mmmwmm_
AvAS.P, B.Q. t0 Paris, where it was worked in conjunetiog with the From)’ o o
military authoritied. Names of placas and qu:-Ma could not be mentioned o _ !

the oorrespondents' dospatohss, although the names wre being guoted in
’ _ /operational
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qmmmwmwthmryamfommmwbm
hbothnr.l.tuhaulmwtpapcn. | i

While oonditions were mmdmddmthem phasoefthen.A.r.'-
sorvice in Prance, and while the witbdrewal of the R,A.P.’ mgmnxud@nrhﬂ
ﬁmwwﬁ‘“““wﬁmhummtmrmm.m <

'Mimlthawhiohwdﬂmmmm«niddbdbm;mbm

as m“, 4n oloss ocutact with that MM;-., with the 8,P.0.5 anj with ﬂu
correspondents. nhtheopmhnwtbsmsormmummhmﬁ’“f
tho A,A.8,7, that 4F a Fores d-naruma.us.r..wcpmmm“'
if Gbrrospondents are permitted to ssampany 1%, the censory Mﬂ‘m
should be stationed at #8 Headquarters, -oumhomwarm
mmmm.munmummu.mm

>

delpatcb»itwuldbomdwtomr.




EQRMATION
Proposals for 'bhe establisiment of a Public Relations Branoh within
the U.K,Amy and R,4,F,Liaison Staff in Austr?in vere first submitted to the
War Office by Major-General R,H,Dewing, Commsnder, U.K.A.L.S. in Doscuber 1943, -
It was poposed that the Branch would ccmsist of an Army n.a.n.r.n.‘.rg.f;;l
s Royal Afr Porae .R.0., & Staff Sexgeant and a Btanograpker, Ita objeat w
broadly, to projeat all foms of U;K. information and publicity (Mavy; W i
Alx Fores) throughout the Servises operating in Australia and the S.H.m._‘
and @ssist in the general presentation of Auatralian and other mﬁ‘

Although the War Estebliskment was mot fimally approved until the ug T

{
1

of Jenuary 1944, in anticipation of War Offise approval to the schems, ﬂn m
of a P,R, organisation began cperation immediately, It aonsisted of nb.:;r’-\
and a Stanographor, L V ‘

The pomm main lines of vark in the Branch, grouped werllo "

and, after modification mmmwmmwumw
U.K.AL.S. in Mareh, |

This *"Nemorandun on Future Basis of Work® between tho two offm
provided for the canalising of all M,0,I, material for sustralian m, Pt
through the High Commissioner's office, It restrioted the P.R. mmun
U.K.A.L.8, to the Australian Services, with the proviso that suitable T
end information might be submitted to the Australien Services Ds«F.R. m
dasemination to the Pross and Radio as they thought £it, If specifically
approached, U,K.A L.3, oould provide correspondents with copy, at the
disoration of the Oomaniet.

/Th8o00ee



The agreemsnt also prcvided for alose liaison between the two offiges
in matters of radio talks, films, sto,, all U.K.A,L.3, aotivities unier these
headings being subjeet to the knowledge and approval of the High Coumissioner's
office,

In addition to material supplied through the High Commissicnert's ofice
the P,R,Branch of U,K,4,L.5, arranged for the supply, direst, of all types of
British Servises literature, copy eto,, prepered and distributed by P.R.Branches
in Middle East, Indin, Ceylon, the 7eat Indies and so om,

g y, s ™

British Serviges Newa FPeatures and Information
X, ASdn o tor )

4 total of between 900 and )OO0 items, rogeived fram all sources had
been handled up to the middle of Ootober, 194k, Material mot suitable for immedat
publication or news doard display has been filed for reference purposss oF
swmarised for edwational authorities, During the same period over 1000 British
Offioial plotures were reprodused for nows board snd similar displaye

Fotes on Australian requirenents, with spesifia requests bave beew -
supplied to P,R, authorities aml examples of publisations, to vileh UK.AduSs b
access, have bean mupplied from tims to time, This has resulted hmlyw

inoreesed of material receiwed, -
RVEY AND OUTTINGS SERVICE
This gerwice developed on the lines of the origimal proposals, bas
proved successful and, from 100 papers scanned each wesk, seleoted alippings ave

supplied to Ds, P.R, in other theatres, Although it has not boen possidle to carey
out a complete monitoring of radio programmss, ascess has boen gained to certain o

commercial services when required,

Ower 50 publications, smounting to a total figure in excess of 100,000
heve been oiroulated in this waye U,K.A.L.S, has also undertaken the full
sexviges distribution of all U,K, High Commiasionsy?s information Telograms,

/P.nQWQOOOOO
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P b, LIATIN BETWEEN S, 7.P,4, AND S.E, ASTA

The two-way ohannel for the interchange of news and ideas betwsen
these two theatres was opened early in the year, Since then, in addition to the
dewelomment of a S,E,A,C, Commmiqus sexvice in Australia, large mmbers of Ammy
Observer atories, R.A.F, items, weekly and monthly reviews and guidarce items |
have baom handled, U.K,AL.S. also prepared and transaits a weekly S.£.4.C, news
Tevisw on the Australian national broadeasting. netwoxi, '

For a period an Australisn P.R, 1iaison offiser was attashed h
S.F, 4,0, at the request of D,P,R, and U,K.A,L.S, recently negotiated for the .
rosting of two R.A.A.F, offisers on additicmal liaison duties within the M
LIATSON WITH AUSTRALIAN SERVICES P R, . .

U.K.AL.S, has olosely identified itself with the éfforts of = !
Australian authorities to present the Australian pioture overseas, Apart “f‘

T

copy and seleoted outtings, assistance has been prowided in the bulk
distribution of 20 Australian offiaial publications,

LIAISON WITH AUSTRALIAN D _ o
‘ A5 apgmeciated at the outset, this Matson ia, fundssentally,
the saops of the B,R, Alviser to tho High Comisajonsr, In %he Mc@
material from other sources, with the Inowledge of that offics, \mmr.

material and Australian issues for overseas have froquently beon mmﬁ
* the Doputy Director of Information in Nelbowrne, U.K. copy &l S.B.A.G- :
information is also prowided for the Australian Short Wave mmem -
Division on a yegular basis,
BROADCASTING
mmmmwmmm:(mnﬂtm
through Australisn Ds,P,R,) to the News Bditor of the Australian Wﬁu
Commission in Melbourne, a mmber of talks and interviews have been arranged ’ § L
for British services persommel, Arrengements have also beon mede to provide
greater publioity within the Australian Scrvikess for relayed B.B.C. items,
partioularly of the services features, o.g. Regimental storiss, RAJF.

prograrmose
FIL3

Shortage of film rawestook and heavy cutside oivi lian ealls on
availsble show prints of British films tas greatly restristed the scope of

e20008
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this branch of eotivity, All possible films have, however, beem given widest
possible oiroulation and, es soon as raw stook is received, duplicating
arrangements may be put into full operation,

ISCN WITH NATIGNS P,

Close liaison has been maintained with Americen and Dutoh P.R,
organisations and a oonsiderabls emount of informaticn thereby obtained,
Reoiprocal disiribution of selsoted servises material of all kinds has beem
taking plage for some time, This has provided a mmber of useful mew chammels
for British aopy, as, for instance, the Malay mewspapers and Dutsh periodicals
produced by the Netherlands Indies Information Bureau,

while it is not suggested that we should consider ourselves as
competitors, it 48 felt that, in the maintenanae of a balanoed plature in the

S,W,P.A, amd S,E,A,C., reports prepared by U,K.A.L.S, on the astivities of such
PR, offices may prove useful,
ATSCN W ' .

A cousiderable mass of information regeived is found to be in excess of
that available to UK, persomnel ocmoerned with political warfaye, This has
enabled U,K,A,L,8, to provide a servise, slightly cutside divost P,B, work, but
which has boen enthusiastically roceived by those concerned, Ihs Far Zastern
Liaison Office has also partioularly requested that mmmmbeufmm
official operational pistures be supplied for &mmunmmmw
ensny and enemy occupled territoriss, Until regently most illustrations MM
material have been suprlied from imericen somves, :

CRRSGRSHIR
The P,R,Branch has been consulted cn many occasions in comneotion with

eensorship problems,

Arrvangaments are baing conoluied for the produation in Australia of
aexrtain U.K, publisations, imoluding a poster, a booklet on the British Axmy and

an RAA;FQ WO

1t 18 urged that the Memorandum outlining the respeative dnt:lz of the



*"lgh Goomissionsr's Gffice and U.K,A.kS. 18 mot o satiafectory basis wan which
to operate to best advantage the resourss of U.K. public relations in Australia,

Among the reasons for this are -

(a) Restriotion on the direst official contact of U.K.A.L.S, with the
“Australian Press and Radio makps British Sorvices P.R. largely, dopendent on
Australian P.R. persomel for the distributicn of U.K. editorial- Hot umsturally,
suoh -personnel while being fully prepared to oooperate, are pre-ocomupied Ilth
the presentation of the Australian Services ploture, Distribution of u.x.:-
inevitably becomes a secondary consideration, ’ _ : ‘u‘ 'e

(b) Almost equally important is the fact th;t ¥.K.A.L.S. boing ﬁmblaﬁ\
disouss future oditorial programss with She eppropriate exemﬁvéa, is fompa

. to work largely oma hit or miss basis with many public press auhiuim. - ‘

(o) There is notably less chanse of the editorial ssceptanse of certain m
of operational or services copy when it is identified with a poli.tm or-
diplomatis office, Yet the present working memorantus inqyi tably difings e
of U.K. io6ues to be so ldentified, o

’

(2) Geographisally, Canberra does not lond itself %o the
operation of a eumprehensive Publie Relatins offiee, ' Owimintl
parts of Australis mm@mmmm uton:x ;l_, 4

arises as to who determines the relative hporhmo at aam.cu

Tho above obaervations are mt intended to suggost that nr(mh
P.R. should operate independent}y tn Anstmna. But rather ee dtress m e
need for a more closely welded joint servises and political organimm nx
affeot, & Joint Infomation omzittes, This Oomities dhould aonsist of the'
P.R. Adviser to the High Gomissionor, Sorvices representatives, avd also, if
possible, a representative of H.M, trade der’s in the




Under suitable direstion the serviees representatives should be in

I

a position to operate direot with the Press in all matters comneoted with P.R,

\

for ths Ravy, Arzy or Air Foree,

Oonaiderable opportunities exist for the local produstion of U,E,
motorial in Australia, This wuld obriats tha considersble transport delays whic
often render 1,0,L. and other publications hopelessly outdatod befare bulk
ciroulation can ooamence, | ' _

It 15 falt that the provision of fumls for thds purpose from combined
Services and 1,0,I. sources would de well justified, .

Most sush publisations, Lnaidemtally, could be based upon proofs |
of solested M.0.L ﬁm aimailed out for the purpase. Note ~ the majerity of
Aerigan iteas for the Australian services are either prodmsed locally e
simmailed out, ’

The heavy predominance wwwAwmmel
the S.W.P,A, has providad difficulties tor Pritish upmumhthw

W-mmwuu.&hk&.mmm.dmltom
msmmmmmtommmmmmm '
obstruotions, MW-malnmm:hthMuhm
mmwwm*mmmnmwmmmmh x
maintaining & trus peripestive an local operations,
nptmmtm.mummmatmwuavmuu
/these



. relationship between the PR, mammmmmmm

\

these representatives. in addition to the American and Amtmuan 1icensen.
The "ecorediting® body oould either bde U.K.A.L.S., the R.AF. in Australia or

a British Joint services H.Q, if ons is likely to be eatablished, Thh
mmditathn would provide British Pressmen at leaat with soms additional status

mmzvuortummuanmrcmm.mm"mmwwr
with the big influx of United Kinglom parscmnsl, (putmmyw).ma'-‘ a
payohological +ime to strengthén and devolep the publistatng of U.K. powm
and service activitiss in Australia, The Australian publdo is now (mnwa
mmxymepuvommmw-mmumumwyv“ '
Publio Relations servics, The importems of ¢his in postewar Bupire relations
uommumwmmwotmmmi-uammu.hu;

‘,: JG

w;mwmmmamwmtﬁw;{
pmn.n‘lrunomtorhlh wm-nmhm%ﬂ

mmmmmm:nmuommwhm
ydnely whtoh s prinoipally fur the purposs of plotoral, sk ff.
offioors on the U.E. wmn.a.v.nmm&nmwmm‘;
distribution to the Australian Serviees. Mm..gmnum
thcs;ﬂuzmtmbmmmcentnsanamdgqﬂunm nadegiste
mhofthomniltryofmfow:ummumm ‘

Pmdmﬂdkthﬂohms%dmomﬂswmmﬁ‘

equivalent U.K, Aray apd R.A.F. Liaisan §taff PR Brazoh an the dervines* am.
ahd the agreed ssope of their respective miv:m-. ‘

Pmthemmﬁb"&wwn.w.mmmmumﬂmmm
umfmlmnttowhuapm.m,mmpmmmx.sem .
AnPormationeesess® = this Bramoh baing responaible for the provisien of a definite

news and information servics, in addition to the maimtenance of a photo libmary,
- [eto, '



On the other hand, the High Comnssiomer's affice hos maintained that the
services starfhereisonlymupomue for the provision of U.K. material within
the Australian Services = anything tuay might put over outside the Sorrl.ou m
mmwum-mu.wwnuthmmemwec
Anstmlianba.r.n.

mmwmr-smnammmumma .
Tnforstion, samarising thelr fmotions as compared with curs, maixtained thet
WtMnMMRammtomP.&ththﬁn
to tho High Oomuissioner’s P,R, Bramh, mmsemr.n.,zt an.
not hand out matorial exoeffat the roquost of ths Mstralian Services ai boriting,

niaomlydelimbhthttmmmwhm._-j‘..
mtmtu.mwmmhr.wmwmuapuﬂmtomw
seme-mumhuu.reum.udummu,m-oon.hf )
uthmmmwvsmmuwmprmumnl

Ammamatmrmmom«.wmmmrnmm
mmmmuatmuonmmstnrmmm"""" j

mwpwmmmammmt@i,f
for effisiant PR, sorvie, ' R
(a)MM:LU.K mmmmmé at -

thBritishMomtmsQMomnMorh (mmvu 5
Waaumonmmhmpoutmmm-me&mnmatﬁa#mj al
polat for distribution of all Kintetry of Tufirmstion sbiital)s ,
mwzmdrmmuamomnformmm i
Goamssioner and the direct distribution sentre for sll Ministry of Tnfersatlh
services* Publie Relations material. mmmummwm.
MomﬁmaM'mmmtmlemhmw The
V.E Aray and RAP. Lialaon Steff Publis Relstims afficers woulddead anly
" with services mterial but place this direst to press and radio ssurves
without referense to Ganberms (as is dome in New York)., Thay would be
regponsible for placing tliis to best advantage and sesing that all suwsh

/releases



relsases are free from eny political angles. Incaseaofmdo\ﬂst,thg
would first sumit to Camberra for spproval. mwmmtiem'u
onsubhadimtservicehnbeenalm;wtestedhtpemoof&&bc.
news as detailed in Appendix "A"

(v) regeipt of fro U s !oupedltodht;
\Mpmm;mmwmmm.quwm




Services swbion
Gommandsr, U.K, Army & R.A.Fe
Liagson Staff ‘ .
Arny RoA.Ps R.N. Liaison
AD,P.R. (L8, Ool) x O0.P.R.0. (Wing Gomander) ' Officer,
[ ] -
P.R,0, (Gapt.) Assistant (Flight Ifeutenant)
Pilm, Fhoto & !eohniml ‘
® . -, .
1 Liout, or Pt - - S8taff Sgt. (Arwy) 1 Driver M7
1 Draftsman Wi Fit/sgt. (R.AF.) 1 DR,
1 Staff Sgt. or FIt/Sgb. 3 Stenographers,
fat. 4 (ﬂor!'he or Givildan)

3 Gorporele or Ofvilien 3 o
doststexts. 1 Onderly L e
" " 2 fuis tnoressed stetus i desiredle ainse mearly
mscmm-muuam»mmf
SRR 2 % mmmaupmmmufp
| : mmammmmmmm* i g -

meohaninal pmmﬁ"’qg m@@atm mml. am. o
and lntequm)z photo rotousidrg and mmm i
rcpm&w%m of prtutd mm, etatmr is theu w spidal

smmnrggonpeummmmwmmimamm.
mhtim&muomrbgnwmhnﬂmm,qm@ '
wmwuuwewmtmmu.x.mtqmmmm
mtmonwbotemg-asom-m oo
Aminlmmofsswmbowmmbymméof ,
.w“tmtothv.x.bhimstmtommohwsta. wmnlmu
ummuawmmmmwwwwmmw
materials of a losal purchase mature,

° . .
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hpmﬂdingatmomnhtﬁonithhﬁﬂbh%tthwlm&a
ampmomnanaphmmmmpmmthboemw
without delay. Heavy calls on the existing local resources remdor the -
' oontimed prodmtionnf extensive U,K, material by Australisn organm
mertainanﬁast‘hetimofactoruofoonsidonuphportabo.u
WMtunmm ztuboumathemmr;
pemmlmhemmmmlymmmmaemmwmm
abmmmthobammffreqnma.



?-:ﬁhmwmmrsmoommtmtmurmmm. Howas

'Mramw»rk mmrwmenyasuwmmmum
for-hiohpmrommwiu. ' ‘ '

tumm, mmmupmwwmmumm
.n‘w mnn Mnm ffiser, mtm thag EokaP,

'mhnmﬁmmwmrmonwm,u.mt, ,
mmmw nmintermiutomantwbmm
autmm.mmmpauammmumm
_ pmmtmomluummbettu. ' .
L) 'ntmnmwmmmm,mwmancM-'
’h onemm for Publio Relations 0ffissrs to min in the B.A.Ji'. It dees
, :'mttorhwmnitlmrmntaﬁobwhhlw.mmunh
Ykire, - Them, in the ease of a repid expanaion (which you have imnediately
_hnuummefm)mmmmmoum-mmuum :
. Gther departmenta, ,
l.‘So mdﬁmmnomhmmmmhe&mmmheomwpw'hh
officers, nnmpammummmutﬁawemmnm
extremely difficult to get other ranks,
% Pinally, of perhaps peremoust dmportamoe, 1 the nesessity tp have proper
" establistment approved befors sending eny P.R, Unit to a commend, whether
at home or abroad,
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LN PUBLIC RELATIONS
MIDILE EAST ATR COMMAND
Moditerdansan Air Command

: Eak
E The Royal Air Porce Publio Relatio:s Unit was started in the Middle L

. "2 months after Italy entered the wir (August, 1940), the staff consisting
~~ ©f an 3,P,R,0,, two Public Relations Officers and an official photographer.

.  ; These four cfficers came out from England and were joined by a small elerical
t‘tﬂf‘fl.‘ec'z'uited in Cairo, At the end of October, 1940, a Publio Relations
Moer went to Athens %o bs attached to Air Headquarters.  Other officers
u'rxvaa from England; one %o cover the Abyssimlan battle, the other o bo
Stachad to the Desert Alr Forcs,
. Tho modys operandi in those days was for the Public Relaticns officer |
- 4n the £1614 to take suall parties of war eorrespondents to visit the
 Suadvons, © In addition, and for the banefit of the carrespandents vho
“Pemained in Oairo, he prepared news releases, These were usually flown bask
% & Gommmloations Flight and issusd in Calro with siwultancous transudesion
" %0 Afr Ministry, London, for release through Alr Ministry News Service,
- Peature articles were also.prepared and often sent to Rnglemd by Alr Meil,
singe the Public Relations Branch was discouraged from using wireless
faollitiea for long artioles in those dgys.

An R,A,F. Censor's 0ffice was established and all handouts and
Telgases were cleared before issue.

The official Middle East Air Communique was prepared each day by
the 3,P, R0, and passed by 4,0,C,=in<C.

. The best use was made of the local Emtim newspapers, and the
Koditerrancan Forces relied on them very considerably for their reading: it
was considereddsirable to kuep the Royal Air Poroe well to the fore.
Similarly, a murber of broadocasts were arramged on the Igyptian State Broad=
casting Circuit, and Public Relations Officers returniag from the desert
Bsually did talks or arranged for pilots to go to the miarcphons.

By the end of 1941 the Public Relitions Branch hed growsd to sbout
@ight officers and four official photographers. FProm time to time these
were detached to cover campaigns in BEritrea, Greece amd gyria, The Publis
Relations Uni$ which hed Just started in the Par Bast was roinforced from

/oaire .




2=

Gtiro and with the closing of the Greek and Ahyssinian campaign same officers

- (:; returned to Epgland., At the begimning of 1942 there were six officers and
three offioial photographers aectually serving in Egypt and Iydia. The desert
unit had inoreased in size and it was now possible to have a P.R,0, attached

. to each Wing and a Press Base was established at Desert Air Foree Headquarters.
. In Jwne 1342, the S.P.R.0, returned to Eagland and the Deputy
8.P.R.0. was appointed Commanding Offiser.

| The Battle of Alamein, fought in Ootober, 1942, was adequately

- ‘Govered from an air point of view. IRy that time the P,R. unit kad established
: thoir own Broadoasting Officer and Bisley Airoraft, The Broadeasting Officer,

" in adaition to making rocordings in the fis1d, arranged talks by pilots, The
=" alsgs of these were flown baok to England amd the result was an inarease in

. B.5.0. coverage of the NMediterrancan air battle,

, Ar.mo.mapwmrmmnmmumumm
" earlior. At this poriod the Hslta coverage ms ccasidersble,

e In January, 1943, following the Cassblanoe.Oenfercnes, the '
£.0,C,=in~0; , iddlo East was appointed A:I.andor—in-aaw. mitomm-.
402 1% was deoided thot the S.P.R,0; should ot his statt, lave’ Wi fof .
Algiers and from that base co-ortinate all R.A.P., Public Belations in the .

. ‘Moditerranesn. By this time the battle had reashed Tripoli, 2,000 miles from

‘ Cairo,and our press commmicatlons were consideradbly extended, The S,P.R.0.,

e.u,, was susceeded in the Middle East by his Deputy, following a visit of $he \

" BuP.R., Adr Ministry. The S.P.R.0. on Alr Karshal Welch's staff, who had oome
out with Operation "Toroch®, Mu!j'ﬁ %o Englend, and an arrangement was made

‘_";;ut’h the American Public Relations Unit, wherehy the air picture could be

r'_""i&erpmtoa on an Allied basis,

i' N f’ : ¥hile press releases and oommmiques were still issusd in Cairo,
o tho Publip Relations poliay direotion in the Mediterranssh was vested in Algiers,
where the different P.R. Units serving in Bgypt, Ijbia, Tripold, Malts, Algeria

and Gibreltar, were co-ordinated, .

In due course, prior Yo the invasion of Rurope, the S.P.R.0. made
his Headquarters at Ia Marsa, where the Commanderein-ghief and the Air-Commander
in-Ohief had their advanced post. The main Press Headquarters was 5till baok
in Algiers, since the transmission to England was based thers. The Publie

Relstions Unit, however, had by this timo.stablished its om fisld Srensmiticrs,

:Aespatetns from tho sguirons ia Taxisie ware etwy swid dack Yo Alglers. o |
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| . theirownréequmy. The Desert Unit had Joined up with the Algiers Unit and
i | C Publio Relations was entirely indopendent. Thoy hed a fleet of a dogen
" threeton lorries, adequate oook-house errangements for Pisld Press 0 s, o
B S, ®ignals team, four Press Burricanes with long-rangs tenks for taking
Y photographic material back to Agiers, and three Piper Oud Aireraft for
commmications. About a dosen sorrespondents were then permanently attached

: to the Royal Air Forge, and were issuing an average of six or seven handouts
. & day for the use of the main press Hesdquarters in Ngters,

o For the lanitng in Sietly arrangesasts wero aads for
eornapondents to £1y with the a.murt towing gliders, and also to land with
'up first squadrons, A mumber of correspondents were bassd in Halte from

where the great fighter forae operated %o cover the :lmma:lon. This was the
f'pma whon commmisations were most sorely tasted, sinos the Publie Belabioss
: -‘Wrs who lanled with the first perties in 8icily were often obliged to
- .‘get their despatohes back in returning landing oraft,
S When landings were sade in Italy, two separato Press Casps had
= %0 so"ombuma. ome to stay with the Dosert Air Pores Eeadqurters, movizg
‘up tha Hastorn ecast of Siedly, aad one to land at Ansts and ultisately go
" 'forward to Feples. During all this time the wlt was obliged to kesp
" parmenemt base at ‘Algiors aince the transuission fasilities $o Bnglend were
SR 411 established there, The camp at La Marsa, from where afficial

- “eoapuniques were issued, was continuod, |

S In Jamary, 1354; the Allied Camander and the Air-Goaundereine
© Ghief left the Moditerranean to' sommence planning for Opsration “Overlord®

(invasion of Normendy). It was deolded that the S,P.R.0. should return to
England with Adir Chief Marshsl Tedder. Discussions had taken plass for the
moving off the Presa Comp from Alglers to Raples, and this was ultimately
carried out.

Conclusions: In the light of experience the following
oonolusions have been reached:;

A Public Relatlons Overseas Unit (if it is intended to cover
a campaign in which large forces are committed) must be independent of
transportation, signals communications, and commmications airoraft.

Communications will always be of major importanta. OCorresponients

baok at base, providing they were mear to a redio transdtter, had a big
. advantege over the correspondent 8otwilly with squairons in the fields This
was partioularly the case latterly when Publio Relatidis Gffisers *fed®

’ -
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orrespondents with a great deal of firat-class handout material,

A comprehenaive press coverage can never be achioved if one

- Telies purely on' war correspondents attashed to the R.AF. The overell volume

Of air battle coversge in the world press was found to be in direet ratio
%0 the mumber of hendouts issusd.

Most eomspon;ients do not write pure air stories or pure land
Fories. Their editors require ;f them an overall pisture of the battle. For

’ :;5.' that reaaon they are Leen to have air handouts which thay weave into their
ﬁther material. The *individual exploit’ story bad beem played out im the

3‘“10 of Brita:l.n days, and it would havo been completely wreng to have

‘mitmto'mmthohom Thenuofthenrbattlehd _
. anﬁ:httmﬁ‘ted, nmmlmoranaﬂ‘«irafadoabmbanmm

"u’é to oloh'he? a particnhr target. It was a vast strategio plan implenented ty

?ul’}ly tmma. cperations. As bhas been oxphined, the pattern of air offensive
\:tﬁb@ng Mablhma in the Mediterranean, which would later be put in practice
Rurape to dentmy-the 2 encmy in France, Bolgium, Holland end Germany.
Putures ng should be taken to define olearly ‘to the publie
mlatinnshimoms. It has now been eatabmhod that the air offensive
4’4 dominent role ip gohieviig tltimate vistory. The public have reached
this conolusion because the generel reporting of the air battle has been
designed to emphasize the soientific mavure of air power, There should do mo

hint of haphssard, buscancering, air operations,

D e




The P.R.Unit was established in Singapore in 1941 vhen S/ Barrymaine
P e
. went out with A.VeM.FPulfords &L Grant and ¥/L Blsckwood errived in Septesber
fod
: 19hfs F/Lt.Downer vas then holding the fort, Barrymaine having loft some weeks
| !‘ E‘ .

_ Grent travelled out by air end es Lt.Gen Sir Heary Pownsll wes on the
' #emo oiroraft, hed plenty Of Opportunitics o dlscuss .2 sotivitles. Ho wrote
" general mecorendun en route, giving his idees of the 1del Jolntesarvices

e ‘aoteap?s [mnmmn&mmz.mwmmmimof
e zedn thaue of the memorendum was that P.Rs Deportaents of ell services
gkt o subuit unvernichod scoounmts of the sotivities of thelr om am, sul thet
 ought to be ot EeQe & co-ardinating PeR.Officer, of no particular sarvice

'kang out to nowspapers, end would be in substanco the same 85 She official
 dommnd gee, bug written with & osrtsin ozount of colour end life, Grent's ides
‘Wis that acnething more was noelod then e bold commnique for tho pepors, svelding
'Nthommmnmwnotmawvmummmummmwmh
mt the aotivities of the othor services.
On arrivel at Singepore Grent made contsot with the ALr HeQs &t Bize

Boed and found thet the come atzosphere 6s bad axisted in Prence and Bnglend ot
he beginning of the war when ReA.P.Public Relotiona Doportaents were rothor new
and saspoot, wus 5till in evidenoe. It takes a servioe & long time $0

| ddatingnish between lino=ohooting and nevessary public norsle-reising merretion

of cperations.
| Grant saw A.VeMePulford vho ves most gympethetic end helpful, end sugges=

%ed to him that the Ops sumsary should be the same as or similer to tho one done

in Malta, i.8., Offensive ond Dofensive actions described ond results

samerised, with the mumbers of airoreft taldng part in sach operetion He gave
_ 8 gpecimen copy of en Ops Summary to tho S.A.Se0s, Air Comsodore 811147 who vos

8130 helpful end co~operstive. (E zperience showp that the Senior Officers aro

alive to the vaiue of temperste publicity, and that opposition comes fran

Operetions and Intelligenco Officers, Wing Comsnders apd Squedran Leaders

mostly, who have en ingreined inclostic antipathy to ublicitye Junior officers

"o toke part in the sotusl operoticnd do not sericusly, objeot to restrained

. /esoountBeooocee

ihomnweu then 1ato & story ukich vould in effect bo an Cpe SumAxy suitable
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accounts of thedr exploita. Maayfmuofhmﬁmuthommasa
rosult of newspoper publicity.)

' At Singapore S/L Grent appointod Bladkwood to recard the sctivities of
™o of the faur stations on the islend, and Downer to take care of the othor two.
He oxpdled & dodly communique and handed it over to the Amy Iatelligence 0.C.
foF inecorporation in the Joint commmiques This worked with & foir emunt of
sootimeas.

o Censorahip was rather a bugbears Tho Censor was ot oxperienced and
a0ted, rightly or wrongly on the essumption that 8 Censor ¥os uscless unless he
“Maww evarything that ws gaing om. He spent & oeasidersble $190 o8 Kigs ia tho
-AhMDoputmtandnumwgotmommmp huWOfmmm
" a4 bean roped in fram other Deportuentse Portunatoly, as for es P.Rs stories
ware aomcerned, mothing of an exoeptionsble neture wos subaittels In cao cose the
smulor censor returned to his office in the evening and found & story that hed beem
peased 4y ono of his subordinates scme five hours beforce. IS cantained & phrese

"2 suw about o dosen Jep siroreft joing dows', ssaribed Uy one of the P.R. officers

9 an ReA.Fe fighter pilot. The censer demenied thot the atory should be

withirewn as the officiel commnique only clsinod eight E/A shot down, and thag

such & story would throw doubt on the acoursay of our Officiel Commnigaos. Grent
tdld him that while @ commnique might throw doubt on 8 NOVSpeper stary, a
newspaper stoxy wauld not throw doubt on an officiel commnique.  He roported
the matter to A.Ved.Malthy who upheld tho osmsor oud 1014 Grent not to overrule
hims Inexperienced censors are of course & peste The one in question used to
teke cut phrases such s, 'Jap planes flew over Singapore lest anight under a
‘boobers Moon'e Asked far his reasams for $his, since the Jopa obvicualy could see
the moon they were fMWuwwwmmtﬂmwmmma he had
aume scatty rule of thamb direction about not wisolosing weathar to the enany,

Grant 1eft Singajore at the beginning of Pebrualy anpd joined the joing
HeQe 4n Jave,

In Java it was not cnly necaessary %o reconsile the interests of three
Bervices, but of four netions, esch with three services. This calls far & g man
ot the top with vision amd without a notionsl or servics 230 to grindo The G.A.8,
w0 was A:0.Co 8% the time told Gront thet $he ‘Alr Mimistry wald reqire to .

/8ucardagaeee i S




3

448081 any parochial 14ess sbout PeRe ix Jova!

o Grant scoardingly

(1) getting ReAlF, operotions stories off to the Air Ministry

4 the other natdons to look after their om offedrs, amd (2)

5 mﬁ&mam f@mmmmmmnmaummm.
» "»nﬁhnmtohatuagmam

by 0o means unoriticel of ug, Mm
PdMohing saon things aas *Jovo will stends Ve never olsimed that 4t wos

mpregnable ag the English 444 of 8ingaporets This 1rraai>m1hlo Journalisn

.

d;dmt canduds to friendly relatlons botwesn us and cur Dutch allies, Whather

%ual’.& Job or not remains to be decided,

Finally about P.:,0£r4.00r0, It is deairedble that a P,R, Officer ghonld
-%"WMtw,wmupmeom Ho bes t oxpladn things
Mmawom. Ho ought o have o conaideroble kmowledge in his heed
WMMMO&:‘M@“M& I8 is dosirablo that a PuR. afpicer
‘Mhmwfmeatmummwmmmorm&m..unm
ﬂi})’;hemmpumm m&mummumm@w»
© M9, brondh 12 b had g tasough b0 BL1 0 7 v e, Peaco time 1s
1002 far the cotbitansont of o troroughly kamielgente B, persmal, They

> 5h0034 be op ove:y cmrse that 1o canduoteds Bach 00urBe 1s 4n fact @ news
stoxy in itsale,




: Provicusly Rublio Eolations in this theatre was controlled dnd
"ldltmm from GEQ, Iniis Gomuend, under Brigadler Ivor Seehu.- I¥ was en
‘=Nu~ems.oes organisation, coaprising Navy, Ary &nd Adr Forces

N The uﬁabnalmmt of the Inter-Services Dimtonte. (XIndia) expended .
*fvtdl.vu thoB\lmoonpaigndwolopod, Bat this & not opply to the same extent .
’*ﬂh R.A.Ps - Thero was a shortage of muitable officors for P:Re and $he
fbth!.o seotions, the result being thef ¥his mmll umit ws overworkel e

ible to earry cat all its comitsmts.

I .aamon, ISPRD (Indis) was n’spombu for mpmcmu’caot wrious

’onamvoqpmmmeuaom mmywmw,am
“hihormpmw-uthom,mpéuﬁumhm-.mmnuy
i As time went on and with tho subaeqieat arrivel of streng RiA.¥, bomber”
Naxhwmamumomsmtm(mu)anwm
‘ﬁ“atmnua. 'When Lord Louis Kountbatten vas sppointed Suprese Allied Commsnder,
: i}imtmn.mmmmnumrmum.

S It wes known as Informstion and Clvil Affairs, ALY Karshal Sir Philip
‘.'Jmmbm-ppouw Direstor, When lerd louts moved bis K.g. o Eanty, Oplan,
muumx.Q. smmwdmmmundwm All oopy from
L l"&o'- operating at the front had to be despatohed to Kandy m-mauw for

| meaebhm-oml.owmmww.
) m«mmmwuamtnbnumawgu

. Wrenamisgion and on many oooesions were hold up for days on end st Kandy before
bedng mage aveilable to the Press. These atorics were frequently cut-ofedste whea |
“haaod War correspondents, opareting in the forwamd sress, 'mmm
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Hsh speed tranam ttor was established at Comilla with direot omntoati.u
thlmuioa. This brought about a marked improvement in dealing with copy from

JAniing Glvil Affairve with Services P.B. was an unfortunate
and in future planning -~ should another wer ocour = the Alr Ministry

Mtldqpmvd mﬂyto?.&
mﬂ:w carned tbmmd'!blbrgottmw
ly mm:me:,»nuvnmwhﬁm Jor amapls,

A Only four R.A.F, P.R.0's were aveilable ot fomation to cover the
éﬁnm front strotching from Imphal in the North to Rangoon in the South =
oo 1,00” miles of acuntain, swasp snd Jusgle. These officers want en
. Wum snd Were reaponsible for turning out mIy emellent staries,
" PAraqlarly on supply-dropping to our troops = the grestest airedrop in the Mstory
| Of any war, Reelising the position ond the foot Uet the wnit was now fed direct
% D.P.R., Adr Ministry, reinforoements wore sent by air fran othor Cemnends in
Barope and the Middle Rast and a Direotor of Alr Informtien was appointed.
All these officers were exporienced newspaper men amd although efter
thoir arrivel & deoided improvement was evident in the handling of R.A.F pablicity

/moeouo-oo
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undertake dangercus missions was the admiretion of all Allied squadrens.
A1l operations fram Imphal to Rengoon were covered by Connachie apd his wmem.
%AR PICTURE DEPARTURNT, AIR MINISTRY

A unit from the above section was also Sent out $o South East Asia
by DeP.R., Air Mimistry, under the command of Squadron Leader Hensser. This
oxperienced tesm of former Press photographers operated with cansidersble
successs They secured an excellent range of photographs of the war in Burme, !
both in the air and on the ground.

QRITY FOR AL P.Re |

In the early steges of the caapaign P.R.0's were scmetimes regarded
by comsanding officers of squsdrons as "Prosszmen*. This was a distinok
handicap snd to offset this fallaqy W/C Dickson discussed the matter with the
Adr Marshal (Sir John Baldwin). As the result ¥/C Dickson drafted a lotter im
the following terms =

SECREE

From ¢ Heedquarters Third Taotical Alr Force,
Alr Comsenj South East Asis,

o :  Officers Comssniing all Unita. o
Date 3 12th Pebruary, 1944 ‘ S |

mummmotmmmmmwhmmﬁw
. Publie Relatians Offioers in the axsoutlon of their dubies is 40 bo bibughh
to thamoties of ll offioers mler your comsand. When Pablis Belatiens X
Officers visit & Qroup, Wing or Squadron to colloot information thay are ssting
under my direst ordars, through my Chief PeB.O., and ovary facility thy =
require should be granted, |
Similarly, Pablic Relaticns Photographers are officlal Camorsaem 1
and are permitted to take photographs of oy militaxy subject = whether fer use
in the Preas or mt. A oase resently oocurred when & Public Relaticns
Photographer was taking seoret photographs for Intelligence purposes amd Ms -
authority was seriously questioned by local officers, A
If detailed to take part on en opersticn, the Public Relatiens
Officer chould be allowed bto attend briefing and interrogation. A Publio

/Relﬂumnooeooo
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on this front, full credit mst be given to the original smsll team which -
carried the heavy burden. In one month alone the four officers referred to
produced over 50 stories and their {wo still photographers over 200 still
photographs.
RELATIONS WITH USAAP
Not long after RAFPR was brought up to eatablishment, Third
Tactical Air Force became part of Eastern Air Command - an integrated R.A.F. and
UeS.A.A.Fo unit under the oammand of General George E.Stratemeyer, UeSeAeAoFs
with H.Q., in Caloutts. P.R. Was slso incorporated in this wnit and the H.Q, in
the forward area was moved from Comilla to Caloutte. Relations betweesn U.S.AcA.F.
P.R., and R.A.F.P.R. were moat cordial and it wes a common occurrence for a x.A.?.
officer to cover a purely American operation, and vice versa. Amy P.R.O'; were
eqally co-operative and in the latter stages of the cempaign when the Ronl
Navy and themyalmdimnawtmkputmmmm&.mﬁdrml&'l
displeyed a similar tean spirit.
Royal Indiaa Air Fores P.R.0's, ap mﬂng in the fomml mlp |
were oamntrolled by the R.A.F. senior P.R.O:, ss also were their aau w m

photographerse L
These officers were on the eahbnslum of ISPED (Ild il ¢
They were given every facility, being "put in the platare”. hem aa ﬁm ;
operation tock place and provided with airoraft eitker W m R.A,h or B
Another comitment of the R.A.P, mm P.B.0. Wos thom
the despatoh by air of the Forces newspaper W to mmﬁm«l e,
and the Fourteenth Army. Special aimmtt wore laid on for thh Mm “
these airoraft were also uesd far the k!ampontam gf 2.8.@'3 anﬂ m
correspondents to the fomrd aresss "SEAG“ wa mmm on t!w Wt“ S
publication$ = exoept in 8 few isolated cages vlmm S Mﬁab}e Jungle ammg
availahle for the dropping of the newspaper by eim V

When this unit arrived early in 1944 under ke oommand of Wing
Commarder Connachie arrangements were made by him for an elaborate covarage fop

ATV Al w An ] mime A mmmee Lt e L s » . - . -
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«tions Officer going on any operational flight should kmow as much about the

target etc. as the sirorews. Facilities, also, should be granted to tham to
interview airorgws on their return from operations as soon as possible after the

coapletion of the interrogation.

Comnanding Officers and Unit Intelligence Officers should reslise that
Public Relations Officers sre service perscmmel and as such are to be shown full ' l
co-operation when mw&tim acceas to intelligence and combat reportse Censorship “
of stori.o# written by Publio Relations Officers is carried out by me and by the .
Military Press Censors in Calcutta and Delhi. Intelligence Officers should not . N
delete atatesents fram stories because they think it should mot be publishods i

Public Relations Officers attached to the ¥hind Tectical Air Foroe are & -
be granted "imuediate® priority for teleprinter end telsphons when transaitting o
oporaticnal stories to their Headquarters. '

Air Marsha}, T ‘
Air Commander, - ‘
rhtrd '!aoﬁ.oal M.r Pom.

hin waa circulated to all R.A.F- units in Eastern Alr Oamm- m wm
gave one hundred per cent support to ReAeFoPsRe

As comuanding officer W/0 Didison was granted feollities b-_ thﬁ
Commender to attend all plaming conferances, and as s resalt P.ls wos mlpﬂ :
to place all officers, in co~operation wiﬂz Connachie and Hensser, in the ’W
place at the right time. We were thns able to give the invaaions of Akysh, Ramres’
and Rangoon exoellent coverages In faot, P.R.0's were the first to land cn AKYd

end Remree, and they wero elso among the first toenmnnngonﬁ.
All cameramen should be commissionsd officers. India Qocmand PeR. . “ .

insisted on this and they had no N.C.0'a on their establishment. On many oocasianm -

S0A
{
i]

the R.A.F.Filsm Produotion Unit was handicagped by having N.C.0's ss camersmans
Thedr insbility to mix with officers militated againat sheir seouring immediate

faoilities.
/m. LN ]
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. Pola in South East Asia suffered as a result of the above, as officers
m sumnoned home when their services would have been invalnable in 8ingapore,
M Eong and Indonesis. Although the Japs surrendered om August 15, 1345, maxy

gooﬂ stories and photographs were missed as & resulty of their repid recall to the

In the oase of Indonesia, where a "local® war was still going om, this
" Bven in peacetims, it may be added, the R.A.F. in Scath Bast

I suggeat that a Perritorial Reserve of Officers should be formed now
, ;b.p.n.. Air Ministry, incinding P.R.0's, Pila Producers, Oine and Still

-,‘;I‘wbosmphets, to ot 8s & cadre for futare esergendy. These Officers should
W at lesst 14 deys per anmm with B.A.P. squadrons so that they may become

fully aoguaintod with the latest developuents in siraraft and the rescurces
, - ®vallable to them for the calleotion and dissemination of news end photographs
- . padlicising the Service. Newspapers in this country would be anly too pleased to

oo~ocperate, as the material obteined could be issuod exolusively to the jourmsla

euplaying these Officers. Short-tem euxilisry commissions wight be granted %o

young Jourmelists for training in R.A.F.P.R. Work.

DePeRe could prepare a list of suitsble experienced Officers who
served with distinotion in this wer under his command, and gront them Territorial
Oomnissions so that they eould be recelled to the Servios in case of emergenqy.
These experienced Offioers could be utilised to leed teams made up from the
younger school, and the set-up in the verious Comsends should be controlled direct
by D.P.R.Air Ministry,

————
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AIR INFORK.TION IN CEYLON
1943-1945

The funotioning of Air Information in Oeylen has a spéoial intorest and
miticance because ol the wnique position of the island as ' A . )
(1) & Colony having speotal rights - vhloh ozt bebkered on Grom
Colonies” (i.e. sﬁte Gouniod1 which’ mtma un’asr Govem&: and has
‘ bmgmnteﬂ spmhlwmfwgwemento?!hlﬁﬂ)‘ and!avﬂnsm

P

Lol mn“ 1 tiee w.i.%h aadd” :' T :. RS

" whén i.s.n.z: R, ‘vas fanotionts fran oA, efeym *'“uuiy nma but
Lia) at:'thn mo tim mintaineisits o mividmiity iqsning its omh’ wbncaums,
sekly Gasmentar mwsm

G Tl T ~ gt :

A f_*““ ' ;!' Loy . i
t

L4 : :
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“hocmau-u-cuef hed hia m&awa maf &dmm tn’
:(9:.:. oim:.t. cd. : Li eox. meoexm, n.n. £ M‘mmwmm.v

"7 s ot s;&eoiaﬁymmtm ol Wi 166, coﬁsﬁmio a-isﬁnam,,mm‘
mwﬁmmmmﬂmmm‘mcm Prom Hat timo
amwmlmngcmmuremrymshoaunmmmm“m
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4 . .ni .. - f

of m om "aet-up.

o ;htters wore more oamplicated when the Couzanderwini-Chis? held inteh-sermo
Aw *{‘! oo

- cmfweioea anﬁ requestea publieity for aertain wents. ms CFRO naturvlly
s fi / “ ey
‘f andestook this and this often led to°hds visiting steriditn, ¥ = often vith
;%ﬁo '=.‘ L . . . AN . . PR =

unpleasant reshlts, » )
The triskieat situation arose over cemsorship, The Cawandsr-ie-Chief

hed his own oensor - & oivillan - ani the thfed service PRDE asted as advisers,

This moant that the service FEOS were virtually respinsible for. thetr omn <

esonsorship &8 the Press Censor never passed dny nétorial without the ‘advisert

£irst passing it as siitable for publioation, CFRO had ruled that'mat ter wmst

be submitted %o intelligence, & ruling that meant that PEOs were largely

ocntrolled by the local intelligenmce staff concerning steries they wished to

_ ‘anhmit to their own FR headquarters, . '
: mﬂsﬁmmmuMMﬁqmmwwpﬂ_”
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matters, } . . G R
 These diffisultiea hava ben deiamd beomwe of tho possihiliw of R ;
reyetition in same cohny havi.ng i‘cs o, cwmamox-in-chief and an wareascaable
| OFRO wnder hiity Yon Histouks beirg Fiogeled | by m.co!g(.ycmm relations
ahimb&mmhhppﬁaraﬂmttmmmsmesmﬂmﬁﬂy
\ ‘ mm'aduﬁesmcolmbomsmwbtvqndu,maﬂuMbm
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. PR work in Ceylon can be divided into three phases;

(2) vwhen the Jap threat was greatest, Stories of defense sohemas .
anrd training were writtenandismedan&@Ohad the Job of keaping
up the morale of the Ceylonese - always a diffisult job,

(b) Interim period, Here Catalinas carried out great resoues which
were publicised, Naval oensorship held up many of these for several
nonths emd FRO osme up against diffioulty of getting any assistance
from Intelligence, |

(o) Final phase of shipping strikes and mining, ¥ore operational stories

4 now obtainable, About this time too existenco of bases on islands
in the mmocm vas released, Naval censors having had stop on

. these long after BAP had agreed to their relsase,
.ralks fumm.’mm:!.o'o southern atations - Mmuﬂ Frichinopoly -

gheqceu:ln attraotiveness of many of the Ceylon airfields and the islamd
.yf:l:&&“ much scope for oine-photography and from the end of 1944 a photo-
MKker of Fo,3 FIV¥., was attached to Air Informtion, Geylon, for vork of this
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$he nevapapars on this damus, Bat no aaMt of ariticlsn persuaded the Aly
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- - About a year befare tho ond of the war in Eurepe, *Iho Tinos® devoted
Mmto a detailed explenation of the anu“:ggap,&o..mm

ESR

oconsoiontious and dispassiona
MWWMMMM;MW“W““N .
Wituoted %o the PUbAle pensrite e Interost b s o cooitate 2k
’ - L]
bowd to bo oritdcally watcheds® of e » s

These comments reveal that, &ven after more than five years® of
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