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1939 = 1941.

The coursc of the air war during the years 1939 - 1941 was dominated
by the superiority of the German Air Forces The unchallenged air suprenacy
which our aircraft swiftly attained in all theatres of war enasbled a vigorous
offensive policy to be employeds This then becamc an important factor in
the whole conduct of the ware, The flexibility in attack over wide arcas
of the Air Force gave modern.war its character, The determination to wage
a battle of annihilation, and the mass breakthroughs effected to the very
source of wne cnery's power have determined its coursc.

Poland,

In the battles in Poland the independently operating Air Force
made its first appcarance as a decisive weapone The tasks which it was
allotted were part of a concentrated effort to accomplish the rapld defeat
of the enerw and. eubraced; -

(1) The destruction of the Polish 4ir Force with its ground and main-
tenance organisations.

(2) Support of the Army in order to bring about a breekthrough and
rapid advances

(3) Attack on the defensive installations and munition factorms of
Warsowe

(l§nent this plan, two Luftflétten comprising 1538 aircraft
were ava:.la.ble. : Ageinst this force the Polish Air Force could only
ruster 400 battle~worthy aircraft.

After a mere two days the mastery of the air over Poland had been
attaineds The enery Alr Force was dislocated by attacks and forced to use
enmergency airfields in the rear, and it was therefore impossible for hin to

co-ordinate his air attacks. Air support for the Army could thus be given
priority carlier than had been -anticipateds

The whole of the Polish deployment was hindered by systematic
attacks on railway stations, goods yards and linecs. It was possible, in
scrie cases, tu stop troop rovements altogethere By the destruction of
bridges and crossings over the Vistula the withdrawel of the Polish irry was
gso delayed that it was encircleds. . The constant attack on the encmy by
close support formations made the advance of Germen troops easier and rore
rapid. It assisted the penetration of defences and, in close co=-operation
with the Army, des‘broyed enery positions, pockets of resistance and spear-
heads,

The mass attack on Warsaw, carried out by Luftflotten 1 and &4,
on the 15th Septerber 1939, broke the resistance of the defenders and led
to an early completion of the "Battle of Poland".

In the first days of September 1939, 483 aircraft were employed. .
against enemy air formations. For the indirect support of the Airmy during

/the

(1) The wnits under the direct command of the Ob. dwLe are not includeds

Of the two Luftflotten the follow:mg nuzbers werc employed: 8 Aufkleerungs- = .

staffeln, 21 Karpfgruppen, 83 Stukagruppen, 1 Schlachtgruppe, 5 Zerstoersr-
gruppen and 5 Jagdgruppens
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the Polish retreat over the Vistula-San line 4806 aircraft were brought
into use; for the dircct support of ground forces 3740 werc enployeds
The ratioc of aircraft erployed in the strategic air war to those used in
closc co-operation with the .rmy was thus 5:l.

In this manner the Luftflotte played a decisive part in the
successful conclusion of the battle in Poland, Success was achieved by:=

(1) The overwhelning surprise of the attack,: -

(2) Carefully planned mass attacks and concentrations of force.
(3) The haphazard direction of the Pclish Air Force,

(&) Superiority in men and naterials,

Dennark and Norways

Wi‘th the occupation of Dennark a.nd Norway, corriencing on the
9th .ipril 1940, the Luftwaffe was set a new and unusually difficult task:=

(1) The capture of all important military strongpoints in the new
battle area by large scale landings from the aire

(_2) Liction against the British North Sea flcet and prevention of any
atteipts at a large scalc .invasion of Scandinavia by the enerny.

(3) Support for, and the supplying of, the arry and naval units
. dnvolwved in the'.,‘qcoupation. .

: ‘The carrying out of thesc tasks was entrusted to Fliegerkorps X
which consisted of 12 Kanpfgruppen bombors), 1 Stukegruppe, 1 Kuestengruppe
éCoa.jstal) , 2 Zerstoerergruppen (Twin-engined fighters), 1 Jagdgruppe
Single~-engined fighters) and 14 Transportgruppens The opposing Norwegian
Lir Force was so.weak as to play a negligible parts Even the British were
not in a position to interfere seriously with the German air attacke

Por the succcss of the plan, rapid occupation of Denmark and the
capture of airbases in the arca, Oslo, Kristiansand, Stavanger, Bergen and
Dronthein were of the greatest importance. . Irmediately after the landing -
of parachutc and airborne troops, fighters arrived at the Norwegian air-
ficlds, to be followed by. recomnaissance and borber formationss The all-
important attacks on the cnemy flect were carried out with increasing
success, Assaults of particular intensity werc directed ageinst encry
landings at Namsos and Andalsnes' by fighter and Stuka formationse . These
were also engaged against concentrations in the Narvik area, In the nean-~
time transport units were, together with the Navy, bringing up large -
quantities of supplies and reinforcecmentse Until the 5th May they were -
the sole means of supplying the north of Noxrwaya

According to the final communique on the Norwegian campaign,
issued by the Fuehrerhauptquartier, the Luftwaffe was the "deciding factor
in the success of the operation". Without its assistance the occupation
of that Country would have been impossible, :

The Campsaign in the West,

_ In the meantime, with the beginning of the campaign against
Holland, Belgium and France on the 10th May 1940, the Luftwaffe became
involved in a new series of attacks.

The objects of these attacks, based on previous battle experi=
ence werese

/(1)
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(1) The destruction of the encmy's Air Forces and their sources of
Supplye

(2) Indirect and direct support of the Armys
(3) Attacks on cnemy harbours and shipping,

These tasks were entrusted to Luftflotten 2 and 3« Out of a
strength of 5142 aircr?i‘t, the Luftwaffe had 3824 serviceahle aircraft
available at that time(1), - Compared with this, the Allies (including the
Belgian and Dutch Air Forces) had 6000 aircraft, of which 3000 were at
continental bases, ,

Right at the outset of the campaign the full weight of the German
air offensive simultaneously hammered the ground organisations of the
Netherlands, Belgium and Northern Frances The Dutch and Belgian Air Forces
were destroyed and the Franco~British Air Forces were hard hit and forced to
use bases in the rear. Co-ordinated operations by the Allies, which: from
then enwards had become very difficult, were further hindercd by the
destruction of' the Potez Works and 10 maintenance depotss In this manncr,
it was once more possible to gain mastery of the air at an carly date, and
to concentratc on Army support operations.

The successful airborne operations in Holland and Belgium had
created the conditions necessary for a rapid advance by the Army,  They
represented the beginnings of a new type of warfare in which it was possible
by landing in the rear of the enemy with the aid of the Air Force to over-
come strong positions. After the defeat of the Allied flyers, the incessant .
air attacks on encmy troops, particularly the demoralising effect of "Stuka
attacks, had a decisive influence on the rapid progress of operationss The
thrust towards the Channcl could only be undertaken if both flanks of the
salient were protected by constant reconnaissance and attacke German
bombing of shipping and harbours rcached a climax during the encirclement
of the Anglo~French troops in the Dunkirk arca,

The psychological cffcct of German air superiority, and the use-
lessness of resistance to it, must be taken into account when considering

the collapse of PFrench resistance.

Once again concentration and determination in air attack had :
proved its worthe In independent opcrations to attain mastery of the air,
in the destruction of large industrial areas, and in operational and
tactical co-operation with Army and Navy, the Luftwaffe was able to win
decisive victories.-

Aifr War Against England.

After the fall of France, the German air formations were to destroy
the R, AF. and its ground organisation, and also the economic war potential,
and therefore the resistance, of Britaine

August 13th 1940 saw the opening of the air offensive against
England, carried out by Luftflotten 2, 3 and 5 from bases in Prance,
Belgium, Holland and Norway. ’J(‘hsa Luftwaffe had, at that date 4632 aircraft,
of which 3306 were serviceable \2), Of these 1 Fernaufklaerergruppe (long

s " /range

(1) Qut of an é.verage of 3824 serviceable aircraft therc were 591 recénnais—
sance aircraft, 1120 bombers, 342 Stukas, 42 ground attack aircraft, 248 T.E.
fighters, 1016 S,E, fighters, 401 transport eircraft and 154 seaplanes.

(2) Of an average of 3306 servicesble sircraft there were 390 reconnaissance,
981 bombers, 336 Stukas, 34 ground attack, 282 T,E, fighters, 282 S.Z.
fighters, 288 transport aircraft, and 156 seaplancs
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range recon.), k4 Nahaufklacrergruppen (short range recons) s 11.FPernauf-
klacrerstaffeln, 2 Nohaufklacrerstaffeln, 10 Kampfgeschwader (bonber) ,

14 Kempfgruppen, 1 Stuka geschwader, 6 Stukagruppen, 1 Zerstocerergeschwader
(T.E. fighters), 3 Zerstoerergruppen, 7 Jagdgeschwader (S.E, fighters),

3 Jagdgruppen, 1 Nachtgeschwader (night fighters), 2 Transportstaffcln,

and 3 Kuestenflicgergruppen (coastal) were uscd in the attack on Englande

The strength of thé British air defences had rcmained unimpaired
by the campaign in the Weste -The R.A.F. had over 675 fighters, 860
bombers and 402 rcconnaissance aircraft available in July 1940

This new attack, which lasted until the start of the campaign in
the East, was divided into five phascs.

In the first phase the objective was, as in the cases of the
Polish and French Air Forccs, the destruction of the R, AT, In August
1940, over 1000 separate attacks were made on the encrmy Air Force and
aircraft industry, It was, however, not possible to achicve the hoped for
nastery of the air over the South of Englande Fronm this, two basic facts
were apparent:- B

(1) The impossibility of achicving and retaining air superiority .
without occupying the cnenmy's territory,

(2) The impossibiiity of forcing a decision by air offcnsive alonc.

The second phase was marked by concentrated attacks on ports such
as Plymouth and Liverpool, which were of predominantly politico-economic.
importances ' In addition, regular. reprisal raids. werc cartied out .on
London with the object of striking at the political and econonic centre of
the British Empire and in particular, the destruction of military supply
and production centres, .

As proof of the success of these opcrations, the evacuatioh of
nany production plants showed that, a good .deal of disruption had been
caused to British industry.

The third phase, from November 1940 to February 1941, was distin-
guished from the previous one only in the choice of targets and the improve-
nent in accuracy and nethod of attacke Coventry and the industrial instal=-
lations at Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Manchester, Liverpool-Birkenhead,
Southampton, Sheffield, Portsmouth, Bristol=-Avonmouth, Cardiff, Plymouth,
Swansea, Derby and Hull were subjected to hecavy and repeated attacks during
the winter nonthse British industry was thus beset by increasing
difficulties, )

With the advent of more suitable weather conditions in March 1941,
the air offensive on England entered a fourth phase, This was marked by
the shifting of the attack to harbour installations, which formed an essential
link in the English supply life-linc. The eneily coast was mined and shipping
attackeds Damage to ports was considerablc and shipping losscs rose rapidly.
4% the same time, the enermy air bases used for attacks on the Reich and
occupied territories were repeatedly attacked and renewed and exceptionally
heavy reprisal raids were directed against London. '

The fifth phase was the result of a change of policy and a re-
grouping of forces engendered by the preparations for the campaign in the
Easte The chief dutics of the remaining formations of Luftflotte 3 lay in
attacking the more important ports and shipping and the mining of estuaries,
Apart from occasional reprisal raids, heavy attacks ceased.

In general, the 10 months of uniﬁterrupted attacks on the British

Isles werce of' considerable importance in the subsequent unfolding of eventse
Bven if this purely strategic air offensive did not force any decisions, the

/damage
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damage to enemy supplics and economy was neverthcless greate The effcct of
the air offensive on aircraft production and, thereforec on the striking power -
of the ReA.F., cannot bc denieds It Wwas two years before the R, A.F, was
able to deal any cffective counter blowss Thus the time when the Reich
would come under heavy attack had been delgyeds Our flyers had assured
that the Russian offensive would not be under-mined from the rear,

The Balkan Campaigne

With the commencement of the campaign in the Balkans on the 6th
April 1941,- the centre of gravity of the German air offensive shifted
gradually from West to Easte In this undertaking the Luftwaffe was set
the following tasks:-

(1) Effective support for the Army by attacks on the battlefield and -
by the climination of enemy rcsistance in the rcar arcas.

(2) The carrying out of an airborne invasion of Crete.

Luftflotte L, which was entrusted with thesec plans, had no diffi-
culty im.) attaining unchallenged mastery of the air from a numerically wecak
enemy 1 right at the outsets - TIt.commanded 1 Fernaufklaererstaffel,

1 Kampfgeschwader, 7 Kampfgruppen, 7 Stukagruppen, 2 Zerstoerergruppen,
71 Jagdgruppen and 3 Jagdstaffeln.

As in Jugoslavia, so in Grecce, was it possible to attain decisive
successes and thus to bring operations rapidly to a definite conclusion.

The undertaking in Crete came neither as an operational nor as a
tactical surprise to thc enemys A necessary condition for the success of
the operation was once again quite clearly air supremacy. Victory was
attained through the heroism of the paratroopers and mountain troops '
-engageds  Their task was greatly facilitated by the uninterrupted activity
of the air transport units and of formations of Fliegerkorps VIII.

11,
1944=19k4,

Henceforth, the air was characterised by the fact that the Luftwaffe
could no longer concentrate its activities on the fighting of a single .
campaign, but was forced to divide its strength between a number of theatres
of ware This inevitably caused a reduction in striking power in each
sector, and led to the abandonment of strategic air warfare in favour of
close support operations for the Army and Navy.

The Campaign in Russiae

, Developments from the beginning of the Russian campaign on the
22nd June 1941, showed the need for such a change of policye On the basis
of past experience, the operational plains laid down the following tasks for
the Luftwaffc:=

(1) Destruction of the cnemy Air Forcee
(2) Support for the Army by:-
(a) attacks on road and rail movements;
(b) close support on the battlefield.
/To
(1) The Jugoslev Air Force had at its disposal on the 15th February 1941,

a total of over 357 military aircraft, consisting of 32 reconnaissance -
aircraft, 171 borbers and 154 fighters.
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To operatc this plan, Luftfldtten 4, 2, 1 and parts of Luftflotte 5
went info action with the appropriate Heeresgruppen (Army % ups)s With a
trength of 5392 aircraft, of which 5701 were serviceable 53, the Luftwaffe
had a total of over 2150 front-line aircraft, comprising 21 Fernaufklaercr-
staffeln, 51 Nahaufklacrerstaffcln, 31 Kanpfgruppen, 8 Stukagruppen,
1% Schlachtgruppen, 2 Zerstoerergruppen and 19. Jagdgruppan,

The Soviet Air Forct was estimated by Listening Service reports
to have double this strength, ~ On the basis of Soviet losses, this soon
proved to have been a very conservative estimate, For the first time
therefore, our flyers had, at the outset of a canpaign, to contend with =
nunerically sSuperior enery, A , : ’

By exertion of the maximum effort, ‘the first blows were aimed with
overwhelning force at the enetyy Air Force. By the evening of the second day -
of battle the enemy had lost 2582 aircraft and it was then belicved that the
aurbers had been cqualiscd, It was therefore possible to use the heavy
borber formations in direct support of the Arry and they made a large
contribution towards the' success of the ground forcese The offensive was
particularly successful against traffic instellations and railroads in the
eneny's rcars As most Soviet production plants were out of range, this
proved to be the nost damaging policye The ain was to prevent the Russians
from escaping in the vast spaces and fron digging in behind the Dnjeper- ‘
Dvina line, In the battle of encirclement it was the intention to prevent
the enery frou broaking out. :

‘ " It was not possible, however, to attain a consistent nastery of the
air between June and December 1941, Constant moves and the difficulty of
bringing up supplies and rcinforcenments sapped the strength of the Luftwaffec.
The deeper the Arny penetrated into Russia, the greater was the demand for.
air supporte Raids on industrial centres becamc rore and more infrequent,
ond with the commencement of the winter battles, the situation demanded the
vnstant attention of the greater part of the Air Force to close support for
16 Armye . S e ‘

The tremendous losses suffered by the Russians did not, however,
lead to the end of the war, Although the Red Air Force had sacrificed
20,392 aircraft, it could not be eliminateds It was sinmply not possible,
vith the aircraft available, to give assistance everywhere, An effective
fight against the enemy Air Force and closc support of the Army were not to
be achieved sinultaneously, . o

“pno Mediterrancan, 1941-194.2,

With the inclusion of North Africa in the sphere of operations of
the Wehrnacht, it became necessary to employ units of the Luftwaffe in the
lMeditcrranean Theatres Since Decermber 1940, Fliegerkorps X had been in
Sicily, A year later it was joined by Luftflotte 2, newly relieved fron
the Basts  For the time being the number of serviceable aircraft was sialla
In Jenuery 1942, it consisted of an average daily strength of 154 aircraft,
couprising 10 reconnaissance, 55 borbers, 3 T.E, fighters and 86 S.E,
fighter aircrafts, The cnery's position was somewhat sinilar, :

The tasks to be carried out in the iediterrancan Werec:= .
(1), The neutralisation of Malta. |
(2) Disruptién of enery shipping to Egypte
~ (3) Support for the Army in Africa.
0f the air operations during 1941/42, the outstanding event was

/the

1) Out of an average of 3701 aircraft there wore 593 recomnaissance
aircraft, 1030 borbers, 302 Stukas, 130 T.E. fighters, 1271 S.E, fighters,
231 transport aircraft and 144 seaplanes. , o :
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the offcnsive on Maltas It was possible, for a tine, to attack the island
so heavily that it Had little value to the eneryy as an air or supply basc.
Interference with enciyy shipping in the Mediterrancan was not very effcctive,
As a recsult of the eneaiy's increasingly strong defences, attacks becane
increasingly difficult and almost inmpossible in dayllght fron 1942 onwards.

Units of "Fliegerfuchrer Afrika", formed fron elements of Fl:.eger—
korps X took over the close support of the Army as from February 13th, 1941,
their offensive be:.ng concentrated on the British desert defencess By the
destruction of thése they méde a considersble contribution towards the .
speeding up of land operations. This was the more laudablc in that there
was, for the first tinc, a noticeable increcase in the air activity of the
Englishe 'The cneryy had, fron past experience, grecatly :umroved and
strengthcned his Air Force.

’l‘ho Adr. War :m the west, 194.1=194.2,4

. German air operations in the West during the year 1941/42 were
overshadowed, by events in thc East and Southe Luftflotte 3, the sole
repaining formation in the West, had, apart from its fighter strength, only
2 Kanpfgeschwader and 2 Kucstcnfllegergruppen availables In August, 1941,
the average daily operational strength was 186 aircraft of which 13
reconnaissance, 23 bomber and 150 fighter aircrafte Tor individual attacks
in force, Kanpfgruppen would be tenporarily withdravm from other theatres of
ware :

This limited force was to assist the Navy in its battle agalnst
the Brlt:.sh supply lincs by:=- . :

(1) Attacking the more inportent ports.
(2) Mining of sea approachcs,

(3) Destruct:.on of shipping in the sca arcas around England and in the
‘Atlantic.

The raids on the rost important ports, such as Liverpool and
Newcastle, werc carried out in accordance with well tried tactics and in
rnany instances causcd considerable damages Due to adverse weather
conditions these attacks fell off during the Auturm of 1941.

In the following nonths, nminelaying operations were carried out
in the approaches to the important ports as far north as Newcastle and™
Liverpool, Whereas borbing was usually done on nioonlit nights, m:melayzng
was more successful on overcast nights and in weather conditions unsuiteble
for attacks in strengthe Successes, on which information was generally

. delayed and only partial, caused apprec:.able stoppages and casualties
anongst cnery shippinge.

Attack.s on shipping were particularly effective in the watecrs
between the Thames Estuary and Flarmborough Heads  Here, appreciable losses
werc inflicted on the convoys passing to ‘the North and South at regular
intervals and on fixed routes. -

The course of these battles was, by and large, alrcady indicative
of the changing nature of the overall war situation = the change-over to a
defensive pol:n.cy irposed by the air superiority of the. cnerv.

The Eastern Front 1242-1244.

The changed position was again made quite clear by the activities
of the Luftwaffe in the East from 1942 onwards. The close connection with
activities on the ground. formed the ou‘bstand:.ng indication of the coursc of
eventss The tasks of the Luftflo‘cten embraced in. gcneral 'bhe support of

v /the .
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the fighting Army, each in closc co-operation with a particular Heercs=-
gruppes

With a total overall strength of 821 alrcraff in the Luftwaffe in
July 1942, of which 426 were serviceable\'/, the total euployed. by forma-
tions in thc ast fluctuated between 2000 and 30004

The Red Air Porce had riscn anew af'ter the shattering blows of
1941, strengthened and modernised, with its personnel '(:r%:.sxed on Germaen
liness By 1942 it already hed 5000 front line aircraft!Z

The forn of Geman air operat:.ons during the year 1942 was moulded
hy the attacks carricd out by ground forces in the Southern sector, in the
direction of the Volga and the Caucasuse In thc nain, the formations batt-
ling shead with the Arry were occupied with closc support attackse 4/5 of
the bomber strength was cmployed in irmediate support of ground operationse
Only a few werc given the task of attacking targets deep in cneryy territory.
It was morc often in the Middle . and Northern sectors of the Eastern Front
that, when the situation permitted, attacks werc nadoc over a wider arca.
Thcy were especially aimed at munition factories in Gorki, Rybinsk, Moscow
and Leningrad, thc harbours of Nurmansk and Archangel and the all important
railway network.

In view of the disadvantageous results of these closc ties with
the Army, the year 1943 was marked by the efforts' nade to adopt a strategic
boribing policye This led to the heavy attacks carried out in the intervals -
‘between battles, on the tank factory at Gorki and the synthetic rubber
plant at Jaroslavl.  With the start of the Soviet summer offensive, however,
the pressure of circunstances forced all formations to return:to close
support of the irrye Thus our air power was dissipated and it was not
~ possible to give any attention to troop concentrations behind the eneny s
fron’c.

In 194, Fliegerkorps IV was given the task o:f' renewing the long
range borber offensive .egainst comunications in the enecry's rears Good
results werc obtained by us:mg rnethods enployed in Western air operationsg,
modified to suit conditions in the Baste In general, however, the
activities of the iir Forco wére still closely allied with those of the
Armye In 1943, 80% of the operations were devoted to tactical co-opcra‘c:.on
vrith the Arry, and 19141.. showed no apprec:.ablc differencce

,.frlca and Italy, 191-1-3-191414..

After the successful landing of inglo~frerican forces in Fronch
North ifrica, the Luftwaffe in the Mediterranean was, as clsewherc, forced
more and more on the defensive. :

Within this nol:l.cy it was given a “threefold obaective--
(1) The holding down of illied forces in North ifricas
(2) Maintenance of the blockade in the Sicilien channel.

(3) Obstructing any direct attack on “the German fortress of Southern
Europes.

The formations of Luftflotte 2 assigned to. this task had an
average daily operational strength in April 1943 of 432 aircrafte Of
these 30 were reconnaissance, 109 bouber and 293 fighter an.rcraft.

(1) orf the average of 4264 aircraft servicesble in July 1942 there were
4,86 recomnaissence aircraft, 1237 bombers, 369 Stukas, 278 T.E. f:l.ghters,
1253 S,BE., fighters, 529 transport aircraft and 112 seaplaness

(2) Of these approxs 15% were U 2's, used as auxiliery borbers and ‘courier
aircraft, _
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At the same time the Allies had incrcased their strength throughout
tlfxe whole Mediterrancan thcatrc to 4500 aircrafte. They commanded 2700
fighters, 1350 medium borbers . and 450 heavy bombers,

Nevertheless, considerablc successcs were achieved cven here,
Irrefuteble proof of this werc the heavy casualties suffered by the cneny in
Africa, the bitter fighting for Sicily and the costly Anglo-American advance
"in Southern Italy. Despite its nurerical disadvantage s the Air Force. was-
able to.strikc powerful blows in support of the Army. : ST

Against cnery shipping in the Mediterranean and against the
invasion flcets off Sicily, Saleimo and Nettuno successes were also achieved,
which proved costly in men and naterials to the British and Americans. In
the swmer of 1944, however, the encry Air Force was in a position to harmper
the moverments of the German Ariy to ‘a grcat cxtonte It was possible for
the German flyers to achicve only a temporary and local mastery of the -
situations

Air War in the West, 1942-19%k,

A new policy came into force in the West from April, 1942 onwerds,
as the terror attacks on thc Reich which the enery had started mede ‘it
nccessary to carry out reprisals,

Wherecas the number of enery aircraft was steadily increasing, the
strength of our own flyers in the West remaincd the same. The reprisal raids
werc therefore flown by an avcrage of only between 40 and 70 aircraft. They
were directed chiefly against the towns of Excter, Bath, Sunderland, Newcastle,
York, Norwich, Bedford, Canterbury and Weston-super-iiarc.

At the same time, efforts were made to keep the previous objectives .
in view, IMinclsaying and attacks on shipping had to be continucd as far as
possible, This required the maximum of effort from all personncl, The
difficulties involved in the air war on England thus rcached a climex in the
Spring.of 1943. Nuisancc raids were confined almost entirecly to South and
South~East England, whilc destructive raids were only successful to a small
extents Lven the larger scale operations were only carried out against towns
ncar the coast, such as Hull, Norwich, Ipswich, Chelmsford, Portsmouth,
Plymouth, Cardiff etcs Reprisal raids were not renewed until the beginning
of 194, when, for the first time since lay, 1941, attacks could be directed
against the British capital. .

The Air War against the Reich.

In the meantime the Anglo-~American attacks on the Reich territories
were increasing in tempo and weighte In liay, 1944, 777 S.E. fighters and
20 T.E. fightcrs were availeble for the defence of the Reiche Endeavours
werc made to concentrate and co-ordinate to the highest degree possible the
formations attacking thc bomber strcamse Despite this, enemy losses
decreascd, duc to the increcascd range of their fighter cover and heavier
defensive armement on the bowberse — In the daylight attacks they dropped
from 5.5% in Jonuory 1944, to 1e4% in July, At night, the eneny ‘lost 6%
in January and 2.6% in July. Our own losscs, on thc other hand, stood at
6% by day in January and 1% by July. At night they werc 3.5% in Januery
and 4e5% in Julye

Due to their nuacrical inferiority, the defenders of the Reich ,
were not able at that time to hinder to any extent the blows struck by the
enemy at German residential quarters and industrial centres.

-~ From the choicc of targets it was possible clearly to recognisc a
plan of attacke . In the first half of 1943, thc Allics chiefly made terror
attacks on German towns, at the same time attempting to hit eny industrial
and munition plants. Towards the middle of the year these increased in

/weight
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weight to "Obliteration Raids" on residential areas, industrial installa- -
tions ond communicationse  During the Spring of 1944, the eneny's offcn-
sive was concentratcd on comunications and the aircraft industry, in
particular that part.of it concerncd with fighter productions In the
niddle of May, 194k, the Allied incursions over thc Reich were directed
against German fuel production, a large proportion of which Was brought %o
2 standstill. ~

The Invasione

The Invasion set new problems for the Luftwaffe in the West, _
Numerically Luftflotte 3 was far weaker than the encrys It only had 496
aircrafts Of these 61 were reconnaissancey 174 bombers, 37 T.E. fighters,
38 ground attack (including fast borbers), and 186 S,B., fighter aircrafte

In comparison the streng’ch of the eneny Air Force was 12,200 .
an.rcraft s consisting of 5400 fighters, 5500 long range bombers a.nd 1300
nedium and light bombers. ’ . :

The task facing the German Air Force was that of lending irmediate
support to the Army in its desparate defensive struggle, by means of effec-
tive attacks on the invasion fleet and interference with enemy reinforce-
nents’ and suppliess .

These activitics could not, of coursc, alter the. course of the
battle. In effect, they tended to underl:.no the results of developments
which, ever sinee the outset of the Eastern campaign, had forced a change
over to a defensive policy in the aire. = Our forces were dissipated by
expansion in the Bast, South and West, and the incrcase in the number of
our aircraft in-no way corresponded with the widening of the scale of.
operations Because of this, it was inpossible to adhere to the basic
prineciple of beating the eneny Air Porce before turning to 'bhe support of
ground forces, .

g

Hence the eneryy Air Force could be coun’cered ne:n.ther in the
Bast, nor in tho Mediterrancan, nor in thc Weste Fron their experience
in the first years of the war the English built up a numerically vastly
‘superior Air Force, which was suited both to strategic and to close
support operationse They were able to employ their aircraft on a narrow
front, along the same lines as the Luftwaffe in the ycars 1939/40.

Our setbacks in the last yecars wergc, thercfore, the outcome of a
quantitatively and qualitatively inadequete aircraft production. The
Invasion could only succeed if the Allies had overwheliing air superioritys
Had our own Air Force been of equal strength; it would never have  succeededs

. IIL.

. Conclusmns.

The use of the Vergeltungswaffen (V weapons) on England represents
a basic alteration in the futurc tactics of air warfarc, In an age of
revolutionary discoveries, prophccies nay secn dangerous. In view of past
events, however, it is quite clear that, particularly as far as the ficrce-
ness of the air war is concerned, cverything depends on keeping the steadi-
est nervess We must use foresight in adopting the right technical princi-
ples in order that we may have a reasonable hope of winning back that air
superiority so neccssary for final victory.

Past developments in the Gernan conduct of the air war are marked

by the changeover, under pressure of circumstanccs, from offensive to :
defensive operations. Germany entercd the war with superior armamgr;ts but

/has
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has, for thc moiment, lost those technical and naterial advantages which
she had in 1939, The rapid concentration of air power at crucial points
won mastery of the air at the beginning of the ware This was the
condition nccessary for the downfall of the encijy in Poland, in Norway, in
the West and in the Balkans. ,

With thce start of the war in the iBast and the sinultancous use
of the Luftwaffc in morc than onc theatre of war, the change of policy sct
ine The situation in the Bast provides an examples Becausc of its loss
of air superiority the strategic Air Force was compelled to ebandon its
proper function, despite clear recognition of the attendant drawbacks.

The change over to the defensive, brought ebout by enery air superiority,
had becowe a fact.

By themselves, the defeats thus suffcrcd are not decisives It
is a characteristic of modern war, that the periods of apparent technical \
stagnation are but the sccd for a renewed resurgence of strengthe  Under-
neath the surfacc, ncw things arc being born from ccascless toil and /
rcscarche On the horizon arc signs of a new period of technical progresse
Inmbued with ncw encrgy, it lecads us onward once rore to the offensive in
the air and henee to a decisive enda
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