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cw o THE  CAMPATGN -IN GREEGE
. SEOTTON:T
THE IBSPATCH OF THE R, A.F. _T0_GRERCE

Allied Hog_e_s :.n the Ba.‘l.kans. |

At the time of the Ba.ttle of‘ France the Chiefs of

glogszléao) u.z | Staff Comm:.ttee formed the opinion that it would be a
British intcrest that the Balkans should becoms a.

theatre of war. "Now that ItaJ,y has entered the war
against us" they reported “there is l:.ttle doubt tha.t
any military rel:.ef however small, which we could
obta:.n from a divers:l.on in the Bailcans would be to our
immed:.a.te a.dva.ntage vee A From the economic point of

” v::.ew, the. advantages of spread:ng the war to the

Balkans are ©, on a short-term view, very considerable",

's-"

‘ Ae it was at that t:.me their opinion that for economic
reasons “Gema.qy w:J.l 'be in danger of collaps:mg in
1941" these short-term calculations were adjudged to

be of great a.mportance.
It was the opn_n:.on of the Committee that from

.

sﬁilw reasonings the Germa.ns were anxious to prevent
the spread of war to the Balka.ns. Italian :l.nterests
_were, however ’ quite. d::.fferent. Italy hadlher own
b:.t:n.ons in the Balka.ns, and for reasons of prestige
it was h:.ghly :unporta.nt for her to win a victory where
she magined that she could to set against German

victories. Therefore » On October 28th 1940 Italy

o prcsented to G-reece an ult:tmatum, which the Greek
t ’ =
Pres:.dent of the Counc:.l, General Metaxas, accepted as

(]

~

a declaration o:f‘ war.
On April 30th 1941 the last of the Br:.tlsh troops

were evacuated from the Greek mainland, The Greek

campaign wa.s, therefore s & campa:.gn of almost exactly

six months, The campaign falls naturally into two
~ /unequal parts =
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vocat:.ve to Germany, mth the hope that, in spite of

..'2;.
unequal parts = the first five of the six months , during

which Greece was at wai only with Italy, and Yugoslavia

was e;till» neutral ~ the last three weeks, following on

the Geman deelare.tn.on ‘of war on Yugoslav:.a. and Greece

" on April 6th‘-'¢'.- The Gexman intervention in the Balka.ns ‘

forqed Qp Buitish au“ohom,t;es aimilitary polioy quite

P e

different i‘rom that of the earlier months. _
! L , ’I ,'&,‘ f;.u.‘ JJGJ-J.JJ»- . M/

.KE long as Greece was at war with Italy the G-reek

Govermnent had no msh at all to see the BI‘:L't:LSh Arrry'

L lel et el

) on the ma.'mla.nd of' Greece. The great Greek eohee:é'n

was ’co avo:n.d any aot:.on tha.t might be considered pro-~

Italy's bell:.gerenoy, Gemany ma.gh‘c still remain neutral
towards her. The party n.n pow'er was opposed to the

Ven:.zel:.st Party (the pro-'-allled party of the last war).

AT

o Wh:.le rhetoﬁ.c for forelgn conswn_p’clon was sometmes

T

allowed to mdulge in some oonventlonal eulogies on

o ce
gt

demOc:raoy, the helne propaganda cons:.stently stressed

“bhe truth that the oountry owed its strength to its

T .;3"' £

da.cta-bozin.al Government wh:.ch ru‘chelessly suppressed

the mtolerable party le‘J-SlOnS of Greek parliamentare

| the son of ng Conetantme and a Gexrman mother, With /

:.a.n::.smo The Greek leaders 'before the war had had no

e natural host:.llty towards German;y, and the regime was

generally con51dered as pro-German. . General Metaxas

had rece:wed h:Ls ml:.tery tra:ming in Germany, passing
out::top from the German Staff College. The King, Y

—~—

though he had l::.ved in England :m his exile, was yet

the coming of the Anglo-Ge:cman War, General Metaxas

had ta.ken a f:mn a:nd d:.gn:.fled line tmvards PLro=

German :.ntrlgues, end at the t:x.me of the fall of
b

France had made :|.t clea:r that, unl:.ke Rumanla, Greece

would never renounce the Br:.tlsh guarantee which she

et /had, accepted
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had accepted in easier dsys.

Mhe German legation at Athens had let it be known
unofficially that the Greek Government could

. ea.siiy obtain grace and .fa.vpgr by renouncing the
British gﬁarantee and a.coeptingtwo pro-German

- politicians in the Council of Ministerse - The

Sir Michael - President of the Council made it clear that he, -
Palairvet to | .
- Fe0NOs7130 categorically, refused to do eithér."

21‘.8.'4-0. ' ‘

Metaxas' Sympathies.

Even in the worst days of British forfune, ‘ . “
General Metaxas, o shrewd j.udge,i always thought that
Germany would be defeated in the end, but he had no .)
illusion tha1:: il Greece beoaxﬂg involved in war w:Lth
- G'_ermaﬁy that end would only gome after a long Germen
occupation of Greece and the gfeatest devastation and
suffering, .Tﬁe King shared h.'J.s courage‘a-,and.pa.t;iotism,
though other members of thevlikoyal Family were ‘lesg. e

1
decided( ),

-

Oontempt of Italya

. On the other hand, towards Italy there was a Acon-'h-,:}' ..
tempt .that Was more deep—-s’elai';e'd‘. than hostility. Even '
those who were not so optimistic as to expect to avoid
war with Germany altogether, rightly saw that it was

‘ va.‘bal :':'E‘o;i:' Greék prestige t;) postpone that Awar as iong
as possiblei‘i.- to-postpone iﬁ until the Greeks had shown
that fcheg} were at least a match for the. Ttalisns snd

v .

_/ned proved”

(1) "The Crown Princess told the Naval Attache a few days ago that.she

Sir Michael

Palairet to

F .0 .NO . 6 67
15,8440

hoped England and Germsny would soon make a just peace. as if either .

side were beaten she visualised the vanquished rising again;in.l ... ..

twenty yearse I do not think this represents the Kir 'S'V'leWs but
I imagine the Crown Prince would agree, He and his wife probably

* visuelise -a Germany purged of Nami-ism with whom'we could come to

terms, The Crown Princess even suggested a division of the French,
Empire betweeén England and Germany, At the end, she said she spoke
only for herself, but it was evident that she was repeating the views .-
held by others, saying "We think! sometimes and §I think" other times." -



b
had prowféd';'theﬁzsiéIVeé" .{:he fix;s;t"néf':ii.on of continental
‘Burope %o throwba.ck the:é.t’cack' of a totalitarian a.ggres.é#
6r. Therefore the only" service which the Greeks would
accept from the Brité.Sh Arnwn.n these early months was
" "tﬁé;'f:gécﬁpatio'n ofCrete - essehfial if a naval base was
" fo be sstablished at Suda ﬁay ‘a5 was requirved if the
British were to exercise 'éfi.‘eéccive control of the |
| There was rot the" same*reﬂ.uc*tance to allow the
U RJAF, to ’1ana§‘upoh'5che Greek mainland, The Greek Air
*Force' was very small(z). ~ Such es it was; well though
it fought ,:' it was soon almost énﬁii:-eiy destroyed, Un=
* fortunately ﬁﬁéif"'épei‘.éa.tidnél tra.:x.n:.ng and higher

" Pirection were woefully week with the result that al-

DO/MLélB. .« though the pilots put up several gallant shows they
13212440, " were not really used intelligently, -Had the Greeks

had no help from the R.A.F. the Italians must have had
umhallenged command of thé air and the success of the
Greck resistance to'the Ttalien attack would have been
far more doubtful, -

- : |  /Appeal for-
@) Fstimates of the strength of the Greek Air'-I‘.‘orce"Were:
(2)-By the Air Steff on November 3rde, _
‘ Fighters 24 PZLs. (an obsolete type similar to the Gladiator)

| 5 Bloch 151 . o o

Anti- 1 Regte and 12 A.A. Btys, for the whole Athens and Piraeus area

Aixweft ] Regte and 1 Btye in the Larissa ares and for the aerodromes of -
Tatod and Eleusis, o .

~ (b) At the outbresk of the Grego-ltalian wars
B.AF.G, Bombers 1 Sqdn, of 8 Blenheims Fighters 3 Sqdns. PZLs.gG_-B a/o
“Form 540 - - -1 Sqdn, of 11 Battles 1 Sqdn, Blochs) each
Appe& Novet0, - 1 Sqdn, of 7-Potez-63 - - - -1k Henschel 126 - R
S.7080 (o) On Nov, 16th General Metaxas said that the Greeks had 6 fighters
DO/AML/15(d) On Nove 24th Air Chief Marshal Longmore informed CeAeSet
Part I 5la "Dheir Air Force now includss sbout 60 a/c of verious types half
end 52a. . fighters and half bombers seesss’ T .
On Dec. Mth: *Gréek Aiv Force &t present numbers sbout 50 aircraft
wesses to which we have now &dded 12 Gladiators Is."
(e) On Dec. 13th Sir Michael Palairet informed the Foreign Office that’
there were only 14 bombers and 18 fighters ready for action.
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Appeal for ReA.Fs Asslstance.

The Greeks therefore sent an urgent appeal for
a cont:mgént of the R.A.F. to 'be sent to. the:xr |
as‘s:.st’ance. | Sir Michael Palan.ret » our mnlster in
Athens, was impatiente On September 2k, before the
Italian attack, he telegraphed "we have up to date
nelther 'been able to supp]y arms nor promise military
o_r air support, A8 T repqrted many months ago, the
Greeks do not desire a well-sounding elgitaph with a
promise of i"esur-rection at ‘s _eventual peace‘ settle=

men'b but want means to be able to defend themselves."

~On Octqber 30, he telegraphed "'B'mglble .:upport should

be given at once, ~ Three days of war have passed and

so far there is no visible sign of British aircraft,

troops or ships wese Although Greek morele is still
‘excellent comment is alféad;w-lbud about absence of
‘our aircraft wesss AeOuCo-in-Chief «so October 28 s.ss

‘ himself (referred,) suggestion of bombing Taranto and

Br:l.nd:Lsn. f‘rom Eleus:.s and asling whether Greeks would

welcome this «esees After consultation with Greeks

we replled. they would of course warmly welcome it,

It 11 be disastrous (J.f we?) now back out of

proposals made by ourselves to GreekS ivess IF this

' is done aircraft should fly low over Athens on:journey

to or from Eleusis (?) =0 as to be -seen by one seventh
population of Greece who live there," In face of
the Greek sppeal the: hands of the authorities were
also, to some ex’cent, foroed by indiscreet boasting

at home. E The Military Attache in Athens reported

to the War Office on October 31lst "Public morale has

been almost too Highs Credence has been given to

wildest rumours which were, unfortunately, repeated

" Zy BeBeCe A4ll are convinced thet we are sending -

/aircraft and



DO/AML/9, -
Eno.h.lA. '

 DO/AML/15 Ence6h

LellekOs

: ,ClVllla.n populat:.on is to be kept up

~6-
aircraft and arms, and from aspect of morale, swing of
pu'bl:Lc opinion when Itallan we:.ght is felt and 1f we are

Pound to have done noth:.ng, szll be violent. Germans are

alrea.dy e@lo:.t:mg fﬁi"sr“irrm@mzpatim& B.B.c. has
_ recently la:Ld (sO) much cnrphas:.s on olir inoreasing air
. super:.or:.ty that it cen be “seid adthomtat:u.ve]y that

presence of a:Lr un:Lts in Grcece and the operatlons aga:.nst

Ital:.ans in Albanla are absolutely essentlal if morale of

, A:Lr Ch:Lef Marsha.l Longmore's Diffiecultys

A:Lr Chu.ef Marshal ‘Tongiore, Air:Officer Cormnanchng in ¢

.tho Middle East had always urgucd whilo -Grecce was still
o neutral, ’cimt no nireraft ould be apared from tho Middle -

. ,Eastem opera‘clons. He was Por frofi corplacent obout the

sn.tuatlon :m the Mn.c'idle East’ » even 4f there were: no, commit- -

nents N "A‘b preeent noment“ he signalleci on October 7 "I .
[3int not a'l: J.l confldnnt thet sufficiont air suppori cén be
g:won to h‘ry :i.n event 6P ‘sérious -Ttalien offensive possibly
backed 'by Germans from L:.bya. The’ Seoretary of State

for War (Mr.} Eden) “was, s it seems, "still unconvinced even
after Greece‘s entry 1n‘co the wars, "We cannot from

Middle East resources Sencl suff':.c:.en‘c air or land reins

forcements to have any dec:..;::.ve influence upon course of

[y

R fighting n.n Greece ," he reported ",ess To send such forces

. from here (:L.e. M:dele East) ar to direct reinforcements

now on their weay or approved would imperil our whole
position in the Midale Bast and jeoperdise plans for

of‘fenmve operat:.ons now 'be:mg laid in more than one

.theatre Xy Ba.d strategy to allow ourselves to be

d:wer'bed f‘rom our task vrees The best way in which we

can help Greece :|.s by str:lm.ng at ‘Itely and we can do
that more. effect:.vely from artas where our strength has

been developed over a long per:.od and where our. plans are

-t L
.

/lald. " ¢ e .‘o.
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- laid," "All three C's.-:n_n-c, oons:.der tha.t from

¥ [N

the stra’cegn.oal point of view the securlty of Bgypt

. is & more urgent commitment and must take precedence

DO,/!n‘ﬂIa/lﬁ.,Enco 11A . . .. of commitnents to prevent Greece from 'be.;i.ng overrun;..
3011021-0. ' ‘ ) '

it is also essential if we are to retain the support

of Turkey."

N ‘The First RefF, Reinforcement,

Dg/iu;ﬂwﬁg-S ‘Enc.lO0A . Adr Chicf Mershal Longmore expressed agreement
oll4U, ' ' .

with the Seorefary for War‘s"signal but signalled the
Ch:.ef of fir S’ca.i‘f on Novomber Lth "If War Cabinet
dzcide Shek nol:.tlcal consideration override recoms -
menéaticns erd views therein (i.ee in the Secretary
DO/AML/9 TEnc. 724 of State's telegram to the War Office) contained and
order increase'd air assistance from Middle East, I
would FrOpose to send. No,8+ Blenhe:un I Squadron, Am
already arranging for "D’elllngtons from No,70 Squadron
to undertake. night operations o.ga:n.nst Adriatic ports
using Gr,ek aerodromw for reﬁlellmg, Arrangements
in hand Jor this. Chief danger of add:.ng to Greek
commitments at expense of Egypt is miscaloulation of
date by which any such dissipation of forces can be
mode good by promised re:n.nforcemnnts. ‘Earnestly' i
hope I shall not be called upon to provide any further
fighters from hereo," In view of the language that
'\,.\ Despntch Part 1 hed been used by Sir Michael Palairet and others he
Scce 230 '
' came to agres that some measure of assistance to
) e . Greece Was :Lnevn.ta'ble. "On the :anas:.on of Greece
by the Italians from Albania on October 28“bh“ ’ he
wrote "it was found that we could no longer withhold
some r:.ea.sure of air support to the Greeks, and were
comnitted to send a’c least a token force," "It
DO/AML/2 Encesd had become. absolutely essential to send token force

3101040~ '
to Crecce even at the cxpense of my forces here' he

/'bOld COAQS. |
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£01d CeheS, at the t:_im‘e.? He therefore sent a Blenheim I
© {Nee30) .Sqguadron - not No,& as criginally ‘suggeéted - and -
received the warmest congr'atulatioﬂs of the Prime Minister
Dg/ﬁm/g " Ence34h for doing so, "I hope to reinforce you as soon as possible"
wLelOe ‘the Prime Minister promised, g am grieved that the imm
. perative dema.nds of the Greek situation and its vitgi ire-
DO/AML/9 - portance to the Middle East should have disturbed yéur
Enc.954. : .
arrangements at this exceptionally_,eritical time" he

telegra@_ied to him in apology on November 13.

“ The Maintenance Problem

DO/RML/2 -Enc.B'ZA ' M have not the least idea of how I shall maintain
2oL ok0s th::.s squedron at Athens, if the Greeks last more than ten
days," Adr Chief Marshal Longmore conflded to Sir Charles
fortal. There was "naturally consternation, particularly
with the Axrfoassaapij" at the consequent weakening of the
~ defences of'EQ;pt. But, so fer from being the end, he had
eirer& ‘resson-to fear that this was but the beginning of the
demands on him, . The Military Attache at Athens was indeed
rebtﬂcéd f‘bf ha{ring in any way countensnced the suggestion
that a ma.l:.ta:cy force would follow the air forces The
Chiefs of Staff telegraphed to the Br:.t:.sh Militaery Mg_ssn.on
AJMy file ' at _Athens‘on November 9, "You are entirely wrong in
S¢7080 Ences5A . - , o : .
supposing that wind is blowing in direction of possible
< dsspétch' of British militery forces to Greek mainlend, end
you are expressly forbidden by any work or suggestion of
yours to imply such a course is contemplated, To arouse
. f’alse hopes would be da.sastrous. But they also mede it
AJMLFile S, 7041 obmus thet in the air they would not be content with a
roo6h “tbken" forces "It has been decmded," ran their
telegram of November k4, "to give Greece the greatest.
possible mé.terial a_nd; moral support' a‘l;_., the earliest
possible ‘momeril’c. Impossible for anything from the
‘United Kingdom to arrive in time. Consequently, oz'uy"_

/course is
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-
course is to draw upon the resources in Egypt and to
replace them from United Kingdom as soon as possible e
ees It is fully appreciated that this plen will leave
Egypt thin for a period, Every endeavour is being mede
to ke this period as short as possible," Ar
Chief Marshal Longmorc was .alazméd;. He by no means
agreed to the i)olicy .of permanently "milking" the
Middle East to maintain the forces in Greece., He
‘reoommended a seperate establishment for Greece with

its omn reinforcements,

"Barbarity"

During November 1940 a force of L squadrons, 3
of Blenheims, (2 medium bomber, Nose84 and 211, and
one mixed medium bomber and two-sea.ter fighter, No,30) =
1 of Gladiator single-seater fightérs (Noo80) - were
despatched to Greeces Nose31l and 33 Air Stores Parks '
also arrived during Novenber and December and were
established a‘l; Daphnie No4ll2 Gladiator ngadron
followed on December 2 but the aircraft were handed
over to the Royal Hellenic Air Force, The British
force was known as Barbarity., On Novenmber 6th 1940
Air Vice Marshal D!'Albiac arrived in Athens to take

command of it,
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SECTION IT
NOVEMBER~DECEMEER 1940

The moriths of November and December were occ;upiéd
with the Italian advance on Metsovo, with the Greek
counter~attack to that advancé, which freed Greece of .
Italion troops by Noverber 15, 'ifvi.th the Greek ad.vancé
into Albania which by Decenber" Bhaﬂ. brought them to
thsv line I*IimarenTepelene-Kelc&i'g-Corovode-Pogradetz
and then, 'for the rest of the year, by a further Greek
attempt to advance again from thé.t line and capture
Valona, Berat and Elbasiafts They did nof sﬁcceed in
reaching these three objectives,

The Bonbing Controversy.

The first problem to be settled was that of the
method of assisting the Greeks, The Greek Air Force
had in the f:’u_ré,t few days of the. waxr been used in close
support. of the land forces in battle line ageinst the
Itelians, end it was the Greek proposal that the Rei.F.
force should be used in the same way, Bubt Adr Vice
Marshal D'Albiac argued that the force would render
much better service to the Greeks :.f, instead of
attacking the Italians and their equipment on the

r‘b&ttlefield’, it attacked them at the disembarkation

poz:ts and along the lines of comunication. The Air
- S+7080 Enc.354 Staff agreeds "Our experience in France" they sig-
- SollebiOe. nalled "proved direct support land forces best pro;-l
vic'ied. by attaék:ing lines of commmnication where con—-.;
gestion likely to be greatest and not necessarily in
battle areas” The situation Was not made any_~easier
by the fact that in this argument the British Militery
W/C,,Willetts S.A:8.0. Attache, General Blount, took the Greek Side.' " The

to A4V M D'Albiac to . . ) 4 .
S4A.S.0. ME, = issue was indeed in many ways rathexj an issue between

A dix A 3¢1lel06. S .
B}ﬁg\l'(}. Fofq;l 51:‘25'. the soldiers end the airmen than between the Greeks

/and the -
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and the British, The@reekcontenmon in its particular
spplication vvassimliai‘tbthatadvanced as a generalisation
wT s v uby Getieral W’a‘ve]l‘-iﬁ h::.s 'confro‘ve'.r»syfiwith Adr Chief Marshal
‘TLongmorg, - While'it was.true ‘that we had bonbed behind the
o I;Lnes in the g,Baftle of B‘ranoé s ~this-policy:had of course by
b img ' meems:‘been amiversally approved 'by the soldiers, and
- there was the inconvenient. certainty that, whether post hoo
" was propter hog or-not,-the. Battle of France was manifestly
‘not ‘a vivtory. . | |
- The "scldiers argued that the. Germans, in France as they
‘were to'do again.afferwards in-Greece, during a period of
attack concentrated their bombing oﬁ the battle fronte And
it seemed at that date:an elmost intolereble paradox to
argue that the Germaﬁs -did no’c uﬁdérstand the proper use
of air power, To-doy the conclusion can be more readily
accepted, * In war, as is ever, every medium has its proper
functions and it is an error to seek tol meke one weapon do
the work of anothers’ An aeroplang has not the exactitude
of a g, It has the adventages over gun of range and
mobility. To use an aeroplane as a gun is to use it for
" that for wh:.ch it'is less well fitted and to lose its use
for 'tﬁat for which it is bettei' fitted, -If a heavier
bombardment in the battle-lire isinceded, then what are
'neédéd‘are more guns pother than v-ﬁlorel aerOplanes(S).
But to lay this down as.o general rule does not of
course mean that at some particular orisis it may‘hot be' -
wise to use aeropleanss on' the bétﬂe-line. As a genéral
rule, it would be foolish to man: trenches with people who
had been specially trained .as .rvadio'opera,tors. At a
) particular crisis of &break~through _if might be the only
wey to save the -day. So ,."ailowlanc,efh&@ to be mde for L
‘ BB /Greek "" * |

9 e v v .

(3) For a general discussion of this principle of air warfare,-'.s‘é;é A::.rPower

and Armies by J.Ce Slessor, Oxford University Press.
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Greek temperament - for the possibility that for
reasons of morale it might 3t a ﬁarticular moment be'
more :meortan’c to show ther'G-Jv:'eelcs that they hed air
: ’;support than to uSe"ﬁhat sui:port in the most scienti-

fic way possible,

Greek Demand for BAttle-iine _S;lp;;ort;
N Air Vir.*;e M:;rshal D'Albiac promised that, should .
| there be a crisis through an Ttalisn breakw~through,
he would divert hlS borfib'e'rsv to the battle front., With
thﬁf promise the 'Greel:cs" Agreed that the general '
policy should be one-of attack on the porta Vand lines
“ohf; 'E:'omuniica’cior;.‘  Air Vice Marshal DiAlbiac “took
the opportuniﬁy of mékiné definite arrangenents where-
DO/AML/lg EnCo 2LA by operations of the'G'-reek' Air f‘orce are virtuelly
[ " under my direction", Thrgughdu’c November this policy
was pursied B5th by.-the Blenhei;m‘ day borbers, who
carried out 235 sortics, 56 of which were abortive
owing to.unfavourable .Werather(z‘k) a.r.u‘i"also by Wellingtons
of No.70 Sguadron, sent ‘over from Egyp‘t for night
‘ ﬂoxﬁbing in periods of moonlight, We at that time
DO/AML/15 Ence24A “ reliéd on the Greek Air Force f&r all photographic
7elleliOs o - Co
reconfhizigsance, , 7
By the Middle of November the first Ttalian
advance had been: étopped. On the 1lth of that month
-~ o A::.r Vice Marsh;i D'Albiac was sble to report "Have
tonight discussed militaiy situation with Greek
/Commender

(4) Tt was represented by Air Vice Marshal Drummond to Air Vice
Marshal D'Albiac from H,Q.M.E, "fou have been instructing Blenheim
pilots to turn back if there is insufficient cloud cover over the
target see. - The A.OQC.""in"Co oo thinks this turning effect on the
D/AQOC/morele. of pilotse He would therefore like you to authorise the pilots
2¢ to drop their bombs on some elternative target even though it may be
Enc.JA0f no particuler velue," ) o
29,1140, .
D/AOC/Air Viee Merchel D'Albiac agreeds
94 ‘
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Comnender in Chiei‘ and position is satisf‘actory. Line

reasonc..bly sta.ble and in certain sectors Ital:_ans are

re‘bm‘h}ng. If pos:;.t:.on continues satlsfactory it mll

enable me to extend ny operations further afield., Eight
or nine aircraft werc weather-bound (?) but increase
3 (?) 30 Squadron made ‘offensive reconnaissance Serempi -

Koni'spol' which k'prov:i.ded Royal Air Force valuable con=-

firmation Italisn inactivity. Employed one Wellington

to drop food~éu1;plies on Greek force isolated by break-
down in supply system. ' Th:.s request of Greek General
Staff was agreed to as I cons:.dered at this stage a
breakdown in morale on part of front might have un-
fortunate repercuss:.ons on whole l:r.ne. Operation success=-
fl.zllyvcm:Led out, ty No,?O Squadron as above (7).

Position noxs'r;”slatisf"abtb.xy.' Al aircraft and crews re-

turned,"

Crmt::.c:t.sms ‘of R, A.F. Bombmng Pol:u.cy.

I’c must be confessed that the s:.tuata.on appeared

" more wholly satisfactory to .A:LI‘ Va.ce Marshal D'Albiac than

to the Greeks. It was not w:l.th a very good grace that they

" hed accepted his policys. There was, as Adr Vice Marshal

DVATbiac put :.t, "what amoun’ced to a consp:.racy to- bring
unfair pressure to bear an you (A:.r Chief M arshal I.ongmore)
and Brltish Governmnt". He accused "Reuter's corres=

pondent" and an “unofficiel but influential Greek

‘syndicate." They would have preferred that the ReAoFe be

used to borb -the bat’cle front and thought that in leaving
that tesk to the Greeks they had left them the harder task.

Thus Air Commodore George, the Chief Air Attache in the

" Balkans, had to report on November 17th - "His Majesty

informed me this evening that plans- for ‘a big Greek
offensive agé.:i'nst Korcha (K.oritza) are-no'w ready, but

before. putting them into operat:.on :1.t w:.ll be necessary
' ' /to have
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to have air assiata.nce ﬁiﬁt"soﬁtﬁédsﬁzﬁéfbre attack

" takes place an& espec:.ally aga:.nst Ital:z.an r:edge now

facing Greek xight flank, He hza.d asked for R.AF,

assistance-and was told that only thres aircraft were

_ available, . The King was ve'iiv diéappd:ﬁzted. I have

_explained (after: consul‘ba‘tlon ‘with D'.Alb:.ac) difficul-

ties owing to small number of a;rcruft here and :me-

portance of" usmg what we have aga:mst other targets.

: H:Ls Majesty emlaa.ned Greek ulrcraft ave doing five to
six raids a day while aurs are only do:mg one;‘ H:Lé ,ff'f";:.'.

"A:Lr Force ‘are hara‘ssmg-the enemy’ at a1l po:.nts in

this sector, and some extra support would help to

. .complete task. Yesterday Greek Air Force des’croyed
10 aireraft in air and 16 on ground, the:.r own losses ,"_':

.were Do - :Todsy they have destroyed 5 Italians and

their own losses were 4, With- these losses and no .

rzsspa.reaf His Maaesty fears hlS Air Force vn.ll soon be

: :!nopera’clve and that we- shall then have to take over
-a8ll a:.r,qperatlons. He is most enxious that his Air

. Force should be kept going, that spares’ for his un-

serviceable airvcraft be provided at once and, later,
aircrafte - D'Albiec was informéd before leaving

Cairo that R.A.F. whould have 3 Blenheim Squadrons

.and 2 Fighter Squadrons (Gladiators) established in

Greece by November 15th, The actual position n:i.ght

-of Novenber - 15th was that 1% Blenheim Squad.rons had

PR

arrived,  This.included & composrce bonfoer—fn.ghter
wite. 6 ngliz@tons,’ba.sed in Egypt, operating from
Tatol must be included in -this total. - A1l above
operate from Eleusis and.Tatoi,. His Majesty stated
that in North Greece have only -6. fighters availables
We mst, he said, 'provide ‘some fighter support for .
Lerissa area at once, as enemy fighters and. ‘bombers

cperate over that area contlnuouslyo h nod



-15~

The Kina's Views R

‘~

:.-':;.,1-.._.:#’ La.ter :z.n even:mg I Was. -again called to speak to His

Ma.]esty. : He tob‘k‘ e to hlS oonference roon where

Pres::.dent of Councﬁ and Gcnmander—ln-(}hmf (General

e Papagos) were presen‘b. y Pr\'eszl.dent ofr.Council read reports
~e “'"%hlch had :}ust cone ‘ih ste.ting that“Gexmen Air Force would
RS commence operatlons aga.:.nst Greece-on, Monday next., He had

Coovi also rece:.ved information that Badegl:.o and Ke:.tel are -
| conferring at Innsbruck, He plea@cd For immediate

A.M.f:.le S.70hl fighter sSupport ... with only 6 Greek fighters available
Encl.l?A '

‘.

in- North s:.tuat:.on was. ser:.ous." . It was, of course, the

Br:.t:.sh vn.ew tha:t the faulty tactics of the Greeks were .

. themselvqs_reSPOns:.ble for their disproportionate casuale

" Aaliufile 57077 ties, "Tendency to employ Greek sircraft in close

".Encel5B 254114406 L :
T : support forvza.rd troops has resulted in disproportionate
casualtiess" " - The truth was that the Italian eircraft
in Albania were _.'qaiply fighters and they had fighters in
such I;ﬁmbers - 150-200 - aé to énafble then to keep standing
patrols at all :i.mp'ox;ta.nt pointse On November 15 our
Elenheims delivered a doy attack with an escort of 6 Greek
P,B,L's but escort did not keep off the enemy fighters and
Air Vice Marshal D'Albiac refused to repeat the experiment,

. So long as there we:ciéﬂno figlter oirfields near the front
from which R.A.i‘. 'fighters could operate, we wére , clearly
compelled to confine ourselves to night bombing, He

DO/AML/15 Enc.liA .jo:.ned with the King and President of the Counc:r.l in

: 17011ch

appealing for more fighters - if possible Hurricanes

rather than Gladiators - on loan, if they could not be

. spared for:longer. _-

The Greelc Of:ensn.ve.

By the end of the month the Greeks were in thtﬁr :
turn pursuing the enemy back on to Albanien territoxy.

Koi':'i?‘:t'ﬁsé.,«,- ;the largest town of Southern Albanian, fou:m‘

¥

/Novembey 22

R ;:";".‘I*A":'.;-x,-., ) . L J
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November 22. 7 The Ital:.an bomb:mg operatlons against

the P:Lraous, Larlssa. a.nd Salomka of the early dsys of

e

the nonth, wh:.ch had caused the Italn.ans cons:.derable
’ casualtles both f‘rom A.A. a.nd flghters ’ had now ceased,
, A stand:.ng Blenhe:.m fléhter patrol had been esta’bl:.shed

statn.oned at Eleus:.s over tho Athens area, end the L

Ital1ans showed a great lack of 1n1t1at1ve in: -the alrz' i
a.nd nc.de no a.ttenpt to bomb the sn.ngle ra.llwag:: :[:m;* W imﬁ !
.frorl Athens to the North nor the rmm::.t:.on fc.CtOIy at
'Eleus:.s. ' Had they concentrated their effort in the

¢ v

f:l.rst days of the war on preventlng Greek mob:.l:.sa.t:.on,

-

:Lt is hard to see how the Greeks would have ever been.
able to put an eﬁ'ect:.ve arrty on to the Albam.an
. front:.er to ‘oI”)i)ose them. But n.nstead they largely
petered :.t e&vaw on pon.ntless attacks on undefended
vnllages.
| A problem less happ:.ly settled was that of air-

.flelds. , Greece is a very h:l.lly country, and flat
areas su:Ltable f'or a:nrf‘:.elds are few and far between,
VT.he battle~front was eeveral days by road from Athens
and 'ﬁmonheoted by x?a:;Ll. Tﬁere were no all-;weather
alrflelds in the Whole cou.ntry. The 1argest arca of
‘flat land is round Sa_'Lon:Lka where there were some dry-
wea.ther a:n.rf:.elds s but the Greeks ‘Would not even: allow
Air V:.ce Marshal D'.Alble.c to 1ook at these, th:l.nk:.ng

‘lthat their very inspection by the RodeF,. would e - o

Acons:.d.ered by the Germans &s provoco.t:.'ve. Pr:moe L
~ Paul of !‘ugoslav:x.a also played., with or without = °
' " ‘dosn.gn, the German game, saying that Yugosla.v:.a. would
resn.st a Gerna.n attaok but would not f‘lght if Greece
provoked Germany by ellowing British troops to land -~ ¢

"on Salonika s

/The only
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. The only other flak aroa in Northern,Greece of any
s:l.zels that, of, the Lerissa Ple.ln . Air Vice Marshal D'Albiac
,f-‘ :é:lici station a Gleié;iagorrigné& Squadron (No.80) there, bt
A.:A'l:'}l"ie‘ a:z.xjfields therewere <->n.1y: | s;.;itable,.fgr dry weather and;
. m,’ch the Novam,belf fé,ingj, “the a.ircra;ft__ we#‘e grounded for ten
ey The, suggestion was made thaf_.the& should be fitted

Adfile S,7077.
I:ncs. 9A,B & IC’.A i N .
31.1,03,!;._(‘); 6,11:40, irpracticable, - Also this area was not suiteble, in any

4

With iron.grids as had been done in France, but this was

..event, owing to the prevalence of low cloud and mist which
made flying impossible for an sverage of £ifteen days per
- monthy Tquuggtérs themselves at Larisse, acocording to

Medicel Historyi...e Medical Officer, "were dirty and bug~infested.":
Greece Pel3e . '

-The-,-l?ro'-blem of Lending GXounds, .
. In spite of Air Vioa Marshal D!Adbiac's forebodings

;i.‘c proved thaf there were su:i‘.table’ 1and1ng grounds for
fighters near the battle-field at Janina and at Parazwtilia
-which had at first been strangely ovpx:iooke@, | Without
them it would not have been possible for the Gladiators to
operate, but the bombershad to be. stationed right back in
Atika at Menidi or Eleusis®), The airfields theve were
better drained ;thé.n\ similer airfields further North end

were only unserviceable for a few days after rain, but these

S R . __[airfields
(5) "On arrival at Eleusis I was somewhat dismayed to find a rather
Wing rough eerodrome with:no runways, a large number of imposing but

CdrJWillets unfinished buildings, a cluster of Bloch fighters grouped mostly:
£0 SeAeS.0eround four vexy.large and conspicuous hengers, and beyond that,

MeEs - nothing, No accommodation for the troops, no sanitation, no
ByA F.G, lights and no rations," o S
Form 5’&0'
AppeAs [
Novel9Os '

The report of a medical Officer on "a larger, ugly two-storied
Medicel - building eeess apart from'a few forms and trestle tables,
History:  completely unfurnished" -at -Menidi mekes it seem even less
Greece attractive then Eleusis, ' '
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| a.iri‘lelds had of course, the enormous d:.sadva.nﬁage
vthat they were at least 250 miles in chrect line from
the battle front. A:Lr Vlce Marshal D'Mblac obta:med
‘from the Greek Pres:.c'lent of ‘bhe Counc1l a promise
tha.t he \rould build two new all-weather a.:l.rf:.elds -
one at Araxos on the Southern shoz;e of the Gulf of
A- 4.Cor1nth end one at Agrinion, the-‘i:emlnus of the small
raily way ‘line thatzuns up from M:Lssolonghn. on its
Northern shore. The British ned:.cal authorities
compl'uned that the selectlon of new sites had been
me.de wi uhout consultat:l.on w:Lth 'chem and that Araxos s
in partlcular > Was_a h:Lthy unhealt}:gy spot in the
niddle of a swamp and w::.th a. spleen rate of 90 per
cent among the natlve mhahltants , but in any event
it did not greatly matter as the promlsed airfields
Were nsver built. : |
The British Govermment are often criticised for
not sending a: iarger force te Greece . From the very
first.Aii' Chief Marshei Lohgmore made one of his
reasons for reluctance to commit a large force to
 Greece that in Greek airficlds the aircraft would be
DO/{&{L/IB Eno.llA "unprovided with protecting pens, adequate A.As ground
St defence and other precautions of sue_h ne.tu:c'e“. In
his despatch he c.rgues. from the poverty of airfields
that, even had a larger force ’been avan.luble it would
not have been possa.ble to accormnodate 11:. Air
DO/.AMI/9 Enc. lOdA' * Chief Marshal'Longmore expressed to the Prime
M:Lnlster on. Novem'ber 15, "rqy anx:l.e’cy not to send Greeks
£00 many . squadrons where Weather cond:x.t:.ons and new
aerodrome in few weeks time may restr:.ct their
: operatlons cons:Lderably ’ whereas in Western Desert

would still permit their active employnent in support

of British Armys"  In Greece, as in Turkey, it was
/Air Chief Marshal
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Air Chief Marshal Longxnox;eis congtant ,,a:ﬁxiety that our all
oo scanty air ffctax;c':es should ot e "locked up"s There
was a certein amou.nt of misﬁﬂdefstanding on this point, not
only between Brifiéﬁ and Greek ‘but also between the British

Sexrvice and Brlt::.sh D:Lplomat:l.c author:.tn.es. The R,A.F.

-a.uthor:.t:.es obaected to S:II' Michael Pala:ret the Minister

~in Athens,_ app.eaj.:n_g d:l.rc_actly to ILondon for reinforcements

'-Whenl,' -as they .a:cgued, he was ignorant whether there was

* accommodation for such reinforcements should they be forth- .

' cominge On the 15th November Air Vice Marshal DfAlbiac

reported to Air Chief Marshal Longmore - "Have discussed

contents of your s:.gnal A.l;.?l.. dated. ll.ll. _W:Lth British

* Minister, to whom I expla:med quite- clearly that oont:.nued.
- appeals q.dd:.ta.onal air support from him to Home authorities

. ‘without my comments gould only result in misunderstandings

and cause embarrassment to all concernod, He has agreed

.. 'pefer -all such cases o me befors despatch in future and to

AN, file S.70LL

Enc .15A .

" “recqrd in telegram my reaction, which will be in accordance
='w1th your., general pol:.cy. I poin’ced out the extent to

“which Greece was be:mg ass:u.sted., both direct and :mdlrect,

thrOugh M:.ddle East end fallacy of assuming that only those
un:x.‘cs stationed in Greece were help:mg her so far. I have
made it quite clear that even 1f extra squadrons were
available I would not recommend to you their despatch untll* "
sufficient sui'bable all-weather aerodromes, strateglcally
‘situated, were availables I hope that this latter

statement‘wiil-act .as an additional' incentive to

accelerate work on Araxos and Agrinion whioh is prbceeding.“v

It may, on the other hand, be contended that ha.d a

" ".larger force been “available: -from the first the Salonika

' a:u:'f:.elds would have been put: at their disposals The

Greek argument was that a° small force would provoke the

* Germans w:.thout be:.ng e‘t:rcng enough to defend the Greeks.

A /Had there
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Had there been a prospect of a larger force their policy
might have been di“’"erent.

Repair and Salvage .

W e T It vvas also soon discovered ‘bhat the Hellenic
a:rcraft factory could not undertake R, S.Us work be-

cause it was "not a,daacent to an aerodrome. Roads,

S0 narrow, w:.nda.ng and obstructed tha‘L no aircraft go

AM, file S47077 _there except from Hassani. aerodrome, = Would have to
EncebiA 7412440, S °
. be split up in small picces," Theref'ore, it was
essentlal to send an R,S.U. to Greece. Noo53 was

sent and statloned at Hassam..

Further Relnforcehwnts.

+The uni"tfs of the R"'A'.F. f’orce arrived at various-
dates throughout Novem'ber and December » and the I"orce
. .:'VLWas comple‘ted bty the end of the year, There wes "
“"u"always a pOSSlblllty that it would have o be de~
creased agaiii owing to the de:m;endsj of the pro;posed
Bast and Noreh Afx‘i’c':aﬁ;l'e'ampa‘:‘i.éhs. : It was thought of.
Lo param'ount importance to ‘keep a éuffie'ient air force
for the 'projecﬁed' congiiest of E_asfz A_;'E;rieg. "Tt may
A A :.cenceivabll'y'iie"heee.ls‘s:azyi, Af fﬂing‘e.iéoi"vmong , o call
DO/AML/2 Part TIL back’son Gladiators from Grooes!; wiote Air Chief
Enoe B “Marshal 'I_:oﬁé;m()re_ 'on:'November 29, Shgréiy before the
6peeing of tho British December offendive in the '
Western Desert , Air Chief Marshal Longmore was then
_calling in all available aircraft from Aden e.ndthe
Soudan and dangerously denuding the ‘defences of
Alexandria and the- Ca'nal,k ' The Chiefs of Staff gave
’ a reluctant conditional consent ~but said "It is most
‘DO/AMI:/Z Part III inportant at this auneture to avoid d:.shearten:.ng the
%fizfzg: o ~ Greeks", - They agreed that the personnel of 112
| Squadron’ might be Wl‘bhdraWn but not that of 30 Squadron,

Hosp:xtals, works, re.t:.onlng, e’c.c., ‘were now oPerated



Opsum Nog15k
. llollpl;-Q;

Opsum 158
15011440,

¢ w2le

by Army officers, and relations both betwoe-n; the R,AF, and

 the Army Officers, and the R.A.F. and the Greck authorities,
.. were excellent., ' o el

T The ReAP. in Aerions

* + The ‘'small R.A.F; force went into operéﬁion from its

- first arrivaly™ Durmg these closing months of the year the

Greeks were driving the Ttalians back from Greece on to
.Alban:.an 50il, and the RiAJP. contrl'buted to the succass of
that offensive by ’bomﬁng the Albanian airfields at Sarande(6>
Béy , and the Italain-Adriatic ports of Bari ‘and. Br:md.lgl,
dropp:.ng L5 dons of‘ h:.gh explosives and ineendiaries,

Tirana was &t first left immme: (e:tcept for one attack on

the airfield by a single Welln,ngton on~November 19)‘ as "of

‘small military value as a target and possibly undesirable

poiitically." : Ther'e was some Albanian gucr®lla opposition

to the Italiens but the Albanians were equally hostile to

the Greeks and to the Italians, and it was thought unwise to

give them evidence that both sides could be unpleasant in . .

. _ _ . I
war by bonbing their capital, ILater, however, the Italians
established & fighter base at Tirana which, -was therefore,

" bombed on February 12, - In all the R,A,F, carried out 235

sorties in these moriths, 76 of which were abortive owing .to
weather, "The operations", Air Vice Marshal D'Albiac
clé.imea., "have undoubtedly g‘iven‘Gree'ks higher chance of
success by prevénting arr:.val of reinforcements,"

Wellingtons of 37 and 70 Squadrons fiom Egypt also

" attacked Italian Adriatic ports at night during the same
A per:Lod, and on:November 7th attacked:Valona b‘) day, in-
; tenda.ng $6 make use of cloud cover, . Unfortunately, the

’ slqr cleared over the target and, as a result’ 2 Welln.ngtons

- fwere shot

(6) Often knovm as Santi Quaranta and by the Itelians rechristened Port Edda
af'ter Mussol:l.nn.',s daughter. A )
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were shot down against one eneny plane destroyed and
two damaged, Air Vice Marshal D!Albiac complained
of the inadequacy of the bomb supply for the
Wellingtons, . Thejr were compelled to use Greek bombs
which were not good "bomb 1c;ads" for them,
Wellingbons from 148 Squadron in Malta also dropped 4O
tons of HeEe on Ttalien Adriatic portss The R.A,F,
fighters, in siaite.of their numerical inferiority
established from the Tirst a moral superiorityover
thé enemys  The Gladiators of 80 Squadron, operating
from Lerissa or Trikkala in support of the bombers,
claimed to have brought down in the closing months
of this year 42 enemy aircraft confirmed and 12 un-

confirmed, The total enemy loss claimed up till the

end of the year was 40 confirmed and 33 unconfirmed.
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_SECTION‘FIII

THE REINFORCEMENT PROBLEM

- The Weather Problem, |
| With r-'l:.he com:i.ﬁg of the new year‘djlffiéﬁltiés |
increased for two reasons. First , -the weather toodk
a turn very much. for the w;)rse » with heavy snow and
much low cloud, = This made it no longer possible for
the bombers to fly across the mountains from Attika
to the Battle front. They had now to fxy out along
the Gulf of (')ori,nth a:_rld,then up over. the sea, - This
both greatly increased the distance tha)t they had to
trax/;el and also prevented any possibility of taking -
the enemy by surprise. Our aircraft were unsble to
operate in clese supi:ort of the Greeks in the:ir
advance on Kelcﬁe.,.on Januvary 8, and it was not be-
fore the middle of February that v:reai_:hér allowed
other than époradic operations,

"Flying conditions in Greece," Air Vice Mershal
.D'Albiac had viritten in December, 1939, were more
difficult than anywhere eclse in Europe; ‘"The weather
changed with great repidity, making accﬁrate fore-

- cast inpoésible, and the nature of the country seldom
made l&nd:.ng possible when pilots were wnable to
regain their Bases; Ice formation was another
difficultys. | Instruments froze, and m.aéks acquired
a coﬁering of ice which made it difficult for the
pilots to maintain sufficient altitude to clear the
méﬁntaips. The temperature atl this time of the
year waé never moré than 28° fahrenheit, sometimes
as low as mimus 50° fahrenheit vevs Most of the
early losses resul‘ted from inemeriencé in op'eratling
over mountainous country when low clouds trapped the

runwaye Pilots accustomed to navigation in the
/desert



Medicel History:

.Greece:
- Page 26, 27.7

Sir Micheel
Palairet to Fo0,
NO.ZG 5.1:.!!-10

..2@..

desert naturally ‘Pound it d:.f'f:.cult to modify their
technique S0 as to thread a course by winding valleys. -
Many of those who failed to accustom themselves to the new
technique flew bl:i'._p‘dly flﬁ*éugh the clouds into the mountain

sides.'f Secdnd the eneuw had by now brought up substantial

‘ flghter re:l.nforccments to de:f‘end h:|.s ports. The targe'ts

worth bombmg in Alb'xma Were very dellnltcly l:mn.ted in
number, wh:Lch made the de::enders‘ ‘task comparatn.ve]y easy.
The King bf Greece compla::.ned to our Air Atbaohe at the

beginning of January, "At no stage has the flow of men ‘and

_munitions at:Durazzo and Valona been hampered to any extent

in spite of'isolated fleet action at Valona and the work of
the Royal Air Force here, Indecd the strength of the

Italian forces in Albania is now double that at the beginning

.. Of the Waro"

. Group Captain Wille¥ts in a.report of January 30

. oxplained that we had attacked Valona 27 times and Durazzo

8 times. - "“Valoha is a bad bouBardment target owing to the
high degree of natural dispersion on shore and the large area

‘of.-sheltered water which permits considerable dispersion in’

. the harbour:" Nevertheless prisoners of war from within

20 miles of Valona had reported that "they were lucky to be

given food once- in three to five days." Our attacks had -

. - therefore clearly not been without effect. Durazzo was

'throughout our Noel pr:Lor:Lty targets The difficulty was

BAFG/lOl/Ops.
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to reach it so long as our bombers had to operate from

Southern Greece, '"The' enemy", writes Grop.p Captain
Willetts, "is fighting fxfom'prebai'ed aerodromes with hard
runwa‘ys. anly a few'miles behind his front and alongs‘ide

his :’anortanf targets., Wé -are fighting from soft aeroes
dromes 300 miles from our targets with the frightful barrier

of the Pindus Mountains between us and our objectives."

/The Need for
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.The Need for Reinforcements,

Air Chief Marshal Longmore informed Air Vice
Marshal D'Albiac that after the losses which the
Blenheims had suffered in the ﬁardia battle the R.AWF.
cquld no loﬁger afford such a rate of loss as the
Blenheims were then suffering in Albania but if the
R.AF, was to avoid hea;_);;rh bomber casualties it was
necessary to make full use of cloud cover and also to
provide fighter cover, With the fighters based in
the Larissa plain, the bombers in Attika and the
borbers approéching the enemy from the side opposite
0 that of the fi'g;{ter airfields, this problem of. ..
escort was by no 1’n.eans casys - . ST

Air Vice larshal D'Albisc therefore saw that
the R.A.F. could only help the Greeks in Albanie. to

a decisive ‘success if the force could be substantially

' strengthened., When better weather came,more air-

fields Would be serviceable even if the new airfields
were not ready, Although the new all-we'at}fer air-
fields promised at Arazos and Agrinic;n had not_been
built and e)‘cistiﬁg.accomirlodation in Greece was only
sufficient for 8 squadrons in bad weather, it was
possible, :i’ we usfed grass runways, as with the
cénming ’lpf' vspring we hoped to do, to accommodate a

The Situation in Africa.

In Africa the Italians were ';oeling driven back.
in disintegration beyond Benghazi which fell on .
February 6, and although, in the event, the Germens
took advantage of the diversion of our. navpls
attention to the shipping of ‘an axmy over from‘
Bgypt to Greece in order themselves tO rush over

their army from Sicily to Tripoli, it was not then
/foreseen that
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foreseen that -they would imtervene in Africa nor that there

would be any denger of an enemy counter-offensive in the

immediate future, On the ‘contrary, the militery author-

ities def‘initely advised that there were no signs of the

coming of German troops and little chance of such a counter- _
offensive.r "At the time when the decision as to the maximum
f&rce which could be 'dés’pa’cehed,tﬁ Greece had to be made,
there seemed no sérious risk to our position anywhere in
North Africa ssesss Though unconfirmed répor’cs had been
rece‘j;ved from time to time of the preparation of German
troops for despatch to Libya and of their progress via

Itely and Sicily s no gdefinite :i.nf‘émation to jusfify our
expecting the preéence‘ of Germon troops in Africa had been
received up t0 the middle of Pebruary eese»s On the whole
the balance" of 01'1r information was 'agan'_r‘xst any such troops
haw.ng been sent or being on their way to Libya." But the
vd.ec‘ision was 6n1y accepted with some reluctance by A:.r

Chief Marshal Longmore who thought it "a most dangerous

proposal," The Chiefs of Staff had decided that

"assistance to Greece must take priority over all opera-

tions in the Middle Bast once Tobruk is taken" which it was
on d anua:cj‘ 21,

‘It was therefore decided that it 13 be possible
to spare for Greece & force of L sciua,dror}s(v_ and since
it was not possible to accept them alifiﬁsrknédia:CélyA',.‘ 6wing
to the small airfield accommodation, so long as the
weather remained i:ad, it was agreed that the squadrofxs

should arrive at varioué' dates between Januery 15 and

 April 15-.‘ Further A.A, defences were also needed, as

1

oo fuhen 80 _

(7) There was some éiépute whether we :définitely promised the Greeks 1k

sgquadrons,

Air Commodore Medhurst, after an examination of the

documents, advised that we did not.

. At L.
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January 13, they had taken their A.4, troops with them,
loaving ’Léris;sa quite undefended, No.1ll Bomber Squadron
reached Greeooon January 2k, No,112 Fighter on

February 10(8)

and No,35 Fighter on February 19, By
the ‘e'nd off March No,113 Bombez; (Blenheims) had also
been despatchod and No4208 Army Co-operation (Hurricanes
a;r;d Iysanders) were re-equipped ready for despatche

The Sglonika Airfields,

A further request was made to the Greek Govern-
ment for the Salonikea airfields. The Germans were
already infiltrating into Rumania and at first the
Greeks seemed inclined to agrees  "The. A.O.C. yesterday
secured the reluctent consent of the President of the |
Council to the establishment of e Bormber Squadron at
Salonika, The President of the Cou_ncii sent for me"
(Sir Michaél Palairet) "however, this morning to ask
that the Squadron should not be sént there until His
Majesty's Government had considered whether they were
prepared to face the risk of an inmodiatg German atteck.

as a résult of the acfion which the Germans might
interpret as a threat to' the Rumenian oil wells, If
they'.were » he will agree; but it would be very ha:Em-
ful both to British and Greck intereéts if our action
led %o German intervention on a 1arée ‘scale or German
attack through Bulgaria esssss He had received all
kinds of unofficial intimations that it was this that
would provoke German sction against Greeée » but
| admitted that it might well be that it would not suit
Germany to attack till the spring, but there was a

—— __[/distinct risk
(8) Nooll2 had at first been equipped with Gladiator Is, but these were

BAFG, found not suitsble for use over mountainous country., They were,
20 nstherefore, re-equipped with Gladiator IIs.
Enc.lOA;. :

5wl ll,
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 distinct risk, and until His Majesty's Govermmenb had cone

sidored that risk he could not authorise the estsblishment

of the squadron at Salonika eess  On the other hand, he

asked, entirely on his ovn initiative, that we should send

“an 6fficer to reconnoitre Lemnos +se AJ0.C. is now arranging

Sir Michael
Palairet to
FaOeNo 1457
51412,40, .

for deta:l_'l.ed reconnaissance 'by a special party from the
M:s.ddle Fast now in Greete for both Lemmos andM:.tylene, the
Pres:.dent of the Council hav:.ng also agreed to the inclusion
of the latter island. The President of the Council is of
the op:l,na.on ‘that we sﬁould do nothing to provokc Germany
unt:Ll we have dealt w:r.th Ita.ly and can be surer of Turkey

and Yugoslane. than we are now - His idea is that we shoulzi

, 'bhen strnlce at the 0il wells in Rumeania, which will induce

o German of'fens:.ve upon Yugoslavia who will then' certainly
i'esist‘ To establish en air base at Salonika now evidently '

seemns to him an unwise risk,"

Greek Fear of Offending the.Germans,

Sir Michael
Palairet to F.0,
C.O.S. lqlcll-l.

It was somewha’c illogical of the Grecks to refuse

\fa_cilities, in Salonika and to permit reconnaissance at

Lemnos and Mitylene, as the whole purpose of the preparation

of these latter airfields was that they might be used as

bases for attacks on Rumanien oil fields, while it could at

'Z_Leas’c be argued that "owing to delays ceused by rainy

weather in preparing the aerodromes in North-¥est Peloponesus

Sal'onikaf had become the most suitable point from which to

meke deylight attacks on Northern Albanian ports."

"They (the Greek Govemnent)" wrote the Foreign Office

"appear to have forgotten the point raised by the King of the

Hellenes in his letter of the 17 November to the King, that

we had failed so far to send air units to the "northern

_ Salonika arca, but stated in the same letter that if we

-.gould esteblish ourselves in Greece w:r.‘ch a strong a:Lr

f'ightmg force we might not un];y deal -the Italians
/cxrippling blows
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cr:;ppl:.ng blows but m:nght even deter the’ Germans from

i movlng aga:mst Greece dur:.ng w:mter for feer of losing
Rumanian 011. You nnght be able, to make use of these

po::.nts :Lf a su:.table opportumty arises sees Further-

more s the route from northern Greece to T:Lrana. and

" Durazzo is not only by fer the best eir route to these

:u@orta.nt obaectlves since 11: -avoids the worst of the
hills, 'but is also the shortest -Toute esess While :L't
is, of co'urée,' Qifficult rto gauge the degree of pro=-
vocat_iori v&hich would be required to bring the Germans
into action'against Greecce we consider that the
Gexmans do ‘ﬁo{: want to bring matters to a;" head this

winter seee. ond failure on the part of Greece to

»

“take any “defensive measures Wlll not spare her from

the German attack when the time comes esne The

Greek Gcrvernment may “be assured that we. will not use

‘ aerodromes in Greece to wttack territories wh:.ch the

Germans may ha.ve oocup:Led without their permission ee

“ese Ve would agree to our officers doing their re-
connaissance :m pla:Ln clothes sevs. the measure of-
"ass::.stc.nce ,\rhn.ch H:Ls Maaesty's Government oan give

* .Greece in the event of German attack would’ largely

depend. on how far serodromes in Greece havé been pre-
pai‘ed'i beforehand. " ‘

British Acquiescence in Salénika. Deocision, .

The reason why the Br:u.t:n.sh authorities at that
time acc'u:.esced in exclus:.on from Sa.lon:.ka without
much protest is shown in a letter from A.‘.LI“V':LCV:G -
Marshal Drlmmd;ﬁ, S.A.s.‘o.', HeQe ’M.E,.-", to Air Vice
Marshal D'Albfil.ac;"of January 23, 1941, - "Just a note .
to put you into the picturc with regerd to the

latost developments as you mey have been somewhat

. dspressed ot our signal to inform that the departure

/of No.33
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of N6.35 Squadron is delayed. The Ghiefs .of Staff have

: dec:.ded to put no pressure on the Greeks, to allow us to put

- forces in the Salom.ka area now and ‘have insteed told us to

Ov'

go ahead w1th 'bhe capture of' Benghaz:t.. Af’ter that, or as

x[‘\v

soon as’ the necessary sh::.pp:.ng is ava:.la:ble s the reduction

of the Dod.ecaneee is the next step. In the meantime we are

to build up and hold the stratega.c reserves here in order

to go to the ass1stance of Turkey and Greece within the

next few months. Our air policy is d:.cte.ted by the
appearance of the Ge:man Air Force :Ln cons:.d.erable strength
at various parts of the Medlterranean.. We ‘have already

had G—eman 'bombers over Palest:.ne, the Cana.'l. and Alexandria

and, of course, there is a very severe 'bl:.tz bemg conducted

« cp e

- by the Germans agalnst Mta teeae. The stra:m on our

BFG/A0C/6 Enc,u
234141,

The Gennan Threa.t. }

:E':.ghter resources, plus the Gema.n threat to Ew:pt,

Alexa.ndrla, and the Conal,has forced us to mod.:.fy our

fighter policy, snd the A.O.C.-:.n-C., therefore s feels he
_must retain No«33 Squadron here for the present for the

dei"enoe of the Delta, which othenr:.se is without any f:i.ghter.

defence. : _As soon as the situation in the Sudan clorlfles-

.further (the operatlons are :Ln progress e.t present) we

hope that stablllty .v:.ll be reached and then we shall be

a.ble to wlthdraw the f:.ghter squadron - i‘rom tnat place, also

a bomber squadron which we con re-arm hem.“ The projected
operata.on aga:mst the Dodeeanese ’ wh:.oh was of course never '

undertaken, was known as Mand:.bleo -

|

, With our air supplies as scanty as they were, the

+ Greek o'bst:.n._cy about methods of ass:.stance was, as can be

seen, by no means unlversally cons:Ldered on the British

'

s:u.de as an umn:.xed evn.l. It was thought thct less

ass:.stance to Greecc wou.'l.d mean a .,ecure pos:.tlon in

. L:.bya. A:Lr Ch:\.ef Marshal Lon,gmore even suggested that

/a1l the
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a1 the German'Balkan threats were-bLuff in order $o
induce us to denude L:i;bya', Tt was not foreseen that
we might be ex'pelled from both Li'bya and Greece. Air
Vice Marshal D'Alblac s ONn the other hand, was much.’
perturbed at the phrase in Air Vice Marshal Drunmox;d's
letter about a stx_*eteglcal roserve force. - H read.
into ’ch:l.s phrase f'a.‘;b‘hreat thot the R.AF, in Greece
would no’c recelve in full the lh. squadrons -~ that they
expected - as, 1ndeed they never did - ami feared
the effect on Greek morale of o failure to fulfil
expecta’c:.ons. H:.s fears proved Justified, Thexe
were, in truth, cei;tain elements of Greek opinion
which aga:m, ‘in tﬁei:é' turn, welcomed a British failure
as giving Greece .a"good. excuse for her failure to
resist- the Germar;s. The Greeks promised to use,
and therefore, re-cquip, tho Salonika airfields them~
selvee, bu’c. eo deﬁermined were they not to }\_)I‘OVOkB '

the Germans that they turned a blind eye to thé use

:Aof German -aircraft to transport Italla.n troops from
"‘“Fogg,la to Albania end reported as "unn.dontlfled"

» reoonnaissance aircraft vhich flew over Athens on

J a.nuary 20 and Whlch Brltlsh art:n.llerymen certa:.nly
identified as a Hedinkel 111. Goneral Metaxas!?
standpoint was that war be't:ween Greece and Germany
was indeed eventually 1nev1table, bu’c that the time

to provoke 1t had not yet comes "I knew", Sir

- Micheal Palairet reports himself as 'saying to the

General, "thaf' if Germa.ny attacked Greece she would
‘resist, but, supposing ‘Gormany aid notugfcfaai;, would
Groece dsclare war against her? When he said "Yes" ,
I asked him whether public ‘opinion in Greece would not

consi&er, once Italy was defgated and Greece's

- imuediate war aims achieved,_'war against Germany was

/an unnecessaxy
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en uhheéessa.fy rigk, He sa.i.d with.a smle "Tou cen leave
that z'ésponsibilitj to me, I have a ce’rtain authority over
my con_ngatra.ots and I have a dossier ageinst Germany which I
“have not yet published" He sa.id that it was the duty of

‘ Greece to stand by E‘ngland. against Gexrmany as Englcnd had
~ stood by !Greeoe against Italy, and in any oase there could

be no peace for any 'cduntry until Germany was defeated‘.“ He
was perfectly px;ebafed to prévoke Germany when_ the right ‘
moment came but that was not yet "

As a result of the refusalof the Salonika airfields
the Italins were lble to attack Salonika on Februery 9, meets
ing of course with little opposition, and heavily demeging
the Byza.ntihe Church of St. Sophia and a ca.v'alzy-barracks.v

~ The Quest:.on of M:.l:Ltary Aid,

. It was suggested that troops m:u.ght be ' sent to Greece,
'but on learn:.ng that all tha.t General Wevell could offer
was "engineers, f:.eld-gtms, 23 med.:Lum guns, sbout 40 anti-
aireraft guns, 214. antl-’cank guns, 65 medium and light tanks
a.nd no mfantry," th:.s offer was rejected, General Metaxas
"had spoken of the poss:n.'b:l.ln.ty of ~sending a "hurried
expeda.t:.on" to Salonlka when, and if, the invasion actuc.lly
broke, The Chiefs of Staff replied = "Wou shou_'Ld moke it |

clear that if we do vnpt send now the motorcyclist forces

" suggested in our Telegram 46 of j‘anuary 10 to wait until the

Germans advance, these forces could not arrive in time to be
effective .’.:. out of the question_to send eeee hurried
forces eese in suftf‘1c19nt numbers to act offens:.vely as well

as defensively, Clarify in the event of a German advance
it might be necessary to. send our forces to Turkey instead
of Grecce ‘.»".. »

The supply of the Greek Air'Force.

By the New Yecar the small Greek Air Force had
virtually ceased. to exist, and it was suggested that_ in

¥ * /addition to
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addition to R.4.F. reinforcements the British amd -
American Governments shouid' a’léé ‘suia;;iy* some modern
fighters to the Greek Government ‘for the use of the Greek
Air Force, “Our poln.cy ’cowards supp]gr:.ng the Greek
Air .Force had 'been summed up in a memrandum two

months before by Alr Commodoxe erdhurst, then Director

of Plans, _ Since it was not cons:,dered wise to

. saprifice othor interosts in oracr ‘co lcom the Grock.

Air Force in bc:mg,, our pollcy Tf&u thus., -l

(1) No modetn complete a:.rcra.ft are to be prov:.ded
from British ‘sources to the Greek Government.

(2) Consequent upon“the re-equ:.pment of units in the
Middle Eas’c by modern a:.mraft obsolescent
a::.rcraft throvm up by the re—equlpment poln.cy
can-be made avallable to ’the Greeks on ’che
suthority of the A. .C.—m—C., Ivhd.dle Ea.st.

(3) Demands for spares for a::.rcraft whlch they |
already hold are to De. prov:n.ded as fully as
possrble by Air M:Ln:l.stry, in colla‘bora.’c:.on with

 A,0,Ce-in=C, Middle East.

(4) Other aircraft spares and equipmenf- are also to

be provided, if possible,’ from British
stockse " | |

"It is really mere eye-wash:,__theréfore ," wrote

Air Commodore Pa;yne to the A.0,C,~in-C, "turning over

Blenheim Is to Greece and expect:.ng them 'l:o get away

should. have, probably better to concentrate on giving ;
preponderance of f‘:gh#ers, pref‘erahly those which can e
carry small bombse H:Lgh degree of training necessary
for night boubing or dsy bombing in formation is o

additional argument,” ..

/. American Officers
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7

The BI:'i'tish GOVGI'xlIﬁen‘t was not enthusiastic about

American offers of a.ssistancevto Greece, fearing th;at the

, . mofe that was given to the Greeks. the less there would be to
give to use Also what was the good of giving the Greeks
airoraft if they had no spares? The Greek Air Force, like
the air forces of most small non-industrial Powers, suffer- |
ed from being -a scratch colleétion of different sorts of air-
craft, collected here, there and everywhere. As a result,

I

DO/AML/15 spares were not for’chcoming, when required. "Owing to the
Ence63A 13412410, "
number of different types of a}rcraf’c and an extreme lack
of spares, the Greek Air Force rapidly became non-effectlve. .
I must 1eave;.:i‘b to you to explain to the Greeks that air-
craft without spares, tools and equipment are useless,"
 40Cein=Cy/2 wrote C.A.S, to Air Chj;gf Marshal Longmore on March 15.
Jmo.284 "In offering 30 fighters '_for_Grz;eece which according to the
Greek Legation, they have done " telegraphed the Foreign
. Office "the Unitcd States Government are offering aircraft
rwhich had previously been alloceted to His Majeesty's
Government, ' Seven or’ eight wecks woulc'l‘ be required to
transport these aircraft to Grecce, and as they are an un-
. tried Wp¢(9) they might not prove suiteble when they did
arrive, Moreover, since the direct rcinfcrcing route to
the Middle East is already fully occupied the delivery of.
an additional and seaparate supply of fighters to the Greeks
over this route can only be at the expense of an equivalent
b . weduction in vital British reinforcements to the Middle
East, so that there would be . no net gain to the allied air

_resources ‘in the Mediterranean theatre +vs If eosss the

Junited States

i
I

DO/AML/2 (9) Tomshawks had been suggested, The Tomahewk had not 5 to that
Enc.l0LA date been in operation., Ammunition for their 05" guns would not.
1542.41s  have been available till mid-March, Somec time elapsed after the
C.A.S,. to arrival of the Tomahawks before it was possible to use them,

Mr, Eden

1202¢lilo



United Stated Government are willing to supply to
Greece fully equipped aircraft .4from their own sources
and make their ovm arrangements to ship them from Basra,
we should welcome such .action, and we are asking the
- United States Go§ernment whéther they would e "willingr
to do this. His Majesty's Government heve shom the
importance attached to air suppoft for the Greck Army
by authorising the despatch of 12 Gladiators to the !
“ Greck Air Force, in addition to the R.A.F, squadrons,
It is our intention to continuc such rcinforcements

from our own resources in the Middle East."

) .The Question of Tomahavks.
This view wasv later a little modified., At
first it was suggested that wc should take the
Tomahawks and ha.nd over to the _Greeks 30 Mohawks,
o - Then the Amoricans, without the knowlodge of the 4404Ca,
DO/AML/IBEnc. 75B tried to give iche Grecks ﬁefiants frém, the 4Br.:i.ti.sh.
194124404 | ) -. -
allocation, Finally it wasagreed that the Greeks
~ should hav%g: 18 Hurricancs as ’che next. ;priority after
t'ng equ:.pmcnt of; 80 and 112 Squadrons. ,"In licu of
18 _'Toxx;al;akas qfiginally pi-oposed and. which are wntried
and‘ammunit.iqn and spares complicated, they will get
.18 ﬁufricanes after ;-oinpletion re-cquipment of Nos.80
and 112 Squadrons, = General intention is seee¢ t0 aim
at one fy‘pe fightef in Greece, bo’_ch for R.A.F. and
-Gregks. Blenheim Is are beiné turned over to Gx.'eeks
'as replaced in British Squadrons by Blenhcim IVs, .
dladiatorg also being turned over at steady rate as
replaced in‘ fighter squadrons both from Egypt and
Greece, The 45 Anleric;an Grumman fighters, 30 mnow
| and 15 old type, offerea to the;n direct from U.S.A.
have béen accepted by Grecks and I havob agreed to
fly them ecross Tekoradi route to Eéy'pt if necessary.

/Have
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Have recommended Greeks to confine their air force to three

fighter squa.drons, twro bomber squadrons and two ermy co=

operat:.on squadrons, and this they ha.ve provisionally
accep'l:ed. They have , in ad.d:l.’c:.on, one coastal recomeis-

sance 'squa.dron under naval control. If available, propose

~ to offer them Blenhe:.m Is for this ‘unit, releasing the-

Ansons for tra:.m.ng "
’ ’ )

N There was a lot of confus:.on about what was promised

between the Greeks and the Americens, but this, we insisted,

was at least our understanding of the situation, Meanwhilec

Air Vice Mai'shal Slessor had reported "Secretary Knox sent
for me this morn:u.ng" (February 16) "The President has

Just decided to send Grecce 45 Grumman flghtcrs in course

‘next f‘ew weeks. Secre’cary wanted to lmow my view of Greek

caPacity to use them and whether we could help in trans-
portation, erect:.on, 1na1ntenance. ' I said Greeks had lit‘cle
experience in fly:.ng modern aircraft and would probably
exper:.ence d:.f‘f':.cul’py in keep:mg these servlceable, but I |
thj:nk important we ehould give a.ll e.ssistance we can
especially in view possibility that in certain contingencies
eircraft may come in useful for our Moditerrancan carriers,"

Greek Antl-A:chraf’c Defences.

The Greeks still, of course, had anti-aircraft batter-

N

' iee but their ac'biv:Ltles, though vigorous', were Somewhat

The chronolog:.cal erratn.cal]y d:t.rected. Both the reminiscences of pn.lots anrl
records and report.
of Noe.ll Squadron Operat:.onal Swnmarles give muny examples of R.A.F. planes

for Feb, 250
Opsum 262,
2642410

\
be:mg md:x.scrlm:.nately flred on by the Creeks, "Accurate

%~

fire encountered Corfu, heavy calibre, presumed friendly,

Enemy nil,"

- British Missions: Diplomatic Rplations,

There’ had been a British Milita:ry.Missiorf in Athens
under General Heywood ever since the bcglnm.ng of the

Greek Ware W:Lng Commander Lord Forbes was the air

/representative

\

o~
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representative oh"it.‘ ' ‘The War Officc had also in
December sent out ™unheralded" a somevhet undefined

Recomnaissance Unit under Mijor Reid. "Major Reid

moans well “and to use his own workds, is conv:.nced

*he can be of some use to somebody'", reported Middle
East to Air Vice Marshal D'Albisc in introducing him.

"I don't think he can be of any use to you." It was
now agreed that with the new aircraft should come an
independent Air Miésion to hclp the Greeks in their
reorganisation and that this Mission should also super- -
vise the construction of new a:irfields. in Greece; these
officers were even allowed to vv.:"Lsit and inspect the

Salbhil'a airficlds s 2 concession hitherto refused, The

Greeks were generous in their off‘(,rs of free services for

the accommodation of the R. A I‘ re:.ni‘orccmcnts s but the

British Treasuxy R suspcctlng tha.t all Greek expcnd:.ture

'would in the last instance s probab]y come out of the

pockets of‘ tho Brlt:.sh taxpayor, were pcrhaps a little
less gracious in accepting thesc offers than d:.plomat:l.c ,
tact made desirebie, The British Foreign Office in
December and again in J anuary had been afraid that
Greece might accep'l: Germa.n meaa.a.ta.on in order to weke. &
separate POO.L..C‘ with Italy, but there is nio reason to
think that thx. Greeks cver contemplated this, It i.{
probebly o misrcading of their mcntai.;{’cy, nor is it
Llikcly that Mussolini could heve “oocfétod the humiline
tion of compromise pecec with thu G-rcck. on ALlbenien
son.l. The Forcign Ofrice uugacu'bcd . Troaty between
Britcin zmd G-rc ce binding the partics not to moke a
°cparato pc,g.cc » but oommuntc,d tndc even such e Treaty
Ycannot be cmmted upon to pmvga.l in the face of an
ownrhc]m.ng def‘eh.t (C fe cose of France last June)a™

Horein bh;;y under-mtcd. the Greeks.
/The Attack
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- The Attack om Vplona,

Tho. Greeks had by 'no'wj little doubt that they would,

in the end, be attacked by the Germans, but their hope was

‘that they would be able to bring the Italian campaign to an

" ‘end before the Germa.n attacks, Valona was the Ital::.a.n base

ot

for their forces both in northern and southern Alban:.a, ‘and. -

the Greek ‘obacct in the first months of the year was to

capture that port:. In order to assist thom in this task'

the Grecks asked for the abandonment of the R.AFo's policy

of bombing ports and lines of corrmruhica’cion, and for the. use

_of ‘the bomber force in support of the atteck,” 'Tc. this Air

Vice Marshal, D'Albisc agreed, if a little against his better
Judgmenti - A pert of the bomber force and o fighter wing
was formed into a new wing and moved up from their distent
airfields to the resr of the battlefront, The policy of
co-opera.t:.on was carried out, met W:Lth success, and won
great gra.t:.tude from the Greeks, ’chough there were some who

then complained of the relatlve ummn::.'by of Valona and

Durazzo, Though they could not ass:Lst in the at%gek on.

Kelcy.r-e on January 8, on the 10th Blenhems attacked troops
on the Kelcyre-Berat road. They a.lso at'baclced Berat,

Elbasan and Dukajs~ " Operatn.on Instructlon No,1l to No.,BO

~ Squadron of Januaxy 38 J.a.ld down the new, pollcy. “The
. role of No.80 S¢uadron wn.th effect f'rom today" it said,

"15 to be the protectlon of advanced. elements of the Greek

L hrmy from Ttalian air at'back. " You are to act as the A,0.C's,

.. representative and are to maintain the closest touch Withv

the Co-ineC, Greek Forces with a v:.ew to a.scerta:ma.ng his
needs and obta:m:.ng the necessazy mformatlon to carry
out your role, You aré to rmét these needs,!:m so far as
the strength and condition of your 'squadroﬁ permits you,
but you are npf to hazard 'it_unduly.. To this end low
flying attacks are not to'be undertoken without prioxr
/authority from

~
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authorlty :f'rom thls Headquarters. You are not to
' opera.te detachments so small in number that a r:.sk of
serlous casua.ltles from enemy air action is llkely to

‘resulti For your guldance , the normal number of air-

craf't on oftens:.ve patrol or reconnaissance should be 15

and is not to 'be less than 12 unless special circum~

' :sta.nces apply and warrent this reduction,"

Battle~line Bombing.

Thus also in Operat:l.on Instruction No.3 of

Fe‘bruary 7 to Noes211 Squadron. .."You are proceeding

‘with 6 Blenheims to Peramythia 9 February and should be

estat.jlished for operations against the enemy by dawn
10 February. On arrival Paramythia you are to immed~

iately establish commmication with the Greek General

Staff with whom you are to co-operate so as to 'give close

support to the Greck Army in their operations. Your

 efforts are to give' every assistance in concord with

_General Staff wishes provided this does not ever in

any way disagree with you;r own judgn’xent‘ regarding the gooc

i

sense - of ‘the pro.jected 0perat10n. Moreover, you are

_ author:l.sed to act :Lndependently aga:mst strateglcal

targets of your own selectlon :Lf these fit in with
the .gencral policys"

The Death of Metaxas: M, Corizis.

-OnJ'enuaxy 29 General Metaxas died. An interest-

. :mg s:.dellght on the Greek att:.tude towards R.AF.

help is shown by the follow:.ng extract from a 1etter

“4q Air Chief Marshal Longmore from Air Vice Marshal

'.Alb:.ac > wr:Ltten on Febnw:ry 1, the day after the

An_'r' Vlce Marshal had. ha.d. his. f:n.rst :mterv:LeW with

M Cor::.z:z.s, the new Pres:ment of the Counc.:_'l., who

suco'eeded. Meta_xas .

/"Although
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"Althéugh the King welcomed Grigson (the head of
the new Air Miésion to the Greek Government) qhite-
sincerely and pointed out some of thé more obvious
difficulties he would have to contend with, I thought the
President!'s receptiqn wa:.*::s a triﬂeilukewarm :Ln spite of the
Pact that T maae‘i't'qu'ii;e olear that' all e were out to do -
Wa-s to he‘lpa" Afterwards 5. I :x.n’croduced ‘him to the 4ir
MJ.n.-...teJ:‘ who appeared st:.ll‘more unen’chus:.ast:.c. I am
cowr:.nc,ed. th:.s state of affairs would not have been
alloved hed Metaxas still been at the heim.
In the evening the President seiit for me again and
We had a long talk on sir matters. I then discerned that
he was WOe'f'l'Jlly weak on air knﬁwvl?é.gé-. {. He started in by
comp: sining bitterly that the Greek troops were being
attacked contifually by low-flying Ttelian aircraft, and
 would I press for immediste reinforcement of aircraft o
"be supplied either to my force or to the Greeks? He re-
" iterated the extreme importance %o Greece and to ourselves
‘of an early and successful campa.ign in Albania and seemed
to :1.mp ly that we were holding this up by not sending more
”';airc'ra.f‘to He also inquired as to the whereabouts of the
" Mmerican sircraft ‘that had been promised and had not yet
meterialised, I had to point out all the difficulties
o we ﬁe.re up aga;:ihst.. and how impossible it was at the
.present time to maintain any degree of air sr.@erlor:.ty
vover that part in face of the limitationa :meosed on us
‘ 'by nature a.nd, cl:.mate. I emphasised the fact that, until
more aerodromes were prepared,'_‘few more air-c;raft could
be o*wéra.ted and’I stressed the urééncy of the work
| pro eed:mg | I .de‘scfi'bed ?What we h:?.d already done in
spite of extreme operational @ifficulties and also what
we hoped to- do in future., I also took advantage of
the occasion to rub in the value of the Mission, - I

/tried tol.f o
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I tried to convince him that all my efforts wére
directed to helping them in their struggle and both I

and my staff were constantly working out how best we

could serve them with the limited force we could

BFG/ACC/l. Enc, 2a,

operate, He was most complimentary' on this but still
seemed to have the idea that there was an inexhaustible ‘
supply of aircraft in the Mide.e Fast simply waiting

to be released., = As regards the Americen aircraft, I
could not help him much but I told him o‘f the unavoid~
gble delays in shipping, etc., matters which were out-
of our handss I came away from our meeting rather
exhausted, with my first impressions of the P, .of. Ce
confix@ed e:;cept that I had possibly rather overrated
his intelligence,"

With better weather between February llth and

18th, 108 sorties were made by Blenheims in.support of

Opsum No,151° 16,2.41,

oPS\nn NO. 161 18. ll .2{.0.

the Greeks who were attacking Tepelenes 50 sorties

were made on February 13th/l4th. '"General Papagos

expressed Greek Apmies' great appreciation for R.'A.F.
strong support February 13th which ensbled Greek
Armies to reach objective,"

The Hurricane Reinforcement,

Particular .enthusiasm was aroused by six Hurricanes

~which arrived as reinforcements during February,

héving been brought out to Ta;cpfadi on HeMeSe Furious
and flown thence.,  Air Vice Marshal D'Albiac had

asked for Hurricenss in November but Air Chief Mars;hgl'
Longmore had replied -~ I cannot spare Hurricanes ....‘ .
Our experience to date has clearly demonstrated that
Gladiator is superior to Hurricane for dealing with
Italien fighters and are able to operate from aero-
dromes where I-iurricanes oannote Glad;iatéi‘ is there~'

/fore superior
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fore s.uperio:g:_a.s front lihe.ifighfer » But this was
not the general operational experience.. "Pilots teke
| ‘poor view of holding Me..110's with Gladiators - qdcis rather
in lap of the godss If any Gladiator left, next: appear-
ance no doubt in British Museum" runs an entry in 112ts
Squadron Logs  Air Chief Marshal Longmore warned Air Vice
Marshai D'Albiac from his own _e:@erignce to be prepared
for Ttalian air attacks after the military retreat, but the
older Gladiators couifl not alone contend with the more
modern aircraft which the Italiens had now sent to Albania.
The Hurricanes on their first sortie on February 10, |
4‘however, claimed fou.f enemy aircraft, and on February 28,
in con,juncfion with a formation of Gladistors, claimed 27
~without any 1éss to themselvess This vicﬁtoxy. aroused such
énthus;i.asm among the Greeks that thelA.O.C. commanding West
" Wing (W:Lng Commander Coote) was able to report that

"Civiliens and soldiers passing us in the streets made the

Sel24/1/0ps, . Sign of the Cross poying 'Long life to yous Thank the

Ence 7e3elle

the Almighty who sent" you to us'." Be?‘.‘(een February 210
aﬁd March 3 the West Wing had the remarkeble record of 62
claims confirmed and 13 wnconfirmed, ageinst a loss of 3
with one pilot safe, Between Fe‘rruafy 19 an;d Mairch & N
90 Blenheim sorties were made against Ttalian d;roop con-
centrations. . In the week week ending March 3, 33 Italian
fighters were claimed as. d.esfc%coyed and 8 probably des-
stroyed, against a loss to us of one Gladiator destroyed

with the pilotf safe, and tgo other fighters dsmaged.

/Italian Counter-

Gorres— (10) Air Chief Marshel Treeman on February 16, recalling this, wrote
pondence to Air Marshal Tedder =~ "It is funny to think that Longmore not long
between ago was saying he did not want Hu:gj;‘n,ca.nes as the Gladtators were faxr
A,0,Co~ more efficient," But it is only fair to remember that the Gladiator

had proved itself a very effective opponent of the CR..I;;Z > against.
which it had an advantage of speed and also that, until it had been

V.C.A.S. tried out in Libya, the Hurricene was still something of an gnknown
2A, quantitye The Gladiator had also the great advantage for Epirus that
it required only smell landing-spacee :
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Ttalien Gountcr-Attack,

Yot tho bad weather came down again and
prevented the. Greeks from gett:mg to Va_lona, and an
Italian comter-attack in March on the l:.ne Tepelene-—
Corovode, though lﬂeld ‘marked the limit of the G—reek
advance, Italn.an air sctivity during that attack was

"phenomenal, suspect pres:nce of Massolini", It was

~ subsequently discovered that he i:d been in Albania

but would not officially ruveal his présence until he
had seen whetlier the attack was successful, In”

support of the Greek resistance to that offensive our

Blenheims, between March 9th‘and"ll;.th, Plew L3 sortics

against objectives in the Buzi-Gilave area, the
Hurricanes flew 15 and Gladiators 122, But the
activity, to be frank, did no? arouse enthusiasm.
?’Squa@rgﬁg;;;;l;g;x:“pengge bored continually Tepelene
area', West: Wing, signalle’. to the A40.C. on. March 10,
West Wing reported. to the A.0.C. . "Ita.].ians“ir‘zsing much
improvednta_cticé patrolling 25,000 feet, .Previous .
battles adventare in height curs. Considoer. present
fighting force:no longer sufficient 'Eo attempt. .51;911, o

shock tactics over .front, Intend trying diversion . .

Valona~Berat unless additicnal fighters -attached,!

Altogether, we claimed 44 enery sircraft destroyed .

- or .probebly destroyed, against a loss of 2 Gladiators

‘and 1 Hurricane, .the pilots of which Were_'-_;safe;,_,i.; L

During the same period, Wellingtons. made k4 sorties-
Blenhé:ims, 30. against,shippihg at Valona.. _ Welling-

tons also.twice attacked Brindisi, and fighter.

‘Blenheims mechine-gunned aircraft at the. aerodrome

-t Lecce in Southern Italy.. Up to the end of

Merch our fighters claimed 93 encmy, aircraft = -

destroyed and 26 probably destroyed, ~»agains‘fc~a.,fig,l';l;,er
Jloss of L .



Ll
loss of L I-hrricanes and l;. ‘Gla:diators, 6 of the p:.lots of

| Wh:Lch esca.ped.

Stra.teglc Bomb:.ng.

After the IU+th, Brn.t:.sh authorlt:.es under instructions

from London chtezm:med to return to the tactics of bombing

Ita.l:.a.n drfields and ;ports. "Soale of enemy air oppos:n.t:.on

in Albania suggests whole of‘:f'ort of Ita.l:l.an aiy concentrated

there. “ German undertaking all other Axis coxmmtments. In

cmumstances N :Lntend hea.vy attack on  all Alban:.an aerodromes,

Am send:mg up to 8 Welllngtons and 5 ‘Blenheiim fighters
March 15th for night attacks. They will bring then.r orders.

You are to take on Bera.t by day escorted by fighters,. and

’ suggest you use any :.nfomat:.on we aré able to supply to

‘catch enemy aircraft on ground after their return from en

operatlon. i Dur:mg this ;phase of d:Lrect action agalnst

enem;y~ air force you are to restrict close support ove‘r

AGreek front by both borrbers and f:n.ghters to absolute

Op, Instr. No;lz,.
to West Wing,

.M.B-hl-

BAFG/lOi/Op Se
Em.lﬂp 27.2 llll.

m;Ln:Lmum and you are to explam to Greck: Staff that, in their
own :mterests, 1t is ossentlal until enemy air act:.v:u.ty
is reduced to noma.'l. proportlons" signalled Air Vice

Marshal D'Albiace YThe ‘primaxy targets for evén Blenheims

v »?

-3n Greece should be Valona and Durazzo, whenever these can

be reached", ruled the Chiefs of Staff. It was by no means
easy to win dre»k consent to this reversion to the old
tacticse Oe C. West W:mg report of March 17th records -
"Unfortunately officers of the Army Headquarters at

Jannina have contrary views. They contrast these con-
stant and of longer duration enemy ‘raids - vnth our .two
out:.ngs per day and numerous are the S.O.St Wh:Lch reach

'bhlS Headquarters for not only more f:.ghter patrols but

also for more :E‘requent bomb:n.ngs of targets such as gun

pOSIt].OIlS a.nd front Tine enemy troop positions, In vain

have we very da.plomtlcally po:.nted out that the bom'b:l.ng
/of such
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of such targets is of no advantage, stating as example
résults of enemy air sction, In vain have we tried to
.explain to them the pr;:\per employment of an air force
and the disparity bef#;é;n our é.trength and Jchea.i;. of the
enemy, At the end we gained our point, but the same
discussion started fﬂ.l over.eggin on the morroﬁ.
Nevertheless, jokingly, we aga:m pressed our point of
view and élways parted at the Greek Headquorters in a
most friendly and cordial atmosphere, Meﬁbers of the -
Wing Headquarters after the war will be really very
well trained for diplomatic missions.! Scmeone has
- S4124/1/0ps. written in pencil in the morgin of the Despatch -
Enc, 1730410 |

- "So will we',

German Concentration in the Balkans,

By the beginning of March the Italian forces in -
Albania had been built up to 29 divisions. The
Germans had by then completed their occupation of
Rumania, The German occupation'of‘ Rumenia had a
triple éf‘fec’c. Not only did it createa new strategi-
cal situation in the ‘Balkans, not only did it put into
German hands a new séﬁxi:e of oil supply, but it also
cut off from the othexl Balkan -couﬁtries - Yugosla.via(ll),
Turkey,. and, to a lesser éﬁrtent, Greece - the main

" source of such meagre oil supplies as they possessed.
It rendered their forces immobile. Anglo-Yugoslav
relations, in porticular, fell into an impasse. The
Yugoslavs afgﬁea that 'l:hey: could not do anything un-
less they had some oil. The British argu;d'that they
could not spare any 0il until they had some guerantee
thet the Yugoslavs would do somethinge-

/The Germens

(11) The aviation petrol which the Yugoslavs did not zctually import from
Rumania in pre-war days they bought in the form of special crude oil which
wes moede up for them in Rumenia, They were, therefore, entirely dependent
on Rumenian suppliese ‘ : :



The Germans were nowy infiltrating into Bulgaria.
‘Before the T+'alinn attack on Greece the Bulgarian Govern-

L

men'b hdd bcen loud 1n :Lts protestations that nothing would

1nduce 11: to tﬁkc & mean advantage of such an opportunlty

.;hould 11: be presented to them,  "The Bulgarlc.n Minister

F.0. to Sir °
Michael Palairet -.
N0-535 23 8J+0o

stated in conversatlon at the Foreign Office on 2lst .

:|.nstant that he was sure that Bulgaria would in no circum-

.‘{‘,'.‘t_: kN s "

stances prof:f- by an atto.ck by Italy on Greece in order to

'sa.t:.sfy hcr cla:un to an, outlet on the Aegean,“ But it

'would have been too much to lmve expected her to display

' such abncgb.tlon in the face of the actual temptat:.on, and

the Germans with their promises had, on the wh,ole 5 been i
Welcomed in Bulgaria. A Gexman . 'u.rcraft had force-—land.ed

at Kavalla on March 2nd cnd ’che crew had been captured,

""'Other aircraft of unknmm na.tlomllty had flom on re-

Opsum 268A Lo3.41.
Opsum 272 9.3.41e
Opsum 274 .1133,1419

Opsums 281, 282
18»’3.“‘.

connaissance over Thrace on that day and again on March 7th,
flying from Kera Boulck, On March 8th these aircreft flew
as fer as Mount Olympus. Thenceforward such ectivity was
continuous until the Germen decloration of v?ar, and by the
ﬁiddle of ‘cl'vleimonth extended as far south as Athens and -
the Pirasus. |

Our Covnter-Recomm:Ls Sance.

The f‘act tha‘l: the Greeks would not allow us to use
the Sglonika an.rflelds and that we respected Bulgarian
neutrality cven after the Germa.n occupation of that country,

prevented us from any effect:.ve counter-reconnaissances,
t

Ye’c we were not, in fact, absolutely obedient to Greek

W:l.shes. On Apr:.l 2nd HeQa, R,A F., Middle East gignal-

BFG/AOC/6 Enc;BA

led H.Q., B.F. 5 Greece "Consider desirsble carry out some
air Photograp‘ay :Lrportant po:mts Croco~Bulgazis:
frontler. Presumably Greece -unw:.lln.ng allow us do this

but have now got available long—range photographic Hurri-. -

. canee: My ...uggest:.on :Ls that without asking Greece! s

[consent 1
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consent I should despatch eireraft to Lerissa for
teﬁl;)orazy attachment 33 Squadron where try and cerry
out high altitude photographs Blitza or other points
you consider desirsble,"

Group Captain Wille&s, SsdeS¢0., BeFs, Greece
replied on April 3rd - "Would welcome photographic
Hurricane which can do moét urgent and important werk.
as you suggest., Have done considerable amount of
photography Macedonia and Thrace but feel necd of
crossing frontigr. Agree this could be done
surreptitiously‘ without necessarily informing Greeks",
On April 6th the Goxmens invaded,

.v_ Attitude before German Menace,

Before the German menace there was not the

national unity that there was in face of the Italians;

-04Ce West Wing reported cases of sabotage from Western

Greece and that "q_ﬁite a number of pedple suffering
from Germonophobia are spreading defeatist views, These
views are not stated openly but in a rather suggestive
manner," The Port Commander at S#rande s a former
Naval Attache in Berlin, and a Cavalry Staff Major

were sent back to Athens for suéh activitiess The
Chiefs in commend of the Central and Southern sectors
of' the f':cont were placed on the retired list for
suggeétiné zt'hvat German demends should be considered, e

before rejection, On the other hand, allegedly pro-

German officials were appointed to important positions

in Northern Greece ~ General Rangabe to be Military
Governor at Selonika and M. Kodzias o be Governor

of Thrace. The King pleaded that these officials
had asked for an opportunity to prove that. they were
nqt pro-German, It seemed an odd moment and odd
pésitions for such en experinent. After My Corizis's

/suicide even
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suicide M, Kodzias was even President of the Council foz;
twenty four hours, |

The Greek Govermment, recogniging that there was no

escape in any event, was nowwllling to receive a British

Expeditionary Force, The military plons were, however, in
great conf‘usmn. In the midﬂie -of January General Wavell

had v:.s:n.ted G-reece to offer the help of a British

‘Expeditionary Force, but the offer was then still declined.,

But, on January 29th General Metaxas died and his successor
(M, Corizié) sent, on February 8th, a request to know what
British forces would be available against a German attack
on Greece » On Februa:cy 22nd a mcet:_ng took place at Tatoi
Paleace between Mr, Eden, General Wavell, General Dill, Air
Chief Marshal‘isongtnore and the Greek authorities.

Mr, Edon's Report. RN

Mr, Eden had reported the previous day to the Prime

Minister - "Gravest anxiety is not in respect of army but of

- ‘air, There is no doubt that need to fight a German Air

Force instead of Italian is creating a new.problem for

Longmors, My own irpression is that all his squadrons here

_are not quite up to standard of their counterpart at home,

. Having been very hardly worked in chasing Italians these

last months some of them are tiréd and the supply of modern
aircraft still leaves much to be desired., Many good
(troop)ers are still mounted on wretched horses., We
should all have‘liked to approach Grecce tomorrow with a
suggestion that we should join with them in holding a

line to defend Salonica but both Longmorg and Cunningham
are convinced that our present resources will not allow

us to do this, 4&s regards general prospects of a Greek
campaign it is of course a gamble to send forces to the

mainland of Europe to fight Germens at this time, No

/one can give
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one kce.n give a guarantee of success +... We are not
without hope that 11: might succesd to the extent of
hg.‘l.ting the Germens before they overrun all éreece,{’

"We are egreed we should do everything in our

" power to bring the fullest measure of help to Greeks

at earliest rossible moment, If the help we can
offer is acoepted by the Crecks we belicve there is a
vfair chance of halting a German advance and preventing
Greece from being overrun. L:Lru“t:.ons however of
our resources especially in the air will not allow of
help :being given to Turkey at ‘the some time iff Greeec

is to be supported on an effective scalco ° Longmore

‘hes képt the Chief of Air Staff informed of 5leOS.Jlons~

of his forces. Attacks by Germen aircraft on
Benghazi and his other (? gp omitted) in East Africc
leave him with much ismaller margin of modern aircrafi
suitable; to neet Germans than we had estimated ,...V,

Squadrons now supporting Grecks have been incr}eo._sed' to - .

seven, In addition one borber squadron this month

-t0 be followéd by two bomber squadroﬁs and one army

co-operation squadron (Hurricene and Lysenders) which
will be mede available by the end of March, He also
hopes to form two fighter squadrons during-March but

this mst depend on supply of equipment and ammnition‘

- for Tomahawks of which date m arrival here is unknown.

Moreover Tonshavks as yet untried in warfare, Three
Wellington squadrons would also be available for long |

distance night.bombing as required from serodromes

- suitable for their oacu:pation, . These dispositions

leave no marg:.n whatever f.‘or any air help to Turkey
from resources at present available or in sight in

the Middle East, Moreover present linited air

. forces available maice it doubtful whether we can hold

/o lirie covering
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a 11ne cover:mg So.lon:u.oa which General W avcll is, Brepared

Ly}
'.‘\

4 to contempla.te. . Comander—m—Cluef of‘ Med;t‘érranean con- i

: s:Lders that we ca.n supply ’che neccss'ury protect:.on at sea to

enable Sa.lon:Lc" to be used as base bu§ emphos:Lses that to
do thls he w:Lll need. ;.:1:0 protcctlon \vh:Lch we fear would

prove an insuperecble dlfflculty ssee General Wavell has

3

o the followmg forces 'zva:x.la.ble for Greoce in immedifte and

the near future. F:Lrstly one a;rnoured brigade and a New
Zealand division (now reised to three :.ni‘mtry br:.gades)

ready to sail, to be f‘ollowed ‘by Polish brigade,

>‘.Austral;|.em lelSlon, a second armoured bra.gad.e an Australian

d:Lv:Ls:.on, a second c.rnoured brigade (if required) and a

; second Aus‘bral:.w. dlv::.sa.on :Ln that order eeve

Ngr own conclusmn wh:Lch ColeGaeS @nd Commanders-in-
Chief shau:‘e is the:t in the m“zed:Late I"uture a.ss:.s’cance to
the Greeks who are f:.ghtlng and are threetened mst have
f:l.rst call on resources. |

The Meeting of the Con: mders—-:.n—Ch:n.ef

At thet meet:.ng Gener:.l Wavell asked Generel Pepagos

(the Greek Commander-in-Chief) what were the Greek

" strategical plans sgainst invesion.  General Papagos

answered that with large forces involved against the Ttelions

v':l.n Albania and with Yugoslav support still uncertain the

Grecks would not ho strong enough to hold their Macedonian

territory. Their plan was to withdraw and attempt to

. steand on the Al:.ak.hmn line in front of‘ Mount Olympus.

The British répresentat:,ves accepted ’ch:.s plan and
Mr. Eden and Sir John D::.ll left Greece for Turkey.

The Athens Conference.

- At the beg:.nnlng of Me:coh the Br:Lt:Lsh representatives

eturned from Turkey to Athens. Arr:.v:u.ng there, they

- found to their. disnay that Genen.'l. Papa.gos had now chenged

. his plan,. Instencl of \nthc]rawmg from Macedon:u.a he was

/now propos:mg
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now proposing to hold it and demanded that the British

. troops land at Saionj.l;a.'in order to assist in its

defencee General Wavell and_ thé British authorities

objecteds ~Mre Churchill, when the change was reported

- to hin, in view of the new plan, the worsening of Greek

morele and the fact that the Suez Canal was at thet
moment temporarily “c.:lose'd,.' even spoke of "liberating the
Grgeks fron feeling bound to reject German ultimatun ee
ess We do not see any reasons for expecting success." |
This was to Sir M, Palaivet 'unthinkeble's '"We shall
be pilloried by the C;reeks and the world in gemeral as
going bz_a,_ck on ~our wo‘rd. There is no question of
liberating Greeks from feeling bound to reject ultimatum.
They have decidea 1;0 fight Germony alone.if necessaxry,"
"Chief. of Imperial Genersl Staff end I in consultation_
with three ,Conmwnders-;ih—cpief vesse T me{nimousiy
agreed that, despite tﬁe'heavy conmitments and grave
risks which are undoubtedly involved, espécially in

view of our limited naval'and air resources, the right
decision was takeri" "Pale.ifet’s telegraoms eese ShOW
the position from the Greek angle", wrote.Mr, Eden to
the Prime Min:ister.- A nc'ﬁ: very satisfactory corm-
promise plan was thex.*efcre adopted. Three Greek
divisions were to remain in Macedonia and atteupt to
hold theres Thx»eé more divisions and seven ine
dependent 'battalié}ls were —tq_ concemtrate on the
Aliakhron line, which they were to hold until the
axrrival ohf the British continger;t which was to be
disembarked at the Piraeus and Volos. The seven
independept battalions were to come from Western
Thrace ,. whose defence, it was héped, would be taken
over by the Turks, but on the 12th March the Turkish

Minister for Foreign Affairs told Sir H. Knatchbull-

Hugesson that the Turkish answers about going into
/Thrace
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Foreign Office Thrace "would be negative",

No,520 e : i
The Landincf of British Troops.

. The land:r.ng of Brn.t:.sh troops during March proceeded
| W:Lth la.t‘cle a;Lr interference, Germeny not yet being at war
w:Lth Greece. , The German., thought it more important thot
the:l.r d:.plomats' should observe what was landed. The German
| Ma.ruster, Pr:mce Ehrbach-Sohon’burg, a naster of perf‘ect
Engllsh strolled. through the streets of Athens and took
every opportum.ty of conversing. plee.santly with British
troops, and on one occasion even got himgelf invited to an
Officers! Mess. | The Frencl; .rl}anlster {rae 'suepeo'{;ed; of -
second:mg hls efforts. '
_ The new plan Was agreed upon at a conferenoe that
' went on from Md‘oh 2nd to 5th. At the session of March 4th,
: CAdx V:Loe Marshal D'Alblac suggestod t.lm,:t' Ve shou'l.d .antlcn.pate :
the German conc.em:ce.tlons by a Wellington attack on Sofia
ron Msrch 9th, "'Gfeek authoﬁties has asked us to refrain.
T from 'boml;ing oﬁerations on 'Rtmmrﬁ.a. and Bulgaria from Greck |
bases until e.. state of war existe(l between Germany and
.Greeo.e, We are :mcl:l.necl to think that to take initistive
:Ln 'bom].;:.ng Ge:man l:_nes of conmum.catlon from Danube to
G-reco—Bulgo frontler ru.ght be advan‘bageous to us during

perlod of concentr t:x.ons, even though Germans retalmted

v
.

on our ports of ch.sembarkat:.on as soon as they were in a
pos:Ltn.on ‘bo do SO, | It seens likely that Germans have not
initiated bombing, either because they are not ready, or
else because fhey tl:ink ‘I::hey would lose more than they
Would ga:l.n by the exc]:mnge. Initiative by us is therefore
ln.kely to upset thelr calculotlons and plans, We

could not, of course, inltlate 'bom‘b:n.ng without the
w:.ll:x.ng consent of Greeks s nor could we ask for this
unless we were sa'blsfn.ed that weather and strength of

our borbing force available would enable cffective

/attacks to be
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attacks to Be maintained," but the Greeks.would not
hear of that, On March 27th, the situation was
éhanged by a coup d'etat in Yugoslavia which put into
power there a Government which would certainly declare
wer if the Gem-s,w- atter_r_mt,exc't to march through Yugoslav
territorys This aroused in the volatile Greeks a
mood of what proved to be most éﬁ;&éssive optimism, and
in a conference held the next .éay between the Secretary
of State and the Greek Leaders, Géneral Papagos talked
Wj.th confidence of a joint Greco~Turkish~Yugoslav |
thrust t‘ov uphold a line from the Black Sea. to the
Adrlatlc ). and .of Yugoslav ass:.sta.nce to help the

JellUT .

Greeks in 1;Lqua.da'b10n of the Albann.a.n War'.

The Florina Conference.,

, At a conference at Florina on April 3rd between
General Papagos and General Sir Maltland W:Llson, the
British Commander, General Jemkov:w.tch newly appointed
Yugoslav Director of M:Ll:l.tary Operatlons a.nd
Intell:.gence » Showad that the Yugoslavs were
quite unprepared and that therc was no propsecf o:['
their immediate res:.ste.nce being in the least effective.
We took the line that we could not "base unit in
Yugoslavia unless military situation was secure" -
which, of course, it was not. The most that we were
able to contemplate was "to operate from an advanced
landing ground in Jugoslavia on account of ’che
political value," :- Even that, of course, did not
prove posasible.v' The talks were, as Air Vice Marshal
D'Albiac reported, "from purely air point of view,
rather fruitléés oo Yugoslay delegates pressed for
maximum air assistance everywhere but were not in a

./position to
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f‘-poa.:.t:.on to da.scuss dotalls
.Cap_o M:a.’ca.gam= .
' On Ma.rch 28‘ch, all tho bombers in Greece had co-oper-
.‘ated w:Lth the Navy :_nA the ba‘ctle of Cape Matapan, and the
' .Blenhelme, aoting on Sundorland reconnan.ssance reports, had
made f:.ve attaoks, COITTDI‘lSJ.ng 214. sortles , on enemy warships,
»cla:.m:.ng d:_rect h:.ts on 2 cruisers and 1 destroyer.

Air Forces At tho T:lme of 'bhe Geman Invas:.on.

Everything had now to be suborﬂlnated to preparations
for the coming of the Ebcped:.‘czona:y Force. Work on new
" airfields etcs had to be suspended but as the .v.rea’cher was.
- now :dry th:.s d:n_d ot very much matter. Although reinforce~ _

nents were not arr:.v:Lng as rapn.dly as had been promised,

e although all ‘che squadrons were much below strength owing

to casualtles and the re-equ::pment of the fighter squadron
of Hurrlc:anes was delayed, yet the coming of the

‘Expeditionary. Force cloarly thre\r a new task on to the
shoulders of ‘cho small R.A/F, In addition to supporting

~ the Greeks in Alban:l.a, it now had to be ready both to
cover the Brltlsh troops at their ports of disembarkation
and also ‘l:o support fhem in position,s It had also to
assist tho heavy night. boinbers-'in Eg;}pt in the control of
enemy act:.v:.ty aga:z.nst British’ shipping in the Aegean and
m:.nelaylng in the Suez ‘Camal from the’ Dodecanese. The
Dod.ecanese had alroady ’been ‘attacked in March 'both from
Egrpt and from Greece, -
There were in Greece &t the end of March ~
3 medium borber souaﬁrons (2 Blenheim Is and 1
Blenheim IV) with ancther Blenheim IV squadron
expectéd, (It, in fact, arrived in time to take
_part. in the oempa:.gn).

/3 Pighter

(12) It is a curious commentary on the state of Yugoslav inf'ormation

that when Sir-John Dill, Chief of the Imperial General Staff,

paid a secret visit to Belgrade on March 3lst, the secret was
so well kept that the Yugoslavs, even after the conference in
which they explained to him the whole of their military plans,

Anglo Yugoslav had no idea to whom they had been talking, lmaginicg hin to have

Discussions

been a'Commander representing G¢0.C. British Forces in Grecca,"
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3 f‘i§h’cer squadrons and 2 half-squadrons
(1% Gladiators, 1} Hurricenes and 1 Blenheim).

1 Army Co-operation Squadron and a Commmications
Unit Lysender Squadron were also expecteds The
Lysanders, in fact, arrived.

This mode a total of some 80 servicesble aircraft, or
200 including reserves, to oppose 800 German aircraft
on.the Eastern front, 160 Italian aircraft in Albania
and 150 aircraft based in Italy to operate over Grecce
and Albania., Of these encmy aircraft over 40 per cent
were fighters, under 40 per cent bonbers and dive-
bombers and the remainder recomnaissance aircraft.

1
About half of our aircraft were. bombers( 3).

Air Vice Mershel D'Albiac proposed that onec:
bomber (Blenheim No,211) and one fighter (Gladiator,
No.112) squadron be allocated to the Albanian front to
form what was called the Western Wing with Headquarters
‘at Janina,

The priority of defence for other targets he
rated as follows:~

(1) Port of Pireaus and Athens base.area,
(2) Port of Volos and base areas
(3) Larissa base area.
(4) Lines of commmication to Macedonian and Albanian
fronts.
(5) Preveza,
(6) Janina,.
To defend the Pireaus, one fighter squadron (No.80
Gladiator, re-srmed with Hurricanes) was to be stationed
at Eleusis, There were also in the Athens area
. /detachments of
13 Air Chief Marshal Longmore, Dgspatch 2, Section Ll,
Memorandum of the Employment of the R.A.F. Units in Greecei.
gives somewhat different figures, "At the beginning of their
40C/9 cempaign the Gormans had about a thousand planes of verious
Enc.884, typese About a third were fighters, nearly a fifth dive-bombers.
Against this we had about 150 acroplancs of various types esees

The German main 4ir Force was supplemented by German and Ttalirn
Air Forces operating from Sicily and the Dodecanese."
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dotachments.of Nos.37 and 38 Wcll...ngton bomber squadrons,
and. No°89 (Blcnho:.m) ‘bomber squadron was also stationed at
Menidi, -.

‘ To dofend Volos and Larissa one :f‘:.gh’cer squadron
(No.33 Harrlcanes) was to be stationed at Larissa, There
was to be no specific gllotment to defend the lines of
comuﬁica.t:i;An to Macedonia, -

Preveza v;ras to be covered by‘an ocbasional long-dise
| tance fighter péi'trol from’ either Elcusis or Araxos, All
’chese units werc to be imder the direct command of H.Qe,
R.A;F,, ‘Greece, - Janina was to be defended by the fighter
.sqﬁadroﬁ allocatod to the Albanian fronte

'I‘his ‘ZL.e'f”c :two' 'bbmb’e"*“’équadrons (Nosell and 113
Blenh: .ms) and no’ flghter squadron for allocation to the
' Macedmlan, or as'it was soon to bocome the Aliskhmon front,
with the hope of a ‘reinforcement of one bomber and one
f::.ghter squadron, This was’ to.be called the Eastern Wing.

- A serious earthquake on mch lst had severely damaged -
the airficlds at Kazakiqr and Trikkale, and work in hend
at I\Iea. Aghialos was not yct completed. The weather was
improving end the ground drying at the time of the German
invasion, but after the recent rains landing grounds which B
would ha.ve been\sewa.cea.ble a week later were not
serviceable yet, This left only two a:.rflelds in tha.t
area immediately availsble for Blenheims or Hurricanes, p
© Lerissa itself and Alm;yros mn the Gulf of Pagasai to the
‘southwest of Vol'os.~ Air Vice Marshél D'Albiac proposed
that the two Blenheim Bomber Squadrons be stationed at
Almyros and the two Hurricane Fighter Squadrons (if and
when the second squa.dron arr:wed) be s'te_t:.oned at
Larlssa., . If an .A:r-my Co-oPera.t:Lon Squadron arrived and
if reconra.lssance should show the airfield to be usable,

it was nroposed tha.t it ‘should be sta’c:.oned further north

/at Kasa:(u.
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| at Kasani(u"). At Lerissa the covér.ﬁas well dispersed,
"witb;.hangars at tﬁé'opyos:ité':énd of the serodrome,
. Tﬁero wos a satellite s—e::ven miles to the west where the
H\lwrricmxe Squadron was based as proposed, but it was
found that the G-J:;éek Air Force was already in occupa-

" tion of Almyros anci, therefore, there was only room
for one bmn'ﬁer Squadron theres The other had
temporarily to be accommodsted at Lerissa and then
moved tq Niamata, an unhealthy spot owing to a malarial
lake but the onl:} othér _aerodioiﬁe available, It was
en additional disadvantege at Niamata that thore was mo

roon for{ dispersion 61‘ airexraft,

\

Aircraft Roles.

As tho force was so scanty Air Vice Marshal
D‘Albiac insisted strongly on the necessity for cén—
servation of our resoﬁrces s and laid down the following
general guidance on the functions of the g;i.rcra:f't:-‘

(2) Strategical rcconna;issance. Blenheim IV's opera-

ting singly by day at
maxirum heighte.

(b) Close roconnaissance. Army Co-operation
aircraft,

(c) Strategical bombing, -  Wedlingtons and
‘ : Blenheins at. night,

(d) Close bombing, ' Blenheims by day
escorted by fighters,

(e) Fighter policy, ' Offensive patrols,
, escorts, defence of
vitel sreas,
In addition to the R.i,F. forces six Swordfish of the
Fleet Air Arm reached Greece on March 1lth and were
stationed at Paramythia, whence they attacked both

/Valona and

(14) With the Grecks at onoe felling back on the Aliakhmon line it was,

‘ in fact, stationed at Kazaklar, but, as it hardly ever had more
then one Hurricanc available and as it was not possible to use its
Lysanders in face of German opposition, it was not able to accomplish
very much. Reconnaissance tasks had to be carried out by fighters.



Valona and Durazzo and sank soveral ships, scoring five
dircct qn& two probeble torpedo hits on shipping,

' Headquarters Locations: Conmumcatlon D:.i‘flcultles.

It had been proposcd to establlsh an R4 Fe Wing
Headquarters on the Bagto Pront Wlthn.n a reasone.blc dis-
~venca of the gemral Force H.Q. but no‘c in the same place.
- 'Bu‘c, \Hen tne full -establishment of the Wing Headguarters
had not arrlved by the: 'boglnnlng of the campaign, it was
thought best to. esta'bllsh the Wing Headquartcrs in the

Force Commar;der S HEeSSe 'The first; of these joirt Head-

- quarter _was establ:.shed ‘at Ellasson, about 25 miles north-

e West of LuI‘lS . As a result; there was throughout the

’ {".'Eca.npnlgn tie most .close and. cord:.ol co-opera‘clon between .
the W:mg Commander and the Force'Cotmender snd his BeGeS.
There was from the first great &:i“flculty about
telephone corrmmn:.catlons between: Ellasson and the
- squa.drons, It was not found possible to provlde direct
 ‘lines botween H,Q. and the acrodromes. There was a direct
":]1nc to Lar:.ssa but there was found to be ‘the greatest
i d:.ff’:.culty in us 1ng ite The Force line was used where-
ever possible, and, in order to give orders to Nismata or
Alﬁgrros , 'their had to be telephoned in code to Larissa and
th_env tglepb:vi@?@ff‘?n, Communications between Larissa and
"}ﬁ.ﬁérros \i'er;c; .‘pa.;'ticularly bad owing to the fact that the
A:r Defence Cen&e used the éame line for reporting enemy
aircraft,  Priority calls tock as much as five to six L~
hours, _and':eveﬁtua.lly it was necessary to use the
equadron at Almyros only for such direct support ’cargets
as could be arranged scme hours be;orehand. The Greeks
had an Observer System for spotting enexny aircraft and
th::.s ‘system worked quite well during the early days of
the c'ampa:l.gl, nessages being sent through to a fighter
Op.elf‘a;d'j.ons robm esteblished at Larissa, but, when the

/troops withdrew,
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wifp‘ w:,_thﬁ.'t‘hw the e,bservers mthdrew W:Lth thezn
an& the sys‘b?am ﬁf course collapsed.

e
i
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SECTION IV

" HE GEBMAN HPTAGK

BFG/AOG/h Ence50A - - On April 2nd the Greek Gévernment hed agreod that

QQ .

- ghould-thoré Be 'a Cermar attack on Yugoslav:.a, the

R.A.F. ‘might operate from Greek aerodromes against @\;uy
e : URREH R IR RS | Q é e “'é:a"!‘
BAFG/953/ATR: «oick *“té:‘géﬁ. Air‘*vlce Marshal D‘Al'bia.c alwsys had é.té@%‘a:n
EnC.llA’ z}..l{-.&l. - il . v‘L o J"&J\.
Cadl o benioae ha:iker:.ng g r Sy atta.ck 1'icn the Rumanian oil wells and
: S b |
AT St o : *the authomt:.es seem to have agreed on the des:.ra.folli y
", . cepen roidie cdSy Jrieganh LGS
RIS NG ,o:f‘ such ra:!.ds but had postponed them@tlll %he moon ” ¥
LN k‘“ A7 \
per:n.od ‘of Apr:l.l. : "My oplnlon earlleat date for suse
. BeTLEY . } rt
Liow Aol D 'ba.:.ned raids would ’be Apml moon per:Lod by which time
: C t o BIERL pi0

Dolioan advance British Force El:.semba:'c;ked and reasonably
. establ:.shed. Maxrch moon period will coincide ads-
enbarka.tlon Br:.t:l.sh tr00ps and would probably result in
A0C/9 Ence 324 a German air attack", signalled the Chief of the Air
Staff on February 28, but by the April moon the Rui.F.
in Greece were to be otherwise engaged and there were
to be obstacles more potent than those of Greek re-

luctance to the use of the Salonike airfields,
The Opening of the Attack,

- As has been saidy the' German: ‘84thck began ‘On._,.,L..~~ ¢
'3'? :

Ap:c*:.l 6th(15) T Adr -reporbs 'showe'd"an‘ attaak on the
- Rupel ‘Pass" and Mt. Beles a.nd mechanical tra.nsport on
the road. for Petr:.ch. F:.ghters were’ sent to atta.ck the
enemy e.t the Rupel Pass. : 12 Hurricanes of Noe33
Squadron met 20( 6) Me.109s and ..-.hot down .5 without
1oss. . As & result of. th:.s, the Squadron Cmmder
agreed. for the future to allow his Hurricanes to

/operate in

(15) That is to say, the military attack proper, The Pirst G German attack
on Greek territory, as opposed to recomnaissance flights, was an
attack by Ju.88s and Messerschmitts on Corfu on April l;.th.

(16) So Combat Reports and Air Vice Mershal D!'Albiac's Despa.tch,
'~ Section '39s  Longmore, Part II, Sectn.on 91, says '30',
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. opera:he in :f‘ormatlons of six instead of in twelve s«. ! That
'mght (6th/7th) Sofia, Gorna Dawnaya, Simitli and Petrich

were bombed by Well:.ngtons and Blenhen.ms from Athens and
the Lar:a.ssa Pla.in, w:Lth good results. ' The next day (the

7th) no reoonna:.ssame was poss:.ble because of the woather,
.The most ingporta.nt of the enen;y 3 roads at that moment was
‘.the S‘crwnitsa roa.d, as all transport had to pass along
N 1.:11: both for Salonika, for the a.ttack on the Aliskhmon line,

X and for the attack on Yu.goslav:.a. Therefore, in spite of

the bad weather, Blenhe:uns of Nos,11, 84 and 113 Squedrons,
got through and bombed transport on this roa.d on both the
7'th and the Sth. They also ‘bombed Petrlch in Bulgar:x.a and
Ax:.opolis and. J?olykastron in Macedonia, On the 71:h the

_Hurr:.canes destroyed a Dorniers Thc Greeks, cut off in

‘the Rupel Pass, sent back en appoal for air support, but it

was not thought pOSSlble w:n.th suoh limited resouroes to

‘d:.ssu)ate f‘orces i.n the assistance of' a cause that was

already 1ost Salon:.ka fell on Apr::.l 8th.

' The Yggoslav Collagse. _

By thc 9th 1t was ev:Ldent that the Germans were

pouring through Strum:.tsa, not only ageinst Salonika but ain

.e\ren greater numbera, aga:_nst the Monastir Gav, The Greek

e

.H.Q. ¢ .Apr:.l 6'bh :Lssued en appoal for a " rong Yuéo...lav

! @mwaasgawaqag to ks Whase on e Ehasle of ik G

atack, if poss.n,ble towards the Strumitss vailey in ordep

- to re;ieve our foroes fighting south of Beles in the
Struma. Valley$ But no such attack was foz'*hoom:,ng. The

,Yugosla.vs were 1ll~pvepared for war, even :Ln congpar:.son

Ope.;-ations Reqozﬂ w,‘i,th other countries, On April 7 they issued an absurd
ok

_pa.n:.c appeal I‘or ‘air ass:.stance to the extent of. at
least 800 aircraftt, In Novenber, - Pr::.nce Paul had told
owr M:m:.ster in Belgrade s that they only possessed

/eviation Spirit
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avia.‘cionk spirit for a fortnight's warfare e The

A British and Greek military authorities had made a great

misteke in encouraging thew to dctach four Divisiors that
they could ill spare for an entirely useless invasion
of -Albam.a and -~ a result, they had nothing effective

1eft with wh:.ch to meet the Germans in their cwn.

country, The Yugoslav forces were stretched out in a

long march:.ng l:me a.l_on'g s roado - 150 miles of-

infantry-men and._horseu and ox-drawm yehlcles. The'
Germans had only to SWOOP down, dive-'bomb. and mechine~
gun the mtually defenceless trocms and the Army was
at an end.  They sent through c'siii* ‘/Lm:Lster in Belgrede
on April 9 an appeal to Air V:.ce "[arshal D!'Albiac that

the Germans were noW emerging from Karanik Gorge and

that there was a great opportunity to bomb thems

"They had not yet emerged (?) from the Gorge and there
is at least chence to bomb them before they do so.
Yugoslavs most urgently press:mg something to be
attempted as situation most critical," 6 Blenheims
of No.8lL Sguadron ‘,hoo'ic" <->ﬁ"bon the attenpt, but had to

turn beck owing to complete a'bsence of visibility,

~Ibid, Air Vice Marshal D'Albiac could only reply - "I realise
fully the urgent need for hor ‘bln{‘f ~upport for
Yugoslavia and am doing all in my power to meet ite
Have already made attempt to get 1y bombers through
but low clouds s ‘ra.in‘,‘ and mist over area concermed for
last 72 hours have made it - suite impossible."
/The next day
(17) It is true that on March 11tk the “ugoslev Alr Steff told our
Air Atteche in Belgrade that "The Air Force has plenty of petrol
for a(very early) war and did not deny the figure of 20,000 tons
A, file suggested to him by me, The real figure is therefore ln.ke]y to
S46759 be greater," But there is little reason to think that this was
Ence.2lA - true although, obviously, it was never possible to chsck the

proper figure as wha:bever they possessed was so rapidly captured
by the Germa.ns. : . .
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. The next day (4pril 10th) he reported - "Germa.n advence

: Westwe.rds from Skoplje towards. Florma cont:mues rapidly and-:

th:Ls morm.ng r'ecco reports enemy troops near Veve ten miles

east of Florina. ‘Weather. cont:.nuos ba.d but is 1mprov:mg

. Ma.de several atterpts to get borbors through yesterday but

mth no luck, Night operations also 1r1poss:.b1e. Have

eveiy hope of getting some attack in today. "
The Splitting of the Greek Forces., v

The Germans were therefore neetlng with virtually no
res:.stance from the Yugoslavs > and it was clear that they

would soon be able to cone down south ft-om Monastir through

‘Florina and Kasani against the zdlak}umn pos:.t:.on and

entlrely cut off the troops both in Id.ban:.u and in Macedonia,
There was no altemat:;v_q but to vn.thdraw completely to the

Aliakhmon, Such a. withdrawal brought N:Lano.ta close. tp the

'ba.ttle area, It was necessa:cy to W:u,hdraw the ground party

~ there and to use it only as an advance landa.ng ground, In

order to cause delay, Blenhe:uns 'bombed enemy transport

columns and concentrations on the roed between Prilep and

* Monastir on the 10th, "causing great.coni’ﬁs ion and casualties",

end in the Amyntaion area. On the might of 1lth/12th
Wellingtons‘ attacked enemy positions at Prilep and Kilkis,
Meanwhile, communications between the A.O'.C. at Athens and

the Wing and Force Comanders at Ellasson had almost broken

‘dovmi, " end therefore an officer had to be sent forward to

- take command in the battle ba'rea.

The Withdrawal to Thermopylae.
It became-i'apidly clear- that even. the Aliakhmon line

- could not be held. and there must. be e general withdrawal

on Thermopylae.- Therefore s all R.A.F. un:rts in the -
Thesallian Plain had to be evacuated. " Up to “the _.13'bh the
weather had been bad and the Germans had hardly operated,

Then the weathexr had improved, and became perfect for
/attack.
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attesk, The Germans brought forward their fighters to
the Prilep and Monastir arcas. The Yugoslavs by then
officially described their situation as "desperate" and
their Govermment as "leav-iﬂg their country", Heavy
air attacks were being made. on oux. troops. Our
Hurricanes replied with an attack on enehy transport
at Ptolcmais and many encr - airer:>%% were shot down,
The enerny determined to' tee his revenge on our air-
craft. On fpril 13th 4 ¢ wplete Ssrmotion of 6.
Blenheims of 211 Squadron ihich wes attenpting to

attack enemy transport on “a: ro.d from Birol,” to

- to Prilep was ‘destroyed by Me.1093. On the 15th,

short-range fighters shot up Nioreta airfield and
destroyed evez‘;};,aircraft of “he Blenheim Squadron
located there, ' At about the: samc timc » Me. 109s
appeared over Larissa withou’- warning and ﬂastroyed:;.wr
two Hurricanes while they were taking off. The titpa -
succeeded in taking off and destroyed an Me,109. On
the night of 13th/Lth 10 Wellingtons of 37 and 38

~ Squadrons attacked the railway goods yards at Sof'ia,

and others borbed and machine~-gunned M,T, convoys at

Tennitsa and Gorna Djumaya.  On fae 1ith/15th they

broke the bridge over the Varcar' "0) at Velos and

Blenheims bombed enemy colvmns on +he road from
Ptolemais to Kozani, This last attack wé.s 'repaé.t,ed:

on the.15th/16th and during the following day.

The "Times" of April 19th published a message from

an Australian correspondent » written on April 17th -

"For two days I have been bombed, machine-gunned and
shot at by all and sundry., German Stukas have blown

/two cars

(18) The. river which is called Verdsr in Yugrslavie is the Axios in Greece.



Ao 0 [ C. “'in‘{'Cg . to

%,0.4.8,

A.VO [ C a "'in"C. 'tO

V'COAQSQ
1845441,

L4,

244,

two cars from under me and strafed & third ¢, all day end
all night there have been waves of armies in the sky, 18 '

Messerschm:.tts strafed us on the” ‘rdad last evan:lng.

Bullets rlpped the trucks and ons* was destroyed, ‘bvat nobody
was hurt a:nd nothing lost except “the truck, Bef‘ore ﬁha.t
the convoy I was in was attacked seven times in two hours,
but not once was the convoy disorganised or broken up. The
Germans are using a fantastic amount of aircraft, more than
ever I saw in No:rway wder similar conditions of terrain,
Goer:mg must have a th:.rd of his air force . opera‘c:.ng here
and it is bomb:.ng every nook and cranny,’ hemlet, town and
village in its path." The mach:me-gunning from the lowe
nying aircraft was more devastating than the bombing,

"The last day or two I have talked to a number of the
fellows back from Greece on the subject of low strafing, and
I think the most striking th:Lng is the effectiveness of ‘
mabhine-gun and cannon fire from iow-flying aircraft,
especially when con@ared with bomb:mg", reported Air Marshal
Tedder, The d:.ve-'bombers, a military report said, "did
little damage agalnst our retlr:.ng colums in Greece,
although undisturbed by f:.ghter attack®,  Air Marshal
Tedder agreed. "The d:we-bombers made craters alongside.

the roads and :.ntera:-upted traff::.c ow:mg to movement stopping
whilst the attack was on but the number of vehicles hit

was negligible," "If the Hun liked to go on with such

an e:@enslve and ha:mless amusement he was welcome to do it "

The Cause of Defeat.

W:Lth the bmakdovm of the Greek Observer system we
were at a hopeless disadvantage, and'even though bombing
in a mountainous country such as Greece was not the same
thing as bombing in a flat 'country such as Holland, yet
withdrawal was the only altermative to annihilation, = We
hed neither the technique nor the material to hold withe

| /out eir support

! i;,
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- out air support as the Germsns were able to'do at a

later date in Italy, ’
The reason the Al‘ia.lchmon line had to be abandoned

even before it was attacked was that the Albanian front

| to thb' east Of it had collapsed, Sound.gtrategy

demsnded from the first a Greek iw}':i.t:ildrawal’. from Albenia
as soon as Germany agcla;'ed".war'.‘ The only hope «;:f‘”
protecting Greece was to shorten the lihe and to
establish contact with the British in their Aliékl‘m;on
position, General Papagos admitted the sound stre;tegy
of this but pleaded that it was politically impossible,
The Greek calculation now was tha.t they would, in any
event, be immediately overwhelmed, but, looking to the
future, they ﬁere_most anxious to be able to say that
they had be'él;"'lﬁctorioh's against the Italians and were
only defeated by the Germaﬁé. Therefore, they were
determined not to abandon the territory conquered :E'féﬁ
the Italians until the Germans troops appeared there in
the line against them. ' The highest British hope before
the outbreak of the Greco~Italian wer had been that
"Italy must, if possible, be érevented from achieving
a bloedless victory over Gfeece. If- she is resolved to
obtain control of Greece she ought. to have to fight for
it and not obtain it by bluff and cmpty threats." Of
this British expectation the Greeks were doubtless well
aware, It was their pride to have pI;oved"‘i;E false, and
they were little comforted by a public messa.ge by the
British Primev Minister reminding them how "the over-
whelning numbers of the adversary availed nothing against

1
the men of Themopylae( 9), Marathon end Salemis."

(19) The Greeks, doubtless recalled that "overwhelming numbers" in fact
completely annihilated 'the men of Themopylae!.
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The Epirus Surrgnier,

From April 6th onwards the Germans had been pouring

through Yugoslavia in order to join hands with the Italians

in Northern Albania-and’in order to cstablish thomselves

around Lake Ochrida.on the.Greck-Yigoslav-Albanian frontier,

The Yugoslav southern Aty :capitulated on April 17, and the

Germans were able to- establish themselves on this frontier

without any greét difficulty, - With no railways and only

_ the most primitive of roads it was then too late for the

. Greek Army in Albania to withdraw from Epirus, cross the

Pindus mountains, and join the British forces and the rest
of the Gz_'gek A_.my,, Although even .then the Italians did not
venture to'.attack, yet the. Greek Commander at Yanina capituw
lated with all his Army o the Germans on April 2lst, One
of the conditions of the surrender wes that the Italians
should not bé allowed fo enter. Greece, but the Germans, of
course, broke this condition, The Gérmans were abie

simul taneously to seize thé Greek Aegean Islands with sea~-
borne troéps » whom the Turks allowed to pass unmolested from
the Bulgarian.‘ﬁlack Sea ports through the Bosphorus and
Dardenelles, Alreedy on Aprilz.ll.;.th, General Papagos had,
for the first time, suggested that the British forces showld -
evacuate Greece altogether to save the counbtr:.y ﬁom further
devastation, On April 15th Air Vice Marshal D'Albiac
reported that he had "serviceable only 18 Blenheims, 16
Hufriéanes and 12 Gladiators, apart from Noo37. Squadron -« -

Wellingtons", "Even if army establish then'léelves on rear

DO/AML/IS Enc,974 1line I see no possibility of providing them with adequate

fmuyhoc/h
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air support", he reported, "in view of scarcity of aero-

' dromes behind the line. I consider the time has now come

to implement plan for immediate evacuation at a.ny rate of
the Air Force :m Greece." " On April 17th the K:mg told
Air Vice Marshal D‘Alblac that the internal situation was

/ deteriorating,
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deteriorating, "The capacity of King and Government

to mam%:ainthecountry and army at war against both
Foreign Office =~ italj and Germany will largely depend on our cepacity
Noe358s 1le3elile - : ' e

to meet German air attacks on troops and civilian .

population", Sir M, Polairet had prophesied. He was

doubtless right but with such a force against 1,000
Y | ~ aircraft, vhat could one do? ."Oh April 19 the
| ~ President of the Council, M, Corizié s shot himself,

The Withdrawal of the Western Wing.,

The immediate practical step was to retrieve the
. R.AF, Western Wing with the Epirus Army, which con-
sisted of one Blenhéim and one Gladilator Sguadron,
ThlS wos accomplishcd in spite of thé complicafion that
the remains of the Yugoslave Air Force, "a miscellan-
Opsum 310 16.4.1;.1." " eous number .., total complement 44", had then
rcached Para;rgrthia airfield. Their planes had at
once 'beeﬁ rendered .unserviceable by ground attack by
some Go.50s, and thcir persomnel was .now insisting upon
A404Ce~in=~C, Dailj'- ’fuel and food, Eventually k4 Tugoslev S,79s, 2 Doel7s
Meetings with Staff
Officers,(20.4dkls)  and 3 Civil Lockheéd Blectras found their way to
| Heliopolis.,, and 10 séaplanes to Alexandria,

With the collapse of the Wgstern \"Iiﬁg,, Air Vice
Marshal D'Albiac decided "to. a:b_olish the Eqstérn Wing
also and to take over comntrol of all operations himself
from Athens.  An R.AF, officer was left at Force
Headguarters to act as liaison officer between Air
Vice M'arshal D'Albia.q and the Army Commander and,
later, when the command of the withdfawal was handed
over to the Anzac Corps, between him and that Corps.,
The R.A.F, fqz,fce continued to provide the Arn;y‘ with

what reconnaissance and fighter protection it could.

/The Bombing
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ZThe Bombing Effort ggainst thé Germans, -

The bombinga éffort had alrecady. passcd\through three
phases, - Dur:Lng the first two deys (April 6th and 7th)
prev:Lously arranged targctu in the Struma V'ﬂley( ) from |
Sofia southwards had becn attacked, -During the second
phase, targets in the Strumitsa Valley lﬁd been attacl;éd
with the hope Qf‘ delayiﬁg the German advancé against Salonika
;'.md southern Yugbslavia. During tho third phase, tae
attacks werc on tra.nsport on thc roads 1ead.1ng from Skoplje,
Veles and Pr:.lcp to the Monastir Ga.p, whence the attack
on the British forces was to be launched. Storics tnld
by Ge:.t'mahrprisolnérs Dear witness to. the nuisance value of
these attacks and, in particular, thet of the night of the
1th/15th when our Wellingtons caused great confuéion by
breaking the bridge acros5 the Vardar ot Veles, Yet it.
canmot be pretended that, in general, they v.f.é‘re“"abie cven’
to delay the German ‘advance.  During the fourth and final

phase , our bombers were to be used to hold up the Germans

- while our troops were re-embarked, Between the 15th and
the 22nd Blenheims attacked the airfields 'At'séd'es,' R
Koterina, Kozeni and Lerissa, also road bridé;eé af Kozani,
Grevena and Kalabaka, |

German Air Attacks

The Army Co-operatlon squadron withdrew from
-~ Kazaklar to Pharsala ancl then to Amphlkl.u, behind the

Thermopylaev line, A Greek Gladiator Sauadron weas also
stationed here, The Germans who, at the beginning of the
campaign had operated from the Bulgarian Plains of-_Ploniv
and Sofia, .began ﬁsing the Thesalian airfields w;'.thin a
few hours after their capture, supplying thém by troop-
carrying aircraft which brought up staff , fuel and

/ammunition,

((20) The Struma Velley is known as the Strymon in Grecce.



7o-
NI :

“ammmnition, The Greék Squo.dron Was attacked on the

e ground a.nd destroyed by Germa.n Lighters ‘from Larissa,

| Our I-I'm-r:.oanes had a lucky escape, and Air Vice Marshal

’ D'.Alb:.a.c then ’choughb it wise to w:.thdro.w them to the

- Athens c.r;éa. mAt the samc t:.mo > he oW reserved the
Blenhe:.ms for nlght operatlons. ~ But the -Germans turned
the Whole we:r.ght of their a’ctack on to the Athens area
and there was no ‘c.lternatlve but to. ew.cu&te and save
what crews and mater:.al survived, The first task was
to f‘erry all but the nnneda.ately operating personnel
over to Crete,

Omng to ’che lack of 1ntemeda.a.ry airfields our
fighters werc now placed in a hop01038 dilampa, If they .
were stg’cloned on an &1rf1e1d near to the battle front
they at once became liable to destruct:.on on the ground
by the Germans, For 1nsta.nce, on April l9th, 100 dive-
bonbers and flghters attacked the Athens area, Our
Hu.‘c'r:n.canes mtercepted them and cla:.med 22 conﬁrmed
and 8 unconf:_rmed but we lost 5 whlch we could i1l
afford, On the 19th and 20th Hurrlca.nes of 35 and 80
Squadrons ola.:.med 29 German alI‘CI'a.It and another 15
probables, Blenheims of 30 Squadron probebly destroyed
2 Ttalien bombers » but our losses werc 7 Hurricanes
destroyed and 2 dama ageds If, on the other hand they
were far back they were ineffective for protectlon of
the Army, Our flghters were on]y able to perform
their task by oontlnually teking the air in alcraft
rldd.led with bullets and in a oona:LtJ.on that would
normelly ha.ve been considered qun.te unserviceable,

The Evacuat ion,

If we were to avoid the moon it was necessary
either to gvmcuate before April 28th or else wait another

month, .which would have meant our ammihilations It
/was therefore



- 71~

.was therefore decided to begin the evacuation of the troops

on the nlght of April Zhth/25th, It was not possible to
usc - the: P:'.raeus owing to the strength of German air e.ttacks.

The troops were .%o, em’bark at Nauplion, and the remaining

. Hurricenes hod bee;n sent tn Argos to cover their embarkation,

Air Commodore Grigson arrived ab Argos on April 21st to

take oharge of the fighter rear-guard in the 4rgos area,

' He found that "the main landing ground was completely

la.cklng in any form of covert and. therefore decn.ded to put

i thhe Hurr:L?anes at a small 1and:x.ng ground three miles to
: the north where there was the cover of' the; olive grove.
‘ Th:.s la.nda.ng ground was éefended 'by 2 Greek Bofors and 2
Greek Hotchklss machlne-guns. The Hurr:.canes arr:Lved at

'“the northern lending ground on April 22nd and while

se,a;;gh;l.ng $0 land were. fired ot by the Greek Bofors, one
being put out of actions’ It had up +ill hen been the
intention to attempt the evacuation in daylight, but Air

Cormodore Grigson at dnéé: signalled that this would be

qg;i:te impossible, On the morning of the 23xd the enemy

made a light attack on the landing ground, destroying one
Hurricane, In the afternoon of that day "a very large
force of enemy fighters (30 to 24.0 Me,109s) appeared and
after s:Llenc:mg the Boforg guns (some of the Hotch.k:.ss
continued to- flgg) they subjected the north and south
landing groundé. -and the olive tree aircraft park to the
most thorough low flying atteck I have ever seen, - . The
attack began at approximately 160Q hours and lasted f_ill
1640 ;... 13 Hurricanes on the ground and 1 in the air
were destroyeq, asvwell as a number of Greek. aircraft on
the south 1andiﬁg ground and the olive tree aircraft
Park sees In consequence of the obvious impossibility of
protecting the survivingv Hurricanes While‘ on the ground
end of the fact that they were so ufterly outnumbered by
/the enemy
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Alx Comodore Grigsonsthe enemy es to be ineffectlve in Greece s I decided

report on R.A.F,
tactics in the

that they would be of more’ valie 'ba.sed upon Crete, and

Peloponesus, April 22-
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-employed to proteot evacuatiorx vessels during: ‘the day-

l:.ght portlon of the:v.r voyages when nearn.ng Crete. I

-:fhherefore- orde>- 3 the -six servicesable Hurricenes, plus

one fl&able s but not f£it for operafibns, to leave for

Crete at- daylight on the &th April," . There was then

.m0 alternative but to ‘eviacuate the remainder immediate-

1y to Crete. The Operational Surmary for April 23rd
records laconically = v"H.Q., BiF., ‘Greecévmoving Weeofs
1500 hours G-M,T," - .In the attempt to cut our troops
off from the lseloponesus the Germans- drofpped parachu~
tists on the’ Corlnth Canal on April 26th, but fortun~-

ately. for us their landing there' came too late,

During the evacuation 14 Blenheim fighters of

. Nos30 Squadron 'on patrol cover'ea the disembarkation on

the beaches of Crete and flylng-boa.ts both of the
R. A F. and the B.0.A.C, ferrled a:eren and soldiers

across. . One Sunderland carried 84 people on one trip,

.

Both the King of Grecce a.nd the K:mg of' Yugoslayvia were
Ievacua‘ced on Sunderlands, - The laut Sunderland lef’c
Scaramanga in April é9th, having on- board Generel
Blamey and Air Vicg Marshal D'Albiac, Bombays and
Lodestars also. helpéd in the evacuation, . The total
number evacuated by air from Greece to Crete was
over 600 and ‘from Crete to Egypt 870, Two Sunderié.nds
were lost in the evacuation, | -
It was obviously not ﬁosgible to .give our 'ships
the air support that we would have wisheds The

Admiralty report. on 'Operation Demon', as the

evacuation was called, records - "Begause of the



prasence in ‘Greece of strong enenw air. forces and the
“repidly d:l:m.nmsh:.ng fa.ghter support 2 it was ?zeoe;s:azy to
carry out the evacua.tion at night and withdraw all sh:.ps
to the southward dur:x.ng the_day - it will be noticed that
nearly all los'sés froﬁi"aireraf’c were sustained in the
, region of the parallel of 37° north which was approxma.tely
the range of the enemy dlve-bomber It was my policy to
insist on all ships leaving the places of embarkation in
tine .to be ‘south of ’:’70 north by daylight ees. Throughout
there was no fight:e'I" .su.pport .fo: ships at sea north of
3w, -Thé'R.A."‘E‘. in Crete did what they could for convoys
SOuth of this 'ia“bitude, but protection was slender by
reason of the small number of aircraft availeble,"
o7 The Wellingténs of Nos,37 and 38 Squadrons flew to
Egjp’c on Ap‘r'il. i?th anc’i 18th, pe;'sonnel and equipment
following by seas The rema:mlng aircraft, of Nos,ll,
81&-(21), 113 and 211 (Bombers) and 208(Arngr Co=operation),
amounting to 24 Blenheims a.nd L. Iysonders, flew to Egypt
on April 22nd end 23rd, the Blenheins having previously ’
made several ferry trips to Crete evacuating aircrews.
A1l available Blenhem aircraft are to be stripped of
non-essent::.al equlpment and are to be filled with the
maximm number of aircrews and flown to Heraklion aerodrome.,
‘Immediately on arr:.val aircraft are to be refuelled and
are to return to Menidi where further loads of personnel
are o be teken to Heraklion, When all crews hméi%ééﬂ
moved maintenance personnel are to'be tsken, Minimm
amount of k:.’c is to be carrled. - Personal luggage and
baggage w:.ll be sent by shlp first opportunity., Only
kit to be taken should be tool kits and proportion of

/these should

(21) Of the officer pilots of No .84 Squadron who went to Greece in November
1940 only three survived,
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these should be taken when maintenance personnel em-
planed, - Aircraft are'to'do as many:,trips‘.as possible,

The whole operation is to be treated with the utmost

. -secrecy and no-junior officers;.NiC,Os, or .airmen are

to be informed umtil- the last possible moment before

leaving", rcn Operation Instruction No.32 to 0.Cs. 11,

84 and 211 Squadrons of April 17. The six Hurricancs
from.Nos.33 and 80. Squadrons which had survived the

~Argos attack, ond 14 Gladié.tors of Nos,18 .and 1l
- ‘Sguadrons flew to:Crete on April 23rd, -
"Alr Marshal Tedder's Surmery,

" Air Marshel Tedder in & letter to Air Chief

. Marshal Freeman, V.C,A;S., written on April 25th,

‘summed up the lessons.of the campaign = "By the time

you get ‘this you will probably know more:gbout the

" -Greek business than we do here at present, It is quite

‘clear that wé.sshall get no equipment whgtever out of

the country and!will be lucky if we get-out all our

‘personnel; - Yesterday the remeins of the Blenheims, some
-+ 20 very much'secondhand .Blenheim Is and Blenheim IVs,
" reached here after having done some hard work ferrying

‘between Greece and Crete,- Yesterdsy we believe there

were 5 Hurricanes left in Greece. - I doubt whether
thom ace any- now, The main trouble was bhat, wheu
we were forced to withdraw from the, Vale of Tempé
ssrodromes, there were only two aerodromes near Athens
and. any effective dispersal was literally impossible,
The result was that when the Hun determined to beat
them up he could not heip_ but suceeed. I have spoken
to some of those who watched it and they were struck
with the tremendous effort which proved to be
necessary to get effective resuits.. Deépite'the con-
gestion, low-flying mechine-gun attacks by some two

/dozen 109s
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dozen 109s would only kmock out two or three aircraf'ts

However, he was in the position to, and did, repeat the

- process again and agein with large numbers, and all concerned

7 did very well to got as rong. alrcroft awoy as they did,

. 'He repesated the process at Argos Whe'r.e,‘, the relics of

Hurricanes were trying to cexry -Ons Once. again the whole

-~ +thing was a question.of sheer numberse.. The unpleasant

| !part of the whole business is the literal impossibility of

giving.any effective cover to the evacuation., Argos has

been put out of .action end there is nothing clse, ‘The

" best we can do is to operate Blenh'c:.;i..m.}f’ighters from Crete,
I am afraid you will know before you _geti this how ineffec-

- tive this has proved., . The soldicrs in Greece have, I

know; been having a pretty beastly time since we were'.

pushed out of the:contest. = The thing was quite unevoid-

gbles I do mot secwﬁa‘c could have been done to make

things better but I em afraid there will be some bitter

.. feeling against us. on the part of the soldiers,"

" - 'But_fortunately he was able to yrite ageain on Mey

1st - "The evacuation appears to have been amzingly

- successful in the circumstances, Apart from battle
casualties I think we have got practically every single
mexr emd officer back to Crete or here (the majority to
Egypt)s - There are some fantastic stories of twavery
and ipitiati‘ze » many of which I expect will never be
~heard of, We are trying to collect thé main ones.,

As far as we cen tell, the Sunderlands brought out over
700 peoples They came out with loads of 60 end upwards.
I believe 85 is the highest figures One Sunderland
tock off in the dark in rough sca towards mountainous
coasts I was unduly pessimistic sbout the Blenheim
fighters. There is no doubt that fhey did invaluable
gervice in covering convoys, On various occosions

/their oppesrance
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... ‘their appearance ‘wos sufficient to encourage the Hun to
drop his stuff quickly and get awgy. It is unfortunate
that the Navy shot dovm two of our people, although
fortunately without loss of personnel ,... The last
doy or two I have talked tq a number of the fellows
back from Greece on the subject of low strafing, and I

think the most striking thing is the effectiveness of

A.0.C.-in-C, and machlne-gu.n and cannon fy.re fron low f‘lylng a.lI‘CI“-'\f't
VeCadaSe 144, . - - :

espec:.ally wlg'xen compared with bombmg "(22) o '

Sumrmxy of Cia:.ms and Casua.ltles-.

The flnal cvmcu...t:.on of troops was on Apr:Ll 30th .
Throughout the evacuatlon of the “troops: blenhe:.rms ;.

Hurxlccmes and Glad:o.a.tors prov:Lded protection against

I R 2 R TR I SO I

07 enemy ttacks *and Sundcrlands pv“onded reconnaissance

DL

A 'aum.rls’c It'\lla.n naval ralrls. v

(2

' Dur:Lnr' the Grr‘el». and Albanlan f:l.ght:l.ng the R.AP,
. cla:xnfad. 231 enery mrcra.ft conflrmed a.nd o4 unconf’armed.

The totﬁ‘l enemy-~ alrcr:u.t clg.:l_.led as lost amounted to

259 conflrmerl 'md 99 1moom 11'*1ec1. We dropped 500 tons
of borbs, Our total aircraft 1ost amounted to 209, of

o whmu‘ 72 wiere lOot in conbat and 82 destroyed or aband—

e

oned on e’vacu‘. t:.on. . AJ:most all the remainder were

[ Y

destreyed -in '10\‘ IlJlnrr att«.clrs while they were

/xveré on -

(22)

Perhaps the best first-hand accountl of this last fantastic phase in
Greece can be culled from No.112 Squadron's log. See Appendix A,



were on the ground.

15 prisoners,
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Of .these 150 were aircrew

.,

(23)}

We lost 148 killed and missing and

(23) Air ChiefMarsh

ac/ Squadron Leader Levell's rep
BAFG/ following figures:-'. E

EXA
IR

figures are’ given by different authorities.

D'Albiac Despatch, Section 50 gives 232 enemy
destroyed and 112 unconfirmed,
_ it was never possiblé to ‘chieck up the aircraf

al Longmore Despatch 2 Secte 47

Owing to the

Slightly varying

Air Vice-Marshal ,
aircraft confirmed as
destruction of records

Oo.l ,

7¢5.41a Bombers .~ -Total number Of Blenheims supplied to Greece,
: ‘ Squadrons 30, 211, 84 and 11, ees -  eis’
... Returned. to Bgypt ves . sde  eed
Lost v Yoo X " ese sed
Battle casu&lties sev XX ese

Pighters = .

- . Returned to Egypt ves oo

Lost ece. ese.evo 0s0 see

Abarldoned .00 ewe . E X (N} '

Total nurber of Gladiators or Hurricanes

ort on wastoge of aircraft gives the

supplied to Greece, Squadrons 80, 112, 33, 208.

. Battle casualties cee ees 0o

Lysanders:

The figures, given in Appensix G,

Sumrmaries,

Abandoned oee ese Cbe XK

Total numper supplied to Greece
Returned to Emt ac0e oo eve

Lost ess.0vs . 800 deo see
Battle casualtiesS eee ses  aes
Abondoned (XX ses see oo e

again vary somewhate
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SEOTION
COMMENTIM LESSONS: . OF THE CAWAIG-N

The Merlts of Interventlon in G-reece.-

Many crltlcs have, of course, suggested in their
wisdon after ,‘the event that the whole Greek expedition
was a mistake, It rust be emphe.s:x...’ed that ot the time

when 1t was dec>1dcd to send a m:Ll:Lte.ry expedltn.on to

.Greece, it was not foreseen that the Germans would take

over control 1n North Africa fron thelr Italian c.llles..

It was not f‘oreseen, that is to sey, that the detochment

of forces to Greece would endanger our African

position, dJdn fact, as the'qﬁotation'in Section IIT

shows,. General Wuvell's adv:.ce Was d.eI:Ln:Ltely to the

: ,contrdy. But 3 even had 1t 'beon Ioreseen, it is

.dlfflcult to see how we could have:- .;*.vo:l.d.ed intervention

in .Greece oven ha.d. we .,1shed. We had given a

guarantee t‘o Greece. The Greeks appealed to us in

: the name of that gu'\ra.nteo for air support. Low as

. Was our prest:.ge on the Contlnent of Europe at that

tl:rm‘e., it would have sunk to nothing had we reaected

the Greek request altogether. Ve could never have

. hoped to obtaln any oont:.nental ally again, It was

far better to be defe'—tted tha.n to decline the fight,

-Nox: of course must. it be thought that, because we

lost Greece and later Crete s our.intervention there

was merely quixotic, . .Our highest hope at thet time

wes to dera.nge the eneny’s tim e-ta.bJ.e. The German

attack on Russia did not teke place till midsummer,

The enely was not,_ab,le to attack Cyprus or Turkey. :

He was not able to interirepe effectively in Syria

or Ireq. . For all this the upset of his time-teble

and his logses in Greece and Crete were douktless.

/lergely
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largely responsible, 'The effect on Americen opinion of
a brave refusal to count the cost was without doubt con- »
siderable, A fatal blow was dea.lt to Itala.an prestlge.

Besides it must e “remembered tha’c our intervention.
was in two stagess The R A F. 1ntervened when Greece

was at war only with Ttaly., That was a war that was by

no means hopeless = that might conceivably have ended in

‘ conplete success, that did, ad it was, thanks to British

support, g:.ve 'bo the world the flrst example of’ a success-
ful resn.stance to totalitarien aggres’sion. It can hardly

be seriously suggested that s after we had intervened to

support the Greeks against sthe Italians, we should then

have withdrawn when the Grcoks were threatened 'by the

~

Germans o

What aid the Authorities Expect?

But what 13 very much less clear is what the Br:.tlsh

authorltles expected to happen when the Germans attacked, -

The Gema.n forces were, and were known to be, over-

whelmingly superior, "When the British army entered

 Greece, it was :.ntended that the Air Force should be’ rapidly
built up to a strength of at least 300 aircraft, That

this was never done was due firstly to the inadequate total

air 'res;ourcesv at the disposal of the A404Ce=in~C, and

secondly G the German adveance into Cyrenaica which com-
pelled the’ retent:.on in Egyjpt of squadrons earmarked and
rea.dy for Greece" s states the Memorandmn on the Employ-
meht of the R.A.F. Units in Greece, '!Sut even though a
German invasion of Africa hed not been foreseen was there
ew.rer‘ any serious reason to think fhat the 4.0,C,~in~C's
resources would not be inadequate, and, in any event,
would 300 alrcraf'b have been enough to turn the scale?
4s One.reads the story, it is @ifficult to. see how anyone

expected anything but a complete and rapid German vietory,
' /end the
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and the Report of the Intor-Services Committee on

Greece assumed thet this was expected from the first

end that the expedition was always looked upon as a
political gesture, twith small chances of its success

as .a militoxf,' operationt, But, when we turn to the
m:u.l:.tc.ry reports, there is small evidence that it was

50 understood by the military e.uthor:.tles. CAir Marsliéi
Tedder, 1t is true, wrote to Air Chief Marshel Freemany
VeCobaSe s on Moxrch 23, "One does foel rather that if’
our E&lka.n bl:.tz is really going to nmterlala.se (Un'l;ll

ths last few days I Theive always been rather scept::.cal)

' our strlk:.ng force is’ go:x.ng to be rather meagre to say
the least of it," But, as wo hove seon, there was.

' frequent ’cﬁ.llc by Greek cuthoritics of the holdiny: of

. pern .nent line end by fir Vicc linrshal D'/lbic c' of o .

| bg...«,e on the Continental targets could be bombed,

Gonerel Vavell writes in his despatch "It was not really

such a torlorn hope from the military point of view as

‘it may seem from its results,”" Mr, Bdsn expressed a

moderate optimism, ' Genei-al Smats seid "If our position

on-Aliakhmon line does not breok in next few weeks, we

‘have reasonable chance to build up a stable front in

Greece and injneél_iédce donger will pass," It is a little
difficult to -ﬁﬁdarsta.r}d what they can mean - what they
think might have gone differently., The Prime Minister

seens to have been in a similar difficulty. "We do not’

see any reasoms for gxpecting success except of course we

attach great weight to opinions of Dill and Wavell", he
had written. Could we have held the enemy even if we
hod had the 300 fighters for which we hoped? It is

argued' that the Germans avoided 'fighter-oombats_where-

ever théy could, but it is always unsafe to draw from

the fact that a superior force does not do a thing when

/it cen
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it cen win vwithout doing it, the lesson that therefore it
ﬁould not have been zble to do 1t, had it been necessary.
There is no greaé reason to think that the Germans wéuld not

have engaged, had it been NeCessarys

Insufficiency of Anti-Aircraft Defences, ‘
‘ | _ Granted aqur hopeless e.:l.r inferiority not only in
nunbers bui;' also; so far as we ‘were dépend.ent on Gladiators,
in speed, the Inter~Services Committee set up -after the
campaign to. investigate its lessons cannot find anything . .

very serious to criticise in the conduct of air operations,

. ._A.Q.C./9_ Enc.88Ah We were hopelessly handicapped not only by our inferiority

no/am /i

7 Enc,104A,

in aireraft but also by our insufficiency in A.,A, guns, -
Criticisms were at the tine, of course, made by soldiers ’
whet Air Vice Marshal D! Albiac in o lotter called tthe
usual bleat from 1-:he» Army', but these were natural human
reections ratﬁe:p than the pz;od‘uc‘t of reason(z").. The
only suggestjtc;n of the Inter-Services Comittee was thet
these msuﬁd,erstandings might have been reduced had

tyee..  [General Wilson's

(24) General Smith forwarded to Air Mavshal Tedder thwee letters from

4A0C/9
Enc . 91A

Army officers in criticism of the R.AJF's poor dispersal, 'Aircraft

were lost in the Larissa area thiough lack of proper dispersion!
writes Brigedier Galloway 'despite the fact that Gencral Wilson
personally warned the R.A.F, of what was likely to happen, Disw~
persion means using different landing grounds on different '
Occasions as well as separating flights and actusl machines, We
do not practise this enough, Aircraft were lost at Jjrgos through
putting them in olive groves where they were only half hidden,!

- Brigadier Salisbury-Jones also wrote of "the disastrous case

ualties to aircraft that had occurred in Greece, particularly at
Argos.! Brigedier Charington said, 'Reference our conversation re
the waste of good machines from failure either to disperse or
take cover to the utmost extreme possible, I myself saw our
seroplenes prestically, wing tip to wing tip round the serodrome at
Menidi, when arriving there one day from Larissa, where also our
machines were for several deys making nothing like enough use of
the available space. There was a barbed wire fence around Menidi,
put there when it was only used for small numbers of aircraft,

It vould have been Very easy to make gops in the wire, when there
worAd have been excellent cover Just outside it,° .

Readers of the foregoing narrative will egree that these were
largely counsels of perfection, There was no alternative space
available either in Thessaly or at Argos. Concerning Menidi,

Air Chief Mershal Longmore has commented in the morgin "No -

open field across a public road = but army would not supply

guar ng"r ' ' :

;!

T, =

\)
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General Wilson's and Adr Vice Morshal DfAlbiac's Head-
quarters not been so far‘ apart from one another, Air
Vico Mershal D'Albioc is probobly justifiod in his
suggestion‘;’tha.t the arny mig’;ht ’;iave reduced their own

césualtics had they been more carcful +o moke their

. movenents -at night. = The cailpaign did perhaps teach

some lessons on thc “type of c':'o::’:whd'.er thot “v:"as rcqu::ced
if en expedition was to be lod to victorys Up +ill
then it had often been argucd that personclity and
magnotism were indeed reguired in 'th;a‘ squadron cormander
but that the As0,Css work was donc et his desk and
that what was necded therc was a compc;tent organiser and
oblc stoff officer. The Greek Campaién showed that,
importent as organisation x'v'és, yet both en cir force
end on army, porticularly if they were likely to be
faced with hard times ,‘ heeded for success the inspira-
tion of personality in their cormienders, -

Gexiicn Borbing Errors,

As it was, the wonder is that so meny of all
services escapeds This was, siys the Inter-Services
Corrittec, due to two Gemucn crrors. . They did not
concentrate on breéking ond keepiﬁg ‘brolcen the siﬁgle
railwoy and single road through the Isthrus of Corinth
clong which every cvery cvocuee had to pass, They
did not try to bormb at night,

Preliminery Overw=confidence.,

‘There secm to have been"throughout the campoign
both auong the Greeks and emong the British curious
oscilXations betwéen oircr—-confidenco and over-pessinisn -

at one time talk obout Greece being used as a base
.

- not only for the borbing of Rumania but even for the

invasion of Germany and the wholc Continent, ot others

prognostications of evacuation even before an attack

/by Italians
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by Italians alonce - At the ond of Morch - Merch 21 - the

British Military Mission in Athens in its confidential

.;telegrans \.ro.s “sti,ll' speaking of "the neccessity not only of
. - showing, thet combined Anglo~Greek Torces can hold., Germans »

“but also of keeping up Greosk natericl power and spirits,

which may conceivably be affected if part of Groece becoros
overrun by cncriys"  They spoke of a new Greek axrny cdrps
of 50,000 men to be rcady at the end .of June, Yet at the

very opening of the campeign on Noveniber 8 the British

, Govcmnent sent to thc United ngdon H:Lgh Coamissioners

in thc Dominions an ady ureblv balanced prophecy of what

L
v

ma.ght be considercd likely to heppen, . They reported,
"It is possiblc that Italions hove made premature and une
cor-ordinated move ogejinst Greece to better their position

vis-a~vis the scnior partner in the Axis. It would sppear,

Ahowevcr, nore l:z.lfel*r ’chd: ’chc nove is p'nc't of a prec .rr...nged

Ixis plan w:Lth thc obgect .Of dlver'tn.ng, our lend and air
forces from the Libyan front » dispersing our naval forces
in arcas where ithey sy be subjccted to hea - scele of air

v

attack, end gaining of aiz‘ and naval bases in Grecee.

‘ Coribined plans may have becn arranged under which initial

Italian attack would be deliberate]y half~hcarted to
induce us to send xulltery assistance to Greece, whereupon
Germany \rould. invade tl’mt country through Bulgaria,

Turkey has declared she will support Grecce in event of

- Bulgarion attack but would be unlikely to toke similar ™

action if Gerneny attecked Greece, through either
Yugbslavia or‘Bulgaria. sse  Llthough an Axis occupation
of Greece would not in itself seriously -increase the
scale of attack on Egypt, it would render our support
of Turlcey nore dlff‘lcult by weakening our control of
sea COB]I’IunJ.Cc.'thIIS in the Aegean, But, clthough it is

des:.r'able from many points of view to g:.vc Greece all

/possible
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possible support, the measure of such support must not
jeoperdise the security of our vitel interests in
Egypt and must. also bé balanced against our future
possible commitments in support of Turkey ond in Syrics
Present morale of Greek troops is high, though it might
deteriorate if population is subject to heavy air
attecks sseees It may be hoped that Greeks will be
sble to impose considersble deley on Itelian advance.
Corrmunications between Albania and Italy depend on
ports of:" Durazzo andValone, 'éhd, if these could' be
seriously damoged, results would be :‘mpo:;ta.nt; Greek
Air Force is however very small, and main threat is
heavy scale of air attack egainst larger tovms and
against troops and transport on narrow hill roads.
Situation would be corpletely e.l’cezled ty Germen inter-
-vention, and it is unlikely .%hat"G—reel;s could hold
out for long aginst heavy scale of a:x.r attack and
. advence of armoured and motorised formations %hi’bugh v'
Bulgaria and -possibly Yugoslavie, In such .;;‘:‘bnditions_
. no assiétance which we are at present in position to
make. available would materially deléy Germen advance
through Greece ,....‘ The possibility of o’ Gérman
advance through the Ba]ika.nS and Syria towards the
‘Middle Fast erphasises the importance of building up
a Mid.dle East reserve with which ’co suppdrjt ’fgurkey.
and protect the communic.tions ‘througﬁ Syria;‘. 3 Ir,
lhowever, the Greeks succeed in holding the Italian
advance and the Germans do not intervene in Greece
this year, it would be to our advantage to give all
possible support to Greece without cominitting vital
forcess We might then be able to consolidate ouXx
foothold in Greece at a later period after adeéua’ce
_ reinforcements had a:rTiw}ed in the Middle East evess

/We have
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We have sufficient forces evailoble to reduce the scale
of Italien air attack hy attacking Italisn air forces in
Albania. ' The fighters which have been made availeble in'
Greece should cover our own operating bascs. We should
however demonstrate whenever possible ove.f Athens in order
to sustain public morale."

Ttalion Fear of R.AJF. Intervention,

If we are to give any credence to the alleged account
of the neeting of the Fascist Grand Council,. on October -
15th 1940, printed in Terpo of July-13th 19k, the inter~
vention of the Rei.F. was the one thing which Génoral
Jaccr.ﬁ.mi, then Military Governor of Albenia, feeréd. © This
account is hovever very suspect ond resds as if it hed
been-concocted in post-Fasdist Italy by enemies of Marshal

Badoglio in order to make it appeer that the Marshel wes

as bad as the Pascist Leaders,

‘Tt is of course possible that the King of Greece was
right in 'thiﬁlcing that - fslightly 'sti'onger support from thev
R.AJF., had it been available, might have tipped the scale
in the Noveriber offensive and enabled the Greeks to

cepture Valona and ;irive the Italiens into the sea, To
the "Ifs" of history, there is never any certain answer,
But, it is -‘i-‘@robable and if victory had come thus, it |
would on.ly have come because the Italien worale was bad
and their heart was not in the were It is more probable
that success against the Italions would only have led
to sn earlier German intervention, In any event it is
certain that Gexman morale was not then such that a -
slightly stronger resis’cenc;e or the infliction of

slightly heavier casualties would have been sufficient

to stem the German attask,

| /Yet, apart
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Yet, apart r'rom :tts part :m the large strateéieal-
'plan of the whole war, the ﬂcampaign had 'also its
:' tactlcal lessons to teach - lessons Whlch are perhaps
‘ "for the most part fully epprec1ated today but wh:n.ch

viere by no means so penerallj apprec:.ated thcn.

Importance of Secure Bases.

The fnrst 1esson was that of the pmrwry mportance
for any successf‘ul air opcrata.ons of secure bo.ses.
| Whatever tasks the air f orces may be glven of defendmg
‘ mll:Ltary or naval pos:Lt:Lons or attoclt:mg enemy positions,
it is useless to ‘devote.their strength to those tasks
4' until they have performed their first task of securmg
their bases, One way of securlng your bases is through
‘offensive ection against the enemy airfields so as to
drive him back from "tﬁé’ area":.f.n whioﬁ he'-e'ould offensively
 operate, This is clearly only possible to an air
'force that has comiand of the air through superior
nimbers or Enterprise; as the Allies had. in Frence in
194, where they could attack both eneny airfields and
aJ.so other targets at the same time, Such tactics
were in ne @yposs:.ble f'or the R.A.F, in Greece in
1941, As had be'en'sei.d, there was some criticism of
the lack of Qispersal of airereft on airfields,
Whether this criticism be just or not, yetdispereien'
is in itself no substitute for defonce. Tndeed it
is not even a method of defence if airf'ield,pretect'ion
is so weak that the attacker cen deliver his attack ot
leisure, There is no great d:l.f'flo'bl'h" in destrcrylng
en isolated aireraft :Li‘ you can attack :Lt m.th
© irmpunity as many t:x.mes as you want, " To the con‘trazjr.
It the a:.rcraft are spreo.d out over o wider area, then
the Am. and Tighter defences rmst also be thinly spread
outs What are required are comentrated and’ definite

areas of defence, adequately protected by fighters end -
/ Aehs aga:'ms‘b
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Adly against dive-homber or fighter attack and of course
protected also by an efficient observer system, These
arcas, if the defence be adéqua.i;e, can be near the battle-
 line, and the close support bémlﬁcr squadroﬂs can operate
from within them, In Crecce we had no secure basés. If
the fighters weht out to éscorﬁ borbers s they ha;d‘to leave
- the airfields unprotected, _‘ The corfnmmications system,
devised 'by the Army signals detaclhment, was never in
properﬁorki‘.ng order dwing to lack of -wire. %Tl"xe Greek
obser{rer system, efficiéht' enough to' begin with, broke
dovn when the advanc:.ng Germa.ns ceptured the observer
posts. Without some ba.se., both our borbers and flghters‘
were condermed to What was llt’cle 'bet‘cer than a gone of

hide-and-seek until the Germans inevitebly cought them,

The Ay end Anti-Aireraft Defencess

The main eir defence ﬁust ;be in the air - the
fightere Yet adequate A.Ae défences a:;'e also necessary,
and in Greece these defences were entirely J.nadequate.
The def':l.c:.ency there was even greater tha.n in other
natters s and ‘the reason for this dcflc:.ency was thet
airfiel’d defence was at that tlme entirely a respons:.biii‘by
of the frmy, It was a responsi blll'ty, but at the seme
time a by-task, of the Army, and it was alwost inevitable
that, at a time when they were sufferlng from so many
def:.c:.enc:l.es, the soldiers' fZLI‘S‘t interest should be in
the remedy of the deficiencies in what they considered
their propéz; jobs, The Australians, in perticular, as
Géneral Sir Maitlend Wilson admits in his despatch,
.Objected to what they called éqntemptuously a '"behind
"~ the line‘s"_.job._ The Greek 'célnﬁaign proved once again,
- as had even before that be‘en ali;eady prov'ed,- the need
for an R.i.F. Regiment, whose peculiar task would be
the defence of airfields, Geﬁeral Sir Maitlend Wilson

in h.'LS Despatch; ’cw:.sts that argument the other wey
/round, and,
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- round and, admitting the need _for.close co-ordination
bett*:een ground and a:xr forces, argues for an Ary .Air
Force, parallel to the Fleé.t Air Arn and subordinate
) to the .Amy Comtnanders. This raises a large generol
issue, 'in which:there are arguments on both siées and
on wiich it ﬁo_uld be inmpertinent to pronounce a verdict,
As-everyone knows, in many countries the air forces
arc subordinate to thearny end it may be argued that
what is importent is unified contrdl rather than the
title of the controllsr. But ot least it may be
~urged that a ,_condit'ibn of a successful Army Air Porce
is the widespread knowledge arong army officers of

the principles of -air warfare, : “Experience in Greece
-showed that that knowledge was not at that time at any
rate widespread enough... .General Sir ;B/Iz»;it]..and Wilson's
own testimony. to the indiffercnce of the a:;*r.w._’c.o
airficld defence is proof, ‘General Sir I;Iaj.tland :
Wilson says.that the iir Force's lorger machine-guns
should have been handed'ov&r to the army. for airfield
defence, It would have *Been no remedy if the army
was not villing to detach the men‘ to man them,

i

The Germon Tactics,

At the beginning of the campaign the German
aéroplanes were bosed in the Plovdiv and Sofisa plains
of Bulgaria, As our fighters had not been allowed by
the C{reeks to use the Saloniks airfields, we had
nothing further north than the Thessalian plain and
our air bases were therefore for the moment well out
of German fighter rance, But equally the Greek
and Yugoslav troops and our bombers who attacked German
positions in Macedonia were out of the range of the
protection of our fighters, The Germens, overwhelmingly
superior on land, were able to defeat the Greek and

/Yugoslev
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Yugoslav armies in Mace,gionia' almost without using aero-
planes at all. _ But-ence they had got the Salonika area,
_‘then they were able to use the Salonika airfields to
‘.A.'render the Thessalla.n airfields untenable, the Thessal:.an

a:.rflelds in their turn to’ prevent the use of Amphiklia for

| the hold:.ng of the -Thermopylae line 'and the Attlca air-
Af:.elds to atta.ck Argos and prevent any possibility of a
stand in the Peloponese, We were being driven steadily
down the ‘sides of an inverted triangle whose ape:é was at
ArgOS. As 2 result, while.we were trying to defend a
pos:LtJ.on, there was still a large variety of targets
" 'between wh:.ch the Germans could chicose for their attack;
'-'_bu’c when ’che Germans, having conquered all else, con-
oentrated their forces. for an attack on our fighters, they

fou.nd our fﬂ ghters huddled. together into one single place

; at Argos a.nd ready meat for the slaughter.

45-"L:.ne and Zone Defence, .

o : The Groel% campaign ,gaVe yet ancther demonstration

' ohat_wiii:h‘ the air a new dimension had ”'bee‘.n added to warfare,

., Like the Fror_lch' in 1940, we again -atterpted to meet the

Germans with the old conception of ‘line-aofence. It was -

. an anachronism. ‘ Both the Aliakhmon and the Thermopylae

lines were already lost before they were even reached

Though even to this day the newspapers still talk about
holding lines, ye,t .it,wa.s' in fact clear in Greece, as it

| has been clear throughout all this wax, that, with

parachotlsts and air-borne landings, the only possible
defence is hot'line—defence but zone-defence,  Obviously
the most mportant zones are the zones within the reach

of the enemy's short—range JLighter, Outside that range

1and:mgs are only poss:.ble by unescorted bombers or by

parachutists ’ and as the parachutists, could in the

nature of th:.ngs only hmre the

/support of
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support of long-range flgnters ’ wh:Lch are always ine
f‘:r:l.or to shor‘l:-range flghters, such la.ndlngs could
herdly succeed 1n pemanently establ:.sh:.ng themselves
‘ except in the complete collppse of the defence. But
W;Lth:u.n the short—-range f:.ghter :gang.e :.t ,J,*. obviously
essentlal for the defender 5o hold

strongly all s‘trateglc po:mts .and to have an efficient
system of communlcatlon, so that troops can be
» 1Imnedlately rushed to a.ny po:Lnt threatencd. Merely
to hold a line is to invite the enemy to la.nd behind it
and to cut it off‘ from ltu base. It follows indeed,
as the Inter-Serv:Lces Cormn:Lttee argue ’ Prom this
C‘d.L'blOn of the new dmens:.on to warf‘are tha.t the Air
He= dquarters and the Military Headquaruers should be
“close to one another. But that by no mea.ns says that
it would have been rlght f‘or the Adr Head.quarters at
Athens to have moved up to the Force Headquarters at
El.ﬂ.asson. It Would have 'been much more sens:.ble for
the mountain in deflance of prcced.en’c to have gone to
Mchomet, = The 14 Staff Collégé‘precept taught that
ﬂcadquareers cshould be as {ar for\vurd. as possible so
ias to be near the battle.‘ But with the new
PO.:SlbllltleS of a1r-landnng, uU.Ch a Headquarters is
vulnerable - 11able to desuructron or capture or at
the 1east a cuttlng of its comnmm.catlons with its
troops at a CI’lt.'.LCB.l moment. On the other hand with
comnunlcat:.on by wireless and. the aeroplanc there is
no 1onger the same need for the Headquar’ters to be
physically close to the ba‘btle. It is ra.ther :meort-
ant tha.t it should. be behind not only the ba.t tle~line
'ut also the battle-—zone. A:Lr Vice Marshal D'Albiac
..,t Aighens saw more of the battle in Athens than
General Sir Yaitland THilson at Ellasson.

/German



9L

Germe.n Ma:.ntenance Organlsatlon. :

Obvn.ously a condlt:.on of the Germans' ‘success was not

., only a mere super:.or:.ty in nwn'bcrs of a:.rcraft but also the

: possess:.on of a most ela'borate and efr 1c1ent air maintenance

R organlsatlon, flown in some hundreds of transport aircraft

- and thus mdependent of roa.d or ra:Ll. This enabled the

Germans to use new a:rfleléls almost as soon as they
captured ’chem. W:Lthout such -an organ:.satn.on and without
the 1nc1d.ental good—-fortunc of dry weather such a rapid
success Would. not have been. poss:.ble.

The Germanu suffered heavy casualtle - absolutely a

great' deal heav:.er than ours - yet, when one side starts

. w:Lth a great preponderance s 1t ‘can 105e more “heavily than

igs, opponent md yet increase :.ts proportlonate strengtha

~ FA W:Lth-l OOO a:l.rcraft loses 100, vhile B w:n.thr 100 loses

V.only 50, the pr0port10n of & to B Whlch, was to begin with,

10 to 1, is at the end 18 to 1, and, as a result of

' casualtles in such a ratlo,,’by ‘the enc'i. of the campaign we

were -only able to glve to the .Arn;y madequate and quite
sporadlc f:.gh'ber pro‘cec tion.

M:Llltalfy: Defici jencicss

It cen fairly be said that the Greek 'campaign re-
vealed that thc m:.ll‘bary authorities still had a very
inadsyuate apprec:n.at:.on of the new pr:mc:Lples Wh.LCh the air

had introduced into warfare.  Not only did they under-

 estimate the :Jr;portance of adequate air defence, they also

had a share of the respons:fblln.ty for the:l.r owvn heavy -
oasualt:.es 'by the fallure to understand that to move by
day and with trensport congested e.geu.nst an enemy with
_overwhelming air supera.or:.ty was to Jnv:Lte destructlon.
Against an air force W:Lth an ad.qua'te fighter defence’ :
day—bomblng was, as AJ..r Vice: Marshal D'Albiac argued

except in except:@nal cl:ma’cn.c conditions, simply a

/suicidal waste
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. suicidal waste of effort, | The single-bomb fighter/
" bomber, as used By the. Germens in England and %o be
used aftemards in Crete ,k “had s0 msall a load as only
to be éffective against targets more suiteble for grouﬁ&-v
styaffing and the modern heavily armoured day-bomber
was then still unknown, but, where Tighter and A.4,
defences were sbsent, dey~bombing of.course was
enormously preferable for the attacker to night-bombing,
and the defender had no hope of survival unless he '
"recognised this, expected it and took what precautions
he could against it.
) It is not either unfair or ungenerous to say
that the Greek campaign showed that the soldiers had
at the very least as many lessons to learn about air
warflare as the aiz;men. Air Vice Marshal D'Albiac in
his Despatch argues that the heavy army casﬁalties
during the retreat and gvacuation were partly the con-

“s'eqriehce of- the army's failure to apply the new lessons

"' of sir warfare, - There are the points already mentioned.

They Hoved along the roads by day and in concentration
instead of by night and dispersed. As has been said,
Force Headquarters was placed right up behind the
"pattle~line in accordance with the principles of the
old. text-books, not behind the battle-zone, as the

new air warfare demanded, But, beyond that, it must
“be said that the task of the small R.A.F. force, hard
in .any event, was made far harder by the constant de-
mand of the army that if morale was to be preserved, the
whole of itsr small effort must be constantly and
immediately davoted to the defence of the troops, When
‘morele is ‘broken, imaginary fears become as potent

as real ones, Géner‘al éir Maitland Wilson hag re-
| cords& an instance of Australian troops in Gieece

/scattering at
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sca.t‘bering at the approach of an eagle, Experienée in
Tun:.s, in Italy, in Normandy and elsewhere had indeed amply
proved the importance of air superiority and has proved bt
that, ultimately and other things being equal, victory |
goes to the side wh:.ch possesses :Lt. But it has also been
proved that troops, which have not got support fram the
air, can _endure for a congiderable time, It has
cer‘cainly shown that it need not be accepted as an ‘
axiom that, :.f y,ourl énen;y had command of the air, then
your morale ﬁn:J.st collapse :inmle@iately. Italy in
particular has sho.wn that in hilly country positions can
be held for..some considerable time agninst an enemy with
‘sdr superioritys That, the forces on the two sides being
what they were, defeat in Greece was eventually inevitable,
is almost certa:mly true, The question is whether it
was :Lnev:x.table that it should have been so rapid.

D:_ff:.cult:x.es of' Airfield, Construct:.on in Greece( 25 )

In Greece the R.A.F. fou.nd itself confronted with
problems Wlth which ne:.ther :Lts exper_lence in leya nor
anywhere else had made :Lt f‘amilmr The constructioﬁ
of a.:rf:.elds in the fla.t Afr:.can desert was not a task

" of very great d::.f‘fn.culty. . In mountainous Greece it was
one of the greategt d:n.ffléulty; and., whereas in Egypt
we had h.a.d. a long time to prepare ourselves and plan
against a conflict the poss:Lbn.l:.’cy of which had long
been f'oreseen,' in Greece the Greeks, in their anxiety
not to provoke the Axis, had deliberately refrained |
from any large-scele preparation of airfields. Such
as there were ,‘ were of small dimensions, of grass
surface and poorly drained, A little rain easily
made them u.nserviceable. The only airfield that
remained at all reln.a'ble throughout the winter was

[Menidi,

1255 These pages ere throughout greatly indebted to The Txreok Campaign, by
Group Captein Gordon Finlayson (unpublished),
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. Menidi, where owing to a steep gradient and gravel
: ‘soil, water drained off fairly quickly. This there-
fore became our maip bomber base, The Gladiators were

based at Lerissa, but the airfield there, though it

. looked promising, was of a very uneven and corrugated

sgrface. This was responsible for much damsge to
tail wheels and stern frames in dry weather. By the
end of our ;peribd of occupation two steamrollers had
been acquired, whose task it was to roll down."‘!sho

surface after rain and thus to prevent the formation

. of mtg,i:b}z_fc__ they were not available until the end of

March,

A detachment was sent f‘rom'Laris;sa to a landing- ‘
‘ groun.d. between Trikkala and Kalabaka, vwher}ce it was
po.ssible to operate with ease over the Koritsa and
~I:-ake Ochrida area, but this was, hopelessly swampy.
Apter the capture of Feritsa f:he Greeks developed a
~small landing-ground therebut this was too near the
fighting line, There were two landing-grounds at
Yanina, which were again freguently unserviceable, but
theirs Was,.fchekb‘est..of all_the positions. for the
Albanian fighting, and, fighters from them when j;hey
. were usable, could escort our bombers over the
Italian lines.

Our _grea:tést need was for an airfi:eld in
Western Greece for our Blenheims. Menidi was a two-
hours! flight from Valona, and the Blenheim I's flying
time was only 47 hours. = This meant that Valona was
only Jjust in range Qf“a‘Menidi—'based Blenheim, Be-

- sides &n’mg' to the variations of weather the Gulf of
Corinth was often impassable when there was'ideal
bombing-weather in Western Greece, Not only is
winter in Northern Greece a terrible time, but the -

/mountain mass
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moun’cain mass in the centre of it is a weather divider.
When the weather on the one side is good it is usuéll& bad

on the other side ‘:ma vioevarse, It is rerely good on both -
sides, ’l‘he only possiblevwestjem site was Araxos in the
north-west oornef of the Pelopongse. - :Work was started

on its ‘preparation 'bﬁt never _completed.

At the end of Jamuary Paramythis was discovered.

, ! The Greeks had had full plans ‘f‘orgf,it‘s development for a
long time but had agreed not to use them for fear of
offending the Ttalians and had then forgotten all about
fhemA « The on’.%y way of approaahj-.ng- the Albanian ports
from Menidi, at any rate with such navigationel aids as
‘Wex"eli;hen a;vailable s was to fly out along the Gulf of .

Corinth and then up the west coast of Gresce over the
Ion::.a.n Islands, Even such a journey in the intense cold,

wet and eloud éf a Greek winter was from from pleasant,
the more so as it wz;s'. only possible to take an hour and

| athalf"sr supply of Q:érgen. C{ur aircrews, without leather
flying suite;, Irv:me Jackets, electrically -.heated' clothing,

silk.linings br indeed sufficient gloves, socks or
sweaté"r's , suffered intensely from the colds

The Comumn:ié ation System,

The"foilowling was the communication system:- '

(1) Information had to be sent back from the
e battle~front to Awmy HeQe at Yanina about the
o tactical situation, a

(2) From Army HiQ. it had to be transmitted to

 R.AF. HQ. ot Athens.

(3) From.R..A..F. H.Q. orders wére sent to the
bombers at Ménidi 6r t.he‘ fighters at Larlssa
and Yanina,

(4) The unit commanders had then to co=ordinate
their plans,

/At every



")

#f

At every stage in -3t chain there were difficulties.
In the Pirst place &t took three or four days for
detailed tactical information’ from the battle~front to
reach HeQe at -_Y.'a‘n'ina. Again thelanaline communication
between Yanina and Athens wes.very inreliable and
subject to as much &s twelve hours'.» delay, Commumioaw
tions over the 'gh’orf distance from Athens to Menidi
were satisfactory, but commmications between Athens
and the fighter fields were very bad and subject of'ten
to a twelve hours'-delay., W/T was of course available
for the R.A.F, links in 1;he chain, but cyphering was
inndequate and mounteins and elééfricalstdmxs of'ten

mede reception difficult, or even impossible. The

" result was that arranged rendezvous between bombers .

and fighters were seldom kept., It meant in practice
that attacks had to be confined to pre-arranged targets
end that short notice, immediate, emergency support was

impossible, In fact the programme was arranged at daily

- conferences between the King, Genersl Mptaxas, General

Pepagos and Air Vice~Marshal D'Albiac, when the Greeks

“would ask for what they wanted and Air Vice Marshal

D'Albiac would say whether it was possible or not,

The Observer Systema

There was e far reaoh:.ng Obs'erver system through-
out the couhtfy and the air :r"aid warning system was
good, There were posts in all the western isla.nds‘ and
throughout the battle area, which were linked up, some-
time$ by landline and sometimes by W/T with their main
posts in their area, therﬁselves :.n their .turn connected
with the Air Defence Centre in Athsns.t The system

was helped by the fact that Athens and the greater

. part of the population of Greece are on the east of

the mountains, whereas the enemy had to come in from
: . /the weste
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the west, But at the end of Febmaiy,, a disturbing flaw
in the system was discovered, There was a post on a small
island ten miles to the north~west of Corfu known as Phenose
This. island was linked by W/T with the main post at
Paramythia, Whenever any aircraft approachgd a post, a
ﬁrelimina.:y warning signal was sent out, and conseauently
Phanos used to send out its .signal whenever our bombers
~ flew up on the way to Valona, There is no doubt that the
Ttaliens at Valona picked up these sighals, and that it was
they which ivere responsible for the fact that the eneny was
almost always forewsrned of our coming, The days when
- heavy fog blanketed our engines and when the bombers ~
haéfpened to fly at a little further distance from Fhenos
we‘i-é almost the only days when the énenw wes caught une-
prepared.
Aialian Incompetences
When all due credit has been given, there can be no
quegtion that 'Ehe success of the R;A.F. in Greece was to
| some extent due to the extraordinary strategic incompetence
of the Italians, Just. as, had they bombed the lines of
- conmun:ication, they might have prevented Greek mobilisa-
. tion at all, S0, had they bonmbed our bombing airfields; they
could certainly have con@elie& the withdrawel of our
fighters from the battle~line to the protectién of the
boubers, The Italians attempted to follow the German
example in Poland by using their airvoreft almost entirely
in support of their battle-line troops, but the Germans
only followed these tactics gfter'they had first destroyed
their enemyt's air force, This 'the Italians omitted to
doe |
With the com:mg of the German attack a n'ew situa-
tion was created. Oﬁtnumbered as they had been by the
Italians, the British were overwhelmingly outmumbered by

/the Germans -
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the Germans - by an enemy who had both the capacity and
the ruthlessness to take a full advantage of his
superiority of numbers., A new Wing was formed to
meet the Germen attack, but so inadsquate was its
equipment that there was no W/T availeble for the Wing
Headquarters, Headquerters had to use the W/T of one
of the Squadroné. For this reason a cen‘ci‘al position
had to be selected, and, since it was also necesbs'ary
that the Wing Headquerters were esteblished at Lérissa,
lodging :‘Lfself on 33 Squadrone This was in itself a
happy arrangement anc} ensbled the Wing Commander to
super\}ise the operations roams But the whole system

and organisation of course collepsed with the Germen

invasion,
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APPENDIX A

EXTRACT _FROM OPERAIIONS RECORD BOOK OF NO,1).2 SQUADRON

APRIL 17th - 2hth

(Patras. April 17th) . ‘ . -
F/0 Barclay and P/O Fletcher arranged for the troops to ‘

sleep in a school three miles from the docks, and interviewed the

military governor of Patras to get transport for the kits. He

refused as he stated that the R.A.PF., at Araxos had refused him

transport despite forty lorries on hand. We learned that the

reason was ‘that they siere packed up for cvacuation as well -

but. thoy could not %ell e Grocks that!  We spent five houes

in the stotion nesterts office to find out vhere the troin was,

Bventually ot 2300 hours o received advice thot the tredn would

leave at 0500 hours, Kits wore left on the quayside exsept

for blankets... . - . ’

We entrained at dawn on the 18th on a "special" to run -
through to Athens in six hours. We stopped for half-hour
intervals every 45 minutes to let nine refugee trains out of
Athens area tu pass. We had never seen coaches so packed; at
least a hundrcd riding on the roof of cvery coach on all trains,
The train only once stopped for an Air Raid Alarm, but nothing
developed,  The Greeks by now knew that the end was in sight but . .
they were still friendly, We waitcd two hours fqr transport at
Athens, and eventually reached Hassani Aerodrame at sunset., For
same obscure reason we stayed here until the evening of the 22nd,

though everyone was glad of the rest. '

Fleusis, Menidi and Piraeus were bombed and strafed, but
there was no attack on Hasseni, By late 22nd the last of road
porty straggled in, many having walked a good section of the
Journey and been picked up by the evacuating army etc.

We received final orders from H,Q.B.A.F. Greece to burn all
papers ete, Later, orders were received for aircraft to leave
at once for Crete and for the rest of the personnel to leave for
Argos at nightfall on what proved to be the beginning of the rush
for the coast, which discipline alone prevented turning into a
rout. In pitch darkness we moved off, after throwing all .
equipment etc, into the sea, and we passed Eleusis village without
incident. Here our convoy met the Amy stream, and any further
attempt to keep touch was futile, every driver immediately re-
alising that we were all going the same way., At a deadly snail'ls
pace this vast cavalcade crept on, Nerves were frayed and any
suggestion of a light brought forth a chorus of "Put that bloody
light out" from fromt and rear. As it wes imperative to use
lights now and then to navigate the cliff road the invective
was almost continuous., As it was the road was strewn with
overturned vehicles. One estimate was 300 overturned on the
Corinth-Argos section alone. Indirectly, therefore, the snail's
pace was possibly a blessing in disguise, Just before Corinth
the cavalry and pack mules got mixed up in the general melee.
In passing we must pay a tribute to the magnificent way the soldiors
coaxed and handled these animals; a loose horse was a rare sighd
and generally followed the trucks blindly. On our arrival at
Argos, endless units were in groups for miles down the road, but
gradvally the R,A.F, were sorted out and moved over to the
aerodrome, By now (23rd) 11,000 Aymy and Air Force had reached
Argos, only to learn that two of the ships to take us off had
been dive bombed and were burning - one loaded with high-explosive,
This blow up with a terrific crash, but passed almost unmoticed

-/ in a baombing
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. in a bombing raid, About mid-day 20—25 Do,17's and 215's
started coming over at high altitudes. The technique seemed
to be singly or in pairs to draw our fighters at 5 to 10 '
minute intervals un"c:l.l all were off in different directions,
Taking advantage of this situation, the next move, 20 to 25
Ju,88%s with Me.1l09 escort, dive~bombed A/A batteries and +the

- aerodrame from low-level. This went on for some time, and

.as_Hurricanes landed after this show they were re-fuelled and

:E‘lown away as fast as possible, This operation was success-
ful, but a Lysander wos shot down by a Me,109 as it took off, -
About two hours before sunset, 20~25 Me. 110's arrived and
literally did aerobatics over ‘thc 'drome, setting fire to
three remaining aircraft, ammunition etc,  The Ack-ack
ceased to function and .the aircraft flew ot ground level
looking for trouble, While this wos going on, nearly 1 ,000
airmen were crouching in an olive grove adj 1cont to the drome.
Time after tiwe the enemy dived over the olive zrove, but
for some reason did not fire and returncd to strafe thc'
'drame vieiously, Had they chosen to strafe us the result

would have been disastrous, It must be presumned that they

were were too engrossed with the aerodrome as we learned
later that they returned the next day and shot up this

olive grove from end to end, At nightfall we again moved
through Argos and d:.sper.sed on the hillsides three miles

beyond, this time mimus blankets and kit, and it being too
cold to sleep, finished continous 48 ‘hours without sleep.

Dowm (2th) - and still no word of a ship, but a
little later, first 3 Me,109's took a look round. The
roads were janmed with Army vehicles istill arriving, - Scme
Senior Officer then very sensibly orderedl immediate dispersal
of all vehicles and persomnel. Had this not boen done
casualties would have been heavy, as the usual dive-bombing
. started shortly afterwards, ~Laber in the day, Me,110's
flew far and wide' at 3,000 feet seeking objectives. Flying
overhead, they fired short ‘bursts, either testing their guns
or in an endeavour to got someone to run and reveal our ‘
position, Tho Squadron had two narrow escapes when sticks
of bombs dropped right ccross our lines without hitting the
200 yoerds of our dispersal, but fell in o unit on our right,
A check up revealed that F/L Mogner and o party of aimmen's
were missing, while our party comprised 200 odd of all ranks,
It wos later learned that F/L Magner and his pexty hed been
diverted during the night to another evacuation point, = His
errival at Gytheon and subsequent cdventures by sea until his
arrival at Crete by H.M.S, Auckland on 29.4.41. were
desoribed in a report to Group Captain Lee M,C., of H.Q.
M.E. Towards sunset we were oll told to be ready to march
to Naphlion (Nauplion), Relief showed on all our faces and
' no one asked the distance, The six miles were covered in
excellent time and we arrived at water's edge in good ordexr
without incident, = A5 the harbour was too shallow for large
ships to put alongside, invasion barges were brought 'in by
the Navy and everyone looked on in silent admiration of real
efficiency. The last on boaxd arrived about midnight making
70 sleepless hours in ell, and all lay down anywhere anyhow
to a sleep of sheer e:dmust:xon, -oblivious of any dangers the
- sea might hold and with full confidence, asg ever, in the Navy,

~



_ | APPENDIX B.
BRITISH AIR FORCE ORDER CF BATTIE IN GREECE
APRIL, IOLL
AERCDRGME NOVEMEER 1940 JANUARY,1941. -+ LARCH,1941 FORCE EXPECTED TO. EE IN GREECE
Immjz - 8. Blenheims 8, ng Blenheims 84( B) Blenheims 45 (B) Blenheim IVs
(TATOI) 211 Blenheims 211 (B) Blenheims 1 F1t,113 (B) (8)
: (2) Blenheim IVs 1113 (B) Blenheim IVs
70 Wellingtons (2 - - Detachments of
87 Wellingtons ) 37 %Bg Wellingtons
) 38 (B) Wellingtons 7
ELEUSIS 30 (B) Blenhe:ims(:z z_ 30 (F') Blenheims 20 (Fg Blenheims 30 (Fg Blenheims .
112 (F) Gladiators ) |7 80 (¥) Gladiators & 80 (F) Gladiators & Hurricanes !,
Hurricanes (53-: B
* 1
YANNINA 80 (F) Gladiators 112 (F) Gladiators (6) 112 (F) Gladiators
PARAMYTHIA | 211 (B) Blenheims 211 (B) Blenheims,
acrrwzon (1) . .
ARAXOS' 84 (B) Blenheims
LARTSSA 80 (F) Gladiators 33 (F) Hurricanes\) - éFg Hurricanes
. 33 (F) Hurricanes
ATMYROS and (D1 EBg Blenheim IVs
[NTAMATA - 11 (B) Blenheim IVs 55 (B) Blenheim IVs
[KASANT 208 (AC)Hurricanes \8)

(2

Based in Egypt. (
during moonlight periods.

(lg These airfields never became operational (1)
Operated in Greece

(3) Subsequently became Fighter

6
7

Returned to Greege February 2
Arrived January 2., J

Arrived December 2, Handed over aircraft to R,H.A.F.pilots Dec,6 and -
returned to North Africa. . '
5) Hurricames arrived February 19 (8) 113 & 208 alone aciually arrived.

208 was in fact stationed at Kazaklar.




LOCATION AND STRENGTH OF ITALTAN AJR FORCE IN THE BALKANS, 1.12,540,

APPENDIX C.1

, Strength & E
Regiment | Wing | Squadron| type of a/o Logation Authority
160 ' CR 42 & 32 Unknown -
363 2 CR 42 Valona Captured doct
393 ? CR 32 Valona iments.12/)
39 ? CR 32 Tirana nfirmed:
{ h 150 CR 12 & 32 - _
364 <9 ;
f 365 Durazzo H.QM.E. 4 /12
FIGHTER 383 (?) | Believed
. ’ L
 5H2 ? G, 50 Argyrokastro | Observed by
? G.50 Durazzo and our aircraft
Valona Dist 22/11 & 2,/10
? Macchi 200 Durazzo- Seen by our
a/c 24/11,
Confirmed |
2 CR 42 Lecce P.0.W. 84340,
2 | RO.37 At Koritzo | Coptured
25 RO, 37 until the fall Jocuments.
RECCO 120 RO. 37 Bari?
42 10 RO.37 Durazzo(?) Durazzo
- ' Believed.,
38 'Rt H.Q. Durazzo H.Q. M., E. 30/12
- S (Believed)
39 135.81 Valona w.15/11/40 &
51 - - photographedy
69 - - (Confirmed)
40 ‘ 158,81 Tirana H.QM.E.
gg% : , (Believed)
55 | ? 158.79 Unknown 21/10/40,
? - - (Believed)
POMEER ? | 2 158,79 Unnovm 21,/10/40.
? - (Believed
- AUDNOMOUS SQDN, 1s,81 - -
(probably lstaff) 28.79 Tirana %2/9/40.
11 Trans| 5 BA L4 Tairana P.0.W.
Sqdn, 1 unknown 12/9/40 ]
50 | Cant Z 1007 |Brindisi P.0.W.
210 12 v 6ls| v 8/11/40
211 12 n " n (Coni‘i:rmed
35 86 30 Comt 2506 | Unknown 27/10/40.
‘ (Believed)
95 1190 - - -
SEA 191 - - -
230 - - -
231 - - -
. 1

# Mey have been ‘based in Italy.



~103- AFPENDIX C.2
LOCATION AND STRENGTH OF ITALTAN ATR FORCE IN THE BALKANS, 5.1.41.
Regi- Wing Squad- Strenzth & | Location Authority
ment ron type: of a7c‘ . ‘
“ 53 |150 | 363 | 7CR 42 Valona | H.Q.M.E, 4/12/40 & 25/124,Q.
364 | ?CR 42 ? (Believed)
365 ?CR 42 Durazzo
? [160 [383 - | ?CR 32 & 42 Durazzo | H,Q.M.E., 25/12/40.
393 | 2CR 32 & 42 | Valona (Confirmed)
39%: ?CR 32 & 42 T4 rana
FIGHTER ? ? ? Macchi 200 Durazzo | Seen by our a/c, 294140,
_ ~ (Confirmed
52 ! 2y |360 G 50 Durazzo & (Confirmed), een by our
361 %.% G gO' Velona zg/o , 22 & 40,
362 |13 G 50 areas H.Q.M.E, 9/]2/40 & 25/124.0;
6 [ \2 {150 2CR 42 Devoli | H,Q.M.E, 18/12/40 &
- : (Berat) | 25/12/40, (Believed)
152 | ?CR 42 "
-9 | 72| 28 2RO 3 Tirana | H.Q.M.E. 4/12/40 9/12 /40
' 120 | 7RO 3 " 1/1/41. (Probablée compos—
RECOE 42 10 RO 37 Durazzo | ition of 72 Wing, Total .
116 |? RO 37 ? strength:- 30 pilots:
20 observers).
B | 39|50 [1sa& Valona | P,0.W. 15/11/40 & Photo.
. comf'mmad?F
69 Q.M.E & 25/12/40
40 1202 |12 S 81 Tirana 4 H.Q,M,E. 24 & 25/12 /40.
203 (Bel:.ev_e_d)
| ] ? 1881 Tirana Used as staff squadron
, 2879
L6 2| 2 2879 Believed | H.Q, & 20/12@0
? ?S79 to be I2‘]30 a./9 in both wings
BOMBER : Lecoe 30).
2| ? 2879 ‘
? ? 8 ;9 i
37 54 218 S 79 Lecce Believed
219 579 (Rellable Greek source)
55 1220 S 79
221 "8 79
? (K Breda 65 - Valona Fhotograph 14/12/40
? 1254 'S 79 Captured Koritza North
35 | 861190 | 22506 - Total a/c in Z wings 30
191 " No Cant, Z 506 yet obser-
ved moored on Albanian
SEA _ waters
95 | 230 " t
231 "
o~ N
16 | 50210 |12 Cant Z 1007 Brindisi| Prisoner of war 8/11/40,
2;'_; i n H




. =IO~ APPENDIX C.3
LOCATION AND STRENGTH OF ITALTAN ATR FORCE IN THE BATKANS. 30.3.41
" Regi-|Wing | Squad-| Strength o oot -
mgn ing rgga tylz;gng}:. a%‘d Location Authority
55 |15k | 2 24 Mocchi 200|Albenie |H.Q.M.E, 18/3/41
? |160 233 21+' 42 %urazzo P
CR alona  |Confirme QM E,
392» Tirana 197%7151\ .
52 |22 | 2 2L, G-50 Albania |[H.Q.M.E. 19/3/41.
360 Durazzo
? 2. | 361 24 G=50 Volona
362 : ,
AUTONOG0US | 369 |12 Macchi 200|Tiremn  [P.O.W. 16/3/
NOTE: 150 Fighter Wing (CR 42) to be withdrawn fram Albaniace
Ceampino to be re-cquipped with Macchi 200 (HQME 2/4/1).
DIVE BOMBERY ? : ? | 238 |10 JuU.8 +nrd, | Italien ai .
T 3 N R
? {72 | 120 |18 RO,37 Valona [H.Q.M.E. 4~9/12/41 &
! k2 | 1-19/3/4., }
b ECCo 2 170 ? |18 RO.37/0MI3 2 [H.QUMLE. 26/2/41
190 5| ¢ l18rO.37/cm3| o
38 | 39 51 |6 8.81 - Foggia
163 |6 8,79 a gg o .
Lo | 202 |6.8.81 " H.Q.M,E. 1/4/41.
203 6 8,79 "
4 [10h | 252 |6 8,79 , g
‘ 253 6 S.79 "
12 ] 2 6 CAN I
l‘h"zl 2 6 ?]T A [ttty
BOMBER 6 |50 210 |6 ¢ 00 "
| By g oo
2l 2 ? |1 s.81 "
21 2 2 |2 s.82
? 2 6 S. .
L 4 o o These prosumed operating
2] 2 ? 16 8.79 from Itely.
9 9 ? 6 Breda 65 H.Q.M.E, 1/4/41.
241 ? {1ufr
24 2 ? |10 cA 135
37 | 5. 218 6 8.79 {Lecce
219 6 S.79
| 289 |8 &%
276 |6 ER 20
277 |6 BR 20 \
o2 ?g g CANT ZAO(7 [Grottoglie
22 1]
23 "
18 ? ? |6 8/79 or BR20|A viano _ -
Q
35| 86 120 |3 CANT Z.506 | -
95 | 230 [T " »~
| 231 |2 "
? | ? i 611 | 5BALL |
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1. SUMMARY BY TYPES

Long Range Bombers -

Dive Boambers

Recco

Fighters ETwin engined)
Pighters (Single engined)
Army Co-op

Total
Transport

Wetter Staffelw
Sea Rescuc

Grond Total

$ERIUN AIR FOROR ORDER OF BATTLE IN THE BATKANS 5th APRTL, 1941,

39
156
36
70
297
120

——

718

300
6
6

1030

2, ORDER OF BATTLE /

Higher Cormand Fliegerkorps VIII 0.C. General
JESCHOMNEK Under Luftflotte IV H, Q. VIENNA,

[ I
Cioss | Formation & Type of Estoblishment| — Believed I
Component Units| airoraft Location ;
-
, i
Bombers Lehr I JU,. 88 39 KRUMOV.O ’
Gruppe I (Bul) ?
Dive Stuka K.G.2
Bombers Gruppe I Ju,87 39 KRAINITZA (Bul)
. Gruppe III Ju, 87 39 u
Stuka K.G.3
Gruppc I Ju, 87 39 " |
“+
|
Single J.G. 27
Engined . Gruppe II ME, 109 39 BELITZA (Bul) |
Fighters Gruppelll ME, 109 39! " . '
J.G,28 ' ;,
Gruppe I ME, 109 39 BUCHAREST (Pipem);’
|
N ! i
Twin Engin 7.G.26 x
g Fighters! Gruppe IT ME.110 39 SOFTA
Lo el 2(F) 11 00, 17 12 BUCHAREST .
Recco (Giulesti)
2(F) 221 Do. 17 12 BUCHAREST
. (Baneasa)
7 Lehr II ME, 110 12 SOFIA

/Army Co-operation



-106~ APPENDIX D (1)
Class Formation & Type of | Establishmen Beliocved
Camponent Units | aircraft '% Location
Army Co-
operation 2 (#) 10 Hs,126 12 CRATOVA
3 (H) 13 " - 12 BUCHAREST
L (H) 13 o 12 Unknovm
5 (H) 13 " 12 CARACAL
1 (H) W Pz " 12 CRATOVA
3 (H) 21 PZ " 12 CONSTANTA
L (7)) 22 S 12 ALEXANDRTA
1 (H) 23 Pz " 12 ATLEXANDRTA
2 (H) 31 P2 " 12 CONSTANTA
4 (H) 32 Pz " 12 PLOESTT {5l
(STRESNICAL)
Certain elements of the above Amy Co-op Units |are '
in Bulgaria
i
Sea Rescue
Wetter Staffel FW. 58 6 BULGARTA
76 ME, 111 6 RUMANTA
4 Gruppen JU, 52 Total PLOESTI (N)
1 Gruppe JU, 52 300 in GRAF IGNATIEVO
Ju., 52 211 in KRUMOVO
‘ Bulgoaria & Rumania PLOVDIV
A . but no other locations
knovm.,
Recent .
@é_ﬁ[@_ Me. 110 31 TURNUL SEVERIN
5 (Rumania)
Me, 109 100 DETA (Rumania)
Me,- 109 33. SOFIA
Me., 109 - 12 ARAD (Rumania)
Me. 109
or 39 ARAD oxr BALOMIR
Me, 110 (Rumania)
Ju, 88 - VRBA (Bulgaria)
Ju, 87 39 or -
nore




GERMAN ATR TORCE ORDER OF BATTLE 1IN THE BATKANS 20 th APRIL, 1941, -
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APPENDIX D (2)'

Class | Fommations  |Aircraft Estob- | Believed Location
- - - Tshmont
Bambers I/LEHR 1 Ju 88 39 KRUMOVO
II/LEHR 1 JU 88 39 URBA
" Poxt of XG 51 SALONIKA
Part of KG 55 SALONIKA
ITI/KG 3 oo 17 39 KRUMOVO & KRAINITSA
Dive-~
Bombers 1/St.KG 1 JU 87 39 PRILEP orea
1/St.KG 2 " 39 BELITZA
1II/St.KG 2 " 39 KRAINITZA
I1/St, XKG 3 " 39 | LARISSA
Stabstaff 1/St.KG 77 " 13 ARAD or ZFMUN
6 and 9 111/St,KG 77 " 26 PIOLEMATS
8  [III/St.KG 77 " 13 KORINOS
Single-
fanters Part of JG 26 |ME 109 PTQLEMATS
Part of JG 27 |ME 109 KORINOS
1I/9G 27 ME 109 -39 KOZANE
111/3G 27 ME 109 39 NIAMATA ,
1/3G 28 ME 109 39 BUCHAREST (Pipera).
11/36 B ME 109 39 | zmoN
II1/JG 54 ME 109 - 39 SEMUN
II/Lehi' 2 ME 109 or 110 39 LARISSA
Part of JG 77 | ME 109 LARTSSA
I1/3G 77 ‘ME 109 39 VALANDOVO
IIx/Je¢ 77 ME 109 -
ME 109 22 DETA
ME 109 39 SOFILA
ME 109 39 ARAD
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APPPENDIX D (2)
1
Class Formations Adrcraft Estob- | Believed Location
[ - Tismment
Twin-engined : .
E_E_ @ters 1/2G 26 ME 110 39 Paxrts of these at
11/2G 26 . ME 110 " | SALONIKA & LARISSA
Long Range 2/F 11 Do 17 12 3 One of these at
2/F 221 Do 17 12 Salonika
7 Lehr Me 110 12 Sofia
Me 110 31 Jumal Severin
Army 1 2(®) 10 He 126 12 Lorissa
Co~operation 3(H) 10 " 12 Buchorest
4L(H) 13 n 12 ‘Bucharcst
5(H) 13 " 12 Caracal
1(H) 14 Pz " 12 Larissa
3(H) 21 Pz " 12 Constantza
4L(H) 22 " 12 Larissa
1(H) 23 Pz " 12 Servia
2(H) 31 Pz " 12 Alonakia (near
‘ ‘ Kozane
4(H) 32 Pz " 12 Polesti ;
| (Stresnical)
Sea. Recco W 58 6 Bulgaria
Wetter Staffel 76 He 111 6 | Roumania
Transport 4 Gruppen Ju 52 Graf Ignatiers
" Krumovo
" Flovdiv
N,B, = The Weekly Intelligence S\mmary concludes with the following
sentence =
g Total 300 in Bulgﬁris, Rumania and (?) Greece.
It is 'notlclear of what 300 was thc total, Therc were clearly meny
more than 300 aircraft in the three countmes at this date,
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] BOMBING RECORD, B.A.F, GRFECE

APPENDIX E

November - December, 1940
AY
Date 0.0f| Sqdn| Type of n/c Target [osses
- gle
November
13th 3 ~ 84 |Blenheims Valona Port
" 3 30 |Blenheims Argyrokastro
" .' - . .
1th 3 30 |Blonheinms M.T,Colunns North of Koritzg 2
T 3 8% 1B orheins Tlbason .» Koritza Rood -~
.15th 3 84 |Blenheims Italian position 3 N,E.
Koritza 1
15th/16th & 70 {Wellingtons 0il tank Poym, Brindisi
17th 2. 30 |Blenheims Eibason
17th/18th 6 70 |Wellingtons Valona - Durazzo 1
19th/20tH 3 70 {Wellingtons Durazzo - Tirana aerodrome
20th 3 30 |Blenheims Tepelene N
22nd 3 84 |[Blenheims Pogradetz
" 3 30 |Blenheins Argyrokastro
23rd 3 { 84 {Blenheims Elbasan
2Lth 9 211 |Blenheims Durezzo
" 3 84 |Blenheinms Tepelene
25th 1 84 |Blenheim Valonn
26th 6 84 {Blenheims Valono
i 1 8l |Blenheim Tepelene
28th 3 211 |Blenheims Sarande
u 8 8L |Blenheims Durazzo 1
29th 3 8. | Blenheims Tepelene
December
st | |3 36 [Blenheins Sarande 1 (Crew
" 3 84 |Blenheims | Sarande Bridge safe)
2nd 8 | 211 |Blenheims | vatona
d 3 30 |Blenheims Serande ships
lth 2 | 30 |Blerheius Sarcnde ships
b 9 211 |Blenheims Tapelene
" 8 84 |Blenheims Kelcyre
6th 7 84 |Blenheims | Valona Docks 2 (Both
. crews safk,

7th 8 211 |Blenheims Valona shipping 4 (1 orew
" 2 | 211 |[Blenheims Valonn shipping safe)
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| Decamber, 1940 » Janmusry, 191, ‘
Date &gﬁ Sqdny Type of g{g’ Torget o ' Losscs
December v
9th 3 211, Blréhheims Volona docks
10th 5 8k | Blenheims "lUnlona dqéks
b th L 8L { Blenheins '} Valona nerodrome
u 8 211 | Blenhcims Velona Barracks
15th 3 70 | Wellingtons | Durazzo Port
17th 3 | 211 |Blevheims |Valona - Sarande Road
18th 5 | 30 |Blerheims | Valona Docks | 1
19th/20th| & | 70 |Wellirftons Brindisi
19th 6 84 |Blenheims. | Valona
n 3 84 |Blenhecims Krionero
20th 9 211 | Blenheims Berati )
r221'::3. 9 84 | Blenheims Kucova i 2
2hth 7 211 | Blenheims Volonn Aerodrome
26th | 8 211 V‘/B]’.enheims Krionero
28th 3 211 | Blenheims Valonz Aei‘odromé
29th 3 30. Blenheins Valono Jetty 1
" 3 P21 Blenheins Valona Horbour, Buildings
31st 9 R Blenheims | Valons Stores & ,e‘nmm'mi'bion
{Jaxozy
2nd 8 6k Blenheins Elbasan tovm & village
Lth 8 211 ‘ Blenheims Elbasan
. 6th 9 {11 |Blenheims | Voloma 2
Tth 8 |84 |Blenheins Elbasan
10th 8 8 Blenheins Troops on Kelepe-Berat Road
13th 6 8L. Blenheims Berat |
19th 6 |84 |Blerheims | Berat
19th/20th!| & 70 | Wellingtons | Valona
u 1 70 Wellingtons | Brindisi
20th 5 211 | Blenheims | Valona
21st 5 S5h |} Blegheims E].bqsa.n
22n4, 6 [211 |Blerheims Berat
25th 3 |30 |Blemheims | Boulsar, near Elbason
2?1;11. 6 . 211 Blenheins Elbaea:c}
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Jamuary 1941 - February, 1941

Date No.of' | Sadn. Type of a/c Torged Losses
a/c T
31st 6 8l Blenheims Dukaj, near Tepelens
February
C 1st 5 211 | Blenheims Valona
6th 2 211 | Blerheims M.T. & Dumps near Tepelene |1
10th 5 211 Blenheoims Dukej, near Tepelene
11th 5 211 | Blephoims Salarie, N,W.Tepelene 1
n 1 211 Blenheim Dukaj .
" 6 211 Blenhoims Salaria and Dukaj
']..Z‘bh 9 i1l | Blenheims Flbasan - Duks] area
9 8} | Blenheims Elbason :
" 3 30 Blenheims Elbasan
" 3 211 Blenheims Elbasan
12th/13th | 4 37 |Wellingtons |Durazzo & Tirana Aerodromes
13th 8- 8L Blenheims Busi - Gilave
" 3 30 Blenheims Busi - Gilave
" 6 211 Blenheims Tepelene Area
" 3 84 Blenheims Tepelene Arca
" 3 30 | Blenheims Tepelene Areo
" 6 211 Blenheims Busi Area
u 6 11 Blenheims Berat 2
Upth 8 84 | Blenheims Busi Arce
" L 30 Blenheims Busi Areca
" 6 211 Blenheims Busi Area
" 3 30 | Blenheims Busi Area
15th 6 211 Blenheims Busal & Laitiza
" 3 30 Blenheims .
15th/16th | L 37 Wellingtons | Brindisi Acrodrome 1
16th 6 211 | Blenheims Gilave - Busi
17th 6 211 | Blenheims Besist. Danzi, & Canegisti
" 6 211 Blenheims Besist, Comsisti, & Cautsisti
18th 3 30 Blenheims | Tepelene Arca
" 6 211 Blenheims Tepelene Aree
" 3 30 |Blenhcims Topclene Area
20th 8 8l Blenheims Tepelene
" 3 50 | Blenheims Tepelenc
" 6 211 Blenheims Berat
" 3 30 Blenhecims Berat
" 7 8% Blenheims Berat
22nd. 5 211 Blenhecims Bouzi
23rd 6 211 Blenheims Dukaj
2l th 6 211 Blenheims Tepelene Area
" 2 11 Blenheims Tepelene Arca




" February - March, 1941

Blenheims

Date No.of| Sqdns Typo of /o ' Target Losses
February
25th 6 211 | Blenheims Tepelene - Kelcyre Rood
" 3 11 | Blenheims =~  [Tepelene = Kelcyx"e Road.
26th 6 211 | Blenheims  [Luzati
wo 3 .11 | Blenheims Tuzoti,
" 6 211 | Blenheims Ficri
" L 11 | Blenheims Ficrd
27th 6 211 | Blenheims Volona Aerodrome
" 3 11 | Blenheims Vnlona Aercdrome
28th 6 211 | Blenheims Kodra & Dragoti
3 30 | Blenheins Kodra & Dragoti
March
lst 6 211 | Blerheims Paraboar, 5 miles N,Buzi
i 3 30 | Blenheims Paraboar
6 211 | Blenheims Berat
3 30 | Blenheims Beroat
6 211 | Blenheims Valona
3 30 | Blenheims Valono
2nd 6 Zii Blenheims Berat Acrodrame
" 3 30 | Blenheims Berat Aerodrome -
- 3rd 1 211 | Blenheim M,T.E. of Tepelenc
‘4th 9 211 | Blenheims Noaval Units off Himare
5 84 | Blenheims Naval Units off Himare
6th ‘3 211 | Blenheims Gun positions, Tepelene-Luzabil
7th 9 211 | Blenheims Besist
_ 9 211 | Blenheims Drazoti
8th 9 211 | Blenheims Gilave - Busi
9 211 | Blenheims Tepelene
8th/9th | & 37 | Wellingtons {Durazzo Harbour
9th 9 211 | Blerheims  |Dukaj & Luzat®
" 9 211 | Blenhcims Busi, Gilave & Tepelene
10th 9 211 | Blenheins Busi = Gilave Road
5 84 | Blenheims Kotbavie Aerodrome
, 6 37 | Wellingtons |Calato Aercdrame
11th 8 211 | Blenheims Busi - Gilave Road
12th 8 211 | Blemheims  |Busi - Gildve Road
12th/13th| 6 37 | Wellingtons |Maritza, Kattavia
7 84 | Blenheims Celatg, Scarpanto
13th 5 815 | Swordfish Valona Harbour 1
3 211 Valono Aerodrome




Morch - April, 1941

Date |No.,of| Sedn.| Type of a/c Toarget Losses |
a/c ‘
March
4th/15th| 3 815 | Swordfish Valona Harbour
15th 7 211 Blenheims Berat Aerodrame’
8 211 Blenheims Valona Aerodrome
| 15th/16th| 8 '? | Wellingtons | Tirana Aerodrome
4 30 ‘Blenheims Valona Aerodrome
3 2 | Swordfish Valona HaFbour
16th/17th| 1 | 815 |Swordfish | Valoma Harbour
17th L 815 | Swordfish Durazzo Herbour
L ? Blenheims Velonn Aerodrome
17th/18th| 7. 37 |Wellingtons | Durazzo Harbour
18th 7 211 Blenheims Bugi -~ Gilave Road.
. : |
19th 5 8l Blenheims Tepelene & Dukaj
19th/20th| 3 ? Swordfish Durazzo Harbour
23rd 7 8k Blenheims Berat Aerodrome
L 211 Blenheims Busi - Gilave
1 84 Blenheim: Busi - Gilave
24th/26th| 2 30 Blenheims Calato
“ 1 30 Blenheim Scarpanto.
/ 1 30 Blenheim Stampelia
27th 11 ek Blenheims Calato
28th 6 30 PBlenheims Lecce
11 113 Blenheims Italian Naval Units Weof: Oxete
8 10 Blenheims Italian Noval Units W.of Crete
4 211 Blenheims Ttalian Naval Units W,of Crets
29th L 211 Blenheim. Dukoti
1 211 Blernhéim Berat
2 211 Blenheim Dukai
30th 5 113 Blenheims Stampelia
10 8l Blenheims Elbasan
1 211 Blenheim Tepelene
1 211 Blenheim Dukaj
1 211 Blenhein Dukati
1 211 Blenheim Valona=-Himare Road
|April
Rnd 6 211 Blenheims Tepelene
5rd 6 |211 |Blesheims | Berat
6th, 6 211  |Blenheims Berat
6 37 Wellingtons Sofia
3 8l Blenheims Gorna Dzumata
8 84 Blenheims Similiti
bth/7th |6 37 |Wellingtons | Sofia Marshalling Yard
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April, 1941
Date No.of | Sadn. | Type of a/c Target Losses |
:1:91‘:!'.1
pen: 7 {115 | Wellingtons | Petrich
3 11 Blenheims Petrich - Strumica Road.
7th/8th 5 11 Blenheims W.Lake Doiran
8th / 6 8L Blenheims' Strmica - Do'iran Road,
7 113 | Blenheims Strumica ~ Doiran Rond.
6 8L Blenheims Strunica Area
bth ¢ | 115 | Blomheims | Bridge at Polycastron
6 11 | Blenheims Axiopolis
10th 4 | 113 | Blenheims Bitolj - Prilep Road.
6 84 | Blenheims Topnlcane Areo
1 11 Blcrheim Prilep = donastir Road.
8 8k Blenhecims Bitolj = Pridep Rood
1
_ LO‘bh/llth 2 37 | Wellingtons | Vcles
1 37 Wellington® | Prilep
1 37 | Wellington. | Diavato
N 1 - 37 Wellington Kilkis
11th 3 84 | Blcnheims Bitolj Area 1
‘ 1 113 Blenheim Polykostron
N1th/12th | & 37 | Wellingtons | Calaio
12th 2 Al Blenheims Bitolj - Veles Road.
: 2 211 Blenheims Convoy near Valona
13th 7 211 Blenheime | Quhres-Line Road 6
6 211 Blerheims Neor Lake Presbankso
7 113 Blenheims W,Loke Petrou
6 | 211 Blenheims Bitolj = Prilep Road.
9 113 Blenheims Ptolemais - Veve Rond
13th/WUth| 5 37 | Vellingtons | Sofin
. 1 27 Wellington Yormitsa
6 38 Wellingtons | Sofia
1 38 Wellington Pernik
1 38 Wellington | Dupritsa, Gornadjumcys,
' ] Yiomnitsa
1y th 6 8, | Blerheims | M.T. near Ptolomais
1 113 Blenheim Kozani - Ptolemais Road.
8 | 113 | Blcrheims Kozani ~ Ptolemais Road.
0)th/15th 9 38 | Wellingtons | Bridge at Veles
5 8L. Bienheims Road at Kleisoyre
6 815 Swordfish Shipping, Valona 1
5th 9 37 | Wellingtons Kozani = Pi:olemaisl Road
15th/L6th| 6 11 | Blenheims Kozani ~ Ptolemais
16th L. 84 | Blenhecims Kotarini area
18th 1 | 211 | Blenhoim Bridges S. of Kozani 1
1l 211 Blenheim Bridge S, of Grevena
4 11 Blenheims Grevenn - Kozani Road.,
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T April, 1941
Date .'.1‘\10},01'” Sqdn., e of a/c . Target Losscs
a/c . '
April o
18th 1 11  |Bletheim |M/T W, of Kozani
1 84 - |Blenheim M/T 8., of Grevena .
1 84 |Blenheim Bridge S.E,of Mnlajsim .
1 8l Blenheim Bridge N.W,of Kalobaka
'19th/20th | 1 211  |Blenheim  |Kozani Aerodrame
6 . 8L Blenheins Katarine Aerodrome
2 11 Blerheins Katarine Acrodrone
1 211 Blenheim Railwoy neor Keterine
1 211 Blenhein Railway near Ketorine
2 211 Blenheins Katarine Aerodrome
2 11 Blenheims Trengport on roads near j

Katerine
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SUMMARY OF BOMBING TARGETS IN ATTACKS FRCM GREECE

v

.I. Novenber ~ December

Raids Adrcraft Losses
Day
Albanian ports / 27 130 12
Battle targets 18 78 5
Night
Albanian targets 2 9 0
Italian targets 2 8 9
: 49 225 17
II.  Jamary - March
Day
Albanien ports 11 62 3
Italian ports . 1 6 2
Battle targets 37 . 469 3
Nowval targets 5 , 27 0
Dodecanese targets 3 16 0
A’Lbania;n targets 10 L0 1
Italian targets 2 5 1
Dodecanese targets 5 7 0
e (522 10
11T, April
Albanian | targets | 5 29 1
Bulgarien targets ' 9 ' L9 0
Yugdslav- térgets 17 82 7
Dodecanese targets 1 L 0
Greek targets _l% ?% %—
Total for whole campaign 222 1105 36
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AFPPENDIX G

B, A.F, GREECE TABLE OF _COMPARATIVE LOSSES 1IN COMBAT

NOVEMBER 1940 ~ APRTL 1941

(Taken from Weekly Intelligence Summaries)

Axis Losses Our losses

DATE DS T o DRSTovRd By [Pt Gmek

Gonfirmed! Unconfiymed| Confirmed| Unconfirmed
November 19th-30%h 23 16 35 i) 3 ?
December lst-7th 10 8 1 - 7 3
December 8th-~l4ith - 1 - - - -
December l5th-;22nd. 10 6 7 2. 8 -
December 23rd~29th - - - - s 1 -
December 30th-Jdan, 5th 3 1 1 1 ' KR 2
Jan, 6th=12th 1941 - 1 3 2 2 -
Jan, 13th=19th - - - - | - -
January 20th~25%th 1 - 5 - 1 -
Jan,27th-Feb.2nd 2 - 2 - - | -
February 3rd-9th 7 - 8 1 2 1
February 10th-16th 10 2 9 3 & 2
February 17+th-23rd 16 1 8 3 - 2
Feb,24th=-March 2nd 39 10 2 - 1 11
March 3rd-9th | 21 8 1 . - 3 -
March 10th-16th 38 11 2 1 L -
Merch 17th=-23rd 7 I - - L -
March 23rd-~30th 2 20 - - 2. -
Mar, 30th-April 6th 12 2 2’ - 1 -
April 7th-13th 5 3 8 1 11 -
April lhth-20th 3L 16 iR 2 26 6
| Total | e | o 108 8 e |z

| |

I

|

| |




C.0.5.
Signals
N.31.

D.0,0ps.
Folder:

Dodecan-

cse.

Tbid

~121- AFPENDIX H

* PROJECTED _ATTACK :ON_:THE DODECANESE

Projected Gemman Occupation of Dodecanese

At the beginning of the war, when the Frunch were still fight-
ing and when the alliance with the Turks was aigned, there had
been discussions for an attack on the Dodecanese, should Italy
come into the war., With the French collapse those plans had all
to be postponed, The Turks themselves decided that discretion
was the better part of valour. But Bo certain minds towards the
end of 1940 it appeared that it would be a great political con-
venience to seize the islamis, when Turkey was still neutral.
"Italy" wrote the Commenders-in-Chief in the Middle East to the
Chiefs of Stoff on December 16 "might umder German pressure offer
surrender Dodecanese to Turks as’bribe for remaining neutral,
Desirable o forestall such eventuality. Finally, eventual polit-
ical destiny of islands might bemoe .casily settled if they were
to fall to British before Turkish intervention. n - In Janvary,
1941, the question became urgent owing to reports of reconnaissance
of ‘the Dodecanese by German He.III's from Sicily. It was thought
thot the Gexmens were planming to estoblish themsclves in Rhodes
in strength. Wing Commander Grant of A,I.3 sutmitied 2 report on
possible enemy intentions on January 19. "From the Dodecanesc,"
he wrote " the dive-bombers, which have a radius of action of
approximately 200 miles, con haress our shipping and our bese at
Soudas Bay in Crete. Long-range bambers have a radius of 400~
700 miles, They will bc able to attack Alexandria and Hoifa,

The tactics of the Gexmon Air Foroe operating from Sicily oppear -
%o be to atteck the Fleet at sen when it is within reach, end,
when they cannot get at the Fleet itself, to attack its base at
Molta, They have also attacked our air bases at Malta,
presumebly with the intention of destroying our fighter q.efenc?s. ’
and also securing their own - .base by destroying any air strilarg
force which we have based at Malta,  Should a German Air Force
contingent go to the Dodecansse it seems likely that they will
follow dmilar tactics. They will try to strike ot any naval units
which their bouber reconnaissence aircraft find within recch of
the Dodecanese. When such targets do not present themselves

they will concentrate on mdking Crete untenable for either dur

naval or air forces. The whole of Crete is well within range

of dive bombers operating from the Dodecanese. The long-range
bombers will also be aeble to attack our navel base at Alexandria .
and the oil supplies at Haifa, The strategy of the whole move
apoears to be to bottle up our Flecet in the Eastern Mediterranean
by mecns of a striking force in Sicily and to destroy our naval
bases in the Besbern Mediterranean by & striking force from the
Dodecanese. The destruction of these bases would zmlfe it
impossible for the Fleet to remain in thc Eestorn Medilterranean
indefinitely,  If the Suep Canal had beentlocked by Hir

actions, units of the Fleet would eventually be foroed to try

to escape from the Eastern Mediterronean by running the gauntlet

of the narrow passage between Sicily and Tunis. The Genﬂlan';d
presuncbly would hope to catch them with their alr foree boaHcs
in Sicily while thecy do this". ‘

Adr Morshal Herris (as he then was) who was the
D.C.A.S, was less impressed than others by this thre{tt. He
wrote, "We do not like Malta so much although there is only =&
threat to our cbsolute sea supremacy thereabouts. Put yourself
in Boche shoes thorefore and imagine how you would like the
Dodcecngse. lacking any chance of surface supply and reinforcement.
The more the Boche stretches himself the better, and therc are

Pew bester stretches than to the Dodecenese, We could no doubt

take them if we had nothing elsc to do but in my view let us
retain the initiative for once and do what we want tc do when we
want to do it." .

. / In spite of
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~ In spite of Alr Marshal Harris' objection in the early
months ~o£‘--];9hl.,wthe«.next offensive . qperation projected in the East-
ern Meditorranean was the capture of the ‘Italian Dodecanese Islands.
The plan was originally.conceived.as a concomitant of the. infilt-
ration of Turkey which theé Prime Minister was proposing,  There was
a politidal difficulty, as both Grecks and Turks hed claims in the
Dodccdvigsei* Admirel Turle in the Chiefs of Staff Conference of
Novamber, 27, 1940, suggestod that the Turks might hove Rhodes and
the Grecks have the rest, but ilr. Eden rcported to the War Cabinet
dn January 9, 1941, that 'the talks were not going well owing to
oicbravegant demands of Grecks'... When -the Turks rejected the plan
of infiltration, the operation agninst the Dodeconese was tempor-
ily postooned, but throughout February, Merch and April prepar-
(tions werc still being mnde for <it. In Fcbruary there was o .
raid by four destroycrs and somc fighters on the sea-plane base
of Castellorizo, an Italion island, not onc of the Dodecanese,
off the Anatolicn coast and cighty miles to the cast of Rhodes.-
The general operation was to be sea-borne. Its code nme was
Mondible, The R.AJP., force in this opcration wes knovm as Z Wing.
It was to operate fram Heroklion in Crote,

Italian Forces in Dodgeanese . .= . . . ,

o It wes estimated that the Italians hnd 82 aircraft in the
Dodecanese - 49 bambers, 15 fighters, 10 sea-reconnaissance and
8 sea~fighters. The number of Germen aircraft therc was less
certainly known, but it was stated thet the airfield accommodation
© wes only sufficient for an additional 40 or 50 aircreft, Unless
-~ ond until the Germans were willing to violate Greck neutrality,
they obviously could not fly aircraft to the Dodecancse on any '
considerable scale, ‘

. Thoré were rinc airfields on Rhodes (Cordite), (the code
nomes or numbers for pleces mentioned are the nwies given in
brackets) one on Scarpanto (Armature) ond onc on Cos Beneath), -
The naturc of the country mede impossible much further airficld .
development, In the bays of the islands there werc & mumbor of
. natural alighting grounds for soawplancs, - The most important

‘Ffegular sen—plane boses wore the two on Leros (Allowence).  There
were also bases on Rhodes and Scarpalia (Consumption), Rhodes was
primarily velucble to the enemy os o refuelling base after attacks
on Aecgpean shipping or on objectives in Egypt., In an attack on
the Dodccanese it wos obvious thet the attocking alrcraft would
have the support of aircraft based in Sicily and Southern Italy.s

The Projccted Attack

The R.A.F. bases were too far distant for fighter operations
over the Dodecanese to be possible,  Thercfore the R.A.F. toctics
were to put the Dodecancse airfields out of action by bombing
attocks before the sca-borhe invasion,  Fighter protection could
of course be provided by the R.A.F, over Port Said, the port of
embarkation in Egypt (897). Fighter protcotion on the voyage
was to be provided by the Flect Air Am,. -

~From D-10 to D-1 the R,A.F, oPerc:.ti(‘)ns were to consist of:-

“Alr Reqqmlﬁissance by mediun bombers from Greece (927).

Night baubing on the scalc of .5 aircraft per night by a
Wellington Squadron from El Adem (1162). ‘

 Raids by two formations of 4 aircroft onch of. medium bamber
© . sourdrons from Greecc on D=3, g

A fightor patrol of 3 Hurricanes from Heraklion (1011)

* /ocmmencing



commencing froa first light of D-1.

Low flying attocks on sce~plane beses at Leros and Scerpalia
by Blenhcim fighters fram Greece,

By D-2 4 Lysanders and 6 Hurricenes from Egypt and 6 Blenheims
from Grocce, together.irdth Flect fdx iwi airermft, wexe

to be cstablished in Crete. - Light AJA. and mnchine gun defence
wes to be intensified at Heraklion by D~2 ond a mobile redio
unit tc be in operation,  Therc was to be o standing patrol by
dny over Heroklion after the arrival of the aircraft,

During Phascs 2 and 3 froa D=1 to p.m. D+2, 10 Wellingtons
fron E1 sdemwerc to attack the mein nirfields in Rhodes by night
and - two fomations of wediun bombers to attock than by dey. Two
formetions of threc fighters cach of the Fleet Air Awm from
Hereklion were o conduct an offonsive natrol over Scarpanto.

* 3 Kurricanes were to maintein %heir stonding petrol aver

" Heraklion, There was to be a continuous Tactical Reconnaissance
patrol of one circraft fron first ligit on D+l, until counter—
mended by the lond forces, — Three Blcenhein bobers were to be

at stand=by on the airfield at Horoklion and three at readiness
fraon first light on D+l.  These aireraft were to return to their
boses in Greece or Egypt on D+l or D+2,

The object of this first attack was to be Scarpanto. The
assaulting force, which was to attack Scarpanto, was to consist
of two Commandos and one Infantry Scetion with a total personnel
of some 1,800 odd men to be trensported in two destroyers, two
Glen ships and a cruiscr. It.was proposed that Scerpanto, when
;1% had beon seized, should then be used as a base for a further
imediate attack on Rhodes,  With the capture of Rhodes the
smaller Dodccancse Islands would be unténable and would casily
o1l into our hands,

Cancellation of Operation

This operation was cancelled after the Germard occupation
of CGroece ond the invasion of Egypt from the West, and Z Wing,
the R.A.F. force designated to toke part in it, wes attached to
the Cretan dcfence force. :
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THE GREFX DEMANDS AND THE MIDDLE EAST AIR .
SITUATION

Ls hos been shovm in the narrative, in foce of every
demand for rcinforcament from Greece, Air Chief Marshal
Longnore had nccessorily to ask hinself what effect compliance
with it would hove on our position in Egypt ond the Western
Desert. In order to moke his dilama fully intelligible,
it is well to give & short swmacry of the air forces there
- during those nonths.

1

Position in Africa

The entry of Itoly into thc wer in June ,1940, found
us dangerously wenk in the cir in Egypt. We had in the
Western Desert only onc fighter, three bamber and one Amy
Go~operation squadrons, We hod one fightcr squadron for the
defence of Alexcndria ond the Cannl, to which a second
fighter squadron sras efterwerds added, With the Mediterran-
con cut the route of reinforcament was & long one nor, SO
long as the Batile of Britoin was being fought, was much in
the woy of reinforccment availeble,  The position wight
have been desperate had it ot been for Ttelian lack of
enterprisec.

After three dangerous nonths the orgenisation of the
Tokorodi route gave hopes of a more soetisfactory flow of
recinforcanent in October. It was just at this monent that
the demond cane to send forces to Greece. The demand
hod to be complied with.  As we have seen, four squadrons
were sent. As o result the force in the Western Desert
wes gtill vory weak in November.  We had there ot that
time two bomber squadrons and two flights of two other
squadrons, two fighter squadrons, and two Amny Co=operation |
squadrons and a flight of another squadron. A few
Borbays ond Wellingtons were also available for inight
bombing,

To these another fighter and cnother banber squadron were
added in carly Decenber, when the dazand cone for support of
the Amy's offensive, wiich began on Deceuber 9. The
danend could only be net at 211 by calling in reinforcing
squadrons from Aden and the Suden and by denuding Alexendria
and the Cannl of cffcctive air defence. Taus the equivalent
of about ten squadrons could be colleccted. Agpinst this the
Italicns hed about 250 bombers and 250 fighters = & superior-
ity of cbout four to one - with an casy reinforcenent route
from their home country. ‘

Propoged Infiltrotion into Turkey

The first months of the New Yoar brought, as Has been
shovm, clsowhere in this narrative, the proposal of further
cdr reinforcenents to Greecc and the proposed plen of An-
filtration imto Turkey. It was suggested that we shoufd send
. squedrons to Grecce and we did send about 10, Had th&

. Turkish Goverment cccepted Mr, Churchill's infiltration
'proposals, we should hove been covaitted to sending at least
10 squadrons to Turkey, JAgrin it is important to see these
proposals ageinst the background of the general situation in
the Middle East, as of course the ifiddle Fastern situation
in its turn must be seen acainst the background of the shortege
ot home and the still very real doangers of an invasion here,

The month of Januery wos occupled with the British
offensive in the Westorn Desert, successful in spite of our

/numerical
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mmericel inferiority in the sir. Benghazi wes ceptured on
Februery 6, but, specifically: because of the Greek demands,

‘we did not advance beyond El Aghcila but took up what we hoped
would prove o stobllised position there, = Controry to our expect-
~ations, however, the Gemmens took over from the Italians in Libye,
and on April 2, four deys before their offensive into Greece, they
opened cn offensive in the Western Desert, which robbed us of 2ll
the Italicn territory which we had conquered' in North Africa with
the exccption of Tobruk ond grovely threatened our position in

Egypt.

On Februcry 10 we opened our offensive in Eost Afriea,
which led to the surrender of the Duke of fosca on Moy 17 and to
the finnl Italian expulsion fram oll Italian East Africa,
Abyssinia ond British Somalilend. o

Our evacutotion of Grecce coincided with the revolt in
Irag on Moy 2 and our evacuation of Crete with our re-entry into
Baghded on June 2. N

Throughtut these months Malta and our naval comlunibations
in the Mediterrenean were under attack from the Germens who had
esteblished themselwes in Sicily.

Qur Forcc;s in Middle East ot New Yeor, l%l.

On January 1, 1941, we had in Egypt 8 bomber squadrons, ,
L fighter squedrons and two Amy Co-operation Squodrons, one bomber—
trensport squadron end one flying-boot squadron, We had in
Palestine onc Amy Co-operation squadron and a French fighter :
flight, We had in the Sudan a South African fighter squadron -
which incidentally the policy of the South African Govermment would
not allow to be sent out of Africa - three bomber squadrons, &
Rhodesian Amy Co-operation Squadron and some odd fighter flights,
In Kenye the South Africons hed three bomber, two fighter and
two Amy Co-operation Squedrons = agnin, none of them to be sent
out of Africa, There were two bomber sauadrons, o fighter
squadron and o TFrench bomber flight in Adeh, essenticl if the Red
Sea wns to be kept open to our shipping.: In Malto there were
two fighter ond one fighter-bamber squedrons, At the some time
there were, cs we have seen, four squedrons - two fighter and two
bomber - in Greece,  There wos also a detachment of o Sunderland
squadron in Crete, : :

. In the wmiddle of February, after the copiture of Benghezi, -
owing to the danands of the Greck compaign, no attempt was mede

to press on to Tripoli. Instead all forces possible were with= .- '@~

drawn to Egypt and there were left in Cyrencice only 2 fighter,

one bomber and one Amy Co-operation squoadron, This small force
wos elmost immediately subjected for the first time to attooks

by Germr~n aireraft, Up till then the Germans had left that part
of the world entirely to their Italion allies. As a result '
one fighter squadron, No,73, which it had been intended to send.

f

to Greece, was retained in Cyrenaica,

During these months - that is to say, from January 1 to Me;x'ch.-: i

31 - the losses of cireraft fram all couses in the Middle East
were 184,  The new arrivals ¥ia Takoradi or Malta were 166.

As during these months we were conducting compaigns against an
enemy nmumerically our superior in the air in East ifrica it wes
impossible to withdraw forces from there. With the Gemons
growing rapidly in strength both in Tripoli and in the BalkanS,
the gravity of Air Chief Morshal Longmore's problem coan be easidly
. seen, It was upon a background of such & general situation

/that he
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]

thet h;3 was called upon to supply reinforcements to Greece in
February and March, ‘

A Menorandun of Moxch 6, 1941, suus up tane air situation at
that date, In Libya the Itolion air force could be then be almost

PEERECEE ana JEvERBaREARE, " in HRaCPTANS BihnEio8F 10R0 kA0S
5%'.21_1_)0;'3 operated from Sicily and Southern Itely against either

nnlcea or the Suez Canal.” Geman reinforcenents were pouring
into Tripolitania, The cnemy cir bages werc out of tange of ‘
our fighters. To neet this threat we had in Cyrenaica 4 Squadrons
(one Hurricone, one Army Co-operation and one Blenhein I) and
cbout 16 Wellingtons s Who had to operate against the Dodecanese
as well as agoinst Tripolitania,

Malto was nwuch the nost convenicnt base for attacks on
targets in Tripoli, Sicily or Southern Itoly, but it itself was
under heavy attock and defended by only one fighter squadron,
Unless o second fighter squodron could be spared, it would not
be powpible any longer to use it as o bomber basc,

Geman aircraft from Rhodes werc beginning to operate
ogeinst Alexandria e_pd to Iy mines in the Cannl,

It wos ageinst this background that we must judge the
correspondence of March of that ycar, the caapleints of Air Viee-
Marshal D'Albiac, the conploints of Air Ch?'[ef Marshel Longnore
and the complaints of the Prime Minister.

Gemian Attacks in Lpril

By April, vhen the Gemans delivered their chnllenge both in
Africe ond in the Balkens, the Takoradi route wns working more
rapidly, the back of Itelian resistance had broken in East Africa
end aircreft could be spered from there.  Reinforcenents were
beginning to flow in but they were too late to sove Cyrenaice or
Grecce and alnost too late to scve the Suez Canal, By April 30,
if we count by squcdrons, the force in Bgypt, the Western Descrt
and Pnlestine secned formidnble, 36 squadrons ond some odd flights
were listed as estoblished, among which the squadrons evacueted
fram Greece are included, . But, if we count the number of aircraft
on the strength out of 2ll these squadrons, we find that it only
conmes to 238.

(1) See Appendix J
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MIDDLE _FAST REINFORCEMENT: CORRESPONDENCE
PRIME_MINISTFR, ATR CHIRR MARSFAT, LONGMORE &
ATR _VICE-MARSHAL _D'ALBUAC

"I a1 very distrossed obout the acute position of aircraft,
particularly so os at the present time the Italians have chosen
the opportunity for snother of their periodical bursts of activity
on the Albenian front. At the present moment I have no more than
12 serviceable fighters (Hurricones and (ladiators) on that front
and o similor mumber sharing the responsibility of the defence

of Athens cmd Volos" - letber from Air Vice-Marshal D'Albiac to .
Adr Chief Morshal Longaore 15.3.41.

Adr Chief Marshol Lenygnerc replied on the following doy -

"Your squadrons are doing megnificently on Albanian front.

Urgent nccessity for reinforcing ialte with fighters has

taaporarily deprived you of those promised, More Hurricones

heve just arrived Tekoradi ond you will get same immediately

they come over",  The news. aroused Air Vice-Marshal DtAlbiac

to large ambitions, unclouded by the shadow of coning cvents,

He wrote back to Air Chief Marshoal Longaore on Morch 18 -

"Is not now the time to press for facilities to encble us to cary
out reclly big operations from Greece? I hear reports of the -
fine perfomance of the new heavy bombers at home, Stirlings,

Manchesters, etc, Could not the Air Ministry be persunded to
sond Some 0 us now?.....Now we have the Amy out here, units

of which I regard purely as acrodrome guards pushed well forward,

we have a comparatively securec base to operate from ..ese Now

we hove got our footing in Furope,I-ese no reason why we should

not toke full advantage of it,"

Air Chief Marshal Longmore in his reply of March 22 poured cold
water upon this flame of vision, It was as well that he did
so, for two deys later he received the following letter fx:om the
Prime Minister - "I have been concerned to read your continual

. cumplaints of the mumbers of aircroft which are sent you', wrote

the Prime Minister. "Every conceiveble effort has been made
under my express directions 4o reinforce you by every route ond
mcthod for the last five months., In order to do this, the Navy
hove been deprived of Argus and Purious and are left \ﬁthou‘b.

o single a/c carrier except occasionally Ark Royal to cope with
the German battle-cruisers in the Atlontic, We sre as fully:
informed as you of whet you oare getting, A weekly report is
submitted %o mc of oll movement via Takoradi. Therefore, when
I read o telegrom from General Smuts in which he refers to
'Beaverbrook being persunded to disgorge from his hoard' or when

"I rend the C,4n~C. Meditorronenn's telcgram to First Se Lord

stoting thet 'Only onc Hurricenc was received during the .month
of Morch' and when I elso read your A,442 which secks to fustify
this absurd statement, I fear there must be some talk emonn $10g
fran your Heedquarters which is neither accurate nor helpful, "

Air Chief Marshal Longnore in reply repudiated responsibility
for the phrasc about Lord Beaverbrook., "Smuts® reference to
Beaverbrook was quitc unprompted", wrote Air Marshal Tedder in
confimation, but, Air Chief Mcrshal Longmore pleaded "Commit-
nents have growm and are still growing beyond the resources which
con be built up along one single cir line of cormunication fram
Tokoradi", Tho Prine Minister returned a mollified reply.

On the very same day that Mr. Churchill sent his rcbuke ‘to Air
Chief Mershal Longmorc, M,Corizis had senmt an exaggerated:
compleint that scemed to bear cvidence of breaking nerves,
tPleasc cormunicate to H.E, Mr, Eden that the Greck military
authorities report that not only no aid of the R.A.F., has been
sent to Grecce but oven the few fighters thet were in action on
the Albanion front have nearly campletely disappeared.*

Iy |
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TURKISH RELATIONS

The Anglo ~French-Turkish ‘Alliance

When the ¥ar begon Turkey was an ally of Great Britain
and France, pledged to go to war should the wer spread to the
Eagtern Mediterranean, Greece had merely accepted the Franco~
British guarontec and had made no pretence that she would fight
‘were she not herself attacked, Turkey's claim to such supplies
o8 were available was, therefore, .superior to that of Greece;
and indeed Rumonie which received long-nose Blenheims before
they were supplied to our own Middle Eostern forces, was preferred
to Greece, . The Allicd policy in these carly months was well
sumrnied up by a despatch from the Wor Office on Septamber. 20th,
1939, "It is very i.portant to ensurc that Turkey should inters
-~ ‘ . vene on our side because if Italy should join Gemeny, or if
the latter country extends her nmilitary operations into the
Bolkens, the intervention of Greece or Rumania on.our side
could only add to our irmediate camitments...Present policy is
that British amed forces should not be camitted to any action
in Solonike, which is most unsuitable as a base for operations.”
This policy had been agrecd upon by Mr, Chomberlain and M,
Dalodier at the first meeting of the Supreme War Council.,  They
agreed that everything should be done to keep Italy out of the ©
wer"In spite of that there are", reported the Chiefs of Staff

/

$,1871. in the meeting on September 20th, 1939, "constant indications
R X ' .&lving grounds for the belief that. the French are contamplating
+ 20,9.39, ° some move in the Balkons mnot in accordance with that policy...

- The French appetcr to be obsessed with Salonika". General Wey-
gand, then French Camfander in Syria, was contimucXly toying

S.1871 . with plens for a landing on Salonika and an offensive in the
- 10A Bolkan Peninsula., Gomeral Gemelin also, in spite of the War
20,9.39. . Oouncil's ruling, wes four months later still intriguing for the
. . Salonika plan, . g R 3
o : A | .
cos' (40) . Tt is true that the Italiens were not keeping the Anglo-
. War Serial TItalian Agreement in that they were reinforcing Libya and.the
- No._213 ~ Dodeeanesc and not informing us of such reinforccments, as they

11,1, 40. were under obligation to do under the Agrcement. On the other
‘ hand, admitted the Chiefs of Staff "it seems almost’ certain that
‘these (French) projects of forcing Italy into the war in order
. to provide a soft spot for en Allicd offcnsive, vhich are -
. constantly beirié canvasscd in France, must have reached the ears
of the Italian “overmment. Moreover, they must be well aware
- of Weygand's activitics...When our Ambassador in Rome takes

S.1871 up the question of the breaking of the Agreemat it might be
10A as well to disabuse ithc minds of the Italians of any idea that

20¢9.39. we arc double-crossing them in the Balkans". = = .

Turkey or Grcecce?

Up to the Italian attack on Greecc, the Air Ministry
had been very reluctant to divert to Greece such military resour-
ces as it had available for export. The general view being -.

a mistaken onc, as it afterwards proved, - that Turkey was a

more reliable fricnd then Grecce. . The Turks had, of course it "
 must be recognised, only signcd the allisnce with us on the
.assumption that France with her Army in Syria would bc also

‘belligerent and, acdording to the military clausés of the alli- -

ance, the defence of Turkey was very largely entrusted to :

French fighters based at Aleppo.” Owing to the French collapse,
Mr.Eden = +to the fact that even whilc they werc $till in the war the supb=
to Prime lies that they sold to the Turks were very largely "qud" and for .’
Minister . other reaséns, -deliverics of raw materials to Turkey were behind
282,41, schodule..  The tacfics of the Turks, allied as they were to

' the -Greeks, were to compel the Grecks to state most explicitly
S.2981 _ their desire to kecp out of the war and then to turn the docu-
16 . ents over to thc British. should not be tempted to send their

o sparc
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sparc supplics to Grecce rather than Turkey. To the Greck
requests that if Turkey would not fight as shc had promiscd she
should at any ratc let Grccce have somc fighter aircraft they
elweys turned a dcaf car. The Turkish policy worked. . The -
attitude of the Air Ministry in those days may well be summed up
by on wnsigned minute from an officer in D.D.I.3 written and
~initialled on January, lst, 1940:- ' )
"Good. A modern aircraeft cxported to Greeee is a -
.- a modcrn aircraft down the plug 'ole"

‘On the other hand in iy, 1940, Air Chief lMarshal Longmorc
~ discovercd that the Turks had 19 Hurricancs at a timec when Middle
Bast itself had as yci none.

Turkish Reluctance to Hclp Greece

The whole issue was of the very first importance beccause
Greek guns were all of the French type and, therefore, only
suitable for French ammunition, which ncither. the British nor
the Americans manufactured. After the fall of Irance there was,
of course, . nothing forthcoming from France. The Turks alone
in that part of the world had ammunition of this type: It was,
therefore, vital, could they be persuaded to do so, that the
Turks-release, some of this to the Grecks, but they could not be
persuadéd. - The only method of pressure upon us that-the Greeks
had in“these carly days was to threaten that if no supplics were
forthcoming they would follow the cxample of the Bulgarians, and
to somie extent the Jugo-Slavs, and buy from the Axis. - They had
some hegotiations for arms apparatus with Germany and when we
refused to sell them Gladiators in December,1939, (we had none
to spare, having Jjust sold thirty to Finland) s they threatencd
to sign a contract for the supply of fighters with Ttaly, but it
was obviously not a very potent threat, as. the Axis was not
likely to supply them with sufficient war material to makce them
capablc of an effective resistance to Italian armies.

13

The Greeks, after the Italian entry into. the war and the
torpedoing of the Greek cruiser Helli at the Island of Tenos on
the Feast of the Asswmption in August, 1940, had little doubt
that they would soon have to fight.  General lletaxas showed. -
himself to have a better understending of the probabilitics of
Turkish policy than Britich military, political or diplomatic
authorities. On August 22nd, 1940, he told Sir Michael

M.Palairet Paleirct, the Greek Ambassador at Ankara had "roceived a some- -

%o F.0. what cvasive answer from the Turkish Govermnment and he understood

" No.v25 - that a similar reply had becn returncd to our own,.. He earn-.
22,8.40. estly hoped that we would not allow the Turkish action to make

.precedent. prétoxt for evading her obligations". “He (Gencral

Chiefs of Metaxas) has based his policies" rcported Sir Michael Palairet
Staff to the Secrctary of State for War, Mr. Eden, on October,17th, >
Cttec (40) 1940, "on belief in our victory, but he has persisténtly warned
No. 846 '~ us of strategic danger of concentrating on helping Turkey to
22.10.40. the exclusion of Grecce in the event of an Axis drive against

Grecce end Turkey. He is confident that his army can hold up
Ttalien land forces now in Albania and thus preserve our flank
if he were provided with some air support and some anti-tank and
anti-aircraft wcapons. There is, however, danger of effect
of unopposed air bombardment both on army morale and civilian
determination". "I cannot refrain from romarking that, Greece's
consistent readiness to play her part despite the rinumum moral
and financial support from H:lM. Govermment contrasts sharply -

. with Turkey's manifest reluctancc to fulfil her cngagements,
even after being comparatively heavily subsidised".  —Sir

N

/liichacl.



=130~ .

Sir Michael iichael Palairct also wrote "And if we cannot prevent Turkey
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1st, I941.

dive-borb your troops in Thrace.

from refusing to cnter the war if Greece is attacked, are we

ever likely to be in a bettor position to get her to play her

part? If Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessod's arguménts arc accepted I
cannot help wondering why we werc at great pains and cxpense to
obtain Turkey's alliance". ' g

| Ovc"re'stnfmatc of Likelihood of Turkish Intervention

The  Turks, in spitc of their alliancc vwith Grecce, did
not, of coursc, declarc war wthen Grecce was attacked. So
long as the Balkan war was a purcly Italo-Greck war the
military authoritics in this country took thc view thet

Turkish intervention would do more harm than good, but- they

seemed throughout to' have counted to an extont that proved
wholly fallacious, on a possibility of Turkish intervention
if there should bc a German invasion of Greece.  In discuss- .
ing plens for the bombing of Roumanian oilficlds it was confid-
ently expected that the Turkish airficld of Hskisehir would be
available "If it comes to a question of choosing between Greece

. end Turkey, I am surc you will agree that in the present .

circumstances we must give priority to Turkey" wrote Sir
Archibald Sinclair to the Prime Iinister. '

)

There was, to put it mildly, some excuse' for the
nisunderstanding. The Dominions Office reported on November -

. 10th, 1940, to.the High Commissioncrs in the Dominions :
. "Pleasc inform Prime Minister that Turkish Minister for Foreign

Affairs is informing .M. Ambassador at Ankara that if Germany
were to nmove from Bulgarie it would be a move against Greece :
and Turkey, and: Turkey would go to war." .As a result of similar
assurances rcccived by the Greek Government from the Turkish
Government to the effect that latter will guarantee Bulgarian-.
Greek fronticr, General iictaxas has decided to remove considerable
forces from that area. On January 20th, the Turkish Foreign
Minister said to the Groek Ambasscdor,'with some warmth, "As T
have told the British Ambassador and you three times, Turkey :
would regard a German attack through Bulgaria as a‘'casus belli",
He madc no suggestion that Turkey's decision would be influenced
by the accident of the supply of arms frou England,'

The Infiltration Plen . L o -

' The Prime Minister had o plan for infiltrat‘ing ten R.A.F.
Squedrons and onc hundred -AA guns into Turkey in a manner
similer to that in which the Germans had  infiltrated into L
Bulgaria. He wrote to President Incunu of Turkey on Febmry

"The rapidly growing danger to Turkey and to British
interests lceds me, Mr. Presidont, to address you dircctly.

I héve some information that the Germans arc already _
establishing themselves upon Bulgarian acrodromes.  Hutments are
being prepared, and advance scrvicing personnel numbering several-
thousands have arrived. This has been done with full connivance

‘of the Royal Bulgarian Air Force and undoubtedly of the Bulgarian-

Govermment., Very soon, perhaps in a few weeks, the movement
into Bulgaria of Gomen.troops end air squadrons will begin.
air squadrons will only have to fly from their stations in
Rumania to the bascs they arc preparing in Bulgariz and will
jrmediately be ablc to come into action. The Germens would then’
be in a position to surmon you to stand aside under threat that
they will immcdistely bombard Istanbul and yowr great cities and '
No doubt they would hope .

The

v . . [feither



ry

-1151— :

to reach Salonika unopposcd or to compel the Grecks to makc peace
with.Italy end yicld them air bascs in Grecee and in the Islends,
. thus ondangering the cormwunications between our arnies in Egypt and
- the Turkish Army. They would deny the usc of Smyrna to our Navy,
“they would corpletely control the oxits fron the Dardanelles gnd ‘
thus complete the encirclement of Turkey in Europc on threc sides.
This vould also ficilitite their attacks upon - Alexandria-end
Egypt generally.. Of. coursec I knov, br. President, that, confront-
od with those mortal dangers, Turkey wouldfight for her life, but
why is it. necessary to hand over to the encmy the enormous’ advant-
age of being ablc to sccurc the mastery of the Bulgarian airfields -
without a word being said or a single effective countcr-measure
taken? The Gormans arc in fact preparing to repeat on the front-
jers of Turkey exactly the samc kind of manoeuvre as they accorps ,
lished on the frontiers of Frence in April end Mey,1940. But in - m
..this casc , instead of having hesitating and “terrified ncutrals o
like Denmerk, Holland and Belgium, she has in Bulgarie a confederate:
and former ally, who has bcyond all doubt abandoncd the will, and
never had the power, to resist.

A1l this, "I rcpeat, may fall upon us in February or in
liarch, and will be open to the Germans cven without moving any large
masses of troops from the moment when the Bulgerian airfiglds ‘
have been fitted to reccive the German air forcc and are occupied \
by the advariced circraft porsomnel and ground staff. Do we ‘
propose to sit still with folded hands and watch the stcady pre-~
paration of this deadly stroke? Tt scens to me that we should be
- held gravely blameworthy by our respéetive nations if we were to
"fail in ordinary prudence and forcsight.  Even now we have waited
too long. ' ‘ . :

I- therefore proposc to you, ibr. President, that our two count-
rics should repeat in.defcnee of Turkey the seric kind of measures '
_ which the Germans are taking on the Bulgarien airfields. My
 Government wish to send to Turkey at the carlicst moment when
accommodation can be provided et lcast ten Squedrons of fighter and
‘bormber eircraft apert from the. five now in action in Grecce, which
we intend to meintainto help her in her fight. And further we
will fight the air war fron Turkish bases with ever-increasing Alr /-
Forces of thc highest quality. Thus wo shall hclp to give the
“Turkish Arry the edditional air support which they need- to sustain
- ¥heir Famous military quelitics.  But, morc than that, wo shall
place” Turkey in a position, oncc our squadrons arc on the Turkish - -
‘girfields, ito -threaten to bombard the Rumanian oilfields if. any
‘Germen advance is made into Bulgaria, or, better still, if the air
personnel alrcady in Bulgaria -is not speedily withdrewn. We will
" undertake not %o take such action fro Turkish airfields ~gxcopt by
agrecment with you. Therc ‘is morc. to come. The attitude of
Russia is uncertein and it is our hope it may renein loyal and
friondly. Nothing will morc restroin Russia from aiding Germany,
éven indirectly, than the presence of powerful British bombing :
-forces, which could attack the oilficlds of Belu. Russia -is - ""’)
dependent upon the supply from thesc oilficlds for o very large ~
part of her agriculture and far reaching famine would follow their S
‘destruction. We arc 2ssured that the whole soil around <the oil-

- wells is impregnatcd with petroleun naking it possible to start
a conflagration on 2 scale not hitherto witnessed in the world.

Thus Turkey, once defended by air power, would have the means of
detorring Germeny from ovorrunning Bulgaria and quelling Groece
and of counterbalancing the Russien foar of the Germen Armies.
‘If this decisive position is to be saved, thore is not an hour to
lose, and on receipt of your assent His iz jesty's Government will
jrmedistely give the necessary orders for. our advenced personnel,
either in uniform or .in plain clothes as you prefer, to start at
once for Turkey N '

/Purther
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o Further we arc preparcd to send you 100 A.A. guns, vwhich are
now cither in or on their way to Egypt, These would be complete
with personncl either in uniforn, if you so desire, or in the
guisc of instructors. . All other neasures which have been discussed
with ifbrshal Chaknak and also the navel measures will ot the right
morent be brought into operation. The vietories we have gained
in Libya will cnable us to give a far morc.direct and immediate
neasure of aid to Turkey in the ovent of our two countrics bew-
coming cllied in war, and we will make cormon cause with you and use
our growing strength to aid your valient Armies".

“Adr Chief Marshel Longmiore's Disnay.
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Had the Turks agreed to this infiltration, it was the Prize
Minister's' suggestion that the needs of it should take "priority
over opcrations against Bast Africa, Abyssinia, Sicily and further
assistance to Greece."  Air Chief arshal Longmore, looking to the
irprediate néeds of Africa and Greece end Judging that these infil-
trated squadrons would at the best be locked up "for = time until
Turkey dcelared her hend"; rcplied to this signal "Quite frankly
contents astound me". “There seems to be a mistaken idee;" he
corplained to Air Vice llarshal D'Albiac "thot when the situation
in Cyrenzica and Eritrce is stabilised there will be nothing left
for the Air Force to do in these arcas and that thercfore they can
be sent to Turkey". _ . . '

"Can you_cénfim" s he asked .C.A. 8. a 1little dosperateljr "that
security of our Army in Cyrenaica, defencc of Melta and successful

 Mandibles arc to have prior cleims to policy of air infiltration

into Turkey and that further air assistance in Greece will now be
afforded?" C.A.8. could confim no such thing,

It astotindcd fhe Turks; too, and'they took advantage of it )
to raisc their price. "Turkish long tcrm equipriont demands", Air

- Vice Marshal Elmhirst reported on Jenuary 23. "Turks. have put

X. 4842
X. 6662

F. o. )
No. 235

forward. schedule of air requirenents w7ith a view to re-equipping.
in time Air Forcc from England or Americe, with 500 first line air-
creft of latest type.. Schedule includes besides aircraft, bombs,
fuel, training aircraft, enti-aircraft guns for aerodromes, defcnce
lorries, ctec, and is all in addition to requircicnts previously
ordered, " "I am wnofficially informed", reported Air Vice-Marshal
Elnhirst agein on Januery 29, "that the rain reaction of the
Turkish Air Staff to liaison staff conversations rccently concluded
1s one of disappointment that I did not arrive with full plans for
the immediate dumping of Air Forcc supplies for our ovm use and
with plans for the irmediote establishment in Turkey of Air Force
base depot (officers?) repair workshops and cven aircraft factories,

Air Chief ¥arshal Longmore' suggested that the competing clains
of Greeks and Turks might in a measure be rcconciled by assigning
squadrons to be operated frem cither Greece or Turkey "according
to circumstances".  But this was not really a procticeble suggestion,
as the Greeks were at war with the Italians and very anxious to avoid
war with the Germens, whereas the Turks, if they went fo war with
anybody, would go to war with Germany.

Turkish Rejection of ir. Churchill's Plan.

The Turks never showed ony signs of accepting Mr. Churchill's
suggestion. "Long conversations ensued", reported Sir Hugh
Knatchbull Hugesson on February 2, Muring which Minister for
Foreign Affeirs exprcssed purely personal views. He was mluctgnt
that I should inform you.at this stage but I do so as an indications
They are not encouragitig,. They deal with three points :=-

/()

/
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(2) - He was. inclined to think thet fears as to ymediate danger
from infiltration into’ Bulgaria were exaggeratced. '

(b) He did not think our offer sufficiont to cope with
: German ettack. : S

(¢) To participate in the offer would be a provocation
amounting to act of war for which Turkey was not ready.

Hinister for Forcign Affoirs saw no objection to irmediate pre-
parations such as despatch of aatorial -supplics, etc., his objection
was to despatch of actual aircraft, ete., with personnol.,

_ The Turks werc afraid not only of the Germons but also of

"the present coldness of the Soviet Union".  They feared that
provocativé action would bring dovn upon them not only e German bub
also a Russian attack, and they were unwilling to pay the price
which Russin was demending for changing sides.  "Part of price
Soviet Government might expect Turkey to pay for any assistancc
would be concessions at Streits. - You will remember discussions

F.O0. t0  on this point last cutum and Turkish determination not to offer
Moscow. such concessions", On that very sanc day that situation wes
No.191. somevhet cascd by il Vyshinski reading to the Turkish Ambassador
9.3.41. in Moscow the following declaration. "I en authorised by, the
President of the Council of People's Cormissars and the People'ls
Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the Us8.S.R: to announce that this
revision does not (group opitted) at all with the attitude of the
Soviet Government, and should Turkey reclly bc subjected to on
Quoted bty attack.on the pert of any foreign Power and be obliged ith arms
Sir S. in hor honds to defend inviolability of her territory then Turkey,
Cripps to relying on non-agression pact cxisting between her and the UeS.SeR. 4
Foreign  moy count on full understanding and neutrality of Russian
Office .. Government". .
 No. 20k, ' : . _ .
" 10.3641. .Novertheless, thce President's official reply, when it was
' forthconing on Februé.xfy 7th s along rwmch the sonc lines os the
Toreign iiinister's prognostications. "o 2llow the présence in
Turkey", he wrote, "in anticipation of & Gerzen advance threaten=~
ing Turkish seccurity, of British cir and artillcry ul:lits,,:'\ﬂrould
nean the éntyy of Turkey into the wor. Such a step cannot be conten-
plated.s.The situation oven vith regard to metcriel dealt with by
special greenments is far fron satisfectory two yezrs after the open=-
ing of the negotiations. It is thercfore enincntly desirable -
that ¥r. Churchill's proposals (about supply of meterial to
Turkey, but not about infil’cration_) should be carried out without
delay", '
Advance in Price of Chronmc
M.E,Intell- ~ The next dey it was learnt thet, while the furks were still
igence willing to sell the British chromc as heretofore, they were- "de-
Ctr. manding a stiff advance in the price per ton over thot gronted for
No.432. the 1940 production." ) :
8..2- L'-lo . ) s ' . - :
1171/ The Turks would have fought against o direct attock but they
' . never had any intention of fighting bocause of an ottack on any-
BAFG/201/ body else. "Beforc the war with Italy we had promised sixty Spit-
Plans 21A fires to Turkey. Only two supplied and further supply now
22,3.41. impossible", reported the Air Ministry, but therc is little reason
A0C.9 %0 ‘think thot the Turks would have fought even if they had had the
16B sixty. ‘ : - '
15024 441

Mr. Eden Loses Foith in Turkish Intontions.

Even when Greecc came to be

/our policy

mcnaced..by o direct Germen threat,

-y
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1y earmerked for Turkey rizht be dravm upon for Greecc".

. before verylong". -

-until her. deficicncics had been remedied". -
promise was that "Turksy underickes in eny cvent to cnter the wer

- Jugo=-Slav Govermient".

CL LBk |
c'zur policy.v.rasv still stranglj-obsossed‘ \v:i.th‘Tuz;]d.sh possibili‘bies‘.
"The only way of moking surc that the Turks do fight" thought the

‘Defence Cormittec. "is to give sufficient support to the Grecks to

cnsure they fight." Thercfore it was decided to cgree to the.
Greek roquest "that ten squedrons of the R.A.F. which were original-
. "After
d conference in fnkara in ¥March Air Vice iiarshal Elmhirst reported
on the 36 Tomehawks ond the equipment and personnel which Turkey. had
agrecd- to accept. "It is" le said "a matter of thonour between -
the Turks and ourselves that we irplement our agrecment". and

"the Turkish Air Force is likely to be fighting on our side

But the Turks by then "stated that the common
cause would be better served if Turkey remcined out of the war

All that they would

at some stage". ifr, Eden no longer hed any illusions. He tele- .
grephe@ to the Prime Minister on brch 6th "Greeks are much - .
distressed at realisation that has davmed upon them that if Greece
is attecked Turkey nay not .after all regard this os casus belli

in spite of precvious undertakings...Germen propagenda is carrying -
on nerve war cgrinst' Grecks by every possible means and - in particu~
lar by alleging that Greecc: is being desertcd by her friends. )
Hitler's nessage to Turkish President and fact that Greek Government

- have. not been informed of what passed are being used to foment

these fears...If Turkish Government cannot be prevailed on (to .

‘meke a public declaration of solidarity iith Greecce) could they

not at lecast take over the positions in Thracc now to be evacuzted
by seven Greek Battalions". Two days later, however, he tele-
graphed to our ifinistcr in Belgrede. "I havce confidence in Turkish
loyalty. - You may use foregoing poragrephs in conversation iwith

What rcally happencd was that the Turks had signed a non-
aggression pact with Bulgeria on February 17th and on Februvary 19th
the Turkish President received a letter from Hitler thanking him
for "his good-will",  So far from thce Turks rclieving the Gree k-

- Thracian gai"risons, the Germons werc aoble to vAthdraw their troops

from the Turko-Bulgerian border and throw them on to Greece. and
Jugo~Slavia, In iy, after having expelled us from Greece,. the
Germans expelled us from Crete. On June 18th Turkcy and Germany
signed a Treaty of Fricndship and on June 22nd Germany attacked
Russia, ' , '
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Oux- A:Lr Obl:.gatlons under Treaty of 1959 with Turkey, end FPerform-
- ance up %o 10 Fobruary,l%.l

Nunber pror.used in full figure

L delivered in brackets.

(8) = all delivored.

Alreraft

‘Ansons ¢ : 25 (6)
Battles '(Standard) 30 (d)

Battles (t/%) b (1) .
Blenheins I 10@)@0mammswmuammmA
. i ‘ Treaty)
Hurricanes ‘ . 30 (a)
i&ag;i.s’qeré-, | 25 (75 in process of delivery)
Spitfires - 60 (2) |
33 Lysonders supplied with sparc(: engines
O’ch‘er‘ supplies : K
Petrol (aviation) = 3,000 tons (d)
01l | 300 " (a)
Parachutes . 400 M (d)
Flying Clothes \ 517 sets (4)
Bellman i{o,ng;ars 15 (a) .
Bessonec'm Hangers 25 (in process of supply)
Bofubs : 4,000 tons -(d)
ryrotecﬁﬁics 73 000 (none delivered)

Aerodrone equipnent cstinmnted at £2+2 000 (in process of supply)
Pori;a.ble W/T stations - 15 (Lirmited number available)

Railway Petrol Tank -
: Wagons Lo (Wil del:r.vered)

M/‘I eqtupment estimated at £305,000 (very little del:r.vered)
and - smaller itens

. Also 1 ambulence supplied
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APPENDIX L

YUGOSLAV RELATIONS

On March 9th Wing Commonder lMacDonald, our Air Attache in
Belgrede, wrote to Wing Cormender Lord Forbes, our Air Attachd in
Athens - "There are to ny knowledge for certain 70 experienced pilots
who have every intention of leaving the country by any means and
joining the Greeks or us or the Turks (if tley are. at war) in the
event of the Yugoslav Govermnent giving woy too much to Germany.

Sorie of these pilots intend flying over in their civil or service air-:
craft while others (together with an even larger mumber of ground
persomnel) intend to escape by land or sca route"., He suggested

that they be instructed to proceecd to Larissa.

In & signal of iiorch 10th he reported "I should explain at
prescent I have been approached by four categorices people approving,
naking plans and asking advice or instructions in order to leave
country and Jjoin us in event Yugoslavie cepituwlating favour Germans.
None these categorics cppear oware each other's activities. They .
are (a) the Air Force as a whole. (Through J.K. and aliost cerbtain=-
1y with active preference of L.H,) (b) Civil Adir line pilots; (c)
Individual Air Force Pilots; (d) Civilians such as doctors, engineers
etce Up till now I have only re-istered particulers and stated I

" am waiting instructions'.

Wing Cormeonder Forbes replied-oﬁ liarch 13th, instructing then
to proceed to Alnyros. "Since somc Yugoslav sircroft German and
Italian types, streauers ot least 12 foet long should be fastened to

»

tail. Land evacuces should procced Florina'. -

On March 21st Wing Coimiender iacDonnld signalled - ~
"Before proceeding to Athens I had long talk with J.K., two Staff
Officers end representatives of L.il. and tentatively discussed (e.)
possible co=operation with us; (b) borbing objectives; (c
cvacuntion. At Athens very satisfactory nceting with Alr Officer
Corzrending ond represcentative of Air Officer Cormanding-in=Chief.
Discussed cbove question and procedure with individunl air force
descrters now crossing into Grecce. On rcturn to Belgrode again
saw J.Xe. etc. end I think there are good prospects this Air Force
playing part in our favour whotcever nay be political outcome. An
discussing with Staf? Officer this aftcrnoon possible use auxiliary
lending grounds in Scrbia for our bombers in event of hostilities.
Essential that no knowledge of thesc talks gets round end they heve
to be cerried out with great discretion. There are Yugoslavs
feeling they ere being hurried ngeinst their interests solely for our
own'e

A On liarch 22nd 4ir Vigo-iarshal D'Albiac signalled Air Chief
Mershal Longore - "Scheme for evacustion fully discussed here with
MacDonald and rcady to put into operation.  You will probably wish
to consult Sccretary of Statebefore any action teken, and suggest
thercfore thet exccutive order to cormence cofes from you's

On the seme day Wing Cormander MacDonald trelegraphed: -
"Politicel situation is not encouraging. A s¢eing J.K. in
confidence early tororrow iorning ond gquestions rpay be raised.or}
irmediate or ecarly cvacustion of Air Force if feeding is sufficient-
1y strong that Scrbs have been let down by their covernent. "

-On March 22nd, he also telegraphed - "Therec are rumours that the
tri-partite pact will be signcd vithin a few days. Jn Air Force
this has resulted in a strongthoning of decision of pflots to fly
out of country rather than come undor German control. ~Slav tenm-
perament is such, howcver, thot, aftor pact is signed (4f it is),
there mey be a rcaction of despair cousing the gloomy acgulescence

/%o new order.
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to new order. It may therefore be in our interests to cncourage
an evacuation as soon os we feel certoin that pact will be signed
but before objoctionable acts (corrupt group). The choosing of
right noment would be a very difficult matter, particularly if
, we do not know details of pact. In principle, however, it would ,
BFG/207 cppear easicr o err on cerly side rather (than) on late side as
35A we would then at any rate be certain of having some birds in hand.
An neintaining close contoct with Ilinister and other orgenisations.” /

On March 25th, he signalled - "Thile there is a chance of the
country fighting instecad of giving in I have not talked of evacuation
to pilots. TWould B.B.C. be preparcd at short notice to announce
on wircless in Serbian that all pilots wishing to Jjoin our forces
should fly at oncc to any Greck acrodromc?....Alternatively I hope ;

BFGY207 to arrange vhole thing in confidence with senior officers who intend _/ v
/29A thenselves to. leave the country in certain circuastences." ' T

On larch,25th, Air Chief Morshal Longorc signelled - "Have

discussed with CeI.G.S. and Sccretary of State, and latter has

sent following signal to Minister, Belgrade."  'Should pact with

Gereny be signed and it becomes probable that arny will not fight
, we should wish air force to cvacuate. You alone cen judge when,if
BRG/207 ever, that moment errives and you have full authority to act as
/45A situation dewond., If any part of the Serb army should fight on

our gidc we should propose that Yuglslav Air Force should be employ-

ed with Royal Air Force in supporting then.'  IExecutive order to

cormence will thercfore come fro:x Minister, Belgrade."

On Morch 26th he signalled - "It is possible that some :
Yugoslav pilots mey fly to Greece own planes during next delay (?)
' beginning tonight.. Please do all you can to prevent them being
BRG/207  attacked by Greek or British fighters or A.A. guns.
‘1A Scheme for orgonised cvacuation will not cone into operation we
: cre morc esteblished(?)  Serbs are not, of course, repudiating
their present Government". ‘

D/ACC/2 With the Yugoslav cowp d'etat of larch 29 it became, of course,

20A, 20B, wumnccesscry to corry out these plans.  In December,1940, there I}f;.d

214, 26A. - been o not dissimilar plot for the desertion to us of some Rumam.an
pilots under o Wing Cormondcr Burduliou. It had come to nothing.









