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FOREWORD,

The object of this first ooliecticn is to present,

in readily accessible and concise form, the views of the German

war leaders on the effects of Air Power on the course

of the late War. By the use of short extracts from original

German documents, and from Allied interrogation

reports, an attempt has been made to show the effects

of German, and later of Allied air supremacy on the

different campaigns of the War as seen through

German eyes. A further collection will be issued in

due course.

A.H.B^.6 .
Air Ministry.

August, 19^7.

G.I68198.
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IlffiEX BY FilRSONALITIBS.

Name. Extract No.

The PUEHEER IX(e).

.Ia(c), IX(d), IX(e) Vlll(e)

VIl(c).

II, III(a), Ill(b), VI, VII(d).

Ill(a).

VII(g).

Grand Admiral DOENITZ

Field Marshal GOERING

General JOEL

Field Marshal KEITEL

General VON KLUGE

General ROLLER X.

General LOEHR 1(b).

General EELZ 1(a).

Colonel PETERSEN VIII(d).

VII (e), VII(f).

Vll(a).

Vll(b), VIIl(c).

VIII(b).

Field Marshal ROM'iEL

Field Marshal VON RUITDSTEDT

Reiohsminister SPEER

Doctor YfAGENFUEHR
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I.

THE EiJRLY GERIiL'iN VICTORIES

a) Extract from s-peech delivered by General PELZ. AOC PliegerkoiTis X

on 10,10, 19/jA»

('Doc. N0.8A-229S.')

..... In 1939} the Army and Air Forco hegan the fight equipped
v/ith v/eapons and personnel superior both quantitatively and

qualitatively to those of the enemy
factors emerged during the course of the campaigns against
Poland and France, - the amazing effect of strong tank units and
the vital importance of the Air Force
that the significance of air pov/er was not at that tirne fully
understood by the Army
for it is largely as a result of this lack of appreciation that
we have been reduced to our present plight "

Two fundamentally new

It is certain

.  I mention this fact particularly,• ■ « •

b) General LOEHR .(AOC-in-C. Luftflotto A during the Crete oamnaign.
writing on air operations during the Battle of Poland, fdated
1.1.6.19AA). (A.H.B.6. Translation No.VII/^^.)

..... For the first time, the Air Force was to operate as an
independent arm, altering conceptions of strategy which had
remained unchanged since the earliest days of history. For
the first time, the Air Forco v/as to be enployed against the
enemy not only on the battlefield, - but also far from it, -
in such a way that the defeat of the enemy would in great part
be due to the Air Force "

£81.98.,
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II.

NORWAY

dated 12.6.19AO.Extracts fron report by General JODL

dealing with the operations in Nonvav and Denmark.

(Doc. No.WC/55).

"The Air Force proved to be the decisive factor in the success

of the operation. It bore the main burden of the fight against the
enemy fleet, \7hich v/as nui^iorically far superior to our Navy, amd alone
m0.de it possible to bring by the I0th of June sixpplies, reinforcements
and relief to the Narvik group T/'hich v/as fighting alone - without any
land or sea communications. The Air Force ha.s provided a proof,
decisive for the future developments , that no fleet (however strong
it my be) can operate in the long run within the close effective
range of an enemy Air Force. Thus the German Air Force succeeded in
driving away the enemy naval forces v/hich were from time to time in
the vicinity of the Norvregian coast after our landing,
enormous losses on the enemy shipping taking part in the landing near
Nardsos and Andalsnes and on that engaged in the withdrawal from these

places. Its proudest success v/as the destruction of an English battle
ship on the of May in the sea area of Nansos. The rapid occupation
of Oslo and Stavanger as early as the 9th April v;as only made possible
by the employment of parachutists and airborne troops. Bombers and
dive-bombers shattered the nerves of the crevra of the enemy coastal
batteries in Oslo Fjord and at Christiansand and hastened their
surrender,"

I  inflicted

"As ever, the Air Force intervened effectively in the ground
fighting and, bet\TOcn Oslo and Bergen, and in particular betvireen Oslo
and Trondhjem, interrupted rear cormunications and interfered T/ith the
bringing up of reinforcements. Before land communication v/as effected
betv/een Oslo and Trondhjem, the Air Force ferried over many thousand
men to Trondhjem as reinforcements. With its fighters and heavy
fighters it dominated the skies from the very first day and was never
discouraged by difficulties, however great they might be, when setting
up new airfields,"

"That the heroic resistance of the Narvik group ended in

complete victory is, together with great successes in the Western

theatre of war, to be ascribed to the operations of the Air Force,

1.168190.
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III. THE. .INVASION OP . BEET AIN.

a) Extract.J!rora.^.operational, ord.er .signed.By Field Ivlarshal KEITEL and

General. JODL , on 1 2.7»,i SAP,* ealing .'with ..Preparations^ _for_th0
invasion, of..Britain,....!Operation VSea-Lion')
Doc. No,. WG/J.7.,)

Therefore a landing •ftdll
only be possible on the Southern Channel coast where we can substitute

our lack of sea supremcy by air supremacy

England is in command of the seas.

• ft • •

the tasks of the Air Force vn.ll be to prevent the intervention

of the enemy Air Force, and to attack the enemy Naval Forces far

away from the crossing points, to overcome coastal defences which

can operate against the landing points, to break the resistance of

the enemy ground troops, to annihilate advancing reserves, and to •

destroy the most important lines of transport necessary for the

bringing up of reinforcements

ft ft ft ft

ft ft ft ft

D) Extract from speeon made by General JODL at Hunlcb on 7.

(Doc. No. L.172. Office of li. S. Chief of Counsei.)

The landing in England, prepared for down to the smallest
detail, could not be attempted vdiile the British air arm had not

been completely beaten, and this we were not able to do

No one could take it upon himself to allow the Geiman Air Force to
bleed to death in the Battle of Britain in -view of the struggle which

still lay before us against Soviet Russia "

ft ft ft ft

c) E.xtra.c.t...fi'.om. 8th Abteilung Staff _Studyj 'The Course of the
Air .37a.r_.against_ England' ,.»...lat ed...7.».7,..194A*
(A.ji-.B., 6, Translation No. vii/26..)

The participation of the Luftwaffe in the qioick successes of

the Army in Poland, Norway, and France had been the deciding factor
in the battle. The destruction of the enemy Air Forces in the

shortest time had created the preliminary conditions for a German

victory on all fronts. The significance of the Air Force would be
even greater in attacks on England, as only by the use of air power

it possible to attempt to surmount the strategic advantages of

England's island position "
(This quotation refers to the preparations made for the invasion
in 1940.)

ft ft ft ft

v/as
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IV. CR.E_.T

B:x;tracts_fVpm._a,, Ropgrt__issued , by_ Luft 28j, IJ , 1941.
(a. H. B. 6, Translation No. VI1/24.)

The weakest point in the British defence of Crete was the

absence of their Air Force during the decisive days of the
action

condition for the success of an airborne attack. During the
operations on Crete, this was achieved by the conplete
elimination of the enemy Air Force. T/l/here this is not possible,
strong forces of fighters and fighter-bombers are required for
the protection of the landing areas "

The powerful attacks carried out by F.liegerkorps VIII in
support of the land battles on Crete, and the effective
protection of the landings, v/ere decisive factors in the
success of the operation. It was thanks to this air support that
the landings took place without greater losses, and that the
stubborn resistance of the enauy was finally broken

• « • •

Absolute aerial supremacy is the essential

• • » •

» • » •

The battle against the British Fleet v/as decided in favour

Thus it was established that enemy warships

• • • •

of the Luftvra.ffe.

operating in a confined area can be neutralised by air attack
Attacks of this kind, together v/ith the protection of supply
shipping, require strong forces especially trained in anti-shipping
operations, and depend also on favourable weather conditions

• • • (

The increasing attacks carried out against the British
warships eventually silenced their strong and effective anti

aircraft guns. In the afternoon of the second day, on which
the raa.in attack was launched, anti-aircraft fire had ceased
almost completely, and the mass attacks of Fliegerkorps VIII were
afterwards doubly effective. Aircraft-carriers no longer dared
to come v/ithin the range of the Luftwaffe "

• • • •

G, 168198
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V.

THB DIEEPE KJ\[DIWGS.

August 194.2,

Extracts fron 8th. Abteilung Staff Study, dated 27-A. 194’-!-.
(Doc. N0.8A-2A72.')

"  The large-scale coastal landing operations v/hich have
talcen place during the present war would not have been
practicable without the co-operation of the Air Force .,

During the landings at Dieppe on August 19th, 1942, support
by the Air Force and consequent air supremacy, was necessary
to equalise the position in view of the nuirnrical inferiority
of the ground troops landed and the weakness of the naval

forces. Air power v/as also essential to protect the very
vulnerable Allied transport shipping

s » « t

"  As a result of the experience gained during the Dieppe
operation as to the necessity of air supremacy, the Allies
made certain of such supremacy in all subsequent landing
operations

.168198.
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VI.

THE C/uViPMGN

19h.2/l9L^.

Extract fron speech nade by General JODL at Munich
on 7.11.19L^.

(Doc. No.L-172. Office of U.S. Chief of Council)

The great operation planned against the Delta of the
Nile in 1942/43 failed owing to our insufficient strength and
inadequate supplies
opponents showed themselves to he superior hoth technically
and numerically in the air over the Mediterranean
Some of the finest German divisions fell victims to the

stranglehold of a superior enemy Air Force on our supplies hy
sea "

For the first time our Western

G. 168198.
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VII.

THE iXLIED IWi:.SION OF WORTH-YfflSTERN EUROPE 19U^A5.

a) Field~Marshal RUHDSTBnr, (interroff3.tion).
(A.D. I. (K) Report No. 3^6A/19Z^5'.T

Allied heavy honber attacks on the G-eman Amy considerably
reduced its power to resist the Allied offensive. Duriny the carapaign
in Nomandy in 1944> the laying of a bomb carpet in front of the

advancing Allied troops considerably facilitated the task of
infantry and amour
coast also rdninised artillery opposition to the landing fleets and
softened up the coastal defences
attacks on Gerrian coranunications had the effect of holding up our
offensive for some 1A days, and prevented the transport of troops
and supplies as quickly aa scheduled. Rail traffic West of the Rhine
was actually brought to a complete standstill, v/ith the result that
road connunications v/ero strained to the utmost "

.  The bombing of German positions on the• • • •

In the Ardennes, the Air

ti) Reichsninister SPEER, (interrogation.)
D.I.(K) Ronort No.3A9/l9A5)

"  ..... Transport difficulties caused by Allied air attacks were
decisive in causing the swift broakdovm of the Ardennes offensive

Even before the offensive began, the supply organisation was
blocked and disorganised by the bad traffic conditions oh' the
right bank of the Rhine, so that' it proved impossible, for example,
to trace the most vital fuel trains quickly, and get them up to the
troops, l/'/hile the offensive was in progress, it was impossible for
the railway to keep pace with the advance. On the contrary, our
most advanced railheads were withdrawn fuirther and further back

during the offensive owing to the,continuous air attacks "

• • « •

c) Field Marshal GOERING. (interrogation.1
(A.P.Yir.I.D. (Ninth Air Force Ady, 6g/19A^. ) )

"  ..... GOERING attributed the Allied victory over Germany to two
main factors, the successful invasion, end above all, the
irresistible numerical superiority of the Allied Air Forces,
Apart from all other aspects, he emphasised the devastating effect
of such superiority on the morale of the ground forces,
jillies owe the success of the invasion to their Air Forces. They
prepared the invasion, they made it possible, and they carried
it through.' Without the Allied Air Forces, GOERING claimed, it
vrould have been possible to bring up German reinforcements and
make full use of armoured units".

The

/ (a)

1.168198.
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d) General JOIiL on 19.’5.45. (interrogation)
(Dos.- -No.B. 1771. ) ■

"  I an of the. opinion that had v/e been able, to  , oppq se the
Allies in the air in cqua.1. strength the jtnglo  - iinerican invasion
T/ould have been repulsed. Success was due solely to unquestioned
Allied air suprcnacy "

e) Extract fron renort by Field Iviarshal ROIil'IEL
to Field Marshal ICBITEL on 11.^. 19AlT!

Our operations in Nornandyarc rendered exceptionally
difficult, and in part inpossible, by-the strong and often over-
whelning superiority of the eneny Air Force
conpletc control of the air over the battle area up to a distance of
about 100 kn. behind the front, and with powerful fighter-bonber  and

bomber formtions, imobilises almost all traffic by da.y on roads or
in open country ”

The enemy has• t « « »

"  Movements of our troops on the battlefield by day are thus
almost entirely impossible, v/hile the enemy can operate without

hinderance. In the country behind, all roads are. e.xposed to continual
attack, and it is therefore very difficult to bring up the necessary
supplies of fuel and munitions "

"  Neither our flaJc nor our Air Force seems able to put an end
to these crippling and destructive air attacks. Our troops are
f i.ghting as v/ell as they can v/ith the means available , but ai’^inunition
is scarce, and can be supplied only, under the most difficult conditions.

f) Extract from report by Field Mai-shal ROM.QilL
■  • to Field Marshal VON KLUGE on 15.7.1911..

"  ..... The position on the Normandy front is becoming daily vaore
difficult, and is approaching a serious crisis.- 0v;-ing to the
intensity of the fighting, the exceptionally strong material supplies
of the enemy, especially in artillery and a.nnoured vehicles, and the
operation of their Air Force, which coniaands the battlefield unchecked,
our oT/n losses are so high that the fighting strength of the divisions
is rapidly sinking. Due to the disruption of the I'ailvgxys and the

attacks carried out on major and minor roads up to 150.km.' behind
the front, only the most essential supplies can be delivered to the

.troops. Conditions are unlikely to improve in the future, as enemy
air activity is likely to become: even more intense by reason of their
occupation of the many a-irfields in the bridgehead 

"

e) xtract- from report by Field Ma^rshal VON KLUGE■S

to HITLER on 21.7.U-.

.. My discussions with field Coniraanders near Caen yesterday have
convinced me that in our present position, there is no strategy
possible that will counter-balance the annihilating effect of the
enemy corjraand of the air "

• • •

/ Whole

G. 168198.
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Tm ̂ IZD IWi^IPN OF NQEPH-Fai:ST3M aUHjPB 192)4/1945 (Contd.)

If

\7holo axraourcd fornations noving up to take part in counter

attacks have boon caught by 'bcrib-carpots' of such intensity that
they have been cor.:pletcly destroyed. The psychological effect of
such a hail of bonbs is a factor denanding the nost serious
consideration

• • * t •

11
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iiLLIED BOi'/SING OF GERI':L;NY

a) Extracts fron 8th. Abteilunp Staff Study, -

of the Allied Air Offensive on Gernan Econonic Life,* dated 7.12.1944.

Ta.H.B.6. Trar^ation No.VIl/23.1

Sonc Effects

The air war waged by the Allies until nov/ against Gernan territory
has shown that a pov/erful Air Force can effectively dislocate the econonic

life of a na,tion possessing a nuiacrically inferior Air Force. Prolonged
attacks of groT/ing intensity on bottle-neck industries and corxiunications

imy -vvell decide the outcone of a war

» • • •

t * • •

At the tine of the invasion the Allies denonstrated that rail

connunicatiOns over a wide area can be completely paralysed. Attacks on

roads by lovz-flying ground atta.ck and fighter aircraft ruled out all

possibility of using these arteries by day, and severely hindered their
use by night, and all novenents of personnel and supplies were therefore
brought to a standstill. A siiuilar situation nov/ prevails in the 7/estern
provinces of Gernany, and particularly in the Saar and Ruhr, where unceasing
attacks by enemy bombers on industrial plants and connunications  centres,
and lov/-level daylight blov/s against road and .rail traffic have combined to
produce a very critical situation.

The nature of modern air warfare, the range of present-day'aircraft,
and the devastating effect of the explosives used, have together produced
the most radical effects in our economy."

u

« » • •

b) Extracts fron the 'Rise and Fall of German War Econonv. 1959..1945.
by Dr. WAGENFUEHR. war-time Head of the Statistical Denartnont

of the Planning Division of the Ministry of ilrnaiuent and

V/ar Production, dated 30.7.1945.

During the Sumer of 1944> a new and decisive strain was added to

the many difficulties of Gernan economy, - the systemtic air attacks
directed against comunications and industrial plants
intensification of aerial warfare is best expressed in the tonnage of bombs
dropped on Gernany, (nines, HE., and incendiaries): in 1943i the figure
was approximately 150,000 tons; in 1944, the total v/as beWeen 550,000 tons
and 600,000 tons, of which almost two-thirds were dropped in the second
half of the year "

According to the National Group for Industry, (Reichsgruppe
Industrie), air attacks in March 1944 reduced industrial output by 3/ , and
in October by 6.,. These figures do not include the results of attacks on
the Rhineland and Westohalia In the area concerned, more than one
nillion Trorkinp' hours v;cre lost "

I

# • • «

The incredible• • • « • •

• • • »

0) Reichsninister SPSER. (interrogation).
A.D.I. (KlTR^rt No. 349/l949. )

"  ... The first heavy attack on Hamburg in August 1943 made an extraor
dinary impression, bb were of the opinion that a rapid repetition of this
typo of attack upon another six or so German tovms would inevitably cripple
the v/ill to sustain armaments nianuf'acture and war production. It 7/as I
v/ho first verbally reported to the Fuehrer at that time that a continuation

of these attacks night bring about a rapid end to the war
u

/ As

A168198.
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;JXISD BQJ.'~BING- OF GHKiANY. (Cortinued)

.... As recrards the systenatic assault on the chonical industry \?hich
began on May 12th, 19V]., I had the .inpression that , these attacks
were thebeginning of the long-expected and long feared series of planned
attacks upon industrial econony,a sphere which owing to -its oonTolicated
structure was particularly difficult to restore
tralise.

in hastening th.e end of the v/ar "

and ir.ipo5sible to decen-
In actual fact, this t3/po of attack was the most decisive factor

d) Oberst ESTERS3N. (interro.gation.)
s .one tine Kounodore of l,c ̂
.^d latterly Chief of tu) bschlin axr.orinn.ntal Centro. •
(ii.D., I. (K) . Ronort Mo„ IggA/l 9A5. )

™st effective single factor in the weakening of the Gemon
war effort Ma.s undoubtedly the attacking of oil producing centres and
refineries, i cannot iraaglnc
they switched a large proportj

T.'V.y the Allies loft this so late. Had

-  _ of their Air Forces to; the bonbing of
Gen.ian transport bringing oil from Rounania, and at the sarae time employed
large forces of bombers,on attacking oil producing factories, the war

■  vrould have finished 12 months earlier..  , I'/hen the Allies did at last turn
their attention to these targets, we know that the war was very nearly
over ^

e) Conference betv/een the FUFHRHR
Grand Admiral DO.irnTZ held on 3.2.19li.,^^,
(Admiralty 'Fuehrer Coi

and

mi)oran cos

In connection with '■..■-day' s air attack on Berlin,
expressed his concern rogarCing possible air raids on Stettin and
Swinenunde v/hich would surely have disastrous results because of the heavyconcentration in these cities .'if ncuval and merchant vessels, refusees, and
wounded^ soldiers. These ho,:,-bourc were of decisive ' inportance and'^from a,  ; strategic, point of view the enemy made a mistalcc in attacking Berlin
rather^than these harbours. It could be assumed that political motives
determined the target of the .raid. Everything possible must be done to
protect the sea ports

Adrairal BOEHITZ

11 -
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IX. TJffi AIR WAR AT SEii

a) Extract Dtoiti 8thJ.bt eilimg Staff Study -
Air. jAQrc.e a.nd

Co-operation between the

The effect of the xi.ir Force on sea warfare is of decisive
inportance. This effect is not confined to reconnaissance and
operations in conjunction mth naval forces for the protection of
supply routes. It extends also to attacks on eneny shipping and
harbours in which-the Navy plays no part

• • t •

b) Extracts fron 8th. Abteilung _Staff Study,_,.*The Role of the Jkjraan
Mr Jproe,in^the_Baltle_,’c[a;’ th^^
(/v H.B. 6. Transiation Np. VIl/l2, ),

The nost effective weapon against submarines at sea is the
aeroplane, and British sea routes are therefore planned so as to lie
v/ithin the range of their aircraft
establishing unchallenged air superiority over the convoy routes,
thereby hampering German submarine activity, the less danger v/ill
there be for the entire enemy supply system

• • • •

The more the British succeed• t t •

• • •

in

The operational capacity of our submarines is declining in
proportion to the increase in enemy air activity. The enemy now has
greater forces and improved equipment at his disposal, and his aircraft
have now also a substantially greater range than before Operations
apinst Southbound convoys in the Atlantic have had to be almost entirely
discontinued ov/ing to ovonrhelming British air supremacy, and are
now only possible at the cost of considerable losses of naval craft
Convoys travelling from West to East can still be attacked by
submarines in an ever decreasing sea area between ilmerica and Europe in
which the enemy Air Force is not quite so powerful To combat the
dangers^of this situation, we must intensify our fight against the
eneiuy Air Force over the Atlantic, and at the saine tiiiie endeavour to
provide our submarines with effective air support

• « • •

• • • •

c) Grand Admira 1, .DOENIT Z , on 18.3.1_9y.
(AdndraAtyFuehrer ̂Conferences' 19y. _).

The Air Force is indispensable for the protection of supply
shipping. It is impossible to ward off present and future air attacks
by naval forces alone.... ”

• • • •

d)

The substantial increase of the enemy Air Force is the cause of
the present crisis in submarine warfare.... Our losses have increased
during the^last month from approximately 13^ to aproximately 3C^ of all
our submarines at sea..., I have therefore ordered a withdrawal to the
sea area West of the Azores in the hope of encountering less air
reconnaissance- there.... "

• • • •

e) Conference bet;7een...the. FIBHER_andJrrand..Admjxal DOENITZ. held on
''.P-rA,v1945,._to discuss-.the Allied air raids on German harboxirs and
submarine-, ya.rd.s. ' ” ‘

(Aitoiralty . * Fuehrer Conferences' 1945.).

DOEKITZ reported that since llarch 30th, 24 submacrines had been
sunk and 12 damaged in harbours and shipyards. Nine of those sunk had been
Type XXI, four of v/hich v/ere to go into action in April... In addition,
as a result of these air raids, the fleet had also suffered heavy lossk:

G,i68198 /the
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(Cont.)

The cruiser SCIIEER had capsized, the cruiser HEEPER set
and the EJiEDBW damaged.

on fire,
The numerous Russian attacks on German naval

forces at sea had been alraost entirely unsuccessful, on the other hand-
the Russians had shovm theiaselves in general to be very inefficient in*
the operation of their Air Force against ships at sea.... "

M

The FUEHRER called attention to the fact that in the past as well
the losses suffered by the Na^y had been due abnost exclusively to
enemy air attacks .... ”

t • • t

G. 1:68198
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X. EPILOGUE

'The Collapse viewod from \rlthin', by General__K0UjER.

(A.D.I.K, Report No 3^1945.)

The campaigns in Poland, Holand, Belgium and Prance, and last, but
not least, in Norway had proved unequivocably how important air

Not Germany, who showed what
superior Air Forces and skill in using them could mean, has learned the
lesson, but on the contrary the energy countries, who built 153 a superior
Air Force which could alone lead to victory. As long as y»'o had air
supremacy, nobody interfered with our shipping in the North Sea, along
the German coast and from Holland to Brest, Bordeaux and Spain. The
English Fleet did not show itself, no noticeable traffic dared to enter
the Channel, -they often hardly dared to go into the southern part of
the Irish Sea, and everything was forced to the far north. As long as
we had air supremacy, nobody threatened our industries or the peaceful
life of our homeland, our lines of communication in the Mediterranean
were not interfered with. Had our air supi-emacy been kept up right
from the beginning and at the cost of other armament programmes, we
would not have been defeated in Africa or in the Mediterranean area,"

.With German air supremacy, we would have been able to maintain a
capable industry industry and intact lines of communication, England's
supplies YYould have been badly damaiged before she could have built up
her maximum war production, the massed concentration of Air Forces in
England would not have been so easy as it was; there v/ould have been
no invasion, or it could have been beaten off."

promises were made to build up the largest possible air force
after the close of the Russian War.
to be released from the Arny and were to be sent to the aircraft industry
and the German Air Force. Only the Air Force was to be built up.
In the meantime, however, air armament was placed way down the list;
first were submarines, then tanks, then assault guns, then howitzers,
or Lord knows v»hat, and than came the Air Force. We wore smothered by
the enom^ous superiority of Allied material, because the German High
Command undertook too much on the ground in the East, and because it
did not direct the main weight of armament right from the start towards
air supremacy. ..."

• • • •

supremacy is in a modern war

• • «

• • • •

Millions of soldiers were then

For the future, eveiything depends on air supremacy, eveiything
else must take second place,
appendage of air supremacy,
the Bur’opean and Pacific wars,
value if the eneny has air supremacy,
or does so only to be destroyed.

t • • •

The supremacy of the seas is only an
Look, for exanple, at the developments in

Sven the strongest fleet is of no
It oan no longer leave its ports.

The country that has air supremacy
and vigorously strengthens its air power over all other forms of armament
to maintain that supremacy, will rule the world• • • •

All plans for the defence of a countiy, a continent or a sphere of
interest, or for offensive operations, must be in the hands of the
Air Force Command,
authorities,

must adapt themselves to all requirements in the air, which covers
the entire world and extends to the high heavens.,.. "

• • • •

The Army and Navy Commands are subordinate

Althougb they cannot be done away with entirely, they
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