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out mainly because of the way in which a whole
sweep of contributory factors — the lack of any
effective German anti-aircraft units, the weather,
and so on — led to the conditions that enabled
the firestorm to be created.

In terms of compressing so much history, and
laying bare so many myths, this is without
doubt a tour de force. But perhaps its greatest
strength is that no one with any sense of
moratity can read it and remain unmoved.
Dresden was without doubt a beautitul city,
possessed of a proud history, but at the time
of the raid it was also considered a perfectly
legitimate military target. And Bomber
Command, as the instrument of the British
people, had been carefully developed to the
point where it could produce destruction on

a truly industrial scale. The point made by
the author throughout is of the inevitability
of the event occurring — and if it had not
been at Presden it would have occurred
somewhere else. Indeed arguably there were
far worse raids in terms of percentage of the
population being killed, but for a number of
reasons, including both Nazi and later Soviet
propaganda, Dresden has come to stand out.
This work is, both as a debunker of myths and
an exploration of the tragedy of war, a book
that should be widely read by RAF personnel of
all ranks,

In this case it is without doubt best to leave the
final word to the author:

‘The bombing of Dresden was not irrational, or
pointless — or at least not to those who ordered
and carried it out, who were immersed deep

in a war that had already cost tens of millions
of lives, might still cost millions more, and

who could not read the future. Whether it was
wrong — morally wrong — is another question.
When we think of Dresden, we wrestle with the
limits of what is permissible, even in the best of
causes.’
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