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LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO.313 (15 July 1940) .

Operations on 14 July and during the nigzht of 14/15 July, 1940

ATIR SITUATION

GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

effect,

Luftgau Belgium/Northern France

Between 2300 and 0300 hours incursions were made over Belgium by at
least 24 enemy aircraft, about 20 of which passed on into the Reich (some
of these aircraft then flew into Holland). In Belgium gircraft operated
as far as the line Antwerp - Brussels ~ Ghent —~ Bruges. Bombs were
dropped at five places, but no damage of any consequence resulted.

AL defence was put up at Termonde, Ghent, Bruges, Brussels and Antwerp.
One Blenheim was brought down at Ghent and another was probably destroyed at
Evergem, .

Iuftgau Holland
K few aircraft were operational over Holland (see above),

A\ defence at Harlingen, Den Helder and Nijkerk had no apparent

The Reich -

Between 2345 and 0300 hours there were at least 21 enemy incursions
over the frontiers of Belgium and Holland as far as the line Minden -~
Karlshafen - Coblenz. Bombs were dropped at ten places, but no damage of
any importance resulted.

ANight fighters were operational from midnight until dawn, but no
enemy aircraft were encountered, '

‘ *AA defence throughout the area had no apparent effect. .

Between midnight and 0330 hours there were 22 incursions from .
Heligoland Bay and northern Holland over Denmark and the Reich as far as
the line Loekken - Cépenhagen -~ Luebeck - Celle - Minden, with the main
effort over Hamburg and Nienburg. Bombs were dropped at five places, but
no damage of any importance resulted.

AA defence was put up along the North Sea coast at Hamburg, Bremen and
Uelzen, A Wellington was brought down at Vegesack at about 0200 hours.,

Altogether 35 British asircraft (of 12 squadrons) were definitely
identified.

GREAT BRITAIN

On 14 July reconnaissance observed the followings

Morming Reconnaissance:

Shipping Movements:

25 km ESE of
Gt. Yarmouth, , ' ‘
0620 hours: 4 large merchant ships on W course,

Wash to
Gte. Yarmouth
0700 hours: No shipping movements,
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L0 ¥m E of
Gt. Yarmouth
$o 50 km SE
of Lowestoft,
0700 hours:

Between Hastings
and Dungeness,
.. 0700 hours:

12 1 ESE of
Dungeness, -
0715 hours:

10 km N of
Gt. Yarmouth,
0725 howrs:

50 km SE of
Lowestof't,
0800 .hours:

80 km SE of
Lowestof't,
0810 hours:

~40 km NE of" -
Margate,
0810 hours:

Off Dover,
- 0835 hours:
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7 patrol boats,

10 ships,

17 merchant.ships (?) on NE course, -

1 merchant ship at anchor,

Convoy comprising
7 merchant ships and v
4 destroyers on SW course.

Convoy comprising S
4 merchant ships and
1 warship :

8 small merchaent ships on SW courses

7 warships,

.. 6 small merchant ships at anchor,

10 small merchant ships or NNE course,

There wes fho shipping in the ports of Peterhead, Stonsheven and Montrose,

€}

-y

Off Peterhead, Aberdeen and Montrose there were about 20 coastal vessels (up
" to 1,000 tons) moving singly on northerly and southerly courses along the
coagt, . Apart from this there were no war_ship or merchant ship movements.

Afternoon and Evening Reconnaissance:

Shipping Movementss

' -Convoy comprising

25 ¥m SSE of '
Harwich, 60 ships and

1235 hours: 1 cruiser on N course,

25 km W of Couvoy . comprising ft

Southend, 7 merchent ships and e
1355 hours: 3 small warships moving slowly on- WSW course,
75 km ENE of |
Gt, Yarmouth, : -

1524 hourss L small merchant ships on S course,

60 km NNE of

Gts Yarmouth,
1532 hours;

Off the Wash,
1539 hours:

50 km NE of
Gte Yarmouth,
1540 hours:
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11 small mérchant ships on S course,

2 merchant sh:.ps on S course,

Convoy comprising
5 medium merchant ships,
4 smell merchant ships and ..
3 warships 61’ SE course.
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75 ¥m E of Convoy comprising
Gt. Yarmouth, 9 merchent ships on S course.
1600 hours:
60 km SSE of Convoy comprising
Gt. Yarmouth, 32 merchant ships and
1610 hours: 3 warships.
35 km E of Convoy comprising
Southend, 7 merchant ships and
1625 hours: . ' 3 warships
20 km ENE of '
Southend, :
1920 hourss 2 small warships on SSW course,
Off Margate, 4 large merchent ships and
1920 hours: 9 s;nall merchent ships, all stationary,
Off Dover, o
1920 hours: L patrol boats at anchor,
Off Deal, -
1928 hours: 9 patrol boats at anchor,
10 km SE of
Southend, N
1940 hours; 1 patrol boat (stationary).
20 km E of
Southend,
1940 hoursg 2 destroyers on SE course.
Thames Estuary, -5 patrol boats at anchor,
1940 hours: 2 destroyers (?) on SE course.
Themes Estuery, 2 small warships moving at full speed
1948 hours: on N course in line ahead.
10 km N of
Herne Bay,
1948 hours: . 2 cruisers on N course.
15 km N of
Margate, ‘
1955 hours: 6 merchant ships on W course.
Off Gt. Yarmouth, 7 patrol boats at anchor
2025 hours: (1 km off the coast),
60 ¥m ENE of '
Cromer, -
2025 hours: 53 small ships at anchor.
About 120 km E Convoy comprising
of Spurnhead, 31 merchant ships on WNW. course.

2058 hours:

On 14 July and during the night of 14/15 July bombers and dive-bombers -
mostly escorted by single-engined and twin-engined fighters - attacked the
following targets:
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Day
Shipping:

250 km SW.
of Brest:

Off Dovers

240 km W of Brest:

240 km NW of Brést:

Night
Ramsgate Airfield:

Faversham, ,
Explosives Works:

Naval Dockyard:

London,
nuisance flight:
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1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons: several direct
hits scored with 250 kg bombs, The ship
caught fire and listed heav:.ly. The life—
boats were lowered.

- 500 kg bombs and

15 250 kg bombs were dropped in an attack on
a convoys.

1 destroyer: hit on quarter-deck with 500 kg
or 250 kg bomb, Much smoke observed.
Destroyer towed to Dover, ‘

1 merchan'l: ship of 7,000 tons: direct hit

with 500 kg bomb, Flames observed., Ship
towed to Dover,

1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons: one hit, effect
not observed., Ship probably sunk.

2 merchent ships each of 5,000 tons: damaged.

One ship towed to Dover; whereabouts of the
other not observed.

14 250 kg bombs were dropped in an attack on a
convoy comprising
2 merchant ships and
2 destroyers.

Both merchant ships def:mite%y observed to
'be damaged.

1 merchant ship of 10,000 tons: hit scored

~ with 250 kg bomb and 6 - 8 near misses, An
intense fire broke out and the ship was
observed to be sinking slowly by the stern.

L 250 kg bombs, .
4 50 kg bombs and

1 incendiary cenister dropped. Effect not
observed,

2 250 kg borbs,
4 50 kg bombs and

1 incendiary cenister were dropped in a second
“attack csusing large fires and explosions,

2 250 kg bonbs were dropped. The. attacking
aircraft could not observe the effect ovung :
to cloud., Half an hour later .enother air-
craf't observed large fires and explosions,

Lk 250 kg bonbs,
4 50 kg bombs and

1 incendiary canister were dropped. Large
fire observed,

Intense searchlight act1v1ty, no night
fighters, no AA fire,
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Large FPuel Storage
Installation at
» Royal Edward Dock,
< Avommouth: Explosions and much smoke observed,
Large Fuel Storage
Installation (Shell -
. ' Mex and B,P, Co, Ltd.) The bombs fell in the north-western part of
Hamble (South): the target srea, Effect not observed,

Refinery and Large Fuel :
Storage Installation at Effect could not be observed owing to
Fawley, Southampton: weather conditions,

Searchlight Position S .
of Bristol: Effect could not be observed,

In the last four attacks a total of
.6 250 kg incendiary oil bombs and
72 50 kg (HE) bombs were dropped.

During the night of 14/15 July 9th Fliegerdivision carried out a special
operation according to plan.

At 1615 hours an air battle between 49 Me 109's and 20 Hurricenes took
place south of Deal, Four Hurricenes were shot down.

Defence

s Fighters:

A large number of Spitfires and Hurricanes was observed over the convoys
in the Dover area,

Night fighteré were encountered over the Thames estuary and Chatham,

AL Lrtillery, Searchlights and Barrage Balloous:

Dover: Badly placed medium A4,

S of Dovers: Intense heavy AA fire from warships and
merchant ships and from batteries on the
coast,

Ramsgate: Slight AL fire but intense searchlight

. activi ty °

Balloon barrages were observed at Hemswell
and Scampton airfields,

NORTH SEA and BALTIC APPROACHES

Morning reconnaissance over the Skagerrak and escort operations were
uneventful,

Total Aircraft Losses on 1k July, 1940

GERMAN & , 2 Ju 87's
ENEMY ¢ |
In air combat: 4 Hurricanes at Dover
¢ By AA: -1 Blenheim at Ghent »
1 Wellington a2t Bremen
6 aircraft

The destruction of a further Blenheim
has not yet been confirmed.
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SITUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE
AIR SITUATION

Itelian Operations

On 10 July aircraft.attacked an airfield in the vicinity of Buramo
(Somaliland) » enemy troop concentrations at Mojale (southern frontier of
Abyssinia on 39th degree of longitude) and the port of Berbera (British
Somaliland). A

On 11 July attacks were made on Wajir airfield (in the vicinity of
Perim Island), where three enemy fighters were shot dowm, and on Mojale,
where two enemy fighters were shot down.

Enemy Operations . )

In an enemy attack on Assab .airfield a hut and two fighters in the
taxying area were set on fire., - An enemy attack on Asmara was
unsuccessful,

LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT N0, 31k (16 July 1940)

Operations on 15 July snd during the night of 15/16 July, 1940

AIR SITUATION

GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Luftgau Westermn France

At 1%1;5 hours an aircraft sppeared out of .the clouds and dropped
four bombs on the northern edge of the taxying area at Evreux-Fauville
airfield, No damage was reported, - . ... : T

4 flying-boat, apparently with French markings, opened fire with two
cammon guns 160 km north-west of Brest. It was engaged with machine-gun.
fire and hits were probebly scored.. The flying-boat made off in an’
easterly direction. S :

Luftgau Pelgium/Northern France - '
Between 0802 and 0900 hours there were several incursions from
St. Malo in a north-gasterly direction, over Regneville - St, Malo as far
a8 10 km north-west of Bayeux, from:the ‘south-east into Luftgsu Belgium,
from Dinant over Bacilly (6 km west of Arranches) and along the coast from
Dives s. Mer as far as Arromanches - Les Bains, :No bombs were dropped.

There were several enengr'inoﬁrésions. at -about 1050 hours. Bombs -
were dropped at Senarpont (south-east of Le Treport) snd at Poix (south-
west of Amiens), but no damage of any importence resulted. | _

Luftgau Holland . -

Between 2350 and 0430 hours incursions were made by 18 enemy &gir-. ..
craft, 17 of which passed on into the Reich., Bombs were dropped at . _
four places, but no demage of any importance resulted. E

The Reich .

Between 2330 and 0105 hours there were about 25 enemy incursions.
from Heligoland Bay and northern Holland .into the Reich and Demmark,
The maximum penetrations made reached the lines Uelzen -~ Braunschweig «
Kassel and Paderborn - Hamm - Duisberg. Only & few bombs were
dropped.

AA fire at Copenhagen and in the rest of the area had no apparent
effect,
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Between 2350 and 0300 hours there were 9 enemy incursions from
Heligoland Bay into Denmerk and Schleswig-Holstein as far as the line
Copenhagen - Ploen - Cuxhaven. Bombs were dropped at Copenhagen. Air—
craft miroled over the Smell Belt, Lengeland Belt and Kiel Bay (mine-
laying?). A lighthouse a2nd a ship were shot up at Copenhagen, but no
damage resulted, _

AL defence wes put up at Copenhagen,

Between 2350 and 0400 hours there were 17 enemy incursions over the
Dutch frontier as far as the line Jever - Uelzen ~ Braunsehweig -~ Osterode
a. Harz - Kassel - Duisberg., Bombs were dropped at eight places, including
Hanomeg and Ilseder Huette, but no damage of any importance resulted,

AL defence at Oldenburg, in the northern part of the Ruhr and in Hamnover
province had no noticeable effect, A Germen aircraft was apparently fired
on in the central German industrial area.

Between 0058 and 0139 Hours there were three enemy incursions between
Schnee Eifel and Remegen and two at Quorbach (west of Kassel),

AA defence at Trier, Pruem, north of Hildesheim and south of Remagen had
no apparent effect.

Altogether 16 aircraft (of four squadrons) were definitely identified.
GREAT ERITAIN |

On 15 July reconnéissance observed the following:

Morning Reconnaissances

Shipping Movements:

Brighton Harbour,
0535 hours: Only ships of up to 1,000 tons,.
Portsmouth Harbour,
0535 hours: Several large merchant ships,
S. of Dungeness, .
0600 hours: 1 steamship moving at low speed.
Dover Harbour, '
0600 hours: - 14 ships (six large).

N of Dover,

0600 hours: 9 small patrol boats,
20 km NE Convoy comprising
of Dover, 5 steamships and

0605 hours:
Off Dungeness,
0645 hours:

Channel,
0630 hourss

DB 25796/1

2-destroyers moving at médium speed on
- NE course, T

2 patrol boats,

No shipping movements in whole of
" Chennel area between Dungeness and
Isle of Wight,

Intense shipping moverents (single ships
and convoys) along the east coast and
in the Thames estuery, Movements on
smaller scale in the Channel,
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Afternoon and Evening Reconnaissance:

Shipping Movements:

30 km E of Harwich,
1225 hours:

_About 5 km S of
Remsgates

15 km S of Lowestoft,
1349 hours:

About 90 km ENE
of Gt., Yarmouth,
1410 hours:

About 30 km E of
Gte Yarmouth,
1445 hours:

60 km ENE of
Orfordness, -
1448 hours:

About 30 km ESE
of Lowestoft,
1450 hours:

Milfordhaven,
1500 hours:

60 km SE of
Plymouth,
1500 hours:

About 50 km SW
of Lindesnes,
1515 hours:

Bristol Channel,
1603 hours:

SE of Swensea,
1603 hours:

Plymouth Harbour,
1748 hours:
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Large convoy in two sections as
follows:

first section E of Harwich comprising:

11 ships, , -

1 destroyer and ‘

L large ships of about 8,000 tons-on
E course. '

~ second section about 30 km SE of
Harwich comprising:
19 'ships of medium size including
3 destroyers, on NE course,

2 patrol boats and
1 freighter of about 4,000 tons sunk.

2 merchant ships moving at high speed on

SSW course.

1 submarine - diving, ‘
Nationality not identifiable; on
WSW course.

1 large merchant ship moving at medium
speed on S course,

3 large merchant ships on W course, -

1 small warship (patrol boat) at
anchor,

5 large and
20 medium merchant ships,

1 battleship and

6 light cruisers or destroyers on
WNW course, probably approaching
Plymouth,

1 submarine,

Intense shipping movements in both
directions,

2 large stationary freighters inshore,

(photographic reconnaissance)

4 battleships,

L heevy cruisers,
1 light cruiser,
6 destroyers,

1 mine-sweeper,
3 'submarines,

2 patrol boats,

RESTRICTED

(111

ey



RESTRICTED

-9 =

1 passenger ship of 30-40,000 tons,

1 " " % 20,000 tons,

1 " n " 18,000 tons,

1 " v 4,500 tons,

9 freighters each of 4,400-7,000 tons,

18 " w * 3,000 tons,

Portland Harbour,
1830 hours: (photographic reconneissance)

In the harbour:

. 1 freighter of 7,500-10,000 tons,
2 light cruisers each of 5,540 toms,
1 tanker of 10,000 tons and
6 d?stroyers.

Sunk outside the harbour:

1 freighter of 7,500-10,000 tons,
L freighters of 2,500 - 4,000 tons,
1 passenger ship of 9,000-10,000 toums,

Airfields
Directly NW - Airfield with
of St, Athan, 6 - 10 twin-engined or three-engined aircraft,

1603 hours: _ 20 aircraft in SW area of St, Athan airfield.
: Aircraft activity on field,

Mount Batten, ' '
1748 hours: 6 Sunderlands.,

Teignmouth,

1800 hours: ' No aircraft observed.
Exeter,

1805 hours: 42 aircraft,
Breston-Plucknett, Camp with about 165 huts
1817 hours: (2 km W of Yeovil).
Aberdeen, ‘ '

1845 hours: (visuel reconnaissance)

15 twin-engined airecraft,

On 15 July and during the night of 15/16 JiJ.ly bombers and dive-bombers -
mostly escorted by single-engined and twin-engined fighters -~ attacked the

- following targets:

Day

Shippings

About 10 km SE 1 merchant ship of about 4,000 tons;

of Orfordness: ' exploded after being hit, ’

Same areas ' 1 me‘rc.hant'ship of about 3,000 tons;
listed heavily after being hit.,

About 220 km 1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons;

W of Brest: direct hit amidships in front of funnel,
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About 260 km 1 merchent ship of 3-4,000 tons;
W of Brest: listed heavily after being hit,

Crew took to boats,
180 km WSW 1 burning freighter sighted. Bows
of Brest: completely gutted. Ship apparently

. o abandoned.

About 120 lm 1 patrol boat, Direct hit on stern.
S of Cork: Ship sank in 30 seconds,

1 patrol boat., Bombs fell near target,
Ship observed to be listing.

Altogether 20 250 kg bombs were dropped,

30 km SE of Convoy comprising
Orfordness: 20 medium~sized ships.
1 ship stopped with list,
230 km W 1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons,
of Brest: 8 250 kg bombs dropped, one falling five

‘metres from the port side,

Same position: 1 steamship of 2,000 tons.
) 20 250 kg bombs dropped. Ship sunk by
three direct hits,

Directly S of 1 merchant ship of 1,000 tons,

above ships: Near miss scored, Ship on fire before
attack,.

160 km NW 1 freighter of 2,000 tons,

of Brest: Two hits emidships and on stern and six

near misses, Much smoke observed.
Ship sinking. -

36 km W of Brest: 1 freighter of 2,000 tons.
Hit amidships, much smoke.
Ship badly damaged.

In Portlend Harbour: 1 merchant ship of 10,000 tons sunk by
four 250 kg bombs.

S of Portlands 2 destroyers,
4 250 kg bombs dropped.
Effect not observed.

In Dartmouth Harbour: 4 250 kg bombs dropped on ships,
Effect not observed.

Night

Brighton Harbour: Two sticks of ten 50 kg bonbs dropped.
Bombs well placed on sheds and harbour
installations,

Cardiff Harbour: 8 250 kg bombs dropped. Hit on

. Alexandria Dock, Further effect not

obsexrved, .

Bicester Airfield: - 20 50 kg bombs dropped.

Taxying area hit,
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St, Athan Airfield: L 250 kg bombs dropped. One hit on a
hangar, three hlts on the taxying area,
Pembroke Airfield: L4 250 kg bombs dropped, Hangar hit.
Plymouth Airfields - . Effect not cbserved.
Penbroke Seaplane Bases Approach road hit.
Yeovil ' : . . : o
Aircraft Factory: L 50 kg bombs dropped. Hengars h:.t.

During the night of 15/16 July 9th Fllegerdlvn.sion carried out a special
operation according to plan,

Defence

F:’Lghters ::

Ramsgate: Night fighters.

Over London: Several night 'figﬁters.

20 km SE of Harwich: L fighters over a large transpor’c;
"{5km E of Lowestoft: A2 - 15 Pighters.

10 xm E of Orfordness:’ 5 Spitfires.
' Night fighters (probebly 2 Spitfires
and 2 Blenheims) weére observed at two
other places, but did not intercept..

Over Cardiff &
Plymouth coast: Fighter patrols,

Brighton: 5 Spitfires.

AA Artlllery, Searchlights and Balloon Barrages:

: Orfordness: - ' Light AA from two warsh::.ps.
S of Plymouths AA
Cardiffs ' Heavy AL
Mersey Estuary: Isolated AA, apparently from ships, and
_ single searchlights,
Margate: " . AL
Ramsgate: Slight AA fire and a large number of
searchlights.
E coast to Massed searchlights, thlnnmg out
central England: towards the west coast.

I.0.Wight, Southampton &

Portsmouths Searchlights and slight, badly-placed ‘AA.
Bristol: : S Intense searchlight activity extending
N ' : to the" Avon estuary.
In and ‘around London: 'Int'ense‘ searchlight :.'ac’civity.
Scampton and Hemswell: Balloon '?oarrages.
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NORTH SEA AND BALTIC APPROACHES

" "Morning reconnaissance over the Skagerrak and escort operations
were uneventful, S

A submarine wes destroyed by two 500 kg bombs about 50 km south-west
of Lindesnes (oil-spput two or three metres high and pool of oil
photographed), g .

- Total Aircraft Losses on 15 July, 1940

Germans .~ 1 He 111
1 Ju 88
2 aircraf't
Enemys None, :
Destruction of an enemy flying-boat not yet
" --confirmed,

SLTUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE
' AIR- STTUATION =

Reconnaissance :

15 July: Aircraft on reconnaissance over the central Mediterranean,

fighters on patrol and anti-submarine aircraft made no observations and
had no contact with the enemy,

, Accbrding to the evaluétion of photographic reconnaissance of
flexandria harbour, the following ships are in port (excluding Freuch
warships):

. 4 battleships,
8 cruisers,
10 destroyers,
14 merchant ships,
- .4 seaplenes,

Eagt. Africa - - , . v
Nothing of particular importance was observed by reconnaissance
over the northern part of the Red Sea and north-western Somaliland.

Italian Operations v “

15 July: 4An attack by bombers based on Rhodes on the oil storage
tenks and refineries at Haifg resulted in violent explosions and pillars
of smoke and fire visible from far off, :

In northern Kenya four enemy tanks were demaged in bombing attacks
on an M/T colum in the Buna area snd an infantry detachment on the
Sudan frontier in the vicinity of Kashin el Girba (60 m south-west of
Cassala), - S

Enemy Operations -

On 15 July enemy aircraft attacked the seaplane base at Masssua
end demaged a hangar, Two enemy aircraft were shot down,

GROUND SITUATION

Between 10 and 15 July, detachments advancing from the north and
east in the nérth-sastern corner of Kenya captured Terkali (20 km
south of the frontier on 400 20! east longitude) and Tagaba (80 km
south of Terkali), Detachments advancing ‘from the east occupied
Danisa and Kokaya. (both east of Tagabe).
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LUFTTAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO. 345 (17  July, 1940)

Operations of 16 July and during the night of 16/17 July, 1940

ATR STTUATION

'GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Luftgau Be;g:.gl_DZNorthem France

On the morning of 16 July there were four enemy :Lnours:.ons into
ILuftgau Belgium. No bombs were dropped and the aircraft penetrated only
as far as points west of Brussels.

At 0650 hours fighters shot down a Blenhe:un over Bruges. o
An enemy aircraft (type not known) was brought down by AA at Cherbourg.

GREAT BRITAIN

Reconnaissance was extensively unpeded by the weather a.nd morning
reconnaissance had nothing to report.

Late Reconnaissance

Aberdeen (photographic reconnaissance of 15 July,
Airfield: 1845 hours)

14 twin-engined aircraft.
Greenock (16 July , 0210 hours)

Seaplane Base: _
' Training activity as in time of peace.

About 220 km NW Enemy naval formation comprising
of Peterhead, 2 heavy cruisers ("Cumberland" .class; ’
1620 Hours: 2 light cruisers "Birmingham" class) and

o 7 des’croyers moving at about 20 knots on course

S 120°% At 1720 hours the formation split into

‘ two groups, both of which proceeded at 25 knots
on course 280°,

Scapa Flow: 1 battleship,
2 heavy cruisers,
5 = 6 smaller warships.
A numbér of barrage balloons were observed
S énd N of Scapa Flow.

" At about 1700 hours bombers carried out the following attacks:

Thurso: 2 250 kg bombs and
20 50 kg bombs were.dropped on harbour
installations. Hits were observed. In
addition, a merchant .siip was hit by a .
50 kg bomb and__ caught fire. . - .

Scapa Flow: Aircraft dropped
24 250 kg bombs and shot up a camp on the

southern tip of Scapa Flow.: H:Lts on barrack
huts ‘were observed. : :

9th Fliegerdi¥ision carr:Led out, a spec:al operat:.on at Hartlepool,
Middlesbrough and Newcastle according to plan.
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Fighters:

At 01 45 hours nlght flghters (probably Sp:Ltf‘:.res ‘and Blenheims) were
observed at 'l:wo places be'bween L:werpool and 'bhe coast. L

A.A Artillegz and Searchln.ggts )
At 0145 hours aircraft observed single searchlights and sl:.ght
AA firc, probably from ships in the Mersey estuary.  In addition, light
.AA from patrol boats and thrée heavy 4AA ba’cter:.es on the coast at
Mlddlesbrough orpened fire.. ‘

™~y

There were massed searchllgh’cs a.ll along the east coas‘c ;. th:mn:.ng
.out towards the west coast..

NORTH' SEA AI\‘D BALTIC APPROACHES

Reconna:.ssance over the central North Sea, ‘escort operations.and
- submerine searches were urieventful.

Total Aircraft Losses on 16 July, 1940

iGermany U 1 Ju 88
1 He 111

2 airoraft

miom: Lt B |
In Air Combat: . 1 Blenheim at Bruges -

By AA: 1 aireraft (type not known) at Cherbourg
2 aircraft '

Spec1a1 Observatn.ons and Experiences ..

In reports on enemy fighter defence and on enemy fighters which
have been .shot down the Spitfire is predominant although incontestable
data from' captured documents :md:l.cates that British first-line fighters
:compr:.se at least 60% Hurricanes and at most 40% Spitfires. Thus, there
'1s reason to bel:.eve that Hurr:.canes are frequently claimed as Spitfires.

SITUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE

ATR STTUATION

Reconnaissance

Nothing of particular importance was observed by reconnaissance over
Malta on 16 July, over Giarabub and the Amseat area (Egyptian frontier)
on 15 July and over the area Sollum - Amseat - Bir el Gobi on 14 July.
Two enemy fighters were shot down during recomnaissance gver Malta. One
Cr A2 is missing.

On 13 and 14 July recommaissance was carried out over north-east
Kenya, the Sudan frontier between Cassala and Gallabat, north-west
Somaliland and the central Red Sea. Nothing of particular importance was
observed. .. Enemy reconnaissance aircraft were sighted over Aiscia (100 km
south-west of Djibuti).

2

Italian Operations

i3 July: An effective attack was made on the harbour and airfield
at Aden.' . Enemy troop concentrat:.ons, "the airfield and the equipment dump
at Buna (north-east Kenya) were bombed and shot up on 13 and 4 July.
Two. aircraft were destroyed on the ground. .
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Enemy Operations o

During the night of 14/15 July the harbour and ships at Tobruk
were attacked. There was no damage. On the same day three Blenheims
attached Ain Gazala airfield (70 km west of Tobruk). One.Blenheim made
a forced landing at Tobruk.. :

GROUND SITUATION

On 13 July enemy artillery was active against Ridotta Capuzzo

. and Sidi Azeis. Fire was intensified during the night of 14/15 July

in support of enemy armoured attacks in this area .and was also main-
tained on 15 July.

On the Sudan frontier the town -of Kurmuk (bei;ween 10th and 11th
parallels) was finally taken by Italian troops.

SITUATION AT SEA

In a supplementary report the Navy announced the sinking of an
enemy * destroyer and a submarine by an Italian submarine on 15 July.

LUFTWAFFE STTUATION REPORT NO. 316 (18. July, 1940)

Operations on 17 July and during the night of 17/18  July, 1940
AIR SITUATION

GERMAN TERRTTORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Luftgau Belgium/Northern France
Between 1600 and 1930 hours there were three encmy incursions into
the Cherbourg area. - No bombs were dropped.

Between 2315 and 0240 hours there were several enemy incursions as
far as the line Antwerp - Brussels - Lille. Bombs were dropped at four
_ places (in particular at Ghent), but no damage resulted. Well-directed,
flexible, predicted fire by AA artillery forced thc enemy aircraft in
every casc to turn back or drop their bombs at random.

Between 2000 and 0100 hours there were at least eight enemy incursions
along the coast between Dieppe and Cherbourge No bombs were droppeds

Luftgou Holland - - '

Between 2300 and 0300 hours incursions were made by 15 enemy air-
craft, of which 11 passed on into the Reich and 4 into Belgiume No bombs
were dropped on Dutch territory.

A4 defence had no apparent effect.

The Reich

Between 0100 and 0300 hours incursions were made by 11 enemy aircraft
as far as the line Bramsche - Dortmund - Remscheid - Neuss, with the main
effort west of Muenster. Bombs were dropped at six places (in particular
west of Muenster).

Intense AA defence throughout the area had no apparént effect.

Denmark

Between midnight and 0230 hours there were two enemy incursions
as far as the line Aalborg - Silkeborge No bombs were dropped.

Altogether nine British aircraft (of seven squadfons) were definitely
identified.
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GEEAT BRITAIN

Morning reconnaissance was extens:.vely :.xnpeded by weather conditions
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and had nothing to report.

Afternoon Reconnaissance

Shipping Movements:

W of Brest,
1200-1500 hours:

1445-1500 hours:

30 km SE of
Harwich,
1435 hours:

4.2 km WNW of
Land's Ends

30 km SE of

~ Eastbourne;

1545 hours:

10 km E of

Dungeness,
1555 hours:

10 km SE of
Dungeness,
1557 hours:

Off Thames
Estuary,
1557 hourss

On the Clyde at

“about 1600 hours:
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55 km S of
Weymouth,
1630 hours:

15 km SSW of

S tip of I.o.¥W.,
1635 hours:

About 15 km SE of
S tip of T.oW.,
1645 hours:

In Portland
Harbour,
1835 hours:

About 40 km E of
Peterhead,
21C0 hours:

No shipping movements in the area

No shipping movements in the area
Lannion = Torquay - Land's End.

- Several ships in Plymouth Bay.

20 ships (some large) on SW course.
1 submarine - diving. (1520 hours )

2 merchant -ships of 8-10 »000 tons

" ‘on SW course.

1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons
on WSW course.

2 merchant ships of 5-8,000 tons
on N course.

No s'hipping movements.

Intense shipping activity. About
30 armed merchant ships and 1 submarine.
No shipping at Greenock.

1 merchant ship of W course.
3 mine-sweepers on E course.
2 small merchant ships on E course.

Several small . ships.
No shipping movements between
S tip of T.o.W. and Swanage.

2 light cruisers on S course.
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Bombers and dive-bombers - mostly escorted by single-engined and

twin~engined fighters ~,cé;rried out the following attacks:

Daz'

Shipping:

24,0 ¥m N 1 merchant ship of about 3,000 tons.

of Brest: Two hits with 250 kg bombs. Fire observed
on board. v :

70 km W of 1 patrol boat.

Iand's End: 3 250 kg bombs were dropped.
The ship became out of control.

420 km WSW 1 merchant ship of about 2,000 tons.

of Brest: 8 250 kg bombs were dropped and fell in the

immediate vicinity of the ship which was
abandoned by its crew.

Other Targets:

Reading-Woodley 8 50 kg bombs were dropped.

Airfield: the effect could not be observed ow:.ng to
weather conditions.

Op. airfield 5 50 kg bombs were dropped. ,

E of Mayfield Two barrack huts were set on fire.

(12 km S of '

Tunbridge Wells)

Aldershot 12 50 kg bombs were dropped.

Military Camp: The effect could not be observed.

Industrial Plant 4 50 kg bombs were dropped and fell in the

NW of Eastbourne: target area. Clouds of smoke were
observed.

Torpedo Factory = &4 250 kg bombs were dropped. . .

1 km W of One direct hit on a works shed was

Greenock: observed. : ‘

Portland Harbour 6 500 kg bombs were dropped.

Installations: Fires were observed.

During the Right of 16/17

Searchlight Positions:

Edinburgh and 10 250 kg bombs and
Glasgow 2 50 kg bombs were dropped.
' The effect could not be observed owing
to weather conditions.

During the night of 17/18 July

Thames Haven: 20 ° 50 kg bambs were dropped on a fuel
storage installation.
Chatham: 20 50 kg bombs were dropped on a

shipyard..
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Swansea Harbour 4 250 kg bombs were dropped.-
Installations: Only minor explosions observed in

W part of the harbour.

During the night of 17/18 July special operations in the Thames
estuary and the harbours of Cardiff, Swansea, Plymouth and Fowey were
carried out according to plan by 9th Fliegerdivision.

Defence ‘ |

Fighters:

E of Portland, . 2 twin-engined fighters
afternoon:

Centre of Cha.nnei 9 Hurricanes
to French coast:

20 km N of 3 Blenheims

Prench coast:
‘40 km W of -3 fighters
Plymouth

Reading: Intense defence by
: L Spitfires

AA Artillery and Searchlights:

Portland: AA defence

. Thames Estusary Intense searchlight activity on the
(London area and coast. No AA Ffire and no night
along coast): - fighters.

In addition, aircraft observed red lights
at wide intervals and red flashing
beacons on both sides of the Thames.

NORTH SEA AND BALTIC APPROACHES

Escort operations and morning and evening reconnaissance over
the Skagerrak were uneventful. S

Total Aircraft Losses on 17 July, 1940

Germans 1 Ju 88
2 He 111's
3 aircraft
Enemy:
In Air Combat: 1 Blenheim (north of Cherbourg)

1 Spitfire (over the Chamnel -
late report from 17 July) -

-2 aircraft .
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STTUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE |
: ATR SITUATION
Reconnaissance ‘ ‘ S : -
. Nothing of varticular importance was observed by recomnaissance over

the Red Sea on 15 July, along the Egyptian frontier on 16 July and
over the Mediterranean on '17 July. , S

Italian Operations

Mediterranean .
On 16 July 12 S.81's based on the Dodecanese attacked ships in
Alexandria harbour. Several hits were observed. ,

During the night of 17/48 July 3 S.82's, each carrying 2,000 kg
of bombs, attacked Gibraltar. Report on results has mot yet been received.

Libya

On 16 July attacks were made by 10 8.79's on the camp and airfield
at Sidi Barrani and by 22 S.79's on the seaplane base and equipmeut dump
at Mersa Matruh. The bombs fell in the target area and the attack was
observed to be effective. -

Enemy Operations

East Africa
Oon 15 July the enemy carried out attacks on the fuel dumps and
the radio station at Assab. Fighters prevented an enemy attack on
. Diredaua airfield. '

GRQUND SITUATION

_ On 16 July an attack by strong enemy forces supported by more
_then 50 tanks on the positions north of Ridotta Capuzzo (on the Libya=
Egypt frontier) was driven off.

On 15 July, Moyale on the frontier of Kenya was captured.

SITUATION AT SEA

On 17 July a British convoy with three motor tankers coming from
the direction of the Black Sea passed through the Dardanelles.
LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO. 317 (19 July, 1911-0)

Opérations on 18 July and during the night of 18/19 July
ATR STTUATION '

GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Luftgau Westérn France :
At 1310 hours four Blenheims made an unsuccessful attack on harbour
. installations at Le Havre. Three aircraft were shot down, one of them
by Ad,

At about 1600 hours there was one incursion at Barfleur by an enemy
-twin-engined monoplane and another at Isigny. 1In both cases no bombs
were dropped and there was no AA fire.

. Between 2115 and 2400 hours there were four enemy incursions between
Le Havre and Cherbourg. The aircraft did not penetrate very far inland.
Bombs were dropped at four places, but no damage resulted.

AA defence had no apparent effect.
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Luf'tgau Belgi u_g[ﬁorthern France
Between 1500 and 1700 hours there were several enemy incursions
between Ostende and Boulogne. The aircraft did not penetrate very far
inland. Bombs were dropped south of St. Omer, but no damage resulted. i

At 1930 hours 9 Blenheims escorted by 20 fighters attacked
Boulogne under cover of low clouds Owing to strong AA defence the )
enemy aircraft turned back immediately and dropped the majority of *
their bombs into the water. A few oil storage tanks in Boulogne
harbour were slightly damaged. A Blenheim was brought down by AA.
The enemy fighters remained beyond the range of heavy AA.

Luftgau Holland

Between 0945 and 1420 hours there were three enemy incursions.
The enemy penetrations were not very deep. Bombs were dropped at
Spijkenisse and Flushing. Fighters shot down a Blenheim at Flushing.

At 1730 hours 4 Blenheims dived out of the clouds at Flushing,
dropped bombs without causing any damage and withdrew into the clouds
again immediately AA opened fire.

The Reich

Between midnight and 0250 hours there were 16 3nemy incursions
as far as the line Pyrmont - Paderborn - Hagen = Siegburg, with the
main effort at Paderborn and Cologne. Bombs were dropped at ten places,
but only slight damage resulted.

No enemy aircraft were encountered by night fighters. ' ' '

AA defence throughout the area had no apparent effect. :

[CF)

Between midnight and 0340 hours there were 21 enemy incursions .
ag far as the line Fehmarn - Wittingen ~ Schoeningen - Pyrmont. Bombs
were dropped at 13 places, but no damage of any importance resulted.

A few people were killed and :Lnjured._

AA was active throughout the area. A Blenheim was shot down
at Delmenhorst.

Altogether 33 British. airoraft (of 8 squadrons) were definitely
identified.

GREAT BRITAIN

Morning Reconnaissance

Shipping in Ports:

Dover, L ' | 10 merchant ships and probably
0700 hours: Lo 2 warships.

Shipping Movements:

S. of Littlehampton, e V Gonvoy comprising

0624 hours: 16 ships on W course.

Off Cromer, . ' . 2 coastal patrol boats. -

0830 hours: ‘ : ‘ *
Channel, . " (centre of Channel between . J
1145 hours: S Cherbourg and Bournemouth)

Convoy comprising
10 ships on NW.course.

Thames Estuary ' ‘ Intense shipping act:.v:.ty.
1200 hours: - " Single merchant ships moving
in the direction of Great

Yarmouth.
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‘Bhipping Movements:

Afternoon Reconnaissance
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S of Hythe,
1228 hours:

About 10 km S
of Folkestone,

1228 hours:.

32 km SE of
Harwich,
1550 hours:

4O km SE of:
Harwich,
1555 hours:

25 km SW of

Dungeness,
1640 hours:

1645 hours:

5 km 8W of
Dungeness,

. 1650 hours.

Of'f‘ Br:.stol,
1830 hours:

'5kmSof

Portland,
1845 hours:

Off Aberdeen,
2300 hourss |

oo e

18" ships (including several warships)
" close inshore on SW coursc.

British warships firing.

Convoy comprising
20 ships on W course.

L4 small ships (mine-sweepers?)
on E course.

2 merchant ships on E course.

Slight shipping activity about
25 km off the coast between
Orfordness and Harwich.

1 destroyer (?) on E course.

L passenger ships (each of 10 -
_ 15,000 tons) at anchor.

4 freighters and
2 destroyers on W course.

Two convoys together comprising aboutb
50 ships. One on N course, the other on
S course.

On 18 July bombers and dive-bombers — mostly escorted by single-
engined and twin-engined fighters - attacked the following targets:

Day
Airf’iel‘ds:

. Saltfleet

(20 km SE of

Grimsby):

DB 25796/1

Wick;

Montrose:

2 250 kg HE bombs and

2 250 kg incendiary oil-bombs
were dropped and the airfield
was shot upe The effect could
not be observed owing to weather

conditions.

32 50 kg bombs and

4 incendiary canisters were dropped.
The bombs fell on houses and on the
. taxying area.

28 50 kg bombs and L
4 incendiary canisters were droyped.
The bombs fell on the N perimeter
of the airfield and on the taxying
arecae.
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St. Athan:

Donibristle:

Harbour Installations:

Cardiffs

Swanseas:

Dundee:

Shipping:

Between Ramsgate

and Deal:

Between Ramsgate
and Deals

35 km SE of
Harwichs

35 km ENE of
Harwich:

Off Thames
Estuary:

I. oe » Wighto

25 km NE
of Wicks:

120 km NE
of Wick:

15 km NW of
Kinnaird Head:

Southa_mp’c on:

- 27 -

4 250 kg bombs were dropped. ‘Hits
were observed on a storage shed
and on the N part of the airfield.

-, The bombs fell near the hangars

"and on the runway.

4 250 kg bombs were dropped. The
effect could not be observed owing
-to.fighter attackse. .

4 250 kg bombs were dropped. Three
hits on quay installations and a
near miss on an 8,000-ton freighter

* -were observed. '

Harbour and railway installations
were attacked. A large fire was
observed in the railway station.

1 merchant ship of 3 - 5,000 tons.
..Pour direct hits (one 500 kg, two
250 kg and one 50 kg) were observed.
* The ship broke up and sank. .

1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons. Two
direct hits with 50 kg bombs. Stern .

. under water, large patch of: oil. observed.

2 merchant ships each of 1,000 tons.
Shot up with cannon-guns and set
on fire.

1 merchant ship of 1,500 tons.
: Sunk by two 500 bombs. ‘

1 coas‘cal patrol boat shot up with
cannon-guns and set on fire. E

" 1 patrol boat. Explosion a.nc'l

smoke observed.

1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons

in a convoy. One hit on stern

with 250 kg. bomb. Thick ¢louds -
of smoke observed. : :

1 patrol boat. Two near misses with
250 kg and 50 kg bombs. The ship
had a heavy list after the attack.

1 escort vessel of 2,000 tons. Two
hits with 250 kg bombse List and
smoke observed. Crew took to the
boats.

Two barrage balloons were shot down.
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Night

RESTRICTED

-25 - .

Shipping along the Scottish Coast:

Defence

Pighters:
15 km W of

Orfordness,
1300 hours:

N of Cherbourg,
1600 hours:

Bristol Channel,

1600 hours:

N of Swansea, . -
1600 hours:

Aberdeen,
1030 hours:

Aberdeen,
2200 hours:

Over the convoy
of f Aberdeen,
2200 hours:

1 merchant ship of-.10,000 tons. One hit
with 250 kg bomb. Explosion observed.

1 merchant ship of 6;000 tons. Two 250 kg
bombs fell Just in front of bows. Effect
not observed.

1 tanker. One hit on stérn with 250 kg
bomb. Explosion observed.

1 freighter of 4,000 tons. One hit on
stern with 250 kg bomb. Thick smoke
observed.

1 ship of 10,000 tons. ' One hit on stern
with 250 kg bomb. Thick smoke and
explosion obscrved. LT

1 freighter of 500 tons. One hit with
250 kg bomb. Ship caught fire.

1 freighter. One hit with 50 kg bomb.
Thick smoke observed.

1 merchant ship of 10,000 tons. Two’
hits on stern with 250 kg bombs.
Exp1051on and smoke observed.

1 ship of 2,000 tons. Probably hlt with
one 50 kg bomb.

1 freighter of 3-4,000 tons. One hit
with 250 kg bomb. Intense fire observed.

1 merchant ship of 1,000 tons. One hit
with 250 kg bomb. Effect not observed.

2 Blenheims

2 Spitfires

Fighter patrol of up to
8 aircraft.

3 fighters
1 fighter
Night fighter operations by

Hurricanes and Spitfires.

4 'Glosters and Spitfires.
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AA Artillery, Searchlights and Barrage Balloons:

Southampton, _ Intense well-placed AA fire.
1300 hours: mete

E of Alford & Light AA and machine-gun fire,
E.of Grimsby,

0700 hours:

“Swansea and Heavy and light AA.
Cardiff,
4600 hours:

NW of Bridgewater, 40 = 50 balloons at 1,500 metres.
1600 hours: .

‘Montrose, ) Heavy and medium AA.
1030 hours:

Aberdeen, L Machine-gun fire.
1030 hours: '

Dundee, . ' Heavy AA.
2200 hours:

At.1045 hours an air battle between 28 Me 109's and 15 Spitfires
developed east of Deal. One Spitfire was shot down.

During the night of 18/19 July special operations were carried
out according to plan by 9th Fliegerdivision at Belfast, the Mersey
estuary, Norecambe Bay and the Humber estuary.

Long-range night fighters encountered a Wellington over the English
coast. After the first attack the enemy aircraft fired a recognition
signal (two red stars)..

NORTH SEA AND BATTTC APPROACHES

Escort operations, reconnaissance over the central North Sea and
submarine searches were uneventful. :

Total Aireraft Losses on 18 July, 1940

German: 2 Ju 88's
1 Do 17
1 Me 109
L aircraft
Enemy: _
In Air Combat: 1 Spitfire at Deal

4 Blenheim off Orfordness
1 Blenheim at Flushing

41 Blenheim at Harwich

.2 Blenheims at Le Harve

By AA: 4 Blenheim at Le Havre
1 Blenheim at Boulogne
2 Blenheims at Ghent
1 Blenheim at Delmenhorst

14 aircz‘aft

' Two-barrage balloons were shot down
at Southampton.

Special Observations and Experiences

It was learned from captured British documents that, in addition to
the Hampden, airfraft types such as the Beaufort and Swordfish are being
used for mine-laying operations.

B 25796/1 RESTRICTED

"



“

Lo

(-

RESTRICTED

SITUATION IN SCOUTHERN THEATRE

ATR SITUATION

Reconnaissance
On 18 July reconnaissance over the western Mediterranean observed
two mercha.nt ships between Sardinia and the Balearic Islands.

Own Operations

On the afternoon of 17 July a large merchant ship was attacked in the
vicinity of Lampedusa Island and a hit was scored on its stern. The crew
took to the boats. It was later discovered that the ship was Finnish.

A1l of the three aircraft which took part in the attack on G:.braltar
reported yesterday returned to base.

On 16 July an enemy native detachment of about 100 men was attacked
with light bombs and machine-gun fire at Gallabad (Sudan front:n.er, Monue
Cuora .area).

An enemy M/T convoy of about 60 vehicles moving back between Buna and
Moyale (morth-east Kenya) was bombed and shot up.

A successful attack was made on airfield installations at Wa:]ir
(eastern frontier of Kenya between 1st and 2nd degrees north).

Ene erations
On 16 July an attack was made on Agordat airfield (120 km west of
Asmara). A hangar and three aircraft on the ground were destroyed.

An eneny aircraft was shot down while maicing an unsuccessful attack
on Asmara airfield.

LUFTWAFFE STTUATION REPORT NO. 318 (20 July, 1940)

Operations on 19 July and during the might of 19/20 July, 1940
ATR SITUATION |

GERMAN TERRITORY (thé Reich and Occupied Areas)

Luftgau Western France
At about 0930 hours an enemy aircraft flew along the coast from a
point east of Cherbourg as far as Bayeux. No bombs were dropped.

At ab'oﬁt_\ 1'115 hours there was another eneny incursion north of
St. Brieue along the coast to 50 km north-east of Brest. Again no
bombs were dropped. :

A%t 1145 hours bombs were dropped at Blainville and Gisors.
No damage of any importance resulted. The aircraft were not plotted.

Luftgaue Holland and Belgi\_.u_q@orthem France

Between 2315 and 0400 hours there were incursions by about 24 enemy
aircraft, most of which flew on into the Reich. Bombs were dropped at
Den Helder, but no damage resultéd. There was AA in area north of the
Lek, but without apparent effect.

The Reich

Between midnight and 0330 hours there were 18 enemy incursions over
the Dutch frontier as far as the line Hannover - Kassel - Opladen, with
the main effort at Paderborn. Bombs were dropped at ten places, but no
damage of any importance resulted.
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Night fighters shot down one enemy a.:.rcraf‘t over Rhelne and another
north of Muenster. _ .

AA defence was active, particularly in the Ruhr and at Kassel, but
had no apparent effect.

Between 2245 and 0300 hours there were about 35 enemey :anurs:.ons
over Demmark and northern Germany as far as the line Skagen ~ Ruegen -
Anklam - Gifhorn = Hannover, with the main effort at Luebeck, Hamburg
and Bremen. Bombs were dropped at eleven places s but no damagec of any
importance resulted.

Night fighters had no contact with enemy aircraft.

A.A was active throughout northern Germany, particularly at Hamburg
and Bremen. One enemy aircraft was brought down over Kiel Bay, another
at Bremen and a third at Borkum. ‘

Altogether 37 British aircraft (of eleven squadrons) were definitely
identified. o

GREAT BRITAIN

Morning Reconnaissance

Shipping Movements:

. E of Montrose, No shipping movements observed .
0700 hours: in good visibility.
15 km E of Convoy comprising
Gt. Yarmouth, - 12 ships on SSW course.
0720 .hours:
Gt. Yarmouth, . Convoy comprising
. 0720 hourss 5 ships at anchor.
Lowestof't, - : 5 ships on 8 course.

0720 hours:

Afternoon and Evening Reconnaissance

Shipping in Ports:

Weymouth, 2 destroyers (?),

"1520 hours: 2 merchant ships each of about 5,000 tons

' ' ' and several small shi.ps of less than
11,000 tons.

Falmouth, , 8 merchant ships of 2-8,000- ﬁons, )

1520 hours: ' apparently a convoy.

Devorport, " 4 warships and

1730 hours: . 1 transport of 20,000 tons.

Dover, ' : 17 snips (six large and one very large);

1805 hourst’ - . the latter stood in the middle of a
patch of oil and had two small ships
alongside. ‘

Folkestone s 5.destroyers,- .

.. 2030 hours' . = 2merchant ships and

12 small warships. at, ahchor.
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Shipping Movements:

40 km E of -
Harwich,
1450 hours:

Off T'haines_
Estuary,
1450 hours:

Off Torquay,

1500 hours:

' Off Dover,
1805 hours:
About 40 km SW
of Peterhead,
2010 hours:

S of above,
2020 hours:
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- Convoy comprising .
37 medium merchant ships and
6 destroyers (?).

A few patrol boats.

No shipping movements apart
from a few patrol boats.

2 destroyers.

2 large merchant ships moving
at medium speed on S course.

1 large warship moving at
f‘ull speed on S course.

Convoy' traffic throughout 'bhe sea area off northern Sootland appears
- t0-be concentrated on certain days. Thus, convoys should not be expected
to appear for the following few days perhaps and then activity may increase

againe.

On 19 July and during the mght of 19/20 July bombers and dive-
bombers, some of them with flghter escort, attacked the follown.ng 't;arge'bs.

Day

Pembroke~Carew
Airfield:

Falmouth
Harbours:
Rothesay Dock
(Clydebank):

S bank of
River Clyde:

Plymouth
Harbour:

Glasgow,
power station:

Norwich,
supply dump:-

Shipping:
Off Dover:. ..
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2 250 kg bombs scored direct hits
- on storage sheds.

2 250 kg bombs and
10 50 kg bombs were dropped.

Effect not observed.

'3 250 kg bombs hit railway tracks
" in the target area.

4 250 kg bombs were dropped on
“harbour installations and.ware-
houses. Fire with-sheets of flame
observed.

2 250 kg bombs were dropped on
a dock containing warships. = ' °
‘L 250 kg bombs were dropped on the
N part of the harbour. Effect not
known. Hits were scored on 4 ships
in the harbour.

1 250 kg bomb scored hit. Fire and
- -smoke observed. '

20 50 kg bombs were dropped, falling
in S part of the target area.

1 250 kg bowb hit the starboard side of
- a destroyer in a convoy. . .
Further effect not observed.
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In Dover
Harbour:

In Dover
Harbour:

Night
Lympne Airfield:

 Kirkcaldy
Harbour:

Montrose.. . .
Harbour: -

Peterhead
Harbours

LT e

Harbour:

~ Paversham: - . -
SE of Aberdeen:

Defence ‘

Fighters:
Off Dovers .
N of Dover:

N of Canterbury:
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1 .500 kg bomb scored a direct h:.t on
a merchant ship of 5,000 tons.
The sh:Lp sank in a few m:.rrutes.‘

Direct hits with 250 kg or 500 kg bombs
were scored on two merchant ships each
of 1,500 tons. Further effect not
observed.

20 50 kg bombs were droﬁped, falling on
. the W and E perimeters of the airfield.

4L 250 kg bombs were dropped on
.ingtallations. Dull-red fire and
pillars of smoke observed.

-4 250 kg bombs were dropped.
. Explosions in harbour.

4 250 kg bombs were dropped on
installations causing f':.res.

The effect of the following atbacks was
not observed-

lp 1250 kg bombs were dropped on
" installations.’ ‘ ‘

20 50 kg bombs were dropped on
an. explosives works. ~

oyl

4 250 kg bombs were dropped on
harbour installationse

Hurricanes, Defiants and Spitfires
over the convoy.

9 fighters.
Night fighters.

A.A Artillery and Searchllghts.

Falmouth:

N .of Dover:

Paversham:
Lynmpne:
Between coast
and S edge of
London:

Plymouths
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AA of all calibres.
Medium and heavy AA while aircraft
were dropping bombs and leaving target.
A large number of parachute shells(?).
" 'Well-'placed AA.
. Searchlights.
'Massed searchlights. :

Slight searchlight activity. Barrages by

medium and heavy AA."
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In the morning an air battle developed off Dover. Thirteen enemy
aircraft (1 2 Def':l.ants and 1 Humcane) were shot down by fighters.

I

At 1700 hours fighters on escort opera.tlons shot down two Sp:.tf:l.res
of f Dover. oo L

During the night of 19/20 July special operations at the Clyde, oo
Firth of Forth, the Humber estuary, Pembroke, Cardiff, Falmouth, Plymouth
~and the Thames °stuary were carried out according to plan by 9th Flieger-
d:l.vn.s:l.on. ‘ " . : Co

NORTH SEA AND BALTIC APPROAGHES

Escort operations and recommaissance over. the Skagerra.k were
uneventful. =

Total Aircraft Losses on 19 July, 1940

Germans - , .1 Me 109
1 Do 17
1 He 111
3 _aircraft
Enegz:
‘In Adr Combat: L Spitfires over I.o.Wight .

(»

2 Spitfires at Folkestone -

1 Spitfire at Dover

1 Hurricane over centre of Channel

12 single-engined aircraft, probably

- Defiants, over cemtre of Channel.

aircraft (type not known) at Muenster
tley at Burgsteinfurt (S. of Rheine)

aircraft (type not known) at Bremen
| aircraft (type not known; at Eckernfoerde
aircraft (type not known) at Borkum

2 , ailrcraft

- b o e

SITUATION IN- SOUrHERN THEATRE
ATR SITUATION

‘Reconnsissance
. Nothing new was observed by recomaissance over Malta s ‘the central
Red Sea and central Sudan. T

Ital:.an Operations

Libya~
17 Julx, 1940

: .The airfield and hut sites at Sidi Barrani were bombeéb The report on
. the results of the attack is not yet available.

18 July, 1940
. The hut site and supply dump at Mersa Matruh were bombed again.
The report on results is not’ yet available.

. East Africa

17 July, 1940

Trucks were shot up on the Mojale - Buna caravan route. An enemy
aircraft was shot down over Buna. : :

Enemy Operations
~ On 17tJuly British aircraft bombed industrial installations at Assab.
No information on the -effect of the attack is available yet.
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. LUFIVAFFE STIUATTON REPORT NO., 3 {21 J

Opera.t:;.ons on 20 Julx and dur:v.ng the m.ght of‘ 20(21 Julx= gz._g

ATR SITUATION

GERMAN. TERRTTORY. »(the Reich and Opoipled Areas) .

Between 2315 and 0230 hours there were about 17 ememy :anurs:.ons
over the coast and the Scheldt estuary as far as the line 20 km'west of
fntwerp = Mecheln = Courtrai, Bombs which: were droppe& caused no ‘damage,

A\ defence’along the coast’ had no apparent ef‘fect

Tuftgau Holland o Lol :
5§BO hours there was an enemy 1nours:|.on as f‘ar as Flush.lng Where

bombs Wcre dropped, No damage resul’ced, bu't one person was killed and
there were several injured.

Two Blenheims which approached Ro’cterdam at about 1330 hours were
shot down by fighters. . 3
Between 2300 and 0400 hours incursions were made by 21 enemv aircraft,
~about 17 of which flew-.on into: :thé. Reich, At Rotterdam three storagc tanks
containing 6,000, tons of fuel-were: destroyed,

AA defence was ac’c:n.ve throughout the area, Two Blenheims were
bI‘O‘llgh‘b downo -~..“. . .c-,-;j . .

.

The Re:.ch '
““Between 2320 and 0330 hows there werc 17 enemy incursions over the
Duteh frontier as far as the line Celle = Wunstorf - Hoexter = Cologne.
.. Bambs were dropped at six places (particular]y at Eschwege airfield, where
" Houges .and material in the air park-worc damaged).

There was intense night- f:.ghter and AA activity in western Germany.
AA dcfence was particularly strong in the Ruhwr, ‘TWo encmy a:.rcraft were
shot down by night fighters. ' o .

, Between 2300 and 0330 hours there were 27 enenmy. incursions f‘rom
Heligoland Bay and northern Holland as far as ‘the line Copenhagen =
Rostock = Parchin - Celle, Bombswere drqpped at eight places partn.cular]y
at Wismar, Schwerin and Hamburg), Seven persons were k:.lled.

Single enemy aircraft circled over the river estuar:r.es and Kiel Bay
(mine=leying?). L

AA defence was. act:Lve on the.North Sea islands and at var:.ous points
in the enany's area of .operations. - Two enemy aireraft were brought dovm
at Wilhelmshaven and another at Jever, . :

AA broyght' down a Br:.t:l.sh a:n.rc‘raft wh:.ch approached Freder:.kshaven
at 0015 hours.

Luftgau Norway

At about 1200 hours a Lockheed Hudson attacked Uts:l.ra w:l.reless
station (40 km north-west of Stavanger) and destroyed ‘tHe 60 metre high
wireless mast with three bambs, Five other bombs fell into the water.
Pighters which took off did not make contact.

(1)

Altogether: l;:l Br:.'t:n.sh a:.rcraf‘t (of eleven squadrons) were def:.n:.tely
identified, .
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GREAT BRITATN
Morning Reconnalssance
Shipping Movements:
110 km SE of - ’ . 38 ships of 5~10,000 tons with escorts
Berwick, moving at full speed on NW course.
0130 hours:
Humber Estuary, 1 merchant ship.
0205 hours:

. Farne (Iceland), 1 cruiser (apparently "Birminghsm" class)
‘0300 hours: : ' moving at full speed on SSE course,
35 km NE of Convoy comprising
Berwick on Tweed, 18 merchant ships and
0310 hours: ' 1 destraoyer.

Dungeness, 1 patrol boat (stationary)
0630 hours:

Hastings, 2 ships each of 2,000 tons
0630 hours: "~ on SW course.

§ of Bastbourne, L. ships of about 3,000 tons
0630 hours: on W course, B
About 5 km NE of 1 destroyer.

Humber Estuery,

0730 hours: o

" 5 km SE of 2 freighters totalling about 4,000 tons
Southwold, on S course,

0840 hours:
About 20 km S ; 2 freighters each of 4,000 tons
of Lowestoft, on § course,- '
0840 hours:
Off Folkestone, 4 destroyer.
1105 hours: .
0ff Dover, , 1 destroyer and
. 1105 hours:. . 2 mine-sweepers.
Shipping in Ports: .
Dover Harbour, ) About 15 ships of 3:-5,000 tons,
0620 hours: :
Afternoon Reconnaissance
Asirfields:
) Pértia.t}d Harbour, * . No aircraft observed,
1522 hours: ‘ s
Chickerell, No aircraft observed,
1522 hours:
k km N of New airfield (5 kmw of St. Athan),
Llantwit=Ma jor, 14 aircraft obscrved.

1605 hours:
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Barnstaple, No aircraft observed,

1625 hours:

Ship_'gi_r_;g

30 km S of : 1 ship and

Plymouth, ‘ - 1. small warship on NE course.

1230 hours:. ’ .

About 25 km 8 1 large merchant ship on NE course,

of Plymouth, : :

1235 hours:

off Aldeburgh, - Convoy apparently compr:z.s::.ng large

1400:-hours: - ¢ °° ° - merchant ships moving at full speed
- o L on S course,

30 km E of 1 large warship on SW course,

Harwich, > :

1405 hours:

Mounts Bay, . ' 3 merchant ships,

1430 hours:

Pembroke, R " convoy at anchor,

1450 hours: '

From Ha.stings . s - No éhip;éing movements observed, ° ’

to Dungeness,
1505 hours:

des’croyers (2),

Portland, 2

1522 hours: 1 tanker of about 6,000 tons and
1 freighter of 4«5, OOO tons damaged.
1 freighter of about 5,000 'bons in .
the outer harbour.

20 km SSE of S Convay.

tip of I,o,Wight, .
1615 hours:

5 km 8 of ‘ Convoy comprising

Dover, ' 23 ships.

1910 hours:

W of Dover, . 3 large ships and

2130 hours: 3 small ships (one ship with heavy l::.st)

Shipping in Ports:

Dover, TR ‘3 medium cruisers,

1900 hours-

Dover, 10 large ships and ’
2130 hours: ). small ships. e

On 20 July and during the night of 20/21 Jaly bombers, dive-bombers a.nd
and twin-engined fighters.- some of them escorted by single-cngined ’ <
fighters = attacked the following targets:
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Shipping:
Dover, Lo 1 cruiser of 6-8,000 tons:
convoy:s " ‘two hits with 500 kg bombs, sheets of
' ~ flame and large clouds of smoke from
explosion,
1 destroyer: : .
one hit with 250 kg bomb, further
effect not observed. :
7 merchant ships of 3-6,000 tons:
several near misses,
1 destroyer with marking "OKH" or "OKN":
two hits on gunwales with 500 kg and
250 kg bomb, Intense fires broke out
and the ship beceme out of control.
Dover Harbour: ‘ 1 ship of 1,000 tons::
two hits with a 500 kg and a 250 kg
bomb., IList obscrved. -
The effect of the féllowing attacks
was not observad:
30 kan S of Convoy comprising
Swanage: 14 ships.
12 km SE of 1 destroyer.
Portland:.
‘Night of 19/20 July: N
Plymouth 1 merchant ship: two hits amidships
Harbour: : with 250 kg bambs. -
Falmouth 3 merchant ships: one hit on each
Harbour: with 250 kg bombs.
Night of 20/21 July:
Ipswich Airfield 10 50 kg bambs were dropped.
and a/f 4O km NE Effect not observed.
of Cambridge:
Rocheford and 9 50 kg banbs and
Southend a/f's: 1 incendiary canister dropped.
Bombs Ffell in vicinity of targets.
Lowestoft, 10 50 kg bambs were dropped. .
Harbour inst- Sticks fell on harbour installations,
allations: o ' : - ‘
Newcastle, . o 1 250 kg bomb and .
Vickers=Armstrong 1 50 kg bomb d&roppede
shipyard: , Effect not observed.
Chatham, - 8 250 kg bambs,
Royal Dockyard: - .8 50 kg bombs and ,

" 2 incendiary canisters were droppeds
Three large fires were observed
“ten minutes afterwards.
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Greenock, 4 250 kg bombs and
Harbouwr inst=- 8 50 kg bombs were dropped.
allations Tire in a shipyard.
Newcastle, 2., 250 kg (HE) bombs and ”
TFuel storage - 4,. 250 kg incendiery oil~bomb dropped.

installations: - - "".La:rge sheet of flame and fire immediately
-, after bombs exploded.

Industriel plant . . . 3 50 kg bambs were dropped. .
E of Newcastle: - - - =~ . Bffect not obeerved.
Montrose: " " 24 50 kg bombs and ‘
' ... . 2 incendiary canisters were dropped on
A factory and railway installations,

Effect not observed,

Orkneys oL 5 250 kg bombs and
: o . - 8 ' 50 kg bombs were dropped on AA gun
. ‘and searchlight installations, About
six guns and a few searchlights ceased

activity.
.Defénce
Pighters:
O km W of l 2 Hurricanes.
Lowestoft,: . .~ ...
0830 hours: A '
Dover, .. 9 fighters above the c_lqudé_._ y
1030 hours: ‘ SR
Aideburgh 8 fighters, including one twin-engined
1400 hours: aircraft with a cannon~gun, ..
Harwich, '
44410 hours:.
Dover Herbour, 6 fighters,
N 1530 hours:
Ipswich,. . -2 night fighters..
2,00 hours:- - o ) S
%0 km NE of 2 night Pighters.
Cambridge, . :
2500 hourss .
Between Bristol " Night fighters,

and. Bath:

AL Artillery, Searchlights and Barrage Balloons: '

Plymouth and - . Intense AA fire of all calibres.
Falmouth: - Lo L o

20 ¥m E of | " Intense AA fire of all calibres,
Bxeter: . A : L

Dovers: . o S ' Badly=placed light and heavy Af., -

S . ! AA fire was probably also put up
I : S by a merchant ship in the harbour.

A S S S————
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5 km NE of Light and medium A.A fire fram a

Humber Estuary: ‘ destroyer,

30 km E of Medium AA fire from a large ‘wa.r"ship.

Harwich: o _ :

W of Brighton: Fire from AA guns on coast,

Flymouth, Falmouth, Intense searchlight activity.

Cardiff and Swansea: . o

Montrose, Dundee, Intense seardhlight activity.

Glasgow and along R

S bank of Firth

of Forth: ’

Aldeburgh: - L4 searchlights.

On coast and . Intense activity by searchlights,

over London: : . Very effective up to 8,000 metres.
Aircraft were not held for long by
searchlights, ‘

Cardiff and - Balloon barrage at 1,200 metres, .

Plymouth: : : o - :

Swansea Balloon barrage at 1 ,l;_QO,meti‘.e.S. L

4% 1900 howrs an air battle between 48 Me 109's and about 4O
SP:Ltf‘:Lres and Hurricanes developed over the Channel, Three Hurricanes and
-~ a Sp:.tf:re were shot down, Two Me 109’s were lost,

During the night of 20/21 July special operations at Pembroke,
Fishguard, Penzance, Falmouth, Plymouth and over the Bristol Chamnel and
Thames estuary were carr:.ed out accord::.ng to plan by 9th Fl:.egordlvt!.sn.on.

. NORTH SEA AND BA'LTIC APPROAGHES

Escort opera.tlons and reconna:.ssance over the Ska.gcrrak were
uneventful,

Total Aircraft Losses on 20 July, 19

Germens - . .1 Pw 200

1 Ju 88
1 Do 17
, 6 Me 109¢%s
9 aircraft
m-lv : .
Tn Air GCombat: 1 Sunderland off the Norwegian coast.

2 Blenheims at Rotterdam

1 Blenheim at Portland

Hurricanes at Dover , S
~Spitfire NW of Folkestone °
Spitfires at Portland
Wellingtons N of Muenster -

NN ==

aircraft (type not known) at Rotterdam
aircraft- (type not kmown) at Wilhclmshaven
Hampden at Wilhelmshaven

eircraft (type not known) at Jever

aircraft %type not known§ at Skagen

18 aireraft

A barrage balloon was shot down at Collum.
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SITUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE
ATIR SITUATION
Reconnaissande ‘ .
On 19 July reconnaissance over Alexandria harbour cobscrved the
following: ‘

L battleships,
1 aircraftecarrier, . _
7 cruisers, one of them in dock,
16 destroyers,
6 seaplanes,
1 tanker,
8 merchant ships and
a. number of small warships.

TIn Libye photographic reconnaissance was carried out over the
airfieclds at Fuka and I1 Daba (on coast, between Mersa Matruh and
Alexandria) and in the Sollum coastal area.

Oon 18 July photographic reconnaissance was carried out over Hargeisa
airfield (western Somaliland).

Ttalian Operations

Mediterranean

During the might of 20/21 July at 0230 hours 6 8.79%s attacked the
torpedo factory on Malta from a height of 500 metres, An intense fire was
observed in the terget area., There was strong searchlight and AA ‘defen’ce.

Libya .. . S ’ . .
On 19 July attacks were made on hut sites at Sidi Barranil and on hut

sites and supply dumps at Mersa Matruh, Fires wero observed in the target
aresa at Mersa Matruh, One Italian aircraft is missing,

East Africa . L

on 13 July bombing attacks were made on enemy ];os:.t:.ons: south of
Khashin el Girba (approximately 14° north, 36° east) and the port of
Berbera., : .

En% Operations .
On 18 July & not particularly effective attack was made on Neghelli
airfield (East Africa, approximately 5° north, 40° cast)e

SITUATION AT SEA

While on patrol on the morning of 19 July the two 5,000-ton Italian
cruisers "Giovanni delle Bande Nere" and "Bartolemeo Colleoni® encountered
four British destrayers sbout 40 km west of Crete., Two 7,000~ton crulsers
of the "Sydney® class approaching from the east joined in the ensuing .
sction, "Bartolomeo Colleoni® sank after an exchange of fire lasting threce
hours. "Giovami delle Bande Nere" succeeded in reaching Benghazi. The
extent of its damage is not yet known.

_ During the morning 6 S,79's from Rhodes joined in the action and scored
a hit on a British destroyer, At 1415 hours 6 S,81's made a further attack,
during which another hit was scored on a British destroyer. A% 1720 hours
both British cruisers were hit in a further attack, The attacks were
cerried out south=west and south of Crete; altogether 200 100 kg bombs
were dropped.

At 1410 hours 3 S.79's which could not locate the warships returned
to Libya, At 1740 hours the warships were attacked by 6 S,79's fram
Iibya, By this time the formation comprised only one cruiser and three
destroyers; - the whereabouts of the other two ships could not be ascertained.
Nine 250 kg bombs and 27 100 kg bombs were dropped, but no direct hits were
scored, '
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TUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO,320 122 Julys 124_0)
Operations on 21 July and during the night of 21/22 Jp_]_.z s 12 la-O

ATR SITUATION

GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Inftgeu Western France ' :

Between 1100 and 0500 hours there were at least 27 enemy incursions
(including 21 flights over the coastal area between Le Havre and Cherbourg
and four incursions as far as the line south of Paris - Iaval), Bambs were
dropped at eleven places, particulerly at Le Havre and Bayeux, but no
damage resulted. : ‘

V Between 0746 and 0924 hours three enemy aircraft flew along the coast
between Barfleur and Divesesur=Mer, penetrating up to 10 km inland, No
banbs were dropped. ~

AA defence 10 m south=west of Barfleur had no apparent effect.

Iuftgau Belgium/Northern France
Betweon 1700 and OO0 hours there were 12 enemy incursions, The air-

craft did not penetrate very far inland, Bombs were dropped at one place,
but no damage resulted, R

Iuftgau Holland - -

Between 2500 and 0400 hours incursions were made by 36 enemy aircraft,
30 of which flew on into the Reich. Bombs were dropped at five places,
partioularly at Rotterdam, but no damage of any importance resulted,

The Reich : -

Between. 2340 and 0300 hours there were 30 enemy incursions over the
Dutch frontier as far as the line Rheine - Bielefeld = Eisenach = Marburg -
Cologne. Bombs were dropped at fourteen places, particularly at Hagen and
Kassel, Houses were damaged and several persons were killed and injured,

‘Night fighters were operational over western Germany, One enemy
aircraft was shot down over Muenster, ) po o

AA de'fencew‘as active, particularly at Kassel and -in the southern
part of the Rulr, .

Between 2315 and 0340 hours there were 45 enemy incursions from
Heligoland Bay and northern Holland as far as the line Esbjerg = Ruegen =
Neustrelitz - Uelzen - Braunschweig, with the main effort at Wismar and
Bremen, Bombs were dropped at ten places, causing small fires in twelve
houses in Bremen, but apart from this only slight damage resulted, Scme
of the enemy aircraft circled over the river estuaries, Kiel Bay and

Luebeck Bay (mine=laying?).

AA defence was active throughout the area, An-enemy aircraft was
brought dow at Kiel, S

Iuftgau Norwsy I ,
At about 0325 hours a Skua dropped five bambs on Flatoe Island
(17 ¥m north of Bergen) in a dive attack, No damage resulted,
g i ,

Altogether 34 British airoraft (of thirteén squadrons) were
definitely identified during the night of 21 /22 July. ,

DB 25796/1 RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

GREAT BRITATN

DB 25796/1

Morning Reconnaissance

Airfields:

1000 hours:
Salisbury:

West_o_n super Ma:pe,;
St. Athan:

Swanton=Morley:

Shipping in Ports:

Dover,
0612 hours:

Cordiff,
10C0 hours:

1000 hours: -

Shipping Movements:

50 km E of
Harwich,
0055 hours:

20 km SSE of
Hastings,
0612 hours:

20 km E of
Lowestof't,
0618 Lours:
15 km SBE of -
Dover,

0628 hours:

20 km S of
Dover,
07C0 hours:

Channel,
N of Brest,
0730 hours:

45 km SE of
Portsmouth,
1015 hours:

6 km SE of
Dungeness,
1100 hours:

- 38 =

. Number of aircraft
anber of aircraft

\\

10 aircraft.

not observed.

not obser-ved.

One large hangar and ten barrack
huts, Taxying area.undamaged. No

aircraft observed.

Ships in harbour,
LO merchant ships.

20 xﬁerchant ships.

Number not. known.

5 destroyers on S course,

1 merchant slﬁip and

2 patrol boats (?). on NE course,

1 patrol boat (stationary)..

1 merchant ship on E

{1 merchant ship on NE

course.

course,

No shipping movements,

Convoy camprising
15 merchant ships and
8 warships with about
20 aircraft on W cours

Convoy comprising

15 ships on NE course,
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16 ¥m SSE of
Aldeburgh,
0030 hours:

Other Observations:

Salisbury,
1000 hours:

RESTRICTED

3 coastguard ships on SE course,

Afternoon Reconnaissance

Airfields:

Land's End,
1232 hours:

' Shippi. ing in Ports:

DB 25796/1

Falmouth,
1739 hours:

Plymouth,
1750 hours:

Shipping Movements:

10 km § of
Eastbourne,
1317 hours:

20 km W of
Margate,
1605 hours:

Off coast between
Firth of Forth and
Pentland Forth,
1700 hours:

Qther Observations:

Flymouth:

Off Trondheim:

2

Camp, No troops observeds

No aircraft observed, -

tankers each of about 6,000 tons,

. freighters each of about 5,000 tons,

3
2

freighters each of about 3,000 tons,
mine=-sweepers,

At the quay;

L. large ships,

NN SN - O] S

On the roadstead:

medium ships,

large warship,

crulsers,

destroyers,

mine=-sweeper,

warship and

other ships, types not known,
passenger ship of about 8,000 tons,
passenger ships of about 2-5,000 tons,
freighters of 2-5,000 tons,
freighter of about 9,000 tons.

4. patrol boats,

8

merchant ships of 3-5,000 tons
on varlous courscs.

No warships and no shipping movements.

Harbour entrance blocked by three buoy-
booms, one of them with a chammel about
210 metres wide and a pile bucy~boam.

The Sunderland flying-boat shot down on
19 July, fired red recognition signals,.
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On 21 July and during the night of 21/22 July bambers and dive~bambers =

of them escorted by fighters = attacked the following targets:

Dey
Shipping:

30 km SE of
Bournemouth;

Night of 21/22 July:

Grantham:

Upwood.:

- B of Montrose:

| Dérby:

DB 25796/1

Sunderland
and Newcastle:

Dunston and

Redheugh
(Newcastle):

Defence

Fighters:
Salisbury:

"

6 500 kg bombs,
13 250 kg bombs and
52 50 kg bombs were dropped on a comvoy.

1 tanker of about 10,000 tons received
three direct hits, The ship exploded
and sank,

1 freighter of about 10,000 tons received
two direct hits and three near misses,

An intense fire was observed and the ship
~sank immediately,

2 freighters each of about 5,000 tons:
intense fires were observed on board,
Both ships sinking,

1 freighter of about 5,000 tons:
heavy list observed.,

10 50 kg bombs were dropped on the airfield.
10 50 kg bambs were dropped on the airfield,

4. 50 kg bombs were dropped on harbour
installations,

10 50 kg bambs were dropped on factory
installations on the B outskirts of
the town,

The effect of the above attacks was not
obscrved,

8 . 50 kg bambs, '
1 incendiary oil bomb and
1 incendiary canister were dropped on the
power station and gasworks at Sunderland
and the Middle Docks shipyard at Newcastle.
Several fires were obsecrved,

8 50 kg bambs,
1 incendiary oil=bamb and
1 incendiary canister were dropped on
the power station and a large mill at
Dunston and the gasworks at Redheugh
(Newcastle), An extensive fire and
cxplosions were observed.

[}

3 fighters,
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Night Fighters:
Montrose:
Nottingham:

E of Harwich:
Harwich:

AL Artillerys:

Newcastle,
0100 hours:

North Foreland,
0100 hours:

W of Brighton,
0200 hours:

Plymouth,
0200 hours:

Pbrtland:
Cardiff:
Grantham;

Searchlights:

Montrose:

Newcastle:

Harwich:

Londons:

Aldeburgh:

Ramsgate to
Folkestone:

Plymouth:
Pembroke
Fishguard
ILlanelly

Norwich;

Newcastle =
Sunderland:

Barrage Balloons:

Plymouth:
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1 night fighter with searchlight,
L - 6 night fighters.

1 twinsengined aircraft at 700 metres.

1 aircraft w_ith ‘searchlight at 1,500 metres.

Weak light AA,
"Light shipts AA,
AAA fire from land,
'ﬁteme heavy AA and machine-gun fire,

Slight heavy Al
Heavy AA.
Badly=-placed heavy Al

L. searchlights,

Intense searchlight activity. Well
directed on western outskirts of
Newcastle and at Tymemouth, badly
directcd elsewhere,

6 «~ 8 searchlights.

Intense AA fire up to 8,000 metres,
well placed light AA, o

3 searchlights,
No searchlights,

Intense searchlight activity,
Slight searchlight activity.

Badly directed searchlights,

About 70 searchlights along the
coast,

Lbout 20 balloons up .to 8C0 metres,

Cardiff's - 10 balloons.
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During the night of 21/22 July special operations were cerried out
according to plan by 9th Fliegerdivision over the Bristol Channel, Plymouth,
the Mersey estuary, Morecembe Bay and along the east coast between’
Middlesbrough and the Thames,

NORTH SEA 4ND BALTIC APPRO/CHES

Escort operations, submerine searches and recomnaissance over the
Skagerrak were uneventful, ' : :

One Lockheed Hudson was shot down 150 km south-south=east of
Kristiansand and another 150 km south of Kristiansand,

Total iircraft Losses on 21 July, 1940

German: 1 Me 109
1 Do 17
1 He 59 (missing)
1 He 111
4. airoraft

Enemy;

In Air Combab: .- . 1 Huwrricane over the Channel

' 2 Lockheed Hudsons off Kristiansand

1 Whitley at Muenster

By AA: : .- .- 1 aircraft, type not known, at Kiel
5 aircraft

Late report 1 Hurricane at Portland,

from 20 July:

SITUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE
ATR_SITUATION
Reconnaissance .
. Nothing of particular importance was observed by reconnaissance over
Dikkil (French Someliland) and northeeastern Kenya on 19 July and over the
frontier of French Somaliland, northern Kenya, west of Lake Rudolf and over

the lower Sudan on 20 July. One aircraft did not return from these
operations,

Mediterranean

20 July:

Reconnaissance was carried out over the Sollum area and along the
coast fram Tobruk to Benghazi,

21 July: .

Alrcraft with fighter escort carried out rcconnaissance over Malta.
No changes of any importance in the shipping in the harbour were observed.
There was strong AA defence, 4n §,79 which was hit by AA made a forced
landing on the sea 20 km south of Cape Scalambri (Sicily). The crew was
rescueds, Fighters covering this aircraft shot down an enemy aircraft,

Ttalian Operations

Iibya ’

On 20 July bombing attacks were made on enemy positiong in the
Sollum area, '

On 21 July bombers attacked hut sites at Sidi Barrani and Mersa
Matruh airfield, where a direct hit was scored on a searchlight,
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East Africa
- During the night of 17/18 July, Buna airfield was attacked. ZSeveral
hits were scored in spzte of strong AA defence. : '

On 18 July Waj:.r and Buna airfields were bombed and shot up. Several
aircraft were destroyed on the ground and an enemy fighter was shot down.

Buna was attacked during the night of 18/1 9 July. One aircraft is
‘m:Lss:Lng. :

During the night of 19/20 July a further attack was madé ‘on Buna.
A concentration of enemy troops and M/ convoys south~west of Buna was
also attacked. :

On 20 July an effective attack was made on enemy troop concentrations
at Kurmuk (Sudan frontier).

Enemy Operations
On 19 July the enemy made ineffective attacks on airfields at Assab
and Agordat (west of Asmara). In an enemy attack on Baremtu airfield
(60 km south-west of Agordat, Eritrea) the wireless station, sick quarters
and an aircraft in the taxying area were destroyed. One enemy aircraft
" was shot down.

Only slight damage resulted from an enemy low-level attack on Asmara
airfield on 20 July.

LUFTWAFFE _STTUATION REPORT No. 321 (23 July, 1940)

Operations on 22 July and during the night of 22/23 July, 1940
ATR STRUATION
GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Luftgaue Western France, Belgium/Northern France and Holland
During 22 July and the night of 22/23 July there were several
incursions into the above areas. The enemy aircraft did not penetrate
very far inland. Bombs were dropped at Cherbourg, Trouville, Le Havre

and on the railway bridge at Morlaix. No damage resulted.

Luftgau Norway
At about 0330 hours a Skua dropped five bombs on Flatoe Island
(17 km north of Bergen) in a dive attack. No damage resulted.

The Reich

Between 2320 and 0330 hours there were 22 enemy incursions as far
as the line Copenhagen - Falster Island - Hagenow - Celle = Hannover.
Bombs were dropped at several places; gas mains at Harburg-Elbdeich were
damaged. There were no casualties.

AA defences were active at a number of places, par{;icularly on the'
North Sea coast and at Hamburg, where enemy aircraft were forced to turn
back without dropping their bombs.

Between 2315 and 0300 hours there were 24 enemy incursions into
western and central Germany as far as the line Hannover - Hildesheim -
Gotha - Zellamehlis -~ Marburg -~ Cologne. Bombs were dropped at eight
places, but no damage of any importance resulted. Two persons were
injured. :

Night fighters did not make contact owing to weather conditions.

AA was active throughout the area. 4in enemy aircraft (type not
known) was brought down at Bad Lippspringe.
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. There were a further 25 incursions between 2355 and 0300 hours.
About fifteen of the aircraft flew as far as the Moselle, most of them
operating over Muenster and the industrial area (Hamm). Bombs were
dropped on a dmnmy :msta.lla.tlon at B:u.elefeld. :

No enemy a.:n.rcraft were encountered by night f‘:.ghters.

Altogether 25 British aircraft (of eight sguadrons) were definitely
:Ldent:.f:.ed.

GREAT BRITAIN

Morning Reconnaissance (Visual)
Shipping Movements:

About 27 km NW
of Margate:

© 2 destroyers on WNW cou:c"se..“.

Off Margate, -2 destroyers at anchor.
0210 hours: '

Off Tay Estuary, 2 patrol boats.

0340 hours:

About 50 km S 2 large ships and

of Dungeness, 2 small ships on different courses.
0600 hours. :

off Dover Harbour, 2 small ships (stationary).

0600 hours:

About 20 km ESE
of Eastbourne,
0600 hours:

2 small ships, course not ascertaine&

50 km-NE of.
Cromer,
0650 hours:

L merchant ships on NE cqu:ééé. ‘

35 km SE of _ Convoy comprising
Lowestoft, 30 ships on SW course.
0655 hours:

35 km ENE of 5 merchant ships on SW course.

Lowestofb, ‘

0800 hours: '

35 km ENE of 1 ship (apparently a lightship) at anchor. |
Gt. Yarmouth

0800 hours:

DB 25796/

30=50 km E of 2 patrol boats and , )
Aberdeen, 1 merchant ship of 2-3,000 tons.
0900 hours: ‘

N of Greenock

(Firth of Clyde),

0915 hours: .

35 km N of
Margate,
0930 hours:

About 24.0 ships.

1 MTB on S course.
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35 km NN® of
Margate,
0930 hours:

Forth Bridge,
0930 hours:

W of Forth Bridge,
0930 hours:

E of Kirkecaldy,
0940 hours:

About 40 km E of
Gt. Yarmouth,
1150 hours:
Airfields:

Grangemouth,
0930 hours:

Turnhouse,
0935 hours:

Gullane,
0945 hours:

Shipping in Ports:

F. of Forth,
0550 hours:
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3 mine-sweepers on E course.
About 8 ships of 4~8,000 tons.
1 ship of 15,000 tons on W course.

28 merchant ships of 6-8,000 tons (stationary).
8 medium merchant ships approaching this
group from the east.

2 medium warships moving at full speed
on SW course.

No aircraft.
13 Spitfires.

No aircraft.

50 - 60 merchant ships of 1,500-3,000 tons.

Afternoon and Evening Reconnaissance

Airfields:

Pembroke
(seaplane base),
1817 hours:

Pembroke (Carew),
1818 hours:

Manobier,
1818 hours:

Celdy Island,
1819 hours:

Kidwelly,
1823 hours:

Pyle,
1829 hours:

Llanwy-Major,
1830 hours:

St. Athan,
1830 hours:

Weston~Zoyland,
1838 hours:

IB 25796/1

1 5 aircrafte.

19 aircraft.
No aircraft observed.
Airfield (?). No aircraft observed.
No aircraft observed.

42 aircraft.

27 aircraft.

14 aircraft.

6 aircraft (apparently multiple-engined).
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About 4O km SE
of Harwich,
1844 hours:

Chickerell,
1845 hours:

25 km E of
Margate, .
1850 hours:

About 40 km E
of Dover,
1858 hours:

Shipping in Ports:

Portland
Harbour,
1845 hours:

Shipping Movements:

About 50 km NE
of Margate,
1206 hours:

20 km SE of
Ramsgate,
1305 hours:

55 km W of
Calais,
1420 hours:

40 km SSE of

Plymouth,
1520 hours:

W of St. Just,
1520 hours:

Thames Estuary,
15 km NW of
Margate,

1803 hours:

50 m E of
Gt. Yarmouth,
1825 hours:

About 4O km SE
of Orfordness,
1840 hours:

40 km SSE of
HarWiCh’
1845 hours:
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3 aircraft, type not identified.

No aircraft observed.

5 Spitfires.

3 fighters, type not identified.

1 freighter and

6 light warships.

1 freighter and

2 Channel steamers outside the harbour.

30 small ships, apparently escorted by
2 warships, moving at low speed on SSW
course.
5 large merchant ships and
5 destroyers moving at full speed
on WNW course. ' '

1 merchant ship on NE course.
2 ships in line ahead on W course.

2 ships in line ahead on W course.

Convoy comprising .
16 ships moving on W course.

2 medium warships moving at full speed
on W course.

A few patrol boats at anchor.

3 rﬁerchant ships moving at medium speed on
SSW course.

Photogaphic Recomnaissance:

0630 hours:

DB 25796/

An aircraft approaching Scotland from the
west carried out mosaic photography along

the course Stirling - Donibristle -
Kirkcaldy =~ Gullane.

RESTRICTED .




RESTRICTED

Results of Photographic Reconnaissance:

1230 hours:
Helston:

Manorbier
Airfield:

SSE of Fishguard:

Holyhead
seaplane base:

Worcester
airfield:

Gloucester-
Cheltenham
airfield:

Minchinhampton
airf'i‘eld:

20 km E of
Bristol:

Airfield near
Yeovil:

Portland Harbour
seaplane base:

Christchurch
airfield:

Bembridge
airfield:

Sandown airfields
Ryde airfield:

Shanklin
airfields;

Shanklin~Languard

. airfield: '

DB 25796/1

Airfield apparently under construction.

5 aircraft.

Ammunition depot probably.

No aircraft observed.
6 aircraft,.

16 aircraft.

64 aircraft.
Airfield under construct ion.
No aircraft observed.
No aircraft observed.
5 aircraft (field partly obscured by clbuds);
Taxying area ploughed up.
Taxying area apparently rendered

unserviceable.

Taxying area apparently rendered
unserviceable.

No aircraft observed.

No aircraft observed.

On 22 July and during the night of 22/23 July bombers and dive-
bombers — mostly escorted by fighters - attacked the following targets:

Day
Shippings:

E of Bridlington:

SW of Portland:.

2 merchant ships of 6 = 800 tons.
Ships developed list; no other
effect observed.

1 merchant ship of 1,000 tons.
Bombs fell -close to target.
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" Harbour Installations:

Aberdeen:

" Leith:

Night
Airfieldss

Leuchars and
Montrose:

St. Athan:

Portsmouths

-4 -

250 kg bombs,
13 50 kg bombs and
4 incendiary canisters were dropped.

1 1,000 kg bomb,
3 250 kg bombs and
4 incendiary canisters were dropped.

Fire observed.

L 250 kg bombs and

3 500 kg bombs were dropped on hangars
and airfield installations. Effect was
not observed owing to bad weather.

8 250 kg bombs were dropped.
Two bombs fell in the target area.

20 50 kg bombs were dropped fram 3,000
metres. Effect not observed.

Harbour and Shipyard Installations:

Milford Haven:

Burntisland
(N of Leith):

W of Edinburgh:

Pembroke
shipyard:

Sheerness,
Royal Dockyards:

Chatham,
Royal Dockyards

Shipping:

35 km SE of
Lowestofts

20 km W of
Portland:

L. 250 kg bombs ewere dropped.
Effect could not be observed owing to
thick mist.

3 250 kg bombs,
12 50 kg bombs and
incendiary canisters were dropped.
Blue and red sheets of flame reached
200 metres. An intense fire and
explosions were observed.

8 250 kg bombs,

24 50 kg bombs and

L incendiary canisters were dropped.
Sheets of flame and thick clouds of
smoke were observed.

8 250 kg bombs were dropped.
Several bombs fell in the target area.
Three explosions were observed.

20 50 kg bombs were dropped.
Hits were scored in the southern part
of the target area. Fire observed.

20 50 kg bombs were drcpped.
Effect not observed owing to thick mist.

8 50 kg bombs were dropped on a
convoy comprising

30 merchant ships. The bombs fell close
to the target.

1 coastal vessel; the bombs fell close
to the ship.
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Searchlight Positions:

Between Harwich
and London:

N barnk of
Humber Estuary:

Dundee:

Qther Targets:

Pembroke,
fuel storage
installations

Pembrey,
ammunition dumps
Defence
Kinross:
Leith:
Orkneys, g
Moray Firth,
F. of Forth. )
Shetlands:
Harroga;l:ei
Catrfoss:
Margate:
Dover:

35 km SE of
Lowestoft:

Nottingham area;
SE of Cardiff:

Dundee:

20 50 kg bombs were dropped. .
Effect not observed.

1 250 kg and
4 50 kg bombs were dropped.
“The bombs fell between searchlights
and firing AA guns. Eff‘ect not
observed.

Bombs (50 kg) were drappea. Effect not
observed owing to clouds. .

8 .250 kg bambs were droppeds Some of the

- bombs apparently fell in the target area.
Owing to intense enemy searchlight

activity s only thick smoke was odbserved.

L 250 kg bombs were dropped.
Effect not observed.

Pighter defence.
3 night fighters.
3 fighters on patrol at 7,000 metres
at each place.
Fighﬁr defence.
Night fighters.
3 night fighters.
‘ 3 f'ighters.
3 fighters.

Fighter defence over convoy which
was attacked.

L - 6 night fighters.
Night fighters.

‘2 Pighters (with searchlights)
encounbered twice.

AA Artillery, Searchlights and Barrage Balloons:

Firth of Forth:

Plymouths
Falmouths:
Portland:
Pembroke: -

L:.ght and heavy AA.
Light and heavy AA (a.lso f‘rom sh:.ps)
Light AA,(about 5 km S of Dunbar).
. Well-placed light AA.
Ligh'b AA, heavy AA and searchlights.
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Dundee: Badly placed light AA.

Leiths Slight AA fire.

Liverpool- Heavy AA.

Portland: :

Milfordhaven: Ships' AA.

Catfoss airfield: Heavy AA.

Margates Ships' AA.

Sheerness: Heavy AA.

Felizstowe Moderately accurate heavy AA.
airfield,

Chatham and

Harwich-London:

Granthams Badly placed AA.

Humber Estuary: Heavy AA.

Dover and . 15 searchlights each.

Dungeness:

S and N of -About 30 particularly powerful

Humber Estuary:

Edinburgh,

on both sides of
F. of Forth,
Plymouth:

Falmouth,
Margate,
Naze Flat,
Clacton:

Portland, )
Bristol,
Newport )
Cardiff,
Swansea.,
Plymouth: )

searchlights.

Intense searchlight activity.

Single powerful searchlights.

Well-directed searchlights.

Peterhead: Single searchlights.
S edgé of .
Plymcuths Barrage balloons.

Forth Bridge:

Barrage balloons at 1,200 metres.

During the night of 22/23 July a special operation was carried out

according to plan by 9th Fliegerdivision.

NORTH SFA AND BATTIC APPROACHES

Escort operations and submarine searches were uneventful.

Total Aircraft Losses on 22 July, 1940

German: ' 1 Do 17
~ A Me 110
2 aircraft
Enemy: .
By AA: 1 aircraft, type not known, at Bad

Lippspringe.
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Supplement to Luftwaffe Situation Report No. 319 of 21 July, 1940

The following were attacked:

southern part of Cardiff harbour,

blast furnace at Cardiff,

Falmouth harbour,

Swansea harbour and Plymouth docks,

western part of Swansea harbour and south. dock,
Cardiff harbour installations,

Plymouth harbour.

Bombs were well placed. There were violent explosions in the
western part of Plymouth and in the Great Western dock. Hits were
scored on the quay at Falmouth. Explosions were observed in the
harbours of Cardiff and Swansea.

Bombs Dropped:

Plymouth: 12 250 kg bombs.

Falmouths 4 é50 kg bombs.

Cardiff: 12- 250 kg bombs.

Swansea: 12 250 kg bombs.

Defence

between Bristol Night fighters.

and Bath:

Plymouth, Intense AA fire of all calibres.
Falmouth and

20 km E of

Exeter:

Plymouth, ; ' Intense searchlight activity.
Falmouth,

Swanseas

Cardiff and Balloon barrage at 1,200 metres.
Plymouths

Swanseas Balloon barrage at 1,400 metres.

SITUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE

o reports on operations of importance have been received.

LUFIWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO. 322 (2 July, 1940) -

erations on J and during the Night of 23/24 J 1940

ATR SITUATION

GERMAN TFRRITCRY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

. I;uftgau Western France '
Between 0735 and 1130 hours there were six enemy incursions over the

coastal sector Le Havre - Cherbourg as far as the Lisieux area. At about
1600 hours there was an enemy incursion over the coastal sector St. Malo -
Brest as far as Quimper. Bombs were dropped 20 km north-west of Quimper,
but without effect. .
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- Between 2115 and 0400 hours there were at least 12 enemy incursions
over the coastal sector Dieppe - Brest. The enemy aircraft did not pene~
trate very far inland and no bombs were dropped.

Luftgau Belgium/Northern France
Between 0400 and 1630 hours there were 8 enemy incursions. Bombs
were dropped at Calais, Senarpont and Dieppe, but no damage resulted.

AA defence had no apparent effect.

Between 0030 and 0300 hours there weré five enemy incursions. The
enemy aircraft did not penetrate very far inland. No bombs were dropped.

Luftgau Holland
Between 1300 and 1330 hours an enemy aircraft was operational over the
coastal area. No bombs were dropped. N

AA defence had no apparent effect.

Between 2100 and 0420 hours incursions were made by 34 enemy aircraft,
32 of which passed on into the Reich. Bombs were dropped at seven places.
At Bergen aan Zee airfield a hangar and five aircraft were destroyed. Only
unimportant damage resulted elsewhere.

AA defence on the North Sea coast had no apparent effect.

The Reich

Between 2100 and 0330 hours there were 32 enemy incursiohs over the
Dutch frontier as far as the line Uelzen - Lehrte - Northeim - Gera -
Wetzlar. Bombs were dropped at eleven places. At the Fieseler works
in Kassel a machine-tool shed was damaged, but apart from this no damage
of any importance resulted. '

A4 defence - particularly in the Ruhr - forced enemy aircraft to drop
their bombs without aiming.

Between 2300 and 0300 hours incursions were made by 32 .enemy air-
craft approaching from the North Sea as far as the line Buetzow - Schwerin
- Uelzen, with the main effort in the Hamburg area. Bombs were dropped at
seven places, but in general only slight damage resulted. At Harpstedt
railway station several trucks of an ammunition train exploded, severely
damaging the station building.

AA was active on the coast and at Hamburg. Enemy aircraft were
forced to drop their bombs without taking aim.

Altogether 17 British aircraft (of nine squadrons) were definitely
identified.

GREAT BRITAIN

Recomnaissance (Visual)

Airfields:

Teignmouth: No aircraft observed.

Nevrton-d&bﬁott: No aircraft observed.

Shipping in Ports:

Dover 2 merchant ships each of about 8,000 tons.
0645 hours: 6 small merchant ships.

Shipping Movements:

20 km NE of . Convoy comprising

Humber Estuary, 10 ships on S course.

0240=-0400 hours:
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12 km S of
Clacton on Sea
0245 hours:

Margate,
0245 hours:

26 km SE of
Harwich,
0510 hours:

Straits of Dover,
0645 hours:

About 70 km ESE
of Lowestoft,
0717 hours:

E of Deal,
1220 hours:

20 km S of
Harwich,
1430 hours:
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6 - 8 steamships at anchor.

v

2 destroyers on the roadstead.

5 destroyers on S course.

No shipping movements.

3 tankers on SSW course.

8 coastguard ships and mine-sweepers.
Course not observed.

Convoy compirising
8 ships each of about 600 tons on SW course.

On 23 July and during the night of 23/2!;. July bombers and tw:n.n-engined

Dey
Pulham;

Between Chichester
and Worthing:

Farnborough
(N of Aldershot):

E of Deal:

Off Thames
Estuary:

Night
Wick Ajirfield:

Factory N of
Burntislands

25 km B of
Montrose:

About 100 km
W of Texel:

fighters attacked the following targets:

20 50 kg bombs were dropped on a RAF
‘supply installation. Three hits scored
on a large hangar resulted in smake
and fires.

Railway and road; several hits observed.
Railway Jjunction; effect not observed.

Mine-sweepers; one ship had hcavy list
after the attack. )
Lightship; one hit on stern with 250 kg
bomb.

2 patrol boats each of 400 tons sunk.

L 250 kg bombs were dropped.
t not observed.

Effect could not be observed owing to
strong fighter defence.

Convoy; report not yet receiveds

Longe=range night fighters shot down .
two enemy aircraft (type not known).
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During the night of 23/24 July special operations off Aberdeen, the
Firth of Forth, Berwick, Hartlepool and Middlesbrough were carried out
according to plan by 9th Fliegerdivision..

Defence

Fighters:
Day

Ipswich areas: Fighters out in strength (about 80 ~ 90
aireraft).

Night

110 Xm E of 3 night fighters.
Withernsea:

Harwich: 1 night fighter. -
Brixham: 1 night fighter.
Plymouths 1 night fighter.

25=-30 km E 2 night fighters.
of Milfords

Ap Artilleryd

N and S banks of Badly placed heavy AA.
Humber Estuary and

at N Killingholme,

0145 hours: '

Falmouth, ‘ Light and heavy AA.
0130 hours:

Wash and N of Badly placed light and heavy AA.

Nottingham,
0200 hours:

20 km NE of Heavy AA from ships.
Humber Estuary,
0400 hours:

Harwich and AA defence.
Orfordness,
0500 hours:

Farnborough, Strong AA defence.
railway station,
1100 hours: )

Area W of Brighton Heavy AA.
‘to Tangmere, '
1100 hours:

Searchlights:

Edinburgh, Intense searchlight activity.
on both sides of

Firth of Forth,

Plymouth (harbour,

town and break-

waters) P

0100 hours:
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- Falmouth,
Margate,
Clacton,
0100 hours:

E shore of
Buchan Ness to
Humber Estuary,
0100 hours:

Portland,
Bristol,
Newporb 9
Cardiff,
Swansea and
between Bristol
and Portland,
0100 hours:

On N and S banks
of Humber Estuary,
0145 hours:

From Humber Est.
to 12 km W of Hull
0200 hours: ‘

Coast -of Wash,
. 0200 hours:

-from the Wash
to Leicester,
0200 hours:

Gainsborough,
0200 hours:

Nottingham,
0200 hours:

E of Ipswich,
0300 hours:
Aldeburgh,

0330 hours:
Between Harwich .

and Cromer,
0330 hours:

Barrage Balloons:

Plymouth,
0100 hours:

Portland,
0100 hours:

RESTRICTED‘_
..55'.‘.

. .Single powerful searchlights.

Single sea.rchlights at intervals of
5= 20 km. .

A large number of powerful searchlights.

30 very powerful searchlights.
90 - 100 .very powerful searchlights.

32 searchlights.

10 searchlights.

15 searchlights.
3 searchlights.
3 = 4 badly directed searchlights.

~ About six low-powered and badly directed
searchlights along the coast.

Single searchlights aloﬁg the coast.

Barrage balloons (number not known)

. at 1,500 - 1,800 metres on 3 edge of
Plymouth along W side of breakwater
and probably on ships as well.

15 barrage balloons at 1,000 - 1,200 metres.
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NORTH SEA AND BALTIC APPROACHES

. An enemy submarine about 200 km ESE of Aberdeen sank after being hit
directly behind the conning tower by a 50 kg bomb.

Escort operations, evening reconnaissance over the central North Sea
and morning reconnaissance over the Skagerrak were uncventful.

Total Aircraft Losses on 23 July, 1940 -

German: 2 Do 17's (overdue)
Enemy: -~ 4 Blenheim (at Ostende)
2 aircraft (type not known) 200 km W of
‘Texel.
5 aircraft
SUPFLEMENTARY AND MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS
Results of Photographic Reconmnaissance carried out
on the Morning of 22 July
Airfields:
Gullane: 37 single-engined aircraft (probably
, Hurricanes, Spitfires and Defiants).
Donibristle: 13 single-engined aircraft (apparently
4 Swordfish, 4 Hurricanes or Spitfires,
and 5 Skuvas. Also one aircraft with
39 metre wing-span - probably a dummy).
Grangemouths 12 - 18 single-engined aircraft (practically

identical with photograph of 8 July 1940).

Barrage Balloons:

Firth of Forth 35 barrage balloons.
bridge area:

The following targets were also attacked during the night of
22/23 July:

Pembroke: 8 250 kg bombs were dropped on harbour
installations. Three explosions were
observed. '

N of Salisbuxys : 10 250 kg bombs were dropped on searchlight
‘ positions. Effect not observed.

Bishopton: 3 250 kg bombs,
12 50 kg bombs and ,

L incendiary canisters were dropped on
an ammunition factory. Explosions and
fires could still be seen ten minutes
after the attack. o

Dexrby: ' : 20 50 kg bombs and
- 30 incendiary bombs were dropped on the
Rolls Royce aero-engine factory.
- Several red and yellow fires were:
observed.

Crewe: 2 250 kg bombs and
12 50 kg bombs were dropped on
the Rolls Royce aero-engine factory.
Effect not observed.
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Ipswich: : " 20 50 kg bombs and incendiarics were
dropped on the Bleriot airscrew works.
Effect not observed.

Burntisland: 3 250 kg bombs and
L incendiary canisters were dropped on
the aluminium works. Fire observed.
(The report of the attack on Burntisland
= N of Leith -~ in Luftwaffe Situation
Report No. 321 should be deleted).

According to a Reuter report, volunteers for the defence of"
Great Britain will be known as the "Home Guard" as fram 23 July in
accordance with a royal decrce. Volunteers without uniform may be
recognised by an arm~band bearing the letters "H.

STTUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE

AIR SITUATION

Recorma:.ssance :

Reconnaissance over the Mediterranean, the Bir el Gobi and Amseat -
Sidi Azeis (Libya) areas on 22 July and over eastern Kenya on 20 July was
uneventful.

Italian Operations

Mediterranean

A% 1540 hours on 22 July three S.79's took off to attack two enemy .
" cruisers reported west of Crete. The aircraft returned four hours later
without having located the objectives.

Libya,

On 22 July repeated bombing attacks were made on hut s:n.tes and the
airfield beside the salt lake at Mersa Matruh, on M/T convoys on the
Mersa Matruh - Sidi Barrani coastal road and on troop concentratlons in
the Sidi Barrani area.

A low-level attack with machine—guns and anti-personnel bombs on V
¥/T convoys and tent encampments at Dazane (south of Sollum) was
particularly ef‘f‘ective. .

Eagt Africa . ’
WaJjir was attacked during the night of 19/20 July. One Italian
aircraft did not return to base. '

GROUND SITUATION

Libya

On 19and 20 July enemy artillery put down harassing fire on Italian
supply communications in the Amseat sector.

East Africa

On 19 July an enemy attack on an Italian fort west of G:ngn.ca
(Ethiopia-Somaliland frontier, 70 km east of Harrar) was driven off
with heavy losses.

SITUATION AT SEA

According to a supplementary .report on the naval action off Crete on
19 July the Italian cruiser "Giovanni delle Bande Nere" maintained contact
with the enemy for an hour after the "Bartolomeo Colleoni" sank and, firing
well-placed salvoes, set course for Benghazi where eight dead and sixteen
wounded were disembarked. The "Giovanni delle Bande Nere" sustained no’
damage of any consequence. According to a report by the British Admiralty
270 members of the crew of the "Bartolomeo Colleoni' were rescued.
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LUFLWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO. 323 (25 July, 1940)

" Operations on 2k July and during the night of 24/25 July, 1940

ATR SITUATION

GERMAN TERRTTORY (the Reich and Ocoupied Areas)

Luftgau Western France

About 1730 hours. on enemy aircraft approached Le Havre and flew along
the coast in a westerly direction as far as Bayeux. No bombs were
dropped.

In the afternoon another aircraft made a slight penetration west of
Abbeville and dropped bombs ineffectively at Cayeux S.M.

The Reich

Between 2345 and 0345 hours there were 25 enemy incursions from
the North Sea as far as the line Roem Island - Fehmarn - Schwerin -
Hamburg - Bremen - Papenburg. Bombs were dropped at Wismar and
Wenzendorf (south-west of Hamburg), but no damage resulted. AA barrages
forced enemy aircraft to drop bombs without taking aim.

Altogether 18 Br:Ltn.sh aircraft (of six sm.ladrons) were definitely
identified. .

GREAT BRITAIN

Reconnaissance ’
Reconnaissance was extensively impeded by weather cond:u.tn.ons and no
results of particular importance were obtained.

Details of Reconnaissance

Morning Reconnaissance

Shipping Movements:

0ff Hartlepool, 6 medium merchant ships on the roadstead.
0200 hours:
15km E of Convoy comprising
Hartlepool, 30 merchant ships.
0200 hourss. ' :
2-3 km SE of Convoy (stationary) comprising
- Dungeness, 4 medium ships,
0515 hours: 8 fishing boats,

2 destroyers,
4 small mine-layers and
2 very small warships.

About 10 km S Convoy compms:mg
of Hastings, 17 ships each of about 3,000 tons
© 0645 hours: on NE course.

Afternoon and Evening Reconnassiance

Shipping in Ports:

Dover, 15 ships, including two each of

1315 hours: 5,000 tons.

Dover, 17 ships, including seven moored to buoys
1430 hours: and one with list at harbour entrance.
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Shipping Movements:

SE of Dover,
1220 hours:

E of Eastbourne,
1230 hours:

Off Dover )
1254 hours:

10 km ESE of
Dungeness,
1301 hours:

NNW of Margate,
1330 hours:

15 km ENE of
Orfordness,
1550 hours:

SE of Orfordness,
1550 hours:

About 20 km SE
of Harwich,
1804 hours:

Dungeness,
1810 hours:
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Convoy comprising
6 ships.

6 small ships.

10 small warships, probably patrol
boats (stationary).

3 patrol boats (stationary)e.

Convoy comprising
10 ships totalling about 3, 500 tons and
2 destroyers.

3 merchant ships each of 3-4,000 tons
on N course.

3 mine-sweepers and
3 guard ships on E course.

3 freighters (2,000 tons)
on SW course.

2 coastguard boats.

During 24 July bombers and twin-engined fighters - some of them
escorted by single-engined fighters - attacked the following targets:

Shipping:

SW of Ramsgate,
0930 hours:

SE of Dover,
1220 hours:

1 merchant ship of about 4,000 tons in
a convoy: fire broke out after a hit
was scored.

Gonvoy comprn.sing six ships; the
following were sunk:

1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons,

1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons,

1 merchant ship of 2,500 tons.

[ 3
The following ships were severely
damaged and are considered as sunk:

1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons; three
hits with 500 kg bombs and three hits
with 250 kg bombs. The ship settled
down by the stern. '

1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons; one hit
with a 500 kg bomb and another with a
250 kg bomb. The ship caught fire and
began to list.
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NNW of Margate,
1330 hours:

E of Eastbourne,
about 1330 hours:

S of i,undy Is,
1640 hours:

20 km SE of
Harwich,
1804 hours:

S of Folkstone,
1820 hours:

Other Targets:

Glasgow,
0630 hours:

Weybridge,
1620 hours:

G'to Yarmouth ’
1845 hours:

Debenham,
(N of Ipswich)
1850 hours:
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Convoy compriging
10 merchant ships and
2 destroyers. .
The bombs fell close to two merchan
ships. Effect not observed.

6 small ships. Effect not observed. .

1 merchant ship of about 4,000 tons.
Effect not observed.

1 merchant ship of about 2,000 tons hit
with one 500 kg bomb. Ship sunk.

1 merchant ship of ab6u£ 5,000 tans
hit with one 250 kg bomb.

L4 250 kg bombs,
8 50 kg bombs and
1 incendiary canister were dropped on
the Rolls Royce aero—engined works at
Hillington. Hits were scored in the
target area. Effect not observed.

20 50 kg bombs were dropped on the Vickers-~
Wellington airframe works. Hits were
scored in the target area. Three aircraft
were damaged and an explosion was observed.

12 50 kg bombs were dropped on factory
installations. Two hits were observed
in the target area.

17 50 kg bombs were dropped on the
railway line. Three or four hits
on the track were observed.

In the attacks on the comvoys at 0930 and 41220 hours air battles

Defence

Pighters:

10 km S of
Hastings,
0645 hours:

Off Humber Est,
‘0845 hours:

10 km S of
Ramsgate,
0930 hours:

Between Deal
and Ramsgate,
0940 hours:

NW of Margate,
1330 hours:

developed in the course of which four Spitfires were definitely shot
down and a fifth probably destroyed.

12 fighters over the cornvoy.

5 Spitfires.

8 fighters over convoy.
20 ‘Spi‘cfires OVer convoy.

10 Spitfires over convoy.
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Over Weybridge

(Brooklands air-

craft works) s
1615 hours:

25 km NW of
Dunkirk,
41820 hours:

Gt. Yarmouth,
1910 hours:

AA Artillery:

Middlesbrough
and Hartlepool,
0210 hours:

Dover,
1220 hours:

NNW of Margate,
1330 hours:

20 km SE of

Harwich,
1815 hours:

Liverpool and .

Birmingham,
0250 hours:

Searchlights:

Firth of Forth,
0145 hours:

Hart le'p ool ’
0215 hours:

Barrage Balloons:

Off South Gare
(10 km NE of

Middlesbrough),

0145 hours:
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3 Hurricanes.

7 S’pitfires.

1 Spitfire.

AA and machine-gun fire from land and
Ships.
Heavy AA and intense machine-gun fire.

Badly placed light AA from convoy.

Medium AA from ships.

Well placed heavy AA.

. Searchlights along the firth.

6 searchlights. -

L4 - 5 barrage balloons on barges at
500 me'bres.

NORTH SEA AND BALTIC APPROACHES

Escort operations and recomnaissance were uneventful.

Total Aircraft Losses on 24 July, 1940

~ DB 25796/1

Germans

1 Fw 200 (missing)
6 Me 109's
1 Me 110
3 Ju 88!'s (missing)
1 Do 18 (missing = late report from 23 July)

12 aircraft
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In Air Cambat: L. Spitfires
- 1 Sp:l.'bf:.re probably destroyed
On Ground: 5 eircraft, type not known

8 aircraft

Special Observations and Experiences

Great Britain

A formation of twelve Defiants which was shot down on 19 July attempted
to concentrate its rear defensive armament by flying in close formation,
Attacks from the high rear were therefore not possible, but were very
successful from the low rear.

SITUATION TS SQUTHERN THEATRE

AIR SITUATION

Reconnaissance

21 July:
Reconnaissance was carried out over the Sudan frontier area from
Kassala to Un Idla (frontier, 12° north)., Anti~personnel bombs were
. dropped in an attack on a detachment of natives south of Un Idla, -

23 July:
Photographic reconnaissance was carried out over the area Giarabub -
Bir el Gobi - Amseat (Egyptian frontier).

2y July:
Reconnaissance carried out over the Malta naval base at 0900 hours
showed no changes, AA fire was intense, but there was no fighter defence.

Italian Operations

Mediterranean

2l July:

&% 1000 hours Italian fighters (Mc 200's) cngaged a Sunderland flying-
boat over the southmeastern tip of Sicily. The pursuit had to be
discontinued as the fighters were exceeding their range., The enemy aircraft
procecded on a northe~westerly course.

Aircraft based on Rhodes attacked Alexondria harbour and oil storage
tanks at Haifa, The attacks were effective; fires were observed in the
Shell storage area and refineries at Haifa, :

Libya
Fighters on patrol over the northern sector of the front line
engrged 18 British aircraft, Two Gloucesters were shot down.

Enemy Operations

Bagt Africa

21 July:

Five waves of aircraft attacked the airfield and town of Diredaua.
A hangsr and a factory were damaged; there were no casualties. 4n
attack on Om Ager airfield (about 240 m west of Adua) was ineffective,
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LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPCRT NO.32h (26 J 1940
Operations on 25 July and during the night of 25/26 July, 1940

AIR SITUATION

GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Tuftegau Western France

About 1900 hours an enemy aircraft dropped five bombs at Oherbourg
airfield, Communications were disrupted for a short time. The aircraft
was shot down by fighters.

Between 2224 and 0529 hours there were seven enemy incursions between
Cherbourg and Isigny. Bombs were dropped northe-east of Cherbourg and east
of Quettechou, }

AA was active, particularly at the two above-mentioned places, but
without apparent effect.

Luftgau Belgium/Northern France

Between 1600 and 23500 hours incursions were made by six enemy aircraft,
penetrating to a point southeeast of Brussels, Bombs were dropped at three
places, but no damage resulted,

Iunftgau Holland

During the night several enemy aircraft returning from the Reich passed
over Luftgau Holland, Bombs were dropped at Den Helder, Amsterdam,
Harderwijk and De Kooi. Two enemy aircraft were brought down by AA,

The Reich

Between 2300 and O4OO hours incursions by 30 enemy aircraft were
identified from the North Sea and over the Dutch frontier as far as the line
west of Stade = West of Uelzen = west of Braunschwelig = Halberstadt =
Erfurt = Wildungen = Krefeld., A large number of bombs were dropped in and
north of the Ruhr, but no damage of any importance resulted.

AA defence was intcnse, particularly on the coast and in the Ruhr, and
two enemy aircraft were brought down, Another enemy aircraft was shot down
by night fighters, One German night fighter was lost in this encounter.

AMltogether 4. Br:.t:.sh aircraft (of‘ 16 squadrons) were definitely
identified,

GREAT BRITAIN

Reconnailssance
imong other things, recomnaissance observed convoy movements in the
Channel, whereupon bamber formations were sent out to attack.

1

Details of Reconnalssance

Arfields:

Greenock . ibout 20 seaplanes.
. Seaplane base,
1720 hours:

Abbotsinch, One aircraft taking off,
1725 hours:

Aberdeen, No aircraft observed.,
1750 hours:
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Shipping in Ports:
Dover, 5 merchant ships, four of about 2,000 tons
0727 hours: ‘ and one of about 6,000 tons,
Portland, 17 ships each of about 5,000 tons in port
1155 hours: and outer harbour,
Dover, N Shipping as at 0727 hours., Probably
1300 hours: grounded barrage balloon in NW corner
of harbour,
Falmouth, 12 medium merchant ships.
1430 hours: :
Dover, 3 medium merchant ships,
2045 hours:

Shipping Movements:

30 km off Convoy comprising
Humber Est, 20 ships and
0730 hours: 7 warships making for Humber estuary,
30 km SSW of 8 medium merchant ships (stationary),
Plymouth, :
1430 hours:
Falmouth, : 1 merchant ship arriving,
1430 hours:
Land's End, : 1 warship moving at full speed
1430 hours: on course for Lizard Poink.
0ff Dover, , . Convay campr:.s:l.np
1533 hours: 21 ships moving at full speed
B - on SW course,
L. o.Wight, , 10 = 15 small ships and
E coast, ' 4 merchant ships each of about
1600 hot:ccs - 10,000 tons at anchor.
10 km SE of Convoy comprising
Folkestone, 19 merchant ships and
1700 hours: 1 guard boat moving slowly on W course,
W of Pt William, 7 stationary ships (2=4,000 tons).
1700 hours: '
Firth of Clyde, 60 = 90 ships including 15 tankers
1720 hours: and 8 shz.ps each of 3=l,000 tons
moving in from the south,
10 km SE of L. destroyers (stationary').
Brighton, .
1720 hours:
NE of the Wash, Convoy comprising
1805 hours: 8 ships and
1 warship on SW course.
12 km NW of 2 destroyers and
Cap Gris Nez, 1 MIB (enemy).

1915 hours:
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Between Dover '3 ships on N course,
and Ramsgate,
2120 hours:

Bombers, dive-bombers and twin-engined fighters - some of them escorted

- by single-engined fighters = attacked the following targets:

DB 25796/1

Shipping:
Off Newcastle, . A 250 kg bomb fell close to the stern
about 0600 hours: of a merchant ship, Further effect not
observed.,
10 50 kg bombs were dropped on three patrol
boats, Effect not observed,
3 km S of 1 merchant ship of about 8,000 tons was
I. o. Wight, - sunk by two hits with 250 kg bombs,
1545 hours: .
5 km SE of 10 500 kg baombs,
Folkestone, 10 © 250 kg bombs and
between 1600 80 50 kg bombs were dropped on a convoy
and 1730 hours: with the following results:

Pirst wave of attack:

‘1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons: direct hits
amidships with one 500 kg and four 50 kg
bombs, The ship broke in two and sank,

1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons: direct hits
on stern with one 250 kg and one 50 kg
bomb, Ship went down in flames.

1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons: direct hits
on stern with three 50 kg bombs. Ship
went dovn in flames,

1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons: direct
hit on stern with one 500 kg bomb, Ship
went down in flames,.

1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons: direct
" hits amidships with one 500 kg and three
50 kg bcmbs, Ship went down in flames,

1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons: direct
hits on bows with five 50 kg bombs.
Ship sank.

1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons: direct
hits with one 500 kg and one 50 kg
bemb, Fires observed.

Second wave of attack:

- 1 merchant ship of .5,000 tons: direct
hit with one 500 kg bomb, Ship went
down in flames,

1 merchant ship of 4=5,000 tons: direct

hit with one 50 kg bamb,. Ship severely
damaged; fire observed.
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Third wave of attack:

1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons: direct hit
with one 250 kg bomb, Ship sank,

1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons: @irect hits
with one 500 kg and one 250 kg bomb,
Ship broke up and sank,

1 merchant ship of 2,000 tons: direct hits
with one 500 kg and one 250 kg bamb.
Ship sank,

Off Dover, - ‘ 2 destroyers,
about 1830:

First wave of attack:

1st destroyer: four near misses,
2nd destrogyer: one hit on deck,
Effect not observed in both cases,

-Second wave of attack:

1st destrogyer: direct hits amidships
with two 250 kg and eight 50 kg bambs.
Ship stopped and began to list.

2nd destroyer: hits on bows with one
500 kg and four 50 kg bombs, Fire
and large clouds of black smoke observed,

Altogether eleven merchant ships with a total tomnage of 47,000 tons
sunk by bombs, Two destroyers and three further merchant ships were

damaged, in some. cases severely,

'

' Other Targets:

South Cerney - -4 250 kg bombs were droppeds A hangar
airfields : - was hit and fire broke out.
Dover Harbour, 42 250 kg bombs and

- about 1300:; 20 incendiary canisters were dropped.

the bombs fell in the direct vicinity
of shipping in the NW part of the

harbour.
Dover, ) L " An attack was made on a wireless station

about 1300: near Dover, Three direct hits with
4 ‘ 250 kg bambs were scored on buildings
. between the three masts,. The buildings
caught fire, A mast was hit by a 250 kg

beomb,
Night of 25/26 July:
Norwich, : 20 50 kg bcgmbs were dropped on searchlight
0030 hours: : - positions, Effect not observed,

Between 1600 and 1930 hours there were several air battles over the

Channel, in the course of which fourteen Spitfires, one Hurricane and one
Breguet 690 were shot down.

Special oPerat:Lons were carricd out accord.ing to plan k'by 9th Flieger—

division at Moray Firth, Aberdoen, Dundee, Firth of Forth, Harwich, Southend
and Bristol,
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Defence ‘ ' .
The convoy which was attacked in the Channel was strongly escorted by

fighters, ‘

Details of Defence on 25 July
Fighters:

Off Humber Est, 3 Spitfires.
0730 hours:

E of N Foreland, 15 Spitfires over convoy.
0930 =
1010 hours:

Channel, 3 Hurricanes,
1330 hours:

15 km SE of 3 Spitfires over convoy,
Folkestone, -
1600 hours:

Dover, 12 Hurricanes,
1914 hours:

AA Artillery:

Dover Harbour, . Intense AA defence,
1305 hours:

5 km SE of ‘ AA from merchant ships and small
Folkestone, escorting AA ships in convoy.
1600 hours: :

Searchlights:

Norwich area Intense searchlight activity.
and coast at

Gt, Yarmouth,

0015 hours:

Bristol Channel, 4 searchlights.,
2200 howrs: '

Swansea., 5 searchlights.
2200 hours:

Pembroke, Slight searchlight activity.
2200 hours:

Portland, Searchlights,
Bridgewater,

Weston, Cardiff and

Port Talbot,

2200 hours:

Barrage Balloons:

Dover, Probably g,r'ounded balloons in NW part
1305 hours: ' of the harbour.

20 km NW of Barrage balloons observed at

Bridgewater, 19500 = 2,000 metres,
2200 hours:
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NORTH SEA-AND BALTIC APPROACHES

Reconnaissance over the North Sea, escort operations and evening
reconnaissance over the Skagerrak were uneventful,

Total Aircraft Losses on 25 July, 1940

Germans , 7 Mc 109%s.
: 1 Ju 88
3 Ju 87ts
1 Do 17
4 kic 110

13 edrcraft

Eneny:

In Air Cambat: 14 Spitfires over the Channel
. " 1 Hurricane over the Channel
1 Breguet 690 over the Channel
1 aircraft, type not known, over Luftgau
VI
2 Blenheims

By AA: ' 1 Blenheim
3 aircraft; type not knovm

23 aircraf

Special Experiences and observations

On 16 July three enemy aircraft of a new and apparently high~speed type,
claimed to be Curtiss aircraft with an ine-line engine, appeared for the first
time in air battles over the Channel, It is possible that a few Curtiss
P-40 aircraft (with Allison engine) ordered by the French were delivered in
England or that these are aircraft which escaped to England from France,
dircraft of this type are not expected to appear in appreciable mmbers for
the time beirg,

MISCELLANEOUS

Leaflets :

During the morning of 25 July enemy leaflets (No. 410) were dropped over
central Germany and the south-western outskirts of Berlin by means of
balloons, Leaflets were found at nine places; six balloons were f ound and
one was shot down,

During tHe night of 25/26 July leaflets were dropped at four places in
central Germamny.,

SITUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE
AIR SITUATION
Reconnaissance
Reconmnaissance and fighter patrols over Bast Africa on 23 July, over
Libya on 24 July and over the Mediterranean area on 25 July were uneventful,

Italian Operations

Mediterranean

Night of 25/26 July: .
Italian bombers attacked the navael base at Gibraltar, No details are
available. ' C
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Libya
23 July:

A British naval formation comprising ove cruiser and three destroyers
was attacked about 100 km south=west of the western tip of Crete. A few
near misses with 250 kg bombs were scored. '

2l July:
During the day four attacks were made on the railway station, and

equipment dump and a hut camp at Mersa Matruh,

Tn an air battle between 6 Cr 42's and 9 Blenheims escorted by 15
Gloucesters, one Cr, 42 and three Gloucesters were shot down.

Bast Africa

21 July:

A squadron of bombers attacked an enemy cruiser and three destr
in the vicinity of Omager Hanisch (near Hanisch Island in the Red Sea and
scored a direct hit with a heavy bamb on the bows of one of the warships.

22 July:
An attack was made on an enemy cruiser in the Indian QOcean (position
approximately 2° south, l;2° east) Details of results are not available.

23 July: »
Bombs were dropped on three trains in Gedaref railwey station (14°
north, 35° 20% east). : ‘

Enemy Operations .
Bast Africa

22 July:
Nine British aircraft attacked the Massaua naval base and Archiko

airfield, At Archiko casualiies amounted to one killed and seven wounded.
and the oil conduit pipe was slightly damaged, One cnemy aircraft was shot
down by fighters,

LUFTWAFFE_STTUATION REPORT NO.325 (27 July, 19

erations on 26 July and during the night of 26 July, 1940

ATR SITUATION

GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Iuftgau Western France ,
Between 2245 and 0345 hours there were at least 30 enemy incursions,
most of them only slight penetrations, No bombs were reported,

Inftgau Belgim[Northern France
Between 1600 and 0145 hours there were five enemy incursions,

penetrating as far as the Brussels area, No bambs were dropped.

Luftgau Holland

Between 2200 and 0345 hours there were incursions by at least 15
aircraft, most of which passed on into the Reich, Bambs were dropped in
the vicinity of Waalhaven a:.rfa.eld, but no damage was done to military
installations. ,

AA was active at a number of places and an enemy aircraft was brought
down at Oud Beierland,
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The Reich o

Between 2300 and 0315 hours there were 15 incursions from Holland and
Belgium as far as the line Muenster =~ Fulda - Goeppingen - Rastatt - Hagenau,
with the main effort at Muenster. Bombs were dropped at three places,
causing slight damage. but no casualt:v.es. '

AA was active ’ parta.cularly at Muenster, Frankfurt and Stuttgert, Fire
commenced at 0035 hours after m.ght fighter operations had ceased. ' Enemy
alrcraft were prevented from coming down through the clouds, and thus fram
aiming their bombs, by searchlights :Lllmm.nat:.ng the cloud base acecording -
to plan and by well-directed barrages.

Altogether eight- British a::.rcraft (of four squadrons) were definitely
identified.,

GREAT BRITAIN

Reconnaissance : '
- Recomnaissance reported a str:.kn.ng decrease in shipping movements in
the Channel,

Detalls of Reconnaissance

Final Eva.luat:.on of Photographic Reconnaissance.
carr:l.ed out on 2§ July, 1940

Ramsgate, - 2 hangars,
civil airfield: 1 Blerheim Mk T = IIT (doubtful), :
: ’ obstacles in taxying area, three bamb
hits on farmland,

Nicholas at Wade, ' Apparently smallescale defences,
field defences: infantry trenches,
extended ditches along the coast,
barbed wire obstacles,
obstacles inareas su:r.table-for
aircraft landings,
further progress in w:r.den:n.ng of road
since photos of 12 January, 1940,
all defence works new since photos of
12 January, 19540,

Rochester, o .+ 1 Ensign, . ‘
civil airfield: 2 s:.ngle-eng:.ned a:.rcraf‘t
-+ typés not known,
S o camouflage of hangars :.mproved since
photo of 29 August 1939.

Chathem, 4 1 heavy cruiser of "London" class (doubtful)

naval base: ' - in repair, middle funnel apparently
' ‘ removed
1 light eruiser of "Dido" class (doubtﬁ:.’l.)
of 5,000 tons,

2 destroyers of A= class,
2 submarines, .

1 paddle steamer,

1 -gunboat (doubtful)

1 tanker of about 4,000 tons,

Foulness Point, . 1 = 5 campleted artillery positions,
NE of Southend:. : - . apparently for use against targets
L at sea, Work began on 22 November 4939
(according to GB 629 R 102).
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No aircraft observed, Taxying area rendered
unserviceable for landings by obstacles and

Littlestone,
civil airfield:

a ditch,

Folkestone: Part of pier dismantled (change since
12 January, 1940),
1 freighter of about 6,700 tons,
Dover, 1 Leo=25,

training airfield:

no structural changes since photo

of 14 July, 1940,

harbour: 1 Dutch destroyer of "Bvertsen" class
(@oubtful)
2 British destroyers of "A=J" class,
1 cargo and passenger ship of about
8,000 tons (probably accommodation ship),
1 demaged fre:.ghter.
Leysdown, No aircraft observed.
auxiliary No structural changes,
landing field:

Iympne airfield:

Partly obscured by cloud,
no airecraft obscrved,

Hawkinge L hangars,

airfield: no aircraft observed,
no structural changes since photo
of 20 June 1940,
thick cloud layer.

Manston, - No aircraft observed,

airfield A:

Ramsgate, No aircraft observed.

airfield B:

Landing obstacles of various types
were obscerved in the area covered by
rhotographic reconnaissance,especially
in the vicinity of the coast.

Interim Bvaluation of Photographic Reconnaissance

carried out on 26 July, 1940

Hamble Seaplanes could not be observed,
seaplane base:

Calshot L. seaplancs,

seaplane base:

Mountbatten 7 Sunderlands,

seaplane base:

Portsmouth
harbour:

Hamble airfield:

3 barrage balloons,

1 battleship,

1 cruiser,

1 monitor,

20 destroyers (approx.),
12 mlne-sweepers ?r

3 destroyers in dry dock.

6 aircraft,

Lee-on~Solent Single~engined aircraft on the
airfield: BE. perimetcr. 48 huts,
Gosport 15 single and multiple~engined aircraft.
airfield: "AA positions and 18 huts on N, perimeter,
Shanklin 4pse No aircraft observed.
airfield: ‘

DB 25796/4 RESTRICTED




RESTRICTED

; 72 o
St. Bval LO aircraft, Three single=engined aircrafi,
airfield: ~ apparently dummies, outside E. perimeter.
St. Merryn No aircraft observed (only part of
airfield: airfield covered).
Newquajr-Trebelzue No aircraft observed, : N
landing field: : :
6 km W of Camp with about 200 huts and a
Flymouth: _ searchlight position (?) W of

Torpoint,

About 2 km SE vTent encampment,
of Launcester:
9 km NW of , Large camp with 300 huts,
Portsmouth: .
About 9 km N Artillery position (?) at Carkeel,
of Plymouth: '
6 km N of Ammunition depot (?) at Longeroes,
Tavistock: , Twelve houses observed,
About 9 km W of . Missing pit W of Camelford, Further
Launcester: ‘ L details not observed owing to thick cloud, .

Details of Reconnaissance carried out on 26 July, 1940

Morning Reconnaissance

Shipping in Ports:

Dovar _ . 7 =mall ships and
0655 hours 2 = 3 large ships.

Shipping Movements:

60 km E of 3 merchant ships totalling about

Lowestoft, 8,000 tons on N course,

. 0100 hours:
50 km E of ' 3 large merchant ships moving at
Orfordness, full speed on N course.
0110 hours:
LO km E of 2 MIB!'s mov:r.ng at full sPeed
Harwich, . on SE course,
0220 hours:
50 km ENE of ' 3 MIB's moving at full speed
Margate, on E course,
0220 hours:
10 km E of ) Convoy comprising T
Harwich, 20 merchant ships on NE course, .
0230 hours: About 5 guard ships at Harwich. ’
E of Orfordness, | . Convay camprising
0800 hours: 5 merchant ships and

1 destroyer assembling,
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Afternoon and Bvening Reconnaissance

Airfields:

Mountbatten,
1400 hours:

Shipping in Ports:

Portland,
1230 hours:

Swanage-Fortland,
1230 hours:

45 km NE of
Margate, .
1310 hours:

Portland,
1400 hours:

Channel,
1415 hours:.

Off France,
1500 hours:

About 12 flying-boats,

AMreraft activity at St. Merryn
and St, Bval,

5 medium ships,

No movements apart from a few
500-ton ships.

2 small ships, apparently mine-
sweepers, on N course,
Destroyers moving on W course.

No shipping movements observed.

No shipping movements observed in
sea area off St, Brieue - Brest =
Loire estuary.

Bombers and dive-bombers «~ some of them with fighter escort = attacked

the following targets:

Doy,

75 km NE of
Kinnaird Head,
0303 hours:

E of Orfordness,
0800 hours:

Tunbridge Wells,
0800 hours:

Hastings,
0800 hours:

Night

Aberthaw,
0100 howrs:

Port Victoria,
0100 hours:

Cardiff,
0100 hours:

5
8

10

10

®

™

250 kg bambs and
50 kg bombs were dropped in an
unsuccessful attack on a cruiser,

50 kg bombs were dropped on a
destroyer in an assembling convay,
The effect was not observed.

50 kg bombs were dropped on a
railway junction, = Effect not
observed, :

50 kg bombs were dropped on harbour '
installations, The bombs were well
placed and thick smoke was observed,

. 250 kg bombs and
50 kg bombs were dropped on
harbour installations,

50 kg bombs were dropped on a
searchlight position in the vicinity
of the fuel storage installation.

250 kg bombs and
50 kg bombs were dropped on
harbour installations,
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Thameshaven,
0135 hours:

About 0200 hours:

SW of Montrose:

Fraserburgh:

SW of Peterhead:

Dumbarton and
Bowing: '

3 km NW of
Bishopton:

Glasgow and
Dundee:

-REST
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50 kg bombs were dropped on the
fuel storage installation,

The effect of the above attacks
was not observed.

Two eircraft are overdue after
attacking the fuel storage
installations at Southend and
Thameshaven, One of the aircraft
was last reported over France,

50 kg bombs and
. incendiary canisters were aropped
on installations, Fire observed,

250 kg bambs were dropped on harbour
installations, Violent explosion
observed,

250 kg bomb and

50 kg bombs were dropped on factory
installations, Violent explosions and
fire observed,

50 kg bambs and

incendiary canisters were dropped on
Dumbarton and the Bowing fuel storage
installation, Small firec observed,

. 250 kg bombs were dropped on an
installation, Effect not observed,

250 kg bambs and '
50 kg bombs were dropped on quay
installations, Large fires. observed.

At about 1030 hours an air battle developed south of the |
Isle of Wight between 19 Me 109%s and 5 Hurricanes., One Hurricane was shot

dcvm in flames,

. At about 1300 hours there was an air battle east of Portland between
20 Me 109's and 30 Spitfires and Hurricanes, One Me 109 is missing,

Defence

In the area around London there was intense searchlight activity and
heavy AA fire in places, but no night fighters appeared.

Details of Defence on 26 July

Fighters:

Harwich,
0130 hours:

Hastings,
0800 hours:

Plymouth,
0800 hours:

DB 25796/1

2 fighters patrolling Wa.th searchl:.ghts
below the clouds.

1 fighter.

2 fighters, type not knowm,
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AA Artillery:

between

Port Victoria
and London,
0130 hours:

Thameshaven,
0130 hours:

Harwich and
Clacton,
0210 hours:

Margate,
0210 hours:

Aberdeen,
0220 hours:
E of Orfordness,

0800 hours:

Hastings,
0800 hours;

Plymouth,
0800 hours:

Humber Estuary,
0800 hours:

Harwich,
0800 hours:

Cherbourg,
0800 hours:

Searchlights:

between

Port Victoria
and London,
0130 hours:

Thameshaven,
0130 hours:

London,
0130 hours:

Bristol Char.nel,
0130 hours:

Firth of Forth,
0200 hours:

Harwich,
Margate

and between
Nazeflat and

Clacton,
0210 hours:

RESTRICTED

Heavy AA in places,

Strong AA defence,

Strong AA defence from land and si’iips.

Very strong AA defence,

Light and heavy AA N of Inchkeith
Island (in Pirth of Forth). Heavy
AA and machine=gun fire from ships,

£A defence from destroyers.
Heavy AA,

Heavy A,

Machinemgun fire from ships,
Machine mgun fire from convoy.

AA defence,
Intense searchlight activity.

Intense searchlight activity.

Massed searchlights were directed
vertically and did not sweep., Two
red and green Verey lights were
sent up,

Slight searchlight activity at
Pembroke, Swansca, Cardiff and
Weston,

8 « 10 powerful scarchlights,

Intense searchlight activity.
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Dundee,
0230 hours:

Nairn
0230 hours:

Moray Firth,
0300 hours:

Humber Estuary,
0300 hours:

between
Orfordness
and Clacton,
0300 hours:

Mergate,
0300 hours:

Barrage Balloons:

20 kn NW of
Bridgewater:

Plymouth:

Humber Estuary:

RESTRICTED
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Single searchlight S of harbour
entrance,

Single searchlights W of Nairn.
Intense searchlight activity,

7 searchlights.

20 searchlights,
15 searchlights,

Balloons (number not ascertained) |
at 1,500 = 2,000 metres.

6 balloons at about 2,000 metres, -

8 balloons at about 150 metres
at Languard Point,

- NORTH SEA AND BALTIC APPROACHES

Escort operat:.ons, reconnaissance off the Norwegian coast and morning
and evening reconnaissance over the Skagerrak were uneventful,

Total Aircraft Losses on 26 July, 1940

German:

Eneny:
In Air Combat:

By AA:

Late report from

25/26 July;
Crashed.:

2 Do 17%s
1 Me 109

alrcraft

1 Hurricane over the Channel

1 aireraft, type not knovmn, at
Oud Beierland,

1_aircraft, type not known, at Ameland.

2. adroraft

Tota] British Aireraft Losses, 1 = 25 July, 1940

Ivro Anson
Blenheim
Defiant

Hampden
Hurricane ,
Lockheed Hudson

- Spitfire

DB 25796/1

Sunderland
Well:.ngton

Bregu?tr 690
Unknown types
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Bombers 89 (Bm, Ha, We, Wh, Lo)
Fighters 133 De, Sp, Hu
Reconnaissance 2 A=An)
Flying Boats 2 Sus
226
Unknown types 14
Total Losses due
to Enemy Action: 2L0 aircraft

This figure may be increased by 100% for total aircraft losses due to
other causes,

Special Observations and Bxperiences

GREAT BRITAIN

According to reports which have been received, the Br:.t:l.sh have adopted
the following signals for use in the event of attack:

f‘requently "!R? = attack by surface vessels
attack of submarine
attack by aircraft,

3
“
nono

n " Alt

Aircraft Reporting Service

Reliable observations have shown that the course of German a:l.rcraft on
night operations is indicated to night fighters by red lights, some of which
flash the letter "A", Even changes of course of 30 degrees are shown by
means of these lamps. It must be assumed that every aircraft reporting post
has a lamp of this type with the ald of which it is 1ntended to guide night
fighters towards the attacking bombers, -

Dutch Aircrew in the R, A, F. _

According to American press reports Dutch aircrew have been allocated
to Coastal Command, The aircraft have British markings and there are also
orange triangles on the wings,

SITUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE
AIR SITULTION

Reconnaissance

26 July:

Photographic reconnaissance showed the follcw:.ng vessels to be in
Alexandria harbour:

5 battleships,

1 aircraft-carrier,

3 cruisers 510,000 tons),

3 cruisers (under 10,000 tons),

14 destroyers,

10 merchant ships,

1 Sunderland flying=boat,

1 heavy cruiser ("Gloucester“) in floating
dock.

AA defence was slight; pursuing enemy fighters were not able to
overtake the reconnaissance aircraft.

Nothing of particular importance was observed in the rest of the
Mediterranean area and on other fronts,
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Ttalian Operations

Mediterranean

Night of 25/26 July: )

With reference to the attack on Gibraltar, it was further reported that
it was made by three aircraft from Sardinia, There were no losses in spite
of intense and well placed AA fire, :

27 July:

Bight S,79's attacked the naval base at Malta between 01 30 and 0400
hours, The bombs were well placed in the target area, AA and searchlight
activity was intense,

Bast Aﬁ'ica'

21 July:
In the already reported attacx: on Gedaref (Sudan) the railway station
and post off;.ce were badly damaged and a defence work was destroyed.

Enemy Operations

Libye '

25 July:

Six Blenheims escorted by five Gloucesters attacked Derna airfield,

Two S.79's were destroyed and casualties amounted to two killed and three
badly wounded, Two Gloucesters were shot down by fighters,

Bagt Africa

2 July:
Assab airfield was attacked,  Ncgligible damage was done and there
were no casualties,

LUFTWAFFE STTUATTON REPORT NO.326 (28 July 1
erations on 2 Jﬁ and during the night of 27/28 July, 19
ATR STTUATION
GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Luftgau Western France

Between 0130 and 0230 hours about six enemy alrcraft approached the
fuel storage installation at Donges (Loire estuary) from the sea, The enecmy
aircraft dropped flares, glided down to 800 metres and thenrealised their
bombs, Only slight damage resulted,

AA was active at Donges and an enemy aircraf (type not known) was
brought down,

At 0215 hours an incursion was made by an enemy aircraft about 20 km
south of Angers, Four high explosive bambs and two flares were dropped,
but no damage was done,: Between 0450 and 0518 hours there were several
enemy incursions into the Cherbourg area. No bambs were dropped.

AA ond searchlights were active at Cherbourg., One enemy aircraft
was hit several times, , :
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Iuftgau Holland ' . _

During the afternoon of 27 July and the night of 27/28 July enemy
aircraft passing through on the way to the Reich dropped bombs at three
places in the Amsterdam area, No damage resulted,

AA defence had no apparent effect.

The Reich .
About 1525 hours an enemy aircraft dropped four bambs at Wilhelmshaven,
causing slight damage, ' :

AA defence had no apparent effect,

Between 2320 and 0430 hours there were 32 enemy incursions from the
North Sea and over the frontier of northern Holland as far as the line
Randers = Korsoer = Iaaland ~ Schwerin - icnburg = Almelco, with the main
effort over the Elbe estuary and at Oldenburg. A few enemy aircraft circled
over Kiel Bay, Luebeck Bay and the Small Belt (mine-laying?). Bombs were
dropped at six places, causing slight damage. One person was killed and a
few were injured, No night fighters were operational,

AA was active, particularly on the coast, but without apparent effect.

Tuftgau No

At 1028 hours a Lockheed Hudson made an incursion about 40 km north-
west of Bergen, At 1116 hours it dropped bombs near the church on Froeien
Island, but no damage was done,

Mtogether 21 British aircraft (of seven squadrons) were definitely
identified,

GREAT BRITAIN

Reconnalssance
Reconnaissance observed an increase in shippimg movements in the
Channel campared to yesterday.

Details of Reconnalssance

Morning Reconnaissancc

Shipping in Ports:

Dover, 5 small merchant ships and
0635 hours: 5 medium merchant ships.

Shipping Movements:

Barrow Deep, 1 merchant ship of 8,000 tons,

0230 hours: ‘

Channel, Only singlc ships observed,

0635 hours:

30 km S of Convoy comprising more than

Harvrich, 25 ships of 8 =~ 10,000 tons and

1025 hours: 1 tanker of 18,000 tons on NE course.

' Polkestone, Fairly large convoy, including

1130 hours: 2 medium warships, moving on NE course,
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Afternoon and Bvening Reconnalssance

Alrfields:

1400 hours:

Land's End:

Isle of Man:

Jurby (I, o. Man):
Ramsey Hall C-aine:
Holyhead:

Perth:

Shipping in Ports:

Plymouth,
1430 hoursa:

Dover,
1530 hours:

1825 hours:
Cowes:
Portsmouth:

Spithead:

Shipping Movements:

Off Dungeness,
1215 hours:

Off Bastbourne,
1216 hours:

35 km and 45 km
NE of Humber Est,
1350 hours:

Humber Estuary,
1400 hours:

45 la ENE
of Cramer,
1405 hours:

30 km E of
Lowestoft,
1420 hours:

Plymouth,
1430 hours:

Off Falmouth,
1430 hours:

No aircraft observed, ( >
No aircraft observed.

About 20 aircraft.

Taxying area apparently made unusable.,

No aircraft observed.

About 40 aircraft.

2 large warships (probably cruisers).

3 smell ships in harbour,
3 medium ships at seaplane base.

6 medium ships,
~ 10 large ships, .
1 small warship.

1 merchant ship on W coufse.

2 merchant ships on W course,

1 merchant ship at each position.

Convoy comprising
38 ships putting to sea.

Oonvéy camprising
5 ships without escort on N course.

Convoy comprising
8 ships on 8 course.

10 ships of various sizes apparently
forming into convoy at harbour entrance,

A few coastguard boats,
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About 20 km SE Mine=sweepers on N course,

of Falmouth, 8 transports (one of about 5,000 tons,

1430 hours: the others of about 2,000 tons) on
' NW course,

Channel, No shipping movements in sector

1530 hours: Isle of Wight = Portland,

Falmouth, 5 medium and 10 smaller ships.

1600 hours:

In the Solent, 2 medium ships,

1825 hours: :

Off Cowes, 7 medium ships,

1825 hours:

Interim Evaluation

of Photographic Reconnaissance
carried out on 27 July, 195—%

Harbour inst.
18 km S of
"Dublin:

(9]

!

N

1 medium freighter,

Belfast Lough 10 large freighters at anchor,

Holyhead 2 large passenger ships,
Harbour: one of them leaving port,
L large freighters,
7 small coastal vessels,
Holyhezad: About 350 trucks in railway
station and freight yard.
Milfordhaven: 1 passenger ship (16,000 tons),
3 freighters (6,000 tons),
2 freighters (2,000 tons),
1 tanker (15,000 tons).
Barry 5 freighters (14,000 tonsg,
coal dock: " 5 freighters (3,000 tons),
1 tanker (3,000 tons).
Avonmouth 2 tankers (10,000 tons),
Harbour: 15 freighters (7,000 tons),
3 freighters (3,000 tons).
1 km E of Camp with about
Avonmouth - 50 huts and
20 tents,
Avonmouth, Camp vwith about
east front: 50 huts,
6 km NNE of Camp with about |
Dorchester: 50 huts and
100 bell tents,
About 8 km B Camp at Wool with

of Waxrrrell:

13 km N of
Dorchester:

IB 25796/1

65 huts,

Camp at St. Frame=Quentin with about
LO tents,
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Adrfields:

Pembroke Dock:

Pyle:
Bristol:
Manorbier:
Penrhos:

6 km W of

St +» Athan
airfield:
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5 Sunderlands and
3 twin-engined aircraft.

49 aircraft.
‘6 aircraft.
No aircraft observed.
57 aircraft.
New airfiedd.
17 aircraft,

9 large completed hangars,
2 hangars under construction.

Bormbers, dive-bombers and twin-engined fighters - some of them
escorted by single-engined fighters - attacked the following targets:

Day

Humber Estuary,
1345 hours:

25 km SSE of
Lowestoft:

1550 hours:

1755 hours:

Dover:

1530 hours:

1

1735 hours: - '

DB 25796/1

1 250 kg bomb,

1 50 kg bomb and

1 250 kg incendiary oil bonb
were dropped on a convoy of -
28 ships leaving the estuary..
Effect not observed.

18 500 kg bombs and

18 250 kg bombs were dropped on a
convoy's
First wave of attack:
1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons received
a direct hit with a 500 kg bomb. The
ship stopped and began to list.

Second wave of attack:

1 destroyer received several hits
and sank.

1 destroyer was hit with a 250 kg
and a 500 kg bomb.

20 250 kg bombs were dropped on ships
in the harbour:

First wave of attack:
1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons; one hit
on gunwales. Ship no longer visible in

second attacke.

1 merchant ship of 7,000 tons; hits and
thick smoke observed.

Second wave of attack:
1 auxiliary cruiser (?) of 7,000 tons;

one direct hit with a 250 kg bomb.
The ship exploded. '
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Off Dover:

1735 hours:

1845 .hours:

Night

about 2300 hours:

Land's IEnd
airfield:

St. Merryn
airfields

Roborough
airfield
(nr. Plymouth):

Swansea,
harbour inst:

About 30 km W
of Cape Wrath,
0220 hours:

Crewe,
0200 hours:

Wolverhampton,
Birmingham,
Bristol and
Swansea:
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1 destroyer

First wave of attacks

2 250 kg bombs fell close to ship's

side, Effect not observed. The
destroyer continued slowly on its
course. : .

Second wave of attack:

Direct hit scored. The destroyer sank
in 35 seconds.

250 kg bombs were dropped.
An explcsion and sheets of flame were
chserved.

250 kg bombs were droppeds
Explosion and sheets of flame observed.

| 250 kg bombs were droppele

Hits on buildings observed.
250 kg bombs were dropped.

Effect not observed.

1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons
sunk by 250 kg bombs.

The effect of the following attacks
was not observed:

4 250 kg bombs were dropped on the
Rolls Royce aero-cngine factory.

250 kg bombs were dropped on
searchlight positions.

At about 1100 hours an air battle between 18 Me 109's and about 25

Spitfires developed over Portland. One Spitfire was shot down 30 km
scuth-eas$ of Portland. ' :

During the night of 27/28 July 9th Fliegerdivision carried out special
operations according to plan at Swanses, the Bristol Chammel, Pembroke,
Moray Firth, Dundee, Falmouth and Plymouth.

Details of Defence on 27 July

Pighters:

Harwich,

. 2 fighters with searchlights.
0130 hours:

Montrose, 1 fighter at 5,000 metres.
0200 hours:
Glasgow, 2 fighters at 4,000 metres.

0200 hours:
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About 18 km
N of Margate,
1025 hours:

AA Artillery:

Inchkeith Is,
0116 hours:

Humber Estuary
and Harwich,
0130 hours:

Glasgow,

- 0200 hours:

Searchlights:

Dundee,
0116 hours:

0130 hours:

Humber Estuary:

. between

Orfordness
and Clacton:

Glasgow:

S of Montroses

Margate s
0150 hours:

Swansea

‘and Exeter,

NORTH SEA AND BATTIC APPROACHES

2300 hours:

Barrage Balloons:

Humber Estuary,
0130 hours:

RESTRIGCTED
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5 fighters over convoy.

Well-placed light and heavy AA
from Inchkeith Island and ships
in the Firth of Forth.

Machine~gun fire from ships.

Slight, badly placed light
and heavy AA.

Searchlight activity - aircraft
not picked up.

7 searchlights.

20 searchlights.

5 searchlights at shipyand and
power station.

3 searchlights.

15 searchlights.

About 10 searchlights.

8 balloons at about 180 metres
at Languard Point.

Escort operations, submarine searches and morning and evening
reconnaissance over the Skagerrak were uneventful.

Total Aircraft Losses on 27 July, 1940

Germans

Enemys
In Air Combat:

By AA:

1 Ju 87
1 He 1114
1 Me 110

1 He 59 (air-sea rescue aircraft)

4 aircraft

2 Spitfires at Portland and Falmouth
1 Hurricane at Dover

1 _aircraft, type hot known, at Donges

L aircraft
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Special Observations and Exoeriences

@ rwaal v L

Report on a Tour cf ITnapection of R.A.F. Stations in France

A report by the Training Group of Bomber Ccmmand dated 6 November 1939
which was found in Prance indicates the RcA-P:'s inclination to independent
improvisation. Among cther things, the report deals with the Battie
squadrong' interpretation of ajr tactics, and states: ".e.cec It was
observed thal no two squadrons ware of the same opinion in this matter.
Views were so varied that a development which was commended by one squadron
was of'ten absolutely condemned by the others. Some formations held the
view thal air tactics aie an end in themself and that absolute importance
should be attached to the task of the bomber, i.e, dropping the bombs on
the target -see 5eve  Owing to the fact thas the Battle has had little
operational experience, it is not possible to draw comprehensive and definite
conclusions on the question cf which tactics ave good and which are bad.
The differences of opinion within the sguadrons confirm this conclusichecs.”

There followed three brief general principles which were nevertheless
set down. However, even here there was a question mark in the margin for
every point in the 12th (?) Squadron copy. The report then condinued:

", ... Every oquakon has its individual characteristics and is trained in
its own types cof defensive tactics. There are tco many variations of
manoeuvres for every squedron to be familiar with all of them. However,
it is desirable that uniformity of manceuvres be avcided or the enemy will
see through them easily.

Thus, to gain experience and to allow the maximum margin for initiative,
it is recommended that squadron commanders be permitted to choose their
own type of tactics within the framework of tachical requirements.

TONDON - NEW YORX AIR SERVICE

According to a report from London, an air service is to be cpened
between London and New York via Iceland. The aircrafi are to be supplied
- by the RQAOF.

SUPPLEMENTS,

During the night of 26/27 July ailrcraft abttacked as alternative
targets, searchlight positicns ncrth and north-east of Bristcl, in the
Swindon arsa, at Salisbury, north of Portsmouth and along the coast from
Poole to the Isle of Wight and airtields at Bristol nnd Gloucester. The
effect cculd not be observed. Xight 250 kg incendiary oil-bombs and
118 50 kg high explosive bomhs were dropped.

SITUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE

AIR STTUATION

Reconnaissance

Mediterranean

2 Julys

Reconnaissanne over the sea area between Sardinis and the Balearic
Islands cbserved a French merchant ship at Cape Bengut (80 km east of
Algiers).

Nething of importance was cbserved south of Sicily as far as Tobruk
and along the Greek coast as far as Crete.

Photographic recommaissance carried out with fighter escort over Malta
showed a menitor in Lazzerettc Creek, a merchant ship in Calcara Creek, a
destroyer in French Creek, ancther at the harbour entrance and four seaplanes.

’
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British recomnaissance aircraft were observed between the Peleponnese
and Malta.
Libya
27 July
Long-range recomnaissance from Libya observed the following at
Alexandria: '

1 British battleship
1 French battleship,
3 heavy cruisers,
3 light cruisers,
3 dsstroyers,
1 Sunderland flying-boat,
10 ships of various sizes,
1 destroyer in floating dock,
1 mine-swesper off the harbours

In addition, a formation comprising

3 battleships,

1 aircraft~-carrier,
1 large warship and
11 destroyers

was observed at 1210 hours 80 km north of Mersa Matruh moving on a westerly
course at 20 knots. '

Bast Africa
25 July:
Nothing of particular importance was observed by recomnaissance over

the central Sudan, the central Red Sea and north-eastern Kenya.

I’calian Qperations

Libya

26 July:

Nirne Cr 42's attacked an enemy armoured force which had penetrated into
"the Sidi Rezegh area (30 km south-east of Tobruk). A further attack was
made by six Cr 42's and seven Ba 65's using machine-guns and 2 kg bombs.
Two tanks were set on fire and 8 - 10 were hit. Another enemy armoured
force was shot up on the frentier at 3idi Omar.

27 July:

At 1740 and 1820 hours the enenmy naval formation reported by
reconnaissance was attacked by bombers from Rhodes 180 km south of
Gaidaro Island (south of Cre’c.eg» In both attacks hits were scored on two of
the battleships. It is believed that this formation plans to meet a convoy
comprising four merchant ships, two cruisers and three destroyers observed
south of Cape Colomme (south—east of Athens) at 1530 hours.

East Africa -

25 Julys
The harbour and military installations at Zeila (Somaliland) were
attacked by a squadron of bombers.

Enemy Operaticns
Bast Africa

25 _July:

A hangar was damaged in an attack on Assab airfield. An attack on the
airfield and harbour at Massauva was ineffective.
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LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT ND. 327 (29 July 1940)

Operations on 28 Juiy and durinz the night of 28/29 July. 1940

AIR STTUATION

GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Tuftgan Western France
Bombs were dropped on Jersey at about 1230 hours and on Beauville
airfield (near Cherbourg) at about 1235 hours. No damage resulted.

Between 1700 and 2113 hours there were five enemy incursions into the
arsa Le Havre — Lamion ~ MHorlaix - Dinard - each of Evreux - Dives. No
bombs were dropped. The aircraft were apparently carrying out recomnaissance.

AA defence at Dinard and Pacy had no apparent effect.

" Between 0338 and 0425 hours there were ancther ten incursions into
the coastal arsa. Once again no bomhs were dropped.

AA defence at Lion s.M. had no apparent effect.

Tuftgan Holland

During the night British aircraft passing through on the way to the
Reich dropped bombs at four places. Hits were scored on the taxying area
at Leeuwarden airfield.

AA was active at Den Helder. An enemy aircraft was shot down (not
confirmed whether by fighter or AA). In addition, a Blenheim was shot
down by fighters west of Alkmaar,

The Reich

Between 2300 hours and 0430 hours incursions wcre made by 65 eneny
aircraft (most of them approaching from the North Sea, the rest crcssing
the frontiers of Holland and Belgium) as far as the line Skagen - Laaland -
Salzwedel - Hildesheim - Herford - Bad Driburg - Ccblenz, with the main
effort at Hamburg, Harm and Paderborn- Bombs were dronped at fourteen
places, but no oamage cf any iuwportance resulted.

AA was active, particularly on the coast and at Hamburg, where a
Hampden was brought down. No enemy aircraft were encountered by night
fighters.: ,

Luftgan Norway :

About 1230 and 0430 hLowrs incursions were made by 65 enemy A
flying about 10,500 metres approached Stavanger-Sola airfield. No
bombs were dropped. German fighters did not make contact.

About 1700 hours a British aircraft flying at 9,500 metres
approached Mandal and Christiansand-Xjevik a:.rf_Leld. Once again German
fighters aid not make contach.

During the night of 23/29 July 23 British aircraft (of 11 squadrons)
were definitely identified.
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Recomnaissance observed no convoy movements off the coast of Britain

from Scotland to St. George's Chamnel.

Details of Recomnaissance of 28 July, 1940

Airfields:

Land's End,
0822 hours:

0830 hours:

Barnstaple:
Plymouths
Ste Eval:

Ternhill:

Shipping in Ports:

Plymouth,
0540 hours:

Dover,
0645 and
1105 hours:

Plymouth,
0830 hours:
Falmouth,
0830 hours:
Scapa Flow,

1455 hours:

Cowes,
1845 hours:

Shipping Movements:

130 km S of
- Iindesnes,
0500 hours:

" Thames Estuary,

0530 and
0715 hours:

Off Ramsgate,

0530 hours:

Chamnel,
0645 and
1100 hours:

The Wash,
0715 hours:

DB 25796/1

No aircraft observed.

15 aircraf.
8 zircrafi.
No aircraft observed.

Night flying activity.

1 cruiser (?) and
3 destroyers.

4 medium merchant ships, two of them

with steam up.

2 heavy cruisers (?),
8 merchant ships each of 10,000 tons,
8 merchant ships each of 6,000 tons.

8 merchant ships each of 10,0C0 tons,
7 merchant ships each of 6,000 tons.

8 large warships (including ons
battleship ?) and
10 destroyers.

L, destroyers.

1 Norwegian merchant ship of aboub
3,000 tons, no steam, drifting across
current.

No convoy or shipping movementse.

3 small merchant ships at anchor.

No shipping movements observed.

4 small merchant ships on SSW course
putting into harbour.
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Carnsore Pointg 1 merchant ship of 15,000 tons.
0925 hours:

Sea area about No shipping movements observed.
20 km E of Harwich

and about 60 km E

of Southend,

1000 hours:

About 80 km NNW _ 1 heavy cruiser (?).
of Lands's End,
1004 hours:

Area Jersey - No shipping movements observed.
100 km S of ' '
Dartmouth ~ Cherbourg,.

1100 hours:

Off Dover, 4 patrol boats.
1105 hours:

Between Le Havre No shipping movements observed.
and Portland, ' -
1130 hours:

Area Paimpol - No shipping movements observed.
Start Pt ~ Scilly

Islands ~ Brest,

1130 hours:

Area Kinnaird Head No shipping movements observed.
- Pentland Firth,
1300 hours:

10 km NE of 2 small war-ships on NE course.

Dungeness,
1325 hours:

20 km SE of 1 destroyer on NE course.
Eastbourne,
1332 hours:

2kmS of 1 large merchant ship of more than
I. OoWigh.t, 85000 tons and
1400 hours: 2 small warships (stationary).

Area S coast of ‘No shipping movements observed.
Ireland - entrance

Ste. George's Ch -

Bristol Ch,

1400 hours:

About 260 km W , 1 freighter of 2,000 tons and
of Plymouth, 1 merchant ship of 2,000 tons.
1920 hours:

Channel betwecen No shipping movements observed.
Start Pt and

Scilly Islands,

2100 hours:
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Results of Photographic Reconnaissance
carried out on 28 July, 1940

Ramsgate,
civil airfield:

Lympne
airfield:

Wilmington,
civil airfield:

Eastbourne:

Manston
airfield:

Hawkinge
airfield:

Dover harbour
and training
airfield:

Littlestone,
civil airfield:

1 aircraft, apparently a Blenheim,
1 single~engined aircraft, type not
identified, outside the airfield. , -

No aircrafl observed, Defences

( apparently heavy machine-gun
positions) with all-round barbed-
wire entanglements. Obstacles near
taxying area. Wircless station with
four radio towers.

Partly obscured by clouds, No air~
craft observed. Taxying area ploughed
upe

Twenty metres of pier dismantled.

9 Blenheims and

2 single-engined aircrafi,, types not
identified. Heavy machine-gun positions
with all-round barbed-wire entangle-
ments. Bomb hits on ammunition durpe
Obstacles on flat ground near the
airfield. Heavy AA position with four
gunse.

Only part covered. Obstacles on
surrounding flat ground, particularly
in the vicinity of the coaste.

1 freighter of about 8,000 tons,

1 surnken éestroyer with patch of oil,
1 freighter, apparently badly damaged,
3 small escort vessels,

1 Leo on airfield.

No aircraft observed. Obstacles on
flat ground, particularly near the
coast.

_ On 28 July and during the night of 28/29 July bombers attacked the
following targets:

Day

The effect of the following attacks was not observed:

Plymouth,
0540 hours:

-Carnsore Point

DB 25796/1

(SE Ireland),
0925 hours:

Carnsore Point,
1830 hours:

SW of "Smalls®
lightship,
1833 hours:

260 km W of
Plymouth,
1920 hours:

500 kg bombs were dropped on ships
in the harbour.

1 merchant ship of 15,000 tons.

1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons.

1 merchant ship of 1,000 tons.

1 merchant ship of 2,000 tons.
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260 km W of 1 merchant ship of 2,000 tons.
Plymouth,
1920 hours:

Altogether 10 250 kg bombs, 24 50 kg bombs and 24 incendiary
canisters were drcpped on the following targets:

Chester, : Vickers Armstrong works; hits in
-about 2100 hourss target area and several fires observeds
Swansea, Harbour installations and a convoy on
0130 hours: the roadstead; several fires observede
St. Athan Hits observed directly in front of
airfield, the hangars.

0230 hours:

The following targets were also abtacked:

Rochester, 98 50 kg bombs were dropped on searchlight
Faversham and positions. Some of the searchlights
Port Victoria, were switched off after the attack.

about 0100:

Crewe, 8 250 kg bombs and
about 0030: 48 50 kg bombs ewere dropped on an
. industrial installation (the
Rolls Royce works according to
dead reckoning). Fires were observed.

Hillington, - 8 250 kg bombs,
0015 hours: 16 50 kg bombs and
16 incendiary canisters wcre dropped
on the motor works. Widespread fires
were observed.

Grangemouth, 28 - 50 kg bombs were dropped on the

0020 hours: fuel storage installation. Large
sheet of flame followed by glare of
fire observed.

The effect of the following attacks was not observed:

Leuchars and 56 50 kg bombs were droppec.
Wick airfields,
2359 hcurs:

about 0030 hours:

Shawbury 2 250 kb bombs and
airfield:s 12 50 kg bombs were dropped.
Ternhill 2 250 kg bombs and
airfield: i8 50 kg bombs were dropped.
Bristol: L . 250 kg bombs and

24 . 50 kg bombs were dropped on
searchlight positions.

During the night of 28/29 July 9th Fliegerdiversion carried out a
. special opération according to plan.

The harbours of Portsmouth and Edinburgh have been declared closed
for the present by the British Admiralty.
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Defence

) There is reason to believe that the position of balloon barrages is
made known to airborne night fighters by special signals.

. Details of Defence on 28 July

DB 25796/1

Pighters:

‘N of N Foreland,

0010 hours:

Plymouth,
0130 hours:

40 km SW of
Portland,
1130 hours:

between Scilly
and Lundy Is,
1130 hours:

8 km E of Dover,
1530 hours:

W of Portland,
1600 hours:

Maidstone,
2330 hours:

AA Artillexy:

Plymouth,
0230 hours:

W and E of
Falmoubth,
0130 hours:

E of Weymouth,
1430 hours:

4 km SW and 2 kn
SE of Cowes,
1845 hours:

Searchlightss

N Forelancl,
0100 hourss'

Harwich,
0010 hours:

0130 hours:

Port Talbot, )
Mumbles Head )
and Swansea

Cardiffs

Plymouth:

1 twin-engined fighter at 500 metres.
Fighter defence was not | observed but
suspected owing to ground signals.

Enemy fighters.
Fighter patrol.

About 15 Spitfires and Hurricanes.
About 4 fighters.

Night fighters.

Light and heavy AA., Badly placed
barrage fire by heavy AA.

Badly placed heavy AA at Middle
Point and St. Anthony Head; also
machine-gun fire.

Heavy AA.

Heavy AA.

8 searchliglts.

8 searchlights.

3 searchlights each.

6 searchlights.
About 30 searchlights.
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Barrage Ballocnss

Plymouths The balloon barrage could be seen

0130 houxs: only when illuminated by search-
lights. Three groups of -three signal
lights set out in a triangle presum-
ably identified the position of the
balloon barrage for British night
fighters. o

SW of Plymouth, 7 barrage balloons at about 3,000 metres.’

0540 hours:

NORTH SEA AND BATTIC APPROACHES

Escort operations, submarine searches and reconnaissance over
the Skagerrak were uneventful.

Total Aircraft Losses on 28 July, 1940

Germans 2 Ju 88's
1 Me 109
1 Me 110
4 aircraft
Enemy:
In Air Combat: L Spitfires over the Channel

2 Hurricanes over the Chammel
1 Blenheim at Den Helder

By AA: 1 aircraft, type not known, at Cape

Gris Nez
1 Wellington at Leewarden

1 Hampden at ‘ Hamburg,

10 aircraft

Special Observations and Experiences

GREAT BRITAIN

The report on the inclination of individual R.A.F. squadrons towards
independent improvisation '(see Situation Report No. 326) is further
confirmed by the following prisoners' statements:

(1) Fighter Tactics

Formation technique varies from squadron to squadron. Most
squadrons fly in "V" formation, with the four rear aircraft continually
weaving and interchanging positions. In this way protection is
provided against attacks from behind and above.

(12) There is no definite procedure for zeroing machine-guns and pilots
use whatever method thcy wish. Many zero all eight machine-guns to
converge at about 100 metres, others at about 200 metres, while some
prefer dispersed fire.
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SITUATTON IN SOUTHERN THEATRE

ATR SITUATION

Reconnaissance

Me diterranean

28 July:
Photographic reconnaissance showed no changes at the Malta naval
base.

At 1730 hours four cruisers, one aircraft-carrier and ten destroyers
were observed 48 km south-west of Crete moving on a course of 120 degrees.

The feur battleships reported on 28 July could not be located. It
is assumed that they returned to Alexandria.

An Mc 200 was shot down during defensive operations against enemy
reconnaissance aircraft by fighters based on Sicily.

Italian Operations

Mediterranean

25 July:
A f‘o:r'mat:.on of‘ I’cal:.an S 84's based on Rhodes attacked Alexandria
harbour. .

27 July: T
At 1115 hours an enenmy merchant ship south of San Giorgio Island
(south of Athens) was effectively bombed.

. 4t 1530 hours an aircraft which took off from Rhodes attacked a
British convoy comprising two merchant ships and two tankers escorted
by two cruisers and three destroyers and scored a hit on a merchant
ship. ‘

Adreraft from Rhodes made an effect ive attack on Alexandria harbour.

Libya

27 J

Nine Cr 42's and eleven Ba 65’ s used mach:.ne-guns and sma.ll-
calibre bombs in an attack on the enemy armoured force withdrawing
from Sidi ReZegh. One tank was destroyed, and 3 damaged. -

GROUND SITUATION

Libya
27 July:

Army troops pursun.ng the enemy 'armoured f‘orce wi uhdrawnng from
Sidi Rezegh destroyed six enemy tanks.

Bast Africa

On the Sudan front a strong eneny patrol was wn.ped out when it
attacked at Bumbode (frontier village on the Blue Nile).
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LUTWAFTE SITUATI(;JI‘T REPGRT NC. 328 (30 July 19’4-9)

Operations on 29 July and during the night of 29/30 July, 1940

ATR SITUATION

GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Luftgau Western France
Between 2100 and 0045 hours there were six enemy incursionse. Only
slight penetrations were made and no bombs were dropped.

Iuftgau Belgium/Northern France
Between midnight and 0300 hours five enemy incursions were reported.
Most of the aircraft flew on into the Reich without dropping bombs.

A Blenheim was shot down by fighters at Le Havre.
Luftgan Holland -

Between 2210 and 0400 hours.there were 28 enemy incursions. Most of
"~ the aircraft flew on into the Reich without dropping bombs. :

The Reich

At about 1200 hours an enemy aircraft attacked the Ruhr Gas and
0il Company installation at Bottrop, dropping five bombs on a street
nearby. A few houses were damaged and several people were killed and
injured.

At about 1315 hours three Blenheims attacked the port of Hamburg,
dropping five bombs. A crane was damaged and two people were injured.
No other damage was done. ,

AA bhad no apparent effect and German fighters did not make contact.
Between 2250 and 0415 hours there were about 50 enemy incursions as far as
the line Copenhagen - Iueneburg - Dortmund - Solingen - Frankfurt a.M. -
Schwaebisches Gmuend - Rastatt, with the main effort in Friesland and the
Ludwigshafen - Mannheim industrial area. Enemy aircrafi circled over the
Elbe estuarys, FPehmarn Belt and Lucbeck Bay (mine-laying?). Bombs were
dropped at eighteen places, but no damage of any importance resulted.

Casualties amounted to one killed and several injured.
No enemy aircraft were encountered by night fighters.
AA defence throughout the area had no apparant effect.

During the night of 29/30 July 46 British aircraft (of twelve
squadrons) were definitely identified.

GREAT BRITAIN |

Reconnaissance
A4 convoy comprising about 60 ships was observed off Harwich.

Details of Reconnaissance of 29 July

Airfields:
Littlestone, _ No aircraft observed.
0821 hours:

Scilly Islands, No aircraft observed.
1605 hours: :
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Shipping in Ports:

Dover, 10 medium merchant ships of 5-8,000 tons.
0655 hours: ,

Folkstone, 1 merchant ship of 6,000 tons.

0818 hours: cel

Pembroke, 2 large merchant ships,

1530 hours: 5 -medium merchant ships,

15 small merchant ships,
2 medium warships and
6 small warships.

Scilly Islands, No shipping observed in port.
1605 hours:

Shipping Movements:

15 km off ' - One ship at anchor off each harbour.
H_ami.Ch,

Clacton,

Margate,

Ramsgate,

0605 hours:

Folicstone s 2 patrol boats, speed and course
0645 hours: ‘ not observed.

Dungeness, 2 medium freighters moving at

0645 hours: half speed on E course.

0700 - |

0815 hours:

E of Huwmber Estuary No shipping movements (observation
and the Wash: impeded by bad visibility).

Coast from No shipping movements.
Sheerness to ' »
Straits of Dover:

between Start Pt | No shipping movements along coast.
and Scilly Islands,

0730 hours:

40 km E of Convoy comprising

Harwich, 23 ships, including 2-3 large vessels,
0910 hours: on SSW course.

Plymouth Sound, 2 large ships.

0925 hours:

0ff Lizard Pt Z-mne-sweepers, course changing
0925 hours: from SSW to W.

35 km NE of Convoy comprising

Gt. Yarmouth, ‘ 6 ships on S course.

0935 hours: )

In Humber Estuary Several small ‘ships s course

0935 hours: not observed.

DB 25796/ RESTRICTED




DB 25796/

Channel area,
Portland -
Start Point,
1000 hours:

Teo.Wight ~
Portland,
1127 hours:

LO km SW of
Brighton,
1220 hours:

In Channel,
1300 -~
1500 hours:

Beth sides of
.T.o Os Wigh‘t ’
1420 hours:

50 km S of
Eastbourne,
1430 hours:

Channel area
Swanage -
Start Point,
1430 hours:

About 30 km SW
Of T.00 \Vig:ht,
1510 hours:

16 km NE of
- Orfordness,
1525 hours:

%0 kn SE of
Scilly Islands,
1600 hours:

Ares Dover =
Tastbourne,
1900 hours:

E of Dover,
2100 hours:

10 km off
Romsgate,
2108 hours:

15 km E of
Ramsgate,
2108 hourss:

Humber Estﬁary,
(Spurn lightship),
2330 hours:
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No shipping movements.

No shipping movements.
2 large vessels on i course.

No shipping movements (observation
impeded by weather conditions).

No skipping movements observed

7 large ships and -
11 small ships (possibly all warships)
on W course.

No shipping movementse

2 battleships, speed and course
not observed.

Two convoys comprising
20 large merchant ships,
20 medium merchant ships,
15 small merchant ships and
3 medium warships moving at
medium speed on N course.

2 medium merchant ships on NE course.
No shipping movements.

No shipping movementse

3 patrol boats at anchor.
1 small warship - stationary.

1 light cruiser and
5 destroyers moving at full speed
on E course.
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Results of Photographic Reconnasissance
carried out on 28 July, 1940 .

Sunderland 6 ships totalling about 21,400 tons,

Harbour: 6 ships under construction totalling
: about 40,100 tons, '

1 AA position with 2 guns in harbour.

Ryhope, S of Camp with several hut sites,
Sunderland:

Between L. AA positions,

Sunderland &

South Shields:
Over S Shields: 5 barrage balloons.

Bvaluation of Photographic Reconnaissance
carried out on 29 July, 1940

Dublin = . No aircraft observed,

Baldonnel

airfield:

Aberforth No aircraft observed.
airfield:

Pembroke Dock 10 single~engined (?) and
seaplane base: 6 multiple~engined seaplanes,
Pembroke=Carew, 13 aircraft.

airfield:

Dublin Harbour: No shipping observed
Milford Havén: ' 12 mediun freighters at anchor,

The docks were empty, Four bombs which
had fallen nearby had done no damage,
Two oil storage installations observed,

On 29 July and during the night of 29/30 July bombers, dive-bambers
and twineengined fighters =~ some of them escorted by singleecngined fighters~
attacked the following targets:

Day,
Dover, - ' 22 500 kg bambs,
0840 hours: ‘ 22 250 kg bombs and
. 176 50 kg bombs were dropped on
ships in the harbour:.
1 merchent ship of about 15,000 tons =
2 hits,
1 merchant ship of about 8,000 tons =
L. hits,
1 merchant ship of about 6,000 tons =
2 hits,
1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons = 1 hit,
40 Xm SE of 1 merchant ship of 8,000 tons: one hit
Harwich, with a 250 kg banb on deck, The ship
1800 hours: ' was apparently already damaged and,

according to a report by fighter
aircraft, exploded.

1 merchant ship of 1,000 tons: one direct

’ . hit with a 500 kg bamb, Purther effect
not okserved,
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20 km WSW of
Portland,
1925 hours:

Scilly Islands,
2025 hours:

Night

Humber Estuairy,
about 0200 hours:

Cordiff area

and. between
Exeter and
Exanouth,

about 0200 hours:

Bristol,
about 2359 hours:
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1 cruiser of about 10,000 tons: five hits
with 500 kg bombs and four hits with 250
kg and 50 kg bombs, The cruiser was badly
damaged and caught fire, According to
reports by an E~boat, it exploded and sank,

- 1 merchant ship of 1,500 tons: one near
miss with a 250 kg bomb., The ship stopped,
No further observations could be made,

2 250 kg bambs and
8 50 kg bombs were dropped on searchlight
positions, ¥ffect not observed,

100 50 kg bombs intended for the Armstrong
works at Chester were dropped as indicated
as the target could not be definitely
identified owing to bad weather, BEffect
not observed, '

14 50 kg bombs were dropped. As all the
aircraft were not able to identify the
target (Pilton works), scme of the bambs
were dropped on the Avonmouth fuel storage
installation and on searchlights at
Cordiff, Effect not obscrved,

Alr battles with British fighters took place off Harwich and over Dover,
Nineteen enemy aircraft were shot down.

During the night of 29/30 July 9th Fiiegerdivision sarried out a
special operation according to plan,

Details of Defence on 29 July

Fighters:

N of N Foreland,
0010 hours:

London area,
0235 hours:

The Wash,
0327 hours:

Dover Harbour,
0840 hours:

Portland,
1450 hours:

40 km NE of
Margate,
1505 hours:

Harwich,
1810 hours:

15 km SE of
Harwich,
1850 hours:

10 km SE of
Lowestof.’t
1850 hours~

1 twin~engined night fighter

at 500 metres,

1 twinwengined night fighter.

1 aircraft, type not identified,
Strong fighter defence (Furricanes),
Number not ascertained,

3 enemy fighters, type not identified,

1 Spitfire.

20 Hurricanes and Spitfires,

-8 Hurricanes over convoy,

18 fighters.
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AA Artillery:
Rochester, »  Heavy AA defence,
0115 hours: -
Dover Harbour, Light, medium and heavy AA,
0840 hours: .
SE of ,Grimsby, Badly placed medium A4,
- 1035 hours:
15 km SE of Badly placed light AA from ships.
Harwich, : ‘
- 1850 hours:
Night of 28/20 Ju
Falmouth,  light and medium AA from land
2330 hours: - and ships,
Plymouth, - L:Lght 4AA from land and ships.
2359 hours:
Swansea, " Heavy AA fire,
0100 hours: '
Searchlights:
Night of 28/29 July ,
Humber Estuary, 5 searchlights,
2359 hours: »
Plymouth, 20 searchlights in outermost harbour
2359 hours: basin S of the breakwater,
N Foreland 8 searchlights,
and Harwich,
0010 hours:
Portland, Intense searchlight activity.
0030 hours:
Swansea, : Intense searchlight activity,
0100 hours: :
Bristol, Intense searchlight activity.
0100 hours:
B of line Intense searchlight activity,
Exmouth - '
Barnstaple,
0100 hours:
Between Portland ‘Maximm searchlight effort.
and Bristol,
0100 hours:
Cardiff, Intense searchlight activity
0130 hours: . from land and ships.
London area, | Searchlights,
0235 hours:
RESTRICTED
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Barrage Balloons:
Plymouth, : About 20 balloons in outermost
2359 hours: harbour basin,

5 balloons in imner harbour ‘oas::.n,
height not observed.

Special Observations '
. Dur:l.ng the night of 28/29 July night fighter course indicators were
observed in the London area (one permanent red light and a white 1 lamp which
flashes to indicate the course). ' -

NORTH SEA AND BALTIC APPROACHES

Escort operations and reconnaissance over the Skagerrak were
uneventful, :

Total Alrcraft Losses on 29 July, 1940

‘German: 3 Ju 87ts
2 Me 1091!s
1 Do 17
L He 111's
10 aircraft
Enemy :
In Air Combat: 12 Spitfires over the Chamnel

4 Spitfires east of Harwich
3 Hurricanes over the Channel
1 Blenheim at Texel

1 Bienheim

21 aircraft

SITUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE

ATR SITUATION

Reconnaissance

29 July:
Photographic recomaissance of the Malta naval base showed the
following vessels to be in port:

1 monitor,

1 destroyer,

2 submarines,

1 tanker and

several small vessels,

During visual reconnaissance over the central Mediterranean a cruiser
and a small warship were observed at anchor in Marsa Scirocco Bay (Mal’ca)

Recomaissance over the Alexandr:.a naval base at 1000 hours observed
the following ves..,els'

2 battleships,

2 crulsers and
8 small warships,
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30 July:

At 0720 hours recomnaissance observed part of the Alexandria Squadron
comprising two battleships and a few small warships about 100 km north-west
of Alexandris on course for the latter.

Ttalian Operations

29 July:

At 0800 hours aircraft from Rhodes attacked part of the Alexandria
Squadron comprising three battleships and one aircraft-carrier with eight
ships of indeterminable type about 120 km south of the centre of Crete,
Hits were scored on a merchant ship,

A second attack, also by aircraft bascd on Rhodes, was carried out at
1045 hours about 150 km south of the eastern tip of Crete, The formation
then comprised four battleships, one aircraftecerrier and four ships of
indeterminable type, The attack was concentratcd on the aircraft-carrier,
Several direct hits were scored and an intense fire broke out,

A third attack at 1205 hours had no apparent effect. The aircrafte-
carrier was still in the same position as on the previous attack and was
stationary and on fire,

In an attack on the same formation by aircraft based in Libya hits were
scored on two merchant ships, one of which caught fire,

SITUATION AT SEA :

Five British destroyers were reported off Barcelona at 1225 hours on
30 July.

1

LUFTWAFFE, SITUATTION REPORT NO, 32 1. J 1940

Operations on 30 July and during the night of 30/31 July, 1940

ATR SITUATION

GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Enamy attacks on occupied areas in the west werc dirccted mainly
against airfields, while in the Reich there was no concentration of effort,
as on previous occasions,

Luftgau Western PFrance

Bombs were dropped at Divesesur=Mer at 0812 hours, 10 km west of
Le Havre at 0817 hours and 5 km north-east of Grandchamp~les-Bains at
0934 hours, No damage was reported.

At 1155 hours a Blenheim approached Cherbourg-West airfield, Owing
to intense AA fire the aircraft turned back and dropped 5 = 8 bombs into
the sea, AA hits on the aircraft!s fuselage and wings werce observed,

At 1204 hours an attack was made on Carpiquet airficld south-west of
Coen, Two old empty hangars were hit, but no other damage or casualtics
resulted, v

Iuftgau Belgimzyorthern France '
Between 1130 and 1330 hours attacks were made on airfields at
St. Inglevert, Boulogne, amiens and on several other places on the French
coast, No damagec of any importance resulted, Casualties amounted to one
killed and several injured, :

Between 1800 and 2330 hours there were five incursions, penetrating
about as far as Nemur, No banbs or damage werec reported., Defence by AA and
fighters had no apvarent effect.
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Luftgau Holland

Bombs were dropped at Flushing airfield at 1110 hours and at Leeuwarden
airfield at 1330 and 1430 hours. No damage was reported, most of the bombs
falling in the vicinity of the airfields, Casualties to Dutch civilians
amounted to seven killed, five scriously injured and six slightly injured,
A Blenheim was shot down by fighters south-west of Den Helder.

Between 2000 and 0200 hours incursions were made by 22 aircraft. 21
of which flew on into western Germany. No bombs were dropped on Holland,
One aircraft was shot down by f:l.ghters at Flushing, An officer was taken
prisoner,

At about 0350 hours an attack was made on Bergenwan=Zee airfield, Two
aircraft were set on fire and another four were damaged., Casualties
amounted to three killed and several injured,

AA defence had no apparent effect,

The Reich

Between 2100 and 0100 hours there were 21 incursions over the
frontiers of Belgium and Holland as far as the line Meppen - Osnabrueck -
Paderborn = Honnef = Schnee Eifel,

Bombs were dropped at six places, No damage of any importance resulted
and so far no casualties have heen reported,

AA was active, particularly in the Ruhr, but without apparent effect.,
AA defence prevented enemy aircraft from aiming their bombs, Barrage
balloons were put up on the northern outskirts of the Ruhr (without success).
Night fighters did not take off owing to weather conditions. '

Altogether 23 British aircraft (of eleven squadrons) were definitely
identified,

GREAT BRITAIN

Reconnaissance
Little or no shipping movements were obscrved in the Chamnel and along
the east coast,

Details of Reconnaissance on 30 July

Alrfields:

Littlestone, No aircraft observed,

0821 hours:

N of Iiverpool, Dummy airfield definitely identified,

time not stated:

Shipping in Ports:

Plymouth, 1 large warship,

between 2035 2 large merchant ships and
and 2053 hours: several smzll merchant ships,
Milford Haven, 5 small ships and

time not stated; 3 small flying boats,

Shipping Movements:

Between Bexhill 3 patrol boats (statlonau:y)
and Bastbourne,
0747 hours:
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Channel,

about 0800 hours:

25 lm B of
Bastbourne, .

1100=1200 hours:

Channel, -
1200 hours: -

Bristol Ch,
1200 hours:

10 km ESE of
Orfordness,
1350 hours;

Cromer -
Lowestof't,
1400 hours:

10 km E of
Gt. Yarmouth,
1405 hours:

Arca Dover =
Basthourne,
1410 hours:

15 km BSE of
Orfordness,
1500 hours:

E of Harwich,
1505 hours:

4% km E of
Gt. Yarmouth,
1530 hours:

35 km SE of
Harwich,
1550 hours:

32 km B of
Harwich,
1600 hours:

Between 1640
and 1715 hours:

Channel:

15 km 8 of
I. o, Wight:

Channel,
1830 hours:

25 km ESE of
Lowestof't,
1925 hours:
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No shipping movements between
Start Point and Scilly Islands,

6 merchant shi_ps , apparently sta'{:iona.ry.‘

No shipping movements in the
Portland = Start Point area,

No shipping movements in W part
of the channel,

6 warships moving at full speed
on NW course,

No shipping movements observed
off the coast. o

4 merchant ships on W course,
No shipping movements observed,
3 destroyers_ on NW course,

Convoy comprising
11 merchant ships and
3 destroyers on NW course,

3 destroyers moving at full speed
on N course,

6 mine~sweepers on SSW course,

Convoy comprising
14 merchant ships and
2 destroyers on SSW course.

No shipping movements in area
between Selsey and Portland,

1 submarine, diving, on E course,

No shipping movements between
Bournemouth and Dartmouth.

Convoy coamprising
1 large passenger ship,
2 tankers and
1} merchant ships escorted by

1 cruiser and
2 destroyers moving at medium
speed on N course, '
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Between 2035
and 2053 hours:

Falmouth Bay:
About 5 km S

of Fowey:

0ff Plymouth:
Time not stated:

Channel:
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1 medium merchant ship and
6 small merchant ships.

1 destroyer on W course,

2 destroyers.

No shipping movements in the areas
I. o, Wight = Portland - Start Point
and Caen - S coast of England,

on 30 July and during the night of 30/31 July bombers (without fighter

Day,

Norwich,
0635 hours:

5 km 8 of
Svanage, -
1225 hours:

off Gt. Yarmouth,
1350 hours:

Off Harwich,
time not stated:

150 km W of
Scilly Islands,
time not stated:

Scilly Islands,
time not stated:

Southend,
2130 hours:

20

escort) attacked the following targets:

50 kg delayed action bcmbs were
dropped on an aircraft factory.
One bomb hit a hangar in the W
part of the factory and seven of
a stick of 19 bambs dropped across
the E part of the factory fell in
the target area,

2 British MTB's were attacked.

No hits observed,

1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons; one
250 kg bomb fell directly behind
the ship's stern. The ship stopped
(propellor apparently damaged). Two
aircraft broke off owing to damage
to engines and instruments,

1 merchant ship; the four 250 kg bombs
fell wide of the target.

1 destroyer,; the five 50 kg'bombs fell -
a shipts width away to port.

1 patrol boat; tv}o 250 kg ‘bambs dropped.
No hits scored,

4As the airfield could not be located
owing to bad weather and searchlight
activity, searchlight positions were
-attacked as an alternative target., The
20 50 kg bombs which were dropped were
well placed,

Balloons above the clouds on the E out=
skirts of London were shot up (height
800 ~ 1,000 metres). The balloon barrage
was hauled down, apparently as a result
of these attacks, . :
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Night
About 0100 hours:

Hucclecote:
" Avonmouth:

Bristol:

About 0130 hours:

Plymouth
Harbour:

Swransea:

St, AthB.Tl
airfield:

About 0300 hours:

Chester:

Area N of
Liverpool:

Wolverhampton:
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Aircraft works, Bffect not observed
owing to bad weather,

-

Fuel storage installation, Effect not
opbserved owing to weather,

16
5

250 kg bombs,
50 kg bombs and
8 incendiary oil=bambs were dropped on
the Filton aircraft works, ILarge fires
observed,

Large fires observed,

Fire observed in harbour installations,

6 250 kg bombsg
22 50 kg bambs and
4 incendiary canisters were dropped.
Bffect not observed, .

Broughton aircraft factory., (Target .
not definitely identified). BTffect
not observed,

Bombs dropped,

60 50 kg basbs were dropped on
- searchlight positions.

During the night of 30/31 July 9th Fiiegerdivision carried out a

special operation.

Details of Defence on 30 Julw

M.ghters: .

E of Gt. Yarmouth,
1350 hours:

Soout 30 km E
of Harwich,
. 1600 hours:

25 km SE of
Lowestoft,
1800 hours:

S of Plymouth,
between 2035

and 2053 hours:
Liverpool, i
time not stated: -

Single fighters observed during armed
reconnaissance of shipping.

S,evefal Spitfires,
3 Spitfires over convoy.
2 fighters,

2 night fighters,
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AA Artillery:
Norwich, Light AA on E outskirts and heavy AA
0635 hours: 2 km SE and SSE of Norwich, Badly
placed in both cases.
10 km E of Heavy AA from warships.
Gt, Yarmouth, :
1405 hours:
Plymouth, Heavy AA,

between 2035
and 2053 hours:

Liverpool, Heavy AA,

time not stated:

Searchlights:

Southend Intense searchlight activity.
airfield,

2300 hours;

Liverpool, Intense searchlight activity.
Wolverhampton,

Cardiff,

Bristol and

Southampton,

time not stated:

Barrage Balloons:

London, : A large‘nwnber of balloons at 800 =
2300 hours: 1,400 metres and about 2,000 metres
apart on N and E outskirts,

ATLANTIC

A Do 17 dropped five 50 kg bombs in an attack on a destroyer south of
Ireland, The bombs fell a ship!s breadth to port and were ineffective,

in unmanned and stationary Greek steamship of 5,000 tons was observed
in the Bay of Biscay, Nearby there were three men in a boat showing the
white flag. Nothing further to report.

Total Aircraft Losses on 30 Julx,’ 1940

Germans 2 Ju 881g
‘ 1 Me 110
.1 He 114
Ay adroraft
Enemy: '
In Alr Combat: 2 Blenheims.
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STTUATION T SQUTHERN THEATRE

ATR SITUATION

Reconnalissance

Mediterrancan

30 July:

According to reconnaissance reports timed 0800 hours, the Alexandria
Squadron has returned to port. At 1710 hours recomnaissance observed the
following vessels in Alexandria harbour:

5 battleships,

1 aircraft-carrier,
10 cruisers,
14 destraoyers,

6 flying=boats and

1 ship on W course outside the harbour,

Nothing of particular importance was observed by intensified
recomaissance along the coasts of Algeriay, Greece, Crete and between Sicily
and the Egyptian frontier,

Libya

28 July:
An Ro 37 was shot down by enemy f:.ghtcrs during a reconnaissance flight
covering an arca of 100 km around Amseat,

East Africa

26 July: :

Nothing of partlcular importance was observed by reconnaissance over
the Sudan, the frontier of British Somaliland, along the coast of Italian
Somaliland between Mogadisco and Chisimiao and over north=eastern Kenya.

27 = 29 July:
Nothing of particular importance was observed by reconnaissance over
the various fronts and the central Red Sea.

Italian Onerations

Idbya

28 July:
In an air battle with three Blenheims over the northern sector of the
front three Cr 32's shot down one of the enemy aircraft,

29 July:
An enemy tent camn south of Sollum was attacked during armed
reconnaissence over the area Bir el Gobi - /Amseat = Sollum.

Bast Africa

27 July:
Small-calibre bcmbs were dropped on an enemy detachment west of ILake
Rudolf during armed reconnaissance over the frontier of northern Kenya.

29 July:

On the Sudan front a few lorries were shot up south of Khashin el
Girba, Three Italian fighters attacked encmy field positions west of
Hargeisa airfield (western Somaliland).

In an attack on warships and merchant ships in Aden harbour a direct -
hit with a medium~calibre bomb was scored on one ship,
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Enemy Operations

Libya
29 July:

An attack on Derna was prevented by the Italian fighter screeh.
Bast Africa

26 July:
An unsuccessful attack was made on Assab airfield.

In an attack on Mille airfield (300 km south~west of Assab)- two
aircraft on the ground were damaged.

LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REPORT NO,330 (1 August 121!-0)

Operations on 31 July and during the night of 31 July/4 Auguste19L0

ATR STTUATION

GERMAN TERRITORY (the Reich and Occupied Areas)

Luftgau Belgium/Northern France
Between 1700 and 0200 hours there were five enemy incursions in the
coastal area, No bambs were dropped.

Luftgau Holland

During 31 July several enemy aircraft flew over on the way to Germany.
Bambs were dropped on a passenger ship at Urk Island (two killed and three
injured) and mines were probably dropped at Ijmulden.,

AA defence had no apparent effect.
A Blenheim was shot down by fighters west of Ijmuiden.

Between 2300 and 0345 hours incursions were made by 15 enemy aircraft,
most of which flew on into the Reich., Bombs were dropped at five places.
A few houses were set on fire, but no other damage resulted. :

The Reich

Betiwreen 0730 and 1415 hours there were several enany incursions as far
as the line Norderney = Bremen - Hamnover = Einbeck = Venlo, Bombs were
dropped at Paderborn (one killed and six injured)., Thirteen bambs were
dropped on a dummy installation, damaging a dummy construction.

Between 2340 and 0330 hours there were 30 enemy incursions from the
North Sea and over the frontiers of Holland and Belgium as far as the line
Laaland = Peine = Eschwege =~ Krefeld., Bombs were dropped at seven places.
At Hanmover four houses in the centre of the city were badly damaged
(several killed and injured).

AA defence had no apparent effect.

DB 25796/ - RESTRICTED




RESTRICTED

- 110 -
Denmark
About 0930 hours an enemy aircraft-attacked Aalborg airfield
(several killed and injured). At about 1000 hours the aircraft was shot
down by fighters on its return flight.

Altogether 38 British aircraft (of twenty squadrons) were definitely
identified. )

GREAT BRITATN

Recomnaissance

Details of Reconnaissance on 31 July

Shipping in Ports:

Portland, v ' 1 medium freighter,

1530 hours: : several small freighters and
» 2 destroyers (?)

Falmouth, 10 merchant ships and

2045 hours: - 1 warship (?).

‘ Shipping Movements: ‘

70 km NE of ' No shipping movements.

Humber Estuary,
0730 hours:

5 km SE of . 3 merchant ships (6-8,000 tons),

Gt. Yarmouth, 1 merchant ship (4,000 tons) and

0735 hours: 2 merchant ships (1-2,000 tons)
on E course. '

Harwich = 10 km No shipping movements on any

N of Gt. Yarmouth, appreciable scale observed.

0735 hours:

60 km W of A large mumber of small ships.

Pembroke,

1000 hours:

Area off Peterhead No convoys or warships.
to Newcastle,
1100-1230 hours:

25 km E of | 8 merchant ships (5-8,000 tons),
Harwich, course not observed.

1140 hours: -

40 km S of : : 6 merchant ‘ships moving at 7-9 knots
Lowestoft, on WNW course.

) 1200 hours:

Coast from -~ No shipping movements observed

Bastbourne (visibility down to 2 km).

to Margate,

1300 hours:

Channel, . No shipping movements- ocbserved.

1315 hours:
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Bristol Ch, " Nothing of particular importance
1400 hours: observed at ‘T outlet. =~
Channel, Apart from two patrol boats on
1400 hours: course for Weymouth 8 km S of

Portland Bill, there were no
shipping movements in the area
Portland - Lyme Bay.

Area Portland ' "

-~ Weymouth, No shipping movements.

1530 hours: .

40 km E of 6 cruisers (8-10,000 tons) moving back
Orfordness, , and forth in various directions.
1550 hours:

Falmouth Bay, . 27 ships of various sizes, ten S and
1743 hours: , 17 ENE of Falmouth.

25 km SE of L. torpedo boats on N course.
Lowestoft,

1920 hours:

25 km SSE of 2 patrol boats on N course.
Lowestof't,

1920 hours:

40 km ENE of 4 destroyers on N course.
Orfordness, ' '

1930 hours:

Channel, No shipping movements observed.
2300 hours: ' :

Off Middlesbrough, Convoy comprising
0315 hours: 30 = 40 merchant ships on N course.

Interim Evaluation of Photographic Reconnaissance
carried out on 31 July, 1940

Airfields:
Morfabowyns No aircraft observed.
1 hangar under consiruction.
Colerne: _ 9 aircraft,
21 hangars,
2 hangars under construction.
Larkhill: 3 aircrafte.
Boscombe Down: 26 aircraf't.
Calshot
seaplane base: _ 12 seaplanes,
5 hangars.
Lee-on~Solents 21 aircraft,
L, hangars.

Airfield partly obscured by clouds.
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On 31 July and during the night of 31 July/1 August bombers = some
of them with fighter escort -~ carried out the following attacks:

Day

The effect of the following attacks was not observed:

Sea area W of
Scilly Isles:

About 1300 hours:
1030 hours:

1700 hours:

1830 hoﬁrs:

S of Portland,

0745 hours:

Dover,
1800 hours:

Night

- About 0120 hours:

out a special operation.

Swansea and
Newport:

Port Victoria:

Stanlow (E of
Liverpool):

1 merchant ship of 8,000 tons;

12 250 kg bombs dropped.

1 merchant ship of 12,00'0 tons;
2 250 kg bombs dropped.

1 merchant ship of 1,000 tons;
2 250 kg bombs dropped (one near miss).

1 merchant ship (size not known);

10 250 kg bombs dropped.

1 merchant ship (size not known).

Barrage balloons were attacked,
two of them being shot down.

Shipping was attacked.
Effect not observed. .

Fuel storage instalia‘bion.
Fires observed.

0il dock. Effect not observed.

During the night of 31 July/1 August 9th Fl:Legerd:.v:.sn.on carried

In an air battle above Dover at 1655 hours four Spitfires were shot
down and another was probably destroyed.

According to a Navy report the cruiser which was attacked in the
Channel by dive~bombers on 29 July sank at about midnight after an
explosion.

Details of Defence on 31 July

Pighters:

Thames Estuary;
1550 hours: -

Dover and
Folkstone,
1845 hours:

AA Artillery:

5 km SE of

DB 25796/1

Gt. Yarmouth 9
0740 hours:

RES

1 fighter, type not identified.

Fighters climbing, number and
type not known.

Slight and badly placed AA fram
ships which were attacked.
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Barrage Balloons:

5 km S of 14 balloons at 1,800 metres.
Dover,

1740 hours:

Folkstone, ' 14 balloons at 1,800 metres.

1845 hours:

Total Aircraft Losses on 31 July, 1940

German: ' 2 He 111's
Enemy:
In Air Combat: 1 Blenheim at Alkmaar

1 Blenheim at Lemnick
4 Spitfires at Dover
1 Lockheed Hudson at Kristiansand

7 aircraft

also:

1 Spitfire probably destroyed at Dover
2 barrage balloons destroyed at Dover

.

Special Observations and Experiences

In addition to Empire flying-boats, Douglas aircraft of K.L.M. with
British markings are being used on the Britain (Poole) - Portugal (Lisbon)
air route. '

According to prisoners! statements, some of the new Westland Whirlwind
twin-engined fighters and the Handley Page Halifax four-engined bombers
have already arrived at squadrons and occasional appearances by aircraft of
these types must therefore be expected. It is not yet known whether the
Whirlwind has a conventional or twin-boom fuselage, as prototypes of both
designs were developed.

STTUATION IN SOUTHERN THEATRE

AIR SITUATION

Reconnaissance

Mediterranean

31 July:

Reconnaissance was carried out over the entire Mediterranean area
between the lines Majorca - Algiers in the west and Rhodes — Port Said
in the east. The following observations were made:

SW of Sardinia, 1 enemy submarine about 100 km
‘0700 hours: o SW of the S tip of Sardinia.
Crete, 17 ships of unknown nationality in
1000 hours: various ports along the N coast.
lialta, ) No change.

4000 and

1900 hours: -

A Cr 42 of the fighter escort and a Gloucester were shot down.
Another Gloucester was probably destroyed. '
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. Alexandria
1215 hours: 4 cruiser and
1 destroyer entering port.
5 battleships,
1 aircraft—carrier,
9 cruisers and
several destroyers in the harbour.
1710 hours: 3 battleships,
8 cruisers and
several destroyers.
20 km W of 2 battleships,
Alexandria, . . 1 aircraft-carrier,
1710 hours: ’ ‘ 1 cruiser and
several destroyers.
Libya
30 Julys

Nothing of particular importance was observed by recomnaissance over
Giarabub, Esh Scegga and Ridotta Capuzzo.

A Cr 32 did not return from a patrol over the area Bir el Gobi -
Bardia - Tobruk. : ot

Ttalian Operétions

Mediterranean

30 July: o
' Bombers fram Rhodes attacked two ships at Cape Litinos. (south of
Crete) at 1615 hours and three cruisers and three destroyers 90 km south
of Scarpanto Island (east of Crete) at 1630 and 1830 hours.

Libya

30 July:
An effective low-level attack with machine-guns and small-calibre
bombs was made on a hut camp at Sollum.

Eagt Africa

29 July:

According to a report on the attack on Aden, two ships each received
a direct hit with a medium~calibre bomb and several hits were scored on the
fuel storage ingtallation in the harbour.

Enemy Operations

Bast Africa

29 Julys ‘
A Blenheim was brought down in an unsuccessful attack on Assab airfield.

Ttalian fighters prevented attacks on Archico (near Massaua) and
Asmara. The Moyale - Tuca road (north-west of Moyale, northern frontier
of Kenya) was attacked, but no damage of any importance resulted.
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GROUND SITUATION
. Libya
28 - 30 July: v
Italian fast-moving formations continued operations against groups
~ of enemy tanks in the area Sidi Azeis - Ridotta Capuzzo - Bardia (north-

eastern corner of Libya). Artillery was active on both sides.

Bast Africa :

An enemy supply column was captured during the continued occupation
of the Kurmuk area (approximately 10° north, 34° east).

SITUATION AT SEA

According to reports, the Gibraltar Squadron left port on an easterly
course at 0900 hours on 31 July. Nothing further is known concerning the
position of the formation, which comprised the following:

3 battleships,

2 aircraft-carriers ("Ark Royal" and
n Argus"),

4 cruisers and
several destroyers.

Italian Operations :
3 During the last few days convoys were sent to Tripoli and Benghazi
' under air cover., As yet there have been no incidents. The last transports
should have arrived at Tripoli by 1100 hours on 31 July. '

4

A.H.B. 6 Distribution

Same as for translation VII/119
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