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SECRET

Many yaers w:.ll probably go by befére a

‘scientific’ and exhaustive history of the oampaign in

- Norway oan be written; for, if this is to be done, the

records of the Norwegia.n Gove:mment and of the Norweglien
army will have to be consulted; and it will also be

-necessary that the German operations in Nomay shall have

been desoribed end explained, The dopqmenj;smtba..tv are
now available do, however, make it possible to examine
what was by us attempted in Norway, and 'izp‘ explain
why thé attempt was é.ba.néoned; but even. this would be
misleading unless the political sources of the campaign
were first considered, . i

ﬁhen war was declared, the three Scandinavian
Governments werg persuaded that the conduct they had

followed i.n the 1ast war was that which was most l:.kely

to save them from the dangers of -the new. one, a.nd as this -

conduc'b had been that they should consult together on all

.

' matters of oommon ooncern, that they should practice

/

& common docvtr:.ne' of neu‘tral rights and duties; that they

should ‘maintain their traditionsl trade with both sets of

" belligerents; and , above all, that thé& should assist

. one another in times of ah_ortage and ‘scarcity, these

yrimiples were enunciated in a communique that was

issued from Copenhagen on Septem’ber 19th, and from

~ Stockholm, (where the three kings had met tvgether)
_October 18th,  The foreign ministers of the three countries

e::plai::éd the tfinne:c' meaning of these proclamations in a
nunber of conver‘s'atioﬁé‘ with our ministers: "the Scandinavian
peoples"' they said "wefe inore -inclined to Great Britain then
to Germany, ‘but everg%ody admirea and feared the power and

the excellence of the German arny, a.nd everybody was

( painfully inpressed that Great Britain's ally ’ Poland, should
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have been 80 quiold.y oonquered The three governments
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were ’ therefore 3 determined to follow a strictly neutral
oourse of oonduct and not to be deflected from it by
o eentiment. ",‘ ) Soandinav:.an neutrality was, subsequently,
. threatened by three movements of public affair,s. two of
these dangers came from the sources whence the Scandinavians
' had alwe(\};s exjpeoted that they would come} the war at sea
and the blocke.de of Germany the third de.nger was unexpected
a.nd it arose thus _
e In Oetober, 1939, the Russian Government informed
the Finnish e.uthorities that- they were not eatisf‘ied with
’ the existing boundaries between . the two countries. The
o Soviet authorities agreed that what they demanded should
be ma.de the ma.tter of a negotiation but the F:Lnnish

plenipotentiaries a.t once discovered that the negot:.at‘ion

a was nominal only, that the Sovu.et authorities were

K

- determined to seize the lerge tracts of Finn:l.sh territories,

A Ll

and to gmison Finnish towns with Soviet soldiers, .end
) tha.t if any pa.rt of their oond:.tions were refused they

( I

| would obtain them by force of arms, The Russians ‘were: not
| hawever, quite ready to atte.ok. Finle.nd when they Pirst 8
presented their conditions R and they allowed the d:l.scuss:.ons
.1Ioon them to be drewn out, until the end of' November, when
_ they attaoked the B‘inns all a.long the frontier. |
‘ The Finns, however, made a better res:.sta.nce “than
anybody ha.d ever. deemed possibke, and Russi.a was expelled
from the Iea.gue s whose authorities :anited all member states
to aesist the Finns :!I‘ they were able to do so, This gave |

e

., an impetus to plans the.t had for long been oontemplmted

3. . PRI

*" hes b”“ MAPI'OJect for seiz:.ng bases :.n F

ot \\,.-..._

Norwa,y had been considered during the last war. This, boweVer,

was a coneequence o:f‘ the war a.t sea. During‘ the twenty
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years of.‘ pea.oe e new motive was added‘ for it then beoame

ev:.den‘l; that the 1oss of the Lorraine ore m:m.es had made

Gema.ny very dependent upon Swed:l.sh ore (wh:!.ch was carried

to Gennan ports through Narvik and through Iulea), and it

. was real:.sed '!:ha.t it would be a serious 'blow to Germany if the
"Narvz.k route could be blooked up, The subject was mantloned,

: though not closely »exe.mi.ned during the Anglo-French Sté.ff

conversa.tions of the year 1939. When, therefore, the
Allied governments ‘oonsidered what assa.stanoe could be given
to Finland, and how it oould be sent there, the orig:mal
plan of stopping the movement of Swedish ove 'bece.me involved
in a bigger plan for opntrollmg the roads a.nd rai.lways of '

northem Swaden, anfl for using them as l:l.nes of co:mnum.cation

and supply for an expeditionazy foroe in Finland

At the begmnmg of the year 1940, however, the
Gowmment was :anlmed to deal with the Na.rv:l.k: ore separately ’
and as a prellminary to the bigger project of br;.nging

northem Scandinavia under our control. Such warn:mgs

as we thought proper to 1ssue were, however, very il

| reoewed by the Swedish and Norwegian Govemments who '

! Y

refuéed to be party to any pla.n for turning the Swedish ore

from the German to 'bhe Br:l.tish market and na.de it olear

B

_that they would vfollow a strictly neutral course of conduct

‘and would res:.st any attempt to malce their countries a

thea.tre of wa.r.

' Meanwhile Germany 8 supplies of Swedish ore had been

: exa.mined by the experts in Whitehall, and on 18th December,l939 R

upon the ma.tter. The su'bstanoe of this report was that if
.Germany could be deprived of the 9,000,000 tons of iron ore

" that she 1mported a.rmually from Sweden, the consequence night

well be fatal to Germen industry and-would have a profound
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'.é’ct‘fect upon the duration of the war. The Cabinet

"'tb.erefore, instructed the- ohief of the steffs \oommittee

.'to report upon "the mmlltax‘y :.mpl:.ce.tions of a pol:.oy .

. aimed at stopping the expoxt of Swedish iron’ ox'e to Germa.ny "
The orefields of Sweden are widely separated. The

fields ¢f Kiruna and Gal:.vaz;e are in the northern part of

Sweden, near the Finnish border. A lzme of rallWay conneots

. the mines to the port of Narvik, on the nor'bh and £o the

pert of Iulea, at the head of the gulf of Bothm.a, for the
‘iron ore is earried to these ‘two places for shlpment ‘abroad.
The oountry all round the minefields is lonelyland lightly
cultivated;. for the long winter mekes farmmg an unprofitable
" business, - Indeed the northern and centrel prov:.nces obtain a
large part of thezr .V:E‘ood‘ _suppln.es from southern Sweden.
" Pew railways traverse northern and central Swed'en;.» a
o ceﬁtfeii' railwey runs south from Gelivere, and a coastal
ra.ilwa.y runs parallel to it. The traffic upen the central
o r"é;ilwéjr is very light:. the ocoastal ra.ilway feeds the
| por'bs ‘and is fairly busy during the summer.

- The southem orefields of Grengesberg lie on the
" ‘nértlidrn edge of the most poplﬂ.atedlpart_qf .'S'\#eden: to
the "South of them, there is a flat, m\;ch euii‘eivated country
that-is covered by a metwork of railways. |

‘This great distance between the two orefields
(550 milés) would of course be of serious ooneequenoe when
any pla.n for oooupying them is considered but what was
even more produetive of d:.ff:.culti.es wes that as the Ba.It:.c
was olosed to us;.so, . we cpuld only approa.oh the ‘Swedish
oref:l.elds through the def':.les in the Norwegian mountan.ns.
‘The magnificent railww syetem of southerp Sweden, on the
other hend, and -the well ‘equipped hafboure 'of"' the Gulf of
Bothnia are separated from Germany by an inland sea. that is

commanded by the Gorman Navy, As with the ports and ran.lways ’
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so with the airfieldez - a fair number of aerodromes in

the flat la.nds ‘of sou;he@ Swedex; and southem Norway

are e.lmost at Germa.ny's door, Those a.ocess:.ble to us are
situa.ted along f;he Norvleg:.e.n coast line round Bergen and
Trondhjem, they a.re ill connected to one another by road or

railway,. ‘and are sepa.rated from Sweden by a grea.t chein of

mountains, The del;.berations on the matter took the following

. course,

/‘ First, ﬁt‘le Chiefsof 'Staff found that any project for

stopping Swedish exports of 1ron ore ‘bo German,y was so connected

.‘to eoonomio matters tha't they were obln.ged to review the

' '.Miniatry of Economic We.rf'are's f'.\.gures afresh .Af‘ber doing

so. they deoided’ 'l:hat all Swed:.sh ore exports to Germa.ny must

. be- stopped for at lea.st a yea.r, _:Lf the oonsequences were to be

fatal to Germany . The Chief's of S'l:ai‘i fa.rst cons:.dered
whether this could be effeoted by sabotage and deca.ded that

it could not., 'It followed therefore, that Swedish exports of

ore to Germehy could only be stopped if Narvik and northern

‘Sweden wers occupied, The military implications of this were

thus e:cplained o

"The attitude of Norway and Sweden has @& very
meterial bearing on the feasibility of British military
operatlons in Scandinavm. "

oA study of the communications in the north leads us
to ‘conclude that a military expedition inlend from Narvik
in’ the face of either Norweglan or Swedish.operation is
not a feasible Opera:t:.on. Our reasons are briefly as
follows: Firstly, we shduld have to prepare for a
1anding R probably opposed, under severe.climatic conditions,
- and without meny of ‘the ex:.sting port facilities, which
might have been demolished,  Secondly it:would be a
simple matter for the Norwegiens or Swedes -to make the
railvay running inland from Narvik unuseble, sither by
the removal of rollinig-stock -or the cutting off of ,
. eleotric power, even“if' they did not demolish it (end the
 Norwegians are known 'to have-mined the railway in six
pleces). In these circumstances we should be faced with
. an. advance across very difficult ground, against an
" .eneny who lmows the country -and is used to the oonditions,
There is no.road linking Narvik with Galivare and to
build a road would be a d:l.ff:.cult undertaking which would
take time,'"
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. "Sim:.lar cons:.&era'b:.onsappﬂ.y to an expedition in
= i southern Noxway or. southem Sweden, which we regard
~ as equally :|.mprac'bicable in t’ha face of. Norweg:.an and
" ‘Swedish: opposa.‘b:.on '

.. - "We'have. also given some cons:.derata.on ‘co the
possibility of’ milrbary opera.tions if the Norwegians and
". Swedes adopt .a purely passive attitude, which they
might do through fear of antagonising Germeny. Under '
* these conditions.we could not count on the ready co-
operata.on of port and railway duthorities; and, although
a military e:xpeda.tion might not be impossible, we feel
~ that we should suffer such serious delays. that the
resulting loss of time would probably be decisive. For
these reasons we are convinced that Norwegian and Swedish
‘v go-operation.is essentidl, and the remainder of this paper
is written ‘on ‘the assumpt:.on that the co-operation is
*. obteined." ... \

: '"Limitatn.on of' our comma.tment in Scandizmva.a.

We antio:.rpa.te that part of the price of obtaining
this co-operationh may be the promise of substantial
Allied military and air support in southern -Sweden,
which is the most. h:.ghly dovelpped and‘populated part
of the: country and._ also the area most vulnerable to
“German attack, Moreover, ‘as we show later, operations in
southern Scaandinavia are desirable for purely military
reasons, in order: ‘40 -obtain strateglo cover for the
more important operation in the north ....' ‘The point
we wish to make here is that it may not be possible"

‘to cenfine our commitment in Sca.nd:.nava.a to a ‘small
expedition in the north."

_ | The Ch:.efs of Steff’ now oons:.aered what forcas would be

, necessary for the purpose s and decided that one or tvm

| diglsions would suffice, provided alyvays.vthat tbe_y were specially
;’ _f'trained angi equ:.pped. ) Theif ’rea.SOns were fﬁesev; o

“Snow oond:.tions persmst in Lulea until the middle
of April and, since ‘it is vital to antiocipate the
Germans in that area, our initial force must be trained
" and equipped for movement on ‘Shiow.: Although French
Alpini units might be sultable, Cenada would probebly
" ‘be the best source on which to draw for personnel of the
- first contingent, sihce the employment of French troops
would inevitebly complicate maintenance problems, It is
. understood that a force of from 5,000 to 7,000 Cenadians
could. probably be organised and despatohed to reaoh Naxrvik
in March, It is clear that a foroe/of this size would be
- insufficient. to prevent a Germen landing, oppose a Germen
' and Russian laad a.dvm«:e and‘ safeguard vulnerable points
*+ . from parachute  troops, end sebotelirs: Any of these threats
. may develop after Apr:.l and a&c‘lititmal forces will then
». " "be- required." T RPN

. "As regards the sige of‘ any subsequent contingents, the

"o railway between’ Narv:.k and Lalea has sufficient oapacity to
support a force of soine sa.x d:.v:.sa.ons with a snall air force
componerrt: " 2

0
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"Singe, - however, the ra:.lway, wh:.eh is the only line’

- of commmication inland might be cut by German air
attack: ~ ‘a point we elaborate later - it would be
essential to develop an edvanced base in Sweden sufficient
to render the forece J.ndependent of regular supplies from
Nayvik:' ~ The ,building up ‘of such an alvanced base would
‘necessara.ly Timit the” ‘size’ of force that cduld be-used.

: The capac:.ty of Narvik ‘to serve as a base port for the
‘expedition is under invéstigation, In addition %o Narvik,
or in substitution for Narvik if the railway between

- Narvik and the mines was ocut, use might also be made of
Trondheim, The whole matter 1s essentially one for
detailed administrative enquiry, but we think that with
elternative lines of communication ‘and the early creation .
of ‘advanced depots we could safely empl oy and mainta:.n

. one or two d:.v:.sions in northern Sweden." .

. "The orga.nieat:.on of the ordinary: British division
- would require considersble adaptation for enmloymen'b in
northern Sweden, even” during the summer. ILarge guantiities
..of mechianised transport would not be required and:ceuld
no%. be’ maintained; a proportion of pack: transpor.'t and
mountain guns would be necessary; and mobile light car units,
‘whose-vehicles might be obtained locally, would be useful
- for reconna:l.ssance down the Bothnian Coast, ™ .

../

The air forces that would be needed flor the operata.ons
were then examined. It .has been shewn that. the ChJ.efs of
Staf‘f only regarded the opere.t:.on as feasa.ble if 1t were '

'undertaken with Norweglan and Swedish aes:.stance. The help

Labrigd

 that these countries cou.‘l.d g:.ve in the air was, however, w,far

- less substantial then the help the.t they could give on 1and°'

' -and, in any case, the task of the air oomponen'b that would |
accompany the expedltion would be to protect not merely ‘the
expedn.t:v.on, but ‘the whole country that had been occupa.ed.

On this pomt, the Gh:Lef‘s of Staff repori:ed that such air
'.‘foroes as we could send woula be J.neu.f‘f:.clent and that 'bhe |
Germans would cerbainly invade southern Sca.nd:.nav:.a ifwe oo
sent an isolated exped:.t:.on to Narv:l,.k.' They gave the following

reasons:- o - DR ‘j'”";;_.,;,‘_._
"The 1andmg of Br:.t:.sh troops at Narvik. would
certa.mly become known at once to the Germans, and,
owing to their inab:.lgty to oppose them with lend
forces, we.mist anticipate that they would exert avery
possible means to impede their advance by air action.. The
Germans could not take effective air action from ’oaqes more
" than 600 miles, d:tetant,*eo that bases in Norway and’
Sweden and' adeqpate fuel suppliee of  the right type’ would
be essential, “In Norway there are only three bases within
600 ‘miles of Narvik; one of these is af Trondhem, where
the anding groundis: ‘believed to be too small for the

,,,,,,,
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V;:-operat:v.on of modexrn bomber types, and ’awo are sea-
' L.7:  plane anchorages. In Sweden there are eight bases :
"~ within this 600-mile renge. Of these, flve are within

400 miles and one, at Boden near Lulea., is only 200

.-,,miles c:.stant from Narvik,.

: “If Russ:.a succeeds in - overrunri:.hg Finland, we

. cannot entirely reject. the possihility that. German

squadrons might be based’ on the Finnish aerodrome of Kemi,

at the head of the .Gulf of Bothnia, - This would not
be possible, for climatic reasons alone, until the ""‘
end of April " ‘

L

"Itfls clear, thereforc, that before Germany can
strike effectively at our forces in the north, she
mist invade Norwegien and Swedish territory or operate
her. seaplmes “from Norwegien terr:.tor:.al waters,"

. "Time Factor,

The German Air Force is not equipped for
pperatmg off snow, TWe need not, therefore, anticipate
any . serious aitacks on.the Naz'\rlk-Lulea line, other
than from seaplanes operating in the Norwegian fjords,
until the snow melts at the beginning of April, Bonmber
aircraft operating from Gemany coulc] however, reach
Trondhe:.m " _

»"Apart from the'snow factor, the start of German
attacks against objectives in the north depends on
the date of the Germen invasion of Sweden. If Germany
has to overcome Swedish resistance in southern Sweden,
she will not be able to form air bases in that country
until she has esteblished her position on land, There
is no military reason, however, to prevent Germany '

», mvading southern Sweden during the winter and so
ensuring that air bases are established in, say, the

neighbourhood of Stockholm in time to ensble air
operations to be commenced aga:.nst objectives on the

' Narvik line in' 4pril. It is doubtful, in the face

of Swedlsh opposition and the existence of snow,

. whether an attempt to secure Boden aerodrome by air land-

1ng parties could be made before mid-ipril." -

WIf, however, Gernany has not occupied ‘Swedish
territory before our 1and:mg at Narvik, our forces
there will meet with.no seridus air threat until German -

‘. land forces have reached the Stockholm area and ) ‘ , , -

established air installaiions in the vicinity, It is
desirable for these reasons to take the fullest '

- advantage of the railway in the initial stages. "

"Scale of Germen Air Attecks, B : -

* The factor governing the scale of air attack
which Germany could laurch: against the Narvik-Lulea line
is the number of aerodromus ‘within effective range
and the number of seaplane tenders sble to work on the

Norwegian:coast, and not the total number of aircraf't

that oould be made ava:.lable. "

"Apart frbm Boden, wh:.ch is within. 200 miles of

- Narvik and adjacent to Lulea, the Germans could base *
‘sbout eight-bomber squadrons on aerodromes within '

effective renge of the Narvik-Iulea ares,"
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. ®Possession of Boden and Kemi aerodromes, .

The occupation of Kemi, a.nd to a lesser extent
of Boden, aerodromes would facilitate and increase
the scale cf any Germen air attacks in the Narvik-Lulea
"area, It will be ‘important, therefore, to take-vory
early measures to assist the Swedes and Finns in fore-
stalling Germen attemptis to seize these bases."
. N )

" "Probable Germa.n air objectives,

The principal objectives open to German attack
would beé the railwey, our bage depots and shipping at
Nervik, end eny aerodromes we had ocoupied."

"Fhe railway is both a profitable and vulnerable
 objective, It .is mostly single line, Its track is

. acceéssible to low fly:.ng attacks in many plaoes. Its
electric power, which is conveyed by overhead wire,

. could be easily damaged. The importence of the line
- for the maintenance of the force has a.lready been
'explamed."

" "The Germans, in fine weather, would be able to
make freéguent, poss:.bly daily attacks, on this
objective, and, in view of the small scale of A.A.
defences wh:.ch are likely to be avallable along the
ra:.lway, we must be prepared for serlous interruption
to traffiC. " :

© "Enemy attacks could create severe dislocation
at Narvik if we had no anti~-aircraft defences. A reason-
able scale of defence would, however,. reduce bonbing-
accuracy, and with proper dlSpersmn on our part, it
would require a high socale of German:bombing effort
to achieve any serious effect,"

"We must, in add:.tmon, be prepared for effective
attacks agamst any British air forces established in

“.thig area, Owing to the few aerodromes available, our

-squadrons and their own e.ccessible reserve would be a
profitable target "

"Pactors affecting the Employment. of British Air
Forces on the Narvik-Iulea line,

Before assessing the extent of the threat of
German air attack, it is necéssary to examine the
. possibility of providing air support to our own forces,"

"British air effort in this area is governed by
the aerodroms situation, According to present information,
there are only three possible aerodromes, Two of these
are north-eéast of Narvik, 60 and 100:miles distant
respectively., - Tha other is at Boden, which is 25 niles
north-west of Lulea, We possess no:detailsiof the first
two and, since they are described as lending grounds, in
reports, they may prove wasuitsbleé/for modern types of
aircraft. Boden is a proper aerodrome, but is only large
‘enough for certain types of fighter and army co-opera'b:.on
aircraft, It would seem, therefore, that our air effort -
from land . asrodromes might be l:l.m:.'bed to these types of
squadron, The possiblllty of obtaining additional
aerodrome sites and using seaplane anchorages is being
- investigated."
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"The sbove limitations will serlously restrict the air
support we could afford to this cperation. ZEven if the
aerodromes north of Narvik prove suitable, we could not
at these distances give useful flqﬁter protection over
~ vulnersble arees, and none of the aerodromes appears

‘practiceble for bombers. "

"The early establishment of an Army Co—operatlon
squadron at Boden for reconnaissance work along the
Bothnia Coast is, however, very desirable, In view of
the likelihcod: of the railway to Narvik being interrupted
the early accumulation of reserves at Boden for this. : 77~
quadron would be essential, " ' -

" WOonelusions as to German air threat to the Galivare area.,

From the foregoing fectors we are forced to the
conclusion that Air Force units in the Narvik-Iunlea area
could do little to ensure the safety of a British force
in northern Sweden, It is also necessary to assume
that it will be possible for the Germen Air Force to
~ cause perhaps very serious lnterruptions to the Narvik-
Iulea railway by air action, It is essential, therefore,
that an advanced base should be built up-as soon as
possible and that some methods of transport alternative
to the railway be orgenised as a subs1dlany means of
maintaining the force., An examination is required
to determine the use which could be made of water
" - transport on Leke Tornetrask.,"

"It is possible, however, that the air threat may

" not develop immediatcly and since the time factor for the
approach  of a Germsn lend advance should allow us time to
" consolidate our position at Lulea we must endeavour to
store reserves in that area sufficient to tide over
interruptions in the operation of the railway., Once our
forces have established and dispersed themsclwves between
Galivare and Lulea, they should not present a vulnerable
target to air attack. If we can offset the enemy threat to
the rail communications by alternative methods of tran8port
and provide for the A,A. defence of Narvik, enemy air
action should not render the operatlon inpractlcable."

This part of the report however, only dealt with the

»1mp11cat10ns of stopplng Germany s lmports from the northemn

ore flelds. There was another source of iron ore in the p—

-

southern part af the country, at Granngurg, the exports from .

this dlstrlct ‘went through Oxelosund and, although they were o

far smaller than.those of the northern flelds, the Chlefs of

Staff were satlsfied that they, a150 mst be stopped if the

loss to Germany was to be decisive,

.satlsfled~

With regard to this, the Chiefs of Staff were !

'd
"That substantlal militery and air assistance in
southern SWeden may. well be the price that we shall



SECRET

Do . . ER g [T
R T w0 R e .

: A N = A
. have to pay for chtaining Norwegian and-Swedish
co-operation in the nmorth.  For if'the Germans
establish themselves in southern Sweden, and@ southern
-.Norway, end sét up air bases there, they might well
make, is impossible for us to maintain our forces in
. the norttiern part of the country. **The whole of
Sweden must, therefore, bé held against'a German
invasion., “We can see no role for a small British
. force. in southern Sweden," ran the report.. "A small
£orce could not prevent a Germen landing cr a-

Stibsequent advance .inland," .
The Chiefs of Staff now exp;qiﬁ'ed that this occupying
~of southern Sweden wouid be a heavier charge upon the Air Force

than upon- the AIW: The milit\a.:y'{;’:.’.(-)::.:_ﬁjéiv?iouid; probably be

R abie:'_to.'h_old' a’'line from Oxelosur;d"-'thrc;ugh,'Ngﬁrkcng , lake

',~'.Ve‘t1§e;f“.t.aj;na"lake Vaner, with fijv_e_;d\fir'is:i.t'ms. This force,
' ..and the Swedish'irmy that would be ds8isting it, would,

. ..-h',dwe_‘}er‘_,_ be supplied. aﬁdi;mé.intaiﬁgd__'qve,f-_.%hz_"éq long and

i o '“"'?_fﬁilnera‘i;le lines of communications - one-from Trondhjem,

" another from Aandalsnaes .and a third from Bergen: the air

forces allotted to the expedition would,. therefore, have to

. be sufficiently strong and suffic‘:ientlyv numérous to protect

these lines against borbing raids , and to support the Army's
6pera.tions along the line of the lakés, The implications
Cof. this were -examined in the following passages of the report:-

" "™hé whole of southern Sweden and Noxrway is within -
. .-effective bonmbing range of a large proportion of the German
../ air striking force operating from bases in Ge . :

- Trondheim is within the extreme range of the force, but -
German striking power would be much reduced. We must ,
however, expect a considersble ‘threat to this base and-

. »%o the railways leading inland from it, . This threat

- would become. more Severe, and might ultimately imperil
the security of the communications of our.forces in southern
Sweden,if the -Germons succeeded in establishing air
bases in southern Sweden," Ea ) '

"This applies even more strongly to the air threat
which would develcp if Germany secured the aerodromes in
southern Norway referred to below, ‘We must also '
anticipate that Germeny may wove into Denmark in order ,
%o secure the use of aerodromes. in.that country, Only two,
in northiern Denmgrk, would, however, be of value to her, and
‘the additional threat from thesé bases would be acceptable,"

"Role Of British Air Force,

"Provided that our forces could reach southern
Sweden before a Germon invasion, it might be possible for
us to operate a total of about twelve squadrons, Six of '
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these squadrons might be bonbers, three fighters,

and three Army Co-operation, In this ‘event,

British bomber squadrons, operating :.ntensively from
'Swedish serodromes, could probably cause considersble .

dislocation to any Germen landing operations, but the ‘ .,
. period for which they could maintain their attack would '
depend largely on the extent to 'which the Germens had

developed their fighter resources and the degree of
‘security we had achieved at our own air bases in Sweden.

If the Germans succeeded in establishing one ar more

air bases in Swedish soil, the maintensance of the

British air effort would becone increasingly difficult.

In the event of a withdrawal it would be essential

to render Swedish landing grounds ‘and serodromes unuseble,"

"If we did not succeed in obtaining a footing in

the extreme south of Sweden before the Germens, our air

suppor'b would be restr:.cted by lack of aerodromes to about

seven squadrons, "

{

‘WGerman air targets.

~ "Apart from troops in the field which should not
offer mich target, Germen air bomba.rdment would probably
be concentrated on the destruction of our aircraft and
equipment on aerodromes and the ra:.lvVays maeintaining
our military. and air forces in-Sweden. - The former would
be a serious threat owing to the limited number of
" aerodromes and: the ifpossibility of dispersal,”

"There are four main Iines from Trondheim and one
from Bergen ,» through Oslo. Horeoever, there is a net—-work:
of lines in southern Sweden, and repair gangs and .
material should be readily availasble, The Bergen line,

" which is the closest to Germeny, might, however, be
seriously interrupted, and this fact, combined with the
greater vulnersbility of Bergen itself in comparison with
Trondheim, would make it ‘inadvisable to use the former as
a main base " .

~

'“Gonclusion on air operations,

There can.be no doubt that thé German air threat

. to Sweden is great and that we could do. little to
reducé it. On the other hand, we consider it & fair
risk to operate Allied military forces on the scale
envisaged, based on Trondheim and other Norwegian ports,
though it may well become difficult %o maintain those
forces in their forward posrh:.ons if the Germans have
succeeded in establishing air forces :Ln southern Norway
and Sw«aden. " y :

"Alr support for such an expedition could, however, only.
be provided at the expense of our Metropolitan Air Forocse.
The allocation of fighter squadrons for operations in
Sweden would be a pertitulirly.sérious commitment, and we
could, in fact, not afford more than a token proteotion to
the land forces."

The Chiefs of Staff were, moreover, persuaded that the
Germens would nost probably retal:.ate by seizing naval and

air bases in southern Norway (whatever they might do in southern
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Swadeh)', -.ahd with regard;:to tﬁis thqre’por*&ed-

"S'hra.teg:.c advantages to German,y of occujpy ng bases :.n
Norng
" Should the Germans succeed in establishing

~ themselves in southern Norway, they would be well
placed to--:

(a) mtensi.'t‘y their attack on our naval forces ’
controlling the northern exit from the
North Sea and against our naval bases,
Scapa and the Shetlands are only 250 miles
. from Stavanger, as compared wa.‘bh nearly
. 500 miles from Germany.

f . (b) keep part of our northern patrol under alr
Coaoie observation and thus facilitate surface
attack on those forces,

(e) mtens::.fy the:.r submar:.ne warfare by .
refuelling and refreshlng U-boats returning
from patrol, thus saving the adda.tional
voyage to and from Germany., -

(d) daispute ‘the control of. any m.nefn.elds we might
- lay in Norwegian waters , and: even maintain a
swept channel through the ma.nef:.eld for
mexrchant sh:.ppmg.

. (e) intensify their attack on our convoys from
o : Norway. .

(£) bring eny commmicetions. we:rhad established
. , via Trondhein upder ‘a greatly mcreased
scale of air attack," - -

' "Gema.n alrcraft operat:.ng from Norwegian aerodromes
would be the most serious air threat,. -This threat might be
reduced for about dix months by extensive damage to tho
aerodromes, This the Norweg:l.ans might be induced to
undertake themselves, but the only certain way of ensuring
the necessary -danage would be to do it ourselves. “.: ‘

" "aAs regards potent:l.al naval bases,.we couldd not
_ ensiude “their denial to %the enemy without sea.zing and
“holding them ourselves," L

L e

E "'Necassity for, and method of, ‘:foresi;'alling-. the '9159‘1%'-

" Yonce the Germens are established .it woilld requu'e
a major operation to dislodge. them. Hence it would be
" essential to forestall them, Small forces, augmented by
. strong detaghments of enginéers, Should be oble to
" 'ensure dxtensive demage to the existing aerodromes, and the
S comrmmioa‘tions leading. towards 'l;hem, on the lendward side,"

"Given Norweg:.a.n colloboration, and provided we were
eble to forestall the Germans, it should be possible to
land, and maintain. small forces by see, ab.Trondheim,
‘Bergen and. Si;a.vanger. .Onco established, our control of sea
qommunications should be sufficient to pre'v'ent any
sustaihed sesborne attack on them, but they would have to be
sufficiently strong to deal with airborne or sesborne raids,".
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“A. small force could probably be conveyed. by-sea '
to Christiansund also, but the exposed position of that
place would probably render its subsequent maintenance
by ses too difficult. We think, however, that it could
be ma.lntained overland from a base further north. "

"0slo is a different propos:.tlon. A Sma.ll force
could not be taken there by sea, although it might
be flown in, The operation is an mportant ‘one for.
study by our Service Staffs, ~ As Oslo is the Qapital,
it is to be hoped that it would be adequately defended
by the Norwegians, and it is possible that they could be
.. velied on to prevent the two existing aerodromes from ()
~falling into Germen handg;" :

On the whole matter, the Chiefs of Staff reported:

"It must be realised that to embark on an offensive
in- Scandinavia in the spring of 1940, represents a

_,fundamental chenge in our policy. - Up to date that |
pollcy'has been to remain on the defensive on land end in
the air, while our armaments-are increased, The plan under
review, however, would enable us to initiate in March, .
-offensive operations which might well prove decisive. The
-opportunity is a great one and we see no prospect of an '
equal chance being afforded us elsewhere, We consider that
. the strategy of operating in Scandinavia is sound, provided
~ vital All:.ed points elselthere are secure. Those po:mts are
* the front in France, which we think can be held, and Great
Britain and our gea-borne trade. The consequences of
a major offensive-against Great Britain cannot be predicted
with any moré certa:.nty now then when our existing policy
was adopted and. our air defences are still far short of our
requirements. The pol:.cy under review, therefore, must
involve some risk, Nevertheless, in view of the possibility
of obtaining decisive results. we thmk this risk can be
aocepted "

"We accordingly recommend the adopt:l.on of a policy
aimed at stopping the ‘export of Swedush iron ore to Germany,
provided. . 't:ha*c ocandlnava.an co-opération 1s first obtained, !'

"Dhere is a f:.nal cons:.deratlon, wh:.ch is not str:.ctly
~ within dur terms;of. reference but which we_ think the War
Cabinet should have before them."

UPhis .report 1's based on the assumption that we hold

‘the -initiative,. hpreover, we assume that it would suit
the German book that we should not take action in ' )
Sca.ndlna.via and that ‘the status quo should be mamtamed." -

"If howeVef, Gemany beca.ne susp:.c:ous that we intended
.to act, they might attempt to forestall us. Our hand would
then be foroed and -i% would be a race, ageinst time," -

"Dhe only course open to us. would be to hamper end
-~ delay the German invasion of Scandinavia by submarine

. forces operating in the Baltic and by landing a spell,
hastily improvised, force at Narvik with the object of

- - .picketing the Naervil railway, seizing the aerodrome at Boden,.

and destroylng Lhe port facilities at Lulea."

"This foroe. would not be trained and equ:l.pped for
- active operations in northern Scandinavia in winter, but it
- would be capable of the above limited tasks until reinforced
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by an adequately equlpped and prc»perly prepared
exped:.t:r.on." -

It will be seen that the whole of this first report
started from the assumpt:.on that the capture of Ga.la.vare and
Gra.ngesburg oreﬁeldg;was only a feasible operation if the

Swedes and Norwegiéné-é.]_.lowed‘lis to enter the country. The

-_Soandina;.via.n Governments were, therefore, approached again,

during February, but their reception of enything that we

. proposed was. as uncompromising as ever. The two Governments

shewed moreover that they were acting in the cl?sest concert;
for a speech by ‘tho l\f'omgian Pareign Minister, Dootor

Koht, was followed by speeches of exactly the same substance
from the :poli.'b:i.cal managers in Sweden, They were ‘determined,
they. said, t§ keep the n‘aval war frbm their own waters; to sign

no trading agreement with one. se'l: of bell:.gerents that would

, excite sthe resentments of the other; and in *bhe matter of pure

domestic exports, such as iron ore, they intended to adhere to a
rule which we ourselves had done much to est@‘blish: That whatever,

quentity had been exported to a neighbouring Power when it was at

. peace, should be exported to that country,when it was at war,

.;-The most that '!;he Scanainavlan countries could be made to promise

on this matter of iron ore was therefore that they would not

:.ncrease their expor‘bs to Germany dur:.ng war; and that they

would maintain their war 'hrade to bo*th se'bs of belligerents at the

figure that it had been at before waxr began. Seeing, therefors,
that it was so unlikely that the Scandinavians would assist us %o -
occupy a large part of their country, the War Csbinet invitdd the
Chiefs of Staff to report upon selzing and-holding the Galivare ore

'fields“if the Norwegisns and the Swedes resisted uss The Chiefs of

Staff reported thas Scandinavian opposition would make the whole .
project impossible of execution:

. "The first phase in these operations," ran this second
report,"would be to capture the port of Narvik and, unless
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we aohleved complete surprise, the landa.ng would be
opposed,"

”Neverthcless, in spite of casualties and delay we -
have little doubt that we should overcome Norwegian
: opposa.t:.on and capture. the port,"

: "The real difficulties, however, would only begin
"when the force commenced its advance from Naryik, To

reach Galivare the expedition would have to undertake

a 150 mile advance over some of the most difficult

country in BEurope. - The only line of communication inland
from Narvik is one electrifisd railwey with many tunnels
and running through precipitous country. Great masses
of rock overhang the line whichis a single track throughout
most of its length, The Norwegilans and Swedes could easily

. deny, its use to us by:-

(i) removing rolllng stock,
(1i) cutting off the eleotric power; or
(ii1) demolishing the line, which has already
been m:.ned m six places on Norweglan -
 territory," '

"If they were to do so, we should he faced with the -
" formidable task not only of repairing the damage but also
of lending locomotives and rolling stock at Narvik, where

the port facilities might have been destroyed, The only
alternative would be to construct a first-class mountain

road from Narvik to Galivare. This would be an -
enormous undertaking and -could not poss:.bly be completed
in time to forestall the Germans at the mines.”

"Nor would that be the end of our troubles. Even
if we were eble to establish a line of communication,
‘its protection and maintenance in hostile territory
would be a source of serious embarrassment and would add

| “'greatly to the size of the commitment in northam

Scand inav:.a. "

"From the forego:r.ng it would be seen that our
- chanoes of reeching Galivare before next winter sets
in would be extremely remote:if we were faced with a
. hostile Norway and Sweden; and we could not hope to
 forestall the Germans in a race: for the northern
orefields if the latter landed near Tulea.":

"If German troops and a:.roraft reinforce the
Scandinavian forces opposing us, as:they well might
in the circumstances, we have no hesitation in saying
that we should be courtmg complete failure,"

The War Cabinet now considered a further report up,cn

the preparatn.on that would have to'be made if the project were

_to be persisted in and agreéd,"That the service departments
" should be authorised to purchase s‘bores and’clothing ,but that no

~shipping was to be taken up without reference %o the War

Cabinet,"

Meanwhile, however, the French High Command communicated

J.f .
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their views upon the Scand,inavia.n pro,ject and the Ghiéfs
of Sta.ff, while ‘they were only mstructed to report upon the

WP, (40) instructions that would have to be given, 1f the project were

35 ‘

28th Jan. to be executed, oons:.dered it rlgh’a to go ‘Dbeyond the terms
of reference that .had thus been given them, and to report upon
intervention in Scandinavia.as a whole,

The Chiefs of Steff now considered that Germany would,
probé.bly,,take measures to assure her supplies of iron ore and
0il, before she attacked the Allies upon the We's_xtemhFront;

' that is ,- she might attempt to seize the Galivare iron deposits
", a8 spon as the Baltic was free of ice, and might then turn to
. .-..~.the south-east for oil. -

2 . "In o‘bher words we must make preparatn.on for
-operations both in Scandinavia, and.for maintaining a
defensive ‘Pront in.support of our Turkish Ally: It is
not, of .course, suggested that the Allies oould, operate
substantlial foroes in both areas s:.multaneously but

. neither is it considered that Germany could take the

i offensive in both places at the same time,"

The Chiefs of Staff, therefore, reported, that, by
‘intervening in Sweden, we should wrest the initiativo from
Germany, bu’c they again insisted (and on this the ‘French
High Command agreed with them) that the Scand indvEin
Govemments mst collabora.t_g in the entorprise,

"The pl:ms.which.w'e_' describe later, on this report,
are contingent upon this co-operation being obtained,
“How this should be done is, of course, outside our

province. “

- With regexrd to the operatibn i_tégif, ’j.t 4was to be
remembered that Lulea mi;ght‘ be 0pened':to shipping on about
April 26th: 8o, as this port was to be aaptured from Narvik,
the northenh foro;a must be read;);' to disenbark on March 20th,
'l‘his gave an mterva.l of only 50 days between the time when
the ch:.efs of Staff paper was being considered and the time

' when every preparatlon was to be conpleted- in the meantime

the folldw:.ng points called for ‘oonsideration:
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, "The German air threat to Scandinavia,’

There is, however, a point to which it ls desired

. %o invite particular attention,  The air defences of

Norway and Sweden are totally inadequate to meet the
overwhelming scale of air attack which Germany could

bring to bear on these coimtries and in particular on

the cities of southern Sweden, including Stockholm, It
seems likely, thorefore, that the Swedish and Nomegian

. Governments would not be prepared to exposg themselves

to the danger of such attack, unless we could give them
categorical assurances of substantial assistence to meet it,"

)

"So far as direct assistance is concerned, the air forces
which we could send to southern Scandinavia would, owing to
lack of operational facilitles: in southern Sweden and
Norway, be limited to two fighter squedrons, two bonber
squadrons and one Army Co-operation squadron. This force,
even with the addition of four heavy bomber squadrons
based on aercdromes in the United Kingdom, would be
unlikely to satisfy the Swedish and Norwegian Governments,"

"There remains the question of indirect assistenge. .
As to this, we invite attention to the possibility of
making a publioc declaration in advance that if Germany
"took the gloves off! end initiated bombing in Scandinavia
that led to destruotion of olvilian life and property as
- she did in Poland, we should immediately retaliate on

Germany," v
"It may be that an assurance of this kind would be

demanded by the Swedes and Norwegiens as an indispenseable
condition of their oo-opera.tion. "

"As for the expedition :L'bself, the operations to
; which it would be committed would be these:"

'.fN orthern Sweden

(i) A Pforce would be landed at Narvik, with the
role of moving up the Narvik-Galivare~Iulea
railway in order to occupy the Gallvare ore
fields and secure, and if necessary destroy
the port of Lulea in the event of a major German
landing when the ice breaks in the Beltioc, "

"Southern Sweden and Norw ' ,
~ouherm Jnfen end Nl »

(ii) As an inducement we might have to offer to
secure the co-operation of the Swedes, and in
order to assist them against the German
attack which would in all probability result
from our seizure of the Galivare ore flelds,
land and air forces would be sent to central
and southern Sweden. Their role would be to
co~operate with the Swedish forces in resisting
an -invesion from the south, end in opposing
any German attempt at a landing on the east
coast as the lce receded, The possibility of
submarine operat:.ons against German sea
commmications in the Baltic is being examined,
If practiceble, these would olearly form a
gost lmportant element in the plan of campaign."
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"(iii) As a preliminary to the despatch of this
foroe, bases would have to be obtained at
Trondheim and Namsos, It would also be
necessary to deny to the Germans Bergen and
Stavanger, which has a good aer¢drome,"

"Bergen might be required as a subsidiary base for
~ourselves, and 1ts retention would also have the advantage .
of securing the eastern end of the northern mine barrage.
We should, therefore, remain in occupation of this port,"

"At Stavanger our object would be to secure the
aerodrome in case it was required for our own aircraft,
and also to prepare it for demolition, in order to deny
its use to the German air forces, Once the demolition,
if this became necessary, has been carried out, the force
landed there could be withdrawn and sbsorbed in the main
. fPorces operating in south Sweden, . Any attempt by the
*" Germans to re-establish the aérodrome could be impeded and
probsbly prevented by air actione™ -

- "The above operations must be considered as pert
of the main operations in Sweden,"

UForces Required.

The forces required for theée operations are as
follows:~-

"Naval.

Up to 40 destroyers will be required continuously

- for close escort duties during the time while the main
forces are being transported to Scandinavia = a period

of about two months, In addition, protection of the
convoys Will become the principal preoccupation of the
Home Fleet throughout the operation. Some 25 trewlers and
patrol craft will be needed for the locel naval defence
of*"the base ports,"

"Mil1itHEy

(1) North Sweden.. For the seizure of Gelivare and’

: Iulea, an initial force of two brigades would be
needed, Any reinforcements required for this force
will be found from the main Allied Army operating
in central and southern Sweden," R

(ii) Southern Sweden, The maximum force which could be
maintained through the bases at Trondheim and Namsos
is about five Allied divisions, We should be prepared
to send a force of this size to co-operate with the
Swedes, " . : B

"Qhe‘first«flight would be -~

(a) en infantry brigade of regular troops, made mobile
with ¥/T, who would land et Trondheim end Namsos; and

(b) detachments of infantry and Royal Engineers to
- seoure Bergen and Stavanger," '

"This first flight. would be followed by the remainder of a
_ oorps of three divisions, a proportion of which should be
regulars, in view of the mobile type of operations in which



'-201-

they might be engaged., The third eohelon would be a
seoond corps of two d:Lv:Ls:.ons." ,

. (i) North Sweden,  If an aerodrome is ayailable ,
. one fighter squadron (from AD.G.Bs) and
~‘one Army Co-operation f1light (to be newly raiged),
(i1) .South Sweden, Two fighter squadrons a.nd two
A bomber squadrons from the Metropolitan Air Force
end one Army Co-operation squedron,. together with
~the necessary supplies for an.advanced operational
base for four heavy bomber squadrons which would
_ operate from the United Kingdom.
(1ii) The spec:l.a.'!. co-operation of Coastal Commsnd will -

be required for reconnaissance and escort duties
during the expedition,"

"The total shipping involved a.mounté. to some 20
passenger liners and 380,000 D.W. tons of other shipping.
for the initial movement, which would take about two
months, Subsequently some 60,000 D,W, tons of shipping
would be perma.nently taken up for ma:.ntenance "o
- I% will be seen, theref‘ore, tha‘b whenever intervention
in Scandinavia had been urged the Air Staff ha.d explained, with
grea'b eleboration, that the coxmmm:.cat:.ons upon which the whole
expedition would depend m:.ght well be enda.ngered by attacks frorﬁ
the German Luftweffe, |

Mea.nwhile, however; a new reason for occupylng northerm
Scand:.nav:.a had been added to the old. The Fimns, who had been
attacked by the Russians in early Novenber were A_z/'epo'r'l':ing that
they were hard pressed, and that they would be obliged to submit
to the Russ:.ans :.f they were not assisted, Dﬁring the
preceeding weeks, the seizing of the Galiva.re ore flelds had been
exa.mined .and discussed as an o;pera.t:.on in itself; but the
connect:.on between it and the campaign in F:.nland had never
been lost smght of~ and 'l:h:.s oz:y of d:.stress from the Finns gave
a sharp impetus to the plen. that was then maturing, - The project
of intervening in Scandinavia v'va.s, therefore, laid before the
Supreme Couﬁcilf'of the Aliigs early in February , and was by them
I approved on Febniarj} 7tﬁ the War Gaﬁine‘h a.uthérised the

Service Departments "To go full out with all preparations, end

BRI
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to be ready by March 20, ._including operations for Finland,"
The first project was much altered by:'this deoision: .
the operat:.on as originally conceived was tha‘b 'hhe Allies

should enter nortb.ern Sweden a.nd I\Torway, w:.th the consent of

9

. the Scand:.nav:.an Governments “that- they should protect the
occupled parts against raids and d:.slocatn.on; strengthen the
Swedish Army against a German invesion; and, by these measures,
turn Swedish ore from the German to the British market, ' The
project was now thait we should sénd a force into Finland, and
_hold the principal ports of Norway so securely that ’che lines
of communication of . the forces operating in F:mla.nd should be
"safe. The first purpose ofthe expedition, viz: ‘l;hg_,..sto;ppage
of the German supplies of Swedish ore was as well ;qcured by the
second project as it would have been. by the f‘.iﬁé_t‘-, but the
implications of the plans differed, and, in eny case, the
second project called for far more embracing measures in the
alr then the first, and the Alr Staff made the following
observations upon it:-

. "Prondheim is within the extrems range of about
1,300 long range bombers and 120 coastal aircraft and a
limited nurber of bombers could .also be operated from
aerodromes in southern Norway, considersbly closer to

- Trondheim, It has been calculated.that the scale of
attack on the base and the line of communication ma.ght
amount to something in the nature of. 100 tons a day in
the initial stage, with a considerable increase if the
enenmy were establlshed on aerodromes :Ln southern Norway,"

‘ "We were inclined to. 'l:h:l.nk that the above

: assump’c:.on - a8 to the scale of attack - possibly may be

an over estimate ..., Nevertheless, the fact must be

faced that the scale of attack. which we must be prepared

%o endure will be very heavy indeed, It must be borne in

mind that in the initial stages we shall-be able to present

no opposition whatever - e:;cept such air defence as the
Norweglans and the Swedes may be able.to afford with their

very limlted resources on the assumption’ that they are
- engaged actively on our:.side,” The forcé landing at Trondheim
includes one heavy and one’ light regiment of A,A. artillery

and a local balloch barrage,” There.will be no fighters
available in the initial stages and subsequently only one
Gladiator and two Blenheim Squadrons of which 'I:he former may have
to be detached to the north, " “..

| It was' to be remembered moreover, that this severe attack

would- be direoted against a li.ne of communications that would
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have $0..be- min'bained at all costs.

"We have now to rely upon Trondheim as a base port
for two purposes:

(2) ‘Por the forces.opeFating in central Sweden
(we have recognised. that, in the worst ocase,
these ‘forces may fail to-give effective aid
to the Swedes),

(b) for the transport of forces _destined for
Finland, "

"Unless the capacity of the Narvik-Iulea line proves
more satisfactory than the present information indicates,
. the subsequent maintenance of the forces destined for
Finland may also have to be based in Trondheim, Thus if
the scale of enemy attack is such as to stop the
‘efficient working of Trondheim and its forward communicat-
ions, we may be unable to despatch forces to Finland or
- %0 maintain them,"

This, moreover, was not all, If the Germens
succeeded in occupying southern Sweden, without s however,
expelling us from the northern pert, the Ministry of
Economic Warfare estimated that some 3,000,000 Swedes,
end a great part of the Swedish Army would have to be
equipped, and at least partially fed, by the Allies; and,
that, if this were to be done, some 50,000 tons of goods
would have to be dealt with, monthly, at Trondheim, the
very port that would be subjected to the severest attack
that the Luftwaffe could direct against it:
' "The more nea.rly a port and raillway system are
working to their maximum capecity, the more serious
will be the results of any interruption such as may
result from a.hegpvy scale of air attack,"

The report was ‘thus ooncltided; _

”Finally we should, perhaps, draw attention to ,
the fact that the new factor introduced by the
Ministry of Economic Warfare, ,.combined with the
scale of enemy air attack on the base.and line of
communication must. effectively. dispose of any idea
that we could send.strong reinforcements into Sweden
and build up a battle front, held by Allied land and -
air forces, sufficient %o withstand: indef‘mitely, the
scale of lend and alr attack tha’c Germany ‘could
bring ageinst it."

‘These wamings, -which were almost all drafted. 'byl.k:!.r

Commodore Slessor ) ‘Were endorsed by, the Joint Plann:i.ng Sub-

Comittee and considered by the Chiefs of Staff on February lith;

-
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it was reoogm.sed tha.t the wa.m:.ngs of the Air Steff were well

‘”"founded indeed the ch:l.efs Qf S‘haff expreesly endorsed the

final pa.ragraphe of the report (February 15th)

There was ’ moreover, a.nother, a.nd even more serious
:.mplica.t:.on to th:Ls pla.n of intervening in Scandinav:.a, and of
opening np a new thea.tre there. Sinoe the war began, our Air
Forace, l'a.d been 0perati.ng against fort:.fied harbours, air bases, and
shn,ps of wa.r, and had refrained from bombing any target if it
was surrounded by residential arcas s OO dwella.ng places s DO
matter how legitimate an attack upon it might be. The Germans
had observed a soi.m:i:Lar‘ _oode , and we had every reason to adhere
to it, as it was patent that the Germans; with their larger
Air Force, could do far more damage to our cities, our Work’enbps‘
and our industries than we could do to theirs'. Whether this
code should continue to be cbserved ,~end at what point it would
be to our e.dvantagé to tnitiate e more drastic and embracing

practice were, mdeed, quest:.ons that were being examined

’ .'between ourselves and the French. For we could not decide

how our bomber forces.were to be employed-during the spring
oafrpaign, until both sides were in agreement not merely on
matters of principle, but on thelr practical appl:.ca.t:.on. Now

it seemed to the Air Staff that the operations in Scandinavia might
well force us to abandon the practice,s that we had hitherto
observed before we wished to do so. Their observations ran

th?;l - |

"The Air Staff have no ‘wish %o play the machinery of
'negation or to go back upon their recommendations, It is,
however, their duty to ensure thatiMinisters are fully aware
of the possible consequences +s++0f the policy.we have
'oonditionally adopted :Ln resPect to Scandinavia, "

"We are del;berately adopt:.ng a-course of action which
may well dpen up full air war, At the same time, we are .
_sending to Scandina.via, as.a ‘token foroe s 3 out of our 3L
mobilizeble fightér squadrons in the U,K, This will leave
us, for the protection of :oiir sea borne trade only 504
mobilizable Pightérs out of a. requ:.rement of 848" end even.
that requirement was. set before we had %o underta.ke certain |
added . commitments which have arisen. §inoo ‘the ware In .
addition, by undertaking preparata.ons :t‘or the Soandinavian

-.
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-expedition, we h"ave. alread& i*e*c'é.rded the formation of
additional fighter squadrons, notably the fpur Blenheim
: fighter sq_uadrons for trade proteotion i.n the North Seae"

M4 is true that act:.on in Sca.nd:.navm will represent
e diversion for the Germen force. ‘But they could probably
allot to operations in Scandinovia, a force at least as
strong as they used in Poland and still have left a
sufficient force to undertake large scale air attacks upon
our North Sea shipping and ports." :

"FPinally we may have.to open the unrestricted. air
war against Germany with a bonber force, already small,
still more reduced by the allotment of 6 squadrons to
operations in Sweden," -

These obJjections were not considered sufficienf. to

. Justify any halt in the preﬁarations that were then being made,

and measures were taken to collect the following forces:

The Narvik force was o consist of about two brigades;
end a demi~brigade of Chasseurs Alpins,

. The air forces for northern Scandinavia were to consist

of one Army Co-operation flight and one fighter squadron.
416 flight (Hawkinge) and 263 Sqﬁaaron (Filton) were detailed.
They were to land at Trondhelm and were to oi:efa.te from Kemi
and Boden aerodromes, | .

In southern Norway 1 British battalion wa.s to be
landed at Trondheim., 2 at Bergen and 2 at Stavanéér. No air
Porces were allotted to these troops, -

Three divisions were to operate in southern Sweden, and

were to be supported by two Blenheim fighter, two Blenheim

bomber and one Army Co-operation squadron, The whole of this
force was not then collected.and only the following squadrons
were under orders %o prepare for foreign service,
Noy 15 Squadron sBlenhe:.ms Wyton,
0 Squadron (Blenheims) Wyton,
23 2f1ghter Squadron, Wittering,
601|, fighter Squa.dron. Northolt.
The F.’mnish force Was -bo consist of & demi-'brigade of
Ghasseurs Alpins, and two battalions of 'bhe meh Foren.gn legion,

They were to move ‘into the country as soon as a. ba.se had been

secured inthe Gulf of Bothnia. No a.ir foroes were %o accompany

(%

)
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~this ‘axpedition; but the Air Force squadrons in northern and

southern Scandinavia mi.ght""be' diverted into Finland if
circumsfanoes allowed. |

During these 1ong prel:.m:.narles, the Staffs of the

'three Services had never mod:.fied their first cond:.t:.on: that

operations in Scendinavie were only feasible if our forces
entered Norwsy and Sweden with the good will of the Scandinavian
Governmentg, Inﬂeed, they'- had recently been instructed to

examine this matter again and '!;o report on what could be e’fected

if we landed without the Soandinavians' consent and if the

_Norwegians and the Swedes resisted us, The report, which was

prepared by the Joint Gommittee, repea.ted- aJ.l tha.t had
previougly been said, After making an estlmate of the forces

that the, Germans would despatch as soon as the fu‘st shots were

,fired in Sweden- and Norway, and after a.gain shew:.ng that tb.e

] :German Air Force would attack and 1_mper11 our system Qf commu.nicat—

See Co0,S,

40(243) 8
and 40 (245)8.

ions, the report concluded:

"Without Scandinavien co-operation we cannot hope
to forestall the Germans in a race for -Galivare. If the
Scandinavians opposed us actively they would certaiily
‘be reinforced by the. Germans and we should be courting
complete failure "

To this first condition, that ‘the Scandlnavians nu.st

- assist us, the Serv:l.oe Staffs nou thought to add a.nother wh:.ch

was that the consent of the -Scandinavien powers mus'bbe obtained

by March 1lth, as it was essential to success that the expedition

()

shoum foresta.ll any move that the Gemans might

(1) The time table thought essen‘tial by the Staff was:

5th March: Foroes for Bergen, Stavanger and Trondheim

to be ready. .
5th-12th March: Negotliations with Norwa.y and Sweden.
124h March: 1st ships of the e:@ed:.t:.on sail.,.
123k Marohi: Personnel ships sail, ;
261:!1 Maroh: =~ later date on which the store ships of the

expedltlon could safely sail,
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How thls consent should be obta:.ned wa.s .a ma.tter upon wh:.oh
there was 11t1:1e a.greemen’c. K
In the firs-l: place ) the Naval S'l;a.ff wished to send out

3

“a minelaying exped:.t:.on a.ga:.nst Narvik, and to block up the

. southem approaches to the harboug ) They wished to do th:.s
:Lndependently of any expedition tha.t might be underteken -

elsewhere, end claimed that it would, probably, 'pro,voke the
Germans to do something rétaiiatory, a.nd tha’c this would give
us an excuse for interven:.ng in Scandinav:.a. The French

Government also w:.shed to act at once and. urged us to seize

a nunber of por!:s in Norway. Their reasons were- that it was

_unllkely that 't'.he Swedes would ever agree that Allied troops

should pass through Sweden to opera.te in Finla.nd- but s that if

the Brltish Government se:.zed some Norwegmn ha:r‘bours by Wa,y of

retaliating upon the country for allowing the German auxiliary

‘Altmark to pass ‘ahrough Norwegian waters all would be d:.f:t‘erent

On hearing tha'b the All:.ed 'I:roops were esta.bln.shed in Norway,

. the Swedes would, "Have the cerha:.nty tha'h ‘the Allies could

r'afford it J.media:be and eff:l.cac:u.ous a.ss:.stance, would feel

sai‘e aga.inst German . pressure s and, WOuld allow the Allies

to enter the country, "

The proposal twas, thus criticised in the Pla.ns

Division of the Alr Ministry:-

"This is a proposal that we should invede Norway

'in -order to persuade Sweden to send ‘assistance to
Finland .., In paragraph L, it is said, one factor
only éan have any chance of modifying the position of
the Swedish Government and that is the certainty theat
the Allies are in a position:to afford it immediate and
efficacious assistance against Germsny, There is, and
can.be, no such certainty, . The whole of the southern
half of Sweden, including the capital, and all the most

- important cities: are within range of a German bomber

.. Porce of 2,000 aircraft ,¢, -How do ‘the French imagine
that we oan protect them. a.ga:,nst these threats ? "

(1) This proposal was not e new one; for it had been urged, at intervals by
the Admiralty, since the closing months ©of the previou year. It was,
however, brought up again, at ebout this time, and was pressed w:.th great

insistence.
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The French proposal was not a.greed to. The ‘p:ép;‘jec'b' :
of laying mines in Norwegian waters was lan.d over, but not
re,jeoted outright; and it was Qeq;ded to get th;a consent of e
fhe Scah’dinavia.n Governments by' diplc;macy.. A épécial énvoy ,
(Brigadier Ling) was sent to Finland, end was instructed to
persuade the Finms to issue an appeal for helps having
received this appeal, our Government would press'1 the
Scandinavian Governments to allow us to pasg troops through
theii' countries; when this consent was given, the forces that
were then being assembled would occupy Norway and 'Swedsn a.nd |

bring the two countries under our .control, The whole force

* was fully mobilized and reé.dy fo move by midnight February

25/26: the Commanders of the forces for Narvik, Finland and .

the ports in southern Norway had by then visited the Wer Lo

Al

Office and had received their ,,insj;mcti.;or.lls.'
On March 2nd our I@niqters at Sfig_c_.:lg'holm and Oslo carr-
ied out their instructions, They. :ésiced- th;t. two brigades
should be allowed to_l‘anqg,}_p.f(;.T‘:rondheim and Na:;‘vik -on March 20th,
and that she Norwegians and the Swedes shq@d assist their
pessage into Finland, This force would subs?gquently be
increased fo a divis ign: jbhree figl(xter sqt;é.éfons; one bomber
squadron and one Army Co-operat:.on squadron would be set

apart for .operations.in northem Norway a.nc'l Sweden. Our

' minis’aers also informed the two Scand:.nav:.an Governments
“that the.Allies were. prepa.red o ass:.st them, with strong

-forces , iif the Germans threatened them; and that Bergen,

S‘t‘a.va.ng'e"r and Trondhéim wouldbe secured four deye after

consen‘b had. been: given, . -Our Mi.nisters were also informed

(but were instructed not to d:.vulge) that we proposed $o hold

the §outhem end western parts of Norway with five batta.‘l.:.ons,-_

ahd that we woiild send thiree divisicns and a brigade into

southern Sweden,



Tels. 97 &
99 Dipp from
Stockholm
2nd & 3rd
March.

G.O.S. s,
40 (262) 8.

See AJM
Tel, P840
18,III,40,

See S, 3633.

orders that the exped:.t:.on -t;o Scandinavia was to 'be d:.spersed.

‘ The following Air Force un:.ts were then rea.dy to sail ’ and
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The Norwegisn and Swedish Governments answered all

- this by sva.y:"l.ng,_.thé.’c , if they accepted :these proposals, they

‘would turn their countries into o theatre of war without

saving 'bhe Finns, Indeed when the Swed:.sh Ma.n:.ster for
foremgn a.ffa:.rs rejected our “proposals he said"that the _

Allies were.more ‘:.ntsrested in using Scandinavia as a

9

bettle ground for their war against Germeny then in saving
the Fimns - " - . | o o

When this refusal was received, the ,Service Staff's
were again instmotea to report whether the éjcpedition :
oouid be persisted in, notwithstending that the Scendinavian
Governments refused to sanction it, '.A.ga.in' fhe Chiefs
of Staff reported that nothir;g should be attempted in these ~
cirowﬁstances. Even though the Nérwegians a.nd Swedes dié "not
a.ot:.vely resist us, they could still bring the whole pro,]ect
to ruin by removong the rolling stock from the:l.r ra.:.lways and
outting off eleoctric .powe‘r from %he towns and railweys., "We
are still of the opinion," the report condlué{ea "$hat |
Swed:.sh and Norwegian co-operation is essent:.al if we are to

have any ohance of forestalln.ng the Gemans in the Lulea ,

G=a.'l:.vare area,"

At this time :.t was suspected that the Flnns
were on the po:.nt of surrender, and a few c]a,ys 1a.ter,
this was oonfirmed, ° The Finns accepted all the Russ:.an

conditions and . the Peace Tréaty between the two countries

- Was signed én ¥arch 1}1th. .. The Govenﬁne‘nt at once gave -

they were all mvolved :Ln the order.

Unit, - o Assenbly Station,
935 Balloon Squadron Ceardiff
263 (Pighter) .Squadron, Filton
R.A.F, Component’ Headqua.r'bers : Benson ‘
15 EBomber Squadron S . .Wyton
Lo

Bomber) Squadron — Wyon - (onta, )
. N . ° . . |
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Unit, - Assembly Statlon.
: 23 (Righter)Squadron Wittering
- 604 (Fighter) Squadron Northolt
416 Army Co~operation Flight Hawkinge
- 16 Army Co~operation Squadron Hawkinge
50 Servicing Flight Cranfield
51 Servicing Flight ' ' Cranfield
10 Observer Screen : ' Cranfield
400 Communication Flight Hendon -
3 Base Area - - Uxbridge
12 Port Detachment . Uxbridge
150 Maintenance Unit - Henlow
20 A.S,P. Henlow
3 MRS, . .. Halton
68 PFighter Wing Headquarters Wittering
3 Transportable W/T Unit - Hendon
20 A.S.P. HenJ.OW
11 R, and S, Section Henlow
12 R, and S, Section Henlow

When the Soandinaviaﬁ Governments thus brought our plans
| f01" succouring Finland to nothing, it was felt that our
influence over the smaller Powers of Europe would fall very
low unless sométhingweré done to raise it; and it sle,e'm:eq_ .
'a.s though the best way of effecting this was to revive' our |
originél plens against the Galivare ore fields, Only one
part of that pla.ﬁ was, however, .executable: we might seize
Narvik, but to advance into the Swedish orefields frém the
port of Narvik was now:oub' of “the question; for it was -
inconceivable that the Swedes would allow it o be done,
WePs (40) 7 ohe French, however, ergued with great '
He ."in:aisfeme that we could not abandon the whole matter, and
urged that we should establish naval control of Norwegisn
| ;Iatérs and’ enforce it by seizing certain strategic points in
Norway, These proposals were in harmony with a plan that l’bhe
Navel Sté.ff hé.d- been entertaining since the contents of .the
. Russo-Finnish Tféaty Hea bec;me‘il'mown. For,.in a Paper that
was ciroulated %o the Var Cabinet on March 1ith, the First
Lord argﬁed : that the Russians had secured such advantages |
by the cessions that Ead been forcéd upon the Finns, that

they could threaten both northern Norway and northern Sweden;end
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that we might soon expect them to demand the’ right to set

up bases on +the iloe free ports of Narvik, Petsamo and

~ Murmansk,

"‘"Eyen though we cannot proclan.m that we are
: gomg ‘to help Finland at this’ juncture" the report
concluded, "oircumstames may soon arise where we shall
have. to do so, :Moreover, we can at least take our
stand on the principles of the covenant and declare
that we shall take all. steps to stop supplies from
menbers of the League to the German aggressor, as a
start, we are going to Narvik,"

This project was a considerable departure from the
brevious ones, in that the stoppage of ore supplles to Gexrmany
ocould not possibly be effected by it, and it had been regarded

as axioma‘b:.c, in 211 previous d:l.scusSions on the subject, that

'only e complete and prolonged stoppage of all Swedish -supplies

of iron ore would Justify intervention in Scendinavia, The
French suthorities, who realised that this was the woakness of
any operation that was direoi:ed solely egainst Narvik, urged,
however, that .t'he British shoulc'i mine the harbour of Lulea from
thé eir, and so block up both ends _ofb the ore route, They

unaertook to assist us with seven séa-planes that could each

carry a load of 2,000 kn.logra,mmes. The Air Staﬁ"s object:.ons

to this 1atter plan were strong, for they foresaw that we aould'

not stop the movement of ore ships from Lulea by performing
sporadic acts of war against the harbour; that .if we did so
we should provoke the Swedes to opposition; and that they

could easily_bring the operation to nothing by stationing:

the fighter squadrons near. the harbour.

The:Lr strongest objeo'b:.on was, moreover, that we might
quite well provoke unrestr:.o’ced air warfare, end all its

consequences - the bomb:.ng of London and of the industr:.al

m:.dlands - by an unsuccessful expedltion agai.nst a neutral

.ha.rbour. “ ”If We are going to Bta.rt ailr action lead:mg to

loss of civil l:l.fe", wrote .A.i.r Commodore Slessor s "let us start

with civilians in Germa.ny, and not with Sca.ndmavzans in a

"Neutral port."

)
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After a protracted discussion_between the French and

British Staff, it was agreed that the S_ﬁl;reme Waal* Council

BEREN -of the Allies mtii_st.consigler the project and dedide. The plen,
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’a.nd' its diplomatic ‘preliminaries were s therefore, laid before

* the Supreme Co&ncil,dn March 28tﬁ, ‘and were by them approved;

and the Pollowingupreperations were at ohce ta.ken in hand, -
After notes had been presented to the Norwegian and

Swedish Governments, mines were to be 1a.idlin the approaches to

Narvik end the Westfjord, When the mining was completed, a |

brigade of three battalions, and a French contingent were to

. be landed at Narvik: they were to secure the port, end

advance up ‘the railwé.y to the Swedish frontier, Two British '
battalions were thén to be landed at Stavanger,. two battaiions
were to land at Bergén and one at Trondheim, , These forces
were "To forestall the Germans at those places" and to make
all preparations for destroying Stavanger aerodrome. With

regerd to air forces, it wes decided that none should

accompany the expedition in the first instance; but that,

if the Narv:.k force did, later on, find 900&51011 to move on to
Galivare, then, an Army Co-operation flight , and a fighter
squadron might have to be sent, .

‘on ipril 5th our Minisbers at'Stockholm and Oslo
presented identical notes to the Norwegian and Swedmsh
Governments, In these notes it was stated: |

"That the Allies were now persuaaed that the
German Government was not allowing the ‘Scandinavien
Governments the freedom in the menagement of their
affairs which they were entitled to enjoy. = This being
so, the Allied Governments could no longer acq_uiesce in
a state of affairs that allowed Germeny to draw Tesources
from Sweden and Norway that were vital to her prosecution
of the war; and to enjoy facilities in those countries
which placed the Allies at a dangerous disadvantage, The
Allie¢ Governments, therefore, felt it inoumbent upon them-
- selves to notify the Scandinavian Governments that they would
assert and defend certain vital interest by..all. the measures
that they thought necessary for the purpose. These vital.
interests were: that if Finland were egain abtacked, the
 Allies would. not tolerate-that Norway and Sweden should
- debar them from giving the Finns such assistance as they
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= thought proPér’-vtd be given; that if Norway or
- Sweden concluded an exclusive political agreement

- . with Germany, the Allies would regard it as an

agreement directed against themselves, notwithstending

 that its ostensible purpose were to give aid to the
Fims; that, if the Soviet Government attempted to
obtain a footing on Norway's Atlantic seaboard the
Allies would consider that their vital interestswere

- endangered, and; that the Allies would not allow the

.. courss of the war to be influenced ageinst them by
adventages that Germany was deriving from Sweden and
Norway, and that they would take whatever measures
were most proper to prevent Germany from obtaining those
resources end facilities," :

When this note was preéeﬁted, the troops allotted to
the expedition were embarking:' the embarkations continued: an
the two days following (April 6th, 7¢h). On April 7th,

Major General Mackesey, who was to command the expedition,

went ebosrd H.if,S, Aurora; the Navy laid minefields in

the positions that had been selected, and, on the following

morning, the Allied Governmments announced what they had done, o

They stated:

"The German Government were prosecuting their
campaign-at sea with great barbarity; and that, while
the Germens professed only to attack Neutral vessels
that were on their way to England, they were, in fact s
sinking Neutral ships that were on their way from one
Neutral port to another, Norwegian ships had been
repeatedly sunk by these savage proceedings; yet the

- German Government insisted that their own trading
vessels should enjoy the protection of Norwegian waters:
that they should be allowed to carry iron ore from
Nervik to Germany, and, that Norwegian warships should
escort them, This being so, the Allied Governments
could no longer tolerate a state of affairs in which
the German Government disregarded any rule of inter-
national comity that was burdensome to them, and
insisted upon a strict observance of all rules that
wore to their advantage; and as the right to retaliate
upon an enemy ‘that disregerded the law of Nations was
universelly admitted, so, the Allied Goveérnments had

determined to meke it impossible for Germany to draw upon | .

the resources of Norwasy without lst or hindrance. In.
consequence of this, the Allies declared that they had
mined the Vestfjord, and that they had placed two
minefields between Kristiansand.and Bergen,"

" The e@ed’itionary force was to have sailed on the

- evening of this same day (April 8th); but the reports that

were reodived during the day, from our patrolsshewed that

heavy German dnits‘we‘:’pe at Sea,_"and'_ths _first convoys were,

)



-

SECRET

- 33
in consequence held\in harbour.. During the night news came in
Althat the Germans had themselves invaded Norway and had forestalled us,
It will be necessary at thls point to see what warnings we had -
received that this was impending,

The prelinminary movements'anddthe distribution of an
enemy's forces are, as a rule, the best indication that an
operation is intended. In this particular case, the distribution
of the Germen Army, and of the Luftwaffe made it perpissible to
infer thet the Germans intended to start the)epring_campaign b&\
invading Belgium and Holland§ but they did not allow any certain
inference to be drawn about what the Germans intended to do in
Scandinavia, The bulk of the German Army = 89 infantry -
divisions, 4 armoured divisions; end 4 mountain divisions - was
massed on the Western‘front; and our intelligence division
were cerﬁain,.from the positions where bridges were being built,
end from other subsidiary indications that the next move would be
made in the valley of the lower Rhine, Six divisions were
‘stationed on the Baltic coast; but their presance there only
proved that en invasion of Scandlnav1a was possible ‘and not that . .
it was lntended.

The distribution of the Luftwaffe oan only be studied
from a map (q.v.), and it would be tedious to say more about
1t than this; That the dlstributlon of the bonber, flghter and
Aruw'Co-operatlon Gruppen was complementary to the distrlbutlon
of the Army divisions, = The main flghter forces were massed
along the lower and the middle Rhine; behlnd the flghters, the
bonber and ‘dive bomber Gruppen were deployed on a long
quadrilateral, whose northern side lay between Wllhelmshaven and
" Hamburg and whose southern side passed through Stuttgart, Ulm and
Munich, In addition to this, a chain of -double engine fighter,
bonber, aﬁd‘dive bomber Gruppen ran eastwards, from Oldenburg_to‘ ;,-

' east -Prussia; and the coastal Gruppen were massed on the.Schleswig
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coast, near:Sylt, and in the Baltic, round Kiel, - Like the Army

divisions on e Baltio coast, the Luftwaffe squadrons in this-

" -northern ohain of stations could obviously be used for an invasion

of Norway; but nothing indicated that they would be: for they

~ were not re:l.nforced during the months when the Allies were

maturing the:.r projects against the Norweglan harbours.
It was, therefore, certain oily that ‘the German Armiés bl
would attack France through Belgium and Holla.nd ’ when the -
campaigning season arrived: end it must always be remembered
that during the first months of the year 1940, the Air Steff
was principally ‘engaged in preparing plens, and in"co;werting
measures'with‘the French, for meeting an onslaught that weuld be
deliﬁred with forces that were greetly superior to our own,
This was thevpreoccupation of those days, and whatever was
projected, or decided, in regard to Norway was determined by
what had previoueiy been determined with regard to France.

| There was thus no general indication that the Germans

inteﬁded to invade Norway: the particular indications were

stronger, end deserve to be clesely éxamined,

First, the Scandinavien Ministers were all aware that.we
desired to establish basee on their eoasts ’ and were /convinced
that our protests sbout the Narvik ore trade , and our
;éroposals for sucoouring Finland were intended to advance our
communicated to the Scandinavian Governments, the Swedish
Secretary General asked ‘."t.vhether we had not eneugh small countries
on our consciences alréady ? and King Haakon enqt;.j.red, "Was
Norﬁay's neutrality to be ;riolé.ted for a -’trade":in iron ore .that
she was entitled to pursue ?" .  Simultaneously the Svens}ca |

Dagblad published a long article, explaining that our plans for

holm 5 Saving. ass:.stlng F:Lnland were, actually, plans for securing bases on the

: 18 1.40,

eastern side of the North-Sea. Loter, whenBr:.t:.sh«Naval forces
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entered Josing fjord and released the British prisoners that

. Were being carried in the German a.ﬁxiliary cruiser Altmark, the -

Swedish snd Norwegian press were much disturbed that the
British newspapers had suppressed every syllable of the
Norwegian case, which was:

. "That the Altmark was a German war vessel; that,
asauch, she was entitled to pass through Norwegien

waters wlthout being searched; that Great Britain had
always upheld the rule of law which allowed belligerent
war vessels to pass through territorial waters of a
Neutral Power; and that, as for the prisoners that were

on board the’ Altmrk Britlsh text books of law maintained
that prisoners on board a man of war need not be released
if the war vessel entered the territorial waters of a
Neutral Power, because the war vessel st111 had an extra ,
territorial status. (1).

All this, said the Scandinavian editors, was suppressed

and ignored in Great Britain in order that the British people

_might be made to think that the Norwegian Government were allowing - -

the territorial waters of the country to be used for improper
purposes; and that our pla.n for sel.zing bases might be though’c
to be a plan for policing the coast and for enforcing the law
of Nations,

A few weeks later, oﬁr M:m:.ster warned the Government
at Wh:.tehall that all that we proposed to do in Sca.ndmavma was .-
"more or less common property", and that our plans for seizing.’

bases ;in Norway were being widely'ca.nvassed. In his speeches on

.March 15th, Dr.Koht stated "i ha.t the western powers would

have secured some advantages by keeping the war in Finland

_going and by dregging in Norway and Sweden," In his speech

of April 6th the Norweglan Foreign Minister referred to British
plans for enterprises within Norwegian territories. Quotations

could be multiplied; and it is, in fact,mot :l;o;b"'strong to eay

_that if ‘the Germen authorities had been guided only by what the

Norwegian press were publishing about our inte_r’i’tions , they would
hé.ve been sufficiently well infbrmad sbout 'Our designs to lay

plens for forestalling them, Actually, tte Germa.n diplomats

R

(1) See Oppenheim, International Lew, 6th edition Vol, II paras. 34i5.
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J-nNorway and Sweden had ample meens of testing the truth - |

of what wes being canvassed in the Soepdinavia.n press; for it

is:;.‘never_fp:o.esi?bile to keep a long negotiation so sec_reﬁ that
only the negotiating parties know of it, | It was, therefore,
oertainly #‘Q be inferred that.fhhe Germans had fully penetrated
our intentions , and were 'prepariné "(':o tl;marf us,

| It must be added, however, that the Germans concealed N/
their plans very skilfully; for the posltive indications that an
operatz.on againgt Norway was in_ngending were only d:.soernable
at the last moment, and even “thien they were not strong. On
March 17th, the Germen author:.ties circulated the code word

'Spannung': this wes an order that all foreces should be brought
to the. g;je_ates’q,‘_possible readiness; and it now seems probable
thet it was issued as a first preliminary to the operation

ageinst Norway: at the time, it wes. taken to ilmply that the

expected attack. against Holland and Belgium was J.mpend:mg.

Fairly late in March, the Swedish Steff learnod that the
Germsns were collecting shipping in the Baltic; that they

that the British were preporing to seize the Norwegian harbours.
An officer on the Staff of the Swedish Defence Minlstry reported
this to our Minister in Oslo who commumnicated it on March 26th,
Five deys later, our Minister made-a digest of a report that

the newspaper Stockholms Tidningen had Just received from its

office in Berlin; it ran thus:

-
\,

"In circles in close touch with German Government
it is declared that in course of the past twenty~f our
hours developments which are fraught with immense danger for
Neutrals and particularly for Sdandinavian countries have
“.set in., They themselves do not seem to realise the dangers
of situation, But they would perhaps grasp the situation
- if -they. considered determination of Western Powers to stop

o export of iron ore to Germany at any price, in conjunct:.on

.. with fact that Germany is dependent on this export of iron
ore in order to carry on war et all, The English 'policing'

. of Scandinavia, the British fleet controlling the Cattegat

" .and neutral waters through which Germeny obtains her.supplies
from the north, where will all this lead ? The moment when
‘Germany will find hersélf constraifed to protect ‘her vital.
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. interest by all means at her command is approaching nearer

. than people realises, That Western Powers have anly decided
to d:.sregard neutral:.ty of Scandinavian countries aocord:.ng
%o maxim 'he who is not for us is against us' is now
considered to have been deménstrated,"

On March 30th, German aircraft recormoitred Oslo, Bergen,

Hardanger Fjord and Kristiansand, Two days later, our

Minister in Stockholm was informed, that the Swedish authorities

now knew that about 200,000 tons of shipping had been lying at
Stettin and Swinemunde, for the pest week, and that troops
were enbarked; end that the object was believed %o be to
deliver a counter stroke, in the event of a British attack
upon Narvik, or some cd:hef Nox"wegia.nb harbour, = The Swedish
officiel who informed our Minister of this._ag;ded , that they
did not believe that the force would be us,ea for inveding . |
Scandinavia. Nevertheless, when theVSwed.i‘sh Minister in
Berlin asked why these troops and _ships‘,were: being’ colleoteé.
in the Baltic, no enswer was given him,. N ' |
Some fur’cher indications were det_ecteé by the aircraf't
that were patrolling the Bight and the North Sea; but 'bhese
indications were fragmentary; for. the ma.Jor movements of the

£

invasion sterted from the Baltic ports, and were thus Dut

r

of reach of our patrols, Nevertheless , on April 6th (which

‘appears to be the day when preparations for the expedition

first began) the bomber squadrons. in thelBight and the
photographic reconnaissancé aircraft “s,,‘i?ghted_ a concentration
of Naval vessels in Wilpelmshaven; .8 1argeA Naval vessel

off Heligoland, on a northerly gourse, and a convoy of

(1) During the night,
aircraft from 58 a.nd 45 squadrons reported NPhat there‘ was
much tra.f’f:.c on the motor roads between Hamburg and Lubeck a.nd

between Sedberge a.nd Lubeck w (2> On the following day,

(1) It is doubtful whether this convoy was comnected with the operations
against Norway; it was on a westerly course when sighted,

(2) 38 Squadron, Wellingtons,stationedat karham(3 Group); 78 Squadron (New
Zealand), Wellingtons, stationed at Feltwell (3 Gropp).



Operations
Record Book,
21,107 sqgnd.

- 38 -
s:.gns of "(_}e"mén—"mgy.em’ent cpntir';}i'ed to be reported: at
080’5 ilburs an aircraf’c from?_zo Séﬁo_.dron .sighted six destroyers
and. gn. escqzj_:f of eigh'b .a.irorai"t steering N, by W. froh a
posifiog 18 m:.les N.W.N. of Heiigoland,gl) at 1325 hours aircreft
from 21 and 107 ‘.Squa:.‘d.:r.o‘r;.‘s.sighted a battle cruiser, a pocket
battieship ’ 'bwo.‘crui;s"ers anq ten'de"strpy;ers steering north

(2)

from a position 76 miles N, V. by % W, from Heligoland,

" During the afternoon, 12 aircraft from 9 and 115 Squadrons
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(3)

searched the Héligolgnd Bight;”’at 1525 hours they were

attacked by & force of Me, 110's end two of them were shot

dom, The wireless interception service reported ‘at the

end of the day that twenty or more Germen aircraft had been
operating from Wangeroog and Westerla.nd; and that they had been
sweeping the northern p.a.rt of the North Sea between the

Shetland islands and Norway, A4S a consequence of all this,
the ships that were carry:.ng the f"irst echelons of the L
expeditionary force to Nbrway viers ;Srdered to remain in

harbour, (&) —

On April 8th, which was the sccond day of the Germsn

operation, six aircraft from 110 Squadron reconnoitred the

Bight end sew nothing unuspal: the weather was, however,

foggy end rainy, and at times the pilots could only see

500 yerds ehead of them.’ Further north, a Sﬁnderland fron
204 Squedron sighted one battle cz;uiser,' two Leipzigs and

two destroyers in Lat,64° bf 'N 6° ;, 25'E at 1400 hours.

The Admiralty learned, moreover, that a Germen battleship, two

K81n class cruisers and a force of destroyers were passing

513 '220 Squadron, Hudsons, stationed at Thornsby. (18'; soastal Group). -
21 Squadron,Blenheins, stationed at Watton (2 Group); 107 Squadron
stationed at Wattisham (2 Group). '

(3) 9 Squadron, Wellingtons, stationed at Honington (3 Group), 115 Squadron,
Wellingtons, stationed at Marhem (3 Group). - ,
(4) For recomaigsance flightsperformed during the days April 6/8 see

Appendix, -

IR
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© Anholt island, in'-thé Kattegat at 1500 hours, and that the

RyAF, W/T
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report end-
ing midnight
81:[‘1 Apr il,

. .Bllicher and two other cruisers were to the north east of the

Skew at 1815 hours, While these Naval mow}enienfs w’ere being

" executed a number of aircraft from’ Kan;pfgeschwader "26 (Tubeck)

were sweeping the northern part of the North Sea, and units from

‘ othe_r,fo:mat:.ons in north westerm Germany were patrolling the

. Frisian islands, Between 2000 and 2200 hours Soap'a Flow was

. ' L 1
attacked three times by small detachments of long range bombersg )

at 2315 hours, rather more than an hour after the last attack was

!

dellvered, seven German ships were off the south westerm cormer

of Norway on a westerly course.

1

These various reports sufficed to shew that Germen Navel

_units were on the move; but they in no way Jjustified the

.inference. that Scandinavia was being invaded, The convoys' of

our  own expeditionary force were, theréforé,"'k"ept in harbour

during the 8th and 9th, and’strong recornaissance’ patrols were .

~ sent out over the North Sea, - “Nothing more than th:.s was

Translation
from Norwegian
White Book on
Norway and

the waxr p.49-
ReA.F, Wireless'
Intelliganoe
Service,
Summary No,219.

Judged necessery on the 1nforma'bion that was then available.
As we know only this about the prel:.mmary movements
of the Germen forces, it is not possible to say how each
detachment of the inveding Army was~compoéeé, or wﬁa‘i: were
its .movemenfs. The early hours of Apfil 9th4 seem, however , to

have been the decisive moment in the German plan, for, a}

Midnight four Germsn Warsh:.ps appeared at the entrance to Oslo
. Fjord and engaged the forts of Boaerne ‘and Rauer, at 0200 hours,

£lve warships appeared off Bergen, and engaged the forbs, at - -

0330 hours, two, warsh:.ps entered Trondhjem, As dayllght came

‘up, the Dxftwa:f‘fe supported the invaesion; e:.ghteen detaobments, C

érawn. presunably, from Kaxr@f‘geschwadern L, 26 and 27, gnd

(1) Six on the First occasion; three on the second° a.nd three on 'bhe th:.rd.
(Air Mim.stry War, Room Summaxy 265). No damage was done.
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" controlled From:the stations.of Lubeck, Oldenburg, Utersen,
Hﬁsxﬁﬁ', Westerland, Rendsburg, List 'and.N_Qrdeggj operated; the
“"'t:aSk'v""a.ssignea-to ‘some ‘(though not .to all) of - them ﬁas to
..v'.&ﬁ‘ﬁia‘ékf‘Df&b,a,Ck,- Peste, Akershus, Horton and Hameln in Oslo Fjord,
E Na:‘vik,'Kri‘stfan'Sand: end -Egepsund appear to have been ocoupied,at

gbout the same time, by detachments of troops that were escorted by

light Naval forces, . S
See Army ' The lendings in Norway were synchronised, carefully T
Quarterly . ' T S o
Vol.XIIII with the invasion of Denmarke . At sbout midnightwon April 8, a-
Nog: 2 Arte 8, o : TR

massr,of German. troops was asserbled on the Danish frontier; fbi.\r'
hours later, the Germans crossed the frontiér ,at ibenraag

simultaneously (01..30 hours or theresbouts) a Naval force and
some tra.nsports appeared off M:.ddlefahrt in the Danish

Air Ministry island of Funen’." Copenhagen was occupied at about the

War Room .

Summary No,265, seme time; for at 0500 hours- German «troops were mrchlng,

Norway -and

the Wer.pp.49 through the town, Four o‘'clock in:the morning -appears to

et seq, ; ) )
- have been the moment when all these .attacks were to be in

full swing, for 11: was then that the Germen Min:.ster . .
oalled at the Norwegian Foreign Of'fn.ce s and presented the
Norweglen Minister with a;%.,mex;;ozjqndum, in which the.German
Government invited the Norwegian authorities to order their
‘forges to stop fighting, and. to arrange fbr a peaceful and.
bloodless receptn.on of the-German forces, in the country. |

“After “*he had presen*ted this. note, the German M:Lm.ster expla:.ned

’

that the German forces had. orders to corplete. the ocoupation _ -

" of certain towns' by 0900 hours, The Norwegian Government a.nd

v L

the King moved to ‘Elverum soon afterwards.

Air MiniS‘!:iy “ The reports that were  received in London during the
War Room:- . N : ' . - 4

Summz.:y . night served to. stiow that Norway was being . invaded from first
No.265, ' -

light to dusk, ' On April 9th, therefore, the squadrons in
18 Group ».and the borriber squaurons that were temporarlly

attaohed to the Group made twenty flights over the Norwegi.a.n '
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coast; and from thelr reports and the reports that were .
received from Naval so@qegl%he authoz;i;ties in Whitehall
- discovered that mattors were in this; posture: .
o Narvik was occupied and -about half a dozen destroyers were
:.n the roadstead.
Aalesund was occupied,
Trondhjem was 'ocdupied and Athere. were cruisers, destroyei's )
and transports in the roadstead,
Bergen was occupied; and a German cruiser was alongside'

the dock, ©.

Egersund was occupied.

Alr Ministry Christiansund was occupied and a cruiser was stationed
Waxr Room . : . . )

S

ummary
No, 266,

there, L

Oslo was occupled and there was a Naval forge at
anchor in the Fjord, : &

.41l Denmark was ix{ Gennaﬁ hands,

. As the most important a.erodromes :Ln Norway were near
the occupied harbours, it was assumed that they, also, were

ocoupled- Fornebu and’ Stavanger’ were, :mdeed ’ repor‘bed to be in

FoO.Tels. German he_a.nds by the evenmg of the 9th, and when it was learned
Norway- T A
April. 9th, how .quickly the‘invasion was being carried out, and that town after

tovm was falling into the German hanas, 'i;he British Government
u.rged the Norweg:.an authorlties to destroy Stavanger aeroarome

bgfprg the Germans seized it, The Norweg:.an Chief of Staff

-~

(1) The Truant enéétged & Koln class cruiser and 3 destroyers off Kristiansand

(2)

on the evening of the 9th., British Naval vessels recomnoitred Narvik in
foroe at dawm on the 10th; the Renown engaged two armoured ships in
Lat.67° : 22 'N, Long., 9° 3LE at 031;.0 hours on the lO'th. The Fleet Air -
Arm reconno:lyred Bergen on the 10th, '

The Germen cruiser - the Kom.,czsberg - was hit and damaged by the
Wellingtons of 115 Squadron, She was sunk the following day by Skuas
of the Fleet Air Arm. The Germens were raising end salving her three
years later,
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answered that it was then too late.

During the foil,owing.éa&; (April '105- the- German
Minister, Dr, Brausr, me‘éc.;,;chve_, King of Norday st Elverum, and
then :‘Ln.f‘orme{i him that ‘&he’.stiﬁglations in the note that had
been prosented on the previous day were no longer deemed

sufficient; and that the Germans now insisted that a Norwegian

Government of ‘their own selection should be appointed,. This

was I,'e,f'used', and at’ 2000 hours the German Minister was told

that the Norweglens would resist for as long as they could,
Throu.ghop.t,the day, the Germé.ris“tightened their -grip upon the

two countries: a considerable force of bombers and fighters

- ocoupied the aerodromes at Stavenger end Aalborg; thirteen

detachments of bombers that were oo;'xtroliod; from the same
sts;;ions as on the day previous operated over the country,

end a fai;‘iy strong force raided Soapa Flow at 2100 hours.
Indeed, a message.that was intercepted towa;cj,ds' nightfall was a
ocurious illustration of how rapidly.and methodically the Germans
were Working: it was from a Command:.ng Offn.oer in Gemany who
enq_u:.red rather fre‘bfully whether the teleprn.nter at Kristiansend
wes 'bhen working - he ev;dently thought that it was h:.gh time

it should be.

Soon a.f'tor the first news. of the invasion came in, the
Britlsh and Frenoh GOVemments assured 'bhe Norwet_ia.n authorities
'l:hat t‘l;esr would a.ss:.st thems ~and 1t fell to the Chiefs oi' Staffs
Oommittee and tha Jo:.nt Planm.nﬂ Comm:.ttee to consider what
assistance oould mos't properly ba giv‘en. Troops were a.lready

NI
enﬂaa.rked for an’ expedltion a.g;a:.nst Norwa,y, so that the task

" was to see how these foroes should be used. -On this point the

representations of the Norweg:.an authorit:.es were of great

‘ N

weight, and they urged w:.th tha utmost ins;.s'bence, tha‘a evmthmg I

should be subordinated to the reca.pture of Trondh,jem' for ‘bh:.s,
when done, would ensble the King, the Cabinet and the Storiing to

re-establish themselves in the centre of the ocountry, and to

o
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rule it from fhere; The Norwegmn authorlta.es oonsldered
moreover, that Trondhjem oould be recovered i¥ ‘forces were
rapidly despatched, a8 they d:.d not consa,dér $het the Germen

.hold on the southern part of the cou.ntry was by any means Secure,

Two plans f'or the recovery ‘of Trondhjem were oonsideredx the
first wes that :.t should be ta.ken by a direct assault; the
seoond,tha.t it should be’ isolated a.nd carried later. The i)le.n :
of attackirig Trondﬁjem direct was 'oértainly. urged by many
expera.enoed offioers, but the ob,jeot:.ons to it were serious, and

the Chlefs of Sta.ff reported against 1% on the following grounds:

The borrbardment of Trondhjem woulc. be an essenta.al part of the

opera.t:.on, and th:.s was 1:.kely o be 111 received and much

.uiarepresente& the Home Fleet would bé concentrated of'f

| 'l‘rondh;jem for a cons:.derable t:.me » and would be". severely:

attacked by the Germen I.uftwaf’fe, no photographic reconnaissances .V
had been made of Trondh,jem, and the 1and:l.ngs would, in conseq_uence,\
be pla.nned from such gun.donce as coula be obta:.ned from maps and

oharte; f:.nally, "Phere had not been time to moke the detailed and
meticulous prepsration that was necessary, " The altemative" pla.n

prom:.sed equally good results with less risk, The Germans had

‘oocupi.ed the ch:!.ef ports in the cou.ntry, and were holdins: the
: teminals of the ra:.lways that comnect Oslo to the towns on the
‘ west ooast. The oormum.cat:.ons from Oslo to:Bergen, Trondh,jem.

end Stava.nger were, however, temporarily blocked by the Norwegian

Army, which was assemblmg in the oentral part of the ocountry.
If therefore , the Norweg:.ans oould be ‘so re:.n.‘f‘orced that the

Gemms could not drive them from thea.r posa.'b:.ons, the :.solatea

\Germa.n garrison in Trondh.jem oould be expelled by an attack from

the nor’hh. ‘l‘h:.s pla.n, mhich was e‘!'rongly recommended by the

Allied mlss:.ons that ha.d been sent %o Sweden was s in ‘Fact, s

4a.dopted, e.nd the orders tha.t Were despa.tohed to the Commenders of*

the expeditiona.xy force were: tha’c the 1.!¢.6th brigade, and a

".E‘renoh dem:L bri.gade should la.nd at Namsos, “that they should



“advance: on' Tréridhjem. through Steinkjaer and Skojns:

secure it as a base of opera.tions; and that they should then

the lL;B'bh

"brigade , (1ess one battalion) WaS ‘to land at Aandalsnaes; a.dvanoe

up the;Romsdal; ‘block. the German: advence at Dom'bas', end ‘then

*-"operéie age.inét »Trondhjem, with such reinforcements as would R
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- would, alcne, take two months,

then have been sent, The expedition a.gainst Narvik, wh:Lch

had been the major part of the original plan was entrusted to 'bhe

'. thh'brlgade, and. to a French force of chasseurs alpins which

was to follow them, The Commender of the brigade was ordered

%o secure a base at Harstad; and to- conoert measures for ‘

recovering Nervik, with the 1ocal Norweg:.an Gommander.
It remained to settle what air operations were most

proper to the circumstances tﬁat then obtained, When the plans

for bringing Norway under our contro.l. were first oons:.dered .

the air staff had thought that three f:.ghter sq_uadrons s two

' Bonber squa.drons , one Army Co-operation squadron and one Army -

Goéoperaétion flight, might, . 'eventually, be allotted to operations
in Norway. It had, however, slways been assumed that these
squadrons, would be sent gradually; f'or the. Naval Staff had
assured the Air S'ba.'f‘:f:‘ that Scandinavia could only be conquered
ef ter prolonged-fighting; and that the capture of Oslo Fjord

Whenever ‘the Air Staff had

- contemplated operations in Norway, it had ytherefors, been

. axiomstic, that nothing would be done until the British and

Norwegian steffs haoi conferred 'I;ogether; and that all the
Norwegian aerodromes e.nd Air Force stat:n.ons should be at our
dlsposal. This was no longer the oa.se, for the princ:l.pal
Norwegian aerodromes were now 9.11 in Germe.n handss; the
original pla.n of . operations was’ thus converted into a simpler

Y

(but -extremely pressmg) matter: Where should thé fighter

squadrons that were ready be sent e.nd from what tengpora.ry

bases-should they operate, in order that 'l;heym:.ght support

and :eover the Army's operations 7 - On this mb,t'ber, ‘it wes
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decided to await the recoﬁmgnda.tions of the Air Force
of'ficer‘ whb was sent to Norway to inspect the theatre, It was
rea.'l.:.sed tha'l: » inasmuch as. the despa.tch of the fa.ghter Squadrons
was. thus postponed, so, the m:.l:.tary forces at Aandalsnaes and
Namsos would ne defenceless aga.inst the enemy's Air Force for
some time to come, It was, however, deemed esseritial that en
,eicpe'ditiona.ty force ghoizld be landed, without delay, upon |
Norwegian soil, to stiffeﬁ ‘bhe Norwegian reéista.me, and above .
all, to prove to the Norweg:.ans and’ the Swedes that 4llied
assistance was not a mere form of words.
This éeclslon only :L'nposed delay upon the f‘:.ghter
squadrons that were to acconq)a.n‘y,ﬁthe Army: the bonber
sq_\.iaarons , and as meny ’of ﬁie c§e.stal squadréné as could be
Bomber Command  spared, were to act at once, a.nd were to borb the aerodrones
Operations
Record Book that the Liftwaffe had occup:.ed , and were to attack ‘the ~
. G—erman communications whenever an opportunity offéred, 'By
» reiding any convoy‘ that we knew to ‘be on a voyage to Néfway, .
and by mining the entrances to the' éerman bases (See Pax;t II‘

Y

do&umen‘b 6). These were the imediate deczslons. there .
were, howevar, other mattérs that 1n.fluenoed ‘the first
:.ncept:.on, and the subsequent conduct R of the operat:.ons :.n
Nérway. When all the releva.nt reports had been cons:.dered
the Intelligence Steffs est:l.ma‘aed that the Germsns were

Waxr Off.‘:[oe . employing three div:.sions for the:.r operations:in Norway:

Intelligence .
Surmary Nog 34 the Air Staff's wa.reless intelligence se;;vi-ce.repopted that the

© Air Ministry.  Iuftweffe had allotted ebout ten long range bomber squadi'dns,

Weekly Intelli- - : _ ~

gence Swmmary  a bomber recomnaissance Gruppe (three Squad‘rons) three ®gliadrons -
32 and A.M, '

Daily Intelli- of double engined fighters; a.nd ’chree AI'B‘W Co-opera’cion

genoce Summexry - :
X35. squadrons to the invas:.on.- The d:w:.s:.ons that were inva.d:.ng
Norway, and the Luftwaffe forma.tions ‘that were assist:mg the

! | Arnv ha.d however, all been stationed in northemm Germany
| for some tn.me pa.st- the a.rmies that were ma.ssed on the French

and Belgian frontiers had not, therefore, been drawn upon, or
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m z.my way weakened by the operat:.ons in Norway, and ‘the

'onslaught tha’c we were e:@ect:.ng on the Western Fron‘b wes

Daily State
Retumms.

(1) .

""still Just as threa.tenmg, just as imminent. We were not,

‘ therefore, free to divert. any of the fomes that ‘We were main—

tain:l.ng :.n the west, and the Lir Staff could only apply this
""" masmuch as our

regular f:.ghter 8quadrons could not he: employeo 1n Norway unless

they were sent to the country and based there, it Pollowed that

only a small detachment. could be spared, As for the boriber

squadrons, it had been arranged that A.the entire bomber force

'. should be used to aelay the German a.dvance‘v into.Hé1lland end

Belgium. the employment of bomber squadrons in- Norway wes,
,therefore y sub,ject to this llmlta.ng cond:.t:uon, thet- bhey could
only engage upon operatlons 'bhat could be stopped Bt oa moment's
notice, No matter now. qulolifly our_.fmn:;.es, ‘ady'_anced, end’ A

no matter what aerodromes they ;_z;'ecoverod from the enemy, there
co'xﬁd' thus be no thought of stationing i)onber squaarons :Ln
twen'by-'bhree squa.drons strong: W oreas the enemy ‘had be'bw’een
110 and 120 long range bomber Squadrons at his d:.sposa.l. Ve
squadrons 11’1 the Coasta.l Command were also engaged upon -
operat:Lons ’chat could not be ebandoned for operat:.ons in
Norway: the whole of 15 Group was required for escoz‘ting
the convoys in the Westem Approaches and the Ira.sh Sea-
16 Grou;p and 18 Group were employed in escort:.ng the ooast-

wise convoys (wh:Lch was a.ll the more necessary to be done :.n v

that the east coast convoys could .now be raided from Norway), e

(2)

1

The formations from which the Germen- Alr Forces were drawn were- '
Eaqpf geschwadern: 26 (Iubeck and Perleberg); 30 (Oldenburg and Perleberg);
L ‘(recently called up from central Germany and stationed on the northern

coast):

100 recently put into service ‘and stationed in'the north: bomber

reconnaissance Gruppe 122 Wunstorf and Utersen: Zerstorer Geschwader 1,

‘Utoersen and Nordholz:- jrd Gruppe of Lehr 2 (Arny Go-op. Henschel 126),

Fritzlar. .

r' TS I
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and’ in carrying out routine sweeps in the North Se.a..
The squadrons Vin 18 Gioup wWere o a oertain extent avallebls,

. in that the sweeps:;i).d pa.tr;l'sifhé;jh théy were then conducting
in the Noﬁh Sea could be e:#teﬁdgd to the .No;"welgian coast.
As far aé the Air Sfeff were concerned ,.: thex'eforé, the
German Luf tweffe were oﬁeiating some- 206 alrcre.ft in Norway
eand Denmark from S.erodrc;f;es indide thosé two countries;
whe;'eas we ‘c;:ﬁld only e‘.ﬁgggé our twanty-three botber squadrens

| and a few coastal squadrons from 16 and 18 Groups upon brief,
s;éﬁsmdio operations , that could be carried oﬁﬁ £rom stations

- _ that were separated from Norwa& 'bj the whole width of the
- North _Sea. ‘
| The 50mb§t s}luadrons exsouted their first raid on
'Aprii 11th, when Stavanger was bonﬂo:eé after dark by 115
Bomber Commend Squadron (Wellingtons, Merham, 3 Gréup)} while 22 Whitleys

Operations . ;
Record Book from 10, 51, 102 and 77 Squadrons (L Group) swept the belts

Apps B4 370, Lo
' and the Kattegat, from Kiel to Oslo. The squadrons in
5 Group (Hampdens) carried out most of .the mining operations:
the ports selected for the Pirst expeditions (April 20/21)

were Elbe, Kiel, the Little Belt and Iubeck, Thereafter, and

No, 254 for as long as the campaign lasted, these operations were - - -
Squadron o : . v . St :
Operations - carried out night by night, with stch variations as the
Record Book, ' e

oircumstances demended. (See Part VI documents 1, 2),
. Stavanger wes now strangly held by a ig.rge force of

Air Ministry double engined fighters and long range bonbers; the forces on
_ Daily War » v L e

Room Summary  Vaernes aerodrome (near Trordhjem) were not yet ascertained: -
April 11, : . . S Lo

(1) Coestal Commend squadrons were thus employed during March. Recomnaiss-
anae 1818 hours; anti-submarine patrols 2606 hours; other patyols 172
hours; convoy 4543 hours, The groups contained the following stations:

15 Group (H.Q.Devonport) Pembroke Dock: 1 Sunderland Squedron, Cerew" -

- Oheriton: 1 Flight of Ansons (217 Squadron), Mount Batten; 1 Sunderland
Squadron;- St,Eval, 1 Anson Squadron, Hooton Park, 1 flight of Ansons, .
Aldergrove, 1 Anson Squadron. 16 Group (H,Q.Chathem) Birchem Newton: 1
inson end 1 Blenheim Squadron, Detling, 1 Anson Squadron; North Coates,

1 Beaufort Squadron; Thorney Island, 1 Anson and 1 Beaufort Squadron,. .. ..

o 18 GroF (H, Q. Pitreavie Castle) Dyce: 1 inson Squadron,Invergordon: 1 . ,
- Sunderland Squadron; Leuchars:; 2.Hudson Squadrons; iullom Voel Stranraer,

and 1 Sunderland Squedron; Sumburgh Head (Shetlands) 1 Blenheim Squadror,
Thorneby: 1 Hudson; 1 Anson Squadron; Witk, 1 Hudson Squadron,
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The epémy were, however, still .c':ontrollingv their 'Nemegian
eperat‘iens from etat ions in north Germsny and Schleswig.
| The elements of two divisions had been allotted to
'bhe Norwegian exped:.t:.on, and on April 1hth, a party of

. /
' marines landed at Namsce: they were followed by the hesd-

-quarters of. the 146th brigade, by three infantry battalions and

by the Royal Engineers that were allotted to the e:céedition.(l)
on the day Pollowing, bhe 2Lth brigade, and the 3rd Light
AlA, ‘bat’eery landed at Harstad, the base of operations in t&e
Narvik area, | The Commending Officer of the expedition,‘ ’
General Mackesey, was at once convinced that Nervik could

not be‘t.a.ken by an immediate ‘attack egaipst the peﬁinsuia
'up0n‘ whiee'!,i:.’c stood; and as the'oiaerations against that

‘place followed a course of their own; and as they were only

pressed to an igsue after the operations against ‘I‘ronéh':jem

were over , it will be convenient %6 describe them separately,.

Topographiceal Namsos, whence the main thrust against Trondhjem was
Handbook of Norway

Ml.2,"and ©  to be madey is'a small town (3,600 inhabitants) at the hea.d
Norway Pilot

Paxrt III of a long fJord the harbour works consist of one quay a.nd of

(Admiralty Pub-

licity pp. 79, a slip where medium sized vessels éan be hauled up; a certain

amount of wood pulp was shipped from the harbour in peace
time, but the traffic of the port is sinal'l when conpared
with that of Bergen.or Trondhgem.A Nevertheless ’ the troops
General Ga.rton Were pushed forward so rapidly, and the:.r stores were

de Wiart's . .

report.. """ oleared so qu:.ckly that the enen;y detected no signs of the

lana:.ng. The br:.g,ade moved into the Steinkjaer area, and

prepared to me.ke a dash on Trondhjem.

W/T Intelli~ . When this lending at’ Namsos was being carried out, the
gence Report 4 ' : T
ending 2359. enemy appeer to have been reinforcing their northern gerrisons
hours April . = = : s . . .

17. : TR '

(1) The Lth mes, 'bhe Halle.ms, and the 1/)4. ba.ttal:.on of - the K:.ng's Own
Yorkshire Light Inf.‘an‘bry. : e
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, with‘air borne troops: the Luf'twaffe wero J.ndeod fasgt

Alr Ministry

-Joint Intelli-

genoe Committee
Summary No.be

,settl:.ng down_in the country, for we now a.scerta:.ned that
their Sque.drons were thus dlstr:.buted (April 17th).

Vaernes (near Trondh,jem) 3s uadrons) of dive bombers
(Ju, 87!

3 squadrons of long range bombers
He, 111's)

3 squadrons of twin engined bombers
Me, 110's)

1 squadron of coastal reconnaissance’
machines (He. 115's)

Kristiansend, 3 squadrons of single engine
- fighters (Me, 109!'s)

Oslo Kjeller, 4 squadrons of long range bombers
- o (Heo111's and Jus88's)

Oslo Fomeb';.' 3 squadrons of long range bombers

1 squadron of coastal reconnaissance
machines.

In additiey, 3 squadrons of dive bombers were believed to be

at Oslo—K,jeller- 3 sq_uadrqns of Arn;y Ce;eperation machines were

.0perating from bases that were altered from day to day; and

between 250 and 300 trarmpoxt a:.rcraft were mak:.ng tr:Lps between

.- north Germany ’. Denma.rk and Norway.

Norway Pilot
Part Ixcpoﬁlill-

Aa.ndalsnaes , Where the second wmg of the e:cped:.t:.onary
force was to be landed, is lz.ttle more tha.n a hamlet at the

head of Romsdalsf.jord in peace time the place was a tourist

~oentre; ,a.nc] visitors, who were making the round trip of

Norway ,often dise:rbarked there and went on by train to Oslo,

The harbour works were, therefore, constructed for the

recelvn.ng and dlsoha.rging of this pa.ssenger tra.ff:.c, and for '

the 1oad:.ng and unloadmg of a few ooe.sta.l steamens' they

. consisbed of a quay, which was so small ‘tha.t if a steamer

with five hatches lay alongs:.de :Lt only three hatches could

be worked at one time; of an electric crane,. wh:.ch could no

» longer be worked as the eleotr:.cn,ty had been cut off from the



Captain
Maxwell
Hyslop's
Letter of
Proceedings,

General Paget's
report on
Operations
at Aandalsnaes,

| =20 =
town; and of a jetty with a fron.tagg!_ of about 60 feete In
peace time 700 to;m could be loaded a.nd discherged from the
ha.rboux; evory twenty-four ehours; in the circumstances then
prevailing, ships could only be loaded and unloaded during
da.r]mess;.é.nd this set in at 'bén o'clock at night, and ended
at four o'clock in the morning, - The whole place hasbéen
built upon one of those small expanses of flat land that are hand
to be found at the ﬁouths of rix;érs; for the Rauma oomeé out
of the .mount'ain valley,‘ Just above the seftlement; and the
town of Aandalsnaes, and the village of Veblungsnes stand

astride the mouth, The flat land upon wbidh the houses stand is

- small, and is restricted, on all sides, by steep, savage

" mountains, Molde, which was also & tourist centre,is about

25 miles away, and its harbour'works are better than those of
,Aand,alsnaesi for they consi:_:st' of a wharf, to which Norwegian
mail ﬁeamers could make fast, end of a fair sized jetty;
luggers with die;pl engings a_nd::_a' few passenger,{ferryv éteémérs '

could be used for \g,zfansﬁ)q;f'ﬁ‘ing goods from Molde to Aandalsnaes.

See CeLiGeS, tele~ On April 17th, a party of merines were put ashore at

gram to General

Morgan April ..

Aandalsnaes; the 148th brigade disembarked on the following

17th, 2217 and "

£, 0, thSo

from Norway for o . .
.. authorities were still hopeful that Dombaas would be seized

- Uth April, .

See also Tels,
205 from
Stockholm,
12th April;
220 from
Stockholm,
13th April;
238 Dipps
1kth April
from Stocke
holm,

night, end at once pressed on towerds Dorbaas. Our

. and held; but the Norwegian Commender-in-Chief was

despondent, snd said, from the Beginning, that he did not
hope for a good issue, as his men were already fighting with ' —
their bare fists, - The Capital and the principal towns were,

indged, in the e‘nen'w"svhands, and a large part of the

., .Norwegien Army's stores, arms.and equipment were .'lost; more-

A

.over, as the chief points in the country's telephone and

telegraph system were a.lsb:_ \under Gei‘man control, it waé
difficult to send out the messages and orders that regulate a

general mobilisation: the assembling of the Ay was, therefore;
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1little but, the congregating together of a mass of unarmed

‘men (who were. soon half famished) in the ice bound valleys

Report of

Air Officer
attached to
Norwegian
High Gommand
S.5301. )

that split “the mountain chain between Oslo ond Trondhjem,

" The Norwegian.,Aizg.;Eqrce was in an even worse case;
most of the aireraft, the stores and the pla:;lt had been
based on 'Trondh,jein and 0810,’ and were, therefore, lost, The
fow mactiines that were loft - 12 Gladiators, a Caproni borber,
and a few two sea,teranokkers -~ Wwore collected at leke Va.ngém;)osa:

"They. flew rarely", our Liaison Officer reported, "but aiqg

. occasionally meke reconnaissance flighis to determine eneny

positions for the C,-in~C,'s information, .isthevre were only
a few hundred gallons of aviation spirit - nb, borbs - and
as the sky' ‘'Was never empty of patroliiné Heinkels, ,there
was little incemtive to take the air," |

By this ;tima s the Air_Mini,s.:t:c‘y, had made :Q_,._-finql
determination . about the.figh.’cer squb.dron thét ﬂas'to be
atteohed to the drmy, The decision had been delayed, because,

the selection of a suitable base for the squadron, in a rugged,

.mogptaihous country where landing grounds are difficult to

. them the reports of Squadion Leader Whitney-Straight, who

find, was a matter that could not be settled until an Alr
Force officer had inspected every possible site gnd, had
recommended thé ﬁo,st suiteble, : The Air Staff now had before
.
had been sent to Norway as Liaison Officer to the Norwegian '
High »Gon@andz the choice, obviously, lay between Lake Vangsmjosa,

which lies to the west of the Gudbrendsdel (see map), and Lake

Lesjeskogen, which is in the northern part of the valley, and

- dbout forty mwiles from Aandalsnaes. Squadron Ieader Whitney-

Stralght considered. that Lake Vahgsmjosa was the bettei of the

" two places and strongly recormended it: two squadrons of any

. - type of alrcraft could have operated from it very easily; it

-was free of Snow; it was connected by road to Aardals Fjord,
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where stores.and squipment could have been landed and
handled-,and it was being used as a sort of'emergenoy

base by, the Norwegien Air Force, 4 quadron"Lééder Whitneyh

. Straight never swerved from hls conviotlon that thms would have

.f been the best base for the Gladlator squadron, and all that

happened later, strengthened - hin in his opinion. - Névertheless,

the Air Staff refused to send the flghter .squadron to Lake - Ry

Vangsmjosa for the rqllow1ng reasons: OQur troops were only

_blooking the Gudbrandsdal, and, until the operations agsinst

- Prondhjem were‘suocessfuliy completed, it-whé not intended that

~ they shoula‘extepd the zone of their operations, Leke Vangsmjosa.

was not, therefore;'covered by our troops, indeed, as the road

that runs elong the valley where the lake is 31tuated leads

straight towards Oslp, the whole place wag open to a Gernan

aﬂvanoe, and was without proteofion against it, - Furthermore -

the Air Staff Were now receivmng the most serious reports that

the Iuftwaffe wore borbing the Norweg;ans round Lllléhamner wmth—

' Qut_oppo;ition;_and that the damage being done to the road and

' rgilwayAthindwﬁhgzﬁbnwggian,position;was 55 severs. that the

.egtire line of oqmmunicaf;on to Aandalsnaes might shortly be

compromised.: As this danger, (and it thregtenéd the whole

' soheme of oparations) was éeveloping so fast, it was of the

1ast anortance that the squadron should be so based that it

would automatloally pitigate the attacks that were being

()

deliverea upon QVerything that moved along. the valley road.

B squadron, that was operating from thgsndosa dould not hope

vto do this; for. the lake. is fifty-five niles fron the nearest
‘point in the. Gudbrandsdal and is separated “from it by a chain

of high mountains; and,by a cluster of great glaciers that is
called the Jotun Fjords For these reasons, the’Air Staff decided
'Athgt'the sdpadrbn should be sent to Lesjeskogen,'a long lake, about

& thousand yerds wide in its broadest pert, and within a stone's
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throw of the road a.nd ra:_lwa.y that run up the valley. Every
other place tha.‘l: could have been used as a landing ground was
either too olose '!:o the enemy (and so lisble %o be overrun if
the énery's troops made headway) s or oo far from. the irmy's
headguarters. o _

4 “On the 19‘1.;h. April parties of the 148th brigade

general ?arbon passed thmugﬁ Donbaas, and General deet landed the 5th French

Rszitaf*-s - . demi brigede at Namsos, This second landing was not 80 well

o concealed as the first; for General Audet brought with him 14,000
troops, and a 1a.rge quahti’cy of pateriel, and it was not possible
to olear this quickly from the small jetties that were available,
Even if this could have been done, the stores.could not have
- been hidéen,md insofar as the Germens were fully aware by the

19th that Namsos was being used as an:illied base, they were

lisble to des truct:.on from the a:.r.

oy,
" R

When G-eneral Auc’let had thus brought his troops ashore,
all was ready for executa.ng the first pa:ct of the plan - the
blocking of the G-erma.n advanoe up. the Gudbrandsdal and 'bhe
re~-capture ‘of Trondh;]em - and aﬁ‘airs Mere. in this’ posture.

~+Since the order to atback ’the Norwegian aerodromes’ was
first given, Stavanger had been hoxz,lbed.,th:.rteen times, ‘I'rondh;jem
. -three times) a.nd Kristiansand twice, - (See Part VI, aooument 1.
These Opera‘b:l.ons were be:.ng performed in spite of” g;rea‘b
difPicilties.” The first of these, (and the pilots oonsidered
. . that it was of grave prejudice to them) was that as no
preparations had been made to operate over Norway, so s the aix*—
| craf't captains and the orews laoked 2ll those things that
" had been thought essentia.l to good bombing: the maps and aharts
See Nos 9 that are most useful for the approe.oh- the large scale target maps
-Squadron Ops,
Record Book, and photogra.phs that are studied before the squadron tekes off ’
and. which are expla.:.ned by the Sguadron Commander. and 'bhe
 Intelligence ‘Off’ioer; for ‘.msfee.d. of this, the pilots were

of'ten crossing the North Sea, and looking for the targets that



‘influence was the weather, As our borbers were operating withoutb |

’ ‘aaverse.- clmun;si;ames; and by Apr:.l 20th, the 1list of frustrated

- raids 8tood thuss:.. .

- 5k -
had Dbeen allotted to them w:.th noth:.ng better to gulde then

“than a \sheet from an extrenqely small scale mep, and a tra.oing

from the town plans in Basdeker's guide to Norway. As a
consequence, & coﬁsiderablq nurber of bombers did not attack their
targets beaause they could not find thems The second adverse’
fighter escort, over a country where the enemy had stationed ~

about six squadrons of fighters of ‘the latest type, the'y were

-ordered to attack their targets, if they had ‘oloud cover, but not

othenﬁise. .This often.obliged the pilots to turn back; for the
weather over Norway was frequently, fine and clear: 4s for the
olouds that were deemed .’gndj.e?pensable’ to évery operation, they
were genéra.lly accompenied by foul weather: moreover, the whole
couhtry was 8till deep in snow,' and "bhe lakes were frozen;

the upper ai.r was, in oonsequanoe ,b:.tterly cold and when olouds
gathered, they were laden with snow, freezing drizzle and hail,

In addition, ..tha;vieather'in the North Sea was wet, foggy and

| changeable; and’ great gales accompanied by rain ond sleet

* frequently. swept acrbss i*i;- 80 tha-l; the Eilots had to oross,

and re-aross this zone of ’crea.cherous weather, with worse

charts and feeblernavigational aids than they had ever before

‘been- prov:.ded withe A oonsiderable proportion of the raids

-a.ga:.nst the Gez'man ‘bases in Norway were rmch weakenec‘l by these

On April 11th, six Hempdens from 61 Squadron took off

for Kristiansand; but re'!;unied s 88 there was no oloud ‘cover,

OnA_.A_;pril_ 15th, twelve \V}xitleys ‘from 10 and 102 Squadrons
took: off to attack Stavanger: one could not find the target; two
returned with inter-oo:%uwnic;afbion trouble; one returned w;i:bh’
engine- trouble; one, misund'ers'bood. a Syko message'ana‘ came back,

On_4pril 16th, two Whitléys from 51 Squadron tried to
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reconnoitre the aerodrome at Oslo, but could not find it,

On April 17th, eight ‘Whitleys ‘from 77 Squadron tried to
attack Trondhjem: not one of théw féund it. | '
| On April 18th, seven Whitleys from 58 and 10 Squadrons
af%e‘mptea ‘to reconnoiitie Oslo Fjord :  the whole Pjord was
'so misty, that they saw nothing,

On April 18th, six Blenheims from 107 Squadron took off

forvStavangér; five returned, as there was no cloud cover; the

" sixth was not seen again.

Report on
A.A. defence
Sickle Force,

II H5 14
Message from
British
representative
with Norweg~
ilan C=in-C...
1050/17
Inf.Brig. int,
Swmrary 1800
hours,

19.1V. 40,

On April 19th, six Blenheims from 107 Squadron took ™
of f for Stavahger; but returned, bécags,e there was no clogd '
cover; | L

On 'April 20th, three Wollingtons from 149 Squadron o
took off for 4slborg; one could not find 14, ()

’ The Germon Air Foroes , on the other hand, were very
'}"’ai'vo;aré.bly situated; for 5"0&?37 we'ref'riear the points at which
'bhe:.r '.{xrq:r”waé opé:ratiri'g';. a.nd as they Were not impedéd by
fighter As'qiiadrozné' or by A.A.flrc, they 'wer'e': able ‘l:_ci"‘ idéntif;y
thei‘r."fb.rgef’s at 1e"'i.éu;’e andto borb ‘them céi‘efully and

methodicelly, During the first week of the irivasion, the

' Germen bombers dealt with the Norwegiam Army, which was then

divided into four groﬁps:ﬂ: the first aid the most impo:{rt:fmt,
Wes in the velléys to the north of Oslo, snd was trying o hold
é;‘line between Elverum on the e,ast‘. and Dokka on the west;‘t s

" the second group wes hold:.ng Voss, 'a‘t\i'é:'w'as striving to

prevent German garrison in Bergen from advé.ncing along the
Bergén;Honefosé railway; the third 'group was faocing the Germans

that w:éré in Trondhjem; and was trying to block a southerly advance

by holding Storen: the fourth group was to the east of Trondhjen,

(1) 10.Squedron - Dishforth (4 Group): 102 Squadron - Driffield(} Group) 77
Squadron - Driffield (4 Group); 51 Squddron - Dishforth (4 Gréup) 58
Squadron ~ Linton-on-Ouse (4 Group); 61 Squadron - Hemswell (5 Group) 107
Squadron - Wattisham (2 Group); 149 Sgiadron - Mildenhall (3 Group)..

For full

‘details of..thwarted, or frustrated raids and reconnaissance,

see Appendix,
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146th
Infantry
Brigade, War

Diary.

168th Light
A, Abattery.
War Diary

. -5 6 - .

in the Stordal,  Each of these pés'::;%ions_ was attacked by
the German bombers, from the first _dayé of the invasion: few
details of the German opera.'tions‘ are at present available; and
we know, only, th;t the Noﬁegims were, much discouraged by
the continual 'bombling';""for 'bheir artillery, (if they had any)
dia not even im)onvem.ence the German bombers, who were
often flying two hundred feet above their heads.

On 4pwril 15th, the Germans turned their attention to
our bases and bombed Namsos: a pilot of a; Sunderland from
228 Squaedron wes flying over the place at the time, and he
reported that the bombing was well done. On the day following,
Nemsos was bonbed again, while our troops were disenbarking;
some da.nage was done, but the place was still usable as a
base; for General Aundet dlsenbarked his dem-brigade during
the night 19/20.- On April 20th " the German Alr Force
Commenders directed a large pré'portion of their a.vailable

borbers against Namsos: the raids went on all day, w:.th

shor'l: intervals between them, a.nd oy nlghtfall the town s

?he railway station, and all the rolling stock were either

. ruined by bombs orguttéd by fires: the headquarters of the .

C.0.H. M, S,

- Nubien Report
of proceed-
ings file
S. 528,

146th brigade, which was in an almshouse on the side of a
hill, was about the only'bulldihq that :ésca.ped. When the .
Commandlng Officer of the Nubion brought his ship into

Nag;gos, Fjord, he: "observed a red flare in the sky, which was
realiséd to, be a blg fire. When the town came into view the

sight wes remarkable: the whole place was a mass of flames,

"~ from end to end, and the glare upon the snows of the surrounding

146th Inf.
Bgde. H, Q-
diary.

mountains made a;ri‘mmforgetfable spectacle." . Aandalsnaes was

bombed, but not so severely. _ /
. On the following day, (&pril 21st) the Germen air '

Squadrons del:.vered their heaviest attack upon Steink,)a.er, which

was now the central point of the 146th brigade's operations;
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.. the enerqy*s ra:.ds began at about noon, and went on L.ll day.

168th Light
AJA, battery
Wexr Diary,

146th Inf,
Brigade
War Diary

: by nightfall the whole fom was blaz:mg, the road bra.dge over.

the river that runs mto Be:.tstad Faord was severely damaged;

“the railwa.y brn.dge, being made of 1ron s Was still standing, but

its WOoden floor was bummg flercely ( )

Also, the Norweglans ’ who.were stiljl t?ying to blook
the southern end of the Gudbr’a:;c.asdol s near Iéke Mjosen, were,
on ’ahis day, attacked and routed, before the 148th brigade
could reach them; the Norwegian forces then poured back upon
our brigade, threw :.t :Lnto u1sorder, and both forces retired up -

the valley,

The enemy mst have Learned from bis recon.naissanoe‘"

.planes that the bridges at Steinkjaer were not con@letely

destroyed; for on April 22nd “the bonibers agam made a great
effort against the place, and by nightfall, the road bridge
end the railway bridge were finally demoliohed. Aandalsnaes
was.- -also bonbed; but here the eneny was ,‘ ‘f‘or the time being,
direccting his aitacks more against 'the shipi:ing and the
warships than against the town end lro.rbour. One of these

attacks was, however, remarkably successful, for H,MS.

Pelicen, was hit: the Naval persomel of the base was

carried in her, end helf of them became casualties, ipart

from any damege %hat was subsequently done to the harbour

-works, thisgravely prejudiced the working of the base,

This bombvi.ng of Namsos and Steinkjaer made a deep

impi:'ession upon General Carton de Wiart, who ha¢ landed on

. the 16th, to take charge of the operations that were being

conducted from that place. He had, therefore, watched the

.steady intensification of the enemy's attacks, and _Was now

compelled to conten@ia'be the approaching consequences, Namsos

(1) A train was run across it later.
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,

CeO: HelMaSs was alrgady so badly disabled that no more transports could.be - .

Nublan report . . : e

of proceed-  allowed into the harbour;.and this, in itself, put the Army that

ings file S

S. 4528, " was to be fed and supplied through the port, in jeopardy. The
General was s however, now thinking not of expelling the Germens
from Trondhjem (for which he no longer hoped); but of withdrawing

« - his foroes altogether, Hs was, at the time, arranging to with-

draw the 146th brigade towards Namsos;for it had-just been
defeated in the penihsula that lies to the west. of the Bergen
Fjord, The enemy's attacks; the destruction caused by them;

! and the plain fact that the irmy, ond the bases from which the

General Army was operating, were defenceless against the Germen IAftwaffe
Oarton de :

Wiart to nede him doubtful whether he would, much longer, have & base
CoI,GuS: ‘

22nd April, to Yetire on or a road atong which he could retire. "I have
ordered Phillips" (the Commender of the L46th brigade) "to
retire by thé Steinkjaer-Namsos road" he reported; "but if

" the eneny discover this, everything on this road will be

destroyedsssesWhen I get them-back to Namsos, there is cover no- '

where for them "

. Fronm Gen,Carton "Snow fell .on the day following and there was thus a

de Wiert to : .
ColeGeSs . lull, though a short one, in the borbing of the town. General

23.IV. 40, :
: Carton de Wiart inspected the troops that had biéen driven

out 6f’ InderSy and oonfirmed the appréciation that he had made
General Carton on the day befors: the enemy's borbing was likely to get
de Wiart's A ‘
despatch, worse, and evacuation might be necessary, = The Government
were not prepared to sanction this; but they ordered the
General to act on the defensive: he, therefore, made arrangements
- for withdrawing his troops towards Namsos, and for taking up a
position round Namdalseidet.

Information ‘ Further south, in the Gﬁdbra.ndsdal s the 148th brigade‘

supplied by the , C
Militﬁ.zy and as many of tho Norwegian troops as could be rallied made a
Branch, - : .

stand at Tre Hen, end were defeated: thereafter, the Germans

drove them up the vallsy, and the Norwegians were either

()
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"dispersed or captiaied. Tﬁe'ivvhoie valley ~WOD.1C-§ indeed, have
”‘..been open to the Germans but for ‘the arrival of the 15th brigade,
"_..-whose fmrst ’cwo battal:.ons ree.ched ‘Asndalsnacs late on the
o same nlgh‘t , and at once merched on Kvam, |
| It was , moreover, on th:x.s same day "(april 23rd) that
: -the advanced par'l:y of the a:.r oontlngent ’ wh:.oh had arrived
. .late overm.ght wen't forward to La.ke Ies.jekogen and there
made arrangements for reoelving ‘the: Sqlméron. 3 Their
"diffmultles were great the stores that had been put ashore
:ua.t Asndalsness had been'haetily collected and"hastily loaded ’
not a box was labelled, 80 tha.t each consa.gmnent of stores
he.d to be 0pened to ascerta.:.n J.ﬁ's contents, before J.t e _
ooulo be sent to the Lake. | AS no mll:.tazy transport was " :
B ava:.la'ble, lorrles and horse slelghs had %o be collected, and
‘as e.ll the lorr:.es and slen.ghs that could be’ fou.nd were
.'J.nsuff‘:.c:.ent to oa:z'ry the stores, y 2 oare:f‘ul selection had
'. ‘bo be nade e.nd only “the essentzl.al art:.oles sent forward.
- Wh:l.le this Was being done, the enemy bormers attacked the
harbour several tmes- it Would seem, however, as though

Director :o'f | they were still dlreot:.ng their a*ataoks more against the

Operations . -

Waxr Diary, ehippmg than a.ga:.nst the harbour, for the cruiser Cura.gao was
hit, and the jetty escaped.( ) Nevertheless, the delays
oonsequ.ent upon the bombing were cumulat:.ve, for this work

' | was be:l.ng done at a sr-all town where all 'l:he equ:.pment was
lacking that is used in big haxbours +o “quicken up loading,
unloadmg and eort:.ng, end in a plaoe where such few faolllt:.es

:as could be found Wwere deteriorating a.fter every ra:z.d that |
was delivered. By nidday, however, the stores tha-l: were not
immedia‘oe];y rieedeq were E'e.oled away -into the woods nearby;

[ .
' L L oLt “

(1) See W/f.l‘ Intell:l.genoe Surmnary 233. _. by ,"proport:.on of intercepted
signals referred to attacks oil sh:.pp:.ng. See also narrative of Seaman

Force attached to Primrose Force, file S. 4528,
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’ahe e‘ssential stores, and the serviomg fllght 1eft for the
Lake , which was rea.ohed in the course of the afternoon. ‘
| | Some preparato:y work had been done on the Lake;
but the place was still 111 suited to serve as the base of a
f:.ghter Squa.dron. the nearest houses were ‘two miles away; the
prepa.red runvay wes separated from the shore by half a mile
of thick enow s and the stores that were accunula.tmg on the M
shore could only be taken to the runway on horse drawn sledges: |
feedmg and tending the horses would in itself have been &

ted:.ous and diff:.cul‘b business;. :t‘or the whole country was

'deep in snow, and forage was only to be obtained- in the

'_ scattered farmsteads on the mounta:ms:.de&

Report from
- CeOe HalieSa

Hood. S.4528.

Bonber
Command Ops.
Record Book,

April. AppP.
Cs 41, '

Nevertha&ees , after workmg for most of ‘the night and

'for a.ll 'hhe day following, the Lake was made a8 ready as it

oould be; 'bwo guns :E'ron a battezv of Oerl:.kons (Roye.l Navy)

rrived unaer the oharge of Sub-L:.eutenont Gooda;l.e' fuel and

a.rmm:.tmn were 1aa.d along the runway, in sma.ll -dumps a.nd

every ‘in, .jug or container that oould be used when the

maohines were refuelling was oollected in one pla.ce. For it

; had at once been perce:.ved 'hha.'b 'bhe refuell:.ng an.d start:l.ng

of ’che na.ohi.n:ee was not going to be easy,' only two refuelling ’

'l:roughs had been aespatohed' and the starter trolley oould

not be used, as the batter:.es were uncha.rged a.nd no acid

. had been sent with -bhen. A% 1800 hours, 263 Squadron (18

Glad:.a’oore) arvived at the La.kg ) tters were in this v ™
posture when they did 80.
| The plan of bonbingr the aeroaromes froi which the enerny
was oonducting his operations was being executed without
intermptiono smce the oampa.:.gn bega.n, Stava.ngar had been '

attacked 3,8 times, Aalborg 10 times; Trondhaem and Lake

(l) They were brought aoross the North Sea.in the Glor:.oua, and reached L
Aandalsnaes on-the Bl¢th, - They took off £rom the Glomolxaﬁa deck, and
were escorted o the Teke by Skuas of - 'bhe Fleet Alr 4rmy E
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See W/T Jansvennet (where the enémy had established a terporery base)
Intelli- : N . , o e )
~gence L 'times; Kristiansand twice; wnd Oslo Kjeller, and Oslo Fornebu,
Surmaries : ‘ . e
passim, 3 times. (For details see¢ Part VI doocuriert 1), As far as
In partic- I ‘ L S
ular Nz‘s; " our intelligence service could tell, however,. the damage done
233,2360 o0 . el
o by these raids had not reduced the nurber of ‘machines that
“the Germeiis.could operate during the day, nor had it interfored
with tHe' moveent of transport airereft between north Germeny,
- Denmark -AndNorwayf. S - i
:The second part :of the generol plan, that is the
War Office: .- m:.n:.ng of the Germen embarkation ports, had been executea
Intelligence . R

Sumnaxries: Nos,. - _.,;whenever the weather permitted; and although this may have
34,35,36,37. .. -
w20 made the reinforcing of the Germen Army in NorWay a more

. costly operation than it would otherwise 'ha‘,vé"'bleen, it had
' not checked the flow of reinforcements into the'country,
- The German Army of occupation had indeed grown ‘thus: On the
R 9th- A;pril, “the-War Office ‘(experts) estimated that there were
| about;35',,000 German ltroops in Norway a’.nd-?Demnark';/ on April »1.8th
“they considered 't'h‘e.’a‘the original-force. of Wo"’co three .
FOoe e 'dlv:.s:.ons had been swelled to six o:.v:.s:.ons' ‘on- April 25th the
. est:Lmate was eleven div:.s:.ons. |
- The state of-affairs at the two Army bases was
Serioﬁs:‘ Namsos was 'practically dendlished and the
146th brigade had beeth defeated i’ thé peninsula to the
west of the Dergen Fjord, and Wé.s’reaSSenﬂaling between
Beitstad Fjord and’Snaasen vik, °  Aandalsnaes had not,

at this timg suffered:as- severcly as Nar.isos;'- né'v'ertheless,

The 168th " the place was still being bombed regularly, day by day, and
Light AcAs : s T

battery War the A.A. Commanders held out no-hope ¢f any alleviation, as the
Diexy, .’ L

-defence ‘consisted of light XA, guns’only) and the enemy
was now ‘bordiing, quite 'é.égui‘afel;v',f'ﬁitﬁod%""obﬁiﬁg within range,

7' . In Gudbrandsda.‘l. “to the south of the La.ke. where our Gladiators

R

i
1
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FRLE

Kva.m, the 2U+8th brigade had retirec‘l beaten, :Lnto a sme

' It is menifest from all this » that although 263
Squadron had been sent to Norway to 0pero.te wi'bh the Army,
it was, in point of‘ fact needed urgen't:ly for the protection
of the bases as well, The Commandmg Offioer was, however, |
doubtful whether he could sati.sf‘actorlly perforn a sn.ngle
one of the duties assigned to hin, As he flew towards Lake

Les,jekogen he sa.w how severely the road and railwa.y in the

va.’.l.ley had been borbed; and th:.s corbined with what he had

seen on the day prev:.ous s shewed him how dlffioult it wes

 going to be even to maintain his supplies £rom base,

Moreover, the Sq&adrdn was, 'it'self, i11 frovided; for it

was short of eql.iipment and of spare parts end of all thé

appara.tus that is needed for rapid ref‘uelling worse than

| this, there was only one trained armourer in the whole

~ ground ‘staf'f so that this one man was i'esponsible for

maintaining 72 Brownmg guns s in circumstances so dlff:.cul‘b
that twice the normal staf‘f‘ of armourers would not have been
excessive, As for the La.ke itself a runway had

certainly been oleareql; but the heaped up snow 6n either side
ofit melted during the dey, end the ice of the runway,

being half covered by the tr:.clcl:.ng water from the snow
heaps, was an ill surface, -Moreover, a8 there was no means

of light:.ng a flare path, la.nding a.fter dusk was llkely to

be extrenmely dangerous and product:.ve of' accidents., Finally‘, '

the Lake was defenoeless against. pa.raohute troops; and
Gapta:.n Uwin, the Norwega.an Lialson Officer, reported that
the enery were using them with grea.t resolutlon.
"Parachute troops had been droppea in large
nutbers, and the-methods employed, by Germen officers in

shooting German troops, who were unwilling, or frightensd, to
leave the aireraeft, clearly shewed the worth of our enemies. "

Il
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. After holding. a.conference with his omm officers , With
' Squadron Ieader Whitney-Straightiand with Ceptain Uwin,

ot " the Squadron Commgnderdectded that "little operations could
4 »f”- . Y P

‘Report on ' bg undertaken,.and that thé squidron aircraft must be used

the -aetdw® ' S ' o
ities of ,501e1y for.the defencé of itsvery éxistence," Nevertheless,
263 Squadron S
para, 6, - he undex*took to patrol the Army‘s posa.t:.on, ‘neer Kvan, as:

r
a

‘often’ Aa:s' ‘he could; for it was represent‘ed $o h:.m that the
Navy at base, and the Army fading the Germans Firbher up the
P ' \".all_ey had now been bombed for foiix’*b’c’_aen deys ‘on end, and .that
'Ibid,.}‘_')b.rai.B..‘ . it was a matter of ‘g.rea‘&}’:’u;'g'ency 46 give ‘them visible proof
| - _’_ahé.t help had, at last, ‘arrived, Diring this day-(April- 21)

CaE e S ) k

168 Lt.AA.  the Gormans flew high -sbove the Leke, and reébnditred its

battery Wexr S
.Diexy,. - = ° Jandelgnaes was bombed again, hut ot severely, and the
o ; : enerqy approached the 15th brigade's position:at Kvam, .
The night was bitterly ‘cold; the carburettors and )
aircraft cqntrols were frozen stiff- when dayl:.ght cane up,\‘ \‘ 5

and as no starter batterles had been provided, the
. engines were Aifficulfto: stért, . Two- aircraft aid,’ however,
3 got. off the, ground ,.Just before- 0500 hoi¥s, and patrolled the
. bas:e, which was. borheds soon afterwards, By 'é'.'\'f:é;ingle aircraft.
The eneny - -were. ev:.dently ordered to’ prevent the
‘Squadron from assigting .the 15th brigade and the Norwegians ’

further southy for just: ‘when battle was joined in tho valley,
Yoaltt o wif T sper v et
* - near Kvam, the enemy!s honbers me'hhodioa.lly attaolced the :

AR . Ik

" Lalce. . They approachedﬂ.n vies, of *fhres, but broke ‘bhelr

fREIa N

”formegtion as they ceme up to the targét, and borbed and o T
mashine gunned the Lake from a variety of helghts. o Th;

4ground staff now. tpok-ghelter in the trées, e.nd although their

, off:.eers and the sergeants renained in the: open ’ starting engines R

i iefuell:Tng and rearning the machines, and a.lthough Sub-LJ.eutena.nt
.Goodal and hi'a men fought. fheir gurs dauntlessly (notw:.thstanding

that ‘bhe Genna.ns aimed a& then all day, end’ with’ great oare), she
R R A AR PR
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e.irmen were unmoved by the example that . Was thus given to
them a.nd crouched :I.n the Woods. Had the squadron been able to
take off, 1n strength the' raer«'amrome mght have been defonded)’
but even thi.s was inpossx.hle for :Lt took an hour to an hedr.and
a haJ.f, to refu.el a.nd rearm a smgle maohine. The G—ladiators

ot

were, therefore bombed and set alight, or disabled by blast

while they were on the ground e.waitmg fuél; by noon, teﬁ

airoraft were wnussble, énd one was half buried-in the soft

'sh'ow‘ near by, where a sergeent pilot had made a forced landing/.
Notwithste.ndmg these dii'ficult:l.es, two sections took off dur-

ing ‘the forenoon, orie patrolled the base " the other patrolled

. vthe ba.ttle zone at Kvam. the’ pllots ebove the Lake were

repea.tedly in aotlon, and they believed on good grou.nds ’ that .

!
l

they shot down two Heinkels s and a seaplane. The sq_uadrons <

" that were e.ttack:.ng the Leke were drawn £rom Kamfgeschwader

w/T lntelli-

gence Sunnnery
235, L

30= and were controlled fron Tonn:.ng and Husum. For the Pirst

time since the campa:.gn bega.n s our wirelees intell:.genoe servioe

' interoepted the message- "Look: out enemy fighter planee" from

,.one of' the German squadrons that Ve opere.‘ﬁing over Norway.

The enemy's a.ttacks ‘continted mthout 1ntermz.ssion,

'.

" . a.nd the Squedron Commander e.nd hls ofi‘icers oont:o.nued to refuel

a.nd rearm the dw:.ndling squadron, whi.le the bom‘bs burst all

Report of Alr
. Officer

" attached to

Norweglen
High Command,
S5.5301.

round them, and to ta.ke of‘f' in the " mads s that had thus
been got ready. . Forty operat:nonel flights Were axecuted
in the course of the. day, and the pilots engaged thirty-seven

separete enemy planes‘." During the afternoon Ju, 881s attacked

. "the Loke :E'or the fa.rst time. Fl:l.ght Lieutenant Mills was Just

. ooming to land 0 when the ener{y approaohed- he at onge -clinbed

a.gain a.nd engaged them, and found that the Ju. 88'5 were more
dangerous than the Heinkels, wh:.ch ha.d been ettackmg up to

then, for he we.s outmanoeuvred a.nd h:Ls maeh.ine ws damaged by

gunfirex neVertheless, he fought on,unt:.l h:.s engine stopped,

for lack of petrol after which’ he forced le.nded-' almost as

()
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S
he d:.d so, a Heinkel 111, approa.ched the- aerodrome, and .
| ‘ destroyed hi.s aa.rcrﬁf Yoo The Lake was by now fast be?oomhg
unusebloe; ;f'or :the_a runway was nearly destroyed by the bombing;
N : ";'i:he bél'bed anmunigfi‘on_?',‘y_vgﬁ .exhausted, and the pilots were
taking of f unarmed, and ,werevap‘proaching the enemy's bonbers
as"ahough" they were about to attack, in the hope that the
eneny might, thereby, be made to swerve fz;pm their cou.rae,
"and $heir boub aimers might be distre;g'ted, ' Rt

et T T,
e & .

Meanwhile, however, Sguadron Leader Donaldson (who

_had also engaged a Junkers on a failing petrol supply) hed
lended his machine in a smell valley, near Aandalsnaes, which-
had been notifiéd . to him as an alternative l‘and'in"g ground, The
plaoe is called Sefnesmoen- normally 'it was a Norwegian camp,

a.nd 11; was then guarded by two platoons of merines: given time,
Report of ‘e ‘- the pa.rade ground could have been nade’into a tolerable one-
R M, detach-
ment durivg:,. way lending ground, - and 8quadron Leader Wh:.tmy—st{raight ha.d
gz:;??.noﬁorway. done some prel:.m:.nary work. upon it.. As soon as Squadron
S.l..528. Leader Donaldson had Sa‘tlsfied h:.mself that Setnesmoen could

.' be used by what was left of his: squadron, ‘he sent a message o
to Les,jekogen that a.ll alroraf't: &hat Were no longer serv:.ceable :
vwere to be wrecked .nd burned;. gndz"that the remainder of the
squaaron, were to move %o the new, landing ground, By this’
time ’ thlrteen alroraft had Heen half or wholly wreoked, by
the oont:.nual bombing and, machine gunning, The four air-

- craft that were st:.ll serviceable took off, soon af'ter the
message was received,. and the pilots, the ground" staff s and
petrol and the ammunition were brought to Setnesmoen by
midnight. In the valley, near Kvem, the’ ‘Geriens ‘attacked the /
15th br:l.ggde all day, by.nightfall our troops were still

aper i

hola:mg their posrb:.ons.

Naval Offioer -in . Throughout the day, the eneny-banbed Aandalsnaes and

charge Asndalsnaess:. ~ .
Report of . Molde; not many machines were sent over the place, &nd the Navel

proceedings,.. .



Naval Officer
in charge
Aandalsnaes,
Report of
pPoceedings.

Officer in charge of 'Ehe base ﬁoticed that the attacks Were

aelivered, me.inly, ‘against. sh:.ppmg, in the’ F;]ora "and that they

‘Were very aocurate. Three of %he ferry steamers that were being _

.. used for ca.rry:.ng men a.nd stores between Molde e.nd Asndelsnaes

Waxr Cabinet

Room, Weekly
Résumd 35,

Daily Summary

) .and the loss. of the ferry steemers lowered the .quantities of

, ‘-'were sunk, and th:.s was very da.maglng to the workmg of the

‘base, for Molde was now being used as a place of d:.senﬂaarkatn.on

)

\.

§

gaods-‘that could be transported, Nevertheless the place was still

Just usable,when the doy's bombihg was over. Skuas from the

of Naval events'. Ark Royal attacked Trondh,jem during the dey, end also maintained

23k

om

.. of the two. bridges that were operating in the Gudbrandsdal' |

end, in the evem.ng, he conferred with the officers of the o

a patrol over Namsos , which was certainly not much :bonbed'

_ General Carton de Wiar’a reported that the patrol ‘gave great

.reliett’, o R

Yeenwhile, Goneral Paget had arrived totake comand"‘"'

aquadronx the state of a.ffa:.rs 't:hen Wes 'that the 15th brigado was
still holding its ground- _and, that the 1Ip8th brlgade was' oom.ng

out of tls. Hedalen, end wos ;,ret:.rinu on Domaas. Knowiiig “that

. he was\going to be attacke,d next day ’ the (;eﬁeral Was: a.nx:i.ous 7
that thes*enerrw's oomunica#;.ons in the va.lley shouldhe
attaoked By heavy bom‘bers: his- request was tra.nsmitted to - '
the Air Mnistxy, and was, by them,’ refused ‘as the dn.stance was
too greats It was, ‘bherefore ’ arrangec'l tha“b the Gladiators - = -~

should patrol between .A.ande.lsnaes and ‘the landing ground

and that one a.irore.f't should watch the line between » )

Donbaas and %ta, e.nd should -repert all troop movements to the
force headquaf'ters. The Squadron: Was now only five alrcra.ft
strong, and this' ‘was all tha.t _could be done. ) |

The foilowing dey, prril 26th, ‘was the Sq_uadron's last

day as en operat:.ng forcez the programme.that had been a.greed AL
JARt RS

“to the night bef'ore was duly carried oubs the Gladiator that was

'“idetau.led for the Dombaa.s pe.trol mdeﬂé.’ forced landing near
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Dombaas , and by nightf‘all ) three others were unserviceable ,.
owing 1;0 eng:i.ne trouble. There could be no 'l:hought of repairing
them, . in the cimumstanoes a.nd :Ln any case, food was ruming
shorb for ratlons had only been sent for the serv:.cmg flight;
the eighteen pilots of the Squadron had eaten up a large part
of them; and no sﬁppli"es were to be obtained on the spot,
Wing Commander Keens s therefore, decided to'send the Gladiator )
. :pilo‘ts to England by the first available veesel. The offlcers
" of the Squadron believed that 'bhey had shot down six enenv
.. blanes, during the:.r brief period of service in Norway.

At Kvam, the Germans again attacked and the

e

. qutweﬁ'e supported the Army's operations by bonb:.ng ;

~

Aendalgnaes. The bombardment was perliaps the severest that had

been delivered; . the town was conple‘hely destroyed the"}ues
" raged unoheoked for water and the power o’ pump it fa.:.lid-
huge quantities of Army stores and 200, 000 rounds of small
. arm ammmnition were lost in the blaze; a.nd the wooden quays ‘
were demolished, At Molde, the wireless set could ne longer‘ )
be used, as all the .eleotric power was gone, ‘More than this ;- -
. | all those loeal vessels that were so needed for ea.rrying
Naval Offioer supplies between Molde and Aandalsnaes now abandoned the ehole
Aigngalharsﬁ:;s locality., "From this day oxrwards" the Naval Off‘icer :Ln ‘
file S,4528, &
charge reported, iy beoame :.mposs:.ble to obtain any wa.ter
' 'bra.nspor‘t\ in the Fjord during daylight," ' ‘
Before these attacks were over, . the sen:l.or Naval
and Militaxry Officers at the por‘!: held 2 confe:eenoe s and were
egreed the.’a it was now only a matter of t:.me before no. atores
or men gould be landed at the port- and that it was - ;
endengering the Arnv to deley evacuatlon. | o
"With all the wooden quays des’croyed" - writes
the Neval Offlcer in charge of the base, "the area
surrounding the single concrete quay devastated by

fire, the roads pitted by bomb.craters, disintegrated
by the conmbined’ effect of heavy traffic and melting snow,

1
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the recurrent.damage Yo the rallway ; the machine
.. guwning” ‘of road traffic ’ all made it pa.tent to
" those on the sppt dhat' it was only a ‘question of
time for the port activities to diminish to such
an extent that the line of. comunication could not
be maintained "

;- -The eOn't»inuoﬁe bombing was,‘ mraover, eﬁzi)being the

harbour, .and the whole expedition to a new danger: the

)

harbour was defended 'against" submarines by trawlers and

patrol vessels that were fitted With submarine detectors; the

, 'losses among ‘these cra:f‘t were rising; and it was becom:.ng

progressively dlf‘f:.cult to coal them and to keep a sufficlent

nuriher on-their stations- the attacks from the a.ii" were

. 'bhus opening: the harbour to a.tte.cks from beneath the

water; for the officer in ohargecf the antn.-submarlne defence

"_waa@ersuaded that "Unless command of the eir 1S obtaa.ned
\the-use- :of. the trawler type A/S cra:f’t is mpra.ct:.cable"

R Ada.nger of attack by submarmes was the more urgent :l.n that

Molde Fjord can be entered by 'tmo deep\ water' channels ’ whn.ch "

v ~4'<,“.~
Ty Lt

are difficult to watoh over the:.r .wholelength, A
.. Finally, the offioers present,-werb.by “now e.wa.re '

tha’b .even- steady troops and exper:.enced offieers 1ose all RS A v

thei.r spirity. if 'they are subaeoted to continuous bombe.rdment_ . v“

from the air,» *\n.dence on th:.s point makes pa:.nful , but

inmressive-rea.d:mg. Sq_ua.dron Leader m'n.tney-Straight sumned o

it up very fairly when he reported:

"The effect of concentrated bombing upon ;
British Officers and men was mést inteéresting, To
begin withj the braver ones made an attempt %o carry
on with themr work,.despite the bombs, " This was
- soon .gbandon¥d, and all ranks took to- the. woods'
end cellars as soon as the aircraft approachedesssse
I would- say that the average men can:stend no more =
than one week's bombing, a3 eXpérienced at Coee
Aendalsnaes, ‘before his nerves are afflebted, "

' The .coriferetice of off:.cers was: hus une.nimous tha:!:

eva.ou.ation mst be begun e.t once‘ a.nd Brlaadmer Hogg s who

. was 'hhe senior officer present reported th:.s to ‘the’ Wa.r Off:l.ce ,

_end asked for. the:Lr oonsenit, - The K:.ng of Norway and his

7
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Cabinet Ministers, who were now assenpled at Molde, appear

b have;a:;agz;&bed; for M, Hanbro, the President of the

Storting, wteld. our Ministey st S':!.;gé;ghqlm-*that Aandalsnaes

- Was ‘no: longer it fa-be-wsed as a base of operetions, It was

known, in Whitehall, that mattegs were going ill- with the

:o-expedition; for, in addition: to the daily reportsithat the

communications upon which- the Army de'périded-«ﬂvaﬁe~:de.‘tériora.‘bing s

the Intelligence Staffs of the Air Ministry and the War Office

" .. had before them a collectiph of.. _gxgig‘@ngg;:t;ha‘.t the Germans were

Norway.
Intell:.gence.

34/3/130

Minutes of
VeCiAySe
Conferenge.

!
reinforcing the troops in Norway as they pleagpg_,@;'hqzﬁgﬁbat
nothing that we had done had. even.checked. the flow.of transports

and supply,.ships, On, the.day when Brigadier Hogg's repoxt -

- was lieing'_,,(gon_sidered we_jearned, through Swedish sources, that

some 120 transports, with a gross tonnage of 500,000 had entered _
Oslo since April: 6th., This, moreover, was only one link in a’

long and consistent Ghain in_widence. Permission to_ svacuate
. FESEA RS HE S FAIVN SN B U Sat R Do .

was, therefore, given on April 27th, and preparafions for it

were at once taken iﬁ. hand. The evacuation.itself was éffecte;i
at Aandalsnaes on the m.ghts of April BO/Maylst and Ma,y 1/2nd
at Namsos, the entire ex;pedmt:.onazy force was withdrawn on
the night May 2/3, =

As 263 Squadron _@s.dgstroye,d before the evaguation
began, and as the Air Ministry decided not to send, Hurricanes -
%o Setnesmoen, (although 'the;v were unged to do so), the

RoA,F, could not directly assist the evacustion, The Air

Ministry didg, however, order that as much indirect -assistance

as possible should be given, and directed Bémber Command to

meke light attacks upon Stavanger, fAalborg and Fomebu, until

. one da;)r before evacua't:uon bega.n, and. to attack them, for the

two n:.ghts follow:.ng, at fpdl ,Strength; so that it is of some

] mterest to examine the exeout:.on Of . this order, and to see

whether it 1n:f‘1uenced such operations as the German Luftwaffe.
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cerriéd ‘out against Namsos i {x.aﬁaalsnaés while the
evacuation was in progress, - e

| On April 28th, which was the day when the preparations
- jzo evacuate were begun, the quﬁta"f‘f‘e:""att;é.okec’l ‘both Namsos and

. . Aa_.ndalsnaes; and all observers report thot the boﬁbing lasted
all day. In the Aendalsnees area, the' town itself, the ships in

the harbour, $he’ town. of Molde, and the camp at Setnesmoen were
211 bombed and hit, What Little wes left of Aa.ndalsna.oa

was set on fire or destroyed by blast, although the ma:l.n ,jetty

g was still usable by m.ghﬁ'a.11~ in the ha.rbour, cnatrawler ‘
o sunk and another we.s'
driven ashore., At Molde the bombers came low , d:.d enox'mous

_ damage to the town, a.nd h:r.t the dump of aviat:.on sPJ.ri’c |
which was, in consequence » burned out, The Arxmr huts at
Setnesmoen were hit ‘and‘destrojed; and all the Norwegian Army
stores that were ih them were oet' aliéht. Thls destmot:.on at

Setnesmom, ahd the smnltaneous 1oss of the a.v:.atlon spirit

‘a%- Molde s Was of grave oonsequence for the following reason,

As hagl 'B'éen said, the 15th brigade held thoir' ,
‘position at Kvem on the 26%h; but as the troops only did so
'\’wi.th great difficulty, as the enemy were advahcing so quickly
-in the Osterdal that they would soon be abie to enter the
© Gudbrandsdal in General Paget's roar, the brlgada was ordered
$o retreat, and to organise two def‘ens:we pos:.t:.ona, one at
Kjotam, a.nother at O'bta.. The troops retreated on the tW_o ‘ |
ni.ghts following; but as the enemy p‘laoos..were .obs_erving ou£’
movements without being disturbed or even interfered with, our
‘rear guards wére severely!pressed‘ and sh;ken .during the second
night of the retrea't.A On the 28th therefore, af‘ter Genera.l
Pa.get had learned that the whole expedit:.on was to be withdrawn
. to England~ and after he had disoussed w:.th the Norwegian

‘Commander~in-Chief how th:Ls ocould be done without e@osmg what

()
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was left of the Norweglan Arlqv to destruct:.on, he represented, in
a telegram to Whitehall, that the Army might not be able
to extrioate itself, unless something were done to slow down

the;eneny.'s.a.dvance up the valley; end requested that the

-enemy's commmnications to the south of Kvam be bombed while

- the retreat and the evacﬁation ﬁefe in progress, The only

way of effecting this was to send a squadron of Blenheims to

Setnesmoen; and. this.would have been done, or at all events

. attempted, if Setnesmoen had been left alone: actually, the

bombing .and -the destruction of the place made the project
impossible,.and it was sbandoned,

On April 29th, the bombing of both the bases
60ntinued: there was now so 1ittie left to be destroyed that
the reports.of the destruction that was done are not 80
specific as the reports of earller bombmgs the enemy's
attaocks, were, however, continued all day, at both Namsos

and . Aandalsnaes (from which it may be concluded that the

-nunber of. bombers that were engaged was not dJ.mJ.n:Lshed),emd rthe

|"l \ _'_“'.

followmg damage was done~ lolde was set al:.ght from end to
end; the eastern part of the ma:Ln quay was burned a.nd s for a
nunber of hours, all the roads that lead J.nto the town were
impassable, owing to the f‘:.res that reged on either side of
them, The enemy. also discovered that Verblgnésﬁes was being

used as a military establishment, and bonbed it; actually,

~ the R\AF. had estoblished their headguarters in the place;

.. the building was set alight, and.all the equipment that had

bean collected in it was destroyed. . The first of the troops
were, however, bwithdra\m from handalsnaes, during.the night
following upon th:.s bomba.rdment

On the da,y follovn.ng, Apr:l.l 30th, Namsos was attacked

and bombed and H.M.S. B:Lttem was, sunk bu-b the reports

« avallsble state no'th:m,g abou’c the léngth or. the severity of the

-

\]
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" embarked during the night, It was, however, during this

]
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attacks, At Aandalsnaes the bombing appears to have been

" es severe, and as continuous, as-it had been on the day -

before: it was not continued after dark, &nd 2,000 men were

day that the Alr Ministry's order became operative that the
aeroarémes from which fhe Luftwaffe were operating ageinst Norway
were to be bombed with every available aircré:f"ls. " On,the night
of April 30th, and during the foi‘lowing day, Stavanger was
therefore bonbed by thirty-one airoraft: during the nigh‘b
April 30th fourteen aircraft attacked Oslo Fornebu. (For
details see Part VI aooument 1). If then, this bombing of
Stavanger and deebu did influence the enemy's operations,

it did so by obliging' them to relax their exertions ageinst
Asndalsnaes snd Nemsos during the days and nights when their
beses were being attacked, with regard to this the following
facts and statexﬁents give 'gylidance.

On the Pollowing day - Mey lst - Aanda.lsnaes was

‘ certainly bombed; but in the only report 'bha.t we have of the

bombing, it is spoken of as inte_rmitten'b during the day, and

severe between 1620 and 1800 hours, Another report states::

At both ports (i.e. Asndalsnaes and Molde), we had a quiet

a.f"\bernoon.-" This sounds as though there was a relaxation;
but Brigadier Hogg entered in his diary that "there was
bombing all day", which suggests the opposite, ‘The enemy's
attacks ocertainly ceasedafter nightfell; end thts night of
1/2 May wa"né ithe gecond and final night of the evacuation at

Amqé.lsnaes: rather more than 2,000 .mer.l were enbarked without

14
A

interruption during the dark hours, The relaxation at
Aandelsnaes was thus only partials ai; Namsos, there was

certainly less bombing; for the Aode brigade headquarters

* reported: "Recces a comparatively quiet afternoon': and the

Hallams made a similar report.

)
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May 1/2 was the seoond day when the Air Minlstry'

oX¥der was.-operative a.nd J,t was: thus executed- Stavanger was

bom‘bed by fifteen aircreft from 10 and 107 Squadrons;

Fornebu by six a.:.rcraft from 7749.1'_16 .102 Squ.adrons, and

-Aalborg by five aircraft from 4y and 50 Squadrons, If this

bombing gave relief to the ‘base, it did so' during the

day and night following; eand theé officers at Nemsos did.
certainly consider that theré was a relaxation during

Moy 2nd; fOr the AJh, br.;i'gade 'en'be_z"ea“in their diary, "that

there Were no furthrr enemy attacks, end. that they were

- thankful: ‘for it." The Hallems diary contaihed the significant

entry, "Quiet,"  fThis, combined wth some reports that
considef&'ﬁle‘ damage was doné at Formebu and Stava.‘ﬁg"er,. made

it look &s though the~indii:ect. assistence that the. Fed.F,
rendered during the critical days of the evacuatlon did
contribute to the success of the o;perat:.on and certainly . the
enemy relaxed their et't‘a.cks upon Namsos and Aandalsnaes at a.
moment when they mlgb.'t have been expeoted to press them’, fop -Af
on May 2nd, that :Ls on the afternoon when our off:.oers were -

D

prepa.ra.ng to eve.cua'be Namsos (ang when the disturbance of a -

severe attaaks would have been most felt) s the Br:.t:.sh Prime

Minister' J.ntmated publ:.oly, that we were w:.thdraw:.ng from

ct

f:x+-Phis. annouhcement R a.nd the evacuation at‘,‘_Amda.l'snaes-, '
(which' the" enemy must have ascertained during May 1st) made the
Luftwaffeo watchful for shipping and for convoys., Their

reconnaissance mch:.nes detected the convoy that was oarrying
| RIS

_ the Namsos force; ond it was repeatedly attacked, be,tween e

T “

10800 and 1000 hours on May jrd.' The French de‘strgyer Bison

and the Br:.‘ta.sh destroyer Afr:.d:. were sunk before the convoy

ios

. got cleari:
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| The f£irst Bﬁﬁsh la.ndings in.i.;he Na.rvil.c area were |
ai.mzl'baneous w:n.th the lendings further south; but the attack :
upon Trondhaem, tha advance, a.nd the subgequent retreat in

, the Gudbrandsdal did not :Lnf'luence the course of operations

in the northern part of Norway, and the reason why this wes i ' "-‘
8o will be understood if the s:.tua.t:.om of Narvik is consider-

od, Narvik ig a Norwegian town, bu'h it is cut off from the

more populous part of the country by line upon line of natural
barrisrs: the norrth-going roa:d from Trondhjem stops at |

Sorfolla; and this place is separated from Narvik by a

succession of jagged inlets and high mountains., Ofot F;}ord,

on which the town of Nervik stends, i an indentation with

meny hundred similar indentations to the morth and south of it;

;‘.’or thé northern coast of Norway is beyohd all des?rip-tion

harsh and savage. A valley, w:.th many 1gke_s in it, runs

eo.s‘bward from Ofot Fjard-; o.nd ‘thlB valley o.nd the open sea

are natural apprOaches to the pIo.oe 7 for :Lt .:l.s :Laolated on

the sou'bh by a high m.ll of no.kad mwntg.inﬁ; and on the nqrth

by another muss of mowntoins, which can, it is true, be

_traversed by o road that runs from Bjerkvik to Bardufoss and

thence to Troméo. The railway t’ha‘b‘ onds .o.i'ﬁal’rvik runs through

5 oleft in tho mountaing; ond only ‘twonty miles of tho line

are in Norwegian territory: 4ndeed, a traveller who wishod

to visit the town by railwey would moke all, or nearly all,

' h:.s journey through Swedon,

Narvik was ariginaglly a fishormens’ hamlot, and the
fishormen who first sottled thore _probably soloctod the |
Jpeninsula upon which the town ig built, beceuse its sides

are not quite so abrupt and rugged as the ;lidbs of the
neiglbouring mes, and because there is a 1it‘t;le‘ flat land

: (whare boats can be careened) a:b the ou'ter po;mt. ’ Ater

being a Pishermans' settleman‘b far many centuries ’ Narvik
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becams o placerof “goms 1mportance when the Swedes opened up

tofhe east and south éuat of that clei’t in the mountain ranges
thrmxg: vixdoh Nervik is spprached’ oni-(;a landward side; =0, as
la.rgp hea.vy cargoes are more choaply tro.nsportod by sea ’than by
land, o.nd as the fjorda round Narvik do not freeze during the

winter, it was found convanlent and prof:.table 'bo carry largo
\

quantities of the oré over the ra:.lwo.y to Narv:l.k, and ‘to load
it on to tho fre:.gh'tana at tho qua.ys:.de. In ordar 'bo daal with,.
this trafflo, the ccmmerc:.al magno.tes of I\Torway o:.ther built or
porsuo.dod tho Stoa"b:.ng to build a fairly 1arg0 and woll equlppod
ha.rbour, whero between ~l;hrcaca and six thousand tons of oro, and,
about. three hundred a.nd f:fty tans’ uf coal could be handled
daily, Since. the:.r firat oapture of' the town s the Germa.ns had,
cccupied the peninsula upon wh:n.ch it standa ¢ the northern s:.de
of. the Rombaks Pjord, and the road between B,jerkvik and Gratangen,

Tho Norwegian forces were to the ncxr'bh of them on the roads

Ly b

Norwogien Commanders headquartera wore at Ba:rdu.

iy . o
T | v

On the' 15th” pril, the 24th Gua:rds btr:l.gad.e, (Brlgadler
Frazer) la.nded at Harated, on tha :|.sland of Hlnoy. There is a .. |

certan.n smount of mdustrial plant and a good harbour a.t Harstad, o

i\
for a number.of ca.nn:mg- fac'toz':ues, and a herr:mg msa.l and fish ;. .-»

o
IEAR

0il industry have been' st up there a.nd a conslderable valuma e

_\..

of traffic can be handled . at the quays. H:moy is the b:.g@gt'_

RAETEN R

igland of the archipelago that 1193 to the west of Ofo{‘. Fjord

)‘ B4 -J‘l‘

 and Narvikj: Fike the mainlahd’’ the 1slo.ﬁd s deeply :mden'ted ,

mountainousand forb:.dding Ths No:nr:tk d:.s'brict ca.n be approached .

from Harstad by & fairly good ‘Gonstal road (see map»- It is

trug -that the. road is n.nterrup'bed by the T,)eld Sund but a
steam forry .connsots the ehds of the, 1aland and 'bhe mainland

AR ¥

Al

roads.

After rodomibYtring the vhole district, and the
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' Germon pos:.tions in particular Goneral’ Mackeaey (who ‘

commaﬁdéd “the 'forcé) Was ﬁérsﬁddéd"-bhgﬁ"ﬁmﬁ:: ‘could be recovered;
“but only by prolonged operations, The §i£f' British rule of -
'oombine'd dﬁéééﬁi&ﬁs, st /;tﬁe genior Adm:l:al Bh{,’il. command at ‘
4sea.‘:‘a‘nd the senior General ‘oﬁ' land vyas;' however s now suspohded ’
"and Admiral Tord Cork and Orrery was Supremo Camender of the
expodition, | This officer "violéh'tiy contested the Geoe‘ral's':'
opinions, and it ivas' only because the beéf.' informed afficers on
" the Naval Staff were on the Gonoral's s:Lde that the Admirel was
daterred from embark:mg upon his own projects. i
" On Aprll 27'bh s three ba'b'bal:.ons of chassours alpins
(General Bothouarad) jo:.ned the oxpeditiont thoy mado Be.llangon
. their bo.ae of operat:.ons , and put out partlos on 'bhe northem
side of tho fjord, at Lenv:l.k. On the follow:mg de.y, both
Gonorals mot in oohforenoe; The French General's viows woro
identical w:n.th thoso of hia British colloague: Narvn.k oould not
be reduced by the opere.tions that the Adm:.ral was then hxm:.ng' to
' "emba.rk upon. a 'bombardman'b frod the seo. (whlch was to bo dirocted
inda.scr:.mnately upon ‘the Norwegmn populo.t:.on and -bhe Germo.n
- 'g;arrisonT , and & mld ush aga:mat tho Bormin Pértifiod positions
round 'bhe town :lf homver, tho Gormins could bo dr:u'ron ‘From
-' 'h’the northorn ‘shore of Rombalks Fjord; if artillery oould be '
"establlshed at 11'.5 extrems end (Oiaordh ; “and 1f smltaneously,
"‘All:l.ed troopa ‘conld clea.r the Ankenes peninsula, and adv:mce to
the heed of the Belsfa ord, it would be poesibla to la.nd on the
southern s:.de of tho Rombsks Fjord and to drive 'bhe enemy off the
" pen:msula, towards Hunddalon, These obaects could be best '
atteined if a s‘trong French cont:.ngent moved by séa :E,ouS'ala'ngon,
jomed hands. with the Nomvagn.ana further east and then merched on
B;jerkvik and Oijord Thé corresponding movements on the sou’chern
side of Rombaks Fjord Wero' ta be undertaken by ‘the Bri't.:l.eh.
While +the @oncrals were concerting 'thia plan, “bhey :

learnod tha'l: “the operata.ons round 'I‘rondhgo;n and :m tho

i o
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Gudbrandsdal Wwore go:Lng :1.11; and that theo southorn par't of
voo,oretac ey o Len ‘

Norway wes to be abandoned The ground that wag occup:l.ed by our

'.Vv LR ) ]‘ R

"Atroopa round Na:rv:k wag now our only foothold in- the country; and

+ .r
rr‘ ‘

o ha,d. heooms the Norweglan Governmsnt's laa'b 1:Lne of defence

egninst the Germana, i’or K:Lng Haakon and the Cebinet were now in

'A.i‘romso. On -the other hand, Narvn.k is so0 isola.ted that it made very

Iittle dlfferenoe to ‘the plan tha.t the Generals were now a.greed

upon that all sou'bhern Norway wes .in German ha.nda When he
commm:.ca'bed 'bhe news, the C.I.G.S. did however s order that a
Porce “e';hould be sent south to protoot the aerodroms at Bodo. a
company of Scots Guards was de't.ached on the day follow:l.ng .

| It was ow:.g:nally :.ntended 'bha'b the air oomponen't to

thls Nowwegmn oxpada.t:.onary foroe should be thus oonst:.tu’ced.

' Nos -4 Base Area. .
No. 10:Servicing Flight. .
Wo. 263 Pighter Squadron(Gladiators)s .
. -Nog-46 . Pighter Squadron {Hurricdites)yc = < " F"
Hos 501 Fighter: Squadron.~' FETRTRNCIRCE SRR t SR & 1
E"o.f 40 -Bombez Séguadron (Blonhelms)\ rerca) ol
" No. 416-Army Comoporation Flight.
gris -~ Now 14:Radio and Signdl Seetiens - - &0 ¢ 0T E
(sioe: Nosi 11 Observeras Sereen, v i @noimine o
-+ Now:3420%, 202, 247 Transportable- Radic' Uni €4
o, 20 Adr Stores Park, v P e e
No, "3 Medical Receiving Station, -
‘ ;,;;.No, 1M1 Compony. a
' Nos #:PeAeCe Units,
No.. 21:Wing {Air: Information)s ~
No.'935. Balloon Sootion. '
Th:l.s foro;I;:vaB, howover, st:ll‘formng at Uxbridgo

“when ‘bho squadron numbor‘263 was destroyodla.t 1,9330k0gen, ond

the 111 nows from that plaoo , and the evacuat:.on of Namsos und

\
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Aandalsness delayed -t.he deapa'boh of 'the remm:mg un:Lts still

furﬂxer. Nevertheless, 11; was pa‘t‘snt by' the end of April »- ‘
that this air componen'b would opera.te with the northern expedrt-
ionary foroe at Narv:.k » a.nd the follom.ng prepara.t:l.ons ha.d been
mede for its reception. | ' ‘
Two of Picers ~ Wing ‘Commander A’bché;;.e-?". ;md Squadron
-Tieader Bell - reachod Hdrstad at the end of Apr:ilﬁz, and aftor

£lying over thé whale zond of oporations, decided that the

-F"

Tighter sguadrons that wore to be attached to 'the air component, .

 oould most su:.‘ba.bly be opera'hed from -the Norwegl.an a.erodromas

was selocted as the best site for the bomber squadron: this

" aerodrome is at the head of the Porsanger F;]ord H and it well I

i]luatra‘taa how dii"f:.cult it wes 'l;o find au:.table bases, end
what obstacles he.d to be overcome before.any opero.’c.:l.ons';.n;"t.he
_alr could be undertaken, that noother s_i'bé could be found for
the bombér squadrc_m.f In the ac‘:’uth‘;'bhez:;‘a.erodrone at Bodo wos: |
chosen as a base. These_’ plo.ces wa:ce, howaver, oiily suitable

in that they could be converted :mto workable ~adt cdfomss: a1l
of thom (except Imksolv) wero coverad withr sevoral foot of snow;
‘the grmf.nd beneath the snow was frozen _’oo-a‘ dopth of throo fce'b-
or moro, ond as the soil onall thoso . places was peaty-and soft,
the whole purface became spongy (-\and remained so for "wéeks)\
after the thaw ss:b‘i.n. the time for sthis was s moreaver, fast ’
a.pproa.ching No opera-b:.ons could be under’taken from any plaoa,
therefore, until large drazms had besn out ar'zd .a better surface
1aid .along the runweys; over and above.this, unless dispersal
bays with good protecticn againsi Blast ».8dr raid shelters,

and accommodation that should give somo security againgt bombing
-could be oonstruoted o disaster similor to ‘fhe‘ disaster at
Les,)ekogen Lake wo.s V'irtually certo.in. Wlng Conmander Atcherley
- put this WO in hand at Bo.rdufoss and Lakselv i Squo.dron Leader

R AN

Bel}. at Skaonland, and E'.I.igh't. Lieuﬁencnt Mas‘torma.n o.t Bodo.

S L e

o0

at Bardufoss, and from the landing g'ound at Skaanland,. Laksoly ..

()
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Tho air componoent wos still béing collected, and. 263 aquadron
wo.s stu:L hemg.woqpq_;&;ﬂztad " c&. the begirthing of May. « i
Wh:Lle thogg, Hropo.ra't:.ona woTo be:lng pushed forward y

Crs e

T

o 'bhe Germans wore to.king such’ n;oa;surcs ag wore proper for mak:lng
' tho bost uso o:f’ the a&v&ntagas that they o.lroady enjoyod. Of
the aerodroma that were in their possass:.on, Vasrnes was 'bhe
most-cent;'al s and the ons from which operations in northern
- Norway could most conveniently be undertakan: great enlargements
.-~ aof:the aerodroms wers, -therefore, taken in hand, and the forces e
that were there stationed in mid April were strengthened by a . |
e'qua.d:r.‘.oﬁ of"- long ra;ng,e- bombers and a Grupps of single eng:ihed '
Pighters (M, 109'3) T

P

- It wa,s, moreover, 1mposa:.ble that wo should doliver

\"lar» Cobinot auch a:bta.oks agalnst Trond.hjem ~ Vaornos as we had doliversd
40) ITE
aga:mst Sto.vangor, for tho placo is 460 nilos’ from the Sho‘tlands

. hnd 760 mi'!.ea from 'hhe Yorkshiro ‘86at:  such bombors as could

reach 'bhe noighbourhood had thoréfote no’ tim' ‘to gostch. for tho
‘ aorodromo ’ wh:.ch was not easy "o Pind' ot” ihio bos‘b oftimbe In s

any cage n was ndw fully admd ttod 'bhat thoso attbks upon QOTO:] e i
dromes wore not g'.w:.ng good resul‘bd, ‘a8 tho heavicst,’ oand the Poe@'b, ey

A del:wered at-back aga:.nst the aorodromos :Ln southern Norwa,y had ¢ eq-
S mi ek oty -
;‘arely redqud the number ‘of aeroplanes that operated from :them . ~c..'

(AT ;-‘ ) Ly f LI

on -bhe follomng day. : . e ehEr e

,&t the beg:inm.ng of May we es‘b:.ma:ted that the German: ;. .+
”}!f .

‘Joint Intel- Air Foroces :'Ln Norwa.y weré thus d:l.stribu'lﬂed - o R s

ligence Com- .
mittee pepers. Trondh,)em. Vaarnes’ -1 squadron ‘'of long rarge -bombers
Gorman Order . ) Heo.111)
of battle. : 3 squadrons of dive bomberg; - - '
40\'.40. S Y SR S e . : (Ju' 87'5))9 .
: : R "' 3 squadrons’ of single’ ‘seater: fighters
e S (M. 109's)
Stavanger, 3 squadrons of long range bombers
, o e S {Beu111's)
3 squadrons’ of double engined fightors
. ’ : 1 squad.ron of coastal: units .
L - (He.115's)\ N
Kristiansend. . 3 aquadrons of single poater fightors.
R . (%.109'a).

T Dk

e
.
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‘.. Oslo Fornebu, ‘ e squa.drms of homhetn |
fhrp o0 s

1 squad.ron oa‘.’ homber reconnaissance
‘ ma.chines (He.1111s).

: 3 squadrons of Army Co-opera:t:.on

(He,ﬁﬁs, Ju-88'a and J'u.87's))

ma.ch:mes (Do.1 7 and Hg,126) \

i squadron of coas‘tal units (type
: = doubtLul),

- In addlt:.on, some 100 an.roraft of the coaatol type

()

wore bolisved to- be operat:ng in the f,]orda. 'I'he German 3quadrona

“Were still ‘being operated m:.nly from s-bo:b:.ons in Sohlesw:.g and

Denmark, although Stovanger was occe,s:.onally uaed a3 a oon-brol \

n r\i

stations -

sbe g T
:f:_"»; AT

On Yoy 3rd, the zone of aperatibﬁs wes énlaiged'by
orders from the War 0ffice, who informed the Flag Officer at
Narvik. 'tha'b it was thought importent that’ the ncn:‘bh g'oing road

from Trondhjem should be blocked a.gan.nat a German advanoe, ‘ and

‘that Bodo ;should be reinforced:  two independent ébmpénieé wore,

therefore,,. be:.ng sent to Mosjoen;- one 4o Mo; and two; to Bodo.

During the wesk. follomng “the French troops ma.de ’the moveman'bs

 preparatory 4o, the attdel oh Narvik: ° "t bat'tal:.ons that had

. '.,‘.

y:..:..peen detached to Salangfm arid "tHe- Norwegnan troops in that area

moved soythwards towards’ Bjerkv:.k, and oleared \the mounto.:ms on
R WS

oither sgide .of:. the road; - the troops of tho Forelgn Iﬁgmn prcpared

~ to attack Bjorkvik, 'On May 9th, the Polish brn.gado o ‘Pour

_ battalions arrived -at Harstad; -and 't:he 1ndependen‘b cowamea

Tho Gormons begon’ to press us in this sowthorn '-pb.rt of the
thét{tre; and Gonorel:Mickedoy roinforced tho indopendent

: oompanios by deepatch:ng the” ’remaindor of the Scots Guards.

(Mu.y 11th~)‘. Maanwhﬁlo, tho Gormans oponed thG:Lr 1ong expoctod

. atto.ok on tho Woatern Pronti: ond this ot onco influoncod tho

oourse of operut:.ons in ‘Horthern Norway.
O Th:ls great ongXaught ' ‘presented thosé rersponsible for -

the conduc'b of the war with tho difficulty that regularly appoars

el donol

that the War Office woro sending out renched Mosj oon a.nd Bodo. o "
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when & British wer plan is ‘being devised: we were engeging an

enony who was considerably more powerful than e Ware in the

e medn-theatre of warj. o.nd Wwe were engeging him, s:.ml-banewsly

SITin g secondary theatre, wha.t foress were to be allotted to each,

~and~ what c,Onduct wore they-.to follow? If Narvik had been occupisd,

_anfi if the Germans had boen expellsed from northern Norway, before
the onslaught in the wost bogen, the difficulty of giving the

“problem a good solutfon would not have boon so great; and this

Appendicasd-#o
Narratives

is probably vhy. tho First Lord (with the momorios of Ganipoli,

proparsd by ™ ’Saloniea, Palestn.no and Mogopotamia, making him anxious for the _

mil:l.tal‘y
Branch ‘of
Higtoriecal
Se C'blonv

" “enterprise.”

BRI

-futire) . soveral timow urged that somsthing quick and violomt

‘should be attempted: for on April 17th he gtated that the.

proposals for p:rolonged opera’c:n.ons round Narvik :mv'olved a

‘Mdamaging deedlock, and the :.mnob:.l:l.sat:.on of one ou‘.‘ our beat

'
4

brigsdes:" three days later he w:l.red tha'b it was "hlghly desir’able,
both' for political and militery reasons, that thsre should be no

deley in the ocapture of Narv:l.k and on Ma.y Brd, the First Lord

sent a personal meaaq& to Lord Cork and Orrery :.n which he said -

that “"every day that Narvik rema:.ned unto.ken n.mper:lled the whole |

B S N
v

4

As it had been patent, for some time past, that Narvik
would not. be in our hands when the o.t’:oaiql;,‘ on the Low Countries

bogan, the. Government had boen considering what forces ocould be

' spared for the entorprise, ond what forces could subse quently

bo ullowod t0 remain in northern Norwo.y, before 'the Germans

actually oponed.thoir attack. On Moy 6‘th 'theref’ore, Lmutenm'b-.

- Gonoral Auchinlock wis instructed to go 1:9 Norway, end to roport

War Cahinot
papor Hist.
- Appendix A,

what forces would be needed to proserve a part. of Norway as a
goat of governmont for tho Norwogion King ond Governmont; to
provont tho Gormns from obtaining:i::onl oro through Narvik; and
to interforeras mich as could bo, with the oro. rou'be from
Lulsa to Gormany, This mattor wos. still unsottled on Moy 10th,
for Generalk- Auchinlock only_o,zzzg}vpd on the day following; tut

i
R
2 el
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_ a:.r componen‘b in partlcula:r, must g from now onwards, havo

) grasped. tho.t forces would be o.llot'bed to them vcry apar:.ngly.

- 82 -

’everybody concerncd in the oporat:.ona, and the od.’f:Lcers of the -

. ",": Wy
e i

G

. 'they ’ wore presumably, rem:!.nded of 'th:.s falrly frequently 3 for

thencei’orwa.rd the da:ly news wag of enemy victeries, and of

Allied disas’cers.
" Y )
'I'he Jmned.late consequenca to the air opare:b:.ons in

O

Norway wes 'bha:b a_'l.l 'the :md:l.rect asgistance 'that the bomber
squadrons had boon g'.l.v:mg, by bombing Stavanger, Aalbarg, Pornebu,
and Vaernes now ceased $ for the bombers automatically began to

execu'be the ple.n that ‘bhe French and British had been dev:l.s:.ng

© for months past. It is a mat'laer of spem:la.tlon whe'bher the; -

indirect support thot had been g:.ven by the bomber squadron

"materially impeded the German opero.tions :.n Narway if it did,

the Germans were now freo of the 'nui?“sanco ;‘ for such assistanco
as was, honceforwa:rd, g.l.ven by thoe squadrons of Coastol Command
was not comparable to the ass:Lstance that had proviously been
gn.ven by 'bhc bombers
Group Capto.in Mooro, the senior officer of the air .

component a.rr:.ved at Ho.rsto.d wi'bh Genoral Auoh:l.nlock 3 he was
accompan:i.od by somo, but by no znoans,all the um.'bs that woro’
llot'bod to 'bhe a:t:c component, 'I’he Army o.uthorltlea at Harstod

d:l.d not however , know that an R.AP.. contingent Was on its way; '

a.nd the mcvemont control parties {being surprised by its arr:wal)\

wore unable to unload and distribute the Air Force stored and ' -~

equipment as quickly as wos needed if thoy were to be made safe

agoinst air attacksi The porsonnol of tho baso area, thereforo,

| doalt with tho boggago and equipmont; and, in ordor that tho

work at Skoanlond serodroms should be prossod forward, a large
paxrt of tho bo.so porsonnel were turned mto an aerodroms con-
structz.on party » and sont thare. Whon thoso arr'\ngomante

were complotcd Group Co.pta:.n Mooro repor’ced thot neither
Bardufoss nor Sko.anland aarodroms could bo mdo roady bofore
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Cypher tele- May 22nd H the bomber squadrons aerodroma, on the Porsangar
grams X5194 -

and from rear F,)ord could~ howsver ’ be used at once. Af’oer conslderlng thz.s N
admiral ©-ii. . Fi
Narvik to _rapocrt, 'bhe Admnal'by and the Air M:Lnls‘bry rtﬂ.ed that the Bero~ -t
- Admirelty o v

12,V,40 and d:roma on the Porsa.nger Fjord was not to b used, and that the o
X4966 from

Flag officer flgh-l'er squadrons wore to wait unt:l Bardufoss and Skaonlond
in chargeuc

Narvik to were ready to receive thom.
Adﬂﬁ.ré.l'ﬁy . e . N ‘0
12,V,40.0nd" During the next wook (¥oy 11th/18th)) the enomy moved A
cypher tele- : A FAIITE
gram X5209  northwards from Trondhjem ond pressed our troops out of Mosjoon '

from Admiralty ' 2

::’c:k F;g:\l}f%. | o.nd Mo. The Mos,]oen pos:.t:.on was tokon in Teor by airborne
Box II.H5.1d. troops that wore landed on the Hemes pen:nwla, and by o land:mg
force tho.t wag carr:sd up the fjord in a transport. Our troops
wore extricatod by soa and taken to Bodo, ' 'o'.nd o.é a German advanco
dn 't'.h:l.s area threo:boned the pos:n.t:.on af Bodo ’ Gen,eral Mockeacy b
. ordered substan‘bial re:.nforcemnts to be sent aouth s (the Guurds
Br:.go.de 1ess tho 2nd South Wales Borderers . a troop of fisld
o.rtlllery, o troop of light A.A. artillery ond a field compony).
'I’hia turned out i11l; for the tranaport that was carrying 'l',ho
Ir:Lsh Guards wo.s a'btackod from +ho air and eunnk, and the
- cruiser Ef‘f:u.ngho.m struck a rock and bocams a total loss while
Bhe was ca.rry:mg another battalion to Bodo. ‘I‘he Scots Guards
. were d:c:.ven out of Mo on the 18th end began the:.r retreat up
| the valley towards Sal'tfaord. The enemy's air forces assisted
| in thesa operat:.ons, but we ]mow hothzng ‘sbout the units that
wers engagad or about the menmer in which they mre employed.
The St_zots Guards -~ ons of the f:l.nes‘b :tzeg'lmen't.s um the British
| Army ~ reported that it disheartened everybody, that énemy ~
plansé inspected every position that ‘:':v'.aé :occupied s without
le't or hindrance ; and the men alway;i'fgit'fhat this loaded -
'bhe dico heavily agamst them. Br:l.ga.d:.er Gubbins, who oo
manded in the Mo~Bodo area s sa:r.d that he could have held the
Germans if he had been able to fight thon'in the air, This

_ was :.mpossn.ble, as Bodo a.n.rfleld was not ‘them ready. !
g .

.{,
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In the Warvik area, matrers went better, for here two

battalions of the Fore:x.gn Leg:Lon landed at BJGrkVIk ’ expelled

'bhe Germans from it » and s0 cleared -the northorn s:.da of the

General Auch:.nleck ha.d now oonsul‘bad w:Lth the N’arweg:l.an

Gonera.]sRu‘ge and B'lo:l.scher, and deapatohed “the repo:r‘b 'that ho
' had been ordered to proparse

)

"Thé Germans had destroyed so much in the port of
Narvik, and tho No.vy 3 bombardments had destroyed so.
.mich more that no iron ore wos 1ikoly to be shipped to
Germany for mony months: interforing with the shipmants
of ore from Lules was not feasiblo, unless the Swedish
authoritics themsolves assisted ond thig was not likely:

~ to carry Narvik ond to hold it as a soat of governmnt
for tho King, the Cabinet and tho Storting was thereforo
tho.only task ‘that the oxpeditionory foree in Norway wos
now called upon to porform, If it was to be done, the
areo Bodo Harstod Skaonland must bo held; and of thoso
pogitions Bodo was extremely importont, for if it foll
into thé enemy hands, and if the Luftwaffe could opera:be
from it, the anchorage at Harstad, and gl the depots in
the Narv:,k zone would be untenable."

.The»General therefore, reportod
"that he would need seven'been battallons s with a su:.ta.ble
- préportion of artillery ongineers, and armoured troops;
104 A.A guns of 3,7" oalibre; 96 Bofors gunas; ‘two
Hurricane squedrons,  one Blenheim squadron, and one Army
Co~operation squadron "
When thls report was reoo:wed in London, the news from
-bhe Western Front was of the warst: -t.he Dutch Army was uttorly

overthrown, and. ha.d capltula'ted, tho French Armiss on the Msuse

o were routed; and the Belg.Lan Arnﬁ.os wore being dr:l.v'en from one

General
AuchinJeck!'s
Report of
p:roceed:mgs
pera, 27.

position to another. ‘While the Ch:efs ocﬁ‘ the Staffs Committeo
considered General Auchinleck's report, Brussels wes abandaned:
the reply to it was, therefore, that ‘the French and British
Staffs 'could allot tw"ei%ve_ French end British battalions; ten

independant compenies, forty—eigh‘b heavy and sixty light A.A.

guns;j one Hurrlcane, one Gle.d:.ator squadron, and possibly an

Army Co-operation fllglt to the expedrt:.on but no more, To
this the General answered that ‘he- mght be abls to perform

the ta.sk that had been g'.wen h:l.m with the 'bwelve ba.ttaln.ons

_that were now allowod. h:l.m», but that the allowanoe of anti~
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airoraft a.rt:llery and air, Squadrons would be masza.c:snt if
the enemy attacked “the basee ‘and aerodromes in northern Norway,
as a.ppeared probable, The General particula.r].y deplored the

reduot:t.on in the Air Forces of” h:u.s Command and sa:x.d, that he

»'cw.ld ﬁot patrol. the base areas a.nd fleet anchoragea m.th fower

than two. Hurrn,oane aqugdrons; that he could only mest the enemy‘é

attack in the a:Lr, :l.'f' he were g:l.ven some bombers ; ond that,

Sl unless he oguld met ity the whole foree (which was already

d:Lscouraged by the. enemy 5 air attacks) would tecome quite dis-

. heartened, TIf the enemy attacked therefors , Genere.l Auch:.nleok
~ could:not hold himself respons:.ble for the safoty oﬁ .the force;

~and the 5evacuq,t!ion of nortﬁérn Norway woiuld be the only solution,

:. The Cn:wfs of Sta.ff Comm:.ttee , to’ whom ths matter was

I’E‘i’ﬁl‘l‘ed re commended evacua.t:x.on. R o ]

"Our present operat:.ons in Narwey" rerthe report "do
not constitute a profitable military detachmsnt., It is
- trus.that tho Germsns have 11 divisions in the country
and that we have the equivalent of only 1% divisions, But
+ the Gormans employed their forcss to overcoms southern
Norway, and there is no reason f’or them to lock up large
~forcos in Norway meroly becausd wo“are: at Narvik, Moreover,
the air forces that the Germans- had stationed in Norway could
~operate against the United ngdom, and: were not in any
sense divertod from the .monin thoatre. And furthermore the
" expedition to Norway was absarbing“forces that would be
better employed elsewhers. Tha naval forces in the Narvik
©.20ne now numbered it PR e

"3 Aircreft carriers. = ¢ s g
2 Anti-aircraft cruisers,, ’
4 oruisers (ome.of thom a modorn, 8" cruiser)
15 destroyors.
2 sloops.

"In addition to this » 43 hoavy und 60 llg'xt AcA, guns wore
needed for the defence of tho asrodromo ond of the base,
and this was a heavy: burden; for these guns were much
needed for the defence of the United Kingdome The two
squadrons at Bardufoss would not suffice to defond the
bage or the town of Narvik, if it were soverely attacked,

- and it was not going to be easy to maintain even these
two squadrons in Norway: their losses would be high;
Hurricanes could not be spared; Gladiators were no longer
boing manufactured and very fow of these aircraft wore
to be found in the aireraft storage units."

"Ae against this it was not o be disg,ulsed that
there were substantial reasons for remaining in Norway:
discredit would attach to us if we abandoned the Norwegians
altogether; moreover, if we captured Narvik, and held
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"it, ocertaih quantities of timber, iram,-ore.and -high grade
... Btesl would be. assured to s, The reasons for holding on
"7 could notj however, have the sams weight e.s[t.he reagons for
: vﬁ.thdram.ng. thé cempaign in France was going ill; eand
the advence of ' the ferman armies was endengering CGreat
Britain and France: The secur::.ty of France and of the
United K.mgdom is essent:.el, the retention of northern
Norway is not. ’

The Oaiefs of S'baff therefore reconmended that our- forces should
be. w:ubhdrawn affer Na.mk had been captured and after the harbour
e.nd ite mtalla.tione had been made tnusable. |

'I'h.e abandon:mg o.f' the ‘Whole en'berpr::.se was, therefore .

~virtually decided before ‘the sque.drom arr:;.ved, for this report
; Was being prepared on Mo.y 21st, and 263 squadron arrived in the

v .. Burious on .the sams do.y. The sto.te of affa:.rs was then th:l.a.

TN

Ba.rdufoss was rea.dy to reoe:we the Gle.d:.a.torrs » in that

v

two run yeys, e:.gh'been diepersal ba.ys w:t.th ta.xy:ing lanes to them,'
" an underground operat:.me room, end a number of places where
_ offn.oers and men oeuld reat and sleep had been prepared. The

: opera'b:.ons room. was, haﬂever, stnll little better than a rude

s

exce.vat:.on, N and YhHe' a.ooonmodatu.on dzha:b we.a ready was meuff:_c:.ent

"': T

fo;' all, s 88 a. number‘ of™ offlcers and men were compelled to bu:r.ld

wooden wigwams far ’chemselves as goon as they arrived. The asro-

drome was defended by eight heavy and twelve light A.A. guns. the

dlstrlbutlon of anti-anrcraft artn.llery over the whole arca was: -

for Harstad and Skaanland, twenty-four heavy and
eighteen l:v.ght guns.

| for Bodoy edgnt heavy and twelve light guns. .
fo:r Tromso, eight heavy and s:urteen Tight guns»
The e.erod:rome wa.o suppl:n.ed thrcugh Sorreise.; the road

be’tmeen the two places was bad ; ond cpmnlcatlm betweon tho

two piaoes mlgzt have boen aevered for long per:\.ods, as no

spo.re parts, and no ptmcture repm outfits hod boen sont with 7

‘bhe R.A.F. lorrles. ’I'he Army au'bhor:.tias Bupplled what was

ey

needed tmd eomnloat:.ons, ,though diffioult, were always main-

tained.

~
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- Norwegian one; but the supplying of such additional w:Lreless

from two to ten m:mu'tes. .
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Two lines of ohwrver posts were nearly set up: one
S

in -ther Bode -Fauske c}iatricts, the other in 'the Lofoten Islands;

“but -mich rema.:.net} tq.be done before the obsarver screen was in '

full working orda::. iy the i’:Lrst plaoe it was not real:.sed

that the Norwegians. werp mg.ggbﬁng_;.ng a well seleotgad chain of

. : Y
observer posts along. the whole coast from Velfjord (lat. 65°:

30' N. long. 129: 20 E) to Tromso; and that what was needed

‘ from us was not a British observer screeﬁ impomd upon the

equipment as would improve the Norwegian system.‘ Second].y,

~ the equipment that was supplied to the observer acreen was by

no means the most 'su:‘,j:aﬁle to the work in hand: the pack set

(R.1082 T,1083) was far too waak to send messages across the

. high iron bound mountains of Norway} ‘ fof the accumlators did

e

not give ,the necessary power, and the “wave meter was accurate

.-1

‘only on -the Lowox frequenclaa. 'I'hirdly » 83 1o a.rran@mants

had been made for. hous:.ng, or feedlng, or pe.y:.ng, the men

' of the observer. .soreen; as no tra.nspor‘b had been allowed to

e
‘the Conmandmgj Offioer, and as the Norwegs.ans had none ito

1end s the prelmina.r;.es of aett.l:mg 1n 't.he posts were mich drawn

i Ndwertheless, when the squadron arrn.vedA at Bardufoss, those

HA T j»'",_‘d - -s' \

';dif’flcultms had been so far overcoma that the Norweg:.a.n observer

o

¥ sereen and our own were reporting enemy movements to the air

component's headquarfers at Harstad, wlth a delay that varied

It had been :mbended that the obsorver scroen ghould

bo supplomented by R.D.F. stations in the Bodo and Svolveer

'districts, but the officers who had been sont to f:md suitable

,

si't.ee had found that the Norwegian coast was ill suited to tho
“i- purpose. Tho establishing of R.D,F. stations an the coost of
‘“Norway was not, in itgolf, impossible; but long triols and

.exporiments would have boon nemossary beforo a good chain of

[
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, posv'.l',s” .c.xould havé bosi’ aot upe 1 . )
" When ‘thé' Gladiators took off. from the carrier, the
weather was thick and’ “Toud ;:and . the squadron at once, suffered
| loss, £or two aircraftidtruck. a mountain side, and both were
wreoked. The task thet'was allotted to the squadron was that
| pa:brols should 'be maintained over the baaa and 'bhe Flee’c anchora.ge H f-\
| and this wes done from May 22nd until our_.trqus were withdrawn. - -
The highest number of sarties in a day was fifj;y;five: the
| lowest, seventeen; on every day_whéﬁ ur aircraft was patrolling,
. .' enemy planes were met and fought. The 00NSe qUeNCs. of these oper-
| .ationg must be eméd separately.
L Durlng the five days that followed upon the squadrons
| | e.rr::.val , the Germans pressed their opara.tions in the southern
s.rea.~ On May 25th the Irish Guards wore seve:ely engaged a'b .
Pothua to the south of Salfda.la fjord, ’ and’ ‘they reported that “the
F _rgﬁemy'a supern.om.ty in. the su.r was ‘deciding the issue of overy
ac'tn.on thet they foiight: as,Bodo landing. ground ‘Wa.s now roady,
three Gladla:bers were.. sant there on the follovnng day (May 26th).
o 'I’he p:.lots foun& tiphon ‘khey arr:wed » that the runwa.y was dangerous:
the build:mg of a ‘wooden. - runwgy, ‘900 feet long, we.s immediately . .
-ba.ken in hand, and it was r,completad by nn.dnlght. The Gladiatora

. '. e

‘ 'l:.ooic off on the day following and fought a number of actions in
' 'bhe Bodo district. “The Irish Guords, who wore r;t:rmg from
Pot.hue, were not’go ‘geverely a’ctaaked by alroraft as they had been | ,4-\
. previously 3 but this was:probably beoa.use th{e ensmy sent -all
file 55301 the:u' a.vailﬁble squodrong ago.a.nst Bodo 1tself, The enemy's
| a.tta.cks bega.n at 0745 hours, when twelve Ju. ‘87's and four. P
Me. 110" 5" attacked- the. la.nd:mg graund and the town i “bwo Gla.d--
iators wore put ‘out of ac‘t:n.on, and soma dama@ was dona 'bo 'l:he '
'bown. ‘In the ai‘ternoon; the, a.ttacke were begun agein, and 'bhey
ﬁ were pressed iith the' groatest energy 'I'he aerodrons and the
_ rm&y wert? ‘Wrecked: beyond re__p_a_.:r, :Ln the town, the 25 pounder

ammmition, the food and the petrol d.umps wore all degtroyed,
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' Gladlatora that had tr:.ed to gtem the onala.ugb‘t.,cme escaped and
»reached Ba.rdufoss. o L '.’ ' :

The northern par'b of the theatre wa.s now reinforood -

by the Hurrlcane squadron (No.46) which arr:wed :in the Gloriocus

on the 26hh. It was originally - infendad that th:ns squadron
should be based on Ske.anland, but the f:u-st two a:.rcraﬁ'. that

landed 'hhere tipped on 'to their noseg, and 11: was rea.l:.aed that

- more- work would have to.bo done on the runway., The rest of the

" squadron were gent on 40 Bardufess, and were ordered to patrol

the- base and *the Rombaks Pjord,

By this time, the Prench wWere rea.dy ‘c.o make the f:.nal

" attack on Narvik., The pla.n was that the troops on 'bhe northern

side of the Romba.ks Fjord should be carrisd 1n boa'l',s to the

gouthern side, .and' should land under cover of the guns 'that had

‘been established.at 0ijord: smltanawsly, the Po’.les on the

' Ankeneg peninsula-wers :to clear. Bemsfgord and then tq pass on to

s

“the north east andinorth.. These operatn.cns wore beg;un a-b 0300
" hoiirs” aiMay 28: “they continued a1l dey. and were succesaful;
© £ by 2200 hours, +the. French troop(s were :m Narvik x the Poles

""" were in Beisfjord; - and the. German garr:.sm were drn.ven towards

U

' Hunddalen.. The squadrons patrolled tho battle ‘area during the day;
BT was ‘never poas:.ble to keep more tha.n three mach:.nea in the adir
‘at one timej and to do this, for-by~'bwo operat:.onal fhghts were
made by 263 squadron and Pifty-three by 46 Sque.dron. Three '

‘engagements were fought during the course of the clay.

(.'

As soon ag: 'bhese Operatlons were completsd the

* evacuation of northern Norway was begtm, for the Governmant had
¥ alrendy “ordered it. For the matter had again been referrad to

a special committes, WhO found no reason ’c.o modn.fy 't.he e Com=

mondations. that had .elready been made by the Ch:.ef’s qf.‘ S'baff.

! : i xf
They reported: oo ; ' ‘

“that we were riot able to prowide the foroces that "bhe‘ :



Sl =%

CeQeSs - | Gomander-m-&sz thought necessary for the defence of. :
(a0) - Narvikj, and, that inasmch as ws could not provide tham,'the
207. Gormans could make cur position in northern Norway untenable.

ba : In so grave .a state of affairs as then preva:.led it was
: highly important that we should reduce our commitmemts in -

- secondarly theatres, and assemble every available destroyer,
fighter squadron end anti-aircraft battery £of the defence of
the United. Kingdom; that. the forces detached to Narvik would
not remein at the figure fixed by General Auchinleck; +that

: the proyiding of them would-be a drain upon the Air Parcs and

. upon the Navy; and finally, that our expedition to northern:

-Norway had not obliged the Germans to. ,disperse their foroces more . . =
than we had digpersed ourge " ;

'This report .wgs accopted by the Chiefs of Staff ond by the Government,
anctll'blhela decision to evacuéte waps ratified by the Suprems War Council.
It was, indeod patent that wo could no longer apare a man or a gun,

| far 1ess a squadron of f:.gh’ters, for o. socondary theo.tre of war, whon
disaators were acouzmzlat:.ng 8o fast in the principal onc. Since

: May 17th whon Genoro.l Auohlnleck had reco:wed the Governmont's

'.rul:mg upon the forces that could be apo.red for northorn Narway, tho
Journal of misfortunes had been : that *the Gorman Armies had reachsed
the annel por'hs and. had co.pturod Boulogne, that thoy had gverrun

~ more of northern Franoe than they had takon ‘i the lost wor ’ that

: .the Brit:r.sh Army, aeparo.tod from ‘the Pronch and“tho Bolgian, was

retn.r:mg upon 't.he small :madequa’w port of Dunkirk and upon the -

“er

o open ooe.st on elther side af 1%, On ‘the day ‘when- Narvik was
ErtON

oaptured the Belg:.an Army eurrendered. In addition to all 'hhi.a
'hhe repm'ts from our A.mbassador at Rome left bit l:l.ttle doubt 'tha't

. - the Ital:.ans would declare wa.r a.g'a.:mst ua, “and- the Gov-ermmn'b wore,
'."'r: . . “'J“ )

at th:.s monant, meking wha.t prepa.ratlons could be made for a war

' :m the %dl’cerraneam : : <
Bodo we.s the f:.rst place to bé eva.cuated,, the bombing:

“.of the place had not destroyed the pier; and the withdrawal,

/

which was bogun on the’ night of Mey 29th, was completed by the
: nigh'b of Mey '31'a't.. The enemy did noi in'be\rfei'e with it. In the
nor'bh the withdrawal ha.d to be carried ou't in smch a manner

't.hat the Norwegu.an foroes that wo were abandon:mg should not at
Genoral p
Auchinleck's once be overwhelmed and dastroyed. It was, on ’ch:n.s account,
Report ’ : o I
paras 84y  carried out vory gradually, ond lasted for five days and nighta

|
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(June 3rd/8th). The groater pert of the RA.P. headquarters at
Hal"stad was taken away on the second day of the evacuation. The

" evacuation of the serodromes was carried out in this manner, The
Nomwegians wore now very bitter at the miéfortunss that our polioy |
flad brought upon them; at the ruin and destruction that had over-
teken any town that had harboured our troops, and at the calamities
that had befallen any Norwegian forces that had depended upan us
for aid; it was, therefors, importan‘l; that the ebandoning of the
asrodromss should be conceoled from them to the last. In order o
deceive the Norweg‘u.aﬁé, we invented a story that the fighter squadrons
wore to be moved to Skapnlond; that two bomber squadrons were to
be based at Bardufoss; and that the movement of stores and of
aircraft (which could not be conoeaied)‘. wore consequent upon this
axlrangemeht. The two squedrons patrolled the Narvik area until
June 7th; +the sircraft were flown to the Glorious on the day .
following. After the last aircraft had taken off i the destruction
of Bardufoss was begun. The official report runs thus:

' "The asrodroms was destroyed by bléwing craters in it
with dynamite, on a diagonsl pattern. The work of demolitlon was
commenced at 0030 hours on the 8th June, end by 0245 hours, 120
craters wore blown about one and a half motres in diamoter by one
motre deep:” ~ ' '
five hundred wtres of runway number one was left, for the use of
some Norwegian Fé)kker bombers. On the following morning, the
Norwegians continued and completed the work'of degtruction. - ’
Misfortune overtook the two squadrons; for, soms time on Juns 8th,
the Glorioué » whi?h was carrying them, fell in with a German
pocket battleship, and was sunk., Two of the off:ffcera whor had
embarked in the carrier woro picked up daymlater, upon rafts;

@he. remainder perished.



17,404 % Daferios of Harstad Skésnland srea | | Noetibmy air raids. L
2.V.40. ) cmsisteaaf. S S A o ) . o
e}y one section 193rd (3",7) A.A. ba.ttery Karmebogen 1430 hours,.raid of Harstad, Grand.Hotel hit and badly damsged.
ER v TR S Sollia A.,..13(')0.Yhours, mrm on Harstad from & high altitude: 5 h&mbs anly.
o ‘%} - (Harstad area). - , | ) ' :
i 4.¥.40. )} +two O Sarreisa, . . : 1100 hmzrs, aix: ra:ui miHarstad, from 12 000 fbet ‘H.M.S. Eﬂ’fmgzm
...} (en route for Bordu foss) , _ ottacked and misseds Thereofter con‘b:nuous raiding in the Sknanlome .
o ' _ B Harstad area up to 2300 hours. Polish dsstroyer Grom hit and sunk,
% 3rd Lt. A.A, battery — less 1% troops, Skaonland. - : T -
AR ))‘ ons troop of 3rd hLt. A.A. battery:Solangen. .
) . one troop of 164th Lit. A-A. battery Skaonland.
5:¥-404 55th Lite A.A. Tegiment, ’ S Air raids on Haretad and SkesnTand at 1020, i500- md. 1800 hourse -

N o -Thefleetplanes G:.botand Caribou driven ashore anddes'tr
- 163 Lita, AJA - bottery Harstoda : ! wede

one -&odé of 164 Lit. A.A. ba‘t‘t.er& Harstod.
165 Lite AcAs ba.ttary (1ess one troop) Ballongen. -

oo troop 165 Lt. A& bottery - Yo |
164 Lta Acd. ba't.'l'ery, Ioa3 two troops) Lilond.

%%

Fl
: . o
. ’ ? P
%Mhﬁ;..ﬁf»—gq&gvu-_‘

‘

6,?_-40-.':' : Skua patrol over Harstad from 1800 hours. - . N5 air ¥aids in- *&hexHa.rstaQ/Skaanland Zonel

IEREL

7.V.40. Skua pa'ln‘ol ﬁ-om 1100 hou.rs. . .- No air ra:.da..

9445 to 1830 hours Harstod ccxrbinumsly raa.ded, bombing ond machimes

84Ve40.
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16.V.40.

94V .40
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' TABLE 1- (Con’h:l.mxod) -ENE!MI'S ATR. OIEEIRATI% IN THE NARVIK AREA BEFORF‘ THE AERIVAL oF ‘IHE FI@']IEIR SQUADROM.

14.V40. .

1 5.v;§109

ﬂ-ch L e A

18,V.40,

19.V.40.

21 'v.4‘00 "' .

ERS

. 205Va40.

DEFENGS OF AREA

4 Lte AA guns of the 167th Lt. Add.
ba‘b'l‘ﬂry put into position at Sorrrelsa.

8, 3% ,‘7 A.A. gms of the 193:(1 Ao ba.t'bery
. in a.cta.m at Bardufoss. :

4 3= ,7A.A. guns of the 152nc1A.A. battery:n
pos:.t:l.on at Skaanland.

o
*

e
15

Dbkl

4 guns from the 256th A.A. battory put
into action in the Harstad aroa.

m‘ S ommo_}g

N

Not much enemy activity in tho Horstod Skoonland arec.

-~ Air attacks on Harstad and Skaanla.nd.. sh:xpp:mg aimd at,
but mwccesafully. '

N

Smoll numbor of Planes. m.ds low nlt:rt.nda atba.ck a‘b 1900 hom:s

no damago. |
E‘rench dam-nbmgade H.Q. dive bombed far 35 nnnu'tes and.

destroyed, 2310 hours -~ Salongen arcie

Prench force HeQ- bombod dur:mg the attack on Baarkvn.k.
Balangen attacked from tho air.

Not muech air ap't:l.v:l.ty in Harstad Skaonland. m:boa.

Adr rm@séon'Boll.angon- |

_Air ra;l.d on ah:.pp:mg and aerodrom at Sbanland 3 planes

no damagoe . .

_Air raid on Hars‘bad., min potral tonks hit ond destroyod.
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N0. OF NN
COMBATS. LOSSES.
s 1... -
3 2
6 1
5 2
15 1
: £
T . 3
3 il

AL'IERA.'I'IOI\S IN
A.A. D B,

4 guns of the 151st
A.A. battery added to
defence of Skaanland.

4 guns of the 153rd-
A.A. battery added to

DATE..

22.,V.40.

23.\’.40.0';

24.V,40. -

the defenoe of Harstad.

One troop of 167 Lt.
A. A, bettery moved out
of the area to Tromso.

4 guns.. of: the 153cd
A.AL ba'btery mdvad to
B(XiOd .

.t BT -‘" i’.
156th A.A. battery,
loss “bwo peotithEg "
moved towards Tromso.

.

25.V.40.

26,V.40.

27.,V.40,

28,V.40. -

—memesn

29.¥.40,. .

-,---—-r

' 1130 hours H.M.S. Coventry attacked at Skaanland.

' 1220—1250 hams. Rombsks £jord bombsd by ten aircraft

1840-2000 hours. Elvenes, Gratangen, and Norwegian
front line troops bombsd: quay at Gratangen set alight.
Elyenes in flames. . ) . '

1430-1630 hours. air ‘attacks on Harsted.

Attack on Ballangen, g of the 165&1 Lt. ALA

battery hit.

1130 Savere attack o Harsta.d lnst:.ng hours.

1425—1539 hmn:s SBVeTe-: a:btack .on the fleet emchou.-aga .
at Harstad ond Skaaniand, A/A cruiser Curléw smk at

" Skoanland; H.M.S. Southampton domoged at Harstod. -

No a:u' attacks i.n the Harstad area; one plans dropped

......

: 0400—-0600 hours. attacks in ‘l'he ba:btle Zone near

Narvik, H.M.S. Cairo bombed and hit.
: U’t

13171340 hours. bombing attacks on the PFrench battle’ n
positions in the Rombe.ks f,]ou:d.

’1700 hours Frenoh pos:.t:x.ms in the Narvik area bombed. m

130, houxs- a.ttaelﬁm -Harstml 1ot wiidh damage ; also -]
attack on trawlers ot Skasnland.

1930 hours, twenty aircraft.in the Skmmland area: road-

o0 hiland blocked for some howrs. -

2030 attacks on shipping in the Narvik areas
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24
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EI\E!LN'S AIR OPERATIONS IV

ALTERATIONS IN
A~ A, DERENCE

1 troop 167th Lt.
A.A. battery moved
from Salangen to
Bardufoss.

ARBEA

DATE,,

30.V.40.

31,V.,40,

2 .v104'0§

3.VL. 40,

4VI.40,
5.VI.40.

6.VL. 40,

- TeVI.40,

-enly 46 sqamdron took off. . ...

AFEER'HEARRIW&LOFTEEFI@TER U,

mm 'S OPERA.TIOI‘B. _

Very ln_t'ble enemy ra:uhng “in the Harsba& Skamaland

Little enemy aétlnty, bu'b tha ‘woather was th:.cik‘., o

Al
R

**§200 to 1300 hours attacks gn navel vessels in the

Narvik ares.

-

hittle ensmy activity; but the waa'thar was foul,
anky 46 squadrcm took off,

- do. . do ~ do.

d-o. . do. : . d°.~
T doe - ' doe : do.

)
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\We have still to determine how the operations of the

fighter squadrons influenced the emdiy's operations and the

~ course of the cam;iaign: end with regard to this, we must

first'revim fﬁe:""ii'if‘filoulties under whic;h the squadrons

"operated, As Goncslived, the plan of operations was that a

Pully equipped wireless and observer screen (six posts if the

‘Bodo Pauske district, and nins“in the Lofoten Islands) ‘Ahould

report ensmy movemonta éar];y' enough for: the Squa.dfaﬁ:'.cgzvxmnders

to make i:lite’rcept;ing ‘digpositions, This might have be;en
possible, later, when the Norweg_'j.an’ ‘obgerver screen had’ beon
supplemented by e dhain of R.D.F, gtations; but tho only

system of Gomivntoat oK WKt 55l be devised, with tho time

and the mans available, Yos that reports of app:"oaél‘u‘:iﬁg”’
airoraft should bo telephoned + Lodingon, and re-telophonod

from there to Hars’bad and Bairzdtifose. Ag it ﬁbj’ﬁ"”iéﬁi‘be' inmoésible
to sond up 'intéfcébtix}g flights, until communioations wore
enlarged and improvod; tho squa.drohowero compolled to maintain
standing patrols, and whd"f:'ig more, to maintain them in very
adverse oircumstonces, The ndkthern patrol area was &t the

head of S?lbe,'rg;l?jord;' “the ‘southern patrol zone was at
Ballahgen, nearly 100 milss away; the western areas wers at
Lodingen and Harstad , and the eastern ones &t Gratangen and
Rombaks "F,j ord, Aircraft in one area could not be moved to
another, wh:l.le they were on patrol, 'bec;a.uég'the high mountains
mado a1l commmication between ground ond air impossible,’
Pinally, the Norweg:.anobserver ‘sbreen, although it was on the
whole, well sited, did not detect all the approaching raids;

for the high mountsifis ond the deep intervening valleys restricted
the view. of the bost plnced obsorvor posts. ThS' ‘Sonsdgilonco was
that- the enemy's bombers were ofien in sight before the pilots
had taken off, To auni.ﬁp, %ﬁerefore,'the s@aﬁrons were com-
pelled to operats by étandiﬁg"patroﬁ, which is of all ?q'ethods'. e
the most fa:tigzing, and’ the most wasteful; and the .pilotg
wore aften obliged to olimb ‘to ten ‘dhd ‘even to twelve thousand

L
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Lo \ ’feet, in the very presence of the enemyvtha't. they had taken
;._1_‘:.-"1:‘“"" . .
. P Off tO engage ey e
037 : 0
Opera:b:.ons , The a.otua.l achiovemnts of the squadrms were those:
" Record Books, =

263 and 46 - No.263 aquadron operated on twolve day'e, exocuted 389 fl::.ghts,

- squadrons,
| E a,nd engag;ad the ‘enemy in 69 combats: No,46 squadron
operated. on twelvo:days, exeou'bed 249 flights. and engaged.
tho enemy in 26 oombate: moet of the eng-agomnts Woro -
in the Narvik - Harstad area (see map). As for +tho onemy'
losses, the pilots bel:r.oved that thoy shot down th:.rty-—-
geven onomy planeg: be,twéen May 21st ond the date of tho
evacuation: oflthase 'bw%nty'-ﬁix onemy plancs werc claimed
by 263' Squadron, and ‘elsvon by 46 squadron. {Far tho |
tactics omployod by oach’ équadron soe Part V. Docunent 20) 1

 but as es‘bl:'Lmo:tes of an’onemy*s loss have novor 'y in 211

_ hn.at,ory; eorreaponded 4o an onemy's o.ctuul loss, it would

Lo it DO unscientlf;;ciszg :I,magﬁne,that estimates of losses in air

(s - Warfare are a d.epar-tui-'e ‘From this genoral rule. Wo shell

| not, therefore, know how' many planes the enemy lost, |
during 'bhe:l.r operat:.ons against Narvik, until thoy declare
thenm in‘an official document that can be reliecd upon.
However, as eleven squadfons of bombors ;avore then station—
od in Norway, a total loss of 37 planos would only have
absorbed tho Teservo airoraft (three por Staffol) and
.would_ not havo reducod tho numbers of ‘airoraft that' the
Connnandera of the ‘Lu,ftwaffe 60u1<i allot to any porticular

© targot. ' o o , ' |

The most naturo.l wo.y of 'asaeaalng the squo.drons

ach:.ovomnt is to oompare tho OAP?I:&'F?]-ORB that the -enomy

| executed bofore the squo.drona .‘a.rr:wqd (seo tabis: "f) W:I.'th
the opera‘b::.ons that thoy porformd 'bhereaftér (8oc tab]o
2); barb, when this is dono, the camparison reveals noth:mg

B‘br:n.king For it :1:3 clesr 'tha.t the: qnemy's 'raids’ ag'ame‘b
Rara‘tad,‘Skaaz?}epd, end. tHo meat anchorage were as fre-

.quent, and as strenucusly delivered, after the squadrons

O'
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had arrived, as they were before. Indeed, it'can be inferred

.. that the Luftwaffe alt'taolsed 'bhe Nexyik area moat v:Lgbrbugly

dur:mg the per;x.od Mey .22nd. ~ Jupe, 3rd;, for, although- noywar
dlary or. documant gives, the partlcu;:ar& that' one would like
the 26th and the 29th Koy were tha severeat tha’e‘ ware oxpor-

doncads, As for the Iull in the enemy's:gperations, between

', June 3rd and June 7th, this was clearly due. to. thevweather

. ations for.the Army and jthe Flae'b,. _‘The, differencs -between

(see_, +table 2 A Co G erel oeas Bho

If, however, the particularg.f the enemy's operat-

. dms are ignored, and if the known.facty ave.considered:in a

goneral way, we get a more :satisfactory result . .for -whon

‘the enemy's operations. ogninst Aandelsess and Namsos 2w

ompared vr.:.th their operations a.ga:mst Naxrvik, wo have;.en
. the one hand, a.reocord of m:lln,tary targets tha'b are. carefully

-.and methoditally. destroyed s and, on . the other, the record w0l ol
C T
of a ha.rbour that was,.throughout, a workable bage iof oper- - cailfi

. 'bhe two, .(and it .islo. notable. difforence) must. be attributed,

in large masure, to the A.A. batteriss, and to ‘the £ ighter

(. i+ Bquadrons,.

H

46 and 263

‘Bquadrons "~

¢
FESUH

The Oontributn.on of the f:lgh‘ber squadrons would, .appear

IS SR A

to have been most, subetant:.al on -Juns 2nd; for they::; were;

..on. ‘that day, 80 h,eavilypngqged that they fought twontymfour

‘aotions and mdo ssventy~five sorties, Tho documontary records

. .-of the, §.dy’8 fighting show -that. tho enemy intonded to mako a

. 8overe attack upon the b;nsb‘,-ar;g;.upon.tﬁe- anchorago;. for .the

;- Gogbat, roports. spoak of a group of twolvo long rango: bombars,

ﬂy:mg'bog?ther, and each approaching group was followed by

,_:’ggothal; ».for anhour omend: the  bombors and dive bombers woro

;0% 4,000 and 5,000 feet,, (whigh implics that they. iptended to

Vol

Opa.Recorc} ‘bomb: tho rlace mthqdioaliy),, and M, 110's wero prosont s

Books,

& protection for the Jbomberg, . Those ,:;f.grcas woro stubbornly

engqged from their _.fimst,,apmmmca.,.to,,th? time of thoir with-

drawe.l, tho:Lr .attack wos harmlegs; anu ang: wio conduct of, our '

AN
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' p:t.lots ma.de a deep impression upon the Army. .Those who were

‘present (and who were best able to Judge, what rglief this

| ‘gave to the troopa) were uuch moved by the explo:rt., and at
the end of the day, General Auokinleck expressed his admiration
in a hendsome meseaga of thanks.

Due we:.ght muet howerver » Do given to every'bhing that
may have :l.ncreased or d:uxﬂn:.shed the sevority of -the enemy's
attacks upon Harstad and Ska.anla.nd; and, .’t.t seems fa:.rly
oerta:m that the enemy -could not, a.t this 'b:.m, opera;be ag
strongly agamst Narv:.k as he had againgt Namsos and Aandal-
anaes; far ’chese plaees are w:!.'thin easy reach 01’ Vo.ernoa
(whoro the onomy oonoentro.‘ccd as many aquadrona ad, the place
would hold) 5 .and Aa.ndalsnaes can be operated againat from

“0slo Fornobu and Stave.ngcr. Narvik, is, howevér, - 600 miles
See Box - from Oglo Parnebu, and even further from Stavanger, and thia 3
Narway Int-
elligence obl:,ged the Germans -to operate aga:mst 1t from Trondhaem
file odiror .
34/3/13. Vaernes. Realis:mg-, i’rom tho beg'.mning, that the aerodroms at
) Trondh:]om would be their g'rea'b baao of operatiqna, the. Gormans,
wore working hard to inereasc its ocapaoity; and sovorol |
additional squo.drons wore in fo.ot stationed at Voornoa at the
beg:.nn:mg- od.’ May. Nevertheloas, aftor allowance hos boen mado
for al1 th:.s, it is safo to say that tho at’cacka on Narvik
Ij"could not have been as froquont, or as sovero, as tho attacks
o on Namsos, Aandalsno.es and Bodo, It is » thus, only poosiblo
to aay about the squadron 8 o.ch:.ovemant that it was a oontri-
but:.on to a substan'b:l.o.l rosult ~ that of m:lntadning Horstod
and Skaanland as workable bo.ses of* oporo.tions, for so long as
tho oporo.tic_ms in nqr‘the,rn Norwqy‘ wore poren.stod. in, .-
| From ovorything that procodes » it is oloor that tho
operationa aguinst Nar\r::_k only resemble the oporations against
Trondhjen in that they" wore emcu‘bed in the same ocountry, Norwaye
If northern Norwa.y was succegafully protected agains'b fatel
da.mage by two figrfbr squa.drons (wh:.oh wore. operating. at great
dlsadvmtage) and by an insufﬁo:.ent number of A.A. batteries,

Vi
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it is reasonable to suppose that it could have boen defondod

ag;a.:inst'any attempt that the Germsns might have made to ro-
take it, if General Auchinleck had been given the forces -
that he asked for viz:' seventeen: battalions » two hundred - .
A.A. guna, and five R.A.F. aquadrons,” Indeed, it would
appear as though more air forces than General.Auohi;.nleck
asked for could have been baged on northern Norway, if
arrangements had been made for preparmg all the sites that
could have been uged for aerodroms., These arrangements
would have to have been: more carefully 'thoughf out then those -
actually mndey but there would have been nothing impossibls -
in the task or the preparo.'t.ion for it.

‘Ihe opemtior;s' agoinst Narvik were thus in .a fair
way to be. pucceassful, when the d:.sa.s*bers in Prance made :Lt
impossgible for us to pers:.st in 'bhem any longer. 'I'he oper—
ationa sgainst Trondhjem, on 'bhe other hand, were unsuccess-
fuls we 1a.nded & considerable -body of troops at Aandalsnaes
and Na.maos ; and o m.thdrew them a fortnight later because
WO oould no 1ong\er na:mtain them in the fisld.

The reasorsfor this were that the -por‘bs upon which
the A.rmy depended wore ot the nnroy of the enemy's Air Farce
and that the Comanders and pilots of the Luftwaffe made
them unugable. It cannot, however, be ss.:n.d that this was
unforeseen. E'ou:' whenever m’berven'blon in Scandinavia had
been oons:.dered the Air Staff had reported that any exped—
ition in ‘those eountries would bs endangered by 'the a.t‘taoks
that the German Air Forde could deliver aga:.nst :Lte long
and exposed comzmna.ce.t:.ons. It mst be remembered morecver,
that when -the Air Staff exa.mined the implico.t:.ons of operating
at Narv:.k, or in southern Norway, or in Sweden, thoy alwaye
assumed thh'b the British expodrb:.on to Soandinavia would be
aocourpam.ed by some air foroes. The exped.rt:l.on tha.t actually
saj.ied'fer Tron&hjem was accompanied by none; go that tltie

dangers anticipated by the Air Staff were increased prop—
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ortionately. The destruction of Namsos and Asndalsnees,

and the consequences to the' commmiocations upon which the
Army depended were thus disssters that were foreseen; and

this gives the opefatibn in Norwey o Bpeeial interest; for
)
it is very rare in war that dangers that have been antici~

pated correspond so exactly to tho dangers tha'l;, aventuate.
The Army officers, moredver , doubted whother forces
large enough, and ‘well equipped énough for the work in -
hand could ever have »been mdjntained from such a port as
Aandalsnoos, and over such-a road and such o railwoy as
connsoted Aandolsnass to the ‘centre of the country. On

this point Genocral Paget wrote thus:

"It has bocoms the habit of the British Army in
rocont years to assums that what the Gonoral Stoff con-
" sider to bs politically or operationally dosirable is
- ; adminigtratively possible., No greator or more dangorous
follacy could exist. In the casc of the ANDALSNES
expodition it appoars to have been assumed that tho
port of ANDALSNES and the line of commmication running
forward therefrom was capable of maintaining the force'
which it was considered operationatly desirables to dis-
embark there. As far as can be ascertained no attompt
to verify this assumption was made although opportunity
to do so.exigted. There seems to have beon no adequate
‘reason why a technical reconnsissance should hot have
accompanied 148 Inf Bde which, divorced from any respon-
sibility for the maintenance of that force, might have
reported upon the administrative capacity of the part
and the line of commnication «.e.e."

"The port of ANDALSNES probably hes a poace tims
©apacity of soms 700 tons per 24 hours using ships
derricks for lifts boyond the capacityof the single
crane, but ships of the DELIUS olass borthed alongside
can only work three out of five hatches at a tim owing
to the restricted length of quay

"Similarly the thooretical capacity of tho railways,
despite its technical limitations and psculiarities, is
more than adequate to deal with the traffic which the"
port con handle., But these figurss have little appli-
cation in practice if it is open to tho enemy, as in
fact it was, to interrupt’both the traffic through the
port and along the railway at will and free from any
form of retaliation ' ' e

"A fair estimate of the capacity of the port is to
say that it could be precariously worked for some 4 to 5
hours out of the 24 thus reducing ths tonnage ‘handled to
about {00 tons per day. This figure, however, assums
that skilled labour is available to'deal with the ships
and that.the tonnage, when unloaded, is mot destroyed -
by enemy air action., The skilled labour was not avail-
ables The enemy ocould destroy what he 1iked, only
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having to press home his attack in the faco of a weak
A.A. defence.?

"As far as the railway ‘was concerned the position
- was even leas satigfactory, for here, over by far the
- greater pert of the line, the enemy was faced by no
defences of. any nature and could destroy as he pleasged.
.The lower limit of thé practical capacity of the rail-
way was therefore what the enemy ochose to make it.
Fortunately instead of conocentrating ‘the efforts of his
. Air Foroe to destroy a fow vital points of the ra:.lway
- system hé was inclined to sprinkle several sectors of -
the line, and thereby did not achisve complets destruc-
tion anywhsre. "

"'lhere was only one single road with no laterals
opening from it which could bo put to any useful purpossce
Throughout its longth it did not exceed 18 feot in width

- and was considerably narrowor’in many strotches. Tho -
-gurface was gtono dust, water-bound and tho Foundation,
Jjudged fram a numbor of bomb craters in various portas,

-did not oxceod 8 inches to 1 foot of hatural unpacked
stones sot in earth which rapidly becams thick mud when
thawed out. On each side of the road was an open

- . @rainage out about 18 inches wide by two feet.dsep

.. packed, ariginally, with frozen snow. Wherever the thaw

» had gtarted these ditches becems vehiclo traps of great

» officiency. The melting enow gave way leaving the 7
vehicle ditched to tho axle. Over considerable stretches
of the road abandoned N’orwag,n.an vehic'les averaged 10 %o
17 to the mile,"’ :

- "The local view was that im peace the road had to
be used with extreme care during the thaw over a period
of £rom 7 to 14 days according to the season, It could
not survive the heavy and erratic traffic of war., In
addition the road ‘suffered from all the disabilities due
to enemy air action which could have applied to the
railway had the enemy so wished, Over considerable
ssctors road and railway lay with:.n 30 yards of eaoh other,
or 1958Q0)9 o

"My oons:.dered ‘view in the light of exporience remains
that whioh I expressed to the D.Q.M.G. bofore I embarknd.
It is that the possibility of maintaining any foroce

- through the single port of ANDALSNES depended primarily -

.- - upon whether or not local air superiority could be estab-
lighed and maintained. To that view I would add that,
gince the necessary degroe of air superiority could scarco-
ly be expected to exist. throughcut the wholo length of
the line of commmiocation, and since that line was pocul-

- 1arly vulnerable to both air action and to scaswnal
changes, the ANDAISNES projeéct was not administratively
practicable. Opera.tionally, therefore, it was doomed
to failure," ,

‘Agnin, it would seem os thgﬁgh the Ab.a.se' at Aondalsnoes
would not havev bsen so defenceless, t;nd B8O eas:i.ly deet.royed,
during the cr:.tica.l days of the axpedition, if better pro-

'. ' parations hg.d been_ mode for proteot&ng it, Brigadioer Richa.rds,
. the senipr officor of the A/, farcos in Aandalanaes doalt with
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this in the following words.

"I camnot too strongly urge that before a forco of this
- plze is committed to,working from a givon base along a
spooificd L of C, o sonior A.A. Commander should bo dog-
- patchod to ascortain by personal reconnaissance: whether it
":is possible even with sufficient A.A. guns to establish an
. eofficient AsA. Lafence. In the c.:i c” AANDALSNAES no
- experienced A.A. officer would have recommended its adoption
as a bage." o

"The attecks on AANDALSNAES were oarried out by HEINKEL - ’ ﬁ
‘bémbers flying 200/240 m.p,he at heights varying from. e
8,000 to 16,000 feet.: Taking a height of. 10,000 feet as an
average in order to obtain an eight gun density (a very low
figure} it would have been necessary to £ind two four gun
or four two gun positions which‘could pick up any such
target at between 12,000 and 13,000 yards, Owing to the
ground and the existence of the fiord, such positions simply
did not. exigt." . o ' .

. "The situation in the L of C which ran mainly through
a. deep and narrow gorge was even worge. There was ho
. obligation on the German airman to show himself to the guns
~until he was just ready to do his "run up" which is too
late. The German pilots fully realiged this and made use
of the high ground behind AANDALSNAES to conceal their time
of approach from the A.A. ships, " S

- . -YAssuming thet in spite of an A.A. recommendation NOT
_to use this base, it had .been decided to operate from it,

- it beocams a vital necessity to got the strongest possible

- A.A. defence into action bofave any appreciable quantity of
troops and stores arrived, is would have meant.-

!a)}!'early arrival of".bhe,A.'A. Comnander,his staff and
. his moans of transport.® ’ S T

(b)early shipment of mobile guns and ammunition, both
“heavy -and light." S .

~ {o)) their being so disposed upon the ships that they
~.could within the very short hours of darkness
available be off loaded and got into action, "

.- "The latter point is important.. Not only do guns not in

- action and visible in the open risk being outed befare they o~
.ever fire, but unless ships can not only be off loaded but >
be got clear of the narrow waters before the bombers arrive

they sre certain to be-attacked and probably sunk,"

| 4'What‘a.c-bua.11y happened wos thig:i=

"A small defénce against low flying aireraft consisting of:’
' 4 Bofors, - . . .
6 ~ 2 pdr, MK II (Marines).,

: 8 - Oerlikon (Royal Navy),
was got into position early and had practically stopped
low flying attacks on the post before my arrival - But
such a .defence is useless unless combined with H.A.A. gungt
and the enemy merely flew out of range. The gun toams
were ‘subjected to hours of bombing to which they could
make no reply: and their moral suffered accordingly.ae."

"The exercise of any sort of effective commend was
rendered almost impogsible by the comwlete absence of
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'Btai’f transpowt maps Or coumunica'tiona of any sorte My

first intention wos to go forward after I had 'ssen the
base defences estoblished to find out how motters woro
going at the front: but this was impossibls. No cars
wore ovailablo and whore one could be collected it was
invariably required for sending some of the staff up to

_ s0e Genoral Paget on more important liaison duties. Even

the warnings of the arrival of fridndly aircraft had to
be token to-the gun positions on.foot oither by an officor
or a rumnor, often with very llttlo i 0 BPorcssess®

General Co.rton ds W:La:rt ho.d +tho smm .opinions upon

Namsos a3 General Paget had upon Aanda.lsnaes, and he wrote
thus about it: |

"NAMSOS it is es‘b:wated, ow:mg to the ln.m:rbed Kours
of darkness during which work could be carried out, could

have dlacharged 240 tons in 24 hours at most."

"The port had been perved by a railway leading via
GRONG to SNAASA. ond TRONDHJEM, In the ea.rly days troopa
and gtores were moved by this means but owing to enemy

~air aotion the use of the railwoy became impossible.
Little do.mage wos o.ctually done it by the sporadic-attacks

made , except the-station in NAMSOS itself which was
totally destroyed. The potentialities for damage in the
shaps of'vulnerable bridges were however vagt.!

"NAMSOS is served by two roads. The better one leads
nearly due South to STINKSAER but orosses the NAVSEN FICRD.
imrediately Bast of NAMSOS by a long and vulnerable bridge.
Pow facilities for the establishment of bass depots were .
possible along this road which, in eny cass, would have
been undesirable owing to the dangerous bottlo-neck provided
by the bridge.

"Bagt of NAIS(S there sppeared to bo suitable country
as far as GRONG. The road, however, was narrow and poor
end would have required grea.t initial and continued
labour to have kopt it open to the necessary traffice. At
the time the force was there the whole area was covored
in two feet of snow and any attompt to clear this for
either depots or Air Force land:l.ng g'rounds would have
brought ‘ingtant rotaliation , R

"The actual s'ba'bo of the foroo may be B’oo:tod briofly. "

Mocks. Hopej.éésly congestod and one quay partly
usable, Fit only for ono small ship at a
) tino. n '

"Supplios. Adoquate up to about May 7th but scattered over
the country in small dumps. Steps to bake .
broad and organisc the purchaso of local
rosourceg of milk and fresh vegotablos woro
under‘baken. "

"Potrol. 1000 gallbns approximatcly."

- "Prangport. 15 trucks brought with the 146 M.T. Brigads

and a number of Norwogian lorricss. There
was absolutely no moans of maintenanco. As
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- . - -no M'.T. drivers had aooompan:uad the Brlgade
AL unrel:l.a.ble Norwsgian drivers had to be employed..."

' "Thg ‘project for the Ia.nd:mg at MSOS appoars to have
violated nearly all the oonditions for the success of such E
an operat:.on which have been, thought ou't in S haff oxercises - -
rsinoe the last war. " , ' -
"No appraciation gu.v::.ng full we.Lght to ‘the. Admin- :
s :';1stra.tive problems was’ reduced. " , Lo

- "Tha Adnnnls‘bra't:we Staff which was _to implement the ; \"%
ple.n had no opportunity to study the problem beforetiand : t‘/
-~ gnd wag gravely handicapped by no arrangemer+<: be:.ng made T T
for a reconnaissance party in advance and for sound - X
edministrative arrengements to bto made from the start.r - T . -

"No prO'bectlon WS arra,nged for the base mstallat:n.on.“ ,

“The 1oad of sh:n.ps wa.s unsui'ted to the type of y o
cempaign and- the’ composition of sems of the units wrong,
©.2% only 3-ton lorries were gent and units were separated
.~ Prom their oquipment which was loaded in M.T. ships. The
. Staff.on shore must have ample’ warning and a detailed -

. "~ ‘knowledge of exactly what each ship arrives’ conta:ms and

-exactly how it ia loaded Only then cen praopsr: arrange- :

~ments for its tecept* on and the- d:l.sposal of 1ts contents - i
bG made-tdoo ) . S e ;

‘7 From these quo'bat::.ons it will be seen, that, even =~ - - o ;
'though 'bhe campaign in Norwa.y bad. bosn fough't by forces on the B L e
' ground with no a:Lr foroes mtsrven:mg to asslst or: hamper them,
Coan Br:.tish Army' tha'b wag ba.sed on Namsos and Aandalsnaes would:
hav'e operated at g;reat disadvantage aga:.nst a Goerman Army that
was baged -on 0slo; -For “the flcw -of Br:.tish ro:mforoomnts and
; ‘- jsupp].ies could never have reached the front in. ’che samm volums »
or-at the same rato 8 the German When the paor harbours,

the narrow I‘Oads and the inade qua.‘be railways, upon wh:.ch the

’ ' £ i
' - British Army depended were a‘t‘bo.cked nnd. rulnod by the Germnn ‘ A, t }
Luf't.wa.ffe dlsaster followed p8 a na:burﬁl consequenoe. V. e \/
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