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- PREFACE

, The present volume, the second end final one on the Itelian cempeign,
opens at the point when Rome had fallen to the Allies, and concludes the
account of air participation in Operation !'Diadem'. Then, after a full
evaluation of the air effort in the Spring offensive and of the interdictory
prepaerations for it, it shows how the slow~down in ground operations led to

en extension of the air offensive northwards, From the resumption of the
Allied sdvence, themultifaricus air operations in support of the thrust to A
Florence and the Arno, the battles of the rivers and the assault on the Gothic
Line are given in detail and integrated with ground movements, The episode
of the capture of Elba Islend by ground and air forces is related.

After an evaluation of the perenniszl importance to the enemy of the
River Po, an account is given of the first major air effort to neutralise it =
Operation 'Mallory Major! -~ , The reasons for its only partial success ere
traced in the ingenious enemy system of temporary crossings and ferries, The
growth of -enemy coastel traffic on the two sea flanks offset the air offensive
ageinst land communications: it is shown that nothing short of concentration
of eir effort or a major ground advence could solve this problem,

With the onset of the Winter of 1,9&-&/1 945 and the growth of a second
stalemate, air policy wes reorientated and the opportunity of retaining the
initiative in the Allied favour boldly seized in the form of the interdiction
of Italy from the Reich,

It is first shown how heterogeneous wes the composition of Mediterranean
Allied Air Forces and how much of a triumph was the moulding of its various
national elements into one compact striking force, Then, in & survey of
strategy in the period of the Octagon Conference, the interplay of the
campaigns in Italy and Northwest Europe is defined. A section on the Swiss
loophole in the interdictory net explains the role played by air stretegy
in a bloodless diplomatic Victory. ‘

It is then recorded how the isolation of Italy from the Reich by air
attacks developed from bold but inadequate beginnings to & full-scele campaign
of long duration, Although all the target zones are discussed, priority of
space has been accorded to the Brenner Pass Line, These operations may serve
for a long time to come as a model of the progressive attrition by air attack
of a vital railway system against the best efforts of efficient repair and
anti-aircraft systems., Enemy sources have been liberally dreawn on and the
importent contribution of epplied intelligence to operational planning has
been established,

Then follows the record of the final air effort to neutralise both the
coastal shipping carrying supplies to Army Group C and the herassing neval
units, and of the systematic reduction of the substitute fuel plants that kept
the German road transport in operation.

A feature of interest is the sccount of the unexpected enemy Serchie
Valley counter-offensive of December 1944 and the part played by the Air
Forces in reducing the threat, The conclusion is advanced that elthough it
added materially to Allied difficulties it bore no correlation with the
Ardennes counter=offensive then at its height,

An account is given of the strategic decisions at the Argonaut Conferences
affecting Italy, the redefinition of Allied objectives and the withdrawal
of air and ground forces, of ~friperdite—views—on—the-rote—ef—ile '

-

B - g - -

The final chapter covers the plans and operations leading to the victory
in Lombardy. Here, of necessity, the course of ground operations had to be
outlined, The closest possible co-~operation between ground end air forces
was achieved, Notwithstending, the actual measure of the Air Forces' '
contribution, the way in which it had created the most favoureble possible
situation before the offensive and its individual amd decisive role in support
and in the enemy debacle on the banks of the Po have been emphasised.

The Itelian theatre was, for the Air Forces, the great cauldron of
experiment, The long duration of the campaign provided the time for methods
to develop to logicel conclusions. .
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Operation 'Buckland' - Operation 'Buckland', Heavy
bomber operations on 9 April -~ U,S, and South

African medium bomber operations on D Day ~ Enemy
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9 to 12 April - The Allied position at the end of
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attacks,
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Formation of the Balkan Air Force.

M.A.A,F, despatched 14,628 aircraft on operat:l.ons connected
with the Italian offensive and dropped 8,674 short tons
of bombs, .

Inauguration of shuttle bomb:u.ng by U.S.A.A.F, between
Italy and Russia, :

Valmontone captured.

M,A.S.A.F, and M,A,T.A.F. flew 10,22} effective sorties on
campaign missions, M,4.T.A,F, claimed 1,698 enemy
vehicles destroyed,

Marshal Tito and Allied missions evacuated by air from
Jugoslavia,

Rome entered by Allies,

Allied fighter control re-organised.

Heavy bomber support of !'Diadem'! operatiomns,

- Continnous fighter bomber attacks on enemy transport.

Tactical support for both ermies,

Medium bomber interdictory operations.

D.A.F, assumed responsibility for support of both army
fronts, D Day Normandy landingse

PFortresses of U,S. XV Air Force first operated from
Russian bases,

General withdrawal of Luftwaffe H.Qs. and operational units,

Enemy night fighter reinforcements arrived.

Civitavecchia, and Tarquinia town end airfield occupied,

Period of changes in army air support controls,

D.A.F, ordered temporary cessation of 'strafing! missions
owing to high aircraft casualties..

79th Pighter Group transferred to Cors:n.ca in readiness for
Operation !'Dragoon!.

Russian air group staff arrived at Caserta and proceeded
to Bari to establish a base there. '

Pighters of XV air Force attacked oil refineries at
Ploesti, .

Pescara and Chieti ceptured.

French forces moved up to Orcie River defence line,

New orders issued to Luftwaffe: air bourdaries re-defined,

Cancellation of plan for-airborne landings on Elba Island,

Tarquinia airfield operational.

Cancellation of plan for heavy bomber attacks on Elba
beaches, ‘

Orvieto cantured.

Much less encmy transport in evidence, ,

C.C.8, order for completion of destruction of enemy in

- Italy,

Air force areas redefined,

New directive on strategic air targets.

Strategic fighter sweeps over S, France airfields,

Orbetello and Grosseto captured,

Heavy eir attacks on enemy communications.

Elba ports attecked by air and !Brassard! convoys sailed,

Operation 'Brassard'! - the landings on Elba - launched,
with air support.

Lir support for Elba ground advance, and attacks on
evacuation craft,

Capture of Elba completed,

Battle for the Tragimene Line.

Heavy enemy air attacks on Poltave airf:l.eld in U.S.S.R.

Air attack on Leghorn,
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14 July
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16 July

16 = 27 July

17 July
19 July

20 July
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25 July
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27 July

28 July
31 July

4 August
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9 = 25 August
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10 August
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15 Angust
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Alr participation in Operation !Diadem! officially ended,
M.A.T,AF!'s interdictory responsibilities extended to

Po River and the Genoa = Alessandria line,
Heavy bomber attacks on enemy installations in N, Italy.

- Chaff-dispensing elements first employed in anti-flak

measures by the 57th Bombardment Wing,

Germens standing on Trasimene line.

General Cannon estimated Air Force transfers of 70 per
cent to S, France, _

Evacuation of Chiusi by Hermann Goering Division,

- Pirst 'Dixie! close support operations by D.A.F.

AP H.Q. instructed by C.C.S. to proceed with Operation
'Anvil! - 'Dragoon!,

Siena captured by Fifth irmy.

Final shuttle bombing reid from U.S.S.R. to England via
Italy,

. S¢leC.ED advised of forthcoming transfer of air and

ground forces to S. France,

Siena ~ Arezzo road crossed. Allied advence halted,

Period of revivel of enemy night air operatn.ons in battle
arees,

End of X Corps advance,

Cecina captured.

Air attacks on Arezzo, resulting in reduction of enemy
shelling of Allied assault.

Issue of directive for Operation ’Mallory Major! ~ the
air attacks on the Po bridges.

Operation 'Mallory Major! - first phase,

Formation of first Air Crew Rescue Unit in Italy

Air support for the capture of Ancona,

Arezzo captured.

Operation 'Mallory Major! - second and closing phase of
the successful series of attacks,

River Arno reached E. of Pisa by Fifth Army,

Leghorn captured by Fifth Army, H.Q.M.A.T.A.F. moved to
Corsica in preparat:.on for assault on Southern France.
‘Reduced tactical air strength in Italy,

Attempted assassination of Hitler,

River Arno reached N. of Leghorn.

French army troops withdrewn from Italy.

Campaign in Normandy officially ended.

Campaign in Northern France begun,

Olga Line evacuated by Germans.

Hitler issued directive on defence works in Italy,

San Casciano ceptured by Allies,

-All Highway 69’ in Allied hands,

-‘Allies established contact with the Paula Defence Line,

Fliegerkorps II transferred from S, France to Bulgeria,
sm‘%—maw air attack on Allied convoys

Southern sector of Florence oécupied. by Allies.
End of the ground campaign in Central Itely,

‘Pighter support .for Polish advance to Fano,

Eighth Army operations to gain contact with Gothic Line,

Secret deployment of D.A,F. in preparation for Operation.

* 10live!,

No enemy day air reconnaissance plotted.

River Cesano crossed by Polish Corps.

Liberation of Florence, only snipers remaining. .

Landings in S. Frence - Operation 'Dragoon' (formerly
*Anvil') launched following intense air bombing and
attacks by eirborne forces and supported by land-and
carrier=borne aircraft,

(=)
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.17 August

19 August .
20 = 31 August
22 August

23 August

25 August

25 = 29 August
26 = 29 August

30 August

30 Aug, = 3 Sept.

31 August

1 September

1 = 12 September

2 September

3. September

L. - 12 September

7 September

9 September

10 =~ 18 Sept.
11 September
11 = 16 Sept.
11 - 12 Sept.
12 September
13 September

13 - 21 Sept,
14 September
15 September

16 September
17 September
17 = 19 Sept.
18 September

18 ~ 30 Sept.
19 September

19 - 28 Sept.

20 September
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Main D,A.F, night intruder effort over S, France and

W, Itely,
First instructions for Operation 'Olivet :|.ssued to D,ALF,
U.S. heavy bombers! last raid from Italy on Ploesti.
Increase in D,A.F, night intruder support for Eighth Army.

1,059 partisans evacuated by Balkan Air Force.

Poles crossed Metauro River,

Rumania declared wer on Germany.

Move of D,A,F. H,Q. to Chiaravalle from Siena.

Operation !'Olive! = ground/air operations. launched against
the Gothic Line. "

Eighth Army*s advence to River Foglia across River Metauro.

D.A.F.'s continuous support of army advance, Night air
attacks on Pesaro, '

River Foglia crossed.

Breaching of Gothic Line with air support.

Air attacks on rear communications.,

Air Operation !Crumpet! against Pesaro cancelled.

Move of D,A.F. HQ., to Senigallia.

Record army support effort to date by D.A.F,
Air preparations for Fifth Army attack on Gothic Line,
Pesaro occupied by Eighth Army and eastern end of
-Gothic Line breached.
Forward a2irfields unserviceable owing to violent rain,
First air/ground battles for Coriano and Gemmano ridges.
Italian liner Rex sunk by No,272 Squadron off Capodlstr:l.a.
Air offensive held up by rain,

M.A.T,A.F, medium bomber attacks S, of Bologna opened,

Air attacks on San Fortunato ridge.

Germans in occupation of main Gothic Line defences,
*Octagon' Conference at Quebec.

Air Operation !'Sesame! - medium bomber attacks N, and
N.E. of Plorence,

Brig, Gen. B.W. Chidlaw appointed to command of XII
Fighter Command.

Opening of Fifth Army attack on Gothic_Line, with bomber
support.

Second battle for Coriano and battle for Rimini,

End of campaign in Northern France.

Introduction of use of white phosphorus bombs by 57 Wing.

A,E.AF, disbanded; Air Staff S.H,A.E,F. formed,

Stratégic air forces European theatre reverted to control
of C.C.S.

Airborne landings at Nymegen and Arnhem,

C.C.S, directive (Octagon 29) on the Combined Bomber
Offensive,

Enemy line broken on Fifth Army front,

Air support for the assault on San Fortunato,

First operation by Rover !Frank! against guns on Canadian
Corps front.

Contimious air support for Fifth Army.

Plans issued for air. attacks on Savio River bridges and
for Operation 'Divorce! against Reno River bridges,

Enemy naval offensive.in Adriatic and Wellington unitst
counter-measures,.

Rover 'Joe' moved forward. :

Beginning of Eighth Army advance from R, Marecchia to

R. Senio,

XII Fighter Command set up in Italy for support of Fifth

Army,

(xxi)
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22 Sept. = 19 Oct.

25 September
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30 September

1 October
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10 October
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24 October
25 October
26 October

27 October
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31 October

1 November

5 November

4 November

h =13 Novem'ber
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Reduced air operations owing to deteriorating weather,

Rimini and Firenzuola captured.

Air attacks on the Savio River bridges

British airborne forces landed in Greece followed by
seaborne forces. :

Fifth Army breached central Gothic Line,

H.Q. M.A,T.A.F. returned to Italy.

Tactical air strength in Italy now stronger again,

Monte la Batteglia (10 m. from Imola) captured by
Fifth Army, :

Gothic Line turned and pierced.

Air Operation 'Divorce! sbandoned.

Photographic Reconnaisssnce Wing decentralised.

General McCreery Eighth Army Commender vice General Leese,
Strautegio air attacks on N, Italian railweys. -

Last minelaying operation in Danube by ReA.F. aircraft from
Italy.

Moscow Conference, o

Allied edvance up Serchio Valley postponed,

No.336 Wing to meet R.A.F.'s photographic requirements and
units of XV and XII A.F's their respective requirements.

Air Operation 'Pancake! against Bologna defences: 1,661
Short tons Of bombs dropped by M.AOSO-AOFO and McAoTQAQFO
in support of an unsuscessful¥ Fifth Army attempt to
break through to Bologna. . :

Athens liberated by British forces. _

Support by XXII T.A.C, for Fifth Army operations in
Faenza, Imola and Bologna areas. ‘

XV A.F. directed to sustain railway attacks on continuous ‘
basis, :

Eighth Army began advence from R, Savio to R. Lamone.

. Cesena captured,

Adv, H.Q. D.A.F. moved to Rimini,

Decision for A,A.I. to go over to offensive - defensive.

D.A.F. support for Eighth Army's advence to R. Ronco.
Commencement of air fly-in of troop reinforcements.

R,A.F. Regiment units under commend of Porterforce
(Eighth Army), :

Issue of air directive for Operation 'Bingo! -~ the attack
on the Brenner power stations, ' '

Allied offensive halted: beginning of ground stalemates

Postpenement to 30 November of Fifth Army assault on
Bologna.

~ Alr and ground operations brought to.a standstill by bad

weather, o :

No.2 Army Air Support Unit disbanded and No.1 Army Support
Signals Unit formed.- '

Period of the birth of Rover controls in tanks and armoured
cars and the 'Horsefly' system of Rovers in cub aircraft,

U.X. Pirst Tacticael Air Force formed to work with
Southern Group of Armies in Europe,

Directive to MeAeT.A.F. defining its principal targets as
enemy lines of communication, ‘

Alr support of ground operations drastically cut.
Isolation of Italy from the Reich henceforward the main
air objective, B S :

Official opening of the air Battle of the Brenner and
!Blockade! - the isolation of Itely from the Reich.

Air attacks on Forli town and airfield (part of Operation

*Seatent! .
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6 November

7 = 20 November
9 November

11 November

12 November
13 November
14 November

15 November

16 November
19 November

20 Nov. = 1 Dec.

21 = 24 November
22 November

23 November
24 - 26 November
27 November
28 November
30 November

1 December
2 December

2 = 9 December
2 = 3 December
3 = 7 December
4 = 23 December
7 December

8 December

8 = 9 December
9 December

9 = 16 December
10 December

10 December

10 - 18 December
12 December
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Operation !'Bingo!, followed by continuous air attacks to
the conclusion of hostilities on the whole N. Italian
railway system, .

Fifth Army, with strong support by D.A.F., advanced to
the Montone = Cosina line,

Forli ceptured by Eighth irmy. o
M.A.T.A.F, began concentration on frontier ra:.lway routese

First penetration into Austria by M.A.T.AsF, aircrews
from Italy,

XV A.F, relieved of Italian interdn.ctory responsibilities,
0il now the first strategic air priority.

First !'Timothy' air operations, in support of Eighth Army.

Serious Allied ammunition shortage situation,

Communications replaced war production as No.2 strategic
air priority,

First heavy bomber attacks from Italy on Austrlan Brenner
line terminals,

Gen, Eaker!s advocacy of closing Swiss routes by air asction.

Last mission from Corsica by 42nd Bombardment Wing
(transferred to E.T.0.)"

First use of SCR,584 by 47th Bombardment Group, ’

Air operation !'Harry! - ~ support of Eighth Army advance to
R. Lesmone,

Air support for the advance to Faenza,

D.AF, directed to increase fighter bomber effort on
communications,

Renewal of enemy night harassing bombing for a period of
5 weeks, .

Eighth Army crossed R. Cosina,

Eighth Army advance towards R, Lamone,

General Alexander promoted to Field Marshal, :

Enemy retook Monte Castellaro and Monte Belvederes

Ground conditions stat:.c and air support of Fifth Army
reduced,

R. Lemone reached by Eighth Army,

Eighth Army began advance across Canale Naviglio to

R. Senio, :

Air support of Canadian Corps.

Air support for attacks on Russi and Ravenna,

Air support of V and Polish Corps merred by bad weather.

Air support of XIIT Corps (Fifth Army) thrust towards Imola.

Beginning of expansion of Brenner flek defences.

Pideura captured,

Enemy decision to reinforce Tenth Army front,

Ravenns. captured.,

Air support of attack towards Faenza,

Record D.,A.F, dey effort to date. (613 sorties)

German counter-attack on Canadien front,

No enemy searchlight defences used after this date,

Air attack on Tossignano - XIII Corps sector,

Faenza captured.

PFirst 'Shoran'-guided air operat:.on-- by 57 medium
bomber Wing,

Eighth Army H.Q. received direct hit by enemy bomb,
Canadian advance to Naviglio Canal. _
Field Marshal Alexander eppointed Supreme Commander,
General Mark Clark appointed to commend of 15th Army Group
and Lieutenant Generall, K. Truscott to Fifth Army.
Fighter bomber demonstration near Bagnacavallo to conceal
manoeuvres of Allied tanks.

(xxili)
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14 = 17 December
16 December

16 = 31 December

19 ~ 31 December

21 December
22 December

23 =« 27 December
26 December
27 December
28 December

28 - A December
29 December

1945

1 Jamuary
3 January
4 Jamuary
5 Jamary.
8 Jamary
9 Janwary

11 Janua.ry
12 Januery

15 Jamary

23 January
25 Jene = 3 Mer,
26 Jemuary
29 Januery

31 Jenuary

1 Februery
4 = 10 February

1f Pebruary
14 February
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Second 'Shoran!=guided air operations.

Adverse situation on Cane.d.le.ns’ front restored with air
support,

Air support f‘or Eighth Army adva.nce to R. Senio,

Commencement of Ardennes enemy off'enslve.

Pergola captured., ,

Air support reduced omng to deteriorating weather and
snowfalls,

Air attacks on the R. Senio defences.

Eighth Army seizure of R, Senio east banks (except

Alfonsine pocket),

Bagnacavello ceptured by Eighth Army

8th Indian Division ordered to Lucca to meet enemy threat
in Serchio Valley,

Deepest German penetration in Ardennes offensive,

Air attacks on enemy airfields in N, Italy,

Serchio Velley counter-offensive. first enemy successes,

Allied fighter bomber attacks on enemy in Serchio Valley,

Enemy progress in Serch:.o Valley, -Allied light bombers
Jjoined in air support,

Enemy setback in Serchio. Valley ;

Continuous air support for Indiens in Serchio Valley,

Plan ordered for withdrawal of air force units from the
Arno Valley, (N,B, this plan was never put into action).

General von Pohl!s call f'or air reinforcements and

. strengthening of Brenner flek defences.

Cd
!

Restatement of. a.:.r force. policy.

Enemy tanker Prometheus sunk by Squedrons Neos, 272 and 458
Eighth Army attack on Senn.o pocket., .
First Allied air attacks on the Comacchio Spit ares,
continued through Janu:
Supreme Commnander announced avandonment of winter
offensive,
Air directive issued order:.ng intensified interdiction
and suspension of army support as a major responsibility,
Warsaw occupied by Russians, y
319th Bombardment Group and 51 -’4-131’1 Air Service Group

. trensferred from Italy to U.,S.4, .
Eighth Army reached a.pproaches to R. Senio east bank,

Germen 356th Division begen to move from Italy to Russia,
Under continuous air att;ck ‘it took 3 weeks on the
journey,

| D,A.F, reduced its close support ef‘fort to attacks on

heavy guns,

" DeA F, support for E:Lghth Army operations in Senio area,

End of battle of Ardennes bulge, -

'Argonaut! Conferences opened at Malta (te:cm:.ne.ted 8t
Yalta 11 February). i

D.A,F. asked for proposals for new methods of interdicting
R, Po. .

Eighth Army!'s first attempt to occupy R. Senio f‘loodbanlc.

German 16th S.S. Pz, Gren, Division began leaving Italy
and took 3 weeks under air attacks on the Journey.

‘Decisions at Yalta Conference to seek a decision in Germany

end transfer air and’ ground forces from Italy.

End of ’Argonaut! Conference at Yalta.

Period of transfer of 27th and 86th Fighter Bomber Groups
and 319th Air Service: G up, and Canadian Corps
(Operation 'Goldflake') to France.
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15 February
19 February
28 February

1 March
1 = 31 March

2 March

3 March

3 = 23 March
6 March

7 March

8 March

10 March

11 March

16 March

18 March

24 March
22 March
23 March
24 March

2, = 29 March

27 March

1 April
1 April
1 = 8 April
2 April
L April

5 April
5 = 8 April

5«10 April

6 - 7 April
7 April

8 April
9 April
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' Opening of heavy bomber attacks on enemy=held Adrn.at:l.c
ports.

Fifth Army attacked in Monte Belvedere s8ector, securing
firm ground for Spring offensive,

Turning point in the Bremner battle first discerned.

Alpine Front Command created, '

Steep increase in Allied day and night eir effort on
interdiction of Italy.

First operation by Rover 'David! control in Sherman ta,nks.

Opening of German peace overtures in Italy.

Mining of Venice and Pola by aircrafi.

Period of increased enemy fighter activity.

- Increase of Thunderbolt attacks on Austrian railway
traffic affecting Italy begun,

U.S, forces crossed R, Rhine,

Swiss-Allied agreement on blockage of coel, iron and
steel traffic and rednctlon of all Axis railway transport
through Switzerland,

Kesselring appointed C.-in-C, West.

Pirst successful medium bomber strike from Italy on br:l.dges
in Germany affecting supplies to Italy.

-Lir Marshal Sir Guy Garrod appointed Deputy Air c.-m-c.

M.A.AF, end C.~in-C, R,A.F, Med, M,E, vice Air Ma.rsha.l
Sir John Slessor,

Wellington attack on Monfalcone, ,

Successful part:.c:.pat:.on by R.A.F. radar station on ,
Cap Corse in disabling of German destroyer 'Premuda’,

Operation 'Bovler', the air attack on Venice docks,

Jugoslav offensive launched with support by B.A.F.

Von Vietinghoff appointed C.-in-C. S.W, vice Kesselring,

{Final plans for Operation !'Grapeshot!, the 15th Army

Group - M,A.A.F,

Spring offensive ‘defined.

_Lower Rhine crossed by Allies, '

‘Major General Je» K.Cannon appomted C.G. M.A.A.F, vice
General Ira Esker,

Opening of air offensive on enemy substitute fuel installam
tions,

Objections to retaliatory Alpine Front Command operations
withdrawn, :

First enemy jet=propelled a:n.rcraft reported in Italy by :
day reconnaissance, '

Encirclement of Ruhr completed.

Maximum air effort on substitute fuel.

Night air attacks on Brenner Line,

Submerine ‘sunk by Wellingtons in Adriatic,

Operation 'Roast! launched: air attacks on Spit defences.

Operation !Fry! launched after preliminary eir attacks on
the Islands,

Air/Army plen for Operation !'Buckland! issued.

Operation !'Lever!, the attack on thé Wedge, launched.

Fifth Army diversion in Massa area,

Air attacks on Lea Spezia guns,

Operation 'Leonidas Eins!, the Germen false front
menoeuvre on Eighth Arm(y fronte : .

M,A.T.A P, issued instructions for Air Operation Wowser! ,

Revival of day air attacks on Brenner line.

D Day Operation 'Buckland'! on Eighth Army front: day and
night attacks on Senio defences, i

Vienna occupied by Russians.

(xxv)
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9 -~ 12 April
9 - 14 April

10 April

10 - 20 April
10 - 12 April
11 = 12 April
11 - 20 April
12 April
13 April

13 = 14 April
14 April

A4 - 18 April -
14 - 20 April
15 April

15 April

15 = 16 April
15 = 19 April
15 = 20 April
15 April

16 - 23 April
16 = 17 April
17 April

17.~ 18 April

17 = 26 April
18 April

18/19 ~ 20 April
19 April

20 April

20/21 April

20 - 26 April

8 - 21 April’

g1, = 24 April

21 - 27 April
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~Air support of the advance beyond R." Santerno,

Eighth Army battle of the breaching of the R, Senio and
Senterno lines, | : .

Air attacks on R, Senterno . defences, o

Eighth Army across R, Sen:.o and advencing to R. Santernd,

Massa captured by Fif'th .Army

Alpine Front Command offensive operations,

~ Heavy bomber iuterdn.ctory operations,

Night attacks by No.205 Group on Bastia and Argente..
Air attacks on R. Po a.pproaches end crossings.

- Opening of eir attacks on enemy ammunition,
Operation !'Earlsdon' in Argenta. area cancelled,

Air support for waterborne landing in Argenta areay

Strategic Air Forces in ope's mein mission defined as
direct assistance to the ground campe.i.gn in Northern
Europe.

Night air attacks on Portomaggiore. :

Opening. of Fifth Army offens:.ve with air support by all

categories,
Pailure of Allied waterborne 1anding in Argenta area,
Air support for the attaok on the Argenta Gap.
Fifth Army battle of the Iadvance to the Po Valley,
Opening of battle for the Argenta Gap.
Record day effort by XV AJ.F. in support of Fifth Army.,
Close support for N.Z. Div:.s:.on.
Fifth Army's drive up Highway 65 and W, of 64, -

. Bighth Army battle of the Argenta Gap.

Bed westher neutralised heavy bomber support of Fifth A.mw.

Fz.rst)'Sheran' ~guided ope%cat:l.on by D.AF, (No.3 Marauder
Wing

General Spaatz ordered he vy bomber support of the Army

A:Lr support of E:Lghth Arm;r a.ttack on the Fossa Mer:!.ne..

Enemy night air operatio ,

Eighth Army crossed the Fossa Mar:l.na.. o

'Pointblank' air operatloqs finished.

Fifth Army breskthrough . Highway 64 sector,

Contimued heavy bomber attacks on Bologna defences,

Air support for Br, XIII Corps,

Medium bombers contimued the Battle of the Brenmner,

German lines round Bologna breaking,

Air Operation 'Divorce! against the Reno bridges,

N.Z, Division reached R, Idice with air support,

Germans began retreating to the R, Po.

End of the battle of the Argenta Gap.

Enemy retreat across R. Po reported by night air
reconnaissance, .

Airborne Operation 'Herr:mg'

Air Operation !Corncob! against Adige and Brenta bridges.

MeAySohoPs end M.A,T.A.F, heavy end medium bombers dropped
7,338 short tons of bombs on Eighth Army front: D,A.F.
light bombers, fighters and fighter bombers flew 6,64k
sorties in tectical army support.

During the same period heavy and medium bombers dropped
4,965 tons on Fifth Army front end XXII T.,A,C, flew
2,603 sorties. in light bomber, fighter and fighter
 bomber attacks,

Major and decisive air attacks on the Po ferries and

: crose:.ngs, end ground defeat of the enemy south of.

-the Po,

B Major destruction of enemy transport by air forces in

the pursuit,
(i)
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1945
22 April

23 April

24 April

. AR

2l - 28 April
25 April

26 April

27 April
27 - 30 April

28 April

29 April

30 April

30 and 1 May
1 May

2 May

7 May

8 May
June

6 July

15 July

31 July

1 August
16 iugust
19 October
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Midnight Rover' inaugurated.
Fifth and Eighth Armies met at Bondeno, Cento and Finale,
Ferrara captured.

‘Russian armies in Berlin,

Theatre directive on role of Strategic Air Force issued.

First Pifth Army units reached R, Po,

German mass surrenders in Italy began.,

Air attecks on German bridgehead near Ferrara,

Eighth Army crossed R. Po,

First signs of weakening in enemy repair effort reported,

Only very little movement on the Brenner route.

La Spezia and Parma ceptured,
D.AeF. close support for advence from R. Po to R. Adige.

Last air attacks on the Brenner ra:z.lway route,

General insurrection of partisans in enemy-held Italy,

Allied and Russian armies met at Torgau,

Opening of the pursuit phase of the Italian offensive.

New Zealanders reached R, Ad:Lge.

Verona captured,

German armies cut in two,

Genoa and Piacenza captured.

Reduced air operations owing to the fluid ground situation
and bad weather,

Vicenze and Alessandria captured,

Mussolini captured and shot by partisans,

South Africans (Fifth Army) end Eighth Army met in Padua,

Venice and Ghedi town and airfield ceptured,

Surrender of Army Liguria,

Air attecks on enemy transport in Conegliano area,

Enemy signed instrument of surrender, involving nearly
1,000,000 men,

Turin captured.

Surrender of enemy foractions continued.

Lest C.A.F. operations against enemy surface craft,

Eighth Army and Jugoslav forces met at Monfalcone.

Death of Hitler reported.

Cessation of hostilities in Italy.

Surrender of Germany.

ViE. Day.

MeAeS.A.F, disbanded,
M.A,T.A,F, disbanded.

B.AF, disbanded,

M,A.AF, beceme R,AF, Mediterranean and diddle East and
UeBoheitoFe Mediterranean Theatre of Operations.

Air Marshel Sir Guy Garrod appointed A,0,C,=in~C, Med, M,E.

i M.AQCQA.F. became M.GQA.F.

Vede Daye :
LI..“...C.A.F. became Air H‘Qo, RIA.F. Imly&-
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A Porce

A.H, Y, or A.Y.H,

A.nvil

Argonaut

Benito Pylon

Bingo

Bowler
Brassard
Bridgeton

Bucklend

Cinder

Coastwatcher

Coke
Corncob

Crocodile
Croasword
Crumpet

Diadem
Divorce
Dixie

Dragoon
Earlsdon

Egon

Excélibu;-

Fantail
Flipper
Prentic

Freedom

Fréza
Pry

(6573)28
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CODE NAMES
Clandestine Allied rescue

organisation,
A sound-radar bombing device.

First code name for the assault

on Southern Frence,
Allied conferences in Malta
a:r_xd Crimea,

German long-range radio
aircraft detection system,

Air operation to destroy
Bremnner electrical system
from Trento southwerds,

 Air atteck on Venice docks,

Assault on Elba Island.’
Follow-on operations after
Buckland,

Armyfront - assault phase

An arm of Elgh'bh Army thrust
at Argenta

German a:.rcraft range and
azimuth detection system,.

An arm of Eighth Army thrust
at Argenta.

Air attacks on Adige and
Brenta bridges,

Large flame-throwing tank.,

Negotiations for enemy
surrendsr,

Medium bomber reduct:.on of
Pesaro defences,

Allied Spring offensive 194)..

Air attacks on R. Reno bridges,

Last light air support opera-
tion based on tact:l.cal eir
reconnaissance, . v

Final code name for the
assault on Southern Frances

# rirborne operations in support

of assault phase of Eighth -
Army offensive, . .
German sysfem of rader control
in night operational aircraft,
Eighth Army attack on Russi,
Ravenna, Faenza,

Landing vehicle, tracked,

Fifth Army edvance to R, Po,

Shuffle bombing operations

$o and from U,.S.S.R.

Air evacuation of Allied
aircrews from Bulgaria,

Allied Porces Headquarters,

German early aircraf’t warning
equipment,

Eighth Army attack on the
Comacchio Lake Islands,

=]
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29'Jen, = 11 Feb. 1945

6 November 194l

21 March T+ 1945
17 = 19 June 194

- April 1945
Air/ground offensive on Eighth-

9 April 1945

April 1945

20 ~ 26 April 1945

11 May « 22 June 1944
Sept., 1944 and April 1945

15 August 1944

April 1945

December 1944

April 1945

September 194

4 April 1945



Gee H
Giant Wurzburg

Goldflake

Grapeshot
Hasty
Nerbstnebel
Herring

Horsefly

Impact
Impact Blue and

Impact Harrow
Impact Eton

Impact Plain

Impact Royal

Impact Slem
Jessica
Kangaroo

Lazzarone Air
Force

Leonidasg Eing

Lever

Mallory
Mallory Major
Merlin

Oboe

Octagon

Olive
Overlord

Pancake
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Br:l.t:l.sh blind bombing device,

German aircraft detection
equipment.,

Outward move of ground forces
from Mediterranean to Western
Front.

15th Army Group offensive,

Air support of Eighth Army
advance to R. Lamone,

Airborne operation in Avezzeno
area,

%, Germen plan for genera.l

withdrawval in N, Italy,
Airborne drop of Italien

Feb, - April 1945
April - May ‘1 945
20 NOV. - 1 Dec‘ 192'1'-
1 June 1944
Autumn 1944

volunteers behind enemy lines, April 1945

Air support control unit in
. cub aircraft (XXII T.A.C. )

Series of operations in Eighth
Army thrust at Argenta.

Cover plan operations on Spit
and Comacchio Lagoon.

Cover plan naval and air
operations directed against
Porto Garibeldi,

Landing across Comacchio
Lagoon and drive towards
Argenta,

Follow-on to *'Plain! towards
Argenta,

Follow-on to 'Plain' towards
Portomaggiore,

Alpine Front Command opera-
tions plan,

Turretless tank modified to
carry infantry,

A Mitchell aircraft engeged in
supply of' distressed Allied
air personnel in enemy
territory.

Germen false-front menoeuvre
on Eighth Army front,

Eighth Army attack on
Commacchio Wedge

# Barly air plan to destroy Po (6)

and Trebbia (1) bridges.
Destruction of Po bridges from
Piacenza to Adriatic,
Air/ground operation to
- capture Faenza,

British blind bombing device.
Quebec Conference,

Air/ground assault on the
Gothic Line,

Allied entry into N.W, Europe.

‘ Allied air attacks on Bologna
defences,
(20dx)
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April 1945
April 1945

April 1945

April 1945
April 1945

April 1945

April 1945

6/7 April 1945

5 - 8 April 1945

12 = 27 July 1944
Novs 191}1{,

11 = 16 Sept. 1944

Aug. =~ Sept. 1944

6 June 1944

12 October 1944

\



Pig

Pineapple

Pineapple Sundae

Plaster
Pointblank

Quadrant

Rebecca H -
Reunion

Roast

Rover Dé.vid
Rover Frank
Rover Jimmie
Rover Joe
Rover Midnight
Rover Paddy
Rover Pete
Rover Tank

Rover Tom
Sesame

Sextant
Shoran

Sinister

Squireen
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Fighter bomber operat:.on
similer to *Timothy* but
without bombs,

Operation in which
.reconnaissance aircraf't
reported transport targets,

Last light operations
resembling ‘Pn.neapple’ in

vhich armed reconnaissence
missions were already

- airborne,

Plen for air attacks on Jen. 1944
Bologne defences, - '

The progressive dislocation of
the German military, .
industrial and economic
system, the disruption of
vital elements of lines of
comminication and the
material reduction of the
German air combat strength
by the successful prosecution
of the Combined Bomber
Offensive from all beses,

Quebec Conference, August 1943

British bombing device,
Air evecuation of Allied

aircrews from Rumania, September 194
Eighth Army attack on the . :
Comacchio Spit, : - 2/3 April 1945

The original D,A.F. air support
control with Eighth Army,

Air support control
co-operating with artillery.

Alternative name for 'Paddy?
used September 1944,

Air support control Fifth and

- Eighth Army Fronts,

Night photo recce liaising:
with controls,

Air support control Eighth

Army front,
Air support control Fifth

Army front,

Air support control mounted
in a Sherman tank,

Air support control with
Polish Corps,

Medium bomber operations in
-support of Fifth Army assault Co
on Gothic Line, 11 = 12 Sept. 1944

Cairo Conference, ; 3 = 5 December 1943

Short Renge Air Navigation -
U.S. device for bombing
through overcast,

# plan for a:l.r supply of Elghth

Army,
Fifth Army advance across

. R. Po and capture of Verona. April 1945

(xcxd)
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CODE NAMES
Speedball Rover station with fast
‘ contact cers on Fifth Army
front, .
Strangle Air interdiction of enemy

comnmunications in Italy. -

Timothy Concentrated fighter bomber
'blitz' providing meximum
close support and elasticity

. ) of manoeuvre,

Toby Air attacks on pre-arranged

divisional thrust targets.

Wasp Small flame~throwing tank,

We.ssermann German long range aircraft
detection system.,

Wowser Maximum air effort in

oo-ordination with initial
stages of 15th Army Group
offensive,

¥.  Operations cancelled.

o (xxxig)
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19 March ~ 11 May 1944

April 1945



A.A,
A.AF.
A.A. I'
A-.A-.S.C.
Abt,

A E.AF,
A.F.H.Q.
A.F.S.C.

A. G" .A'

A.H.B.
A.L.O.
AOO.C.
A.O.P.
A.5,C.
AR
A./g s.U.
A.S.v.
A-20
A~36

B~17
B2l
B-25
B-26
B~34

Ca,
C.C.S.
C.Ge
CeI.GaSe
C.MQFQ
C.O.S.
COSMED
CQPQ
C.R.

C'S.D.I.C.

D.ALF.
Do.
D.2Z,

E~boat
E.T.O.

F.A'F.
F.A.G.

FAN
F,C.P.
F.M.G.
F = 5A
F.W.

G.C.I.
G.0,.C,
G‘.S.

He.
H.F.
Hr(s
HZé(J){)
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ABBREVIATTIONS

Anti~aircraft

Army Air Forces (U.S.)

Allied Armies in Italy

Army Air Support Control :

Abteilung - German administrative unit

Allied Expeditionary Air Force

Allied Force Headquarters

Air Force Service Command

Army Group Royal Artillery - Normally a unit operating a
collection of medium guns for counter battery work,

Air Historical Branch = Air Ministry

Air Liasison Officer (Army personnel)

Air Officer Commanding

Air Observation Post (art:.llery—spotting aircraft)

Air Support Command

Air/Sea Rescue

Army Support Signals Unit

Air to surface vessel

Boston aircraft (U.S.)

Mustang *Invader! aircraft (U,.S,)

Boeing Fortress aircraft (U.S.)
Liberator aircraft (U.S.)
Mitchell aircraft (U.S.
Marauder aircraft éU.S.g
Ventura aircraft (U.S.)

Cent aircraft (Italian)

Combined Chiefs of Staff

Cormanding General (U.S.)

Chief of the Imperial General Staff (Br,)

Central Mediterranean Force

Chief of Staff (Br.)

Amnotation for signals from Chiefs of Staff to SAGMED
Commend post

Fiat aircraft (Italien)

Combined Services Detailed Interrogation Centre

Desert Air Force
Dornier
Dropping zone

Enemy motor torpedo boat
European theatre of operations

French Air Force
Fern Aufklarungs Geschwader - long range reconnaissance

wing (German)
Annotation for signals from C.C.S.
Forward control post
Funk Messe Gerat - gun-laying device (German)
Mosquito aircraft (Br.)
Focke-Wulf aircraft type (German)

Ground Control Interception
General Officer Commanding
General Staff

Heinkel - aircraft type (German)
H:Lgh frequency

Hour(s)
Radar navigational aid (Allied)

(zxxiif)
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I.A.F.
Int/Ops
I.8.T.D.

J.C.S.
JeGo
Ju,

I:"L-'I:"I.-’!:"t"t"!.".l."
Qaooaacaa0
amwngmw?
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.Italian Air PForce

Intelligence/Operations
Inter-Service Topographical Department

Joint Chiefs of Staff
Jogd (Pighter) Geschwader - German Air Force unit
Junkers - type of eircraft (German)

Kommendo - German Command H, Q. ‘

Kempf (Bomber) Geschwader - Germsn Air Force unit

Kriegs Transport (War Transport) = German type of merchant
vessel, :

Landing Craft Assault
Landing Craft Flak
Lending Craft Gun
Landing Craf't Infentry
Landing Craft Mechanised
Landing Craft Navigation
Landing Craft Rocket
Landing Craft Support
Landing Craft Tank

L.S.T. La.ndlng Shlp Tank

L.VlT. Landing Vehicle Tracked (Pentail or Buffalo)

M.AJALFo Mediterraneen Allied Air Forces

M,AJCoAWF, Mediterranean Allied Coastal Air Force

M.A.S.A,F, = Mediterranean Allied Strategic Air Force

M.A.T.A.F.  Mediterranesn Allied Tacticael Air Force

Mec " Mecchi - aircraft type (Italian) (MC is used in Vol, I)

Me "Messerschmidt - aircraft type (Germen)

M.E. Middle East

MEDCOS Annotation for signals from SA!MED to C. C oSe

MedME Mediterrancan and Middle East (R.A.F. command area)

M.0.X. Marine Ober Kommendo = Naval High Commend (Germa.n)

M.0.R.U, Mobile Operat:.ons Room Unit

M.T.0. Mediterrancan theatre of operatlon.s

(M) (Night) - term applied to air operations

NAF Annotation for signals from i,F.H.Q.

N,A.G. Neh Aufklarungs (Close Reconnaissance) Geschwader - German
Air Force Unit,

N.I.D, Naval Intelligence Division

N.J.G» Nacht Jagd (Night Fighter) Geschwader - German Air Force Unit

N.0.I.C. Naval Officer-in-Charge .

0.B.S. C-in-C, South (German)

'0.B.SW C~in-C, Southwest (German)

0.kK.L, Supreme Command “of the German Air Force

0.K. W, Supreme Command of the German Armed Forces

Opsum Operations summary

O.R, Operational research -

0.R.B. Operations Record Book (Form 540) (Br.)

0.5.8. Office of Strategic Services (U.S.)

0.T. Organization Todt (German labour force)



P. I.U.
P.R.U.
P,R.W,
P. 0. Fl.
P~38
P-39
P=40

P

P=5
P=61

Q.M.G.

R.ALAF.
R~boat
R.C IAIF.
R.C.T.
Re
R.H.AQFO
R'NQ
R.P.

R/T

S.A.AF.
SOA.COWD.
s .A.S.o.
S~boat
S.C.R.
S.C.0.R.U.
S.H.AE.F.
S.X,.G.

S.M,
SQNOOQ

T.A.C.
Tac/R

T.A.F.
T.C.C.

U.S.N.
UQS.S.

V.H.F..

W.I.S.
W.P.
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Photographic Interpretation Unit ™
Photographic Reconnaissance Unit

Photographic Reconnaissance Wing

Prisoner~of=-war

Lightning - type of U,S. aircraft

Airacobra - type of U,S. aircraft '

Warhawk - type of U,S. aircraft (or.Kittyhawk, Br.)

" Thunderbolt -~ type of U,S. aircraft

Mustang - type of U,S. aircraft
Black Widow - type of U.S, aircraft (night)

uartermaster General
v ~

Royal Australian Air Force

Enemy minesweeper

Royal Canadian Air Force
Regimental Combat Team (U.S.)
Reggieni ~ type of Italian aircraft
Royal Hellenic Air Force

Royal Navy

Rocket projectile

Radio telephony

South African Air Force

Supreme Allied Commender Mediterranean

Senior Air Staff Officer i

Germen M,T,B,

Signals Corps Radio

Statistical Control and Operational Records Unit
Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force
Schlacht Kempf (Ground assault) Geschwader = Germen
Air Porce Unit,

Savoia Macchi -~ Italian type of a:.rcraft

-Senior Naval Officer

Tactical Air Command
Tactical reconnaissance
Tactical Air Force
Troop Carrier Commend

United States Navy
United States Ship

Very High Frequency (Radio telephony)

Weekly Intelligence Summary
White phosphorus
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CHAFTER 1

AIR OPERATIONS IN THE ADVANCE TO FLORENCE

MOVES_OF THE OPPOSING ATR FORCES AFTER THE FALL OF ROME

Al1ied Tactical Airfields at the Isunching of Diademt!)

On 12 May, all units of Mediterranean Tactical Air
Force covering the front line were located on excellent
airfields in Ttaly. The tactical airfield situation had

been relatively stable for some months past. From this
date onwards until mid-July, American aviation engineers
and British airfield construction units undertook an
arduous programme of movement and reconstruction; the

. tactical forces moved forward progressively on to.the new,

more advantageous sites, so as to aid in the advence and
keep within working range of the retreating enemy and his
commnications. . :

At the opening of Operation.'Diadem,! XIT Tactical Air
Command was based on fields at Vesuvius, Pomigliano '
Capodichino, Santa Maria, Marcianise, Lago, Castel Volturno,
Pignutaro, Venafroand Nettuno. The Desert Air Force was
based on San Angelo, Madna, Canne, Trigno, Cutello, Biferno
and Sinello. Tre CanoellJ’(é La Banca on Anzio beachhead and
San Vito on the east coast ) were under construction at the
time. -

Estimates of Airfield Requirements

To meet the situation created by the progress of the
battle it was estimated that the following airfields were
required: twenty-one airfields for XII Etaftical Air
Command, comprising five south of Rome, (3) five north of
Rome, two in the Tarquinia area, two in the Grosseto area,
two in the Piombino area, and five in the Pisa area: and
for Desert Air Force, three in the Aquino - Frosinone area,
five in the Rome area, and, alcng the east coast area, as
many as the hilly terrain would permit. All airfields for
XIT Tactical Air Command were to be 6,000 feet: most '
airfields for Desert Air Force were to be 3,600 feet
minimum with one 6,000 feet airfield for night fighters and
medium bombers. The survey assumed a German retreat to
behind the Pisa -~ Rimini line.

This ambitious programme was to tax to the limit the
resources of the air forces. The engineer troops available
comprised cne Engineer Aviation Battalion (U.S.) (%) and cne
Airfield Construction Group (British)(5) in the XII Tactical
Air Command area, and in Deseid: Air Force area two Airfield
Construction Groups (British)(6)- the first on the east

. coast, the other in the central area. Few people had

anticipated the rapidity of the Allied advance; more
engineers had to be at once imported.

A H.B. /I1J11/4, Vol.7, App. D.D.
Refer to Appendix 1 ahd Figure 1.
Including Anzio.

No. 815,

( g No. 3.

( Nos. 69 and 15.
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Responsibility for Airfield Construction

The responsibility for all forward tactical airfield conw
struction for Mediterranean Allied Tactical Air Force was vested
in the Chief Engineer, Allied Armies in Italye In the Desert
Air Force area, the Chief Engineer of No., 69 Airfield
Construction Group operated under direction of Eighth Army.
Initially, no ocentral responsibility was established for XII
Tactical Air Commend and delays occurred until the responsibility
within this area was vested in the Commending Officer of
Engineer Commend, Allied Air Forces Mediterranean Theatre of

- Operations, Responsibility for maintenance of airfields rested

with H.Qs Air Force Service Command,

Progress of Airfield Construction up to 12 July(1)

In spite of transportation end other difficulties, the
engineers rapidly caught up with the front and, in addition to
maintaining fields already in use, constructed new ones,
Reconnaissance survey parties were active ahead of the main body
and in some cases ahead of the infantry (one party was teken
prisoner and held by Allied troops). These parties prepared
the ground until the front line position allowed the main
parties to move in,

As he retreated, the enemy did everything possible to.
render his evacuated airfields useless to the Allies, laying
mines, ploughing and cratering the fields and destroying
buildings. His demolitions were usually found to exceed that
accomplished by our bombing. As a result, with few exceptions,
particularly in XII Tactical Air Commend areas, (2)the enemy
airfields were unsuitable for improvement or rehabilitation.

In Desert Air Force areas a few enemy airfields were, however,
rehabilitated,s The considerable achievements in airfield con-
struction and the remarkeble advance of the Air Forces during
'Diadem’' can be checked in Figure 1 end Appendix 1,

‘Other Allied Airfield Activities in June

On 1 June, es a result of considerable planning, the Balkan
Air Force(9) was officially inaugurated, with headquarters at
Bari, Although it came under the operational control of«
MelAoAsFo, it was essentially, as a matter of policy, a British
projects As it needed a special area on which to base its
operations, the Brindisi area was assigned to it, with all
requisite special operational facilities, '

Vesuvius became the base for the training of the Italian

~ Air Force, due for re~armament with Airacobras and Baltimores.

Early moves in connection with the plan for the landing in

" Southern France called for the drafting of the air build~up for

CTorsica, the main base for air operations in Operation 'Anvil".

In North Africa and Sicily economies were put into force, so

that the needs of the fluid situation in Italy could be met,

Various airfields in North Africa were derequisitioned; ,in

Sicily plens were drafted to close all aviation wnits (&) and to move

A
\

1 A.H.B'/IU11/1 » VOl.7 Appo D¢ D,
Where 5,000 to 6,000 feet runways were required.
Abbreviation BeA.Fe - : '

(&) Except Catania,
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' troop carrier and transport activities to the Rome area.

When the Ancona area was secure, Strategic Air Force
fighter units were to move in from the Heel, leaving the
latter vacant for the use of Balkan Air Force and Italian
Air Force units.

Fighter Control after the Fall of Rome (1)

The problem of fighter control at this period was
related to the general lines of the land battle. Before
the capture of Rome, .the Fifth and Eighth Armies advanced
on a narrow front, tending to converge without actually
overlapp:mg, While V Corps waited on the east coast for
signs of an enemy withdrawal. After the capture of Rome,
Fifth Army advaiced north-westwards on the axis Rome =
Viterbo - Siens,-and Eighth Army north-eastwards on the
axis Rome - Terni = Foligno - Perugia. V Corps advanced

. along the east coast, with the ultimate intention of

rejoining Eighth Army. On 5 June, the two armies were
very close together and some time elapsed before the
divergence was appreciable enough to simplify air control.
Fighter control worked on the following lines. Before

L June, control in the West was exercised by 64th Fighter
Wing and on the east coast by No. 1 Mobile Operations Room
Unit. After 4 June, as the operational areas of the two
armies became gradually more distinct, separate fighter
control was exercised in three sectors. In the West by
64th Fighter Wing along the Fifth Army axis of advance,
in the Centre by No. 1 Mobile Operations Room Unit along
the axis of the Eighth army advance, and in the East by a
Fighter Control Detachment of M O.R. U. advancing behind

¥ Corps, with Forward Fighter Controls deployed in each
Sector.

On 5 June, the airfields of' XII Tactical Air Command
and Desert Air Force were very close together. The
routeing of aircraft of each force entailed flying, in
meny cases, within the operational area of the other;
only by the closest liaison between controllers was 1t .
possible to avoid confusion and mis-identification.

Although front line enemy close support was withdrawn
during the retreat, a smell but up~to-date night fighter
force was operating; it was therefore of importance that
night fighters in particular should be handed to the
Operations Room and thence to the G.C.I. station best
Placed to deal with them. Radar coverage along the two
axes of advance was closely co-ordinated. The bulk of it
was deployed by 64th Fighter Wing, for in addition to their
army commitments they were responsible for coast watching
and port defence. Desert Air Force, whose radar coverage
in its mountainous zone was more difficult, was issued
with extra equipment. The two fronts un:.fied their

‘coverage by telling over information to one another and

improving their commnications.

Reversion of Tactical Commend(2)

Towards the end of May, Tactical Air Force had
foreseen that a point in the fight:x_hg would arise when

§1) B.Q, MAT.AF, O.RB. App. B/SASO.
2) HQ, MAT.AF, O.RB. App. F/SASO, May and
June 19“#0
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the temporary expedient of unif'ied control of air operations would
be no longer practiceble or desirable. This pointappeared when
Eighth irmy turned northwards across Highway 6. On 6 June, the
Air Officer Commanding Desert Air Force assumed responsibility
for air operations on the front of Eighth Army and V Corps,
leaving the Commanding General XII Tactical Air Command with
.responsibility for air operations on the front of Fifth Army
only; the area division was the interwaramy boundary, but this
did not exclude the possibility of mutual help, should need
arise. With thé reversion to normal command went a transfer of
combat units. Desert Air Force received from XII facticel oir
Command Nos. 244 and 239 Wings, No. 79 Group and Nos. 208 and
40 Squadrons, This left Nos. 87, 42 and 57 Wings in Corsica and
Sardinia, (outside the two army areas), also operating under the
direction of Tactical Lir Force. The two H.Qs of XII Tactical
Air Command and Desert Air Force moved in sympathy alongside the
respective Army H Qs. The air assault phase of Operation
'Diadem! had finished and the air phase of sustained offensive
was gquiring a momentum which was to last until 22 June, when

M A.A. F. accepted 'Diadem! as closed.

Major Changes in' Luftwaffe Dispositions“)

The Allied offensive forced on the Germans the need for
major changes in the disposition of the Luftwaffe. On 29 May,
Kesselring informed the General Officer Commanding Close

that Central Ttaly and Rome were to
be defended at all costs. Under pressure of air attack and the
threat of having their bases overrun there was, however, no
alternative left to the Germans but to move back their. air
forces to safer arcas and to modify their whole air policy.
Combat losses had been severe and it was feared that other
Allied amphibiouslandings on the north coast of ,Italy were
imminent. In any case, the Luftwaffe Commend, (2 as was testi-
fied by senior members under interrogation later, affirmed that
the primary role of the air force in Italy was strategic and
that support for the army on the battlefield was of secondary
importance. As the air force was inadequate to fulfil both

~ roles satisfactorily, the former retained priority.

On 29 May, a1l the F.W. 190 fighter-bombers(3) were withdrawn

from operations to Northern Italy to rest, refit and prepare
" against outflanking lendings; three days later, all single-

engined fighters in the Central TItalian battle area were with=

drawn to Upper Italy. ' The battlefield was thus left without

day close support. To offset in some small degree this
situation, fifteen night fighters moved from Germany to Italy
for operations in the full moon period to supplement the
persistent, but on the whole, ineffective night harassing
effort by Ju.88s and the obsolescent Ju.87s (an effort which
had risen to one hundred sorties on the night 2/3 June).

The main task of the night fighters was the defence of supply
connections to the front. Ground moves included the transfer

- of three airfield commands from the Rome area to the Perugia -

Pisa area. The repair services for motor transpori in the’
Rome and Perugia areas, as well as the main repair workshop in

(1) Letter Ref. G.219247 from C.-ine0, S.W. 29 May #9is
Germen document (A.H B.6 Translation No. VII/82).

(2; 0. K. L. = Oberkommando Luftwaffe. ,

(3) 19 had been destroyed in the Piacenza raid alone.
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',_the Rome area, were all transferred to the Florence = Pisa area,

But although the Rome Area Airfield Regional Commend H.Q. moved
its entire ground organisation, staff was put at Kesselring's
disposal for urgent defence construction,’ F:Lchter( ?Sntrol

. H.Q. Viterbo was closed, its staff moving to Siena,

Aircraf't safety installations and radar equipment south of the
line Orbetello ~ Pescara were moved, the latter to be used to
conzolidate defences in Northern Italy. New airfields were
projected in the Perugia -~ Siena ~ Pistoia area.

- Some flak units in Central Italy were withdrawn into
defence positions; flak defences between Bologna and Florence
and light flak defences of northern bomber airfields, were

reinforced., During the later phases of Operation'Diadem', the
- activities of the flak units contributed appreciebly towards

preventing a collapse of the German front, but they suffered

" heavy losses from air and grtillery — some ninety guns in all =~

and one hundred and ten m 8rf guns had to be demol:.shed for lack
of transport to tow them, (2

Moves -of Luftwaffe Headquarters ( 5 )

Af'ter a temporary meve to Torre Ga;.a., south-west of Rome';

- the Commanding General of the Luftwaffe in Central Italy -

General der Flieger Ritter von Pohl - retired to Viterbo, vhere
for a brief period he was joined by the Commander-in~Chief,

On 7 June, Von Pohl moved to Siena and shortly after to
Florence, then to Casalecchio near Bologna. Kesselring, too,
moved northwards. Air Fleet Command 2, whose functions were
rapidly shrinking,. z.ay at Melcesine, with advanced battle

H.Qs at Monte Riceol’#) and Tabiano. ( The 25th Flak Division,
the central unit, settled down in the Verona area with the
Signals H.Q. of Air Fleet Command 2 and the main administrative
supply unit, Feldluftgau XXVIII, at Treviso. Fighter Command.
Noxthern Ttaly retained unchanged its functions of intercepting
long range Allied bomber formations and defending the northern
air bases, These latter had never devéloped, owing ‘to '
shortages of manpower and mater:.al, :Lnto the fortresses 'hheyhad
been planned to be.

Two staffeln of the Tactical Reconnaissance Gruppe
trensferred to Florence (the third was already at Jesi) while
the new Night Fighter Gruppe moved first to Castiglione
Del Lago, then to Ravenna and Forli, with take-off facilities
at Florence. The Long Range¢ Reconnaissence Gruppe was 'm.th-
drawn at the end of May from Perugia to Bergamo,

German Anti-Invasion Precaut:l.ons

Not only were the Germans apprehensive of further Allied
lendings on the Tyrrhem.an or Adriatic coasts, but were :
expecting landings in Northern and Southern France,
Consequently, fighters previously engaged on front line

(1) Letter from Luftflotte 2 to Feldluf'tgaukdo XXVII,
4 June 1944 German document A H.B.6. Translat:.on
No. VII/82.

- (2) Von Pohl Series of Interrogation Reports. No. A,.596/FN,935

C.S.D.I.C. (Air) C.M.F. (4A.H.B.6.)
(3) Von Pohl Series of Interrogation Reports. No. A.596/FN. 935
C.S.D.I.C. (Air) C.M.F. (A.H.B.6.)
24} Near Monselice,
5 Near Parma,
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operations developed contacts with 0,C. Fighters Southern
France, and .long range torpedo bombers in Southern France
made arrangements for staging in Northern Italy if necessarys
In late May, Hitler ordered all but two of the fighter
formations in Northern Italy to transfer to Northern France,
so that at this period in early June the long Range
Reconnaissance Gruppe (FAG/122) and two Italian Fascist
ggghter Squedriglie,were all the aircraft remaining ing at the
disposal of Imftflotte 2, and the fifteen night fighters and
the worn remnants of the three Me. 109 Staffeln of the
Tactical Reconnaissance Gruppe all that were left to Von
Pohl to continue the hopeless struggle over the front line.
Nor was there any prospect of" :.mprovement.

New Responsibilities of the wea.kened Imf‘twaffe

The G.0,C, Iuftwaffe in Central Itely was formally

.advised on 4 June by the C=in-C, Italy that with a view to

the. preservation of encient works of art, the Fuehrer had
ordered that the city of Rome must not be turned into a .
battlefield (1) and the section Tiber =~ 0ld Tiber =— Subiaco -
Caesar position would not be defendeds - - The _consequent

~ fighting withdrawal to the Apennine (or Gothic) Line: involved

very carefully controlled air cover. In face of the almost
complete withdrewal of the battered close support and fighter
forces, his complaint on the following day is revealing. A
real easing of the-situation, he said, was only to be expected
if immediate and strong fighter and ground attack support were
There was, too,
the need for prepa.rat:.ons against other possible Allied
land:ulgs s one piece of evidence of which was the move shortly
afterwards of a Staffel of s:mgle-eng:med fighters to

Scutari in Albenia for reconnaissance of Bari, Ta:canto and
Brindisi,

" Not until 11 June, when the w:.thdra.wal of headquarters
was ordered, was there any noteworthy allocation of new
It had been decided to hold the general
line Orbetello - Terni = north of Pescara, but it was realised
that the strong Allied superiority might force a gradual with-
drewal into the Gothic Line., The dwindling Iuftwaffe
resources were spread out over a number of commitments far
beyond its power to fulfil, Orders for the defence of the
Gothic Line were issued to the G.0,C. Iuftwaffe Central Italy,

~ 25th Flak Division and Jagdfuehrer (0.C. Fighters) Northern

Italye Gs0.Cs Central Italy was to cover and support the
Army with close support formations and flak, protect supply
routes, railways and airfields in the southern area of
Northern Italy and add the weight of its flek artillery

to the coastal defence forces, A boundary was redefined as
between G,0.C. Iuftwaffe in Central Italy and his northern
colleague, C.0, 25th Flak Division, who, with the 0.Ce Fighters

- Northern Italy, was responsible for all other. commitments

in Italys 25th Flak Division was to protect airfields,
supply routes, railways and industrial installations in the
northern area of Northern Italy, and their anti-aircraft
art:.llery would ass:.st in. the defence of the Adriatic coast

(1) This was merely a face-saving gesture, for Allied

patrols were already in the outskirts of Rome,
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to the north of the River Po, Jagdfuehrer Northern Italy
controlled operations against bomber formations from Foggia
entering and leaving the Reich, and covered the air defence
of . the entire area of Northern Italy and, whenever possible,
Allied air attacks on the Army. ~ Tne real weakness of the
situation was implicit in the warning given to the
Feldluftgau XXVIII ~ the administrative command unit - that
south of the Apennines that they need only expect operations

by not more than five night ground attack Staffeln (the mixed

force of Stukas and Ju. 88s) « and that only in the full moon
period ~ three close recomnaissance Stafteln and occasionally
only by four fighter Gruppen. The general drift of the
instructions regarding supplies and equipment was economy in
the forward areas and a solid buildwup further north in more
secure areas, :

The Italiasn Fascist Republican Air Force

Mention has been made of two Italian Fighter Squadriglias
operating under command of Luftflotte 2. A brief retrospective
glance must be taken here at the development of the Italian
Fescist Republican Air Force, staffed by Italian personnel who
elected to, continue the Axis association after the Italian
surrender on 3 September 1943, It has already been stated
in Appehdix 5 to Volume I that after a proportion of the old

‘Ttalian Air Force had taken off to join the Allied and others

had destroyed their aircraft, the main harvest accruing to the
Germans - according to Von Pohl and some of his Staff ~ was
some two hundred S.M, 82 transport aircraft which were formed -
into a Transport Geschwader. Apart from these, about one -
hundred Macchi aircraft, some still in the factory, and about
sixty S.M. 79 torpedo bombers were, it was stated, considered
usable; all other aircraft were broken up for salvage. The.
Fascist Republican government under Marshal Graziani set about
the reconstruction of the Italian Armed Forces in German-held
territorys Iuftflottenkommando 2 was made responsible for the
birth, development and operations of the new air force.

Little remained of the old equipment, most of which had been
demolished, looted or solds Lieut. Cols Botto, an experienced
fighter pilot, was appointed Under Secretary of State for Air,
and a number of volunteers drafted into the new organization.
Instead of equipping them with the most up-to-date Italian
aircraft type of the period -~ the Macchi 205 ~ it was decided
to provide the all-German Me. 109, whose performance was .
superior and whose production, unlike the Macchi, was adequate
and could be maintaineds It was hoped to replace the once
formidable but now outmoded S.M., 79 torpedo bombers by Ju. 88s,
but production of the latter was being discontinued in favour
of the Ju, 188 and those available were all needed by the
Iuftwaffes, Bventually, the old S.M. 79 was chosen and a
Staffel of them based at Gorizia in February 1944. Lacking
adequate instruments, their operatious were restricted to
moonlit nights in good weather, During the Anzio landings
and later convoy sailings thereto, some of these S.M. 79s
operated from Perugia against Allied shippings The strengthen-—
ing of Allied anti-aircraft defences in the Anzio beachhead, the
loss of their commander, of eleven aircraft shot down by Allied
fighters between Perugia and Venegono and damage suffered

. Quring an Allied air attack on Gorizia, .all helped to force the

S.Me79s8 out of front line activity. An effort was made
early in 1944 to use first the Ca, 313 and later the CG.R.42 as
night ground attack aircraft and a few Staffeln, based in the
Viterbo area and under command of Von Pohl, operated in the
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Anzio area. It could be said that they had a certain nuisance
value as a purely emergency measure, They were superseded by
the obsolescent but heavily armoured Ju. 87, which, as has been
seen, was in action at the time of 'Diadem!,

These Italian formations, even if recognised by the Allies,
were seldom reported and little mention of them occurs in what
Iuftwaffe records are available, It seems evident that their
crews were keen and on the whole efficient, but it cannot be
said truthfully that they inflicted any appreciably serious
damage or that all in all their contribution materially
affected the issue of the air warse A few records of the
Republican Air Force seen by the author in the Italisn Air
Ministry in Rome confirm the pedestrian nature of their
contribution. .

GROUND OPERATIONS FROM THE FALL OF ROME UNTIL THE END OF DIADEM

Allied Strategy~ The Pinal Phase of Operation 'Diadem'.

British

Historical

Section Central

Mediterranean

(AJH.B,/I1311/
58/9)

. On 5 June 1944, the Germen retreat was at its greatest
momentum and the opportunities of destruction from the air
most frequente Three German divisions had ceased temporarily
to exist, one had been disbanded and all the rest had been
heavily mauled,  Although Kesselring had been promised
reinforcements amounting to eight divisions, the certain delay
attending their arrival compelled him to gain time at the
expense of surrendering grounds The Gothic Line, (usually
referred to in Allied documents as the Pisa - Rimini Iine) lay
a oconsiderable distance back, running along the summits of the
Northern Apennines,  Time was needed for its completion and ‘.
to reassenble his retreating armiess He dare not stand too

-soon and risk another mejor defeat and if he waited too long

before standing, the Allies would reach the Gothic Line before

its defences were completed,

Allied plens for the pursuit north of Rome = still in full
swing « envisaged separate axes of advance for the two armies,
Fifth Army's first objective was the port of Civitaveochia,

© vital for our supply maintenance; Eighth Army was directed on

Air Torce

Participation
in Operation
'Diadem!
(A.H.B.,/ILT11 /1,
Vole VI)

(6573)2

- the area of Terni and Chieti, so as to prevent the formation of

a continuous front and threaten the left wing of the Temth Army
with encirclement, When these plans proved succesful, new
orders for the pursuit were sent to both armies, The greatly
weekened enemy was in no position to launch a worthwhile
counter-attack and continued to suffer seriously from air attacks.
To exploit this situation Eighth Army was directed to advance
speedily towards the area Florence = Bibbiena = Arezzo end the
Fifth Army on the area Pisa — Iucca -~ Pistoia. Polish Corps
was to take Ancona if Eighth Army failed to do so. Resistance
increased from this point, until on 20 June it hardened on the
lake Trasimene Line (1) and the German will to halt us began to
be felt, - ; '

By the 22 June, the 'Diadem' air phase of the Italian
campaign may be said to have concluded as far as the Air Forces
were concerneds Most of the objectives laid down in the
Allied ground and air plens had been achieved, The process of
Pressing back the Germens to the Gothic Line had still to be

(1) Referrea to by the Germans as the Albert — Frieda Line,
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faced, but new plans for action thereafter were already being
prepareds On 22 June, the end of the air contribution to
'Diadem' was formalised.(1) Tacticel Air Morce's responsi-
bilities for the disruption of rail commumications were
extended to include the River Po and the Genoa - Alessandria
Lines, A brief summary of the systematio advance of Fifth
and Eighth Armies and of V Corps and Polish Oorps will provide
the background for the concluding stages of air operations

~ from the fall of Rome until 22 June,

Fifth and EighthArmy Advance up to 22 June.

Fifth Army had the easier terrain to work on and weaker
resistance to contend withs VI Corps set the pace, therefore,
with two divisions supported by armour. On 7 June, they
entered Civitavecchia, which, after repair, was open to our
shipping on 12 June and resumed work of great value as the
most importent port between Neples and Leghorn, . On 6 June,
taking advantage of the Frenoh crossing of the Miene » South
Africans captured Civite Castellana, ©East of the Tiber,
stiff resistance was overcome and Monterotondo taken,

On 8 June, at long last, the enemy in the Adriatic sector
began to fall back in front of V Corps and Pescara and Chieti
were occupied on 10 June, The general pursuit continued,
against stli‘fenmg resistance, for ten more days, With fresh
divisions in line, Kesselring held up the capture of Orvieto
by the Fifth Army unt:.l 14 June, IV Corps .took Orbetello and
Grosseto on the 15th and crossed the River Cmbrone the same
nights, On the right flank the French Expeditionary Corps
continued its advance up Highway 2, capturing, in the ten

‘ .days 10 ~ 20 June, Montefiascone and the high strong position

of Radicofani, coming to a halt at the German defence line
along the Orcia River,

On the Adriatie front, V Corps were relieved by Polish
Corps, who were ordered to secure the capture of Ancona with-
out delay. After initial successes, including the crossing
of the River Asso and the capture of Pedaso, their bridgeheed
across the Chiente River was destroyed by a heavy counter-
attack and a halt was called.

Close of Operations on the Trasimene Line.

Several factors contributed to the general situation
about 22 June, which marked the opening of a short static
phases  Firstly, the Germans had chosen their terrain, had a
plan ready and executed it. Secondly, their forces were
stiffened by reinforcements from several other fronts,
including the Western and Russian fronts. Thirdly, the
terrain chosen favoured defence; it ran from the River Chiente
on the east coast, across the Apennines, along the upper
Ombrone, the Orcia and Astrone Rivers, through Chiusi ( the
old Etrusean hill~town) Lake Trasimene(2) the high ground
north of Perugia end from the Tiber Valley to the sea,
Fourthly, an unseasocnable spell of very bad weather between
17 and 20 June slowed down our advance, Fifthly, the Eighth
Army's advanced elements were two hundred miles from their

(1) Amendment to Operations Instruction No. 8. 16 Feb. 1944
M.A.A T,
(2) Where Hannibal defeated the Romans in one of the greatest
ambushes in history.
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railhead and sixthly, the decision to launch Operation 'Anvil'-
the landing in Southern France ~ had not yet been made;
although General Alexander had been forewarned that his ground
forces and some of the air forces supporting them might have to
be withdrawn, the indecision and controversy which had gone on -
for close on two months still continued among the Allied )
strategists in London and Washington. General Cannon hed told
General Alexander that if 'Anvil' was decided on, the air forces
left to support the troops remaining under A.A.I.(1) command . -
would be reduced by about seventy per cent of their strength at
the time, rendering impossible effective air support of the
operation into Southern Germany being discussed in Italy at the
time.

AIR OPERATIONS IN THE FINAL PHASE OF 'DIADEM!

Areas of Close. Support for the Advance to the Trasimene Line (2)

Sufficient information has now been given for appreciation
of the highly fluid situation and the various changes of dis-
position being mede to cope with it within the opposing air
forcese Other moves were still to be made before the close of
'Diadem,* in particular on the Allied side. Before proceeding
to the narrative of air operations from 5 to 22 June it will be
as well to turn back to Section 2 of Chapter 9 in Volume I and
refresh the memory on the operational areas covered by the
controlling air iormations, so that the modifications of
15 June can be understood.

It will be recalled that area responsibilities were
defined in the Air Plan as follows. XII Tactical Air Command
was responsible for the general battle area south of Rome, the
central strip north of Rome up to Lake Trasimene, and for the
Tyrrhenian coastal area as far north as lake Bolsena, The
Corsica~based 87th (U.S.) Pighter Wing was responsible for the

- west coast area running north from Lake Bolsena, with an eastern

demarcation line of lLske Trasimene, Arezzo and Florence; and
Desert Air Force for the eastern areas, beginning on a line
east of Rome and running east to the Adriatic and north to the
east of Lake Trasimene and Arezzo. These ereas of
responsibility were now changed; on 15 June, they ceased to be
80 general in terms and were more specifically defined to suit
the ground situation, The same date - 15 June - was selected
for the issue of a new bombing directive on strategic air
force targets. The nerrative will now carry the record of
general air operations in support of the land battle up to

15 June, Then, after brief considerations of the new orders,
the record will be carried on to 22 June and the general
conclusions made and lessons learned from air participation in
the Spring offensive recapitulated,

(1) All:.ed Armies in Italy. A

(2) M.A.T,A.F. O,R.B/Ops. June 1944. Ad780 MoA.T4AFo
15 June 1944, Nose 2/5, 7 and 9 A.A.S.C. War Diaries,
June 192{1;-. No, 1 M,0.R.Us War Diaa:y, June 192;.1.'..
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Close Support by XII Tactical Air Command, 5 to 15 June 194

. The record of close support in all three areas ran more.or
less to pattern, but with local variations, successes and
setbacks which cannot be written off without fair examination.
What was common to the whole of the main battle front was a
high tempo of advance, a long awaited situation when the long
months of interdiction had borne fruit, materially assisting -
the ending of the stalemate, and when the enemy supply state
literally invited mass disorganisation,

4 June in the XII Tactical Air Comnzand area was a record
daye. They claimed 518 enemy mechanical transport vehicles
destroyed and 603 deamaged; the full total claimed for the day
was'no less than 657 destroyed and 621 demageds -This figure
was probably not repeated, but for some days to come claims were
to remain high. Enough has been said already to indicate that
it was the usual thing for army counts (now being continuously
made) to confirm that the air forces'claims were substantially
true, indeed often modests M.A.A,F actually claimed that .
during the month of May a total of 2,768 M/T had been destroyed
and 2,427 damaged. C :

XIT Tactical Air Command continued to take a heavy toll of
the enemy from 5 June on t0 14 June, when there was considerably
less transport in evidence. Operations mostly fell under the
heading of armed reconnaissance; while road and rail vehicles
were busy evacuating the smitten German formations with varying
Success, there was no lack of targets for Thunderbolts, Invaders
and Kittyhewks., The manifold cars, wagons, guns, ammunition
dumps and so forth included were often attacked from low levels:
the enemy casualty rate was mounting appreciesbly here, as in all
areas, Much of the enemy transport was liberally protected by
mobile flak batteries, often reported as intense and accurates
Civitaveochia itself, a prize of great importance, was studded
with flak defences and one of the most heavily defended areas on
the fronte It was a great relief to the air formations when it
fell on 7 June, in company with Tarquinia and its airfield,
which was enlarged and, a week later, occupied.

Fighter bombers then turned to the Viterbo - Montefiascone
road and railway tracks here and on the Orvieto line, roads
through San Lorenzo, Grosseto, Chiusi, Terni, Todi, Bolsena on
the lake of that name and Spoleto, causing road blocks and rail.
stoppages here and wherever, within their area, the disorganised
German units had to pass, even crossing into the territory of
87th Fighter Wing, to hit Siena railways.

The attack on Elba (Operation 'Brassard') was on the table
at this time and both the need for preliminary sounding of the
general position and the need to disrupt to the maximum the
German coastwise supply traffic justified an occasional attack
on Piombino, the mainland port serving the island, such as that
on 13 June. Bridges, for months past a routine target, were
included, although of course the spice of variety had now
removed the monotony of which aircrews had complained, during
and before Operation !'Strangle’.

On 14 June, the enemy situation was crystallising, in
accordance with his own plans and the nature of the terrain,
Only: a small amount of motor transport was now evident.

This reflected both the destruction inflicted and the subter—
fuges forced upon hims Italian civilian carts had beenpressed
into service; night movement again increased; vehicles were
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now being stationed inside houses, whole walls being torn down
to accommodate thems On 15 June, only scattered motor trans-
port targets were found end the emphasis of air operations
generally was temporarily lifted from the battle area,

Co~operation by Medium Bombers

Medium bomber operations began on 5 June with a record
number of sorties against road bridges; they continued to
pattern until 22 June, when M.A.A.F, issued the directive
opening the Po Valley to thems From the fall of Rome, there
was a tendency for the medium bomber wings - 42nd and 57th -
to return in part to rail interdiction, though they continued
to give considerable attention to road targetss Two new
highways had come into prominence during the advance, Nos. 1
and 7,3 and on 7 June there were two medium bomber missions
against bridges at Cecina and three ageinst bridges near
Albinias Bridges at Pitigliano and Acquapendente, to the west
and north of Lake Bolsena respectlve]y, were attackeds 9 June
saw a revival of attacks on roads, Four of the eight missions
dispatched were against bridges on Highwey 1. ° Others bombed
Highways 2 and 73, This was the day Tarquinia and Viterbo
fell. A sudden flare~up a.long the front brought the whole
weight of the mediums to bear again on 12 June on road targets.
This day marked the slowdown in the rout and by 14 June, when
the ground forces took Orvieto and Terni, attacks by the
mediums on road targets hed virtually ceased.

The need for en unremitting watch on enemy ports
continuedo In this work the mediums were able to play a part
after the heavy normal interdictory programme had been met.
San Stefano was attacked on 15 May; Porto Ferraio on Elba on
11 and 15 May; Piombino on 15 and 16 May. Leghorn was the
point of heaviest attacke On 13 and 14 June, 42nd Wing sent
three missions each day against two vessels which had been
sunk to block the harbour, Medium bomber tactics remained
substantially the same throughout 'Diadem's General purpose
bombs were invariebly used against bridgess . The types and
fuzings had been studied during months of growing precision in
attack, and stabilised according to targete In the size of

formations there was change from large towards smaller sort:l.e

totals per mission. Thirty-six sortie missions grew
increasingly rare; 24 sortie missions for attacks on railway
bridges were no longer universal; 42nd Wing frequently cut the

. number. t0 18 and occasionally to 12, as the emphasis on road

targets swelled to its peak.

Germen Evidence of Medium Bomber Attack Results

The daily status reports of the resulis of rail inter—
diction continued to be issued, built up on the usual sources
of photography and intelligence reports. Confirmation in
part of local successes came later, when complete records of
the Arezzo-Florence line were found in a railway ofi:n.oe in

'Florence, and those of Vaiano on the Diritissima line (1) and .

Pitecchio on the Pistoia by~pass in the respective station
officess  The evidence is clear, On the key Arezzo =
Florence line, after six days attacks, no trains ren either
north or south up to 29 June. The same absolute standstill

(1) Direct Florence = Rome.
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prevailed on the ¥lorence ~ Bologna line after 1 June. The
Pistoia by-pess, which received less attention, managed to
pass a few trains through on most days in June up to the 21st;
thereafter there are no entries; a series of our small-scale
attacks was sufficient to maintain traffic at zero level.

‘Cha.nges in Army Air Support Control June 194,

Units of No, 7 Army Air Support Control who had been
‘attached to No, 2/5 began to filter bhack to the area of Fifth

- Army d.Q. The detachment of No, 7 which had functioned on

Monte Trocchio returned to rest and refit, satisfied with its
work in spite of the handicaps of low-~lying mist and dust over
the baitlefield, The main unit prepared for. its move to
Frascati with Noo 9« An order to No. 9 Control to proceed to
the eastern sector for cover of V Corps was cancelled on

7 June, when V Corps was notified that it was shortly to be
relievede When the Polish Corps took over from them on

16 June, a Polish Army Air Support Control had preceded them
by a day; this Control took over from No. 9, which had
deployed No. 1 M.OeReU. (B) tentacles to VCorps, 3rdCarpathian
Division and the Italian Utili Division.

As a result of the rapid advance by Polish Corps after
15 June, it was agreed to split the Army and R.A.F. controls,
the Polish Control going forward and Detachment 'A' of No. 9
remaining behind at M.,0.R.Us 'B's The two controls, when
split, were 20 miles apart, linked by radio. On 24 June,
another rapid advance again created commmnication difficulties
between the Polish tentacles and their control, putting a
distance of 60 miles between the controls. The next day the

ResA.Fe Rear Link Control of Detachment 'A' had again caught up.

When the Desert Air Force re-~assumed responsibility for
close support of the Eighth Army on 4 June, a detachment of
No. 2/5 was sent from H.Q. Advanced D.A.F. to M.O.R.U. 'B!
(No.1)s  The Desert Air Force began to make itself felt in air -
control affairsy; on 11 June we find it instructing H.Qe No. 1
M.O.R,Us that no army targets were to be engaged without its
(DeA.Fo's) permissions As communications in this fluid phase
were poor, it was not possible to give the Army full service:
hence a complaint from H.Q. V Corps direct to G - Air, Allied
Armies in Italy, About the seame time, No. 7 South African
Spitfire Bomber Wing moved across to the centralsector, leaving
a light and medium bomber wing, a fighter squadron and a
fighter reconnaissence squadrons The Desert Air Force,
anxious, no doubty to try their hands at control, took over
these units,. It is difficult now to see the point in meking
a break in a well-running control system in the middle of a
crucial battle, Towards the end of the month, No, 1 Mobile
Operations Room moved from Sen Vito to Tortoretos Noe 2/5
A¢A.S.C, moved up on 10 June from Castrociello to Valmontone,
When following the previous and following records of the close
support air effort up to the end of 'Diadem', the moves just
related and the way the controls lived at such times on a hand-
to-mouth basis will be borne in mind,

Close Support for Eighth Army, 5 to 15 June

The whole effort for the first three days after Rome fell
was directed on the heavy enemy road movement to the north
and north-west out of the capital, This included attacks on
armour; on 5 June, & completely successful raid on some 88-mm
guns holding up a leading brigade enabled a unit of the
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6th South African Armoured Division to continue its advance.
Armed reconnaissance, after rising to a peak again on both
fronts, was held down by bad weather to 155 sorties on 7 June
and only two close support missions could be ilown. On

8 June, when Desert Air Force support reverted to the Eighth '
Army, there was still plenty of transport in evidence and
returns showed heavy damage among convoys and parkse The
Desert Air Foroe ordered 'no strafing missions! on 9 June.

The reason given was the high casualty rate of recent weeks from
Germen flak. Although seldom of the heaviest calibre, there
was so much of it clustered in the area of importent convoys
that it could not fail to take its toll of low~flying aircraft.

The weather was threatening on 10 June; ithere was no flying.
Although the Rover 'David! control was active, the effort was .
meagre until 15 June, but the Army continued to send in grateful
reports when missions accounted for enemy armour, vehicles and
guns on the move and motor transport, not yet entirely gone to
earth as it had in the western sector, About this time,
continuous observation of enemy movement confirmed his practice
of starting movement just before dark and the germ of a belated
plan to call in the co-operation of the night intruders emerged.
Terni, key town in the centre of the front and Pescara on the
Adriatic, with meny facilities, had fallen to the ground forces.
Close support was, as it were,  drawing them forward and at the
same time impeding the enemy's withdrawal,

87th Fighter ing in Corsica

During the Spring of 1944, the island of Corsica rose to
tull stature as an Allied air base, - It was the scene of two
major trends in operations. The first was the build-up for the
landings in Southern France. The second, which must now be
examined, was the participation of the island-based 87th Fighter
Wing in the Allied advance on the mainland of Italy, in
particular in the concluding phases of the air contribution to

. tDiadem!, :

By the directive of 17 April, a Commanding General was
appointed, with operational control of an American Fighter
Bomber Group - the 57th, operating Thunderbolts -~ and two
experienced R.A,PF, Fighter Wings ~ Nos. 322 and 251; these
Fighter Wings were transferred specially for the task from the

. Middle Easte On 9 June, the Tactical Air Force, anxious to

push forward No. 79 Fighter Bomber Group (Thunderbolts and
Kittyhawks) in.readiness for 'Anvil', (if it should be decided
on) trensferred it to Corsica, that is; from control of XII
Tactical Air Command to that of 87th Fighter Wing.

The primery tasks of 87th Wing were the provision of escort

. to the Mitchells and Marauders of the 42nd and 57th Wings, and

the disruption and destruction of enemy communications and
supplies in Italy, Its brief extended to counter air force,
weather reconnaissance, photographic and ground support missions,
and, in co-operation with 63rd Fighter Wing on the mainland,
anti~-shipping strikes up to 20 per cent of its available effort,
The entire zone of operations for the Wing was again sub-divided
into three sub-zones, Zone 1 coastal, Zone 2 from the Pisa =~
Florence -~ Pontassieve line southwards, and Zone 3 to the north
of this line, No. 57 Fighter Bomber Group included, by

12 June, Squadrons II/5 and II/3, both of the French Air Force
and based at Alto, equipped with Thunderbolts; and half a
Tac/R Squadron (No. 241} . :
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The enemy air raid of 12 May on Corsican air bases,
constituted a serious, but not fatal, setbacke The next day
the Spitfire Wings on Poretta (1 )managed to muster 21 aircraft
during the forenoon, a figure rapidly increased by the servicing
uits, Surveys of dispersal followed and although no changes
seem to have been effected at Poretta, improvements were made
and aircraft shelters erected at Alesani and Solenzara.

87th Fighter Wing Operations from Corsica, 5 to 15 June

From the fall of Rome to 15 June, the Thunderbolts and
Spitfires of 87th Wing carried out their comprehensive brief
in favourable weather. The emphasis of the heavier
Thunderbolts fell on railway yerds, locomotives and wagons
south of Ortone, north of Orvieto, on Elba, round Lake
Trasimene, and many other points leading to the front, but
they also attacked, like the Spitfires, roads, bridges and

- motor transport at the height of the German retreat from

4 - 5 June; on 16 June their attention was turned to Elba,
air operations against which were controlled by 87th Wing.

A considerable percentage of the Spitfire effort was
spent on escorting the medium bombers based on Corsican and
Sardinian fields, The rest of the daily average of 144
sorties put up by these two wings were spent on sweeps and
armed reconnaissance, Motor transport was an objective for
which they were admirably adapted, and the daily returns of
'flamers' added up to a not unimportant fraction of the total
destruction; they took a heavy toll in the rear areas round
florence, Arezzo, Lake Trasimene, Lake Bolsena, Vetralla,
Tarquinia, Follonica, Pistoia, Iucca, Siena; many locomotives
and wagons were accounted for, Foligno alrf:.eld was strafed and
six aircraft destroyed,

Although German flak was a continuous menace in most areas,
air opposition was not serious. It must not be dismissed,
however, as non-existent., For example, on 15 June, a No. 322
Wing formation met and engaged twenty Macchi fighters west of
Parma, shot down two and demaged two without loss to themselves.
On 8 June, a No. 251 Wing formation destroyed a Ju. 88 near
Pistoia. The next day, in the same area, seven Me. 109s were
met and three of them destroyed without loss to the Spitfire
tormation, The next day aircraft of the same Wing visited
Pistoia airfield, but found nothing to attack except a single
Ju. 52, They destroyed a Me, 109 the next day and another on
14 June when some aircraft ran into twelve Me. 109s, agam in
the same area.

Strategic Air Forces in Italy, June 1S54,

Support of 'Diadem' by the R.A.F., Wellingtons, Liberators
and Halifexes of No. 205 Group continued after the fall of
Rome on every night except one, until the night 11/12 June,
when they turned to oil and industriel targets in the Balkans
and Central Europe. Before. proceeding to the narrative of
their operations and those of the day heavy bombers and their
Lightning and Mustang escorts, it must be appreciated to what
dimensions the Fifteenth Air Force had grown by this time.

(1) The exact state of affairs at the American and French
bases cannot at present be traced, as all Operations
Records Books involved are at Washington or Paris,
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The effective strength (not the aircraft assigned) on 15 June
wast~ in heavy bombers, 901 U.S.A.AF, and 27 R.A,F; in medium
bombers 77 R.A.F; in fighters 401 U,S.A.A.F., representing a
grand total of 1406 effective aircraft. :

Night Bombing Operations, 5 to 10 June

The night bombers concentrated on the creation of road -
blocks at key junctional points at Terni, Viterbo, Orvieto, and
to this extent enhenced the continuity provided by the &mall
R.A.F, Boston and Baltimore night bombing force and kept the
enemy on the alert when he wished for unimpeded and unobsexrved
trensit back to firmer defences, This Wellington group had

-recently called forth the personal congratulations of General

Eaker for their excellent work on the night 3/4 June, when they -
seriously demaged in several places a vital bridge over the

Tibers The crews usually reported favourably on the technique

and efficiency of the flame~dropping aircraft, whose precision
enabled them to report with confidence a high proportion of
direct hits and neer misses and evidence clear enough to the -
naked eye in the clear night weather ruling at that time, until
smoke from the fires started obscured the target. Goenshemi
Occasionally, a single Me, 109 or B, 190 was met during the
night on patrol fitted with a white nose light, evidently acting
as desperate expedients in aid of the small night fighter force.

Day Heavy Bomber Operations in Italy, 5 to 15 June

With the "land':ing in Northwest Burope a reality, it was

.inevitable that the dey operations of the Strategic Air Force

should reflect the new situation, Yet the needs of the armies
in Itaely were still of considerable moment and certain heavy
raids on Italian targets were carried out in the same periods

es the attacks on oil in the Balkans, the Reich and Central
Europe. One of the peak days in Italy was the day Rome fell,
Just over 600 heavy bombers with an escort of 229 Lightnings and
Mustangs carried out heavy and, on the whole successful, raids
on commmications in N.W, Italy and on both sides of the Franco~

‘Italian frontier.  Marshalling yards at Turin, Genoa and

Novi Ligure were attacked, as well as the often-wvisited
Antheor viaducts and the Var bridge in Southern France. A
force of' some 450 aircraft, with escort, attacked bridges and

- movements in Northern Italy, the next day, as far south as

Bologna and Ferrara., There was no air oppositionworth mention,
After a day at Ploesti, the heavy bombers returned to Italian
targets for a day on 7 June, this time concentrating on shipping
and ports in N.W, Ttaly such as Leghorn where, (it was revealed
by strike photos), moles, installations and shipping were
effectively hit, on Voltri shipyards, Savona rail junction end
Vado Ligure marshalling yards, where demage wasalso considerable
in both of two attacks; -also on the Antheor and Var bridges

‘again, where it appeared that the target was cut,

Attacks on Mestre and Ancona marshalling ya.rds followed,

.end on 15 June, when bad weather prevented the bombers from

operating, some 170 fighters swept the Southern France airwe.
fields of La Jasse, Avignon and Orange, where bombers and
fighters were based. They destroyed and dameged a few
bombers and fighters and set fire to buildings, but lost 13
aircraft, (almost all to flak), Another 40 aircraft
dispatched on a gimilar mission ran into cloud banks off
Corsica and returned to base, The German Air Force moves
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leading to this attaock will be related shortly, after a few
notes on oile On all the other days in the period except
12 June, oil targets were heavily attackeds It will be
recalled that in the discussions preceding Operation
‘Overlord' the American viewpoint was clearly expressed as a
belief that the first priority of air attack before the

‘landings should be oil targetss By destroying his oil

sources, it was claimed, one would destroy his ability to
continue the ware The day heavy bomber force and its escort:
fighter force based at Foggia was entirely American; the
emphasis on oil will therefore be easily grasped. Even when
the target was in Italy, it was often chosen because of the
oil storage there; for. example on 9, 10 and 13 June the oil
depots at Porto Marghero were visited.

German Air Reaction in N. Italy to Strategic Operations

The enemy long range bomber force had moved just before
the fall of Rome from Northern Italy to Southern France.
Only a score of bombers remained in the Po Valley. The force
in Southern France, now numbering sbout 150 Ju. 88s, He. 111s
and Do. 2178, was scattered over bases ranging from Toulouse
to the Rhone Deltae These purely anti-shipping units! prime
task was to attack the forces landing in Normandy from 6 June
onwerdse In view of those German apprehensions of further
amphibious landings in the Mediterranean already recorded,
preparations were at the same time already being outlined for
the eventual transfer, at short notice, of some at any rate,
back to Northern Italy to operate against any major Allied
strategio move in the Ligurian or Lfdriatic Sease

Apart from training units, there were about ten Meo 109s
at Orange for tactical reconnaissance and the seme number of
Arado 196s for coastal patrols. Five longerange reconnaissance
Ju 88s were responsible for covering the Western Mediterranean
and Allied convoy lanese

German Fighter Opposition to Allied Heavy Bomber Attacks

The Luftwaffe had depleted the close support forces in the
battle areas to build up a force for what to them was a more
urgent purpose, - the defence of the Reich, with its aircraf't,
ball-bearing and other wer industries s against heavy day raids
from Italy. This fighter force of nearly 100 aircraft began
to get into its stride after the fall of Rome and in the
latter half of the period under review put up, whenever weather
allowed, an average of 40/50 fighter sorties against bombers
crossing Ne Italys The Allied formations of bombers and
fighters reported attacks ranging from indifference to
persistent aggression, attacks which on some occasions were
pressed home far over the Italo = Reich borders and were
repeated on the homeward flight. '

Directives to Strategic and Tactical Air Forces

On 14 June, the Combined Chiefs of Staff advised the
Supreme Commander in the Mediterransan that the destruotion of

. the German Armed Forces in Italy south of the Pisa =~ Rimini

Line must be completed and that there should be no withdrawsl
from the battle of any Allied Forces necessary for that purpose.
When this line had been reached, one of three amphibious
operations would be possjble - against the South of France
(*Anvil'), against the Biscay area or at the head of the
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Adriatic, The aim should be to'launch the operation decided on

by 25 July, so long as it did not limit the completion of the
advance to the Pisa - Rimini Lines -

Operatlens The following day = 15 June =~ new directives were issued
Lot to the Air Forces to conform both with the general and local
M?i.\j.l“.. %'.ﬁ.a.. situations. The direotive to the Tactical Air Force altered
15 June 1944 no principles, but merely moved the areas of control further
81gnal Ae 780 northwards; in particular, XII Tactical Air Command were to
HeQep MeAsTelleFsy  atback all reil communications north of the bomb~line up to
2&“&?}"; 194k, the line Cecina - Poggibonsi = Arezzo - Fabriano - Fano (all

exclusive)e : The limit of 87th Fighter Wing's responsibility
now stretched to Genoa and the land line tallied with that of
XII Tactioal Air Commends The entire zone from 20 miles north
of the bombline and south of the general line Pisa - Florence =
Fano, an ares of great movement at the time, was thrown open to
the three controlling units ~ Desert Air Force, XII Tactical
Air Command and 87th Fighter Wing - who now exchanged their
general intentions daily and attacksd all movement irrespective

-of army areas, calling on one anothsr, where need existed, for
assistance against worthwhile targetss The night bomber -

+ effort was integrated under control of XII Tactical Air Command.
They were given the night Bostons and Baltimores of Noe 232
Wing to assist in the effort against communication targets in
support of both armies. ‘ v -

Allied Adir Bffort from 16 - 22 June

MeAs AcFo ‘ During this period, while the main weight of fighting fell
Operations in in the area west of the Tiber, poor weather delayed the ground
Support of forces and prevented any continuity in air operations. The

'Diadem* Vole air effort's main emphasis remained - with interruptions on
VI. (A.H.Bo/ support of the ground operations, - on attacking conmmications,
ITJ11/1) motor transport, marshalling yards, and port and harbour
installations; the total tonnage dropped, in a week in which on
two days all operations were cancelled, reached a figure no less
than four-fifths of the preceding week's, roughly one~third
falling in the battle area south of the Pisa = Rimini Line
2principa11y by Tactical) and two-thirds north of the Line
principally by Strategic Air Force)¢ There was no change in
tactics; -enemy communications continued to be the primary
objectives The east and west coast railroad lines at Pesaro
and Recco and two of the central lines in their southern sections
remained cut throughout the weeke Of the other two central
routes, one was ‘again cut in the attack by medium bombers on
.21 June and the other probeblys The bad flying weather limited
. photographic reconnaissance, hence there were breaks in the type
" of strike evidence so valuable at the timee

o Apart from the anti-rail/road offensive, two other features
must be recorded; firstly the air participation in the capture
of Elba Islend,(1) and secondly, the series of attacks on the
west ooast ports by the medium bomber wings and 87th Fighter

Group,

A large pexrt of the work leading to the satisfactory
status of rail interdiotion mentioned above was effected by the
two medium bomber wings(2) and the fighter bombers of
XII Tactical Air Commande As soon as the Elba episode wes
-over, a large force of aircraft again stood by, awaiting a

21; Operation 'Brassard?,
2) L42nd and 57‘bh'-
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break in the weathers Most bombers stood down on 19 June,

 but the Thunderbolts of 87th Fighter Wing were active against

barges off Leghorn and rail targets in the ports of Sestri

. Levante and Viareggio.

' Some medium bombers were able to operate the next day =
20 June ~ and destroyed anumber of road bridges and demaged
others between Genoa and La Spezia, The lighter aircraft of
87th Fighter Wing put in a crowded dey and one mission
returned claiming several hits on a 20,000~ton aircraft
carrier in Genoa docks, unconfirmed as no photographs of
Genoa were taken at this periode Ieghorn, after the capture
of Elba and Piombino, would almost certainly become the most
southerly enemy port., Blockships had been sunk at the
harbour entrance; these and a jetty were hit byMitchellson
21 Junes The pattern of the rest of the Air Forces' opera-
tions showed no departure from the normal. A diminishing
harvest of motor transport was an index of a hardening fronte

The heavy dey bombers were only out on 22 June, when,
after excellent concentrations on the marshalling yards at
Ventimiglia by 55 Wellingtons and three Liberators, (assisted
by eight flare dropping Halifaxes), a comprehensive offensive
on northern railwey installations was carried out by about
750 Liberators, Fortresses, Lightnings and Mustangs, the two
latter categories sweeping as well as providing cover,

Seldom had such saturation of a complex been so effectively
plaenned, In addition, oil storage plants, bridges and the
Fiat faotory at Turin were hit, The value of this and other
raids might well have been repeated, had the strategio position
been cleared in favour of a continued offensive upon Italy
with all forces, and would in all probability have been
considerables As will be seen, the fighting potential was to
be so drastically cut as to destroy any hope of pursuing the
victory to its logical conclusione

Comparison of Fnemy and Allied Estimate of Vital Rail Points
in North Ttaly, |

In June a certain document came into the hands of the
Allied. Combined Services Detailed Inte ation Centre
Liaison HeQe in Romes This was a map (1) prepared by
Il Generale di Brigata, Direttore Superiore Transporti in
June 1943 as a guide to the Germens for settingup enti-aircraft
defences of crucial rail points in Northern Italy. The
Target Analysis Section at M,A.A.F, reported, after scrutiny
of it, a high degree of exactitude in the fundamentals on:
which our strategic air programme since the invasion had been
based, :

Of the 46 targets indicated, target charts for 34 had been
preparede  Of the remaining twelve, six were located in the
rail complex between Milan and the Swiss frontier, an area in
which no operations were plamned because of the intricate
inter-connections of the local railway net, Three others were
minor targets on the Bremner lLine which photo reconnaissance
showed to be unsuitable for heavy bomber attacks 3 one was a

"hydro-electric power station (a target of very low priority for

heavy bomber attack); the final two were bridge targets for
which suitable alternatives had already been plotted.

(1) Pigure 2,
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Twenty-five of the forty-six vital points plotted had, by

27 June 1944;; been attacked by M.A,AF., principally the

ma.rshall:mg yards, but including the bridges at Dogna, Avisio

and Bolzano, The Borovnica Viaduct (just over the Italo-

Slovene border), had been twice cut by partisens, Analysis of
the 46 points showed a fairly equal proportion of railway centres;
engineering structures and railway power sources; comparing
this enemy estimate of our intentions with the course of
strategic operations on the railway system recorded in the
course of the narrative to this point, it will be clear that

he had a fairly clear grasp of the possible military needs of
the situation, Railway power sources were relegated in the
event to low priority by the Allies, on account of the pressure.
of overall European bombing priorities. (1

Coastal Air Operations in the concludmg Weeks of tDiadem'

Some idea has been given of the productive work of
Coastal Air Force in the first week of 'Diadem!, It is now
time, before proceedlng to final conclusions on the Spring

‘offensive, to give an outline of the significent role played

by this force from that point,

The sinkings of two U~boats in the first week in 'Diadem!
were followed by three more kills in May. !Swamp'! hunt
operations were carried.out. in co-operation with naval forces.

* The 76~hour hunt from 14 to 17 May ran the U-boat, as intended,

to exhaustion, Survivors estimated that not more than three
hours had been spent on the surface during the whole period;
the resultant exhaustion of the battery forced them to surface.
A considerable. strain was imposed on our crews when this hunt
was almost medlately followed by another, which led to the
sinking of U~960 on 19 May, Another (U-371) had been sunk
earlier off Djidjelli. The commander, familiar with the
coastline and our tactics, steered inshore, knowing the 'Swamp!
aircraft would be operating to seaward and expect the opposite
moves Prisoners from four of the five sunk included two of
the most experienced and successful oommanders in the
Mediterranean, These operations reduced in dramatic fashion
the enemy submarine force to two, although it could not be said
the menace had been finally dealt with. It was known that at
Pola three midget U-boats(2) were being constructed and that
two or three of the smaller version of this type were at sea

'somewhere along the Tyrrhenian coast. More serious was the

threat from humen torpedces launched irom U-boat carriers, of
which three in the Spezia area were likely to become opera-
tional before long, . :

Notwithstanding, the reduction of these threats to the
convoys on which the Allied forces in Italy, Corsica and
Sardinia depended for meny essentials, enabled Coastal Air
Force to employ its forces more offensively in June. During
this month there were no U-bocat attacks, no air attacks on

" convoys or harbours and no offensive action of any kind against

the wide system of targets defended by M,A,C0,A.F, Once the
drop in enemy activity was grasped, considerable changes were
made in the disposition of general reconnaissance and fighter
aircrafte  Wellingtons moved from North Africa to Sardinia for

(1) But note Operation 'Pingo’, in November 194l
(2) The Caproni B type orlg:.nally evolved by the Italians,
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anti-shipping operations; Beaufighters and Mosquitoes to
Alghero and Foggia for intruder operations. Economies were
promptly effected in fighter defence in North Africa and the
pace accentuated in offensive operations by 63rd Fighter Wing,
who during June, destroyed a considerable number of 'E', 'I',
'F and 'R' boats, barges, one merchent vessel, ane L.S5.T., &

' ferry, a schooner and a gquentity of surface craft, M/T and

locomotives, This Wing demaged 26 bridges in addition to

port installations, factories and radar sitess Nos 6 Squadron,
armed with Rocket Projectile Hurricanes, was the most successe
ful unit, in particular on night operations.

'An unobtrusive, profitable but time-consuming commitment
was Air/Sen Rescue; & comparison of figures for May and June

_shows how many lives of valueble trained crews were being

saved for the Air Forces, InMay, - on exceptional month, -
A/S.Re aircraft flew just under 1,000 sorties; marine craft
made seventy-five., One hundred end seventy-nine Allied
airmen eand two enemy were saveds In June, just on 600
sorties by aircraft and 50 by marine craft led to the saving
of 91 Allied and six enemy lives. The percentage of success~
ful incidents rose from 33.5 per cent to 53 per cent.

The absence of enemy long range bomber attacks in June
was mainly the result of their concentration against the
Normandy landings., Coastal Air Forces' intruder operations
madé tenure of their bases in the South of France insecure;
by the end of June, the bombers were scattered over bases at
Cognac, Toulouse, Perpignan, Montpellier, Valence, Lyons/Bron
and Istres, The latter airfield was used as base for an
attack of an unusual kind by the Italisn Fascist Republican
S.M. 79 torpedo bombers, who set out to bomb Gibraltar on the
night 4/5 June, without achieving enything.

CONCLUSIONS AND IESSONS FROM ATR OPERATTIONS ‘'STRANGIE'
AND 'DIADEM!,

The Need for careful Assessment of Conclusions.

The time, the place and the range of viewpoints concerned
must all be allowed for in any attempt to draw conclusions and
to list the lessons learned from the air operations !'Strangle!
and 'Diadem,* For purposes of comparison, several Allied
appreciations from distinct viewpoints are given. In the
main, the Allied conclusions and the lessons learned remained
unmodified as they applied to the Italian theatre of war,
until the final victorious offensive in the Spring of 1945
Some of the lessons were borne in mind in the planning for
Operation 'Overlord'. Several of the most relevant assess-
ments will now be given,

Conclusions by Tectical Air Force on Operation !Strangle'.

There was no douht as to the complete tactical success of
Operation !'Strangle', the programme of commmications inter-
diction which lasted from 19 March to 11 May with an intensity
which reached continuous battle proportions, It was marked
by good planning, a sound choice of targets and a close
co-ordination of all available interior forces. By 27 April,
General Arnold, Chief of the American Argy Air Forces in
Washington, ventured the hope that the operations then pro-
ceeding might well become classic examples of the capabilities
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of air bombardment in isolating a battlefield. Those hopes o
were not fulfilled, but a measure of success, unobtainable had
the enemy possessed a comparable a.:.r force, was achieved.

The principal effect of our air superiority was to allow
our bombers to operate either without, or with only a small,
fighter escort and to enable fighter~bombers to work in small
flights (1), so rendering possible in fair weather conditions
en almost constant stream of aircraft over the whole area and
making it extremely difficult for the enemy to move by day;
another major effest was to grant our ground forces almost
complete immmity of their logistical organisation behind the
dines.  Meeting the main requirements of the air plan meant )
an initJ.a.l maximum effort on targets likely to involve major :
repair work; eaiming at the maintenance of at least three
blockages on every route; employing fighter-bombers against
the track between major blocks and to interfere with the repair
of major blocks; and by using light bombers in a harassing
role at night, regardless of the state of the moon.
Photographic reconnaissence for correction of visual and bomb

B str:l.ke photo reports proved of great importance.

As rega.rds isolation of the battlefield, this was held
by M.A.T.A.F. to be a dangerous catch phrase, Where there
were numerous routes leading to the battle area, it was
impossible to isolate that area by air action alone; but it
was possible so to :mterfere with the movement of personnel and

supplies to an area that it could be made militarily impractic-

sble to retain that area, a task demanding en extended period
of times This judgemént, it must be noted, was recorded one
month after ‘the conclusion of ‘the air contribution proper to
'Diadem',

The need to supplement day attacks by night. attacks was
seen, but it was realised.that the night harassing forces
available were inadequate and the need for more efficient air-
craft for this work made plaine 'Strangle! had given confir-
mation to the claim that bombing accuracy had been seriously

. reduced in the face of flak opposition, but had been , all the

same, remarkable, -

As fega.rds the interdiotioh'- marshalling yard controversy,
Tactical Air Force's experience was that saturation of rail
objectives was the only way to ‘hold up repair effectively;

‘that since the destruction of marshalling yards would not by

itself dislocate a railway system, they should only be attacked

when active. While generally satisfied with the results of

rail interdiction the successful interdiction of rosds was

admitted to be extremely difficult, as it was mainly at night ~~
that traffic moveds Agein, for the same reason, no really

positive method of deeling with the heavy traffic of small

coasting craft and barges had been found.

Conclusions by Tact:.oal Air Force on Operat:l.on tDiadem',

Return:mg to the study of 'D:Ladem‘ six months after its
close, Tactical Air Force recalled that among its important
objectives was the prevent:.on of supplies and reinforcements
reaching the German armies in Italy., . It considered this
objective almost completely attained, but again it was pointed

(1) "Of 4 or 8 aircraft.
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out that the shortage of aircraft suitable for night operations
prrecluded adequate coverage of the enemy commmications system
as a whole, hence nullifying to some extent the effectiveness
of the isolation programme. Not only was the night force
inadequate, but it lacked precision blind bombing instruments.
Only by saturation of enemy commmications aress by night
intruders and the use of precision pathfinders or blind bombing
techniques on.special night targets, could assurance be given
of a complete isolation of the battle area, It will thus be

- seen that the early hopes of a balanced air force had not to

this pomt been realised,

Oonclusa.ons by Strateg:.c A:n.r llbrce on Operation *Diadem',

The Strateg:n.c AJ.r Force interpreted its role of supporting
the ground operations in Italy by attacking Northern Italian
rail commmications, as well.as certain portse A detailed
study presented the following conclusions by this force, :
Their bearing on the relative value of attacks on marshalling
yards and railway repair centres on the one hand, and attacks
on bridges on the other, is an important piece of evidence in
the slow evolution of these two pol:.c:n.es towards a balanced
integration of both.

Complete and continuous interdiction alone would bring
about the maximum injury to the rail transportation system in
Ne Italy. Attacks on marshalling yards might provide
incidental interdiction of lines, but available by-passes and
opportunities of quick, easy repair rendered such interdiction
only temporary and without critical effect, It was, however,
true, it was agreed, that certain mershalling yards and
handling facilities might, as a result of successful interdic-
tions, become profitable targetss The most effective method
of producing” long term and continuous interdiction was the
complete destruction of bridges or viaducts with long spans,
an object the completion and policing of which enemy defences
in their actual state were incapable of seriously interfering
with,

Air Intelligence Conclusions on 'Diadem’.

The Target Analysis Sub-section of the Intelligence ,
Section HeQ., M.A.A.F, arrived at the following conclusions in
reviewing the period 16 March ~ 15 June. It recalled that
air operations against the Italian lines of communication were
never expected to secure in_themselves a withdrawal of enemy
ground troops from the stebilised Gustav Line, They were
designed so to weaken the enemy, through continuous disruption
of his commmications over » long period of time, that our
mpend:mg ground operations would be materially facilitated.
It was, in other words, a long range type of ground-air support,
related to, and dependent upon, large scale ground operations
for consummation. Abundant evidence had gone to show that
although the enemy suffered from shortages before 11 Msy,
his position, as long as the front remained static and quiet,
was not highly critical, After the opening of the offensive,

' the position was radically. changed, The almost uniform

concensus of all J.n‘l:ell:l.gence reports supported the idea that
the largest factor in the collapse of enemy trensport after
D-Day was due to the breskdown of local.distribution
immediately behind the front. This, in turn, was due to the
progressive removal of transport from the front areas in order
to satisfy the requirements of the peninsuler supply routes.
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In short, the denial of railway routes in this latter area

" caused the enemy to over-commit his limited motor transport

facilities in the zone of communicationse The weight of the
Allied ground offensive and the speed of its advance made it
impossible for the enémy to readjust his motor transport in
time to cater adequately for his local requirements in the
combat zones Ultimately, this factor resulted in the
destruction of a large part of his motor transport force and

relative paralysis in large areas of the combat sone.

Lessons learned from Air Participation in the Spring Offensive
and in Operation 'Strangle's

. The Deputy Air Commander-in-Chief summarised the part that
air power had played in the break-through and might be expected
to play in similar circumstances in other theatres.  Although
the document occasionally over-simplifies for the sake of
clarity, it is one of the most concise and informed works of
its kind and shows considersble lucidity and grasp of the
essentials of war. -

The text is given virtually complete at Appendix he &= It

-will suffice here to recapitulate its main points. It opened

by exposing the things that 'Diadem' had proved air power could
not be expected to do. It could not by itself defeat a highly
organised and disciplined army, whether it had, or virtuelly
lacked, air supports It could not by itself enforce a with-
drawal by drying up the flow of essential supplies; so long as
the Germans were not being forced to expend ammunition and fuel,
vehicles etc, at a high rate, they could maintain stocks at the
essential minimums It could not prevent entirely the movement
of reservess In short, it could not absolutely isolate the
battlefield from enemy supply or reinforcement; nor, on the
other hand, could it absolutely guarantee the immunity of our
forward formations, back areas, ports, bases, airfields or
convoys against the occasional air attack or reconnaissances

What it had done since 15 March was to make it impossible
for a highly organised and disciplined army to offer prolonged
resistance to our determined ground offensive in country ideal
for defence; it had turned an orderly retreat into a partial

- rout and temporarily rendered the German army ineffective as a

fighting forces The army alone would not have been able to
achieve thise The report enlarged on the immunity all
branches of our own ground forces pessively enjoyed,
irregardless of any enemy air threat, thanks entirely to our
domination of the air, as well as on the priceless air -
reconnaissance reports on which their advance was plammed and
executede The air contribution made the break~through possible

" and delgyed and disorganised the movement of reserves. (4

Vindication of broad Frinciples of Conduct of Air War in Italy.

The progress and conclusion of Operations 'Strangle' and
'Diadem' established' firmly two principles already adopted in
the theatre, It will be realised that these principles must
be.accep’ced as true and successful in that theatre, but not of
universal application in their entirety. The first was ‘the

- current form and expression of the principle of teamwork

between independent ground and air ‘commands which had been

(1) In particular, the delay imposed on the movement of the
Hermana Goering Division was fatal.
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born in the Desert cempaigns and developed through Tunisia,
Sicily and the early months in Italy. The Spring battle of
1944 established more clearly than-ever the efiiciency and
harmony resulting from the integration of co-equal gfound and
air forces working in harmony towards a common end. 1)

The other principle was that of the method of rail
interdiction, accepted as the primary air task and translated
into terms of action by an emphasis on- the cutting of bridges
and viaductse In addition to the technical case for inter=-
diction put up by experts within M.A.A.F. it will be recalled
that, as given in the section in Volume I on the Interdiction -

~ Zuckerman controversy, prominent Italian railway officials
had testified to the greater efficacy of interdiction, on the
grounds that the Germans were seldom using marshalling yards
as the Allies believed they would, and the damage thereto,
although apprecieble, hit the civilian supply system harder
than the German military machine., Although it had been
intended to intensify attacks on rail centres by strategic
bombers, in practice the programme achieved nothing like
continuity, owing to the magnetic pull of the Pointblank air
programme end the Americans' insistence on the importance of
‘destroying oil targets.

Estimate of the The results of what operations had been carried out led
Situation - Rail the Strategic Air Force to support the contention regarding the
Communications dubious nature of the results of marshalling yard attacks on

in N, Ttaly H,Q., the tactical gituation, These results were minutely analysed
15th Air Force, by the S.B.S.(2) 0ffice of the PFifteenth Air Force Detachment

11 June 1944 at Bari, They pointed to the current German strategy of
(A.H,B./I1J41/1, using minor yards, or routeing military traffic straight through
Vol,VII, - the big ones,(rendering it increasingly difficult to catch

Tab 'CC'). concentrations of 'pay! traffic) and of using available

bypasses. If interdiction were successfully continued,
marshalling yards might, however, on account of enforced
concentrrtions, increase in importance as targets. In any
case, any attack on transport (except at the moment of a peak
load when all facilities are required) must be sustained over
a period of at least three weeks and, except for periods of
heavy fighting, probably for about six weeks before tangible
results could be expeoted to be produced on the enemy supply
position,  From these and points made in the preceding
epitomes of the reports of other units it will be seen that it
was clear to many if not all concerned that a sound bombing
policy against communicotions should not be over~simplified;
it called for a balance of all the factors involved, including
the geographic, the economic and the military.

The Need for -a ‘stronger Night Sombing Force and Change of
Night Tactics.

M.A.A.F. Opera- During 'Strangle' and 'Diadem', the entire burden of
tions in Support maintaining the interdictory programme at night fell on two

of 'Diadem!. squadrons of R.A.F. Bostons and two squadrons of R.A.F,
(A.H.B./TI1J11/1, Baltimores. The Wellingtons, - also part of No, 205 Group -
Vol, VII) conformed to the general plans of Fifteenth Air Force, but
De0.0ps. Minute carried out valuable attacks on the west coast ports, so )
to CeA.Se On reducing the flow of seaborne supplys The joint contribution,

above.,. (AsHeB,/ though relatively light and only partially successful, made
I1311/1,VolVIL)s , YT >

1) Refer to Appendix 4.
2) Strategic 3ombing Survey,
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possible continuity of a kinde The recognition that its weight

wes inadequate had, it will be recalled, been a complaint in
the theatre from the first. Now the conclusion was inescapable.

" MoAJA.F. reaffirmed it in their sumary of the Spring operations

and pointed out the need for the United States Army Air Force -

 to begin to broaden its operational policy of day bombing to

include night operations. That this was to some extent
appreciated appears clearfromthe early decision to convert an
Americen light bomber group to night operations. -

The .r'eport was exaﬁined by the Director of Overseas

| Operations, Air Ministry, who pointed to the conclusion that

although the squadrons in question were worthy of the highest
praise % it was felt they were inadequate for the taske If
e

- complete interdiction of supply routes, both by sea and land

were desired, it was essential to build up a strong tactical
night bomber force. . .

A strong light was thrown at this time on the question of
diffusion of the Wellington effort, and it became apparent that
although No.205 Group were the best judges of what they could
do in any given circumstances and how to do it, it was probable
that by carefully planning periods of stand-off, a maximum
effort on single targets would achieve more in the long run than
several smaller ef’f‘ssrts on the same dates They had been given
too many targets.(!) This was in line with the tendency already
noted in favour of weight and saturation in attack by other
aircraft categoriese It did not apply to fighter bombers, but

it did, with more force, to medium bombers.

AIR PARTIGTPATION IN THE CAPTURE OF ELBA

Strategic Considerations

Elba and Pianosa Islands(2)

The island of Elba is situated between Corsica ~ 30 miles
away = and Italy, from. which it is separated by a narrow channel

- no wider, between Cape Pero on Elba and Piombino on the

mainland, than five miles.  Its greatest length is about nine-

teen miles, its average width three to four miles, with three
~ headlands where the width increases up to about tenmiles, The

general conformation is broken, rising to 5,000 feet at Monte
Capanne in the Weste Of the other islands in the Ligurian

‘Archipelago, only Pianosa was held by the Germans.

Strategic Importance of Elba and Pianosa

In November 1943, Allied attention began to centre on
Elba, General Giraud proposed the mounting of a small
reconnaissance in.the islande The Commander-in-Chief agreeds
That and four other missions were carried out in the period up
to June 1944, with the object of securing intelligence reports
on the defencess(3)  The Joint Intelligence Committee at
Allied Force Headquarters began a study of Elba at about the.

(1) Letter from D/Air Ce-in=Ce to A¢O«Ce Noo 205 Group ReA.F.
26 tiny 1944  (AeH.Be/I131/90/4(B).

(2) 'L'Ile d'Elbe's . Article.in Revue Historique de 1'Armee.
Noe L - Service Historigue French Army H.Q.

(3) A.883 M.)A.C. to AuCeP., 6 Nove 1943 (A.H.B./II31/90/4(B),
Encle 1a ® .
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same time as that of General Giraud's proposal and summarised
its strategic importance in the following terms.(1) So

long as the front remained south of Rome, the Germans would
retain their hold on Elba, since it enabled them to send
coastal shipping from northern ports to Piombino, San Stefano
and Civitavecchia, The increase in the weight of Allied air
attack on land communications enhanced the value of German
coastal shipping without being able to stop it. The loss of
Elba would seriously affect the supply of the enemy armies.
Its possession denied the Allies a forward base for carrying
out harassing amphibious attacks against the mainland.

If we took it, the Germans would probably attempt its
recaptures This would involve commitments ~ for the Allies
who held it and had to cover it from the mainland with ground
and air forces, and for the Germans who needed ite Enemy
air operations at that time might be on a fairly serious scale,
This paper was submitted with some hesitation, for everyone
in mind the unfortunate fate of Kos and leros. '

The Air Forces agreed on the strategic value of the island,
but were apprehensive that the Allied navies and ground forces
might, in the event of its capture, call for a continued air
cover just when the ground and air forces in Italy were in the
middle of their Spring offensive, It was made quite clear on
7 April that there could be no commitment for standing . ’
pa.i:rolxe‘..('2 With this proviso the tentative date of 25 May
wes fixed for D-Day for planning purposes and !Brassard' chosen
as the code name for the operation. Allied Armies in Italy
remained sceptical to the end as to the advisability of the
operation,

The advantages of a complementery attack on Pianosa
Island would be to enable us to install radar, shorten future
convoy routes to Elba, organise an emergency landing ground
-and ingtall anti-aircraft equipments It was known that a
lending ground existed, but the idea of organising it or apother:
was dropped soon after,

French Air and Army Command

Reorganisation of the French Armed Forces

In April 1944, the French Committee of National
Liberation reorgenized the command of the French armed forces,
assuning for itself the general direction of the wer and
appointing its President, General Charles de Gaulle, as Chief
of the irmed Forcess3)  The post of Commander-in-Chief,
held by General Giraud, was abolished and the latter offered
the post of Inspector General of the Army. This he refused
and withdrew to the active reserve without appointment, A
new General Staff of National Defence, under General M.E.
Bethouart as Chief of Staff, was created to command the French

(1) JeIeCo (AsF.) note to JePeSe 20/43, 22 Nove 1943,
(A.H.B./1131/90/45, Encl, 2B),

(2) JeCeSe1291 M.A.A.Fs 7 April 1944e (AlH.B./ILJ1/90/
45, Encl. 5a)

(3) He assumed the powers accorded to a French Premier by the
law of 11 July 1938, (Ref: Letter Bethouart to Gemmell,
17 April 194 AeF,HeQe memo, 20 April 1944 = G=3
A.F.HeQe File 37/4, Vol,I). (Cobinet Historical Archives).
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armed forces, Thus ended the long Giraud - de Gaulle conflict
for control of the ¥rench armed forces, - '

In view of an é.greement of December 1943 which contem-
plated the use of a French field army in the invasion of
Southern Franoe, General de Gaulle appointed General de Lattre

. de Tassigny as commander of a new French Army 'B', comprising

all field foroces nominated for the operation and for 'Anvil,'
The Supreme Allied Commender Mediterranean accepted the concept
of the establishment of a French army headquarters as soon as
the two French corps contemplated for use were ashore in Elba.

‘French Inolgsion in the Chain of Command

When the invasion of Elba was being planned, A+F.H.Q.
considered direct communication with the French commander
necessary., General De Gaulle and the French Committee of
National Liberation were unalterably determined to maintain the
principle that French troops should operate under French
commend; consequently General de Lattre de Tassigny made it
clear to A.F.H.Q. that unless he was included in the chain of
commend,. the commander on Corsica would not accept orders or
be able to carry out the invesion of Elbas  The Supreme
Allied Commander agreed to his inclusion, and they worked out
a procedure whereby de Lattre de Tassigny's staff approved all
An organiza-
tional chart of the French ‘¢hain of command as it stood at the
end of April 194l is.given at Appendix 6.

Having recorded; the devélopments in the relations between
A.F.H.Q. and the French, an outline of the French air organiza-
tion will now be given. '

The French Air Forgé

Reference to the chart at Appendix 7 will explain how the
15 French squadrons operating in the Mediterranean theatre
fitted into the various commends and with what equipment. The

. hierarchy of the French Air Force itself with the squadrons

under command of the Escadres(!) is also made clear, Although
the ‘movement was at the time quite logically in the direction
of autonomy, the French Air Force conformed in all operational
matters to the orders of Mediterranean Allied Air Forces and
there is no trace of any major difficulties. A brief history
of French air rearmement is given at Appendix 8, ‘

" It was in keeping with the increasing perticipation of
verious .friendly nations in. the Buropean war on the Allied side
and the steady return of French prestige that the role of the
French Air Force in Operation 'Brassard' should be marked, even
if limiteds French air squadrons were therefore an integral
part -of the convoy protection by Coastal Air Force and of the

Thunderbolt attacks before and during the capture of Elba.

(1) The equivalent of & R.A.F, Wing or U.S.AskeF. Groups
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Plans

Planning, Orgenization and Command for Operation 'Brassard'

Initial planning was carried out at A.F.H.Q. in Algiers,
detailed plenning by Force 255 in Corsica, The commenders
nominated were Lieutenent General H, Martin, (French Commander
of Allied Ground Forces in Corsica) with Brigedier General

in command of the ground forces landing in Elba; Rear

Admiral T, Troubridge R.N. in command of the light naval foroces;

and Colonel T, G D'Arcy, Commanding General 87th Fighter Wing
(acting under command of the G, G. Tactical Air Force), in
commaend of the air forces.

Air Operational Directive

On 16 April, Colonel T, C, D'Arcy was allotted responsi-
bility for the conduct of air operations by day in close
support of the operation until the island was captured. For
planning purposes he was to assume that he was to control
57th Fighter Group (plus No, 2/5 French Squadron), Nos. 322 and
251 ReA.F, Spitfire PFighter Wings, and half a Tactical
Reconnaissance Squadron, If required, additional supporting
forces from 57th Bombardment Wing were available, Protection
of assault shipping to within five miles of the assault area,
night fighter protection to the operation and night air pro-
tection of the island after capture, as well as general
assistance in the conduct of the operation, were the
respansibility of Coastal Air iorce.

Outline Air Plan

The task of the Tactical Air Force was threefold; to
neutralise enemy air forces likely to interfere with the
operation, to provide air cover by day over the assault area
end assault shipping lying off it and close air support to the
ground forces, Any medium bomber support necessary was to be
provided by 57th Bombardment Wing, without prejudice to the
normal authority of its own Commending Generals The order of
battle and location of Tactical wnits(1) are shown in the
footnote. While the headquarters of 87th Fighter Wing was to
remain in Bastia, Colonel d'Arcy was to establish a command
post alongside the Army and Naval H.Q's in an L.C.H.(2)

Tmmediately prior to D~-Day, a bombing programme, with the
object of neutralising enemy air forces, including
reconnaissance wnits, was to be implemented. An airborne
operation « proposed by the French - might be directed against
Elba and another against Pienosa, with the object in the latter
case of capturing the island and installing a G.GI. Seetim for
night fighter control. These airborne operations were,

(1) (310th Gp =~ 4 Sqns (B~25) Ghisonaccia
57th Wing éjl..Oth Gp - 4 Sans (B~25) Alesan
321st Gp - 4 Squs (B-25) Solenzara

87th Wing (57th Gp - 3 Sans (P-47) Alto
(322nd Wing - 4 Sqns (Spits) Poretta
251 Wing ~ 3 Sqns (Spits) Poretta
é—% TAC/R Sqn -~ % Sqn (Spits) Poretta.

(2) Lending Craft Headquarters,
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however, not feasible until 17 June on account of other

commitments, There was to be no fighter protection after a
successful operation; the French were to rely on their own anii-
aircraft defences, ‘ S '

As regerds fighter cover, the limits of Coastal Air Force's
responsibilities up to D-Day have been given, 87th Fighter
Wing planned a programme of fighter effort over the assault area
and shipping within five miles of it, = iHor three days, the Wing
was to provide standing patrols, Thereafter, cover duties
reverted to Coastal Air Force as part of the normal commitment
of the air defence of Corsica, A small forward fighter control
was to be set up in Elba, linked with the Combined Operations
Room at Bastia, for the .receipt of broadcasted warning of the
approach of hostile aircraft, gained from radar situated in
Corsica and/or Pianosa, S

Methods of calling for close air support were to be worked
out in deteil with the army stafi. The existing Air/Sea Rescue
arrangements in Corsica were to be extended to cover Operation
'Brassard's Artillery reconnaissance was planned to assist the
three supporting naval gunboats, '

Air Bombing Priorities

Ambitious plans were discussed and elaborate preparations
made for a far greater air participation in the operation than
was actually carried oute In view of the bitter opposition
from the defences in the event it is important to study triefly
the full bombing plan and its priorities, checking positions on
Figure 3, so that when the narrative of the assault is
terminated, comperisons may be mede between what the air forces
actually accomplished, and what they might have accomplished and
a decision made as to whether a more effective contribution
could not have been made to the combined operation with the
forces available,

In the preliminary discussions of a full-scale air bombing
plan, the Air Force considered that in order to obtain worth~
while results, approximately 1000 tons of bombs should be
droppeds . A list of eleven objectives{l) in order of importance

_was drawn up, the most important (in the French Commsnder's

opinion), being the defences on the beach of Marina di Campo, in

-Planosa village, at Punte di Cempo and the radar station there,

guns at Enfola, and guns, searchlights and radar in the Porto

Longone area. . This intensive bombing plan, as has been

explained, was abandoned, its possible adventage being
unenimously outweighed, before the event, by what seemed the
paramount need for tactical surprises The actual word used by

the three Commanders was that it was cor;sidered !inopportune's

Summary of the Army and Navy Plans

Operation ‘Bragsardtwas defined as an assault on the island
of Elba(2) with the object of seizing and holding it. The
assault force was the 9th Division Infanterie Coloniale, A
further 3,000 men were held in Bestia as reserve, The plan of
attack was considered in two phases « Pre-H Hour and H Houre
The first phase consisted of five separate landings. The two

1; Shown on Figure 3 (hatched areas Nos. 1~11),
2) Refer to Figure 3 for all locations.
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main landings of this preliminary phase were to be by detach-
ments of Commandos at beaches adjacent to the Gulf di Cempo
and on either side of Cape Stella respectively, both with the
object of neutralising gun positions. Three other small
parties were to land near Toro on the north coast at Gulf
della Biodole with the object of capturing the enemy H.Q. at
Villa Nepoleone(1) and, lastly, south of Point Moncone,

At H Hour, the main assault was to go ashore on the larger
beach in the Gulf di Campo,(1) (between Marina di Campo -and
Cape La Foce). All forces were to advance north and east and
overrun the island. Simultaneously, a force of some 200 men
were to assault Pienosa Island, Naval forces are shown in the
footnote, (2)

Changes in the Plan due to the Course of the Land/Air dar

In spite of repeated representations by H.Q. Allied

Armies in Italy that the troops would do better employed in
'end-run' operations in Italy or leap-frog amphibious assaults,
the Supreme Commander held to the plan to employ them first

for the capture of Elba, then (based in Corsica), for an opera-
tion such as the landing in the South of lrance, He held that
there need be no fatal diversion of air effort from the land
campaign since the main tactical air task was in any case to

‘disrupt communications (which included coastal shipping).

Coastal traffic was steadily increasing and up to mid-April
the combined efforts of the navy and air forces had failed to
stop it. .

By 16 May, it was realised that training and preparations
would not be far enough advenced by the tentative date of
27 May; nor was it certain that the planned offensive would
be far enough advanced to cover the situation arising from the
island's capture. 'Brassard' was therefore postponed until
mid-June, the next favourable moon period.

The French were strongly in favour of a parachute drop on
the low ground S.E., of Porto Ferraio., There were doubts
whether aircraft would be available; however, the French
carried training to an advanced stage and promising moves were
made to secure Dakotas for the task, Right up to 12 June, it
was 'scheduled to take place, when it was suddenly cancelled.
Although not actually part of the original plen approved by
the French, they hed pinned great hopes on its execution.

%1 ; Refer to Figure 3 for all locations.
2 No: Type
40 ' LeCeTe
42 LeCete (L)
3 . LeCeHs
36 L‘ Cc Ao
3 Flotillas M,T.B., and .G.B.
15 M. L.
3 Gunboats
9 Minesweepers
1 L. CelMs
8 L.C.Ge
4 LeCo Py
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