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THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
IN THE WEST 

Charles Messenger 

Starting with the circumstances which led to 
the outbreak of war in 1939 and the triumph of 
blitzkrieg of 1939-40, this history covers each 
of the four major theatres of war in Europe. 

Analysing Mussolini's ambitions in the 
Mediterranean, then turning to Hitler's invasion 
into Russia between 1941 and 1943, Charles 
Messenger illuminates the totality of war in 
Europe both in terms of physical destruction 
and the mobilization of populations, capturing 
clearly the various strands of this major 
conflict in its inexorable progression into north 
west Europe and the Middle East. 

Charles Messenger served for 20 years as 
an officer in the Royal Tank Regiment before 
retiring to become a full time military historian 
and defence analyst. He has carried out 
numerous analytical studies for the Ministry of 
Defence and has worked on several major 
television documentaries on the history of war. 
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b 0 0 k r 

THE WARS OF THE 
ANCIENT GREEKS 

Victor Davis Hanson 

The history of warfare in Ancient Greece 
from the heroic age of the city-states to the 
coming of Rome, written for the interested 
general reader and the military enthusiast by 
the leading expert in the field. This brilliant 
account covers a millennium of war: from the 
development of the Greek city to the Persian 
wars, from the mi litary revolution of the 
fourth century BC to the rise of Alexander 
the Great and the Hellenization of the 
Western World. 

Professor Victor Davis Hanson is Professor 
of Classics at California State University. His 
particular interest is in the military history of 
the Greek city-states, and his books have 
revolutionized the study of the subject. 

Publisher: Cassell 
Publication: 29 July 1999, £20.00 
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