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After leaving the Canal Zone, the aircraft climbed 
slowly towards Trans-Jordan then landed at RAF 
Habbaniya in Iraq to re-fuel. After departing 
Habbaniya the Mosquito should have climbed to 
maximum altitude whilst heading for northern 
Palestine, before turning south along the coastline 
allowing it to photograph various Israeli airfi elds.  
Meanwhile, after climbing up to around 30,000ft, 
Peake was guided towards the unarmed Mosquito 
by a South African volunteer pilot, Sid Cohen, who 
was tracking the aircraft with a pair of binoculars. 
However, because of a faulty oxygen system 
on the P-51, Peake was having diffi culty seeing 
clearly.  Finally, after struggling to fi nd the aircraft, 
Peake eventually descended and intercepted 
the unarmed PR34, at 28,000 ft over Israel, and 
apparently incorrectly identifi ed the aircraft as a 
Handley Page Halifax bomber. 

Probably because the daily sorties over Israel had 
become almost routine and the RAF believed that 
the IAF lacked an aircraft capable of intercepting 
the PR34, the crew of pilot Fg Off Eric Reynolds 
and his navigator Fg Off Angus Love failed to 
spot the P-51 slowly closing from their rear. Peake 
fi nally got within range and opened fi re, pouring 
45 rounds into the Mosquito and observing strikes 
on the aircraft as well as the beginnings of a fi re 
in the port engine.  After a short second burst the 
guns on the P-51 jammed. Initially, the fi re from 
the six .50 Brownings appeared to have little effect 
and the Mosquito continued on course. Then 
the aircraft turned out to sea, losing altitude to 
around 20,000ft probably in a futile attempt to 
escape, when it suddenly exploded and crashed off 
Ashdod, killing both the crew. Why the Mosquito 
was operating at such a comparatively low 
altitude, when it was capable of fl ying at 36,000ft 
where it would have been almost invulnerable to 
interception by the P-51, has never been explained. 
Also, considering that the P-51s had been unloaded 
in August, before becoming operational in October, 
the fact that the RAF were completely unaware 
that the IAF had obtained the P-51s, points to a 
singular failure in the British intelligence system.  
Finally, it is now known that ministerial approval 
for the overfl ight of various Arab countries and 
Israel was never sought, and these were authorised 
by the RAF C in C in theatre to provide the only 
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